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Martin  f^an  Biirett  1808 

Washington,  May  9, 18^0. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  furnishes 
the  information  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  23d  of  March  last. 

M.  VAN  BUREN, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^  "'  '^***'' 

In  part  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  of 
December  last,  I  herewith  submit  a  report f  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treastiry,  with  the  docmnents  therein  referred  to. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  zs,  z8^o. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  J  from  the  secretary  of 

the  Territory  of  Florida,  with  documents  accompanying  it,  received  at  the 

Elepartment  of  State  since  my  message  of  the  2d  instant  and  containing 

additional  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 

the  30th  of  December  last.  ^  ^^-^  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  z6, 1840. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  furnishing  a  statement 
of  the  amounts  paid  to  persons  concerned  in  negotiating  Indian  treaties 
since  1829,  etc.,  which  completes  the  information  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  the  28th  January,  1839, 
upon  that  subject  and  the  disbursing  officers  in  the  War  Department. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  z8, 1840, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  X  from  the  governor  of 
Florida  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  containing,  with  the  documents  accom- 
panying it,  further  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  December  last.  „  yAN  BTIREN 

•Tranamlttliie:  correapoadence  witta  Prance,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Fruuia  relatiliK  to  the  mr- 
render  to  the  United  State*  of  peraona  charged  with  piracy  and  murder  on  board  the  United  Statea 
•cbooner  Ftaltsbnrg  tn  1S17:  correspoDdence  relating  to  the  demand  by  the  chargfi  d'affaires  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  mrrender  of  a  mutineer  In  the  British  armed  ship  La  in  1819;  opinion  of  the 
Attomey-Genetal  with  regard  to  the  right  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the  goremor 
of  ■  State  to  dehverup,  on  the  demand  of  any  foreign  gorenimetit,  penous  charged  wUh  cilinet 
committed  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  SUtei. 

t  Rclatins  to  the  sale  or  cichaose  of  Government  drafts,  etc 

%  Relatina  to  t>onda  of  the  TertJtoFy  of  Florida. 
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Washington,  May  ai,  1840. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  Congress  stindry  papers,  from  which  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  Itnaum  of  Muscat  has  transmitted  to  this  country  and, 
througli  the  agency  of  the  commander  of  one  of  his  vessels,  offered  for 
my  acceptance  a  present,  consisting  of  horses,  pearls,  and  other  articles 
of  value.  The  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  a  letter  from  the 
agents  of  the  vessel  communicating  the  offer  of  the  present,  and  my  own 
letter  to  the  Imaum  in  reply  to  one  which  he  addressed  to  me.  were 
intended  to  make  known  in  the  proper  quarter  the  reasons  which  had 
precluded  my  acceptance  of  the  proffered  gift.  Inasmuch,  however,  as 
the  commander  of  the  vessel,  with  the  view,  as  he  alleges,  of  carrying 
out  the  wishes  of  his  Sovereign,  now  offers  the  presents  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  proposition 
before  Congress  for  such  disposition  as  they  may  think  fit  to  make  of  it; 
and  I  take  the  opporttmity  to  suggest  for  their  consideration  the  adop- 
tion of  legislative  provisions  pointing  out  the  course  which  they  may 
deem  proper  for  the  Executive  to  pursue  in  any  future  instances  where 
offers  of  presents  by  fordgn  states,  either  to  the  Government,  its  legis- 
lative or  executive  branches,  or  its  agents  abroad,  may  be  made  under 
circumstances  precluding  a  refusal  without  the  risk  of  giving  offense. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  our  consul 
at  Tangier  will  acquaint  Congress  with  such  an  instance,  in  which  every 
proper  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  consul  to  refrain  from  taking  charge 
of  an  intended  present  proved  unavailing.  The  animals  constituting  it 
may  consequently,  under  the  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
be  expected  soon  to  arrive  in  the  United  States,  when  the  authority  of 
Congress  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  them  will  be  necessary. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  May  2j,  1840, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with 
the  papers  therein  referred  to,  relative  to  the  proceedings  instituted  uuder 
a  resolution  of  Congress  to  try  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the 
Delaware  River,  and  recommend  that  Congress  pass  a  special  act  giv- 
ing to  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Maryland  jurisdiction  to  try  the 

*^"^  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

June  4,  1840. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing 
the  progress  made  in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  a  resolution 
passed  February  6,  1839,  concerning  mineral  landsof  the  UuitedStates. 


Martin  Van  Buren  1810 

The  documents  he  communicates  contain  much  important  information  on 
the  subject  of  those  lands,  and  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  them  is  in  a  course 
of  preparation  and  will  be  presented  as  soon  as  completed. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington, /««*  J,  r84o. 
To  ike  Senate  of  Ou  UniUd  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  the  30th  Decern 
ber,  1839, 1  transmit  herewith  the  report*  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  fm- 
nishing  so  much  of  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolution  as  relates 
to  the  Executive  Department  under  his  charge. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  June  5,  1S40. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  30th  Decembei, 

1839. 1  communicate  the  reportf  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the 

information  called  for  by  that  resolution  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Depart* 

ment  under  his  charge.  jj  ^j^^  bUREN. 

Washington, /««*  6, 1840. 
To  the  House  of  RepresentoHvts: 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  rela 
tion  to  certain  lands  falling  within  the  Chickasaw  cession  which  have 
been  sold  at  Chocchuma  and  Columbus,  in  Mississippi,  and  invite  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  further  legislation  in  relation  to 

^®"-  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington, /bb*  zj,  1840. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report!  fi^m  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  documents,  containing  the  information  requested 
by  their  resolution  of  the  26th  of  May  last.  w  ■wp.-sr  bureN 

Washington, /tt«tf  /p,  1840. 

The  Spbakbk  of  thb  House  op  Rephesbntativbs  of  the  United 
States. 
Sir:  I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
suggesting  that  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  be  made  by  Congress  to 

■  Relating  to  the  rcfoial  of  banka  to  pay  the  Govern  ment  demands  in  specie  atnce  the  general 
rcaumption  in  183S,  and  the  payment  ot  Goreninient  creditors  in  depreciated  currency. 

t  Relating;  to  the  manner  in  which  the  public  funds  have  been  paid  ont  by  distnindng  oHicers  and 
•gents  during  Osfi  and  iSjg. 

tKetatinE  lo  cli*rse*  preferred  by  Dr,  John  Baldwin,  ot  Lonisiana,  avainst  Marmaduke  Bur- 
Touchs,  consul  at  Vera  Crux. 


i8ii 


Menages  and  Papers  o/ihe  PresidtHts 


meet  claims  of  navy  pensioners,  payable  on  the  ist  of  July  next,  reim- 
bursable by  a  transfer  of  stocks  l>eIonginK  to  the  fund  at  their  nominal 
\'alue  to  the  amount  so  appropriated,  and  respectfully  recommend  the 
measure  to  the  considemUoD  and  action  of  Coogreis. 

M.  VAN  BUREN, 


Washington, /««#  j^,  jS^o. 
Tc  the  Sertafe  cf  the  Untied  Slates: 

I  lay  before  you.  for  your  eoiisJ deration,  a  treaty  of  eoiuuMircc  and 

navigation  between  the  United  States  of  America  and    His  Majesty 

the  King  of  Uaoovei,  signed  by  their  ministers  oa  the  20th  day  of  May 

laat. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington,  Junt  3f,  184.0. 
To  the  Senate.- 

The  importance  of  the  subject  to  the  tTanquilUty  of  our  country  makes 
it  proper  that  I  should  oommuuicate  to  the  Senate,  iu  addition  to  the 
iuformatiun  heretofore  transmitted  in  reply  to  their  rcsoluliou  of  the  1 7th 
of  January  last,  the  copy  of  a  letter  ju»l  received  from  Mr,  Fox,  announ- 
cing: the  determination  of  the  British  Government  to  consent  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  last  proposition  for  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the 
Horthcustem  boundary,  with  a  copy  of  the  answer  made  to  it  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  I  can  not  doubt  that,  with  the  sincere  disposition  which 
actuates  both  Governments  to  prevent  any  other  than  an  amicable  teniii- 
nation  of  the  controversy,  it  will  be  found  practicable  sotft  arrange  the 
details  of  a  conventional  agreement  on  the  principles  alluded  to  as  to 
effect  that  object. 

The  British  commissioners,  in  their  report  oouununicated.  by  Mr.  Fox, 
express  an  opinion  that  the  true  line  of  the  treat>*  of  17S5  is  raaterinlly 
different  from  that  so  long  contended  for  by  Great  Britain.  The  report 
is  altogether  ex  parte  iu  its  cliaraccer,  and  has  not  yet,  as  far  as  we  are 
informed,  been  adopted  by  the  British  Govenimenl.  It  has.  howe\'er, 
assumed  a  form  snPficicutly  authentic  and  important  to  justify  the  belief 
that  it  is  to  be  used  licreafter  by  the  British  Government  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  of  boundary;  and  as  it  differs  essentially  from  the 
line  claimed  by  the  United  States,  an  immediate  preparatorj-  explomtion 
and  survey  on  our  part,  by  commissioners  ajijioiiitcd  for  that  piu*pose.  of 
the  portions  of  the  territory  therein  more  particularly  brought  into  view 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  proper.  If  Congress  concur  with  me  in  tliis 
i*iew  of  the  subject,  a  provision  by  them  to  enable  the  Executive  to  carry 
it  into  effect  will  be  necessary. 

M.  Vi\N  BUREN. 


Martin  Van  Buren 
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Mr.  Jvx  to  Mr.  Fonyih. 

Washingtoh,  Jane  22,  rS^o. 
Hon.  J«nf  P0KSTT8,  nc: 

Tbc  undenif^cd,  UcrBntaiiiiicUajcstj'flCDToy  eztmonltnary  and  minister  plcni- 
poteutiaiy.  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Secrctwy  of  State  of  ilie  United  Stales, 
bjr  order  of  hU  Corenunent,  the  accomptmyiag  printed  copes  of  n  report  and  map 
vliidi  haii'c  been  iinscntcd  to  Her  Uajcaty'a  Government  by  Colonel  Mud^  and 
Ur.  FcathcTBtonbangb,  tbe  commissioDers  einplo];«d  during  tbe  lut  season  toEur\-cy 
the  disputed  territory. 

Tfac  undersigned  is  instractcd  to  ny  ttwt  it  vill  of  coarse  have  become  the  duty 
of  fler  iluje*(y'n<^overonient  lo  lay  the  caid  report  and  map  before  FarllameDt;  but 
Her  M&jcaty'B  GoTcnnDCut  have  bvcu  dc£iroU5.  as  a  mark  of  courtcsjr  and  coii^dcra- 
tjoD  tovnrd  the  GoTcminent  of  the  trniteil  Stxtfs,  that  clMCumcnta  licurinji!  upon  a 
question  of  te>  much  interest  and  tmporlanee  to  the  two  countries  should  in  the  &r3t 
Utttancc  be  comtnanicAtcd  to  the  President.  Tbc  documents  bad  been  officially 
placed  In  the  bands  of  Her  MaJecty*B  Govemmetit  only  a  (ew  days  previously  to  the 
date  of  Uie  instruction  addressed  to  tbc  nnderai^cd. 

Tier  Majesty's  (kn-emtnent  feel  an  unaliated  desire  to  bring  the  long-peniling  quea- 
tioiu  conuected  with  tlie  boundary  bctwe«n  tbc  United  States  and  the  British  pciescs- 
rioas  in  North  America  to  a  final  and  satisfactory  «ctt!cmeiit,  bciu^gr  well  aware  tbat 
questions  of  this  nature,  aa  long  as  they  remain  open  between  two  countries,  must  be 
the  sonrct!  of  frequent  irritation  on  both  ttidettasd  are  linblciit  any  mament  tn  lead  to 
vvenLs  tbat  may  cndanKcr  the  cxisiem-c  uf  friendly  relations. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  que«lions  at  iseiie  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  must  be  beset  with  various  and  really  existing  difficnlties,  or  else  those  quos- 
dons  would  not  hare  retnained  open  ever  aincc  the  year  1783,  aotwithatanJing  tbc 
fncqueat  uDil  earnest  endeuvura  maitc  by  each  Covemment  to  bring  Ihein  to  an 
ailjustmcBt;  but  Ucr  Majeitty's  Government  do  not  relinquish  the  hope  Ihnt  tbc 
rincere  desire  which  is  frit  by  boUi  parties  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  aettlenient  will  at 
lec^b  be  attended  with  suecess. 

Tlic  best  dew  to  guide  the  two  Governments  in  tlicir  future  proceedings  may  per- 
ha|M  be  obtained  by  an  examination  of  the  causes  of  past  failure;  and  the  moat  ptonii- 
Dent  amongst  these  causes  has  certainly  been  a  want  of  correct  information  as  to  the 
topocrapbical  features  and  phj-itiad  cliaracler  of  tlie  dLstn'ct  In  dispute. 

This  want  of  adequate  infonnation  may  be  traced  as  one  of  the  difQcuIties  which 
embamssed  the  Netherlands  Co^-cmraent  in  its  endeavors  to  decide  the  points  nib- 
nutted  to  its  arbitration  in  1830.  Tbc  aamc  has  been  felt  by  the  Oovcrnmcut  in 
England;  it  bus  Iiccn  felt  and  aHntiltiNl  by  the  Government  of  the  Unileil  Sluti-n.  anti 
even  by  tLe  local  governincnt  of  tbc  coiitiKUutis  Slate  of  Maine. 

TIm  British  Govemment  and  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  agreed,  there- 
fore, two  yeaia  igo  that  a  survey  of  the  dkputed  territory  by  a  joint  commission 
would  be  the  mcasare  best  calculated  to  elucidate  and  snlvc  the  questions  at  issue. 
Tlie  Preiudeiit  proposett  lucli  a  commission  and  He.  MajcKly'i;  Covemment  cun- 
•cntcd  lo  it,  and  it  wu  believed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  K^ueiul 
princi|iles  upon  which  the  commission  was  to  be  guided  in  its  local  operations  had 
been  settled  by  tuntunl  agreement,  arrived  at  by  means  of  a  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  the  two  Governments  in  iSj?  and  1838.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment accordingly  transmitteil  in  April  of  butt  yror.  for  the  connittrration  uf  the  Presi- 
dent, tbo  draft  a\  a  convention  tn  Tfgnlatc  the  proceedings  of  tbc  proposed  commis- 
doa,  Tbeprenmblcnfthntdntrt  recited  textiidllytlieHgreemeDt  tbat  bad  been  come 
to  by  means  of  notes  which  bad  been  exchanged  between  (he  two  Governments,  and 
the  articles  of  tbc  draft  were  frauicJ.  as  Her  Majesty's  Oovcnuncnt  considered,  in 
strict  confuimily  with  llm  aKreemrnl. 
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But  the  Govcmmeiit  of  tbe  Votted  States  (Ud  nol  think  pr^>er  t"  auent  to  the 
convention  so  proposed. 

The  t'uited  States  Goi-eniment  diil  not,  Inrleal,  nlle^  tbat  tlie  propoaed  convention 
iraa  at  variaucc  with  tlii:  rc«uU  of  the  picviuui  cutmpondcncc  bvtwc«it  the  two  Gov- 
cramiriits.htit  it  thought  that  the  convenlimi  winiM  ntablish  a  romniiraiou  of  "mere 
exptoiatioa  and  survey."  and  the  President  was  of  opinion  that  tbe  step  iiext  to  be 
taken  hy  the  Wo  Govemmcitts  should  be  to  contrnct  stipulalioiis  bearing  upon  ihc 
face  of  them  the  proinl«e  of  a  fina]  settlement  under  some  (omi  or  other  unit  within  a 
reasonable  time. 

Tlie  United  States  Go\-emmeat  accorfinjly  transmitted  to  the  undesigned,  for 
communi cation  to  Her  Majesty's  Gtivemmcnt,  in  tho  month  of  Jnlj-  last  a  eounter 
draft  of  convention  \->r>-ing  wnsidcnibly  in  snmc  parts  ( >a  the  Secretary  ol  State  of 
the  tinited  States  admitted  in  his  letter  to  the  luidcrsigiieil  of  itie  agih  of  July  last) 
from  tlie  di«ft  propoaed  by  Gi*i»t  Britain,  liut  tbe  Secpetatj-  of  State  ntMtd  thai  the 
United  States  Ooverniuent  did  not  dceiu  it  ncce;iEidry  to  coiuuieut  ui>uti  the  alterations 
■o  imde,  as  the  texl  it»clf  of  tbe  counter  draft  woiilil  he  found  sufficiently  perspicuous. 

Her  Majesty'^  Govemment  might  certainly  well  have  expected  that  some  n.-a»oni 
would  have  been  given  to  explain  why  the  United  States  Co^-cmment  declined  to 
confirm  an  arrangeuient  wtiich  vas  founded  U|>»n  proixwitlons  mude  hy  that  Covrm- 
mcnt  itself  and  upon  modilicaUoiifi  to  wbicli  tlial  Oovernment  luid  a|;reed,  oc  that 
if  the  Amcriain  Government  thought  the  draft  of  convention  llms  proposeil  was  aot 
in  eonfomiity  with  the  previous  agreement  it  would  have  pointed  out  in  what  respect 
the  two  were  considered  to  differ. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  considering  the  pres.?nt  statu  of  the  boundary  (|um- 
tion,  concur  with  th«  Government  of  the  United  State*  in  thinking  Uiat  it  is  ou 
CTCf7  account  expedient  that  the  next  measure  to  l>c  luloptcd  by  the  fm  Goi-erii- 
menta  ahould  contain  arrangements  which  will  necessarily  lead  to  a  final  settlement, 
and  they  think  that  the  convention  which  they  jtrupofKil  taat  year  tu  the  Prmidenl, 
instead  of  tieing  framed  au  ax  tu  constitute  u  mere  cooimiMion  of  exploration  and 
survey,  did,  on  the  contrary,  contain  tttipulationa  calculated  to  lead  to  the  final 
•acertainoicnt  of  the  boundar}-  between  the  two  eouUriea. 

Then  was.  however,  tindoubtedly  one  essential  difference  between  tbe  British 
draft  aitd  the  American  couuter  draft.  Ilic  British  draft  contaiucd  no  proviuon 
cmlKKlyinx  the  |irtncip1e  of  arhltratiuu;  tbe  AiucricAii  couuter  draft  diil  contain 
such  a  proviuon. 

The  nritinh  dnxft  contained  no  provision  (or  arbitration,  because  tli«  principle  of 
arbitraliou  had  not  been  proposed  on  cither  side  during  the  negotiations  upon  which 
that  draft  was  founded,  and  tiecause,  moreover,  it  was  understood  at  that  time  tlint 
tlie  priiidplc  of  arbitration  would  be  decidedly  objected  to  by  the  United  States. 

But  an  the  Unittal  States  Government  hav:  now  expresKeil  a  vrish  to  embody  the 
principle  of  arbitntion  in  the  proposed  convention,  Her  Majesty's  Goverament  are 
perfectly  willing  to  accede  to  that  wish. 

The  undersigned  b  accordingly  instructed  to  aute  officially  to  Mr.  Foraylh  that 
HerMajesty'sRovcrauicut  consent  to  the  two  principles  which  form  the  main  fouu* 
dation  of  the  American  connter  draft,  namely:  Fir«t.  that  the  coinmLssion  to  be 
appointed  shall  be  so  eonstiluted  as  necessarily  to  lead  to  a  fiDal  seltlenieitt  of  the 
qncstions  of  boundary  at  issue  between  the  two  countries,  and,  accoudty,  that  in 
crder  to  secure  such  a  result  tbe  convention  by  which  the  commiaHlon  is  to  be  cre- 
ated shall  contain  a  provision  for  arbitrution  upou  points  as  to  which  the  British  and 
American  commissioners  may  nol  be  able  to  Hgrre. 

The  undersigned  i*,  howe\-er,  iiwtructed  to  add  that  ther*  are  many  matters  of 
detail  in  the  .\mericaii  counter  draft  which  Her  ^lajcsty's  Govcinmeut  can  not 
adopt  The  umlemigHeU  will  be  furnished  from  his  Governnieui.  bj  an  eaity  oppor- 
tunity, vriUt  an  amended  drafi  in  conformity  witli  the  principles  above  stated,  lobe 
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submitted  to  the  considoBtion  of  tbe  President.  And  the  nndenigtied  expects  to  be 
at  the  same  time  furnished  with  instractions  to  pn^K»e  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  a  fresh,  local,  and  temporary  convention  for  the  better  preventioU 
of  incidental  border  collisions  within  the  disputed  tenitoiy  during  the  time  that 
may  be  occupied  in  carrying  through  the  operations  of  survey  or  arbitration. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration.  „  „  pox. 

Mr.  Fonyih  to  Mr.  Fox. 

DsPARTnairr  op  state, 
H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  etc:  Washington,  June  26,  TS40. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  a  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  asd  instant  by  Mr.  Fox,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  Great  Britain,  inclosing  printed  copies  of  the 
report  and  map  laid  before  the  British  Government  by  the  commissioners  employed 
during  the  last  season  to  survey  the  territwy  in  dispute  between  the  two  countries, 
and  communicating  the  consent  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  to  the  two 
principles  which  form  the  main  foundation  of  the  counter  proposition  of  the  United 
States  for  the  adjustment  of  the  question. 

The  undersigned,  havinglaid  Mr.  Fox's  note  before  the  President,  is  instructed  to 
say  in  answer  that  the  President  duly  appreciates  the  motives  of  courtesy  which 
prompted  the  British  Government  to  communicate  to  that  of  the  United  States  the 
documents  referred  to,  and  that  he  derives  great  satisfaction  from  the  announcement 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  relinquish  the  hope  that  the  sincere  desire 
which  is  felt  by  both  parties  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  settlement  will  at  length  be 
attended  with  success,  and  from  the  prospect  held  out  by  Mr.  Fox  of  his  being  accord- 
ingly furnished  by  an  early  opportunity  with  the  draft  of  a  proposition  amended  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  acceded,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  Fox  states  that  bis  Government  might  haveexpected  that  when  the  American 
counter  draft  was  communicated  to  him  some  reasons  would  have  been  given  to 
explain  why  the  United  States  Government  declined  accepting  the  British  draft  of 
convention,  or  that  if  it  thought  the  draft  was  not  in  conformity  with  previous  agree- 
ment  it  would  have  pointed  out  in  what  respect  the  two  were  considered  to  differ. 

In  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  Mr.  Fox  on  the  39th  July  of  last 
year,  transmitting  the  American  counter  draft,  he  stated  that  in  consequence  of  the 
then  recent  events  on  the  frontier  and  the  danger  of  collision  between  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  Governments  a  mere  commission  of  exploration  and  survey 
wouldbeinadequate  tothe  exigencies  of  the  occasion  and  fallbehind  the  just  expec- 
tations of  the  people  of  both  countries,  and  referred  to  the  importance  of  having  the 
measure  next  adopted  bear  upon  its  face  stipulations  which  must  result  in  a  final 
settlement  under  some  form  and  in  a  reasonable  time.  These  were  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  President  to  introduce  in  the  new  project  the  provbions  which 
he  thought  calculated  for  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  object,  and  which  in  his 
opinion  rendered  obviously  unnecessary  any  allusion  to  the  previous  agreements 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Fox.  The  President  is  gratified  to  find  that  a  concurrence  in  those 
views  has  brought  the  minds  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  a  similar  conclusion, 
and  from  this  fresh  indication  of  harmony  in  the  wishes  of  the  two  cabinets  he 
[>f.-nnits  himself  to  anticipate  the  most  satisfactory  result  from  the  measure  under 
consideration. 

The  undersigned  avails  liiniself  of  the  opportunity  to  offer  to  Mr.  For  renewed 
assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration.  JOHN  FORSYTH 
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Washington, /«»<■  ?p.  r/t4o. 
To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit,  in  auswer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Sscute  of  the  t2tb  of  March 

last,  a  commuaicatiou  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  acconipiiaietl  by  such 

infonnation  as  could  I>e  obtaiued  in  rclaliou  to  Ihe  military  and  naval 

preparalious  of  the  British  autliorities  ou  the  northern  frontier  of  the 

United  Slates  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

War  DKTAitTMRynf.yMM^  *7,  J840, 

The  PREaiDEMT  op  THK  UMtTKH  STA.TBS. 

Sik:  I  hfive  llie  honor  to  tmnsmit  hcrrwilli  fi  report  oF  the  Commanditi^  General, 
cmlitacing  the  aubalanc«  of  the  answen  of  the  »c\trn>l  ofEccn  who  weic  applied  to 
to  fiiniiiili  thv  iitfonnaiiciii  required  by  a  Tcsolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i7ih  March 
Inst,  rcfcrrt"!  bv  you  to  this  IVpnrtnicnt,  requesting  tJjs  Prwident  to  crrmmmiicAtc  to 
the  Senate,  if  in  hia  judtctiiunt  coiii])aLihlu  wtlh  the  |tublic  iiitervHta, any  iiifontuitioa 
wbich  may  he  in  the  poesesgion  of  the  Gowmment,  or  which  can  be  convcilieDtly 
obtained,  of  the  military  tkod  navnl  preparations  of  the  BritUh  authorities  on  the 
tiortltern  frontier  of  the  tJidted  States  from  Lake  Aiipcrbr  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
diBtingnishitig  the  pcrmnnent  from  the  tetntx^rarj-  and  field  works, and  particnlorly 
by  noticing  thon:  which  are  within  the  cluimcd  limits  of  the  United  States, 

This  report  niid  a  letter  of  Geiicial  Scott  on  the  subject,  which  was  tra.iismitted  to 
the  Senate  on  the  37th  of  ninrch  la.*^,  furnish  nil  the  informatioii  the  Department  it 
iu  posacsaioii  of  in  relation  to  the  requiretiiciiLi  of  the  above  resolution. 
Very  lapccLfully,  your  most  obedient  ecrvaut, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 


HB>0QVA«TBR£  07  THE  AR5IV, 

Washington t  J un«  j6,  /S40. 
The  SecrsTasv  op  War. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  rthedience  tn  ynar  instntctione  letters  have 
liccn  addrcmcl  to  the  variuu.i  ufliceis  who  it  wiia  supposed  iiii};ht  lie  alili:  to  procure 
the  infonnation  required  by  the  tesolmion  of  the  Senate  of  tlie  I3lh  of  March,  to  wit: 
"//fSotwJ,  Tlint  the  Prcaiilcat  of  the  United  States  be  requcatcd  to  communicate  to 
the  Setiule,  if  in  his  judifnicut  compatible  with  the  public  iiitcii:iit,  any  infonnntion 
whichniaybcin  po^spMion  of  the  Government,  or  which  can  be  conveniently  obtained, 
of  the  military  atid  niival  pTcporatious  of  the  Dritiah  authorities  ou  the  uortlicm  fron- 
tier of  tlic  United  States  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ilislitiguishiDg 
tlie  pcrinftiient  from  the  temporary  and  field  works  end  particularly  by  tiotin),'  those 
which  arc  witlitn  the  clai  tiled  limits  of  the  Uniu-d  States."  Inomitwcr  to  the  letter 
adilres&ed  to  htm  on  the  subject,  and  with  regard  to  the  Senate's  resolution  as  far  as 
relates  to  "niilitar)'  prcparntio&a  of  the  British  authorities  on  the  northern  frontier 
of  the  ITniled  States,"  General  Scott  conimunic^im  tlie  following  {nets:  Tliat  hejias 
paid  hut  little  nttrntion  to  the  forts  and  hamicks  erected  by  the  Britisli  anthorilies 
near  the  bordcrB  of  Maine  a&ovf  Fredcricklon,  in  New  Dnuisnick,  or  iu  Upper 
Canada  abiriv  Cornwall,  being  of  the  fixed  opinion  that  all  such  stnictures  would  Iw 
of  little  Of  no  military  value  to  ciUicr  of  the  pnrtie*  In  tlictTveiit  of  a  new  war  hetween 
the  t'nitcti  State*  and  Great  Britain;  Uml  he  was  la-rt  suniiner  at  the  fiiot  of  l^kc 
Superior,  niid  neither  ssw  nor  heard  of  any  British  fort  or  barracks  on  the  SI.  Marys 
Ri\t:r;  Unit  hctwecn  Lakes  Huron  and  Eric  the  nriti»1i  have  three  sets  of  baimcks — 
one  at  Windsor,  opposite  to  Detroit;  one  at  t«ndwich.  a  lililc  luwurdoHn;  and  the 
tliifd  at  Maiden,   tS  miles  below  the  first — all  built  of  Mwed  Io£«,  ttrcnglbened  by 


Martin  Van  Buren 


i8t6 


hlockbonacs.  loopholes,  etc. ;  that  Maiden  has  lon^  bcffn  a  militai?  post,  iritli  slight 
defoiM!):  thcMc  bitvs  been  recently  Btrni^h^nH.  Th«  worki  si  Snndwlcliuid  Wind- 
aorha^'c  alao.  he  thiukit.  been  erccteil  w-ithin  the  lAstnixorcixht  uontha.  That  ucai 
the  mouth  of  the  NtAjrua  the  British  have  two  small  forts— (rcorge  and  Mississsuga; 
both  existed  during  the  l»st  war;  the  Ultcr  ratty  be  termed  a  permanent  worli.  Slight 
boiTAcks  have  been  erected  nithin  ttic  IasI  two  ycsra  on  the  same  side  near  the  Palla 
and  at  Chippewa,  wiUi  hreastwurkit  at  the  latter  place,  but  nothing,  he  believec,  above 
the  work  firat  named  on  the  Niaf{ara  which  can  be  termed  a  fort. 

That  since  the  commencement  of  recent  troubles  and  ( conscqnent  thereon)  within 
oor  own  limits  Fort  Willium  Henry,  at  Kingston,  and  Fort  ■Wellington,  opposite  to 
OgdcDshurg  (old  worlu),  hss'c  both  been  strengthened  within  themselves,  besides 
the  aihlitton  of  depenilenciet.  These  forts  may  be  caUr*!  permanml.  That  on  the 
St  I^awmjcc  below  Prc«cott,  and  eonfrontinf;  our  territory,  he  Icnon-s  of  no  other 
military  pool.  Twelve  miles  a1>ovc,  at  Brockrillc.  there  mnv  he  temponry  barmclcs 
and  breastworks;  that  he  knows  that  of  late  Brockvllle  has  been  a,  military  station. 

That  in  the  system  of  defenses  on  the  s^pproaclies  to  Montreal  the  Isle  aux  Noix, 
tfeviniica  below  our  line,  and  in  the  outlet  of  I^ke  Champlaln,  stands  at  the  hea<I, 
Tbia  isLuxl  contains  within  itacif  a  system  of  ptrrmanent  works  of  great  strength;  on 
Ibera  the  British  Govcrmncnt  has  from  time  to  time  expended  much  skill  and  labor. 

Thit  Odletown.  near  onr  line,  on  the  western  side  of  L*ke  Champloio,  lias  been 
a  station  for  a  body  of  Canadian  militia  for  two  yeAm,  to  guard  the  neighborhood 
Irom  ref  Ofee  iuccndiariea  from  our  aide.  He  thinks  titat  barracks  ha>-e  lieen  erected 
tbera  for  the  accominodation  of  those  troops,  and  also  at  a  station,  with  the  like 
object,  near  Alboirgh,  Vt,  He  believes  that  there  ore  no  important  British  forta  or 
extensive  British  barracks  on  our  borders  from  Vermont  to  Maine.  In  respect  to 
such  structures  on  the  disputed  terrilory,  that  Gorenior  Fairfield's  published  letters 
contain  fuller  infumiatioa  Ibaa  baa  rcacbol  faim  through  any  other  chunncl;  that 
he  has  heard  of  no  new  military  prepaiations  by  the  British  authorities  on  the  St. 
Croix  or  PasKunaqooddy  Bay. 

That  among  such  preparations,  [lerliapa  he  ought  not  to  omit  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain,  besides  numerous  corps  of  wcll-organited  and  well-inslnirtcd  militia,  has  at 
this  time  within  her  North  Americau  Provinces  more  thun  lo.noo  of  her  best  regular 
troopa.  The  whole  of  those  forces  might  be  tJtought  to  the  verge  of  our  territorj-  In 
a  few  days.  Tw<>.thtrds  of  that  regular  force  has  arrived  out  since  the  spring  of 
1838.  General  Scott  states  that  be  haahad  the  honor  to  re[>art  directly  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  regard  to  tlie  naval  force  recently  maintained  upon  the  American 
lakes  hy  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  a  aimibr  letter  to  that  addre»wd  to  General 
Scott,  General  Brady  writes  from  Detroit  that  the  only  permanent  work  of  which  he 
has  any  knowledge  is  the  one  at  Fort  Maiden,  which  hiu  in  the  lust  year  been  thor. 
Dii|[h[y  repaired,  and  good  aubataatial  barracks  of  wood  liave  been  erected  within  the 
worlcs,  sufficient,  he  thinks,  to  contain  six  if  not  eight  hundred  men:  that  the  timber 
ou  the  island  of  Bois  BUnc  has  bi-«n  partly  taken  off  and  three  sinitl  blockhouses 
erected  on  the  bland.  These  are  all  the  niiliLary  iuiprovements  he  kiiuwi  of  Ijctween 
the  month  of  Detroit  River  and  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior.  That  tempornry  har- 
ndcs  of  wood  capable  of  containing  perhaps  150  men  hare  been  creeled  opposite  to 
Detroit;  that  some  British  militia  arc  stationed  along  the  St.  Clair  River. 

Colonel  Bankh«ail  writes  that  of  the  mtlitAryand  nnv-al  preparations  of  the  British 
ou  the  norlhernfrontierof  the  l.'mied  Slates,  he  can  only  stale  Lhal  Fort  Miasissauga, 
nearly  opposite  our  Fort  Kiagara,  has  been  enlargeil  and  utrengthened:  that  per- 
manent and  extensive  barrackB  were  commenced  last  summer  at  Toronto  and  are 
probably  completed  by  this  time,  and  that  a  Inrge  vessel  for  a  steamer  vms  being  con- 
almcted  last  fall  at  Niagara  City  by  and  for  Ibc  service  of  the  Government;  that  the 
British  Covcnimcnt  has  on  U>ke  OnL-irio  a  steamboat  commanded  and  officered  by 
offiocTB  of  the  navjr.  and  ia  commissioned,  be  presumes,  as  a  Gorerament  vessel; 
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that  the  Aiithoritie*  of  Upper  CnnAH*  had  ImI  miioinfr  in  thcif  Bcrvice  on  Lftke  Erif 
two  stcftmlKMLts.  which  were  at  firat  himl  froui  cilirctu  of  SulTiilo.  but  which  thry 
RiibnHjnvntly  puichNscl.  a»  be  was  informal. 

Lieutenant -Colo  ltd  Cnne  writes  from  RidTatu  tluit  the  only  niilitniy  work  in  that 
vicinity  uudcntoing  rcpaira  (within  his  kaowlcd^)  is  I'ort  Mii»i»saiigti,  at  the 
month  oE  the  Kingiint  River,  un  tlie  Ouinda  sitle,  which  tJie  RtigliKb  liave  been 
repaiHnx  and  extending  for  two  years  post,  and  it  la  believed  to  be  now  in  a  \txy 
effidrnl  state;  that  there  tuiw  heen  minors  of  amed  steunera  being  built  or  build* 
Ing  at  Chippewa,  but  on  inquirv  he  could  learn  of  none  exoept  the  ordinary  aleam- 
boats  for  tbe  navlgatioD  of  the  lakes.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  one  is  building 
on  I^ke  Ontario  by  the  English,  and  Intended  for  the  revenue  service,  but  he  does 
Dot  know  what  truth  there  i«  in  this  stAtcmcnt. 

Ijmtcnnnt- Colonel  Pierce  reports  from  PlaUshiirj;  that  he  ha*  no  knowledge  of 
any  fnilltaiy  or  naval  preparationti  of  the  British  authorities  on  the  line  of  frontier 
•djaccDt  to  bis  command,  comprising  whnt  is  generally  called  the  Iiakc  Chomplain 
frontier,  except  tlie  introductiun  of  uoofis  at  OdteLown  and  Napiervillc.  near  the 
boundar}-  line  between  New  York  end  Canada,  on  the  wCflt  side  of  Vac  lake,  and  also 
the  establishment  of  ii  line  of  po^ts  from  Uiasisqaoi  Bay,  on  the  cut  side  of  the  lake. 
along  and  near  to  tlie  Vermont  frontier  as  far  as  the  Connecticut  River,  the  erection 
of  a  new  barrack  and  Beldwork  at  St.  ]obn,  and  the  repairs  and  atmamcnt  of  the 
Isle  aux  Noix.  with  increased  force  at  both  of  these  posts;  that  none  of  the  posl- 
lions  sooccnpied  by  British  troops  arc  within  th?  claimed  HmitKof  the  United  States; 
that  tbetc  military  preparatuina  (it  has  been  hcretufvre  undenttuod )  have  been  luade 
by  the  British  authorities  to  suppress  rebellion  and  iusurrectioa  among  the  Canadian 
populotion. 

Captain  Johnaon  reports  from  Fort  Brady  that  be  has  heard  uothiiLg  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  teaoliitlan  t>ut  mere  rutnorK,  nnil  that  there  is  nu  Appeamni'i;  of  any  works 
goinj;  up  anywhere  on  the  Caniuia  side  of  the  St.  Marys  Kiv-er.  The  files  of  the 
Adjuiant-GctierBl's  Office  have  been  examined,  but  no  further  information  has  been 
elicited. 

Rcspccthilly  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB. 

Major-Gfntral. 


WASHIKGTON,/*ffr  2p,  r^O. 

7b  the  House  of  Repreienfaitves  of  the  Uniltd  Staff t: 

I  tran-smit  hcmvith  a  cammuaication  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  accom- 
panied by  a  report  of  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  embracing 
all  the  information  which  can  be  obtaiaed  iu  answer  to  a  resoltijion  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  6tli  of  April,  1840,  requesting  to  be 
furnished  with  any  infomuition  in  possession  of  the  executive  department 
showing  the  miUt3r\'  preparation  of  Great  Britain  by  introducing  troops 
into  Canatla  or  New  Rrtinswick  or  erecting  or  repairing  fortifications 
on  our  northern  or  northeastern  boundflr>'  or  by  preparing  naval  arma- 
ments on  any  of  the  great  nortlicrn  lakes,  and  what  preparations,  if  any, 
ha\'c  been  made  by  this  Government  to  put  the  United  States,  and  espe- 
cially those  frontiers,  in  a  posture  of  defense  against  Great  Britain  ii:  case 
of  war. 

U.  VAN  BUREN. 
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Washington  City,  June  29,  iSfo. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  the  inclosed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accom- 
panying  documents,  furnishing  all  the  information  the  Department  has 
heen  able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  any  violation  of  or  desire  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  to  annul  the  agreement  entered  into  between  that  Gov- 
ernment and  the  United  States  in  the  month  of  April,  18 17,  relative  to 
the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes,  called  for  by 
a  lesolntion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  March  last. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

SiH:  I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  statement  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  the  transfers  which  have  been  made  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  year  from  different  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  to  other  appropriations  for  the  same  service,  which  had  become 
necessary  for  the  public  interests. 

The  law  under  which  these  transfers  were  made  conveys  no  authority 
for  refunding  the  different  amounts  which  may  be  transferred.  On  the 
contrary,  so  soon  as  the  appropriations  for  the  year  shall  pass  and  the 
means  be  furnished  for  refunding  these  sums  the  repayments  would  be 
prohibited  by  the  law  of  3d  March,  1809,  in  relation  to  general  transfers. 

Some  authority  to  refund  the  amounts  which  may  be  transferred  under 
the  law  of  30th  of  June,  1834,  seems  so  obviously  indispensable  to  any 
'jeneficial  exercise  of  the  power  which  it  grants  that  its  omission  may  be 
presumed  to  have  been  accidental. 

The  subject  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
for  such  action  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  accomplish  the  restoration 
of  these  transfers,  and  thus  confirm  the  original  appropriations  as  they 
are  established  by  Congress,  instead  of  leaving  their  expenditure  discre- 
tionary  with  the  Executive.  ^   y^jj  BUREN. 

July  2, 1840. 

[The  same  message  was  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  c 
Representatives.  ] 

Washington,  July  20, 1840. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
nth  March  last,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by 
a  communicaticm  and  other  documents  from  the  Commissoner  of  Indian 

■^-^"^  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

*KeUtiiic  to  imtcbaMi  of  Indiui  land*  aince  the  cBtabtishmenl  of  the  Federal  Govcnunent. 
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JULV   35,   1840. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  20th  instant,  herewith  transmits  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  M.  C.  Perry  in  relation  to 
the  light-houses  of  England  and  France. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

Washington  Citv,  March  ji,  1840. 
The  President  of  the  United  States,  findioE  that  different  rules  prevail 
at  different  places  as  well  in  respect  to  the  hours  of  labor  by  persona 
employed  on  the  public  worts  under  the  immediate  authority  of  himself 
aud  the  Departments  as  also  iu  relation  to  the  different  classes  of  work- 
men, and  believing  that  much  inconvenience  and  dissatisfaction  wouM 
be  remoi-ed  by  adopting  a  uniform  course,  hereby  directs  that  all  such 
persons,  whether  laborers  or  meclianics,  be  required  to  work  <mly  the 
number  of  bouts  preacribed  by  the  ten-hour  system. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washington,  December  j,  1840. 
FeUow-Citisens  fff  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Our  devout  gratitude  is  due  to  the  Supreme  Being  for  having  gra^ 
ciously  continued  to  our  Ijeloved  coiuitr>'  through  the  vicissitudes  of 
another  year  thn  invaluable  blessings  of  liealth,  plenty,  aud  peace.  Sel- 
dom has  this  favored  land,  been  so  generally  exempted  from  the  ravag:es 
of  disease  or  the  lalxjr  of  the  husbandinau  more  amply  rewarded,  and 
never  before  have  our  relations  with  other  countries  been  placed  on  a 
more  fa\-orable  basis  than  that  which  they  so  happily  occupy  at  this  crit- 
ical coujunctUTe  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  A  riijid  and  persevering 
abstinence  from  all  interference  with  the  domestic  and  political  relations 
of  other  States,  alike  due  to  the  genius  and  distinctive  character  of  our 
Government  aud  to  the  principles  by  which  it  is  directed;  a  faithful 
obser\'ance  in  the  management  of  our  foreign  relations  of  the  practice  of 
speaking  plainly,  dealing  justly,  and  requiring  truth  and  justice  in  return 
as  the  best  couser\'atives  of  the  peace  of  nations;  a  strict  impartiality  in 
our  manifestations  of  friendship  in  the  commercial  privileges  we  concede 
and  those  we  req  uire  from  others — these,  accompanied  by  a  disposition  as 
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prompt  to  maintaiti  in  every  emergency  our  own  rights  as  we  nre  from 
principle  averse  to  Ihc  inva.<uon  of  those  of  others,  have  given  to  our 
couDtr>-  and  Co\'cmmcnt  a  standing;  in  the  RT^at  family  of  natinns  of 
which  wc  ha\*c  jtist  cause  to  be  proud  and  the  advantages  of  wliJch  are 
experienced  by  our  dtizens  throughout  evcr>'  portion  of  the  earth  to 
which  their  enterprising  and  adventurous  spirit  maycarr>'  them.  Few, 
if  any,  remain  insensible  to  the  value  of  our  friendship  or  ignorant  of 
the  temis  on  which  it  can  be  acquired  and  by  which  it  can  alone  be 
preser^-ed. 

A  series  of  questions  of  long  standing,  difficult  in  thetr  adjustment  and 
important  in  their  consequences,  in  which  the  rights  of  our  citizens 
and  the  honor  of  the  country  were  deeply  involved,  have  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  (the  most  of  them  dtiring  the  successful  Administration  of 
my  immediate  predecessor)  been  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion; 
and  the  most  important  of  those  remaining  are.  I  am  happy  to  believe, 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

With  all  the  poi,vcrs  of  the  world  our  relations  arc  those  of  honorable 
peace.  Since  yotu*  adjournment  nothing  serious  has  occurred  to  inter- 
rupt or  threaten  this  desirable  harmony.  If  clouds  ha\-e  lowered  above 
the  other  hemisphere,  they  have  not  cast  iheir  portentous  shadows  upon 
our  happy  shores.  Bound  by  no  entangling  alliances,  yet  linked  by  a 
common  nature  and  interest  with  the  other  nations  of  mankind,  our 
aspirations  arc  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  in  whose  solid  and  civiliz- 
ing triumphs  all  may  participate  with  a  generous  emulation,  Yet  it 
behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for  any  c\'cnt  and  to  Iw  always  ready  to  main- 
tain those  just  and  enlightened  principles  of  national  intercourse  for 
which  this  GovcMnment  has  ever  contended.  In  the  shock  of  contend- 
ing  empires  it  is  only  by  assuming  a  resolute  bearing  and  clothing 
themselves  with  defensive  armor  that  neutral  nations  can  maintain  their 
independent  rights. 

The  excitement  wliich  grew  out  of  the  territorial  controversy  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  having  in  a  great  measure  subsided, 
it  is  hoped  that  a  favorable  period  is  approaching  for  its  Snal  settlement 
Both  Governments  must  now  be  con\*inced  of  the  dangers  with  which 
the  question  Ls  fraught,  and  it  must  tie  their  desire,  as  it  is  their  interest, 
that  ttiis  perpetual  cause  of  irritation  should  be  removed  as  speedily  as 
practicable.  In  my  last  annual  message  you  were  informed  that  the 
proposition  for  a  commission  of  exploration  and  survey  promised  by 
Great  Britain  had  been  received,  and  that  a  counter  project,  including 
also  a  provision  for  the  certain  and  fiunl  adjustment  of  the  litniits  in 
dispute,  was  then  before  the  British  Government  for  its  consideration. 
The  answer  of  that  Government,  accompanied  by  additional  propositions 
of  its  own,  was  received  through  its  minister  here  since  yonr  separation. 
These  were  promptly  considered,  such  as  were  deemed  correct  in  prin- 
ciple and  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  just  rights  of  the  United 
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States  aoH  of  the  State  of  Maine  coQctured  in,  aud  tbe  reasons  for  d!^ 
senting  froni  the  rcjuthie,  with  an  additionni  suggestion  on  our  part,  com- 
municated hy  the  Sccrctao*  of  State  to  Mr,  J-'ox.  Tliat  minister,  not 
feeling  himself  sufficiently  instructed  upon  some  of  the  points  raised  in 
the  discussion,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refer  the  matter  to  his  own  Gov- 
emiuent  for  its  furtherdcdsion.  Having  nowK-cn  for  some  time  under 
its  adviaemeut,  a  speedy  answer  may  be  confidently  expected.  From  the 
character  of  the  points  still  in  difference  and  the  undoubted  disposition 
of  both  parlies  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  early  conchision.  I  look  with 
entire  coufidcnce  to  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  tcrmioatiou  c(  tbe  n^o- 
tiatioD.  Three  commisMoncrs  were  appointed  shortly  after  the  ad;(>Hni- 
mcnt  of  Congress  under  the  act  of  tbe  last  session  pro\'idiug  for  tbe 
exploration  and  sur\-ey  of  the  line  which  separates  the  States  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  from  the  British  Proi'inces.  They  have  been 
actively  employed  until  their  progress  was  interrupted  by  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  season,  and  will  resume  Ihdr  labors  as  soon  as  practicable  in 
the  ensuing  year. 

It  \%  understood  that  their  re^wctive  examinations  will  throw  nen 
light  upon  the  subject  in  controversy  and  serve  to  remove  any  erroneous 
impressions  which  may  have  been  made  elsewhere  prejudicial  to  the  rights 
of  the  United  States.  It  was,  among  other  reasons,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting the  embarrassments  which  in  our  peculiar  system  of  govern- 
ment impede  and  complicate  negotiations  involving  the  territorial  rights 
of  a  State  that  I  thought  it  my  duty,  as  you  have  been  informed  on  a 
pre\*ious  occasion,  to  propose  to  the  British  Government,  through  its 
minister  at  Washington,  tliat  early  steps  should  be  taken  to  adjust  tbe 
points  of  difference  on  the  Hue  of  boundary  from  the  entrance  of  Lake 
Superior  to  the  mo*t  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  by 
the  arbitration  of  a  friendly  power  in  conformity  with  the  seventh  article 
of  the  treat)'  of  Ghent.  No  answer  has  yet  becu  returned  by  the  British 
Go^-ernment  to  tliis  proposition. 

With  Austria,  France,  Pni.wia,  Russia,  and  the  remaining  powers  of 
Europe  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  our  relations  continue  to  tie  of  the 
most  friendly  character.  With  Belgium  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, ba.<icd  upon  liberal  principles  of  reciprocity  and  equality,  was 
concluded  in  March  last,  and,  having  been  ratified  by  the  Belgian  Gov- 
ernment, will  be  duly  laid  before  the  Senate.  It  is  a  subject  of  congratu- 
lation that  it  provides  for  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  a  long-standing 
question  of  controversy,  thus  removing  the  only  obstacle  which  could 
obstruct  the  friendly  and  nnitually  advantageous  intercourse  between  tbe 
two  nations.  A  messenger  has  been  dispatched  with  the  Hano\'erian 
treaty  to  Berlin,  where,  according  to  stipulation,  the  ratifications  are  to  be 
exchanged.  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  after  many  delays  and 
difGculties  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Porttigal  was  concltidcd  and  signed  at  X<Uboii  on  the  36th  of 
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August  last  by  the  plenipotentiaries  trf  the  two  Governments.  Its  stipti- 
lations  are  founded  upon  those  principles  of  mutal  liberality  and  advan- 
tage which  the  United  States  have  always  sought  to  make  the  baas  of 
thar  intercoarse  with  foreign  powers,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  tend 
to  foster  and  strengthen  the  commercisl  intercourse  of  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  agent  has 
been  sent  to  Germany  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  our 
tobacco  trade. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  convention  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  Mexico  having  met  and 
organized  at  Washington  in  August  last,  the  papers  in  the  possession 
of  the  Government  relating  to  those  claims  were  communicated  to  the 
board.  The  claims  not  embraced  by  that  convention  are  now  the  subject 
of  negotiation  between  the  two  Governments  through  the  medium  of  our 
minister  at  Mexico. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  our  relations  with 
the  different  Governments  of  South  America.  I  regret,  however,  to  be 
obliged  to  inform  you  that  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the  late  Repub- 
hc  of  Colombia  have  not  yet  been  satisfied  by  the  separate  Governments 
into  which  it  has  been  resolved. 

The  charg^  d'affaires  of  Srazil  having  expressed  the  intention  of  his 
Government  not  to  prolong  the  treaty  of  1828,  it  will  cease  to  be  obliga- 
tory upon  either  party  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1841,  when  the 
extensive  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  that 
vast  Empire  will  no  longer  be  regulated  by  express  stipulations. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  that  the  Government  of 
Chili  has  entered  into  an  agreement  to  indemnify  the  claimants  in  the 
case  of  the  Mcuedonian  iar  American  property  seized  in  1819,  and  to 
add  that  information  has  also  been  received  which  justifies  the  hope  of 
an  early  adjustment  of  the  remaining  claims  upon  that  Government. 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  Texas  for  marking  the  boundary  between  them 
bave,  according  to  the  last  report  received  from  our  commissioner,  sur- 
veyed and  established  the  whole  extent  of  the  boundary  north  along 
the  western  bank  of  the  Sabine  River  from  its  entrance  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  north  latitude.  The  commission 
adjourned  on  the  i6th  of  June  last,  to  reassemble  on  the  ist  of  Novem- 
ber for  the  purpose  of  establishing  accurately  the  intersection  of  the 
tlurty-second  degree  of  latitude  with  the  western  bank  of  the  Sabine  and 
the  meridian  line  thence  to  Red  River.  It  is  presumed  that  the  work 
will  be  concluded  in  the  present  season. 

The  present  sound  condition  of  their  finances  and  the  success  with 
which  embarrassments  in  regard  to  them,  at  times  apparently  insurmount- 
able, have  been  overcome  are  matters  upon  which  the  people  and  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  well  c(mgratulate  themselves.     An 
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cwerflowing  Treasurj",  liowever  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  evidence  of 
public  prosperity,  is  seldom  couducive  to  the  iiermaneiil  welfare  of  any 
people,  and  experiwice  lias  demouslrated  its  iucoiiipatibility  with  the 
salutary  action  of  political  iiistitutioiis  like  those  of  the  United  States. 
Our  safest  rcliauce  for  fiuaucial  efficieucy  aud  iudepeudeiicc  has,  uu  the 
contrary,  becu  fouud  to  coiisist  iu  ample  resources  uueucumbcrvd  with 
debt,  and  in  this  respect  tlie  Federal  Government  occupies  a  singularly 
fortunate  and  tmly  enviable  position. 

When  I  entered  upon  thedischargeofmy  official  duties  in  March.  1837, 
the  act  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  re\'euue  was  in  a  course  of  rapid 
execution.  Nearly  $28,000,000  of  the  public  moneys  were,  in  pursuance 
of  its  provisions,  deposited  with  the  States  iu  the  monthsof  Jaauary,  April, 
and  JtUy  of  that  year.  In  May  there  occurred  a  general  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  including,  with  very  few  exceptions,  those 
in  which  the  public  moneys  were  deposited  and  upon  whose  fidelity  the 
Government  had  unfortunately  made  itself  dependent  for  the  revenues 
which  had  been  collected  from  the  people  aud  were  indispensable  to  the 
public  service. 

This  suspension  ond  the  excesses  in  banking  and  commerce  out  of 
which  it  arose,  and  which  were  greatly  aggravated  by  its  occurrence, 
made  to  a  great  extent  unavailable  the  principal  part  of  the  public 
mouey  then  on  hand,  suspended  the  collection  of  many  millions  accruing 
on  merchants'  Ixinds,  and  greatly  reduced  the  revenue  arising  from  cus- 
toms and  the  public  lands.  These  effects  have  continued  to  operate  in 
various  degrees  to  the  present  period,  and  iu  addition  to  the  decrease 
in  the  revenue  thus  produced  two  and  a  half  millions  of  duties  b^ive  been 
relinquished  by  two  biennial  redtictions  under  the  act  of  1833.  and  prob- 
ably as  much  more  upon  the  importation  of  iron  for  railroads  by  special 
legislation. 

Whilst  such  has  been  our  condition  for  the  last  four  years  in  relation  to 
revenue,  we  have  during  the  same  period  been  subjected  to  au  unavoida- 
ble  continuance  of  large  extraordinary  expenses  necessarily  growing  out 
of  past  transactions,  and  which  could  not  be  immediately  arrested  with- 
out great  prejtidice  to  the  public  interest.  Of  these,  the  charge  upon  the 
Treasur'/  in  consequence  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  alone,  \vithout  adverting 
to  others  arising  out  of  Indian  treaties,  has  already  exceeded  $5,000,000; 
that  for  the  prosecution  of  measures  for  the  removal  of  tlie  Seminole 
Indiaus.  which  were  found  in  progress,  has  been  nearly  fourteen  millions, 
and  the  ptiblic  buildings  have  required  the  unusual  sum  of  nearly  three 
millions. 

r  It  affords  me,  however,  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  from  the 
commencement  of  this  period  to  the  present  day  every  demand  upon  the 
Govenunent,  at  home  or  abroad,  has  been  promptly  met.  This  has  Iwen 
done  not  only  without  creatiaj;  a  permanent  debt  or  a  resort  to  addi- 
tional taxation  iu  any  form,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  steadily  progressive 
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reduction  of  existing  burdens  upou  the  people,  Ica\'icg  still  a  coQsider- 
able  balance  of  a^'ailabIe  fuuds  whicb  will  remain  In  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  erf  the  year.  Tlie  small  amount  of  Treasury  notc^,  not  exceeding 
^,5oo,cxx>.  still  outstanding,  and  less  by  twenty -three  millions  than  the 
United  States  have  in  deposit  with  the  States,  is  composed  of  such  only 
ss  arc  not  yet  due  or  have  not  been  presented  for  payment.  They  may 
be  redeemed  out  of  the  accruing  revenue  if  the  expenditures  do  not 
exceed  the  amount  within  which  they  may,  it  is  thought,  be  kept  with* 
out  prejudice  to  the  public  interest,  and  the  revenue  shall  pro\'e  to  be  as 
large  as  may  justly  be  anticipated. 

Among  the  reOections  arising  from  the  contemplation  of  these  circnm-| 
staaccs,  one,  not  the  least  gratifpng,  is  the  consciousness  that  the  Gov- 
eniment  had  the  resolution  and  the  abihty  to  adhere  in  every  emergency 
to  the  sacred  obligations  of  law,  lo  execute  all  its  contracts  according  to 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  thus  to  present  when  most 
needed  a  rallying  point  by  which  the  business  of  the  whole  country 
might  be  brought  hack  to  a  safe  and  unvarying  standard — a  result  \itally. 
important  as  well  to  the  interests  as  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  There^ 
can  surely  now  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  incalculable 
riU  that  would  have  arisen  if  the  Government  at  that  critical  moment 
suffered  itself  to  be  deterred  from  upholding  the  only  true  standard 
'  value,  cither  by  the  pressure  of  adverse  circumstances  or  the  violence  of 
unmerited  denunciation.  The  manner  in  which  the  people  sustaincJ^ 
the  performance  of  this  duty  was  highly  honorable  to  their  fortitude  and 
palrtotism.  It  can  not  fail  to  stimulate  their  agents  to  adhere  under  all 
Circumstances  to  the  line  of  duty  and  to  satisfy  them  of  the  safety  with 
which  a  course  really  right  and  demanded  by  a  fiuaucial  crisis  may  in  a 
community  Uke  ours  be  pursued,  however  apparently  severe  its  imme- 
diate operation.  J 

The  policy  of  the  Federal  Government  in  exttuguishing  as  ra|Hdly  as 
possible  the  national  debt,  and  .subsequently  in  resisting  every  temp- 
tation to  create  a  new  one,  deser\'es  to  be  regarded  in  the  same  favor- 
able light.     Among  the  many  objections  to  a  national  debt,  the  certain 
tcndeticy  of  public  sccorities  to  couccntratc  ultimately  in  the  coffers 
of  foreign  stockholders  is  one  which  is  every  day  gathering  strength. 
Already  have  the  resources  of  many  of  the  Stales  and  the  futiu^  indus- 
try of  their  citizens  been  indefinitely  mortgaged  lo  the  subjects  of  Euro- 
Goveminents  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  auumUly  to  pay  the 
fcotistautly  accruing  interest  on  borrowed  money— a  sum  exceeding  half 
the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  whole  United  States.     The  pretext  which 
Ltfais  relation  afftntls  to  foreigners  to  scrutinize  the  management  of  our 
I  domestic  affairs,  if  not  actually  to  intermeddle  with  them,  presents  a  sub- 
ject for  earnest  attention,  not  to  say  of  serious  alarm.      Fortunately,  the 
Federal  Go%'eriiuient,  with  the  exception  of  an  obligation  entered  into 
In  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  must  soou  be  discha:^^ 
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J3  wholly  exempt  from  any  such  embarrassment,  tt  is  also,  as  b 
believed,  the  only  Government  which,  having'  fully  and  faithfully  paid 
all  its  creditors,  has  also  relieved  itself  entirely  from  debt.  To  main- 
tain a  distinction  so  desirable  and  so  honorable  to  our  national  character 

J^ould  br  an  object  of  earnest  solicitude.  Never  should  a  free  people, 
if  it  l)c  possible  to  avoid  it.  expose  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  having 
to  treat  of  the  peace,  the  honor,  or  the  safety  of  the  Republic  with  the 
f:ovenimcnts  <rf  foreign  creditors,  who,  however  well  disposed  they  may 
be  to  cultivate  with  us  in  general  friendly  relations,  ore  nevertheless 

■  by  llie  law  of  their  own  condition  made  hostile  to  the  success  and  per- 
manency of  political  institutions  like  ours.    Most  humiliating  may  be 

Itlie  embarrassments  consequent  upon  such  a  condition.     Another  objec- 

Tiou,  scarcely  less  formidable,  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  debt  is 
its  inevitable  tendency  to  increase  in  magnitude  aud  to  foster  national 
Lextravagance.  He  has  been  au  unprofitable  observer  of  events  who 
needs  at  this  day  to  be  admouished  of  the  difficulties  which  a  govem- 
meut  habitually  dependent  on  loans  to  sustain  its  ordinary  expenditures 
has  to  encounter  in  resisting  the  influences  constantly  eierted  in  favor 
of  addiiional  loans:  by  capitalists,  who  enrich  themselves  by  government 
securities  for  amounts  much  exceeding  the  money  they  actually  advance — 
a  prolific  source  of  individual  ag^^raudizement  in  all  borrowing  cotiutnes; 
by  stockholders,  who  seet  their  gains  in  the  rise  aud  fall  of  public  stocks; 
and  by  the  selfish  iniportuuities  of  applicants  for  appropriations  for  works 
avowedly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  but  the  real  objects  of 

Jw'hich  are  too  frequently  the  advancement  of  private  interests.  Tlie 
known  necessity  which  so  many  of  the  States  will  he  under  to  impose 
taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  debts  furnishes  au  addi- 
tional and  vcr>'  cogent  reason  why  the  Federal  Government  should 
refrain  from  crcflting  a  national  debt,  by  which  the  people  would  be 
exposed  to  double  taxation  for  a  similar  object.  We  possess  within  onr- 
selves  ample  resources  for  every  emergency,  and  we  may  be  quite  sure 
that  our  citizens  in  no  future  exigency  ■nil!  be  unwilling  to  supply  the 
Govennnent  with  all  the  means  asked  for  the  defense  of  the  country. 
lu  time  of  peace  there  can,  at  all  events,  be  no  justification  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a  permanent  debt  by  the  Federal  Gm-emmcnt.  Its  Umitcd  range 
of  constitutional  duties  may  certainly  under  such  circumstances  be  per- 
formed without  such  a  resort.  It  has,  it  is  seen,  been  avoided  during 
Four  yciiR*  of  greater  fiscal  difficulties  than  have  existed  in  a  amilar 
period  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  one  also  remarkable 
(or  the  ocairrcncc  of  extraordinary  causes  of  expenditures. 

IJut  to  flccompli.'^h  so  dcsirnble  an  object  two  things  are  indispensable: 
l"ir>;t,  tb.-it  the  aetion  of  the  Federal  Government  be  kept  within  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  its  founders,  and,  secondly,  that  all  appropria- 
tions for  objects  .-idniilicd  i<>  be  constitutional,  and  the  expenditure  of 
them  also,  be  subjected  to  a  standard  of  ri^id  but  well-considered  and 
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practical  economy.  The  first  depends  chiefly  on  the  people  themselves — 
the  opinions  they  form  of  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  confidence  they  repose  in  the  political  sentiments  of  those  they  select 
as  thdr  representatives  in  the  Federal  Legislature;  the  second  rests  upon 
the  fidelity  with  which  their  more  immediate  representatives  and  other 
public  functionaries  discharge  the  trusts  committed  to  them.  The  duty  of 
economizing  the  expenses  of  the  public  service  is  admitted  on  all  hands; 
yet  there  are  few  subjects  upon  which  there  exists  a  wider  difference  of 
opinion  than  is  constantly  manifested  in  regard  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
that  duty  is  discharged.  Neither  diversity  of  sentiment  nor  even  mutual' 
recriminatians  upon  a  point  in  respect  to  which  the  pubhc  mind  is  so 
justly  sensitive  can  well  be  entirely  avoided,  and  least  so  at  periods  of 
great  political  excitement.  An  intelligent  people,  however,  seldom  fail 
to  arrive  in  the  end  at  correct  conclusions  in  such  a  matter,  Practicajj 
economy  in  the  management  of  pubhc  affairs  can  have  no  adverse  influ- 
ence to  contend  with  more  powerfiJ  than  a  large  surplus  revenue,  and  the 
unusually  large  appropriations  for  1837  may  without  doubt,  independ- 
ently of  the  extraordinary  requisitions  for  the  public  service  growing  out 
of  the  state  of  our  Indian  relations,  be  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  traced 
to  this  source.  The  sudden  and  rapid  distribution  of  the  large  surplus 
then  in  the  Treasury  and  the  equally  sudden  and  unprecedentedly  severe 
revulsion  in  the  commerce  and  business  of  the  country,  pointing  with 
unerring  certainty  to  a  great  and  protracted  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
strengthened  the  propriety  of  the  earliest  practicable  reduction  of  the 
public  expenditures. 

But  to  change  a  system  operating  upon  so  large  a  surface  and  applicable 
to  such  numerous  and  diversified  interests  and  objects  was  more  than 
the  work  of  a  day.  The  attention  of  every  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  immediately  and  in  good  faith  directed  to  that  end,  and  has 
been  so  continued  to  the  present  moment.  The  estimates  and  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  1838  (the  firstjiver  which  I  had  any  control)  were  some- 
what diminished.  The  expenditures  of  1839  were  reduced  $6,000,000. 
Those  of  1840,  exclusive  of  disbursements  for  public  debt  and  trust 
claims,  will  probably  not  exceed  twenty-two  and  a  half  millions,  being 
between  two  and  three  millions  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year  and 
nine  or  ten  millions  less  than  those  of  1837.  Nor  has  it  been  found 
necessary  in  order  to  produce  this  result  to  resort  to  the  power  conferred 
by  Congress  of  postponing  certain  classes  of  the  public  works,  except  by 
deferring  expenditures  for  a  short  period  upon  a  limited  portion  of  them, 
and  which  postponement  terminated  some  time  since — at  the  moment 
the  Treasury  Department  by  further  receipts  from  the  indebted  banks 
became  fully  assured  of  its  ability  to  meet  them  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  so-vice  in  other  req>ects.  Causes  are  in  c^)eration  which  will, 
it  is  believed,  justify  a  still  further  reduction  without  injur>'  to  any 
important  national  interest.     The  expenses  of  sustaining  the  troops 
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employed  in  Florida  have  been  ftradually  nnd  grentlj'  reduced  through 
the  persevering  efFortK  of  the  War  Department,  and  a  reasonable  hope 
may  be  entertained  that  the  necessity  for  militarj'  operations  in  that 
quarter  will  s<K>n  cease.  The  removal  of  the  Indians  from  within  our 
settled  borders  is  nearly  completed.  The  pension  list,  one  of  the  heav- 
iest charges  upon  the  Treasury,  is  rapidly  diminishing  hy  death.  The 
most  costly  of  our  public  buildings  are  either  finished  or  nearly  so,  and 
we  may,  I  think,  lafely  promiiie  ourselves  a  coatinned  exemption  from 
border  difBcuIties. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  rst  of  January  next  ts 
estimated  at  $1,500,000.  This  sum,  with  the  expected  receipts  from  all 
sources  during  the  next  year,  will,  it  is  belie\'ed.  be  sufficient  to  enable 
the  Government  to  meet  every  engagement  and  have  a  suitable  balance 
in  the  Treasury'  nt  the  end  of  the  year,  if  the  remedial  measures  con- 
nected with  the  customs  and  the  public  lands  heretofore  recoiiiiiiended 
are  adopted  and  the  new  appropriations  by  Congress  shall  not  carry  the 
expenditures  beyond  the  official  estimates. 

I"  The  new  system  established  by  Congress  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  money,  prescribing  the  kind  of  currency  to  be  received  for  the  pub- 
lic revenue  and  providing  additional  guards  and  securities  apainst  losses, 
has  now  been  several  moutlu  in  operation.  Although  it  might  be  pre- 
mature upon  an  experience  of  such  limited  duration  to  form  a  definite 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  its  influences  in  correcting  many  evils 
under  which  the  Federal  Governnicnt  and  the  country  have  hitherto 
suffered,  especially  those  that  have  grown  out  of  banking  expansions,  a 
depreciated  currency,  and  official  defalcations,  yet  it  is  but  right  to  say 
that  nothing  has  occurred  iu  the  practical  operation  of  the  system  to 
weaken  iu  the  sltghtcfsl  degree,  but  much  to  streugthen,  the  confident 
anticipations  of  its  friends.  The  grounds  of  these  hax-e  been  heretofore 
so  fully  explained  as  to  require  no  recapitulation.  Iu  respect  to  the 
facility  and  convenience  it  affords  in  conducting  the  public  service,  and 
the  ability  of  the  Goveniment  to  discharge  through  its  agency  every 
duty  attendant  on  the  collection,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the  pub- 
lic money  with  promptitude  and  success,  I  can  say  with  confidence  that 
the  apprehensions  of  tho«e  who  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppose  its 
adoption  have  proved  to  be  unfounded.  On  the  contrarj-,  this  branch 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Goverument  has  been,  and  it  is  believed  may 
Lalways  be.  thus  carried  on  with  every  desirable  facility  and  security. 
A  few  changes  and  impro\-emeuts  in  the  details  of  the  system,  without 
affecting  any  principles  involved  in  it,  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  the 
Secretarj'  of  the  Treasurj',  and  will,  I  am  sure,  recei\'e  at  your  hands  that 
attention  to  which  they  may  on  examination  lie  found  to  be  entitled. 

I  have  deemed  this  brief  summary  of  our  fiscal  affairs  necessarj*  to  the 
due  perfonnaiicc  of  a  duty  sjK'ciallv  enjoined  iijxin  me  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.    It  will  serve  also  to  illustrate  more  fully  tbe  principles  by  which 
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I  hare  been  guided  io  refereoce  to  two  coutcstcd  points  iu  oar  pubUc 
policy  which  were  earliest  in  their  development  and  ba\-e  been  more 
important  iu  thelrconsequciicesthanauy  tliat  have  arisen  uuder  our  com- 
|4icated  and  difficult,  yet  admirahlc,  system  of  Eovcramciit.  I  allude"^ 
to  a  aatioiial  debt  aud  a  national  bank.  It  was  in  these  that  the  polit- 
ical contests  by  which  the  countrj*  has  been  agitated  ever  since  the  adop- 
UoD  of  the  Constitution  in  a  great  measure  originated,  and  there  ia  too 
mocli  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  conSicting  interests  and  opposing 
principles  thus" marshaled  will  continue  as  heretofore  to  produce  similar, 
if  not  aggravated  cousequcnces.  — ' 

Coming   into  ofBce   the  declared  eneiny  of  both,   1  have   earnestly 
ideavored  to  prevent  a  resort  to  either. 

The  consideration  that  a  large  public  debt  afiords  an  apology,  and) 
produces  in  some  degree  a  necessity  also,  for  resorting  to  a  system 
and  extent  of  taxation  which  is  not  only  oppre'ai\'e  throughout,  but  is  like- 
wise so  apt  to  lead  in  the  cud  to  the  commissiou  of  lliat  most  odious  of  all 
offeDScs  against  the  principles  of  repnblican  go\'enuneut,  the  prostitu- 
tion o£  political  power,  conferred  for  the  general  benefit,  to  the  aggran- 
dizemeut  of  particular  classes  and  the  gratification  of  individual  cupidity, 
k  alone  snfltcient,  independently  of  the  weighty  objections  which  ha.vc 
already  been  urged,  to  render  ii:^  creation  and  existence  the  sources  of 
tntter  and  unappeasable  discord.  If  we  add  to  this  its  inevitable  tefUj 
dency  to  prodace  and  foster  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  public 

aneys,  by  which  a  necessity  is  created  for  new  Ioan»  and  new  burdens 
the  people,  and,  finally,  refer  to  the  examples  of  every  government 
which  has  existed  for  proof,  bon-  seldom  it  is  that  the  system,  when  once 
adopted  and  implanted  in  the  policy  of  a  country,  has  failed  to  expand 
itself  until  public  credit  was  exhaustud  and  the  people  were  no  longer 
able  to  endure  its  increasing  weight,  it  seems  impossible  to  resist  the 
conclusion  that  no  benefits  resulting  from  its  career,  no  extent  of  con- 
quest, no  accession  of  wealth  to  particular  classes,  nor  any  nor  all  its  com- 
bined advantages,  can  cotmtcrbaUnce  its  tiltimate  but  certain  results — a 
splendid  government  and  an  impoverished  people.  J 

If  a  national  bank  was,  as  is  undeniable,  repudiated  by  the  framers  of  ' 
the  Constitution  as  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  if  from  the  beginning  it  has  been  regarded  by 
portious  of  our  citizens  as  coming  in  direct  collision  with  that  great 
and  vital  onwudmeut  of  the  Constitution  wliicli  declares  that  all  powers 
not  conferred  by  that  itistnimeut  on  the  General  Government  are  reserved 
to  the  States  and  to  the  people;  if  it  has  been  viewed  by  them  as  the  first 
kt  step  in  the  march  of  latitudinous  construction,  which  unchecked 
rouM  render  that  sacred  instrument  of  as  little  value  as  an  unwritten 
tittition,  dependent,  as  it  would  alone  Ix:,  for  its  meaning  ou  the 
interested  interpretation  of  a  dominant  party,  and  aflordiog  no  security 
to  the  rights  of  the  minority — if  such  is  undeniably  ttie  case,  what  rational 
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grouuds  could  have  beea  conceived  for  aaticipating  angbt  but  determined 

[opposition  to  such  an  institution  at  the  present  day. 

Could  a  different  result  have  been  expected  when  the  conseqnencei 
whicli  have  flowed  from  its  creation,  and  particularly  from  its  struggles 
to  perpetuate  its  existence,  had  conBrmed  in  so  strileing  a  manner  the 

rapprehcnsions  of  iu  earliest  opponents:  when  il  liad  been  so  clearly  dem- 
onstrated that  a  concentrated  money  power ,  wielding  so  vast  a  capital  and 
combining  such  Incalculable  mean*  of  influeuce.  may  iu  tlioae  peculiar 
conjunctures  to  which  this  Covcnimcnt  is  uua^-oidably  exposed  prove  an 
overmatch  for  the  political  power  of  the  people  ihcmselvcs;  when  the  true 
character  of  its  capacity  to  regulate  according  to  its  will  and  its  interests 
and  the  interests  of  its  fa\'orites  the  value  and  production  of  the  I»bor  and 
property  of  evetj*  man  in  this  extended  country  had  been  so  fully  and 
fearftilly  developed;  when  it  was  notorious  that  all  classes  of  this  great 
community  had,  by  means  of  the  power  and  infiiicncc  it  thus  possesses, 
been  infected  to  madness  with  a  spirit  of  heedless  speculation;  when  it 
had  been  seen  that,  secure  iu  the  support  of  the  combination  of  influences 
by  which  it  was  surrounded,  it  could  violate  its  charter  and  set  the  laws 
at  defiance  with  impunity;  and  when,  too,  il  had  become  most  apparent 
that  to  believe  that  such  an  accumulation  of  powers  con  ever  be  granted 
I  wjthotlt  the  certainty  of  lx:ing  abused  was  to  indulge  in  a  fatal  delusion? 
To  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  permanent  debt  and  iis  inc\'itablc  conse- 
quences I  have  advocated  and  endeavored  to  carry  into  effect  the  policy 
of  confining  the  appropriations  for  the  public  service  to  such  objects  only 
as  arc  clearly  within  the  constitutional  authority  of  the  Federal  Govcm- 
menl;  of  excluding  from  tts  expenses  those  improvident  aud  unauthorized 
grants  of  public  money  for  works  of  iuterual  iniprox'emeut  which  were  so 
wisely  arrested  by  the  constitutional  interpositiou  of  my  predecessor,  and 
which,  if  tliey  had  not  been  so  checked,  would  long  before  this  time  have 
itivoK'ed  the  finances  of  the  General  Govermuent  in  embarrassmeuts  far 

(greater  than  those  which  are  now  experienced  by  auy  of  the  States;  of 
limiting  all  our  expenditures  to  that  simple,  unostentatious,  and  econom- 
ical adniinistration  of  public  affairs  which  is  alone  consistent  with  the 

;  character  of  our  institutions;  of  collecting  annually  from  the  customs, 

^ad  the  sales  of  public  lands  a  revenue  fully  adequate  to  defray  all  the 

expenses  thus  incurred;  but  tmtler  nu  pretense  whatsower  to  impose 

taxes  upon  the  people  to  a  greater  amount  than  ivas  actually  necessary 

to  the  public  service  conducted  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated. 

rin  lien  of  a  national  bank  or  a  depeudence  upon  banks  of  any  descrip- 
tion for  the  innnagemeut  of  our  fiscal  affairs.  I  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system  which  is  now  in  successful  operation.  That  system 
affords  e\'er>-  requisite  facility  for  the  transaction  of  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  the  Government;  will,  it  is  confidently  anticipated,  produce  in  other 
respects  many  of  the  benefits  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  expected 
from  the  creation  of  a  national  bank,  but  which  have  never  been  realiied; 
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avoid  the  manifold  evils  inseparable  from  stu^  an  institution;  diminish 
to  a  greater  extent  than  could  be  accomplished  by  any  other  measure  of 
reform  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government — a  wise  policy  in  all 
governments,  but  more  espedally  so  in  one  like  ours,  which  works  well 
only  in  proportion  as  it  is  made  to  rely  for  its  support  upon  the  imbi- 
ased  and  unadulterated  opinions  of  its  constituents;  do  away  forever  all 
dependence  on  corporate  bodies  either  in  the  raising,  collecting,  safe- 
keeping, or  disbursing  the  public  revenues,  and  place  the  Government 
equally  above  the  temptation  of  fostering  a  dangerous  and  unconstitu- 
tional institution  at  home  or  the  necessity  of  adapting  its  policy  to  the  r 
views  and  interests  of  a  still  more  formidable  money  power  abroad.        ^ 

It  is  by  adopting  and  carrying  out  these  principles  under  circumstances  \ 
the  most  arduous  and  discouraging  that  the  attempt  has  been  made,  thus 
far  successfully,  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  a 
national  bank  at  all  times,  and  a  national  debt  except  it  be  incurred  at 
a  period  when  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation  demand  the  temporary 
sacrifice  of  a  policy  which  should  only  be  abandoned  in  such  exigencies, 
are  not  merely  unnecessary,  but  in  direct  and  deadly  hostility  to  the 
principles  of  their  Government  and  to  their  own  permanent  welfare.      ^J 

The  progress  made  in  the  development  of  these  positions  appears  'ji 
the  preceding  sketch  of  the  past  history  and  present  state  of  the  fin- Ji- 
cial  concerns  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  facts  there  stated  fully 
authorize  the  assertion  that  all  the  purposes  for  which  this  Government 
was  instituted  have  been  accomplished  dtuing  four  years  of  greater  pecun- 
iary embarrassment  than  were  ever  before  experienced  in  time  of  pea<«, 
and  in  the  face  of  opposition  as  formidable  as  any  that  was  ever  before 
arrayed  against  the  policy  of  an  Administration;  that  this  has  been  done 
when  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Government  were  generally  decreas- 
ing as  well  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  as  the  condition  of  the  country, 
without  the  creation  of  a  permanent  public  debt  or  incurring  any  liability 
other  than  such  as  the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Government  will  speedily 
discharge,  and  without  the  agency  of  a  national  bank. 

If  this  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  for  the  period  it 
embraces  be  warranted  by  the  facts  as  they  are  known  to  exist;  if  the 
Army  and  Navy  have  been  sustained  to  the  full  extent  authorized  by 
law,  and  whicli  Congress  deemed  sufficient  for  the  defense  of  the  country 
and  the  protection  of  its  rights  and  its  honor;  if  its  civil  and  diplomatic 
service  has  been  equally  sustained;  if  ample  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  administration  of  justice  and  the  execution  of  the  laws;  if  the  claims 
upon  public  gratitude  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  have 
been  promptly  met  and  faithfully  discharged;  if  there  have  l>een  no  fail- 
ures in  defraying  the  very  large  expenditures  growing  out  of  that  long- 
o>ntinued  and  salutary  policy  of  peacefully  removing  the  Indians  to 
regions  of  comparative  safety  and  prosperity ;  if  the  public  faith  has  at 
all  times  and  everywhere  been  most  scrupulously  maintained  by  a  prompt 
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discharge  of  the  numerwis,  extended,  and  diversified  claims  on  the  Treas 
r'urj- — if  all  tliese  grtait  aud  permaiieut  objects,  with  many  otliers  thai 
might  be  stated,  have  for  a  scries  of  jears,  marked  by  peculiar  obstacles 
aud  diOicuUies,  been  successfully  accoaiplisbcd  without  a  resort  to  a  per- 
Bianeut  debt  or  the  aid  of  a  uatioiial  bank,  have  -wc  uot  a  right  to  expect 
that  a  policy  the  object  of  which  has  beeu  to  sustain  the  public  service 
independently  of  either  of  these  fruitful  souices  of  discord  will  recei\'e 
the  Enal  sanction  of  a  people  whose  unbiased  and  fairly  elicited  judgment 

f  upon  public  affairs  is  never  ultimately  wrong? 

^~^  That  embarrassmcms  in  the  pccuniar>-  concerns  of  individuals  of  unex- 
ampled extent  uud  duration  have  recently  existed  iu  this  us  in  other 
commercial  nations  is  undoubtedly  true.  To  suppose  il  necessary  now 
to  trace  these  reverses  to  their  sources  would  be  a  reflection  on  the  intel- 
ligence of  my  fellow-citizens,  \Vhate\'er  may  have  been  the  obscurity 
in  which  the  subject  was  involved  during  the  earlier  stages  of  tlie  revul- 
sion, there  can  not  now  be  many  by  whom  the  whole  q^uestion  is  not 
fully  understood. 

Not  deeming  it  within  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  General  Goveni- 
n*ent  to  repair  private  losses  sustiined  by  reverses  i"  huaness  having 
no  connection  with  the  ptiblic  ser\*ice,  either  by  direct  tippropriations 
froii  the  Treasury  or  by  special  legislation  designed  to  secure  exclu- 
si^'e  privileges  and  immunities  to  individuals  or  classes  in  preference  to 
or  at  the  expense  of  the  great  majority  necessarily  debarred  from  any 
parttcipntion  in  them,  no  attempt  to  do  so  has  been  cither  made,  recom- 
mended, or  encouraged  by  the  present  Hxccuttvc. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  great  purposes  for  the  atttunmcnt  of 
which  the  Federal  Government  was  instituted  have  not  been  lost  sight 

Col.  Intrusted  only  with  certain  limited  powers,  cautiously  enumerated, 
distinctly  specified,  and  defined  with  a  precision  and  clearness  which 
would  seem  to  defy  misconstruction,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to 
confine  myself  within  the  limits  so  clearly  marked  out  and  so  carefully 

(  guarded.     Having  always  beeu  of  opinion  that  the  best  preser\'ative  of 

rtlie  union  of  the  States  is  to  be  fomid  iu  a  total  abstinence  from  the 
exercise  of  all  doubtful  powers  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Covemmonl 
rather  than  in  attempts  to  assume  them  by  a  loose  construction  of  the 
Constitution  or  au  ingenious  perversion  of  its  words,  I  have  eoJeavored 
to  avoid  recommending  any  measure  which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend 
would,  in  the  opinion  even  of  a  considerable  minority  of  uiy  fello^v- citizens, 
be  regarded  as  trenching  ou  the  rights  o£  the  States  or  the  pro^■isions  of 
the  hallowed  instrument  of  our  Union.  Viewing  the  aggregate  poi\-ers 
of  the  Federal  Government  as  a  \'o]untary  concession  of  the  Stales,  it 
seemed  to  nie  that  such  only  should  be  exercised  as  were  at  the  time 

.  intended  to  be  given. 

I  have  been  strengthened,  too,  iu  the  propriety  of  this  course  by  the 
conviction  that  all  efforts  to  go  beyond  this  tend  only  to  produce  dis- 
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tioo  and  distrust,  to  excite  jealousies,  and  to  provoke  resistance. 
Instead  of  addiug  strength  to  Ibe  Federal  Govenitnent,  even  wlieu  suc^ 
ceasful  tlK>'  must  ever  prove  a  source  of  incurable  weakness  by  alien- 
ating a  portion  of  those  whose  adhesion  is  indispensable  to  the  great 
aggregate  of  united  strength  and  whose  voluntarj'  attachment  is  in  my 
estimation  far  more  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  a  government  strong  in 
the  best  of  all  possible  strength — the  confidence  and  attachment  of  all 
those  who  oiiikc  up  its  constituent  elements.  I 

Thus  behenug.  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  secure  to  the  whole  peopic| 
and  to  every  member  of  the  Confederacy',  by  general,  salutar)*,  and  equal 
laws  alone,  the  benefit  of  those  republican  institutions  which  it  was  the 
end  and  aim  of  the  Constitution  to  establish,  and  the  impartial  influence 
of  which  is  in  my  judgment  indispensable  to  their  preservation.     I  can  j 
not  bring  myself  to  licliwc  that  the  lastinjc  happintss  of  the  people,  the  | 
prosperity  of  the  States,  or  the  permanency  uf  their  Union  can  be  main- 
tained by  giving  preference  or  priority  to  any  class  of  citizens  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  I>enefitR  or  privileges,  or  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
enrich  one  portion  of  the  Union  at  the  expense  of  another;  nor  can  I  see 
in  the  interference  of  the  Federal  CKn-emment  with  the  local  legisla- 
tioii  and  reserved  rights  of  the  States  a  remedy  for  present  or  a  security 
against  future  dangers.  \ 

The  first,  and  assnrei^ly  not  the  least,  important  step  toward  reliev- J 
»>([  the  country  from  the  condition  into  wliiph  it  had  been  pUinged  by 
excesfies  in  trade,  linking,  and  credits  of  all  kinds  was  to  place  the  bna- 
oess  transactions  of  the  Goi'emment  itself  on  a  solid  basis,  giving  and 
receiving  in  all  cases  value  for  value,  and  neither  countenancing  nor 
encouraging  in  others  that  delusive  system  of  credits  from  which  it  has 
been  found  so  difficult  to  escape,  and  which  has  left  nothing  behind  iti 
but  the  wrecks  that  mark  its  fatal  career.  -^ 

That  the  finartcial  aSairs  of  the  Co\'emmcnt  arc  now  and  ha\-c  been 
during  the  whole  period  of  these  wide-spreading  diflicuUies  conducted 
with  a  strict  and  invariable  regard  to  this  great  fundamental  principle, 
and  that  b>'  the  assumption  and  maintenance  of  the  stand  thus  taken 
.>n  the  very  threshold  of  the  approaching  cri^s  more  tlian  by  any  other 
cause  or  causes  whatever  the  community  at  large  has  been  shielded  from 
tile  incalcnlablc  evils  of  a  .general  and  indefinite  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  consequent  annihilation  for  the  whole  period  it  might 
have  lasted  of  a  just  and  invariable  standard  of  value,  will,  it  is  believed, 
at  this  period  scarcely  be  questioned. 

A  steady  adherence  on  the  port  of  the  Government  to  the  policy  whi(£l 
has  produced  such  salutary  results,  aided  by  judicious  State  legislation ' 
and,  what  ia  not  less  important,  by  the  iudustr>'.  enterprise,  persever- 
ance, and  economy  of  the  American  people,  cannot  fail  to  raise  the  whole 
country  at  an  early  period  to  a  state  of  solid  and  enduring  prosperity, 
not  subject  to  be  again  overthrown  by  the  suspension  of  banks  or  the 
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^explo^on  of  a  bloated  credit  system.  It  is  for  the  people  and  ttcir  rep- 
resentatives to  decide  whether  or  not  the  permanent  wcltarc  of  the  coun- 
try (which  ail  good  citizens  equally  desire,  howcwr  widely  they  may 
differ  as  to  the  means  of  its  accomplishment}  shall  be  in  this  way  secured, 
or  whether  the  management  of  the  pecuniar;'  concerns  of  the  Goverti- 
ment,  and  by  consequence  to  a  great  extent  those  of  individuals  also, 
ghall  be  carried  hack  to  a  condition  of  things  which  fostered  tliose  con- 
troctiogis  and  expansions  of  the  currency  and  those  reckless  abuses  of 
credit  from  the  baleful  effects  il  which  the  country  has  so  deeply  suf- 
fered— a  return  that  can  promise  in  the  end  no  better  results  than  to 
reproduce  the  cmbarrasscients  the  Government  has  experieuced,  and 
to  remove  from  the  shoulders  of  the  present  to  those  of  fresh  victims  the 
tntter  fruits  of  that  spirit  of  speculative  enterprise  to  which  our  countr>'* 
men  are  so  liable  and  upon  which  the  lessons  of  experience  are  so  una- 
vailing. The  choice  is  an  important  one,  and  1  sincerely  hope  that  it 
(  may  be  wisely  made. 

A  report  from  the  iwcretaiy  of  War,  presenting  a  detailed  view  of  the 
affairs  of  that  Departiueut,  accompanies  this  communication. 

The  desultory  duties  connected  with  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  in 
which  the  Army  has  been  constantly  engaged  on  the  northern  and  west* 
em  frontiers  and  in  Florida,  have  rendered  it  impracticable  to  carry  iuto 
full  ellect  the  plan  recomiueoded  by  the  Secretary  for  improving  its  diS" 
dplinc.  In  every  instance  where  the  r^:imeots  have  be«i  conceutrated 
they  haw  made  great  progre.'w,  and  the  best  results  may  be  anticipated 
from  a  continuance  of  this  system.  During  the  last  season  a  part  of 
the  troops  have  l^een  t-mployed  in  removing  Indians  from  the  interior 
to  the  territory  assigned  them  in  the  West — a  duty  which  they  have 
performed  efficiently  and  with  praiseworthy  humanity — and  that  portion 
of  them  which  has  been  ^l;ltioncd  in  Florida  continued  active  operations 
there  throughout  the  heats  of  summer. 

The  policy  of  the  United  Stales  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  of  which  a 
succinct  account  is  given  in  my  message  of  iJt3S,  and  of  the  wisdom  and 
expediency  of  which  I  am  fully  satisfied,  has  been  continued  In  active 
operation  throughout  the  whole  period  of  my  Administration.  Since  the 
spring  of  i8j7  more  than  40.000  Indians  have  Iwcu  removed  to  their  new 
homes  west  of  the  MLssissippi.  and  f  am  happy  to  add  that  all  accounts 
concur  in  representing  the  result  of  this  measure  as  emiueatly  beneficial 
to  that  people. 

The  emigration  of  the  Seminoics  alone  has  been  attended  with  serious 
difficulty  and  occasioned  bloodshed,  hostilities  having  been  commenced  by 
tlic  Indians  in  Florida  under  tin:  apprehension  that  they  %vould  be  com- 
I>elted  by  furcv  tu  tuuiply  with  their  treaty  stipulations.  The  executioi^ 
of  the  treaty  of  Paynes  Landing,  signed  in  1833,  but  not  ratilied  until 
i'^34.  was  postponed  at  the  solicitation  of  Ibc  Indians  until  iS.^d,  when 
they  again  renewed  theii  agreement  to  remove  peaceably  to  their  new 
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homes  tn  the  West.  In  the  face  of  this  solemn  and  renewed  compact 
they  broke  their  faith  and  commenced  hostilities  by  the  massacre  ol 
Major  Dade's  command,  the  murder  of  their  agent,  General  Thompson, 
and  other  acts  of  cruel  treachery.  When  this  alarming  and  unexpected 
intelligence  readied  the  seat  of  Government,  every  eifort  appears  to  have, 
been  made  to  reenforce  General  Clinch,  who  commanded  the  troops  then 
in  Florida.  General  Eustis  was  dispatched  with  reenforcements  from 
Charleston,  troops  were  called  out  from  Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Geor- 
gia, and  General  Scott  was  sent  to  take  the  command,  with  ample  powers 
and  ample  means.  At  the  first  alarm  General  Gaines  organized  a  force 
at  New  Orleans,  and  without  waiting  for  orders  landed  in  Florida,  where 
he  delivered  over  the  troops  he  had  brought  with  him  to  General  Scott. 
Governor  Call  was  subsequently  appointed  to  conduct  a  summer  cam- 
paign, and  at  the  close  of  it  was  replaced  by  General  Jesup.  These 
events  and  changes  took  place  under  the  Administration  of  my  predeces- 
sor. Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  experienced  officers  who  had 
command  there  for  eighteen  months,  .on  entering  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government  I  found  the  Territory  of  Florida  a  prey  to  Indian 
atrocities.  A  strenuous  effort  was  immediately  made  to  bring  those  hos- 
tilities to  a  close,  and  the  army  under  General  Jesup  was  reenforced  until 
It  amounted  to  10,000  men,  and  furnished  with  abundant  supphes  of 
every  description.  In  this  campaign  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  were 
captured  and  destroyed,  but  the  character  of  the  contest  only  was  changed. 
The  Indians,  having  been  defeated  in  every  engagement,  dispersed  in  I 
small  bands  throughout  the  country  and  became  an  enterprising,  for- 
midable, and  ruthless  banditti.  General  Taylor,  who  succeeded  General 
Jesup,  used  his  best  exertions  to  subdue  them,  and  was  seconded  in  his 
efforts  by  the  officers  under  his  command;  but  he  too  failed  to  protect 
the  Territory  frcon  their  depredations.  By  an  act  of  signal  and  cruel 
treachery  they  broke  the  truce  made  with  them  by  Geperal  Macomb, 
who  was  sent  from  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  and  have  continued  their  devastations 
ever  since.  General  Armistead,  who  was  in  Florida  when  General  Taylor 
left  the  army  by  permission,  assumed  the  command,  and  after  active  sum- 
mer operations  was  met  by  propositions  for  peace,  and  from  the  fortunate 
coincidence  of  the  arrival  in  Florida  at  the  same  period  of  a  delegation 
from  the  Seminoles  who  are  happily  settled  west  of  the  Mississippi  and 
ore  now  anxious  to  persuade  their  countrymen  to  join  them  there  hopes 
were  for  some  time  entertained  that  the  Indians  might  be  induced  tc 
leave  the  Territory  without  further  difficulty.  These  hopes  have  proved 
fallacious  and  hostilities  have  been  renewed  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Territory.  That  this  contest  has  endured  so  long  is  to  be  attributed  to 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  Government.  Experienced  generals 
have  had  the  command  of  the  troops,  officers  and  soldiers  have  alike  dis- 
tinguished themselves  for  their  activity,  patience,  and  enduring  courage, 
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the  army  has  been  constantly  famished  with  supplies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  wc  must  look  for  the  causes  which  have  so  long  procranl inated 
the  issue  o(  the  contest  in  the  vast  extent  of  the  theater  of  hostilities,  the 
almost  insurmountahle  obstacles  preseuted  by  the  nature  of  the  country, 
the  chniate,  and  the  wily  character  of  the  savages. 

The  sites  for  marine  hospitals  on  the  rivers  and  lakes  which  I  was 
authorized  to  select  and  canse  to  be  purchased  have  all  been  designated, 
but  the  appropriation  not  proving  sufficient,  conditional  arrangements 
only  have  been  made  for  their  acquisition.  It  is  for  Congress  to  decide 
whetlieT  these  conditional  purchases  shall  be  sanctioned  and  the  humane 
intentiont.  of  the  law  carried  into  full  effect. 

The  Navy,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary, has  been  useftUly  and  honorably  employed  in  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  and  citizens  in  tlie  Medilerrancau,  the  Pacific,  on  the  coast 
of  Brazil,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  A  small  squadron,  consisting  of 
the  frigate  ComteUalion  and  the  sloop  of  war  Boston,  under  Commodore 
Kearney,  is  now  on  its  way  to  the  Chtua  and  Indian  seas  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  our  interests  in  that  quarter,  and  Commander  Aulick, 
in  the  sloop  of  war  Yorktim'n,  has  been  instructed  to  visit  the  Sandwich 
and  Society  islands,  the  coasts  of  New  Zealand  and  Japan,  together  with 
other  ports  aud  islands  fretiueated  by  our  whale  ships,  for  the  punxise  of 
giving  them  countenance  aud  protection  should  they  be  required.  Other 
smallervesselshav-ebeenand  still  arc  employed  in  prosecuting  the  snr\'ey3 
of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  directed  by  various  acts  of  Congress, 
and  those  which  have  be«u  completed  will  shortly  be  laid  before  you. 

The  exploring  expedition  at  the  latest  date  was  preparing  to  leave 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  New  Zealand,  in  further  prosecution  of  objects  which 
have  thus  far  been  successfully  accomplished.  The  discovery  of  a  new 
continent,  which  was  first  seen  in  latitude  66°  2'  south,  longitude  154° 
27' east,  aud  afterwards  in  latitude  66°  31'  south,  longitude  153°  40'  east, 
by  Lieutenants  Wilkes  and  Hudson,  for  an  extent  of  i.Soo  miles,  but 
on  which  they  were  prevented  from  landing  by  vast  bodies  of  ice  which 
encompa.wed  it,  is  one  of  the  honorable  results  of  the  enterprise.  Lieu- 
tenant Wilkes  bears  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  good  conduct  of  his  officers 
and  men,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  that  officer  to  state  that  he  appears 
to  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  him  with  an  ardor,  ability,  and 
perseverance  wliicb  give  e\'ery  assurance  of  an  honorable  issue  to  the 
undertaking. 

Th«  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  herewith  transmitted  will  exhibit 
the  ser\-ice  of  that  Department  the  past  year  and  its  pre.sent  condition. 
The  transportation  has  been  maiiitainc-d  during  the  year  to  the  full  extent 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws;  some  imiJro\'ements  have  been  effected 
which  the  public  interest  seemed  urgently  to  demand,  but  not  involv- 
ing any  matt-rial  additiuiial  expenditnr*^;  the  contractors  have-  generally 
performed  their  eugageinenls  with  fidelity;  the  postmasters,  with  few 
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exceptions,  have  rendered  their  accounts  and  paid  their  quarterly  bal- 
ances wilh  promptitude,  and  the  whole  sen'ice  of  the  Department  has 
maintained  the  efficiency  for  which  it  has  for  itevcral  years  been  distin- 
goisbcd. 

The  acts  of  Cougxess  establishing  new  mail  routes  and  requiring  more 
expeosi%'e  services  on  others  and  the  increasing  wants  of  the  country 
hove  for  tliree  years  past  carried  the  expenditures  something  beyond  the 
accruing  revenues,  the  excess  having  l>een  met  until  the  past  year  by 
the  surplus  which  had  previously  accumulated.  That  surplus  having 
been  exhausted  aud  the  anticipated  increase  in  the  revenue  iiot  hav- 
ing been  realized  owing  to  the  depression  in  the  commercial  business  of 
the  country,  the  finances  of  the  Department  exhibit  a  small  deficiency 
tt  the  clos«  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  Its  resources,  however,  are  ample,  and 
the  rednced  rates  of  compensation  for  the  transportation  service  which 
may  be  expected  on  the  future  lettings  from  the  general  reduction  of 
prices,  with  the  iiKrca.<ic  of  revenue  tliat  may  reasonably  tie  anticipated 
from  the  revival  of  commercial  activity,  must  soon  place  the  finances  of 
the  Drpartmcnt  iu  a  prosperous  condition. 

Considering  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which  have  existed  during 
the  past  year,  it  is  a  gratifying  result  that  the  revenue  has  not  declined 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  but,  on  the  contrarj',  exhibits  a 
small  increase,  the  circumstances  referred  to  having  had  no  other  effect 
than  to  check  the  expected  income. 

It  vritl  he  seen  that  the  Postiiia-steT-General  suggests  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  establishment  designed  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  mails, 
cheapen  the  transportation,  insure  greater  regularity  iu  the  service,  and 
wctire  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  rates  of  letter  postage — an  objerrt 
highly  desirable.  The  subject  is  one  of  general  interest  lo  the  commi  • 
nity,  and  is  respectfully  recommended  to  your  consideration. 

The  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  has  recei\^  the  continued 
attention  of  the  Oowmmcnt.  The  hn%  Dc/phin  and  schooner  Grampui 
Iiave  been  employed  during  the  last  season  on.  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  such  portions  of  that  trade  as  were  said  to  be 
prosecuted  under  the  American  flag.  After  cruising  off  tho&e  parts  of 
tbe  coast  most  usually  resorted  to  by  slavers  until  the  commencement 
ol  the  rainy  season,  these  vessels  returned  to  the  United  States  for  sup- 
plies, aud  have  since  been  dispatched  on  a  similar  service. 

From  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  it  apjiears  that  the  trade 
is  Bow  principally  carried  on  under  Portuguese  colors,  and  tliey  express 
the  opinion  that  the  apprehension  of  their  presence  on  tbe  slave  cMst 
has  in  a  great  degree  arrested  the  prostitution  of  the  Araencan  flag  to 
this  inhuman  purpose.  It  is  ho[)ed  that  by  continuing  to  maintain  this 
force  in  that  quarter  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  ofScers  in  command 
much  will  be  done  to  put  a  stop  to  whatever  portion  of  this  traffic  may 
have  been  carried  on  under  the  American  flag  and  to  prevent  its  use 
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in  a  trade  which,  while  it  violates  the  laws,  is  equally  an  outrage  on  the 
rights  of  others  and  the  feelings  of  humanity.  The  efforts  of  the  several 
Governments  who  are  anxiously  seeking  to  suppress  this  traffic  must, 
however,  be  directed  against  the  facilities  afforded  by  what  are  now  rec- 
ognized as  legitimate  commercial  pursuits  before  that  object  can  be  fully 
accomplished. 

Supplies  of  provisions,  water  casks,  merchandise,  and  articles  con- 
nected with  the  prosecution  of  the  slave  trade  are,  it  is  understood, 
freely  carried  by  vessels  of  different  nations  to  the  slave  factories,  and 
the  effects  of  the  factors  are  transported  openly  from  one  slave  station  to 
another  without  interruption  or  punishment  by  either  of  the  nations 
to  which  they  belong  engaged  in  the  commerce  of  that  region.  I  sub- 
mit to  your  judgments  whether  this  Government,  having  been  the  first 
to  prohibit  by  adequate  penalties  the  slave  trade,  the  first  to  declare 
it  piracy,  should  not  be  the  first  also  to  forbid  to  its  citizens  all  trade 
with  the  slave  factories  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  giving  an  example  to  all 
nations  in  this  respect  which  if  fairly  followed  can  not  fail  to  produce 
the  most  effective  results  in  breaking  up  those  dens  of  iniquity. 

M.  VAN  BURBN. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  7,  1840, 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

speaker  0/  the  House  of  Representatives. 

SiK:  I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  is 
invited,  and  recommend  an  immediate  appropriation  of  JSi5i,352-39  to 
meet  the  payment  of  pensions  becoming  due  on  and  after  the  ist  <rf 
January.  1841.  -„.  vAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  December  10,  rS^o. 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  the  action  of  the  Senate,  a  communication  from  the 

Secretary  of  War,  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  Chickasaw  stock  to 

the  Choctaw  tribe,  which  the  accompanying  papers  explain. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

War  DbpakTmbnt,  December  10, 1840. 
The  President  ok  thh  United  States. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  cotnmutiication  from  th«  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  the  transfer  of  {500,000  Chickasaw  stocic  to  the  Choctaws 
in  execution  of  the  compact  of  17th  Jannaiy,  1837,  between  those  tribes,  thatif  yoa 


THE  AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE 

One  of  Qie  considerations  which  induced  all  sections  to  ratify  the  Con- 
stitution was  that  i&der  it  the  slave  trade  would  cease  in  1808.  The  trade 
continued,  however,  though  men  caught  at  it  were  subject  to  Oie  penalties 
for  plra<7.  In  1S5S  the  crew  of  a  vessel  which,  vbtn  captured,  had  more 
than  300  A&icans  aboard,  were  indicted  but  acquitted.  The  laws  of  the 
United  States  could  not  be  enforced  against  the  slave  power  in  South  Carolina. 
In  Geot^  the  captain  and  crew  of  a  vessel  which  had  landed  and  distributed 
300  Africans,  were  indicted,  prosecuted  and  acquitted.  Again  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  were  powerless.  Tiring  of  the  inconvenience  of  evading 
the  law,  lax  as  its  enforcement  was,  the  South  at  last  demanded  the  reopening 
of  the  slave  trade,  although  it  imported  more  slaves  during  each  year  that  the 
trade  was  illegal  than  during  any  year  when  it  was  allowed.  The  Federal 
Government  could  enforce  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  against  the  sentiment  of 
tlie  HoiA,  because  in  the  Hortii  Federal  officers  were  loyal  to  the  United 
States.  It  could  not  f<»ce  its  law  in  any  particular  upon  the  Soudi,  because 
there  its  agents  were  loyal  to  their  States,  first,  last  and  always. 

The  daguerreotype  shows  a  portion  of  a  captured  slaver's  cargo,  emaciated 
by  hunger  and  dysentery,  and  beneath  the  toil  for  which  they  were  required. 

For  a  discusaion  of  this  subject,  see  the  articles  entitled  "  African  Slave 
Trade  "  and  "  Slavery,"  in  the  Encyclopedic  Index,  and  turn  to  the  pages 
thereafter  indicated  In  iriiicb  occur  presideatial  references  to  the  matter. 
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iliiiik  it  advisable  yoa  may  assent  to  the  proposed  transfer  and  lay  the  matter  before 
ihi-  Senate  for  the  sanction  of  that  body. 

Very  respectfally,  your  most  obedient  servant,  *    ^    POINSETT 

Wax  Dsfartmbmt,  0?fics  Indian  Affairs, 
Hon.  J.  R.  PoiNsmr.  D€ce*nber,  1840. 

Secretary  of  War, 

Sir:  A  compact  waa  mode  on  the  17th  January,  1837,  "  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes, "  which  it  received  from  the  former 
on  the  Z4th  March,  1837,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  3Sth 
February,  between  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  of  Indians,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy. 

By  this  instrnment  the  right  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  Choctaw  country  west  of 
the  Missisaippi  was,  with  certain  privileges,  secured  to  the  Chickasaws,  who  agreed 
to  pay  therefor  $530,000,  of  which  {130,000  were  paid  in  1S37,  and  the  remaining 
1500,000  it  was  agreed  should  be  invested  under  the  direction  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  that  the  interest  should  be  paid  annnally  to  the  Choctaws. 

There  being  no  money  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  but  a  very  large 
amonnt  of  Chickasaw  stock  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Treasury,  the  reasonable 
desire  of  the  Choctaws  that  this  large  fund  belonging  to  them  should  be  put  in  their 
own  names  on  the  books  of  the  Government  can  be  gratified  by  a  transfer  of  so  much 
of  the  stock  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  their  use,  upon  which  the  interest  will  be 
received  and  paid  over  to  them.  This  will  be  an  execution  of  the  agreement  of  the 
parties.  A  sale  of  stocks  to  raise  the  money  and  then  a  reinvestment  of  it  accord- 
ing  to  the  letter  of  the  compact  ooght  not  to  be  resorted  to  on  account  of  their 
present  low  price  in  the  market 

In  coDsidiering  this  subject  in  the  course  of  the  autumn  the  thirteenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  34tb  May,  1834,  with  the  Chickasaws  was  adverted  to,  by  which  it  is 
provided:  "  If  the  Qiickasaws  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  a  home  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed  that,  with  the  consent  of  the  President  and 
Senate,  ao  much  of  their  invested  stock  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  purchase  of  a 
COUnUy  for  them  to  settle  in  shall  be  permitted  to  them  to  be  sold,  or  the  United 
States  will  advance  the  necessary  amount  upon  a  guaranty  and  pledge  of  an  equal 
amotmtof  their  stocks."  The  compact  before  referred  to  having  been  ratified  by 
Qie  President  and  Senate,  it  was  doubted  whether  that  was  not  a  virtual  consent 
to  the  application  of  so  much  of  the  stock  as  would  be  required  to  pay  for  the  land 
and  {oivil^es  contracted  for  by  the  said  compact,  and  an  authority  for  the  transfer 
of  it.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  Attorney-General,  who  was  of  opinion  that 
the  transfer  could  not  be  legally  made  without  the  assent  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate to  Oie  particular  act. 

I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Pmideiit,  that  if  he  concurs  in  the  propriety  of  so  doing  he  may  give  his  own  and 
■A  the  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  proposed  proceeding. 

Very  respectfnUy,  your  most  obedient,  ^   HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 


Tc  the  Senate-  WASHINGTON,  December  10,  1840, 

I  conunnnicate  a  report*  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
aoth  of  July  last.  ^  ^^^  BUREN. 

'Kelatina  totaleaand  douationt  of  publiclotB  in  WuhioKton,  D..C. 
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Washington,  December  ai,  1840. 
Te  the  Senate  effhe  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  tlie  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  a  view  to 
its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  Kiug  of  the  Bd^aiia,  bigued  at 
WasbiogtoD  on  the  39th  day  of  March,  184a. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington,  December  aj,  rSfo, 
7b  the  House  »/ Representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  communication*  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  also  copies  of  certain  papers  accompaii>'ing  it,  which  are 
believed  to  embrace  the  information  contemplated  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Uouse  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  instaDt. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


WASniNGTON.  December  28.  1840. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  o/tke  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  reportt  froni 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompau>Tiig  papers,  in  answer  to  their  res- 
olution of  the  2ist  instant.  ^  y^^^  BUREN. 


Washington,  December  *?,  /*^*_ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with  a  view'l 
its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  Portugal,  signed  at  Lisbon  on  the  36th  AAy  of  August,  1840, 
and  certain  letters  relatiug  thereto,  of  which  a  list  is  annexed. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


WAfimnTON.  December  39,  1840. 
7J  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tke  United  States:  fl 

I  herewith  transmiil  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  J  from  the 
Secretary  of  Stite.  with  accompanying  papers,  in  ^nswe^  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  23d  instant. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

•  Relating  <«  t)<«  luipenilDii  of  *  i>pTt>prl*tloiu  nude  nt  tUt  iRit  KtHea  at  Consrcn. 

tTrnniniitlhiit  ifiTirtponclcDCiT  nttli  ("'ml  ftti>Hiii  tcIbIiic  to  the  ImtninK  of  tlie  MCBinlMMl 
Carcllntot  Sclilowirr.  N    V..  Dcvmilwi  7»  IW;. 

I  Tiuiiiiaililus  coTTupoiiiJ'Cnrc  wilh  C.ttM  Biluiin  relative  u>  iitoccciIIiiki  ou  the  part  of  UhI 
Oorenimuit  wUch  luay  bave  a  Kodcucy  tt/  ioKrtupt  eur  cvcuacrcc  with  Cbina, 
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Washington, /iTwaary  a,  iS^r. 
Ta  ik*  House  <^  RepreseniaHvis  of  the  United  States ! 

I  think  proper  tu  cutumiiiiicate  to  the  House  of  Reprtsciit,Tti%'cs,  io 
fmtlKT  auswcr  to  tlieir  re&oluti«u  of  Uie  sist  ultimo,  the  corrcspoudoiicc 
which  has  since  occurred  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Brilisb 
minister  on  tlie  same  subject. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyltt. 

WASmwcTotf.  December  39.  ri^o. 
f<m.  Job:«  Forsttr,  etc 

StK:  1  bavctbe  liouor  to  ■duio«I«dge  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  thc26ihiu^uut, 
iovbich,  in  reply  to  *  letter  wbicli  I  had  MlJreMKtl  to  you  on  the  13U1,  you  uctjuniiit 
UK  tlikt  tbc  PreSKlent  is  not  jurepttreil  to  comply  witli  uiy  dctuaud  for  tJie  llbvratiou  of 
Ut.  Alexander  McLeod,  of  Upper  Canadn.,  now  ttnpruoncd  at  Lockport.  in  the  State 
of  New  Vork,  on  a  pretended  ctaar^  of  tnurder  and  araon,  u  having  been  engaged  ia 
the  deatmclion  of  tbc  piratical  stcainboBl  Caroline  011  ttie  z^ili  of  December,  1637. 

I  learn  with  deep  regret  tliat  such  it  the  decision  of  the  PirsUImt  of  tl>e  United 
States,  (or  I  can  txit  btit  foveeee  th«  \vry  y^-nt  and  »enuu$  cuasequcnces  that  must 
ensoe  if,  ^mp'W  tbc  injur)-  already  inflicted  upon  Mr.  McLcod  of  a  vexatious  and 
ttnjuttt  liD|iriKMmient,aHy  furtlier  barm  should  Im  done  to  him  Ui  the  pruj^icMof  thir 
cztnmrdiaary  proceeding. 

I  luive  Inat  no  time  In  forwarding  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  England  the 
conespondence  that  has  talcen  place,  and  I  Bfaall  await  the  further  orders  of  Her 
Uajcsty's  Go^-cmmcnt  with  respect  to  the  important  question  whicb  tbat  corrcspond- 
eoce  tnvolvec. 

But  I  feci  it  my  duly  not  to  close  this  communication  without  likewise  tastifying 
my  vaM  icgTct  and  Kurprise  at  the  exjtrtwiiana  which  t  find  repeated  in  your  letter 
with  reference  to  the  dcslruclion  of  the  BtcamboBl  Caroline.  I  had  confidently  hoped 
that  tbc  &nt  cnoncons  tnipicKiioti  of  the  choractirf  of  that  event,  imposed  upon  the 
mind  of  tke  United  States  Goverument  by  partial  aud  exaggerated  repreaentatioiu, 
would  long  dnce  have  been  cl&iccd  by  a  moreatrkt  and  accumleezamitutiotiof  tbe 
ttu^^  Such  an  inventiKiklion  must,  even  yet,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  lead  the  United 
Stales  Government  to  the  same  conviction  with  which  Her  Majesty's  anthorities  oa 
the  fpot  were  impressed— that  the  act  woa  one,  in  the  strictest  sense,  of  sclf-dcfcnx, 
rendered  alMuluiety  necessary  by  the  clrcunutances  of  the  occasion  for  Uie  safety  aud 
protectioo  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  justified  by  the  same  motives  and  princi- 
ples which  upon  similnr  and  tvcll-known  occAsions  liavc  governed  the  conduct  of 
illustrious  of&cer»  of  llie  Uniteil  States.  The  Steamboat  Carolinf  \t»s  »  hostile  vessel 
engaged  in  ptmticol  wnr  ngainKt  Her  Majesty's  people,  hired  from  htr  owners  for 
that  express  purpose,  and  knowti  to  he  so  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  Tlic  place 
whrtc  tbi.'  vessel  was  destroyed  was  nominBlly.  it  i«  true,  within  the  Icnitiirj-  of  a 
bjcndly  power,  but  the  fricmlty  power  bad  been  deprived  throuf^h  ovcibcaring  pirat- 
leal  violence  of  the  use  of  ila  proper  anlliority  over  tliat  portion  of  tcTTttor>-.  The 
aothoritiM  of  New  York  bad  not  even  been  able  to  prevent  the  artillery  of  the  S^tate 
from  beingc  carried  off  publicly  at  iiiiddiiy  to  be  u^  aa  itistrunicnts  of  war  against 
Her  Majesty's  sabjccis.  It  was  under  such  circumstances,  which  it  i«  to  be  hoped 
will  never  recur,  that  the  vessel  was  attaciced  by  a  pjriy  of  Her  Majesty's  people, 
captured,  and  destroyed.  A  remonstrance  against  the  act  in  question  has  been 
•ddrcSMd  by  the  United  States  to  Ifer  Majesty'*  Go\-emmect  in  Engluml.  I  am  not 
authorised  Io  prooouuce  the  decision  of  llet  Majesty'^  Covcrunieut  upon  llial  rcnion- 
stiance,  bnt  1  have  (eli  mysell  tjound  to  record  in  the  meAutinie  the  above  oiiinion. 
60 
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[n  order  to  piolest  In  tlw  most  solrain  ituiinDT  AgMnM  tlie  kitlritcd  anil  loval  conduct 
of  ft  pftrty  of  H<T  MaJMly's  officer*  and  people  being  qiialific^l,  tlinmgh  »n  unforlu- 
nslc  mtMpprrHcRMon,  nit  I  believe,  of  tbe  facts,  willi  tlu-  tippclliilinti  at  oulranc  or  ol 
murder. 

I  atail  m/aclf  of  Mu»  ocouioa  to  tvncw  to  jrou  tbc  avnrvnoe  of  niy  diaUii|;aiBlic4 
coniidgralion .  jl    <j   POX. 

Mr.  ForsylM  to  Mr.  /'bx. 

DHPARTiraKT  OP  Statk, 

Waskinglon ,  i>ff^nihfr  ^t,  rS^ 

Sm:  I  haw  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  iiote  of  the  tgCti  inatant, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  36t]i,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Aleiandcr 
McI,eo<I  as  one  of  the  peqwtrators  of  the  outm)^  comuittled  in  New  Vurk  when  the 
steamboat  Ci>rv/'Wwn«8cuc*l  and  burot.  Pull  evidence  of  that  <>utntg«  has  been  pre- 
sented to  Her  Britnnnic  Majesty's  Govemmrnt  with  n  demanct  for  rcdrcs,  nncl  oi 
eoime  no  dUcuaoon  of  the  circuraatanees  here  can  be  either  useful  or  proper,  nor  con 
I  aiqipoacit  to  bcyoui  desire  to  invite  it.  I  take  leave  of  the  subject  frith  thissinglc 
remark.  Uint  tlie  opinion  ut  .HlronKlir  expressed  by  you  ou  the  fact*  and  principles 
involvevl  in  the  ilemand  for  r<?paration  on  Her  Majesty's  Govemiuent  by  the  United 
States  would  hardly  have  been  hnuirded  had  you  been  possessed  of  the  carefully  CoI> 
tceted  testimony  which  has  been  presented  to  your  Gavemmeut  in  support  of  that 
demand. 

I  avail  myitelf  of  the  occatiou  lo  renew  to  you  the  KMUivice  of  my  dwtinguisbed 
eoiisideratioB.  j^HN  FORS\TH. 


Washington,  January  /,  iS^r. ' 
To  the  Senate  of  the  t/nited  States.- 

I  .•iubniii  herewith  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Miami  Indian.^  for  tlic 
cession  of  tlicir  lauds  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  The  circumstances  attend- 
ing this  negotiation  arc  fully  .set  forth  in  the  accompanying  communi- 
cation from  the  Sccretar>-  of  War.  Although  the  treaty  was  concluded 
n'ithout  x>u^iive  instructions  and  the  usual  official  prelimiuaries,  its  terms 
appear  to  be  so  advantageous  and  the  acqtiisitioa  of  these  la.iids  are  deemed 
so  desirable  by  reason  of  their  importance  to  the  State  of  Indiana  aud  the 
Government,  bs  well  as  ou  accoiuit  of  the  Indians  themselves,  who  will 
be  KTtatly  benefited  by  their  rcnim*al  west,  that  I  haw  thought  it  advis- 
able to  aubuut  it  to  the  actiou  of  the  Senate. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Was  Dbpartmknt,  January  4,  rS^r. 
The  PttSSIDBST  op  THE  tTNrrED  STATES. 

Sir:  I  hai-e  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  JUiamJ 
IndlantB  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  mti&eatioa  If 
upon  due  conaidcratioQ  of  the  c Jrcumataucca  Dnder  which  this  treaty  waa  negotiated 
you  should  think  proper  to  do  bo.  These  circumstaooeK  ai«  fully  and  correctly  acl 
forth  in  the  nccoinpiinyin;(coininumcatioTi  (rotntbeCommiaftioner  of  Indian  Affairv 
b)  which  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  moet  obedient  wn-mt, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 


MarHn  Van  Buren  1842 

Wai  Dspaktmbnt,  Office  Indian  Affaiks, 
Hon.  J.  R.  Ponraarr,  Z?«.«^  ^.  i&^o. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sis:  A  treaty  made  with  the  Miami  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  Indiana  on 
the  aSth  day  of  November  last  for  the  residue  of  their  lands  in  that  State  has  been 
unexpectedly  received. 

Great  anxiety  has  been  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  Indiana  and  made  known  by 
their  representatives  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  that  a  cession  of  the  Uiomi  land 
should  be  procured,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  met  by  a  correspondent  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  leading  men  among  the  Indians.  On  the  asth  May  last  a  com- 
munication was  received  from  General  Samuel  Milroy,  subagent,  etc.,  expressing 
the  bdief  that  the  Miamies  would  treat  and  that  their  principal  chief  was  desirous 
before  the  close  of  his  life,  now  drawing  near,  to  effect  a  negotiation,  as  in  hi^  opin- 
ion the  em^ration  or  extinction  of  the  tribe  were  the  alternatives  before  them,  and 
soggesting  that  the  most  judicious  course  would  be  to  conduct  the  business  inform- 
ally at  the  annuity  payment  In  reply  he  was  informed  on  the  2d  July  that  the 
Department  did  not  open  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  lands  unless 
thereto  previously  authorized  by  Congress,  and  that  at  the  request  of  a  portion  of 
the  lepresentation  of  Indiana  an  estimate  had  been  fumtshed  of  the  sum  that  would 
be  required  to  hold  a  treaty,  and  that  if  the  presumed  intention  of  obtaining  the 
estimate  should  be  realized  an  effort  would  be  made  to  execute  the  purpose  for 
which  the  appropriation  would  be  obtained.  (Extracts  from  these  letters,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  subject,  are  herewith  sent,  marked  A.*)  On  the  31st  July  he 
renewed  the  subject,  accompanied  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  33d  July  to  himself 
from  Allen  Hamilton,  esq.,  the  confidential  friend  of  Chief  Richardville,  urging  the 
propriety  of  a  negotiation.     (  B. " ) 

On  the  13th  August,  no  appropriation  having  been  mode  by  Congress,  a  letter  was 
addressed  to  you  by  the  Hon.  O.  H.  Smitb,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from 
Indiana,  inclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton,  dated  on  the  i  ith,  urging  the  vast 
importance  of  treating  with  the  Miamies,  as  well  to  them  as  to  the  State,  and  giving 
the  reasons  which  in  the  judgment  of  both  led  to  tbe  conclusion  that  their  par- 
ticular case  should  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  obtains  in  regard  of 
Indian  treaties,  and  recommending  strongly  the  appointment  of  General  Milroy  as 
a  suitable  person  to  conduct  the  negotiation.  A  communication  of  similar  character 
(except  the  last  feature),  dated  3oth  August,  was  received  from  Mr.  Uilroy.  The 
letter  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  was  referred  by  you  to  this  office,  and  on  the  aTth 
August,  after  a  coi;ference  with  you  on  the  subject,  I  replied  that  exceptions  to  the 
rule  stated  might  under  very  peculiar  circumstances  exist,  but  that  as  the  Senate 
certainly,  and  it  was  believed  the  House  too,  had  rejected  an  application  for  an 
appropriation,  the  opening  of  a  negotiation  might  be  considered  to  be  opposed  to 
an  expression  of  legislative  opinion.  In  answer  to  tbe  suggestion  that  little  or  per- 
haps no  expense  need  be  incurred,  as  the  treaty  could  be  made  at  the  payment  of 
the  annuities,  it  was  remarked  that  the  consideration  money  must  necessarily  be 
large,  as  the  Miami  lands  were  very  valuable,  and  an  appropriation  of  it  required, 
which  Congress  might  be  disinclined  to  grant  after  what  had  happened;  that  it  was 
therefore  deemed  advisable  to  decline  treating,  and  that  perhaps  a  future  applica- 
tion for  legislative  sanction  might  be  more  successful.  Of  this  letter  a  copy  was 
sent  to  General  Uilroy  as  a  reply  on  the  subject  in  hand  to  his  communication  of 
3rst  July,  and  his  letter  of  20th  August  was  further  answered  on  3d  September.    ( C." ) 

In  consequence  of  the  representations  referred  to,  and  probably  others  which  did 
not  reach  me,  you  addressed  me  an  unofficial  note  on  14th  September,  suggesting  that 
Allen  Hamilton,  esq. ,  might  at  the  payment  of  the  annuities  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  Miamies  that  would  be  "gratifying  to  the  people  as  welt  as  beneficial  to 
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the  Mnnce."  With  tliis  exprt-ased  vrisli  of  thr  head  of  the  Drpartmrnt,  and  after 
consiiltAltnu  willi  you,  I  wn>t«  unofficial  Ictlen  to  Genetul  Saohi^I  Miko^'  and  to 
Atlt-n  Ilimiilton.  esq.,  oa  the  iSth  September,  sctUtig  forth  the  views  of  the  Depart- 
ment %%  hereinbefore  exprrNiR^il  in  Tugaril  uf  jiiCL-uiivnt  legululive  sanction  and  the 
uiiportnncc  ta  ladiana  of  trcalinK  with  the  Uianiles,  whoM  dUpositiou  to  cede  their 
ruuimnins  lands  on  just  mid  cquitnMc  terms  might  not  conlintic.  II  v^  thonght. 
however,  to  l>e  in  Iteepin;;  with  the  rule  adopted  to  ascertain  informally  from  the 
Miamks  vtluit  tliey  would  he  willing  to  take  for  their  Innds  wbcu  it  ivos  their  pleas- 
ure to  emigrate,  etc.  ll  was  *Ioubted  whether  it  would  be  judlciuu.i  It)  rciluce  the 
terms  to  writing,  howex-er  infonnBlty,  on  account  of  the  difScultj-  there  might  be  in 
convincing  the  Indians  that  it  was  not  a.  treaty,  although  it  wiuidcsiinblc,  if  it  could 
be  safely  done,  that  it  should  be  eo;  and  they  were  informed  that  a  report  from 
them  would  answer  "nil  tnypurpoMS,  lu  my  object  ic  to  be  able  to  My  to  each 
branch  of  CongrKts  upon  what  terma  the  Mlatui  lanils  can  be  had  by  tlie  Unitocl 
SUtes,  so  that  if  the  terms  are  Bpproved  the  necessBrj-  law  itmy  be  posjed,"  It  was 
mggeited  tliat  the  annuity  payment  would  alTord  a  j^oo'l  opportunity  f'or  procnriiif 
the  Information  desired,  whidi  it  was  expected  could  be  had  without  any  eKpense, 
for  which  there  we-re  no  fundit.  and  that  if  there  were  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
expend  ihfm  in  the  way  i>n>i>osci3.     (D,*) 

I  dcdre  to  slate  the  facts  ax  they  exirt  i»  fnlly  an  to  exhibit  precisely  what  has 
been  the  action  of  the  Department,  without  gotn};  into  more  detail  than  may  be 
ncccasaty.  and  therefore  annex  cxtmctA  and  copies  of  the  papers  referred  to  instead 
of  embodying  them  in  thi«  cumuiunicuttou. 

On  the  aSlh  day  of  Novcuibcrlast  a  treaty  was  concluded  by  Messrs.  Samuel  Mil roy 
and  Allen  Ilatnilton  with  "the  chiefs,  warriors,  and  hciulmen  of  the  Miami  tribe 
t&  Indi4ns,"  which  was  received  here  on  the  19th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
cxplanator)- of  the  treaty  and  staling  it  to  have  liren  made  by  "the  rindcrsigncd. 
acting  under  instructions  contsiiniil  in  your  unolTicial  letter  ilalcd  Srptemlwr  18, 
1840;"  tJiut  it  ii-as  made  at  the  annuity  payiucnt,  when  "the  views  and  toittructious 
of  tlic  DcjMiTtment  "  were  "  comniiinicated  to  the  Miami  Indians  in  full  council," 
and  that  "after  fnll  considcmtion  of  the  sabject  they  decided  to  reduce  to  treaty 
form  a  proposition  or  the  term*  upon  which  they  would,  consent  to  cede  tfadr  ramiii* 
big  lajida  iu  Indiana  to  llic  ITniicd  Suites,  nuhject,  as  they  understand  it.  to  the 
a|)proral  of  the  DepartmeiH  and  the  approval  and  ratification  of  the  President  and 
Senate  of  tlic  United  States  beloie  being  of  any  binding  foice  or  eOiciency  as  b 
treaty."  With  the  oriirinal  treaty  I  send  a  copy  of  (he  ejtjfUniitorj-  letter  and  of  ■ 
communication  from  General  Mtlroy  giving  the  rcASons  for  the  money  prwlsloas 
made  for  the  chief  Richardrille  and  the  family  of  Chief  Godfroy.     (H.*) 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  wiis  not  antborized ;  but  if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President  and  Senate  it  slioll  be  advisable  to  adopt  and  coiifiim 
it,  I  do  not  sec  any  legal  objection  to  audi  a  course.  The  qusniliy  of  land  ceded  \% 
entimalol  ul  about  scn.ooo  acres,  for  which  the  eonwderatioii  is  6»cd  at  ¥350,000,  or 
|i,[o  per  KCre,  of  which  ^50,000  arc  payable  presently  and  the  balance  in  annual 
payments  of  #te;.ooo,  which  will  be  discharged  in  twenty  j'ears.  In  nddilion,  we 
will  be  Iwnnd  lo  remove  them  west  of  the  MiMiasippi  within  five  years,  ihe  period 
atipulaleil  for  their  eiuigralion.  and  to  subsist  tliem  for  one  year  after  their  arrival. 
These  are  the  chief  provisions  in  which  the  Uin'led  State*  arc  interested.  By  ihc 
second  (it  is  called  in  the  treaty  now  aulimilteil  the  "  it."  which,  if  the  iTesident 
should  decide  to  lay  ft  l>erwre  the  Senate,  can  be  corteeiect  by  that  body)  urtiele  of 
Uie  treaty  of  6ih  November,  183H,  there  is  rcMr\cd  from  Uie  cession  coulaUied  In 
that  inatrumcnt  10  niilcs  square  for  the  band  of  Mn-KMin-ia.  in  rej^ard  of  whidi  the 
Bcventh  article  says : 

"It  is  further  stipulated  tbst  the  United  States  convey  by  patent  to  Me-sbing-^^ 

'Unaillcd. 


Martin  Van  Burcn 
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Bic^a,  sciD  of  U*4o-sin-ia.  the  tmct  of  Innd  rcscrvcil  by  tlic  twenty-second  article 
of  ibe  treaiy  of  6lli  o(  November.  18^,  to  the  band  of  Ma-lo-«iri-La." 

This  is  A  Uungc  as  U>  tb«  title  of  a  rcscrvatkut  licrctoforc  sanctioned  and  not  wm 
ceded,  and  90  far  as  the  iriiUiil  Slatn  arc  concerned  (!»«  uot  varj  tlic  aspect  of 
the  present  eompict  Ttacrv  are  reserved  to  ihe  cliief  Kichardville  sewn  tactions 
et  bad,  and  to  bim  and  tbc  funtly  of  tltc  dcccosc^l  chief  Godfroy  urv  to  be  paid, 
lespectK'cly,  coaaiderabte  siuns  of  nxmey,  wbicb  It  aeetns  from  tbc  butement  of 
G^aerat  31  tlroy  were  debts  due  to  them  and  acknowledged  by  the  tribe. 

Tbc  tmty  of  Novenilier,  1838,  which  vraa  mli&ed  on  the  81J1  February.  1S39, 
estingnUbed  the  Indian  title  to  abotit  177.000  acrea  of  land  and  cost  the  United 
States  1335,680,  cr  nearly  f  1  per  acre.  MctLmrcd  by  thia  price  the  prencnt  airaD^e- 
tDCUt  would  seem  to  b?  very  advsntjigcoiis.  It  is  stated  by  Mcssn^.  Milroy  and 
HamiltMi  that  more  favurui)1eti3-m«  will  not  beasaentenl  tubytlieMiami««uuderany 
drcttmatsncca,  and  coosidvriug  tlic  great  impoftance  of  tlic  aduptiuii  of  this  compact, 
bimwer  trre^luly  mndtr,  to  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  as  well  as  the  belief  Ibal  any 
portponcnteiit  will  probably  swallow  up  what  rcmoiiM  to  tl)e«e  Indiann  in  debts 
which  tbey  most  improTidently  oontracl  and  the  conviction  that  nothing  can  aave 
them  frotn  moral  ruin  but  thnrienioval  west,  T  think  it  wonid  be  judicious  in  all 
views  of  the  matter  to  adopt  and  ratify  this  treaty,  and  respectfully  reconuacnd  that 
h.  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  laid  before  the  PresidenI,  and.  if  be  and  yon 
Coocnr  In  ray  views,  that  the  sanction  of  it  by  the  Senate  be  odced. 

Respcctftdlr  submitted. 

T.  IIAS.TI.EV  CRAWFORD. 

Washington,  January  5,  /J//. 
Tc  the  Senate  of  the  United  StatfS: 

I  cxHumunicate  to  the  Senate  sundry  papers,*  in  further  answer  to  ita 
roolution  of  the  30tb  of  December,  iS'ig,  which  Iiavc  bceu  received 
from  tbe  governor  of  Florida  sioctt  tbc  adjounuucnt  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress. 

M.  VAK  BUREN. 

Washington, /(»»M(«7  6.  184.1. 
HocL  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Pweiidertt  0/  the  Senate. 

Sik:  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  herewith  and  the  accoitipa* 
nytng  docamcDts  arc  respectfully  submitted  iu  reply  to  the  resolutiou  of 
the  Senate  of  jtincio,  1840.  calling  for  information  in  relation  tothenum- 
tier  of  soldiers  euUsted.  in  the  late  war  aad  entitled  to  bounty  land,  etc. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington, /aMaflrj*  7,  1841. 
Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 

president  6/  the  Senate. 
Sib:  The  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  accompany- 
ing  report  of  the  colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  are  respectfully  sub- 
mitted in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  i5tb  of  June  last,  calling  for  a 

*  RcUtiBf  to  tioadi  at  tbc  Territory  of  FlorldA. 
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plan  and  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  west  of 
the  President's  square  and  iac  the  construction  of  a  stone  bridge  across 
Rock  Creek,  etc.  ^   ^^^  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  zS,  J84.1. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  reply  to  their  resolution  of  the 
30th  of  July  last,  a  reptut  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompany- 
ing  papers*  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  i^,  184.1. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report,  with 
accompanying  papers.t  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  i6th  of  December  last. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  22,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  a  report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  exhibiting  the  operations 
of  that  institution  during  the  year  1840,  and  I  have  to  iuvite  the  special 
attention  of  Congress  to  that  part  of  the  Director's  report  in  relation  to 
the  overvaluation  given  to  the  gold  in  foreign  coins  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  June  28,  1834,  "regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold 
coin  within  the  United  States." 

Applications  have  been  frequently  made  at  the  Mint  for  copies  of  med- 
als voted  at  different  times  by  Congress  to  the  officers  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  last  war  (the  dies 
for  which  are  deposited  in  the  Mint),  and  it  is  submitted  to  Congress 
whether  authority  shall  be  given  to  the  Mint  to  strike  off  copies  of  those 
medals,  in  bronze  or  other  metal,  to  supply  those  persons  making  apph- 
cation  for  them,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  the  actual  expense  of  striking 

**^  °^-  M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  January  ap,  184^1. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  herewith  communicated  and 
the  accompanying  papers  it  appears  that  an  additional  appropriation  is 

*Corm[>cmdeiicc  imputing' m&ipt&cticcs  to  If.  P.  Tritt,  AmerioHi  consul  at  Havana,  in  rentd 
to  arantins  paiwrH  to  veiselB  cnraiird  in  llie  lUve  trade,  etc. 

t  Relating  (o  the  origin  or  any  political  lelations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Empire  of 
China,  etc 
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necessary  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  the  preparatory 
exploration  and  survey  of  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States 
should  be  completed. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington,  February  i,  1841. 
To  the  SenaU  of  ike  UniUd  StaUs: 

I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying  documents 
from  the  Secretary  of  War;  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1840,  requesting  the  President  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  infor- 
mation in  his  possession  relative  to  the  survey  directed  by  the  act  of  the 
12th  of  June,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  designate  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  State  of  Michigan  and  Territory  of  Wiskonsin. ' ' 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  February  8,  T841. 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  report  from  the  commissioners  for 
the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  in  addition 
to  the  documents  sent  to  Congress,  with  reference  to  a  further  appropria- 
tion  for  the  completion  of  the  duty  intrusted  to  the  commission. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Report  of  the  tommissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Untied  Sates  under 
the  act  of  Congrea  of  20th  fitly,  1840,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  and  survey- 
ing the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  and  the 
British  IVovinces. 

New  Yosk,  January  6,  /S4/. 
Hon.  John  Forsvth, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Snt:  The  commisaioaers,  having  aaeembled  In  this  city  in  confcnrmity  with  yoor 
orders  under  date  of  29th  of  July,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 

That  the  extent  of  country  and  the  great  length  of  the  boundary  line  included  in 
the  objects  of  their  conumssion  would  have  rendered  it  impossible  to  have  com- 
pleted the  task  assigned  them  within  the  limits  of  a  single  season.  In  addition  to 
this  pbjr^cal  imposdbility,  the  work  of  the  present  year  was  entered  upon  under  cir- 
cumstances very  nnfavorable  for  making  any  great  progress.  The  law  under  which 
they  have  acted  was  passed  at  the  last  period  of  a  protracted  session,  when  nearly  half 
of  the  season  during  which  working  parties  can  be  kept  in  the  field  had  elapsed ;  and 
althoi^h  no  delay  took  place  in  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  carry  it  intc 
effect,  the  organization  of  the  board  was  not  effected,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of 
one  of  the  commissioners  and  the  agent  to  accept  of  their  nomination.  The  com- 
missioners, acting  nnder  these  disadvantages,  have  done  all  that  lay  in  their  power 
to  accomplish  the  greatest  practicable  extent  of  work,  and  have  obtained  many  results 
which  can  not  but  be  important  in  the  examination  of  the  vexed  and  important 
question  which  has  been  committed  to  them;  but  after  having  fully  and  maturely 
considered  the  subject  and  interchanged  the  results  of  their  respective  operations 
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tlic>-  have  come  to  tb«  conclusion  that  it  would  be  prmiAturc  to  embody  the  partial 
TVMilU  whicli  tliey  have  stufneil  in  a  Renirral  rrrmn  fyr  tlic  piirpow  or  I>ein{!  laitl 
b«fofie  the  polilicMl  nnd  scientific  world.  The  meridian  line  of  the  St.  Croix  has  nol 
been  cnrricd  to  n  ilintancc  of  more  than  somilc!^  froni  the  monument  at  the  source  of 
that  river,  and  the  opeiationB  of  the  other  eonimissi oners,  although  tliey  hare  cov- 
ered  b  wide  extent  of  country,  havcfulBllcd  but  one  part  of  tlie  duty  a»»igned  tbcD. 
immely,  thai  o^  exploraiion;  while  ev-cu  iu  Hie  parts  ex|]Iotetl  actual  surt-eyit  will  tw 
necessary  for  the  purpovc  of  presenting  the  (jaeMion  in  such  fonn  aa  can  admit  of  no 
cavil.  In  psriiculur.  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  most  northern  part  of  the 
line  appear  to  differ  in  some  points  from  the  conclmions  of  the  late  Brilich  eoinuiia- 
sion.  Satisfied  that  the  latter  have  been  reached  in  too  bastya  manner  and  without 
a  MiHicient  time  harinx  ijeeii  exjjended  upon  ciinipuativc  obacrvntionx,  they  arc 
cautioned  by  this  example  sgninst  eoniiiiilling  a  like  error.  In  respect  to  the  nrgii- 
mciitativc  pott  of  the  report  of  the  British  commissioners,  the  duty  of  furnishing  s 
prompt  and  immediate  leply  lo  such  partH  of  it  oa  reiit  upon  ttie  caiintrtietiita  of  trea* 
ties  and  the  acts  of  diplomacy  has  been  rendered  far  lc«e  important  than  it  mt^ht  at 
one  time  have  appeared  by  the  pubUcntton  of  the  more  important  parta  of  the  argu- 
ment laid  before  the  King  of  the  Nellierlands  as  umpire.  This  argument,  the  dellb. 
erate  and  atudicl  work  of  men  who  well  un<lcnrtood  the  subject,  is  a  full  cxpofition 
of  the  ][iounds  on  vihidt  the  claim  of  the  Ilnited  Stales  lo  the  whole  of  the  dliputetl 
territory  rests.  It  hfisrocdved  the  sanction  of  sticcessive  Administrations  of  opposite 
politico,  ami  may  therefore  be  conridered,  in  addition  toils  ori);innl  official  character, 
as  approved  by  the  whole  nation.  To  this  publication  yotir  commission  beg  lea've  to 
refer  as  embodying  an  argument  which  may  be  styled  unaninserable. 

The  o|)erittionH  of  the  parties  under  the  couiuuiid  uf  the  wverftl  commifidonen 
were  as  follows: 

The  party  under  the  direction  of  I*rofcitK>T  Renwick  left  Portland  in  detachments 
on  the  26ih  and  37th  of  AuguaL  The  place  of  general  reiidexvou-t  waa  fixed  at 
Woodstock,  or,  failing  that,  at  the  Cmnd  Falls  of  the  St.  John.  The  commiaaarj 
of  the  party  proccwJed  as  ajwcdily  as  posriblc  to  Oldtown,  in  onlcr  to  procure  boats 
awd  engage  men.  Professor  Renwick  passed  by  Jand  thiough  Brunswick.  Gardi> 
ncr,  and  Augunta.  At  the  former  place  barometer  No.  t  was  coinpnTed  with  that 
of  ProtfcMKir  Cleavclund.  at  Gsnlincr  with  that  of  Hallowel  Ganliner.  eitq. ;  and 
snangemenis  were  made  with  them  to  keep  registers,  to  be  used  as  corresponding 
observation*  with  those  of  tlic  expedition.  At  Augusta  some  additional  articles  of 
e<iulpnieiit  w,-cre  obtained  from  the  authorities  of  the  Slate,  but  Uie  barometer  whiiA 
it  had  been  hoped  might  have  been  procored  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  Mfvioe.  At 
HouUon  two  tents  anil  anumlierof  knapaacks,  with  some  f^unpuwder,  were  furoished 
by  the  politeness  of  General  Uustia  from  the  Government  stores. 

The  boats  and  alt  tlic  stores  rcBcheil  \Vood«tock  on  the  3cl  September,  and  all  the 
party  were  collectc<l  eaccepl  one  engineer,  who  had  been  left  behind  at  Bangor  in 
the  hopes  of  obtaining  ntmther  barometer.  A  bateau  was  therefore  left  to  bring  him 
on.  The  remainder  -of  the  biiala  were  loaded,  and  the  party  embarked  on  tlic  St. 
John  on  Ihe  morning  of  the  4th  of  September.  This,  the  main  body,  reached  the 
Grand  FnlU  at  noon  on  the  8th  of  September.  The  remaining  balcAu,  with  the  etigi- 
acer,  arrived  the  next  evening,  havlni;  ascended  the  rapida  of  the  St.  John  in  a  time 
abort  beyond  precedent.  On  its  arrival  it  was  found  that  the  liorometer,  00  whoae 
receipt  reliance  had  I>ccn  placed,  hod  not  been  completed  in  time,  and  altliough.aa 
w*s  lejriit  atlerwards.  ii  ha<l  been  commitleil  a*  sooij  a.i  finiilied  by  the  nuker  lo 
the  cure  of  M.ijor  Grali.-iin,  the  oilier  wmimissiom-rs  fell  compi-llnl  in  set  oiil  fiefore 
he  hail  juiiicil  lliem,  Ttie  want  of  lhi:>  tiaroinctcr,  in  which  dufecla  obacrvcul  in  the 
olheTH  had  been  remedied,  was  of  no  little  detriment. 

A  delay  of  ei(tlHecn  days  had  occurred  in  PortUnd  in  coneernience  of  the  refusal 
uf  Measta.  Cleat- eland  aad  J  arv  is  lo  accept  their  appoinimenis,  and  it  was  known  from 
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Sie  experience  of  the  commiisicMiers  sent  out  in  iSj8  by  the  State  of  Maine  that  it 
■mul<l  rt^uire  nt  Iwist  tl>r«e  weeks  to  rcnch  the  line  clniinol  Sy  t]ie  United  Stntes 
from  ttangur.  It  was  Ulcrvfurc  imperative  in  push  forwdrd,  iiulcas  Uic  risk  of  hnv- 
ing  ttic  wliule  uf  the  o[)eratwfis  of  litis  parly  psralyxeil  by  tlie  scltiiig  in  of  winter 
wss  to  be  e.icoutttcred.  it  wus  also  aacerUined  ut  the  Grand  Palls  tlwt  the  strcaios 
which  were  to  be  ascended  were  always  shallow-  and  rapid,  and  tbat  at  the  moment 
Ibey  were  extremely  low,  so  that  the  boats  would  not  carry  more  *tore«  tlian  would 
be  cousumed  within  the  time  required  to  reach  the  reeiou  afsigncd  to  Professor  Ren- 
wick  AS  hi*  share  of  ihe  «ioly  and  return,  It  became,  ihereforr,  neceMary,  an  it  ha<l 
heca  before  feared  il  must,  to  be  cuntent  with  an  explurutiou  instead  of  a  cloae  and 
acetuvte  sarrcy.  Several  of  the  men  employed  had  been  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  tueridtan  line,  hut  their  knowledge  was  limited  to  that  tingle  object.  Inquiry 
wu  cmfuUy  made  for  guides  through  Ihc  cuuntry  between  the  source:)  of  the  Gratnle 
Pbnrche  of  Restifouchc  and  of  TuUdi,  but  none  were  to  be  foiuid.  One  Indian  only 
hjulpaMed  from  Ihe  bead  of  Green  Ri\'er  to  Ihe  Grande  I'ourche,  but  hii  knowledge 
was  limited  to  a  single  path,  in  a  direction  not  likely  to  shed  any  light  on  the  object 
of  the  commiixion.  He  was.  however,  engnf^ed.  The  Prencli  hunters  of  Mwduwunka 
bad  never  penetrated  beyond  the  sources  of  Green  River,  aud  the  Indians  who  for- 
merly resided  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  St.  John  were  said  to  have  abandoned  the 
eonntry  (or  more  than  Iwelre  years. 

The  party  was  now  divided  into  four  dctacbments,  the  first  to  proceed  down  tho 
Restigonche  to  the  tide  of  the  Bay  *A  Chaleura.  Ihe  second  to  aacend  the  Gramie 
Ponrdte  of  ReMi^uche  to  its  sonrce,  the  thirri  to  \v:  Ktniioned  on  Green  River 
Mouatain,  the  fourth  to  convey  the  nurplus  slorcn  nml  he«vyb»KKagc  to  I^ikc  Temis- 
eonatA  and  ihence  lo  ascend  the  TuUdi  aud  Abogusqiiasli  to  the  Uiglie&t  accestible 
point  of  the  latter.  It  was  resolved  tluit  the  second  and  fourth  ileUchments  should 
eodeaTor  to  cmn  the  country  and  meet  each  oilier,  rollowin;;  jih  far  as  ponible  the 
helgbt  o(  land.     A  general  rendezvous  was  again  fixed  at  Lake  Temiseouata. 

In  compliance  with  this  plan,  the  first  and  second  dctachmcnta  ascended  the 
Crunilv  River  lugcther.  eroMcd  the  'Wagaiitta  portage,  and  reached  the  confluence 
of  the  Grande  Fourche  and  »»utbw«»t  hratich  of  Rcstigouche. 

The  fint  detachment  then  descended  the  united  «renm.  returned  by  the  same 
course  to  the  St.  John,  and  reached  the  ponage  at  Temiscouata  on  the  7th  October. 
All  the  intcudcd  objects  of  the  detachment  were  happily  accompluhcd. 

The  aecond  detachment,  uuder  ttie  personal  direction  of  the  commissioner,  reached 
the  junction  of  the  north  and  south  branches  of  the  Cmnde  Fourche  on  the  SSfl  Sep- 
tember. Two  engiiieera,  with  two  men  tu  carrj'  provi.siona,  were  then  dispatched  to 
(TOSS  the  country  to  the  mnidian  line,  nnd  ihence  to  proceed  westward  to  join  the 
detachment  At  Kcd^^ick  I.ake.  Titis  duly  was  performed  and  many  valuable  obier- 
vatlom  obtained,  but  an  accident,  by  which  the  barometer  was  broken,  prevented 
all  the  anticip»led  objects  of  the  mimon  fnjm  Iwing  accomplished. 

Alt  the  slorca  whi\:u  could  poscibly  be  spared  were  now  placed  in  a  depot  at  the 
junction  of  the  south  branch,  and  the  commissioner  proceeded  with  the  boats  thus 
lightened  toward  Kedgwiek  Lake.  The  lightening  of  The  boab  was  rendered  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  ttic  diminution  of  the  volume  of  the  river  and  tlie  occurrence 
of  falls,  over  which  it  would  have  been  irapowiWetoconvpy  them  when  fully  loaded. 
For  want  of  a  K">d«,  a  branch  more  western  than  that  which  is.sues  from  the  lake 
was  entered.  One  of  the  boats  was  therefore  sent  round  into  llic  lake  to  await  the 
relum  of  the  engineem  di*pQtched  to  Ihe  meridian  line.  The  Klore*,  whieli  were  all 
that  could  be  brouKhl  up  in  the  state  of  the  waters,  were  now  found  lo  be  wholly 
tnsafficient  to  allow  of  committing  ihe  party  tn  the  unexplored  couRlr>'  iK-tween  this 
rtmun  and  Tuluili.  Even  the  f-iur  days  which  must  intervene  before  the  reitim  of 
the  enffineerx  conld  lie  expected  would  do  much  to  exhaust  them.  The  conimis- 
sioacr  Iherefoce  resolved  to  pruceol  ;icross  Uie  country,  with  no  other  conipinioa 
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than  two  meo,  curyiug  tea  da>^*  provisions.  It  wns  hoped  that  fonr  or  Sve  <Uys 
■night  sufljct  (or  Ote  purpcMe,  but  ten  of  frrrjil  ti>n  aiiJ  iliftiiulty  were  spent  before 
l-4ike  Tuliuli  wan  rcaehod.  The  remninrfcr  o(  the  iletarhtnent,  unitiil  by  tlie  rwlum 
o(  the  enpnecrs,  ticsccnded  the  north  branch  of  the  GtaiuIc  Tourcbc  tu  Uie  junc- 
tion of  the  south  brancll.  ascended  tlie  latter,  and  luade  the  portage  to  Green  River. 
In  thin  Uic  boatn  w^re  completely  worn  out,  and  tlie  I^Kt  of  tlieir  fond  exhausted  just 
at  Ihi;  tuomeut  thut  mppllea  lent  up  the  Green  River  lo  meet  them  srri^'ctl  at  their 
oiinp. 

No  arrangement  which  cotJd  have  been  mode  would  have  suSSocd  to  prevent  the 
risk  of  famine  which  wa*  thus  encountered  by  the  second  detachment.  A  greater 
ntuaber  of  boeU  would  have  rc^juircH  more  men,  and  thene  would  have  eaten  all 
they  could  have  curled.  No  other  acttial  »ufTerin£  but  great  fatigue  and  anxiety 
were  encountered;  and  it  is  now  obvimis  that  had  the  minii  which  were  so  abundant 
during  the  first  week  of  October  been  snow  (as  they  •ometiinen  arc  in  tlut  climate) 
there  would  have  been  a  risk  of  the  detachment  pcrisfaiug. 

The  tfaini  detnchmeiit  reached  thdr  irtation  on  Green  River  Uuunlain  on  the  i  jtb 
September  &iid  continued  tliere  until  the  nth  October.  A  full  net  of  barometric 
obaervations  was  made,  the  latitude  well  dcteruiincd  by  numerous  altitudca,  and  the 
longitude  approximnlely  by  iBotnc  lunar  obscrvationi. 

The  fouitli  detachment,  after  depositing  the  iiturcn  (nteaded  fur  the  return  of  the 
party  in  chiirge  of  the  Briiisb  comniseary  nt  Port  Ingall,  who  politely  undertook 
the  care  of  them,  aoccnded  the  Tuladi,  and  takiuKibi  tiurtheni  brauch  leaehcd  Lake 
AbagusquBsb.  Here  one  of  the  engineers  wounded  hiinxlf  )ie\xrely  and  was  ren- 
dered unlit  Tor  duty.  The  cominiiwify  then  proceeded  x  journey  of  five  days  toward 
the  cast,  blazing  a  path  and  making  signala  to  guide  the  eccond  detachment. 

The  dillcrcnee  hetweeu  the  coimtiy  as  it  actually  cxiats  and  an  represented  on  any 
maps  prevented  tli«  cotnmtSMoner  from  meeting  this  party.  It  found  the  tourve  of 
the  central  or  main  branch  of  Tuladi  to  the  north  of  that  of  the  Abagusquash.  and 
following  the  height  of  land  reached  the  (leei>  an<l  narrow  valley  of  the  Rimooaki 
at  the  point  where,  on  the  BritUh  maps,  that  i>txeam  is  reprcacnted  as  isniing  from  a 
lidge  of  mountains  far  nortli  of  the  line  offered  lo  the  Kttig  of  the  Netherlands  aa 
the  bounds  of  the  American  claim.  The  commissary  Ibetefore  found  it  inipoMiblc 
to  ascend  RimoH^ki  to  its  source,  and  crossing  its  valley  found  himself  again  on  a 
dividing  ridge,  where  be  soon  struck  a  stream  running  to  the  »»ulhrast.  This,  from 
a  compariMott  of  couracs  and  distance*,  ia  beliex-cd  tu  be  the  source  of  Utc  main  branch 
of  the  Grande  I'ourclic  of  Ristaymoh;  and  ihns  the  second  and  fourth  dclacbmenta 
had  i«flched  points  witliin  a  very  short  distance  of  each  other.  The  greater  breadth 
of  the  dividing  ridge  baa  thus  been  explored,  but  it  will  remain  to  trace  the  ItmlLtof 
the  valley  of  the  Rlmouakl,  which  will  fonn  a  deep  indenture  in  the  Iwundary  line. 
This  line  kavitigbeen  explored,*  portywas  formed,  after  the  aaacmbluge of  Iheaev- 
eral  dinnions  at  Temiacouata,  for  the  purpatc  of  leveling  it  with  the  barometer; 
but  the  expedition  was  frustrated  by  a  heavy  snowstorm,  which  set  In  on  the  ijth 
October.  This,  tlic  most  important  part  of  the  wholv  uorllietn  line,  tliereforc  remains 
for  (uture  invealigatlon.  It  can  only  be  stated  that  strung  groumU  exist  for  tlic  belief 
that  its  summita  aro  not  only  higher  than  any  point  which  has  been  measured,  bat 
that,  althoi^gh  cut  by  the  Rimouski,  it  exceeds  la  aTctagG  elevation  any  pert  of  the 
disputed  territoij'. 

The  leveling  of  the  TcmiKouata  portage  appeared  to  b*  an  object  of  great  lmpar> 
lance,  not  only  oii  it-nown  account,  buios  futtilsbinga  tttsc  for  future  operations.  As 
soon  BB  a  sufficient  force  had  been  assembled  at  I^ke  Temisconata  a  party  was  there- 
fore formed  to  survey  the  portage  with  a  theodolite.  Orders  were  also  gi\-cn  by  the 
commissioner  that  the  first  barometer  which  should  be  returned  should  be  tamed 
over  the  portage.  II  was  believed  thai  ihi<  double  provii^ion  would  haw  secured  the 
*'?"■■""!*■""  of  thia  puint  beyond  the  chance  irf  failure.     A  sBowstorm.  boircvcr 
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(the  same  which  iatemipted  the  last  operation  referred  to) ,  set  in  after  the  level  had 
been  mn  to  the  mountain  of  Biort,  and  one  of  the  laboring  men,  worn  oat  by  his 
preceding  fatigues,  fell  sick.  The  party  being  thus  rendered  insuScient,  the  engineer 
in  command  found  himself  compelled  to  return.  The  contemplated  operation  with 
the  barometer  was  also  frustrated,  for  on  examination  at  Temisconata  it  was  found 
that  all  were  unfit  for  further  service.  In  order  that  the  desired  object  might  be 
accomplished,  a  new  expedition  was  dispatched  from  NewVorkon  the  i2thof  Novemr 
ber,  famished  with  four  barometers.  This  party,  by  great  exertions,  reached  St. 
Andr£,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  eighth  day  and  accomplished  the  object  of  its 
mission.  The  operation  was  rendered  possible  at  this  inclement  season  by  its  being 
confined  to  a  beaten  road  and  in  the  vicinity  of  human  habitations. 

The  country  which  has  been  the  object  of  this  reconnoissance  is,  as  may  already 
be  understood,  of  very  difficult  access  from  the  settled  parts  of  the  State  of  Maine. 
It  is  also,  at  best,  almost  impenetrable  except  by  the  water  courses.  It  furnishes  no 
supplies  except  fish  and  small  game,  nor  can  these  be  obtained  by  a  surveying  party 
which  can  not  be  strong  enough  to  allow  for  hunters  and  fishermen  as  a  constituent 
part.  The  third  detachment  alonederived  any  important  benefit  from  these  soiuxes. 
Tbe  best  mode  of  supplying  a  party  moving  on  the  eastern  section  would  be  to  draw 
provisions  and  stores  from  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  is,  indeed,  now  obvious,  although 
it  is  contrary  to  tbe  belief  of  any  of  the  persons  professing  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  that  had  the  commissioner  proceeded  from  New  York  by  the  way  of  Mon- 
treal and  Quebec  he  must  have  reached  the  district  assigned  to  him  a  fortnight 
earlier  and  have  accomplished  twice  as  much  work  as  his  party  was  able  to  perform. 

Although  much  remains  to  be  done  in  this  region,  an  extensive  knowledge  of  a 
country  hitherto  unknown  and  unexplored  has  been  obtained;  and  this  not  only 
Aeds  much  light  upon  the  boundary  question  in  its  present  state,  but  will  be  of  per- 
manent service  in  case  of  a  further  ex  parte  examination,  or  of  a  joint  commission 
being  agreed  upon  by  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  season  was  too  late  for  any  efficient  work,  as  the  line  to  be  explored  was  not 
reached  before  the  aad  September.  Not  only  were  the  rivers  at  their  lowest  ebb, 
hut  ice  was  met  in  the  progress  of  the  parties  as  early  as  the  12th  September,  and 
snow  fell  on  the  31st  and  aad  September.  The  actual  setting  in  of  winter,  which 
sometimes  occurs  in  the  first  week  of  October,  was  therefore  to  be  dreaded.  From 
this  time  the  country  becomes  unfit  for  traveling  of  any  description  until  the  streams 
are  bound  with  solid  ice  and  a  crust  formed  on  the  snow  of  sufficient  firmness  to 
make  it  passable  on  snowshoes.  The  only  road  is  that  along  the  St.  John  River, 
and  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  a  party  distant  more  than  10  or  i3  miles  from 
that  stream  to  extricate  itself  after  the  winter  begins. 

No  duty  could  be  well  imagined  more  likely  to  be  disagreeable  than  that  assigned 
to  Professor  Renwick.  The  only  feasible  modes  of  approach  lay  for  hundreds  of 
miles  through  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  British  territory,  and  the  line  he  was 
directed  to  explore  was  included  within  the  military  post  of  that  nation.  It  may  be 
likened  to  tbe  entry  upon  the  laud  of  a  neighbor  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  his 
title.  Under  these  circumstances  of  anticipated  difficulty  it  becomes  his  duty,  as  well 
as  bis  pleasure,  to  acknowledge  the  uniform  attention  and  civilities  he  has  experi- 
enced from  all  parties,  whether  in  official  or  in  private  stations.  All  possibility  of 
interruption  by  the  local  authorities  was  prevented  by  a  proclamation  of  His  Excel- 
lency Sir  John  Harvey,  K.  C.  B. ,  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  the  British  warden,  Colonel  Maclauchlan,  was  personally  instrumental  in 
promoting  the  comforts  of  tbe  commissioner  and  his  assistants.  Similar  attentions 
were  received  from  the  officers  of  the  garrison  at  Port  Ingall,  and  the  commandant 
of  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  and  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General.  Even 
the  private  persons  whose  property  might  be  aSected  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
American  claim  exhibited  a  generous  hospitality. 
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^e  pai^  undn-  tlir  direction  of  Captntn  Tftlcott  left  the  BcltUni<>r.ts  on  HkHi 
Stream  on  the  6lli  of  Sep tcDibcr.  ThctnninbrnDcbof  thiivnafollovrct  toita  source 
inaswatnp.iii  whicli  abiancbot  the  St.  Frand*  also  bad  itsuri^in.  From  thU point 
the  party  followed  the  ridge  dividing  tlio  Allamic  frorti  Ww  St.  l^wrencc  wAt«t9 
Uiitil  it  was  supposed  that  all  the  hnincliua«f  Inilitm  Strutm  Iiutl  been  hcmlet].  tn 
this  (;ork  the  party  ntut  employed  until  the  rjth  Septemhcr.  It  had  now  urivcd  at 
&  poirt  wherv  the  Maitalloway  Rivci  nhould  be  foun<I  to  the  left,  according  to  the 
most  authentic  map  of  the  couutry.  cspeUHlly  thai  prepared  by  the  New  Hampshiie 
eominissioiier  appointed  iti  iHjS  tn  c^phire  the  ImuncUiiy  of  IhAt  SUte,  and  accom- 
panying  that  report.*  The  party  accordiuKly  bote  well  north  to  avoid  bei»K  Ic<l 
from  the  tmc  •'  height  of  land  "  by  the  dividing  riilgc  between  the  Connecticut  and 
Annlroseoggin  rivers.  After  croaaing  sei-eral  smoU  .itr*«iii»,  it  came  on  theaftcniooo 
of  the  isth  to  a  rivulet  about  12  feet  wide  running  to  the  cast,  which  was  .supposed  to 
be  the  mnin  Mn(;aIIoway.  The  i6th  was  spent  In  exptciring  it  tu  iu  soumr.  The 
neat  day  it  wnadiscovcred  that  wbnt  had  hcen  taken  for  the  Ma^alloivay  was  a  tribu- 
tary of  Snlmon  River,  a  large  branch  of  the  St.  Francis,  and  consequently  the  pnny 
was  considerably  to  the  north  of  the  bonndary. 

The  supply  of  provisionn  did  not  allow  the  party  to  retrace  its  steps  to  the  pcont 
where  it  bad  di»"erged  from  the  true  dividing  ridge.  The  course  waa  tlierefotv 
^Miigtd  until  it  bore  a  little  south;  but  it  wns  not  until  the  aad  that  the  party  found 
ItKlf  again  on  the  didding  ridge,  and  tlien  uinu  the  watcfH  of  the  Magaltoway. 

The  party  reached  Arnold  Kivcr,  or  Chnuiliere,  nhovc  Lake  Megantic,  oti  the  34th 
September.  After  having  recniiteil  and  taken  a  frewh  supply  of  pioviaions  from  the 
depot  established  there,  the  party  was  divided  into  two  deiacbmenu.  One  returned 
westward  to  find  the  comer  of  the  State  of  New  Iltimpsbirc  as  marked  by  the  com- 
Riission  in  17S9  apiMinled  to  trace  the  boundary  line. 

It  waa  there  aaccrl4uncd  that  the  corner  waa  on  the  true  dividing  ridge,  and  not 
from  8  to  lo  miles  south,  a*  li.-ut  Ijcen  ptroncously  reported  by  the  surveyor  employed 
by  the  New  nampshiro  commiMioners  in  1S56  and  reiterated  In  several  ofiGeial 
pajicrs.  From  the  State  comer  the  dividing  ridge  was  followed  to  where  it  had  been 
previously  explored  by  t]ic  puny.  Thence  a  cuurae  was  taken  to  the  northeast  so  U 
toretuJi  the  head  of  Lake  Megantic,  ami  thence  to  Lake  Mogaumac,  where  on  the  8th 
October  the  two  detachments  were  again  united.  The  detachment  led  by  the  assist- 
ant, Afr.  Cutts,  had  successfully  followed  the  dividing  ridge  from  the  camp  of  the 
2jtb  on  Arnold  River  to  tliis  place. 

It  was  now  ascertHined  thnt  the  provisions  remaining  were  not  sufficient  to  subsist 
all  of  the  company  until  t)ie  Kennebec  road  could  be  rvacbed  by  following  the  height 
of  land.  It  was  thought  advisable  ngnin  to  scpnmle  into  two  detach racnts— one  to 
follow  the  ridge,  supplied  with  pro\-isiona  for  twenty  days,  and  tlie  other  to  strike 
for  the  nearer  settlement,  which  it  was  suppoMd  could  be  reached  in  four  or  Gvc 
days.  This  movemeut  comnienced  on  the  imh  October,  and  Uiedetiichnieiit,  lollow- 
lti£  the  high  land,  reached  the  Kennebec  miLd  on  the  33d,  nnd  on  the  following  day 
provisions  for  the  party  for  fifteen  days  were  placed  there  and  a  Hke  tjuantity  nt  the 
month  of  the  Metjannelte.  It  was  intended  that  the  two  detscbments  ^ould  move 
siuiultauvously  from  these  two  paints  on  tlie  >6th  to  explore  tlie  boundary  line  as  far 
as  Lake  ntchcmin,  .A  dcepsnow.  which  coiniuciiccd  falling  on  the  night  of  the  35lh, 
compelled  the  commi.>uioner  to  nbiinrton  further cvplonitions  nl  that  time;  nnd  there 
was  not  the  slightest  probability  tlint  Ihcy  could  he  resumed  before  another  year. 

The  result  of  these  explorations  may  be  stated  as  follows; 

About  ife  miles  of  country  along  or  near  the " '  /wiglii  o/laHd"  have  been  traversed 
the  traveled  distances  cnrefuliy  estimated,  and  the  courses  measuretl  with  neompass. 
BATomctrical  observations  were  made  its  often  as  necessary  for  srivini;.')  profile  of  the 
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TOttte  ttom  tbe  hcwl  of  Hnlla  Str«aitt  to  Arnold  or  the  Cbaadkre  River,  and  thcnc« 
U>  Lake  Majjuiinac  vin  tlic  nvncr  of  tlic  Slntr  of  New  TIanii>ihire.  Some  fuithcr 
bsromeCricsl  obsrrvntiom  were  niaidc  between  Ihc  lake  and  tile  Kennebec  road,  but 
for  a  portion  of  tlut  diMtiace  the  barometer  wits  unserviceable  in  coiucquence  of  *it 
tMviog.  entered  the  tube.  .\sliononiicaI  obser  valient  a  were  nude  u  often  as  there 
wai  Btk  eppottunily,  but,  owing  to  tbv  prevnictice  of  eI<iuiU,  not  u  often  lu  WM  dexir- 
■blc.  tixj  irili  serve  for  correctinx  the  courses  and  estiuuued  distances  traveled, 
BBRMnetrica]  Dbaerratioai  for  oompaiison  were  made  at  th«  inlersectioii  of  the  Kcd- 
iiebee  road  and  heiglit  of  land  boorly  from  7  a.  in.  to  5  p.  tn.  while  the  parties  were 
on  the  dividing  ridge. 

Tbe  only  discovery  of  iuterett  made  by  this  party  is  that  tbe  Magalloway  River 
docs  not  hcftd  any  of  the  branches  of  the  Connecticut,  as  it  was  geoerally  I>e1ieve(l  il 
iliil,  and  eoosequenily  our  cUlui  to  Ilslls  Stream  15  dcpriveil  of  the  KU[ii>OTt  it  would 
have  had  from  the  fact  that  all  tbeother  branches  vcrc  headed  by  an  Atlantic  river, 
and  cofacquenUy  conld  not  be  reached  hy  tbe  line  along  the  hdght  of  land  from 
the  oorthwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Tlic  other  comminaoncr  (Jbtajor  Crtihani)  did  not  receive  his  appointment  until 
[6th  August  to  fill  the  place  left  vacant  by  tbe  nonaoceptonce  of  Profesaor  Cleave* 
Und.  and  to  him  was  assigned  tbe  survey  and  examiniitioii  of  the  due  north  line, 
commencing  at  the  source  of  the  river  SI.  Croix  and  cictending  to  tlac  hi}{;lilands 
which  divide  tlic  wolcrs  that  flow  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  thoK  which  Sow 
into  the  Atlantie  Ocean. 

Immediately  after  receiving  his  appointment  he  took  the  accessary  steps  foe 
organizing  faia  party,  and  in  addition  to  two  ofTicers  of  the  Corpt  of  Topographical 
Engineers,  assigned  to  him  by  the  commamlant  of  the  Corps  for  this  service,  he 
callc«l  to  bis  aid  two  civil  engineers  potsooing  the  requisite  qnalific&tions  for  the 
iltitin  to  be  perfonned.  So  soon  aa  the  requiiute  irutruments  coutd  be  procured  and 
put  in  proper  order  he  left  New  York  for  Portltuid,  Me.,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
Sih  of  September,  expecting  there  to  join  hin  colleagues  of  the  oommissioti.  They 
bad,  however,  proceeded  to  the  points  designated  fur  tbe  comtnencemeDt  of  their 
respective  duties,  the  season  being  too  far  advanced  to  justify  their  incurring  any 
farther  delay. 

At  Portland  a  short  conference  was  had  with  Mr.  Stubbs,  the  ngent  of  tite  State 
Dcpartmeat,  wbo  furnished  the  neceasory  mconEt  for  procuring  «n  outfit  for  the  party 
in  provisions,  camp  equipage,  etc. 

Tbe  parly  tiwa  proceeded  to  Bangor,  where  it  was  occupied  until  tbe  t9th  in  pro- 
curing the  necessary  auppUca  of  provisions,  camp  equipage,  transportation,  etc.,  to 
enable  It  to  take  the  licld;  and  n  few  nstronomlcnl  obwrvntiann  were  muittt  here  for 
tbe  pnrpoAC  of  testiuK  (he  rates  of  the  chronometers  which  were  to  be  used  upouthis 
service,  as  well  as  of  obtaining  additional  data  for  computing  the  longitude  of  this 
pUec,  which,  together  with  the  latitode,  bad  been  determined  by  the  commisijoneT 
by  a  very  near  approximation  in  the  summer  of  1833,  while  occupied  upon  the  mili- 
tary reoonooisaances  of  the  nurtheaatern  frontier. 

On  the  t  ith  the  party  left  Bangor  for  Honlton,  where  it  arrived  on  the  evening  of 
l|be  Ijtb.  A  depot  of  provisions  was  established  hirrc  for  nuppljing  the  line  of  their 
■ture  operations,  and  the  services  of  tbe  requisite  uumbcr  of  men  as  axmen,  chain 
B,  tnetnuncnt  carriers,  etc.,  were  engaged, 

FMiditig  these  prei>aratio»&  and  the  time  necessarily  occupied  In  cutting  a  road- 
way thfongh  the  fore«t  from  a  convenient  point  on  the  Calais  rood  to  the  monument 
ai  the  source  of  tlic  river  St.  Croix.  »  series  of  nMronomical  observatloDS  was  made, 
by  day  and  by  night,  bi  which  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  Hoidton  nrre 
Gstisfactorily  determined  and  the  mtvs  of  the  chronometers  furtlier  tested. 

By  ihc  J4th  of  September  the  rondway  wassuScienllyopened  to  permit  a  camp  to 
be  established  upon  tlie  experlnieutal  tine  (raced  by  the  United  Stales  and  British 
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lurvejon  In-  tbe  ycv  1817,  when  mi  mttempl  wu  matle  to  mark  thb  portion  of  tlte 
botmdsiy  between  the  two  coatttries  a^ecably  to  cbe  pKmnoos  of  tiiv  trvaty  of 
Gbent  of  1815, 

Tbe  provisions  .-iDd  camp  e<iujpage  were  uaniiported  upon  a  strong  but  roughl;^! 
tci!  slei),  dr«wn  by  borecs,  whilst  the  tuttnimcnlii  w«*  cnTtiMl  by  band,  tbe 
iof  Uie  comirry  over  wbicb  tbUruadway  wasopeued  beiiifi  toorougb  fur  any 
whicl«  to  pas& 

TbcpoiatdecMlcduponastbetnicsourccof  the  river  St.  Croix  by  tbe  United  State* 
and  British  commissioners  appoinicd  for  that  purpose  nndct  the  fifth  aiticlc  of  tbe 
tr«aty  of  1 7^  wa>  found  and  identified,  both  by  tbt  in«cript)on«  upon  the  monument 
erected  there  to  mark  the  q>ot  and  also  by  tbe  testimony  of  a  living  tritucsauf  hlicli 
n?i.p«^latnlity,  who  has  known  the  locality  vnvx  it  wilh  Snit  de«i);n«tnl  by  the  com- 
missioncrs  under  th«  Uesty  of  1791. 

The  avenue  which  tiad  been  cleared  tbroDgfa  a  dense  forest  Trom  ibc  mooumcot  to 
■  diatanee  of  11  milcN  north  of  it  by  the  lurveyoTS  in  1617  was  easily  tecognlied  l>y 
th«  new  and  thick  gTowtb  of  young  Umber,  which,  having  a  widtJi  of  from  40  to  50 
feet,  now  occupied  it,  Axraen  were  at  once  act  at  work  to  reopen  lhi»  avenue,  utKler 
tbo  supposition  that  the  due  north  line  would  at  least  fall  within  its  borders  for  a 
distance  of  13  miles.  In  the  meantime  tbe  iirst  astronomical  station  and  camp  were 
csubliihed.  and  tbe  tnuuit  inKtrument  set  up  ut  a  distance  of  4.57&  feet  north  of  ibe 
mannment,  upon  nn  eminence  45>i  feet  above  the  level  of  ita  bjue.  Tbi«  poailioB 
commanded  a  diKtincl  view  of  the  monument  to  tbe  aunlh,  and  uf  the  whole  tine  to 
tbe  north  fur  u  distance  of  >l  mile*,  reaching  to  Parks  Hill.  WliiUt  the  work  of 
clearing  tbe  line  of  ita  young  growth  of  timber  wan  proj^nrwiujf  a  series  of 
Domical  obserTBtiQas  was  commenced  at  this  first  camp,  and  continued  both  dayac 
night  without  Intermission  (except  wlien  tnterrupied  by  unfavorable  weather),  with 
the  Kxtaut,  the  repeating  diclc  of  reflection,  and  tbe  transit  instrament,  until  tlic 
Iniitude  and  longitude  of  the  monnmeot  and  of  this  first  cnmp  were  saiisfactorily 
ascerUincd,  anil  also  the  direction  of  tbe  true  meridian  from  the  attid  monumc 
ealabllsbcd.  Fur  ibi»  Utter  purixMC  Acvetal  observations  were  iu  the  first  plae^^ 
made  upon  the  polar  star  (a  Ur&e  Minortcj  wlien  at  itN  grrAlent  rnstern  diurnal 
elongation,  and  tbe  direction  thus  obtained  was  afterwards  vended  and  corrected  by 
nnmerniui  tranait  obscrrtilinna  upon  stars  pns»inK  the  meridiiin  at  various  altitndcs 
both  north  and  aouth  of  the  zenith.  These  were  mnltlpltcd  with  every  degree  of 
can,  and  with  tbe  aid  of  faar  excellent  chronometer s,  whoac  rates  ^refc  constantly 
tested,  not  only  by  the  Inuisit  oboervatlona,  but  alui  by  equal  altitudes  of  tbe  sun  In 
the  day,  to  correct  the  time  at  noon  and  midnigbt,  and  by  observed  altitudes  ol  eaat 
and  west  stars  for  correcting  tbe  same  at  various  hours  of  ibe  nigbt. 

Tbe  direction  of  tliis  meriiliun.  as  tliuu  eKtnblitthed  by  the  cosimuaioner,  was  faund 
to  vary  from  the  experimenul  line  traced  by  llie  surve)'OTa  of  iSt;  by  mnnini;  in  the 
first  place  to  (he  WMt  of  their  line,  then  crossing  it,  and  afier«'ards  deviating  cou- 
siderably  to  the  east  of  it. 

At  the  second  principal  station  erected  by  the  party,  distant  6  miles  and  5,932  fe 
north  of  the  first  camp,  or  7  mile*  and  3,340  feet  north  of  tbe  monument,  it  foni 
itaclf  60  feet  to  tbe  west  of  the  line  of  1817.    This  appeared  to  be  the  maximum  devitf^ 
tion  to  the  west  of  that  line  as  near  aa  its  trace  could  be  identified,  wbicb  was  only 
marked  by  permanent  objects  recognized  by  the  party  at  the  termination  of  cadi  mi 
from  tlic  monument.     Soon  after  passing  this  station  the  line  of  1S17  waa  croaaed,! 
and  tbe  party  <lid  not  afterwartls  triucb  it,  tnit  deviateil  more  nnil  more  to  tbe  east  oC  ' 
it  aa  it  propessed  north  by  an  irregulnr  proportion  to  the  distance  advanced. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  correct  ptolilc  or  vertical  section  nlong  the  whole  extent  of  this 
meridian  line,  in  the  hopes  of  furitisbiug  data  for  accurate  comparisous  o(  etevailonif* 
so  far  as  they  might  be  considered  relvvaut  to  tbe  subject  in  dispute  between  tbe  two 
Covcmments,  and  also  to  aSbrd  an  accurate  base  of  compadsos  for  the  barometers 
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4long  an  extended  line  which  must  traverse  many  ridges  that  will  be  objects  of  minute 
exploration  for  many  miles  of  lateral  extent,  an  officer  was  detailed  to  trace  a  line  of 
levels  from  the  base  of  the  monument  marking  the  sonrce  of  the  river  St.  Ctoiz  to 
tide  water  at  Calais,  in  Maine,  by  which  means  the  elevation  of  the  base  of  the  monu- 
ment above  the  planes  of  mean  low  and  mean  high  water,  and  also  the  elevations  of 
several  intermediate  points  of  the  river  St.  Croix  on  its  expanded  lake  surface,  have 
been  accoiatelj  ascertained. 

Another  officer  was  at  the  same  time  charged  with  tracing  a  line  of  levels  from  thr 
base  of  the  same  monument  along  the  due  north  line  as  marked  by  the  commissioner, 
by  which  it  is  intended  that  every  undulation  with  the  absolute  heights  above  the 
plane  of  mean  low  water  at  Calais  shall  be  shown  along  ttie  whole  extent  of  that  line. 

At  Parks  Hill,  distant  only  13  miles  from  the  monument,  a  second  station  for 
astronomical  observations  was  established,  and  a  camp  suitable  for  that  purpose  was 
formed.  On  the  36th  day  of  October,  whilst  occupied  in  completing  the  prolonga- 
tion of  the  meridian  line  to  that  point  and  in  establishing  a  camp  there,  the  party 
was  visited  by  a  snowstorm,  which  covered  the  ground  to  a  depth  of  4  inches  in  the 
course  of  six  honrs.  This  was  succeeded  by  six  days  of  dark,  stormy  weather,  which 
entirely  intesmpted  all  [at>gress,  and  terminated  by  a  rain,  with  a  change  to  a  milder 
temperature,  which  cleared  away  the  snow.  During  this  untoward  event  the  parties 
made  themselves  as  comfortable  as  practicable  in  their  tents,  and  were  occupied  in 
compnting  many  of  the  astronomical  and  other  observations  previously  made. 

On  the  2d  of  November  the  weather  became  clear,  and  the  necessary  astronomical 
observations  were  immediately  commenced  at  Parks  Hill.  From  this  elevated  point 
the  first  station  could  be  distinctly  seen  by  means  of  small  heliotropes  during  the 
day  and  bright  lights  erected  upon  it  at  night.  Its  direction,  with  that  of  several 
intermediate  stations  due  south  of  Parks  Hill,  was  verified  by  a  new  series  of  transit 
observatioDS  upon  high  and  low  stars,  both  north  and  south  of  the  zenith.  By  the 
same  means  the  line  was  prolonged  to  the  north. 

In  one  week  after  commencing  the  observations  at  Parks  Hill  the  weather  became 
again  unfavorable.  The  sky  was  so  constantly  overcast  as  to  preclude  all  astro- 
nomical observations,  and  the  atmosphere  so  thick  as  to  prevent  a  view  to  the  north 
which  would  permit  new  stations  to  be  established  with  sufficient  accuracy  in  that 
direction.  Unwilling  to  quit  the  field  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  the  weather 
becoming  sufficiently  favorable  to  enable  the  party  to  reach  the  latitude  of  Mars 
Hill,  or  even  proceed  beyond  it,  it  was  determined  that  some  of  the  party  should 
continue  in  the  tents,  and  there  occupy  themselves  with  such  calculations  as  ought 
to  be  made  before  quitting  the  field.  The  officers  charged  with  the  line  of  levels  and 
with  the  reconnoissances  in  advance  for  the  selection  of  new  positions  for  stations 
continued  their  labors  in  the  field,  notwithstanding  they  were  frequently  exposed  to 
slight  rain  and  snow  storms,  as  these  portions  of  the  work  could  go  on  without  a 
clear  sky. 

On  the  13th  of  November  a  severe  snowstorm  occurred,  which  in  a  single  night  and 
a  portion  of  the  following  morning  covered  the  surtace  of  the  whole  country  and  the 
roofs  of  the  tents  to  a  depth  of  16  inches.  The  northern  extremity  of  the  avenue 
which  had  been  cleared  by  the  surveyors  of  1817  was  now  reached,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  young  growth  which  had  sprung  up  since  that  period  upon  the  previous  part  of 
the  line,  several  miles  had  been  cleared  through  the  dense  forest  of  heavy  timber  in 
order  to  proceed  with  the  line  of  levels,  which  had  reached  nearly  to  the  Meduxna- 
keag.  The  depth  of  snow  now  upon  the  ground  rendered  it  impracticable  to  continue 
the  leveling  with  the  requisite  accuracy  any  further,  and  that  part  of  the  work  was 
accordingly  suspended  for  the  season.  The  thermometer  bad  long  since  assumed  a 
range  extending  during  the  night  and  frequently  during  a  great  portion  of  the  day  to 
many  degrees  below  the  freezing  point 

The  highlands  bordering  on  the  Aroostook,  distant  40  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
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poitf,  w«e  distinctly  jKen  from  nn  elcvntcd  posilioD  whenever  the  stmosphere  tm 
clmr,  and  n  lung  extent  of  intermedia le  country  of  inferior  elevation  to  the  posi- 
doti  Iben  occupied  pre«etited  itself  to  the  view,  with  tbc  two  (icaka  of  Man  Iltli 
rising  abruptly abo\-c  the  general  surface  which  s«nt>mwJed  their  base.  The  eastern 
extremity  of  the  baite  of  the  eiistenimost  peak  woa  tieurl  y  3  >legreek  of  uic,  or  nine' 
tenths  of  «  mile  iti  space,  to  the  west  of  the  line  as  tt  p.tH6c<]  the  wmc  Utitn^e. 

To  erect  xtationR  oppoxite  to  the  base  of  M»r»  Hill  anil  upon  the  heights  of  the 
Aroostook,  in  order  to  obtain  exact  comparisons  with  the  old  line  at  these  points, 
were  considered  objects  of  so  much  importance  as  lo  dctcrtoine  tlic  conimtHioncr 
to  continue  Uie  o|Kration!i  in  the  Geld  to  the  latest  practicable  period  in  hopes  of 
accoRiptisbing  Ihe.iK  ends. 

On  the  iStli  day  of  November  the  party  succeeded  In  erectinjc  n  station  opposite 
Uafs  Hill  and  ver7  near  the  meridian  line.  It  was  thus  proved  that  the  line  would 
pAM  from  ainc'tcutb*  of  a.  mile  to  i  mile  cost  of  the  custcm  extremity  of  the  base  ol 
the  iic>rtheu.st  ))eak  of  Man  Hill. 

On  the  joth  of  Novemlwr  n  series  of  si^nls  waa  commence*!  lo  be  interchanged 
at  night  between  the  position  of  the  tmosit  instrument  on  Piirka  Hill  and  the  hiKh- 
latuls  of  the  Aroostook.  These  were  conliimed  at  inter^'ala  whenex-er  ihe  weather 
was  KiiSicicntly  clear  nntil  by  sur-ccjuive  npptnxinutlions  a  station  was  on  the  ^tb  of 
December  eatablfabed  on  the  heiglits  i  mile  aouth  of  that  ri%-er  and  on  Ibc  tucndiaii 
line.  The  point  thus  reached  is  more  than  50  miles  from  the  monument  at  the  nuurce 
of  the  St.  Croix,  as  ascertained  from  the  land  surveys  made  under  the  auLhority  of 
the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  The  measurements  of  the  parly  could  not 
be  extended  to  this  last  point,  owing  to  the  depth  of  the  enow  which  lay  npon  the 
ground  since  the  middle  of  Kovcmbcr,  but  the  distance  dcri^-cd  from  the  laud  sur- 
veys must  t)r  a  very  near  approximation  to  the  truth.  A  prmianent  xtaiinn  was 
erected  at  the  poution  etrtabliataed  on  the  Aroostook  heif^hts  and  e.  measurenicat 
made  fiom  it  due  west  to  the  experimental  or  exploring  line  of  18J7.  by  which  the 
party  found  itself  2.400  feet  to  the  east  of  that  line. 

Between  the  iHt  and  ijthof  December  the  observationa  were  carrictl  on  almoal 
exclu^rely  during  the  night,  and  frequently  with  the  Ihcrmoincter  ranging  from  o  to 
to  and  II  degreca  below  that  point  by  Fahrenheit's  scale.  Although  frequently 
exposed  to  this  temperature  iu  the  performance  of  their  duties  in  the  open  air  at 
night,  anil  to  within  a  few  degrees  of  thut  lemiieniture  during  the  liours  of  sleep, 
with  no  other  protection  than  the  tents  and  camp  beds  commonly  used  in  the  Army, 
the  whole  party.  I»th  officers  nnd  men.  enjnyeil  excellent  health. 

During  the  day  the  tents  in  which  the  astronomical  computations  w-cre  eanied  on 
were  rendered  quite  comfortable  by  means  of  iimaU  stoves,  but  at  night  the  Gre 
wituld  Ijecotne  extln)(ui9.hed  and  the  temperature  reducnl  to  within  a  few  degrees  of 
that  of  the  outward  air.  Within  the  obsen-atory  tent  the  comfort  of  a  fire  could  not 
be  indulged  in,  in  consequence  of  the  too  great  liability  to  produce  aerioiis  crmcsol 
observation  by  the  smoke  passing  the  field  of  the  telescope.  The  astronomical  obser- 
vationa  were  therefore  always  made  in  the  open  air  or  in  a  tent  open  to  the  heavens 
at  lop  during  the  hours  of  ob«ervation,  ami  withtmt  a  lire. 

On  the  1 6lh  of  December  the  tents  were  stnick  and  this  parly  retired  from  the  field 
for  the  scus«;>n,  there  being  then  more  than  2  feci  of  snow  on  the  ground.  To  the 
Tiureinittiug  zeal  amidst  se^■ere  expOFurea.  and  to  the  scientific  and  practical  attain- 
ments of  the  officers,  both  civil  nnd  military,  who  seri-cl  uniler  the  orders  of  thf 
cmmii-viioner  on  thin  iluty,  he  nrknonledgen  himself  iti  a  great  measure  iui1cbte<l 
for  the  progress  that  he  was  enabled  to  make,  iiotwithstantliiig  the  many  difficulties 
encountered. 

Obacr^ations  were  made  during  portlousof  llirce  lunations  of  the  tramut  of  the 
moon's  bright  limb  and  of  inch  tnliulalcd  Riara  as  differed  but  little  in  right  aaccv- 
sioa  and  dtclinnlion  from  the  moon,  in  order  to  obtain  addilionnl  dnta  to  ihoM 
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hraisbed  by  dtrononKtricsI  eomp«iri«oa»wit]i  tbe  mcndiao  of  Bostoa  for  compating 
tbe  lonKinde  of  this  mmdiiiB  line. 

At  the  first  sUtion,  4.57S  feet  north  of  the  raMitiment,  nxif.  aUo  at  the  Pftrk«  Hill 

•Ution.  tlicdtpof  the mngtKtic  Dccdtc  was  asccrlained  by8M:ric-3of  obwrvationa— in 

the  one  cue  upou  two  and  in  the  othrr  upon  three  sppnnite  ncedlrs.    The  hoxtiontal 

iJedinatioii  ■in*  also  ascertained  at  both  these  suUons  by  a  full  act  of  obsen-ntioiu 

npun  titx  iliflerent  ncctllcA. 

The  details  of  these  and  of  all  the  astronotnical  oDMrvattonfl  xlluclcd  tn  will  be 

prep^ed  aj(i»rin  ft*  practicable  for  the  u«c  of  the commisNion.sboiilil  tbeybc  required. 

ifo  His  Excellency  Major-General  Sir  John  Hartty,  K.  C.  R.,  lieutennnt •governor 

'  of  the  Province  of  New  Bntnmrick,  Major  Craham  aclEnowledges  himself  greatly 

limlebtctl  for  having  \a  the  most  obliging  manner  extended  to  him  every  facility 

I  within  his  power  for  ptosetnitin^  the  exantlnatJottii.    From  Mr.  Coniiell.  of  Wood- 

'^•tock,  •  member  of  the  colonial  parliament,  and  from  Uealcnant-Colonel  Msclnuch- 

Un,  the  British  land  aRcnt,  yvry  kind  attention*  were  rrcci^-ed. 

Major  Gratutm  has  also  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  his  obligations  to  GCD- 
I  cral  KustiB,  eominandant  of  the  &rtem  Dcportoicnti  Xn  Colonel  Pierce,  comnMadiag 
|the  garrison  at  Hoahon,  and  lo  Iiia  officers;  and  also  to  Major  Ripley,  of  the  Ord* 
I  nuice  Department,  commanding  thearaennl  at  AugustA,  for  the  prompt  and  obliging 
'^natiBcr  in  which  they  suf^led  many  articled  useful  to  the  prooecuiion  of  the  labora 
of.  his  party. 

Tbe  transit  instrument  with  which  (be  meridian  line  was  traced  had  been  loaned  to 
the  coinmbsioa  by  the  Hon.  Ullliam  A.  Doer,  president  of  Columbia  College,  New 
Vork,  and  the  commMskmen  feel  bonnd  to  return  their  ncknowledginents  for  the 
liberality  with  which  the  use  of  this  astronomical  iitstrantent  was  granted  at  a  time 
when  it  would  have  been  difficult,  and  perbnpa  impOEKiible,  to  have  procured  one  aa 
well  Ktited  to  the  object. 
All  whidi  ia  cespectfuUj  attbrnittai 

JAS-  RENWICK. 
JAMECS  D.  GRAMAU, 
A.  TALCOTT. 

Commissio»en. 


Washington.  February  12, 1841. 
To  the  Senaitoftke  United  SiaUs.- 

I  transmit  a  report  of  ibc  SeoreUr>'  o(  State,  containing  tlie  infonna- 
tk>n  asked  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  instant,  relative 
lo  the  negroes  taken  on  board  the  schooner  Amistad. 

H.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington,  Marc/i  t,  1841. 
To  the  Home  of  Representativci: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repre3eutatii.-cs  a  report  from  the  Attorney- 
General,  with  aocomponyiug  documents,*  lu  compliance  with  the  request 
contained  In  their  rcsolation  of  the  33d  of  March  last. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

■O^Btoos  of  !)■«  Alla(ac]r»<i«n«Tsl  ef  lbs  Unitnl  Stale*  fion  lUe  vaMOKar«mt«l  o(  the  G«t«re- 

Bl  t0  Uaecb  t.  Il4i. 
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Washinoton,  Afarch  2,  184T. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
relation  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  12th 
ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Government  of  Hayti.  The  information  called  for  thereby  is  in  the  course 
of  preparation  and  will  be  without  doubt  communicated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Washington,- A/anrA  j,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  Hotise  of  Representatives,  in  compliance  with  their 
resolution  of  the  30th  January  last,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  documents. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[Prom  Beiute  Joomal,  Twealj'alxUi  CongrcM,  wtamA  sestlan,  p.  1(7.] 

Washington,  January  6,  1841. 

The  President  0/ the  United  States  to ,  Senator  for  the  State  of .- 

Certain  matters  touching  the  public  good  requiring  that  the  Senate  of 

the  United  States  should  be  convened  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  March 

next,  you  are  desired  to  attend  at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  city  of 

Washington,  on  that  day,  then  and  there  to  receive  and  deliberate  on 

such  communications  as  shall  be  made  to  you. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

*SeUtinK  to  Ibc  MArcb  or  seizure  of  United  States  vesacla  on  tbc  coast  ol  Africa  or  elsewhere  by 
British  cruisers  or  authorities,  and  to  the  Afrioui  slave  trade,  etc. 


QUESTIONS. 

1.  How  is  the  District  of  Columbia  governed?    Page  l6il. 

2.  Under  what  circumstances  and  by  what  authority  has  the. 

President  called  the  State  militia  into  service?    Page  1618. 

3.  Can  the  United  States  Supreme  or  Circuit  Courts  compel  the 

Government  to  perform  specific  acts  ?    Page  1720. 

4.  How  was  the  title  to  Indian  lands  in  general  acquired  by  the 

Government,  and  were  the  bargains  considered  fair?  Pages 
1716,  1718. 

5.  How  can  business  depression  be  relieved  by  the  action  of  the 

Government  ?     Page  1708. 

6      What  did  Van  Buren  recommend  as  to  ordnance  and  ammuni- 
tion factories?     Page  1607. 

7.  What  was  Van  Buren's  idea  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  standing 

army?     Page  1607. 

8.  What  presents  were  declined  by  Van  Buren?    Page  1809. 

9.  What  were  Van  Buren's  views  of  the  tariff?    Page  1752. 
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SUGGESTIONS. 

The  revulsion  on  account  of  the  forms  of  banking  during  Jack- 
son's administration  culminated  in  panicky  conditions  in  Van 
Buren's  administration,  and  called  forth  considerable  criticism  of 
Ihe  previous  "Wild-Cat"  methods.  For  Van  Buren's  discussion 
of  finances,  see  pages  1541,  1596,  1686,  1706,  1751,  1757,  17S9, 
1822. 

Van  Buren's  decisive  views  in  favor  of  slavery  are  set  forth. 
Pages  1530  to  1537. 

Read  Van  Buren's  Foreign  Policy.  Pages  1590,  1702,  1747, 
1820. 


NOTE. 

For  further  su^estions  on  Van  Buren's  administration,  sec 
Van  Buren,  Martin,  Encyclopedic  Index, 

By  reading  the  Foreign  Policy  of  each  President,  and  by  scan- 
ning the  messages  as  to  the  state  of  the  nation,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  history  of  the  United  States  will  be  acquired  from  the 
most  authentic  sources;  because,  as  has  been  said,  "Each  Presi- 
dent reviews  the  past,  depicts  the  present  and  forecasts  the  future 
of  the  nation." 
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William  Henry  Harrison 

March  4  to  April  4,  1841 


SEE  ENCYCLOPEDIC  INDEX. 

The  Encyclopedic  Index  is  not  only  an  index  to  the  other  volumes,  not  only  a  key  that 
unlocks  the  treasures  of  the  entire  publication,  but  it  is  in  itself  an  alphabetically  arranged 
brief  history  or  story  of  the  great  controlling  events  constituting  the  History  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  its  proper  alphabetical  classification  the  story  is  told  of  every  great  subject 
referred  to  by  any  of  the  Presidents  in  their  official  Messages,  and  at  the  end  of  each  article 
the  official  utterances  of  the  Presidents  themselves  are  cited  upon  the  subject,  so  that  you 
may  readily  turn  to  the  page  in  the  body  of  the  work  itself  for  this  original  information. 

Next  to  the  possession  of  knowledge  \s  the  ability  to  turn  at  will  to  where  knowledge 
a  to  be  found. 


fTOME  AT    \'01<rH   niiXn.   fllllO,   OF  WILLIAM   HENRY  HARRISOK 

With  rcprotturtinn  ()f  official  portrait,  by  Andrews,  from  the  White  Houw 

Collection 


HARRISON 

William  Henry  Harrison  as  President  was  a  distinctive  character.  In 
personality  he  probably  never  had,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  will 
have,  an  imitator  or  an  equal.  The  country  looked  upon  him  at  the 
time  not  alone  as  a  great  pioneer  and  warrior,  but  as  a  great  and  good 
man,  who  came  very  close  to  the  people.  The  people  selected  him  for 
the  highest  office  within  their  gift,  not  only  on  account  of  that  which  he 
had  accomplished  in  blazing  the  way  to  civilization  and  taming  the 
savages  in  the  Central  West,  or  because  he  had  assisted  in  repelling 
British  intrusion,  but  because  they  regarded  him  as  the  personification 
of  honor  and  as  possessing  the  material  for  a  great  statesman.  It  has 
often  been  recorded  in  history  and  it  is  a  common  expression  today  that 
"William  Henry  Harrison  was  killed  by  office-seekers."  A  man  who 
would  place  himself  so  near  the  people  as  to  permit  office-seekers  to 
send  him  to  an  untimely  grave  must  have  had  in  a  very  marked  degree 
the  milk  of  human  kindness,  and  a  fountain  of  gratitude  and  personal 
affection,  which  should  win  admiration. 

It  was  the  elevation  of  such  a  man  to  the  Presidential  chair,  after  a 
campaign  so  characteristic  as  to  leave  its  imprint  upon  time,  that  made 
the  administration  of  William  Henry  Harrison  notable. 

Probably  no  man  has  ever  occupied  the  Executive  Mansion  whose 
name  was  so  universally  perpettmted  by  namesakes,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  George  Washington.  The  children  who  were  named  after 
William  Henry  Harrison,  if  they  could  be  lined  up  today,  would  make 
an  army  almost  sufficient  to  have  conducted  successfully  the  war  against 
Spain,  or  to  fill  all  of  the  Federal  offices  of  the  country  today, 

I  find  that  the  state  papers  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison  are 
confined  to  his  inaugural  address  and  a  proclamation  convening  Con- 
gres^o  meet  in  extraordinary  session  on  May  31,  1841.  On  the  fourth 
of  the  following  April  he  died.  In  his  inaugural  address  he  manifests 
an  intense  desire  to  conscientiously  fulfill  the  duties  of  his  high  office. 
He  proceeds  to  declare  his  intention  of  fulfilling  all  the  pledges  he  had 
made  and  concludes  his  address  with  this  somewhat  pathetic  sentence : 

"Fellow  citizens,  being  fully  vested  with  that  high  office  to  which  the 
partiality  of  my  countrymen  has  called  me,  I  now  take  an  affectionate 
leave  of  you." 

The  above  utterance  seemed  to  be  prophetic,  in  that  it  was  his  leave- 
taking,  for  he  never  again  appeared  in  public. 

As  a  warrior  among  Indians,  William  Henry  Harrison  has  been  placed 
upon  the  scroll  of  fame  with  Daniel  Boone  and  Kenton.  As  an  army 
officer,  a  trained  soldier  and  tactician  upon  the  field,  history  places  him 
with  Washington,  whose  unlimited  confidence  he  possessed. 
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As  a  patriot,  William  Henry  Harrison  wil!  always  be  remembered. 
No  ore  who  has  achieved  tlie  high  office  he  held  will  probably  ever  have 
a  greater  d<^ec  of  confidence  or  affection  of  the  people.  It  is  lamentable 
that  the  expectations  of  tlie  country  were  so  rudely  dashed  by  his  un- 
timely death,  as  much  was  expected  of,  and  no  doubt  much  would  have 
been  realized  by  his  administration. 

At  the  time  of  the  Harrison- Van  Buren  campaign  political  cartoons 
were  just  coming  into  general  use  in  this  country.  Gen.  William  Henry 
Harrison,  who  had  some  time  before  retired  to  private  life,  was  then 
living  upon  his  farm  at  North  Bend,  Ohio,  between  Cincinnati  and  the 
Indiana  line.  In  one  of  these  campaign  hand  bills  are  pictures  of  variou; 
scenes  upon  the  farm  including  the  l-og  Cabin  and  the  famous  Cider 
Press,  while  the  General  himself  is  represented  in  his  shirt  sleeves, 
ploughing.  He  was  called  "The  Ciiicitmaius  of  the  West,"  and  this 
epithet  proved  of  advantage  in  the  campaign. 

He  was  living  in  the  famous  cabin  at  North  Brnd,  and  devoting  him- 
self to  agriculture  with  the  same  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  he  had 
displayed  in  the  affairs  of  War  and  of  State.  Here  he  remained  until 
called  upon  by  his  friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States.  He  had  married  a  daughter  of  John  Clevcs  Sj-mmes, 
the  founder  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  was  in  sympathy  wholly  with  the 
Western  pioneers,  among  whom  he  had  lived  so  long. 

His  term  as  President  lasted  but  thirty  days,  and  his  death  was  felt 
as  a  severe  blow  by  his  party,  which  had  formed  high  expectations  of 
his  capacity  in  executive  matters.  NotwitUstanditig  his  notable  career 
as  a  General  and  statesman,  William  Henry  Harrison  is  likely  to  be 
rcmrmbcrctl  as  Ihc  highest  type  of  the  pioneers,  who  succeeded  the 
frontiersmen  Kenton  and  Boone.  His  service  to  the  great  empire,  which 
has  since  been  divided  into  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Michigan,  will  cause  him  to  be  affeclionately  remembered  by  thousands 
who  barely  know  the  names  of  other  Tresidents. 
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Anna  Svmmks  was  born  near  Morristown,  N. 
J.,  and  early  in  life  was  left  motherless.  Hit 
father,  disguised  as  a  British  officer,  successfully 
carried  her  to  her  grandparents  on  Long  Island, 
where  she  remained  until  the  evacuation  of  \ew 
York.  Trained  in  godliness,  her  whole  life  echoed 
her  early  teachings.  \\'hen  nearly  twenty  she 
married  Captain,  later  General,  and  afterwards 
President  Harrison.  While  he  was  Governor  of 
the  Indiana  Territory  she  dispensed  libera!  hospi- 
tality, being  greatly  loved  and  admired,  and  here 
in  her  home  in  the  old  French  Town  of  \'in- 
ccnnes  many  happy  years  were  spent.  Her  hus- 
band being  much  away,  she  reared  almost  alone 
her  ten  children,  afterwards  seeing  one  infant, 
three  grown  daughters,  four  sons  and  ten  grand- 
children die  during  thirty  years  at  Xorth  Hend. 
The  thought  of  removing  to  Washington  was  dis- 
tasteful to  her,  but  as  the  President  died  one 
month  after  his  inauguration,  the  removal  be- 
came imnccessary. 


William  Henry  Harrison 


WitUAH  Hbmkv  HARRisorf,  third  and  jroungest  son  of  Benjamin 
HairisoQ,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was 
bom  at  Berkeley,  Charles  City  County,  Va.,  Ftbruary  9.  1773.  Was 
educated  at  Hampden  Sidney  College,  Virginia,  and  l*egan  the  study  of 
medicine,  but  before  he  had  finished  it  accounts  of  Indian  outrages  on 
the  western  frontier  led  him  to  enter  the  Army,  and  he  was  commis- 
sioned an  ensign  in  the  First  Infantry  on  August  16,  1791;  joined  his 
regiment  at  Fort  Washington,  Ohio.  Was  appointed  lieutenant  June  2, 
179a.  and  afterwards  joined  the  Army  under  General  Anthony  Wayne, 
and  was  made  aid-de-cauip  to  the  commanding  officer.  For  his  services 
in  the  expedition,  in  December,  1793,  that  erected  Fort  Recovery  he  was 
tlianked  by  name  in  general  orders.  Participated  in  the  engagements 
with  the  Indians  that  began  on  June  30.  1794,  and  was  complimented  by 
General  Wayne  for  gallantry  in  the  victory  on  the  Miami  on  August  20. 
On  May  15.  1797,  was  made  captain  and  given  the  command  of  Fort 
Wasliington.  While  there  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  John  Cleves 
Synunes.  Resigned  bis  commission  on  June  i,  179S,  peace  having  been 
made  with  the  Indians,  and  was  immediately  appointed  by  President 
John  Adams  secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  but  in  October,  1799, 
resigned  to  take  his  scat  as  Territorial  Delegate  in  Congress.  During 
his  terra  port  of  the  Northwest  Territory  was  formed  into  the  Ten-Jtory 
of  Indiana,  including  the  present  States  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin,  and  he  was  appointed  its  governor  and  superintendent 
of  IndLin  affairs,  wliieh  he  accepted,  and  resigned  his  scat  in  Congress. 
Was  reappointed  successi^'ely  by  Presidents  Jefferson  aud  Madison.  He 
organized  the  legislature  at  Vinccmics  in  1805,  Held  frequent  coun- 
dls  with  the  Indians,  aud  succeeded  in  averting  many  outbreaks.  On 
September  30,  1809,  concluded  a  treaty  with  se\*eral  tribes  by  which 
tlicy  sold  to  the  United  States  lUout  3,000,000  acres  of  laud  on  the 
Wabash  aud  WHiite  rivers.  This  and  former  treaties  were  condemned 
by  Tccumsch  aud  other  chiefs,  aud  an  outbreak  l>ecame  imminent,  which 
was  av'erted  by  the  conciliatory  course  of  the  governor.  In  the  spring 
of  181:  Indian  depredations  became  frequent,  and  Governor  Hanisoa 
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recommended  tbe  establishment  of  a  military  post  at  Tippecanoe,  and 
the  Ckivernmeiit  consented.  On  September  »6  Harrison  marched  from 
Vincennes  with  about  900  men,  iucludiug  35oiegular  iiifautr>-,  complc 
Fort  Harrison,  near  the  site  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  on  October  38. 
leaving  a  gnxri^ioii  there  pressed  on  toward  Tippecanoe.  On  November 
6.  when  near  that  town,  was  met  by  messengers  demanding  a  parley,j 
and  a  council  was  proposed  for  the  next  day.  At  4  o'clock  the  follov 
iag  morning  a  fierce  attack  was  made  by  the  sa^'ages;  at  daybreak  the 
Indians  were  driven  from  the  field.  For  this  victory*  he  was  highly 
complimented  ^y  President  Madison  in  his  nieiiisage  of  December  18, 
1 S 1 1 ,  and  was  also  thanked  by  the  legislatures  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana. 
On  August  25,  1S12,  aoon  after  war  was  declared  agaitist  Great  Britain, 
was  commissioned  major-general  of  the  militia  of  Kentucky,  tliough 
not  a  citizen  of  that  State.  On  August  22,  1813,  was  commisitioiied  a 
brigadier- geuenU  in  the  Regular  Army,  and  later  was  appointed  to  the 
chief  command  of  the  Northwestern  army,  with  instractions  to  act  in 
all  cases  according  to  his  own  discretion  and  judgment.  No  latitude  as 
great  as  this  had  been  p ven  to  any  commander  since  Washington.  On 
March  2,  1813,  «*as  commisstoued  a  major-geaeral.  Was  in  command 
of  Fort  Meigs  when  Oeneral  Proctor,  with  a  force  of  British  troops  and 
Indians,  laid  unsuccessful  siege  to  it  from  April  2S  to  May  9,  i8tj. 
Transporting  his  army  to  Canada,  be  fought  the  battle  uf  the  Thames 
on  October  5,  defeating  General  Proctor's  anny  of  800  regiilars  and 
1,200  Indian-s.  the  latter  led  by  the  celebrated  Tecumseh.  who  was  killed. 
This  battle,  together  with  Perry's  victor^'  on  Lake  Erie,  gave  tlie  United 
States  possession  of  the  chain  of  lakes  above  Erie  and  put  an  end  to 
the  war  in  uppennost  Canada.  For  this  \-ictor)'  he  was  praised  by 
President  Mndisoa  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  and  by  the  leg- 
islatures of  the  different  States.  Through  a  misunderstanding  with 
General  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War,  he  resigned  his  commis- 
sion in  the  Army  May  ji,  1814.  In  1S14,  and  again  in  [815,  he  was 
appointed  on  commissions  that  concluded  ludiau  treaties,  and  in  t8i6 
was  chosen  to  Congress  to  fill  a  vacancy,  ser\-ing  till  18 1 9.  On  iJarch  30. 
1S18,  Congress  unanimously  voted  him  a  gold  medal  for  his  victory  of 
the  Thames.  In  rSig  he  was  chosen  to  the  senate  of  Ohio,  and  in  tSsa 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Congress.  In  1834  was  a  Presiden- 
tial elector,  voting  far  Henry  Clay,  and  in  the  same  year  was  sent  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  succeeded  Andrew  Jackson  as  cliairmao 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  resigned  in  T828,  liaving 
been  appointed  by  President  John  Qniocy  Adams  minister  to  the  United 
States  of  Colombia.  He  was  recalled  at  tlie  outset  of  Jackson's  Admin- 
istration, and  retired  to  his  farm  at  North  Bend,  near  Ciucinnati,  Ohio. 
In  1835  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  Wliig  State  conventions 
ill  Peimsylvania,  New  Vork,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  but  at  the  election 
un  November  ii,  i8j6,  was  defeated  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  receiving 
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only  73  electoral  votes  to  the  latter's  170.  December  4,  1839,  he  was 
nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the  national  Whig  convention  at  Har- 
risboTg,  Pa.,  and  was  elected  on  November  10,  1840,  receiving  234 
electoral  votes  to  Van  Buren's  60.  Was  inaugurated  March  4,  1841. 
Called  Congress  to  meet  in  extra  session  on  May  31.  He  died  on  Sun- 
day morning,  April  4,  1S41.  His  body  was  interred  in  the  Congressional 
Cemetery  at  Washington,  bnt  in  June,  1841,  it  was  removed  to  North 
Bend  and  placed  iu  a  tomb  overlooking  the  Ohio  River. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 

Called  from  a  retirement  which  I  had  supposed  was  to  continue  for  the 
residue  of  my  life  to  fill  the  chief  executive  ofiSce  of  this  great  and  free 
nation,  I  appear  before  yea,  fellow-citizens,  to  take  the  oaths  whidi  the 
Constitution  prescribes  as  a  necessary  qualification  for  the  performance 
t&  its  duties;  and  in  obedience  to  a  custom  coeval  with  our  Govemmait 
and  what  I  believe  to  be  your  expectations  I  proceed  to  present  to  you  a 
summary  of  the  principles  which  will  govern  me  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  which  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

It  was  the  remark  of  a  Roman  consul  in  an  early  period  of  that  cele- 
brated Republic  that  a  most  striking  contrast  was  observable  in  the 
conduct  of  candidates  for  offices  of  power  and  trust  before  and  after 
obtaining  them,  they  seldom  carrying  out  in  the  latter  case  the  pledges 
and  promises  made  in  the  former.  However  much  the  world  may  have 
improved  in  many  respects  in  the  lapse  of  upward  of  two  thousand  years 
^ce  the  remark  was  made  by  the  virtuous  and  indignant  Roman,  I  fear 
that  a  strict  examination  of  the  annals  of  some  of  the  modem  elective 
governments  would  develc^  similar  instances  of  violated  confidence. 

Although  the  fiat  of  the  people  has  gone  forth  proclaiming  me  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  glorious  Union,  nothing  upon  their  part  remain- 
ing to  be  done,  it  may  be  thought  that  a  motive  may  exist  to  keep  up 
the  delusion  under  which  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  acted  in  relation 
to  my  principles  and  opinions;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  some  in  this 
assembly  who  have  come  here  either  prepared  to  condemn  those  I  shall 
now  deliver,  or,  approving  them,  to  doubt  the  sincerity  with  which  they 
are  now  uttered.  But  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  will  confirm  or  dispel 
their  fears.  The  outline  of  principles  to  govern  and  measures  to  be 
adopted  by  an  Administration  not  yet  begun  will  soon  be  exchanged  for 
immutable  history,  and  I  shall  stand  either  exonerated  by  my  country- 
men or  classed  with  the  mass  of  those  who  promised  that  they  might 
deceive  and  flattered  with  the  intention  to  betray.  However  strong  may 
be  my  present  purpose  to  realize  the  expectations  of  a  magnanimous  and 
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confiding  people,  I  too  well  understand  the  dnngeroos  temptations  to 
whicli  I  sLall  be  exposed  from  the  magnitude  uf  the  power  whicli  it  has 
been  the  pleasure  of  the  people  to  commit  to  luy  hands  not  to  pUtc« 
my  chief  confidence  upon  the  aid  of  that  Almighty  Power  which  has 
hitherto  protected  me  and  enabled  me  to  bring  to  favoraWe  issues  other 
important  but  still  greatly  inferior  trusts  heretofore  confided  to  mc  by  my 
country. 

The  broad  foundation  upon  which  our  Constitution  visiA  1>cing  the 
people — a  bieath  of  theirs  haWng  made,  as  a  breath  can  unmake,  change, 
or  modify  it — it  can  be  assigned  to  none  of  the  great  divisions  of  gov- 
ernment but  to  that  of  democracy.  If  such  is  its  theory,  those  who 
arc -called  upon  to  administer  it  must  recognize  as  its  leading  principle 
tbe  duty  of  shaping  their  measures  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number.  But  with  tliesc  broad  admissions,  jf  we  would 
compare  the  sovereignty  acknowledged  to  exist  in  the  mass  of  our  people 
with  the  power  claimed  by  other  sovereignties,  even  by  those  which  have 
been  considered  most  purely  democratic,  we  shall  find  a  most  essential 
difference.  All  others  lay  claim  to  power  limited  only  by  their  own  will. 
The  majority  of  our  citizens,  oa  the  contrary,  possess  a  sovereignty  with 
an  amount  of  power  precisely  equal  to  that  which  has  been  granted  to 
them  by  the  parties  to  the  national  compact,  and  nothing  beyond.  We 
admit  of  no  government  by  divine  right,  believing  that  so  far  as  power 
is  concerned  the  Beneficent  Creator  has  made  no  disUnctiou  amongst 
men;  that  all  are  upon  an  equality,  and  that  the  only  legiumate  right 
to  govern  is  an  express  grant  of  power  from  the  governed.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  is  the  instrument  coutainiug  this  graut  o! 
power  to  the  several  departments  composing  the  Government.  Ou  an 
esuuninatioii  of  that  iustniment  it  will  be  found  to  contain  declarations 
of  power  granted  and  of  power  withheld.  The  latter  is  also  susceptible  of 
division  into  power  which  the  majority  had  the  right  to  grant,  butwhii^ 
they  did  not  think  proper  to  intrust  to  their  agents,  and  that  which  tli^ 
could  not  have  granted,  not  being  possessed  by  themselves.  In  other 
words,  there  arc  certain  riglits  possessed  by  each  individual  American 
citizen  which  in  his  compact  with  the  others  he  has  navfii  surrendered. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  he  is  unable  to  surrender,  being,  in  the  language 
of  our  system,  unalienable.  The  boasted  privilege  of  a  Romnn  citizen 
was  to  him  a  shield  only  against  a  petty  provincial  niler,  whilst  the  proud 
democrat  of  Athens  would  console  himself  under  a  sentence  of  death  for 
a  supposed  \-ioIation  of  the  national  faith — which  no  one  understood  and 
which  at  times  was  the  subject  of  the  mockery  of  all — or  the  banishment 
from  his  home,  bis  family,  and  bis  country  with,  or  without  an  alleged 
cause,  that  it  was  the  act  not  of  a  single  tyrant  or  hated  aristocracy,  but 
of  bis  assembled  countrymen.  Far  different  is  the  power  of  our  sover- 
eignty. It  can  interfere  with  no  one's  faith,  prescribe  forms  of  worship 
for  no  one's  observance,  inflict  no  punishment  but  after  well -ascertained 
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^It,  the  result  of  investigation  under  rules  prescribed  by  tbe  Constilu* 
tiou  itself.  These  precious  privileges,  and  those  scarcely  less  impnriant 
of  gi™g  expression  to  his  thoughts  and  opinions,  cither  by  writing  or 

Ispeakiug,  unrestrained  but  by  the  liability  for  injury  to  others,  and  that 
a  full  participatiou  in  all  tbe  advantages  which  flow  from  the  Gov- 
emraent.  the  aebuowledged  property  of  all,  the  American  citizen  derives 
from  no  charter  granted  by  Jus  fellow-man.  He  claims  them  because  lie 
Is  himself  a  man,  fashioned  by  the  same  Almighty  hand  as  the  rest  of 
his  species  and  entitled  to  a  full  share  of  the  blessings  with  which  He 
has  endowed  them.  Notwithstanding  the  limited  soverdguty  possessed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  tbe  restricted  grant  of  power 
to  the  Go\'cmmenl  which  they  ha^'e  adopted,  enough  has  been  given  to 

^Bocomplish  all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created,  ft  has  been  found 
powerful  in  war.  and  hitherto  justice  lias  been  administered,  an  inti- 
mate union  effected,  domestic  tranquillity  preserved,  and  personal  liberty 
accurcai  to  the  citizen.  As  was  to  be  expected,  however,  from  the  defect 
of  language  and  the  necessarily  seuteutious  manner  in  which  the  Consti- 
tution is  written,  disputes  have  arisen  ns  to  the  amount  of  power  which 
it  has  actually  granted  or  was  intended  to  grant. 

Thi.<;  is  more  particularly  the  ca.se  in  relation  to  tliat  part  of  the 
instrument  which  treats  of  the  Icgislativre  branch,  and  not  only  as 
regards  the  cscrcise  of  powers  claimed  under  a  general  clause  giving 
that  body  the  authority  to  pass  all  laws  uecessary  to  carry  into  effect 
the  specified  powers,  but  in  relation  to  the  latter  also.  It  is,  however, 
consolatory'  to  reflect  that  raotl  of  the  instances  of  alleged  dcparttire 
the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution  have  ultimately  received  the 
lion  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  And  the  fact  that  many  of  our 
itcsmcn  most  distingubhcd  for  talent  and  patriotism  have  been  at  one 

Itiine  or  other  of  their  political  career  on  both  sides  of  each  of  the  most 

'Warmly disputed  questions  forces  upon  us  the  inference  that  the  errors, 
if  errors  there  were,  are  attributable  to  the  intrinsic  difficulty  in  many 

I  instances  of  ascertaining  the  intentions  of  the  framcrs  of  the  Constito- 
tiou  rather  than  the  influence  of  any  stuisler  or  unpatriotic  motive.  But 
the  great  danger  to  our  institutions  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  in  a  usur* 

.  pation  by  the  Govcmmeiit  of  power  not  granted  by  the  people,  but  by 
tlie  acaimulation  in  one  of  the  dcpartmeut^  of  that  which  was  assigned 
to  others.  I.tmited  as  are  the  powers  which  have  been  granted,  still 
enough  have  been  granted  to  constitute  a  despotism  if  coucentratcd  in 
one  of  tile  departments.     This  dauger  is  greatly  heightened,  a&  it  has 

^been  always  observable  that  men  are  less  jealous  of  encroachments  of 
one  department  upon  aiother  than  upon  their  own  reser\'ed  rights. 
When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  first  came  from  the  hands 
of  the  Convention  which  formed  it,  many  of  tbe  sternest  repubticaus  of 
the  day  weru  alaimcd  at  the  extent  of  ihc  power  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  l-ede[all>>verument,  and  mure  paciicularly  of  thai  puuiuu  which 
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bad  been  assigned  to  the  executive  brancb.  There  were  id  it  features 
wliicli  appeared  not  to  be  in  Iiarmouy  with  their  ideas  of  a  ^mple  rep- 
reseutnti\'e  democracy  or  republic,  and  knowing  the  tendency  of  power 
to  increase  itself,  particularly  when  exercised  by  a  single  individual, 
predictions  were  made  that  at  no  ver>"  remote  period  the  Government 
would  terminate  in  ^iHrtual  monarchy.  It  would  not  become  me  to  say  that 
the  fears  of  these  patriots  have  been  already  realized;  but  as  I  sincerely 
believe  tliat  the  tendency  of  iiica:$ures  and  of  men's  opinions  for  some 
years  past  has  been  in  that  diret.tion,  it  is.  I  conceive,  strictly  proper  that 
I  should  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  the  assurances  I  have  heretofore: 
given  of  my  determination  to  arrest  the  progress  of  that  tendency  if  it 
really  exisis  and  restore  the  Government  to  its  pristine  health  and  \igor, 
as  far  as  this  can  be  effected  by  any  legitimate  exercise  of  the  power 
placed  in  my  liands. 

-  I  proceed  to  state  in  as  summary  a  manner  as  1  can  my  opinion  of  the 
sources  of  the  evils  whicli  have  been  so  exteusi\-ely  complained  of  and 
the  correctives  which  may  be  appUed.  Some  of  the  former  arc  unques- 
tionably to  be  found  in  the  defects  of  tlie  Constitution;  others,  in  my 
judgment,  are  ottributable  to  a  misconstruction  of  some  of  its  provi- 
sions. Of  the  former  is  the  eligibility  of  the  same  individual  to  a  second 
term  of  the  Presidency.  The  sagacioiw  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferson  early  saw 
and  lamented  this  error,  and  attempts  have  been  made,  hitherto  without 
success,  to  apply  the  amendatory  po^i-er  of  the  Stales  to  its  correction. 
As.  however,  one  mode  of  correction  is  in  the  power  of  every  President, 
and  consequently  in  mine,  it  would  be  useless,  and  perhaps  invidious, 
lo  cuunicrale  the  evils  of  which,  iu  the  opinion  of  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizetis,  this  error  of  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  may  have 
been  the  source  and  the  bitter  fruits  which  we  are  still  to  gather  from  it 
if  it  continues  to  disfigure  our  system.  It  may  be  observ'ed.  however,  as  a 
general  remark,  that  republics  can  commit  no  greater  error  than  to  adopt 
or  continue  any  feature  in  their  systemsof  government  which  may  becal- 
culfited  to  create  or  increase  the  love  of  power  in  the  bosoms  of  those  to 
whom  nec:cssily  obliges  them  to  commit  the  management  of  their  affairs; 
and  surely  nothing  is  more  likely  to  produce  such  a  state  of  mind  than 
the  long  continuaucc  of  an  office  of  high  trust.  Nothing  can  he  more 
comipting,  nothing  more  destructive  of  all  thase  noble  feelings  which 
belong  to  the  character  of  a  de\-otcd  rcpubhcan  patriot.  When  this  cor- 
nipting  passion  once  takes  possession  of  the  human  mind,  Uke  the  love 
of  gold  it  becx>nies  insntinble.  It  is  the  ne\'eT-dying  worm  in  his  bosom, 
grows  with  his  growth  and  strengtlieus  with  the  declining  years  of  its 
victim.  If  thisistnie,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  for  a  republic  to  limit  the 
service  of  tliat  officer  at  least  to  whom  she  has  inlrtcited  the  niauagement 
of  her  foreign  relations,  the  execution  of  her  laws,  and  the  command  of 
her  armies  and  navies  to  a  period  so  short  us  to  prevent  hia  forgetting 
tbat  he  is  the  accountable  agent,  not  the  principal;  the  seivanl,  not  the 
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master.  Until  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  be  effected  public 
opinion  may  secure  the  desired  object.  I  give  my  aid  to  it  by  renewing 
the  pledge  heretofore  given  that  under  no  circumstances  will  I  consent 
to  serve  a  second  term. 

But  if  there  is  danger  to  public  liberty  from  the  acknowledged  defects 
of  the  Constitution  in  the  want  of  Hmit  to  the  continuance  of  the  Execu- 
tive power  in  the  same  hands,  there  is,  I  apprehend,  not  much  less  from 
a  misconstruction  of  that  instrument  as  it  regards  the  powers  actiially 
given.  I  can  not  conceive  that  by  a  fair  construction  any  or  either  of 
its  provisions  would  be  found  to  constitute  the  President  a  part  of  the 
legislative  power.  It  can  not  Tie  claimed  from  the  power  to  recommend, 
since,  although  enjoined  as  a  duty  upon  him,  it  is  a  privilege  which  he 
holds  in  common  with  every  other  citizen;  and  although  there  may 
be  something  more  of  confidence  in  the  propriety  of  the  measures  recom- 
mended in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other,  in  the  obligations  of  ultimate 
decision  there  can  be  no  difference.  In  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, "all  the  legislative  powers"  which  it  grants  "are  vested  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. ' '  It  would  be  a  solecism  in  language  to 
say  that  any  portion  of  these  is  not  included  in  the  whole. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the  Constitution  has  given  to  the  Execu- 
tive the  power  to  annul  the  acts  of  the  legislative  body  by  refusiug  to 
them  his  assent.  So  a  similar  power  has  necessarily  resulted  from  that 
instrument  to  the  judiciary,  and  yet  the  judiciary  forms  no  part  of  the 
Legislature.  There  is,  it  is  true,  this  difference  between  these  grants 
cS.  power:  The  Executive  can  put  his  negative  upon  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature  for  other  cause  than  that  of  want  of  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution, whilst  the  judiciary  can  only  declare  void  those  which  violate 
that  instrument.  But  the  decision  of  the  judiciary  is  final  in  such  a  case, 
whereas  in  every  instance  where  the  veto  of  the  Executive  is  applied  it 
may  be  overcome  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
The  negative  upon  the  acts  of  the  legislative  by  the  executive  authority, 
and  that  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  would  seem  to  be  an  incongruity 
in  our  system.  Like  some  others  of  a  similar  character,  however,  it 
appears  to  be  highly  expedient,  and  if  used  only  with  the  forbearance 
and  in  the  spirit  which  was  intended  by  its  authors  it  may  be  productive 
of  great  good  and  be  found  one  of  the  best  safeguards  to  the  Union.  At 
the  period  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  the  principle  does  not 
appear  to  have  enjoyed  much  favor  in  the  State  governments.  It  existed 
but  in  two,  and  in  one  of  these  there  was  a  plural  executive.  If  we 
would  search  for  the  motives  which  operated  upon  the  purely  patriotic 
and  enlightened  assembly  which  framed  the  Constitution  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  provision  so  apparently  repugnant  to  the  leading  democratic 
principle  that  the  majority  should  govern,  we  must  reject  the  idea  that 
they  anticipated  from  it  any  benefit  to  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation. 
They  knew  too  well  the  high  degree  of  intelligence  which  existed  among 
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the  people  and  the  enii);1itf>ned  dianicter  of  the  State  legislatnrcs  tmt  la 
haw  ihtf  fullest  coiifidcnwr  that  the  two  bodies  elected  by  them  would  he 
worthy  rcpreseiitulives  uf  such  constitutaits,  and,  of  course,  that  tliL-y 
would  rc([uirt:  tio  aid  iit  cunecivitij;  and  maluriuK  the  lueisiircj^f  which 
th«  circumstaticcs  of  the  couiitr>*  might  require.  And  it  is  preposterous 
to  suppose  that  a  thought  could  for  a  moment  have  been  entertained 
that  the  President,  placed  at  the  capital,  in  the  center  of  the  countrj', 
could  better  understand  the  wants  and  mshcs  of  the  people  than  their 
own  imuicdiute  representatives,  who  spend  a  part  of  every  year  among 
them,  living  with  tbein.  uiteu  labcnin^  with  them,  and  bouud  to  them 
by  the  triple  tie  of  interest,  duty,  oud  affecttou.  To  assbt  or  control 
Congress,  then,  in  its  ordiiinrj*  legislation  could  not,  I  conceive,  have 
beea  the  motive  for  conferring  the  veto  power  on  the  President.  This 
argument  acquires  additional  force  from  the  fact  of  its  never  hanng  been 
thus  used  by  the  first  six  Presidents — and  two  of  them  were  members  of 
the  Convention,  one  presiding  over  its  dchbcratious  and  the  other  Iiearing 
a  larger  share  iu  cousiunmating  the  labors  of  that  august  body  than  any 
Other  person.  But  if  bills  were  never  returned  to  Congress  by  cither 
of  the  Presidents  above  referred  to  upon  the  ground  of  their  being  inexpe- 
dient or  not  as  well  adapted  xs  they  miglit  be  to  the  wants  of  the  people, 
the  veto  was  applied  upon  that  of  want  of  conformity  to  the  Constitu- 
tion or  because  errors  had  licen  committed  from  a  too  hasty  enactment. 

There  is  another  ground  for  the  adoption  of  the  veto  principle,  which 
had  probably  more  influence  in  recommending  it  to  the  Convention  thau 
any  other,  I  refer  to  the  security  which  it  gives  to  the  just  and  equitable 
action  of  the  Legislature  upon  all  ports  of  the  Union,  It  could  not  but 
have  occurred  to  the  Conveutiou  that  in  a  country  so  extenave,  embra- 
cing ao  great  a  variety  of  soil  and  climate,  aud  consequently  of  jiroducts, 
jinct  which  from  the  same  causes  must  ever  exltibit  a  great  differeuce 
in  the  amount  of  the  population  of  its  various  sections,  calliug  for  a 
great  diversity  in  the  employments  of  the  people,  that  the  legislation  of 
the  majority  might  not  aUvays  justly  regard  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  minority,  and  that  acts  of  tliis  character  might  be  passed  under  an 
express  grant  by  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  and  tliercfore  not  within 
the  competency  of  the  judiciary  to  declare  void;  that  however  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  they  might  suppose  from  past  exjierience  the  members 
of  Cougress  might  be,  and  however  largely  partaking,  in  tJie  general,  of 
the  liberal  feelings  of  the  people,  it  was  impassible  to  expect  that  bodies 
so  constituted  should  not  sometimes  be  controlled  by  local  interests 
and  sectional  feelings.  It  was  proper,  therefore,  to  provHde  some  um- 
pire from  whose  situation  and  mode  of  appointment  more  independence 
and  freedom  from  such  influences  might  be  expected.  Such  a  one  was 
afforded  by  the  executive  departraeut  coastituted  by  the  Constitution, 
A  person  elected  to  thalbii:h  office,  having  hisconstituents  juever>'aec* 
tiou,  State,  and  subdivision  of  the  Union,  must  consider  himself  bound  by 
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'the  most  solemn  saaciioiw  to  ptiard,  protect,  and  defend  the  riglitsof  all 
andof  every  portion,  great  or  small,  from  the  injustice  and  oppression  ol 
the  rest.  I  consider  the  vet^J  power,  therefore,  given  by  the  Constitution 
to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  solely  as  a  conservative  power,  to 
be  used  only  ar.'it,  to  protect  the  Constitution  fn)n]  nc^tion;  secondly, 

Llhe  pet^c  from  Jic  effects  of  hasty  IcKt^lation  where  their  nitl  has  been 
ably  diarcgaiocd  or  not  well  understood,  and,  Uiirdly.  to  prevent  the 
effects  of  combinatioi,s  vio1att\%  of  the  rights  of  minorities.     In  refer- 
to  the  second  or  Ihcse  objects  I  may  obse^^•e  Ihnt  I  consider  it  the 

Plight  and  privilege  of  the  ]»eopIe  to  decide  disputed  points  of  the  Consli- 
tntU>ti  arislug  from  the  general  grant  of  power  to  Congress  to  carry  into 
effect  the  powers  expressly  given;  and  I  believe  with  Mr.  Madison  that 
"repeated  recognitions  imdcr  varied  circumstances  in  acts  of  tht  Icgisla- 
ti\-e,  executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Government,  accompanied 
&>■  indications  in  different  modes  of  the  coacurrcncc  of  tbc  general  will 
of  the  nation,"  as  affording  to  the  President  snfficicut  authority  for  his 
Goosideriiig  such  disjnitcd  points  as  settled. 

Upward  of  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the  present 
form  of  govemmeiii.  \\  would  be  an  object  more  highly  desirable  than 
the  gratification  of  the  curiosity  of  speculative  statesmen  if  its  precise 

^situation  could  be  ascertained,  a  fair  exhibit  made  of  the  operations  of 
ch  of  its  departments,  of  the  powers  which  they  reflectively  claim  and 
ccrcise,  of  the  collisions  which  have  occurred  I>elween  them  or  between 
the  whole  Government  and  those  of  the  States  or  either  of  them.  We 
could  tlien  compare  our  actual  condition  after  fifty  years'  trial  of  our 
system  with  what  it  was  in  the  commencement  of  its  operations  and 
ascertain  whether  the  predictions  of  the  patriots  who  opposed  its  adop- 
tion or  tbc  confident  hopes  of  its  advocates  have  been  best  rcaliurd.  The 
great  dread  of  the  former  seems  to  liave  been  that  the  reserved  powers  of 
tlie  States  would  l)e  absorbed  by  those  of  the  Federal  Government  and  a 

f  consolidated  power  established.  Iea\'!iig  to  the  States  the  sliadow  only 
erf  that  independent  action  for  which  they  had  so  zealously  contended 
and  on  the  preservation  of  which  they  relied  as  the  last  hope  of  liberty. 
Without  denjnng  that  the  result  to  which  they  looked  with  so  much 
a^iprebensiou  is  in  the  way  of  being  realized,  it  is  obvious  tliat  tliey  did 
Dot  clearly  see  the  mode  of  its  accompUshment.  The  General  Go\*era< 
ment  has  seized  npou  none  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.     As  far 

■as  any  open  warfare  may  liave  gone,  tbe  State  authorities  have  amply 

[jnainlained  their  rights.     To  a  casual  observer  our  system  presents  no 

k  appearance  of  discord  between  the  different  members  which  compose  it. 
Even  the  addition  of  many  new  ones  has  produced  no  jarring.  Tlie>- 
move  in  their  respective  orbite  in  perfect  harmony  witli  the  central  bead 
•nd  with  each  other.     But  there  is  still  an  undercurrent  at  work  by 

[.which,  if  not  seasonably  checked,  the  worst  apprelieiisions  of  our  anti- 
federal  patriots  will  he  realixed.  and  not  only  will  the  State  authorities 
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be  overshadowed  by  the  great  increase  of  power  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  General  Government .  but  the  character  of  that  Government, 

if  not  its  dcsiguatton,  be  essentially  and  radically  changed.  This  state  of 
things  has  been  in  part  effected  by  causes  inherent  in  the  Constitution 
Mid  in  part  by  the  ne\'er-faiUng  tendency  of  political  power  to  increase 
itself.  By  luakiuR  the  President  the  sole  distributer  of  all  the  patronage 
of  the  Govenimeal  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  do  not  appear  to  have 
anticipated  at  how  short  a  period  it  would  become  a  formidable  instrti- 
mcnt  to  control  the  free  operations  of  the  State  KO\-(rraiiients.  Of  trifling 
importance  at  first,  it  hud  early  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  become 
so  powerful  as  to  create  great  alarm  in  the  mind  of  that  patriot  from  the 
potent  influence  it  might  exert  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  the  elective 
fmnchise.  If  such  could  have  then  been  the  effects  of  its  influence,  how 
much  greater  must  be  the  danger  at  this  time,  (j^nadrupled  in  amount  as 
it  certainly  is  and  more  completely  under  the  control  of  the  Excciitivc 
nill  than  tlieir  construction  <»f  their  powers  allowed  or  the  forbearing 
characters  of  all  the  early  I»resident3  permitted  them  to  make.  But  it  is 
not  by  the  extent  of  its  patronage  alone  that  the  executive  department 
has  become  dangerous,  but  by  the  use  which  it  appears  may  be  made  of 
the  nppoiJiting  power  to  bring  under  its  control  the  whole  ret-enues  of  the 
country.  The  Constitution  has  declared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  sec  that  the  laws  arc  executed,  and  it  makes  him  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Armies  and  Xav)*  of  the  United  States.  If  the  opinion  of 
the  most  approved  writers  upon  that  species  of  mixed  government  which 
in  modem  Rurope  is  termed  tnonarcky  in  contradistinction  to  dfspotism 
is  correct,  there  was  wanting  no  other  ndditioti  to  the  powersof  our  Chief 
Magistrate  to  stamp  a  monarchical  character  on  our  Government  but  the 
control  of  the  public  finances:  and  to  me  it  appears  strange  indeed  that 
anyone  should  doubt  that  the  entire  control  which  the  President  pos- 
sesses o\'er  the  officers  who  have  the  custody  of  the  pubhc  money,  by 
the  power  of  remm-ol  with  or  without  cause,  does,  for  all  mischievous 
purposes  at  least,  virtually  subject  the  treasure  also  to  his  disposal.  The 
first  Roman  Emperor,  Ju  his  attempt  to  seiw  the  sacred  trea.iure.  silenced 
the  opposition  of  the  officer  to  whose  charge  it  had  licen  committed  by 
a  significant  allusion  to  his  sword.  By  a  selection  of  political  instm- 
nieuts  for  the  care  of  the  public  money  a  reference  to  their  commissions 
by  a  President  would  be  quite  as  effectual  an  argument  as  that  of  Caesar 
to  the  Romau  knight.  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  great  difhculty  that 
exists  iu  drawing  a  proper  plan  for  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  revenues,  and  I  know  the  importance  which  has  1)eeu  attached 
by  men  of  great  abilities  and  patriotism  to  the  divorce,  as  it  is  called,  of 
the  Treasury  from  the  hanking  institutions.  It  U  not  the  divorce  which 
is  complaiucd  of,  but  the  uuliallowed  union  of  the  Treasury  with  the 
executive  department,  which  hascreated  such  extensive  alarm.  To  this 
danger  to  our  republican  institutions  and  that  created  by  the  influence 
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given  to  the  Executive  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Federal  offi- 
cers I  propose  to  apply  all  the  remedies  which  may  be  at  my  command. 
It  was  certainly  a  great  error  in  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  not  to 
have  made  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  entirely 
independent  of  the  Executive.  He  should  at  least  have  been  removable 
only  upon  the  demand  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  have 
determined  never  to  remove  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  without  commu- 
nicating all  the  circumstances  attending  such  removal  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress. 

The  influence  of  the  Executive  in  controlling  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  franchise  through  the  medium  of  the  public  officers  can  be 
effectually  checked  by  renewing  the  prohibition  published  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son forbidding  their  interfereace  in  elections  further  than  giving  their 
own  votes,  and  their  own  independence  seciu^ed  by  an  assurance  of  per- 
fect immunity  in  exercising  this  sacred  privilege  of  freemen  under  the 
dictates  of  their  own  unbiased  judgments.  Never  with  my  consent  shall 
an  officer  of  the  people,  compensated  for  his  services  out  of  their  pockets, 
become  the  pliant  instrument  of  Executive  will. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  means  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
which  might  be  used  with  greater  effect  for  unhallowed  purposes  than 
the  control  of  the  public  press.  The  maxim  which  our  ancestors  derived 
from  the  mother  country  that  ' '  the  freedom  if  the  press  is  the  great  bul- 
wark of  civil  and  religious  liberty"  is  one  of  the  most  precious  legacies 
which  they  have  left  us.  We  have  learned,  too,  from  our  own  as  well  as 
the  experience  of  other  countries,  that  golden  shackles,  by  whomsoever 
or  t^  whatever  pretense  imposed,  are  as  fatal  to  it  as  the  iron  bonds  of 
despotism.  The  presses  in  the  necessary  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  never  be  used  ' '  to  clear  the  guilty  or  to  varnish  crime. ' ' 
A  decent  and  manly  examination  of  the  acts  of  the  Government  should 
be  not  only  tolerated,  but  encouraged. 

Upon  another  occasion  I  have  given  my  opinion  at  some  length  upon 
the  impropriety  of  Executive  interference  in  the  legislation  of  Congress — 
that  the  article  in  the  Constitution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  communicate  information  and  authorizing  him  to  recommend  meas- 
ures was  not  intended  to  make  him  the  source  in  legislation,  and,  in 
particular,  that  he  should  never  be  looked  to  for  schemes  of  finance. 
It  would  be  very  strange,  indeed,  that  the  Constitution  should  have 
strictly  forbidden  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  from  interfering  in  the 
origination  of  such  bills  and  that  it  should  be  considered  proper  that  an 
altogether  different  department  of  the  Government  should  be  permitted 
to  do  so.  Some  of  our  best  political  maxims  and  opinions  have  been 
drawn  from  our  parent  isle.  There  are  others,  however,  which  can  not 
be  introduced  in  our  system  without  singular  incongruity  and  the  pro- 
duction of  much  mischief,  and  this  I  conceive  to  be  one.  No  matter  in 
which  of  the  houses  of  Parliament  a  bill  may  originate  nor  by  whom 
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introduced — a  minister  or  a  mcmlKr  of  the  opposition — by  the  fiction  oi 
law,  or  rather  of  constimtioiial  principle,  tbc  sOTweiKu  is  supposed  to 
havxi  prciKiroil  it  a^ccaltly  to  liis  will  and  tlieii  siibiiiilted  it  to  Parlia* 
inent  for  lUcir  ad\ice  aud  cousent.  Now  the  very  reverse  is  the  case 
here,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  principle,  but  the  fomis  prescribed  by 
the  Coustitutiou,  The  principle  certainly  assigns  to  the  only  body  con- 
stitutetl  by  llie  Constitution  (the  legislative  tx)dy)  the  power  to  uiake 
k'n-s,  and  the  forms  even  direct  that  the  enactment  should  be  ascribed  to 
them.  The  Senate,  in  relation  to  revenue  bills,  have  the  right  to  pro- 
pofie  amendments,  and  so  has  the  Executive  1^  the  power  given  him  to 
return  them  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  his  objections.  It  is 
in  his  power  also  to  propose  ameudmeuts  in  the  existing  rc\'enue  laws, 
suggested  by  his  obscrvutious  upon  their  dcfcctiw  or  injurious  opera- 
tion. But  the  delicate  duty  of  devising  schemes  of  re\-enuc  should  be  left 
where  the  Constitution  has  placed  it — with  the  immediate  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  Her  simitar  reasons  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public 
treasure  should  lie  prescribed  by  them,  and  the  further  removed  it  may 
be  from  tlic  control  of  the  Executive  the  more  wholesome  the  arrange- 
nicnt  and  the  niorc  in  accordance  with  republican  principle. 

Connected  with  tliis  subject  is  the  character  of  the  currcnc)'.  The  idea 
of  makinjf  it  exclusively  metallic,  however  well  intended,  appears  to  me 
to  be  fraught  with  more  fatal  consequences  than  any  other  scheme  hav- 
ing no  relation  to  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizens  that  has  evei'  been 
devised,  If  any  single  scheme  could  produce  the  effect  of  arresting  at 
once  that  mutation  of  condition  by  which  thousands  of  our  most  indigent 
ielIow-citii:ens  by  their  industry  and  enterprise  are  raised  to  the  p03ses> 
fiiou  of  wealth,  that  is  the  one.  If  there  is  one  measure  better  calculated 
than  another  to  produce  that  state  of  things  so  much  deprecated  by  all 
true  rcpubUcaus,  by  which  the  rich  are  daily  adding  to  their  hoards  and 
the  poor  sinking  deeper  into  pcuury,  it  is  an  exclusive  metallic  currency. 
Or  if  tliere  is  a  process  by  wliicli  the  character  of  the  country  for  gener- 
osity and  nobleness  of  feehng  may  be  di^stroyed  by  the  great  increase  and 
lieccssar>'  toleration  of  usury,  it  is  an  exclusi\'e  metallic  cuirenf— 

Amongst  the  other  duties  of  a  delicate  character  which  the  President 
is  called  upon  to  perform  is  the  supervision  of  the  government  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States.  Those  of  tliem  which  are  de&lined  to 
become  members  of  our  great  political  family  arc  compensated  by  their 
rapid  progress  from  infancy  to  manhood  for  the  partial  and  temporary 
deprivation  of  their  political  rights.  It  is  in  this  District  only  where 
American  citizens  arc  to  be  found  who  under  a  settled  policy  are  deprived 
of  many  important  political  privileges  without  any  inspiring  hope  as  to 
the  fntiire.  Tlicir  only  coiKoIaiinn  under  circumstances  of  .such  depri- 
vation is  that  of  the  devoted  exterior  guards  of  a  camp — that  their 
sufferings  secure  tranquillity  and  safety  within.  Are  there  any  of 
their  countr>'iuea,  who  would  subject  them  to  greater  sacrifices,  to  any 
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other  bumiiiations  than  those  essentially  necessar)'  to  the  security  of  the 
object  for  which  tlicy  were  tbu5  separated  from  tbeir  fcUow-cittz«DS? 

tlieir  rights  alone  not  to  be  guaranteed  by  tlio  application  of  those 

real  priucipltis  iij»on  wliioli  all  our  coustitutions  arc  foumlcd?     We  are 

told  by  the  greatest  of  Britiiih  orators  aud  statesmen  tlut  at  the  coni- 

tnencenient  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  the  most  stupid  men  in  Kng- 

land  spoke  of  "their  American  subjects,"     Are  there,  indeed,  citiwns 

of  any  of  our  States  who  liave  dreamed  ^Mr/r  subjects  in  the  District 

of  Columbia  ?    Sucli  dreams  can  never  be  reahxed  by  any  agency  of  mine. 

The  people  of  the  I>islrict  of  Columbia  are  not  the  subjects  of  the  people 

of  tile  States,  but  free  American  citizens.     Being  in  the  latter  condition 

when  the  Constitution  was  fonucil,  no  words  used  in  that  instrument 

could  have  been  intended  to  deprive  them  of  that  character.     If  there 

is  anytliing  in  the  great  principle  of  unalienable  rights  so  eniphalically 

insisted  upon  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  they  could  neither 

nmke  nor  the  t'nited  States  accept  a  surrender  of  their  liberties  and 

become  the  subjects — in  other  words,  the  slaves — of  their  former  fellow* 

citizens.     If  this  be  true — and  it  will  scarcely  he  denied  by  anyone  who 

has  a  correct  idea  of  his  on'n  rights  as  an  American  citizen — the  grant 

to  Congress  of  cxclosivc  jurisdiction  in  the  District  of  Columbia  can  be 

interpreted,  so  far  as  rcs)>i.-cts  the  aggregate  people  of  the  United  States, 

as  meaning  oothing  more  than  to  cllow  to  Congress  the  coutroIUng  power 

Dece«sar>'  to  afford  a  free  and  safe  exercise  of  the  functions  assigned  to 

the  General  Government  by  the  Constitution.     lu  all  other  respects  the 

legislation  of  Congress  should  be  adapted  to  their  peculiar  position  and 

wants  and  be  conformable  with  their  deliberate  opinions  of  their  own 

interests. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  respective  departments 

of  the  Government,  as  well  as  all  the  other  authorities  of  our  couutryi 

within  their  appropriate  orbits.     This  is  a  matter  of  difficulty  in  some 

cases,  as  the  powers  wliich  they  respectively  claim  are  often  not  defined 

by  any  distinct  lines.     Mischievous,  however,  in  their  tendencies  as  col- 

Lisioos  of  this  kind  may  be,  those  which  arise  between  the  respective 

communities  which  for  certain  purposes  compose  one  nation  are  much 

more  so,  for  no  such  nation  can  long  exist  without  the  careful  culture 

of  those  feelingis  of  conBt^ence  and  affection  which  are  the   effective 

bonds  to  i]uion  between  free  and  confederated  states.     Strong  as  1.1  the 

tie  of  interest,  it  has  been  often  found  ineffectual.     Men  blinded  by  their 

passions  have  been  known  to  adopt  measures  for  their  countrj-  in  direct 

opposition  to  all  the  suggestions  of  policy.     The  alternative,  then,  is  to 

destroy  or  kei:|>  down  a  had  po:uiou  by  creating  and  fostering  a  good 

one,  and  thi5  seems  to  be  the  comer  stone  upon  which  our  American 

pcliticnl  architects  have  reared  the  fabric  of  our  Government.     The 

cement  which  was  to  bind  it  and  perpetuate  its  existence  was  the  affec- 

ttonute  attachment  between  all  its  members.     To  insure  the  continuance 
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of  this  feeling,  prodaced  at  first  by  a  commtinity  of  dangers,  nf  suffer- 
ings, aiid  of  iuterests,  the  advantages  of  each  were  made  accessible  (o  aU. 
No  participation  in  any  b;o«k1  possessed  by  any  mcmhcr  of  onr  extensive 
Confederacy,  except  id  domestic  go\'cnimettt,  was  withheld  ftoin  the  citi- 
zen o(  any  other  member.  By  a  process  attended  with  no  difTicully,  nu 
delay,  no  expense  but  that  of  removal,  the  citizen  of  oue  might  become 
chc  citizen  of  any  other,  and  succesavcly  of  the  whole.  The  liuis,  too. 
separating  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  citizens  of  one  State  from 
those  of  another  seem  to  be  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
misunderstanding.  The  citizens  of  each  State  unite  in  their  persons 
all  the  privileges  which  that  character  cottfers  and  all  that  they  may 
claim  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  in  no  case  can  the  .•mme  per- 
sons at  the  same  time  act  as  the  citizen  of  two  separate  States,  and  he  is 
there/ere  positively  prtdnded  from  any  interference  tvilh  the  reserved  powers 
of  any  Slate  but  that  of  wkieh  he  is  for  the  time  Ivin^  a  citizen.  He  may, 
indeed,  offer  to  the  citizens  of  other  States  his  advice  as  to  their  manage- 
ment, and  the  form  in  which  it  is  tendered  is  left  to  his  own  discretion 
and  sense  of  propriety.  It  may  be  oliserved,  however,  that  organized 
associations  of  citieens  requiring  compliance  with  their  wishes  too  much 
resemble  the  reeommendations  of  Athens  to  her  allies,  supported  by  au 
armed  and  powerful  ilcct.  It  was,  indeed,  to  the  ambition  of  the  lead- 
ing States  of  Greece  to  control  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  others  tliat 
the  destruction  of  that  celebrated  Confederacy,  and  subsequently  of  all 
its  members,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed,  and  it  is  owing  to  the  absence 
of  that  spirit  that  the  Helvetic  Confederacy  has  for  so  many  years  been 
preser\'ed.  Never  has  there  been  seen  in  the  institutions  of  the  separate 
members  of  any  confederacy  more  elements  of  discord.  In  the  principles 
and  forms  of  government  aud  religion,  as  well  as  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  several  Cantons,  so  marked  a  discrepancy  was  observable  as  to  prom- 
ise anything  but  liarmony  in  their  intercourse  or  permanency  in  their 
alliance,  and  yet  for  ages  neillier  has  been  interrupted.  Content  with 
the  positive  benefits  which  their  imion  produced,  with  the  independence 
and  safety  from  foreign  aggression  which  it  secured,  these  sagacious 
people  respected  the  institutions  of  each  other,  however  repugnant  to 
their  own  principles  and  prejudices. 

Our  Confederacy,  fellow-citizens,  can  onjy  be  preserved  by  the  same 
forbearance.  Our  citizens  must  be  content  with  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  with  which  the  Constitution  clothes  them.  The  attempt  of  those 
of  one  State  to  control  the  domestic  institutions  of  another  can  only 
result  in  feelings  of  distrust  and  jealousy,  the  certain  harbingers  of  dis- 
union, violence,  and  ci^-il  war,  and  the  ultimfite  destruction  of  our  free 
institutions.  Our  Confederacy  is  perfectly  illustrated  by  the  terms  and 
principles  governing  a  common  copartnership.  There  i.^  a  fund  of  power 
to  be  exercised  under  the  direction  of  the  joint  councils  of  the  allied 
members,  but  that  which  has  been  re«ervetl  by  the  individual  members 
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is  intangible  by  the  common  Government  or  the  individual  members 
composing  it.  To  attempt  it  finds  no  support  in  the  principles  of  our 
Constitution. 

It  should  be  our  constant  and  earnest  endeavor  mutually  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  concord  and  harmony  among  the  various  parts  of  our  Con- 
federacy. Experience  has  abundantly  taught  us  that  the  agitation  by 
citizens  of  one  part  of  the  Union  of  a  subject  not  confided  to  the  General 
Government,  but  excluavely  under  the  guardianship  of  the  local  authori- 
ties, is  productive  of  no  other  consequences  than  bitterness,  alienation, 
discord,  and  injury  to  the  very  cause  which  is  intended  to  be  advanced. 
Of  all  the  great  interests  which  appertain  to  our  country,  that  of  union — 
cordial,  confiding,  fraternal  union — is  by  far  the  most  important,  since 
it  is  the  only  true  and  sure  guaranty  of  all  others. 

In  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  business  and  the  currency, 
some  of  the  States  may  meet  with  difficulty  in  their  financial  concerns. 
However  deeply  we  may  regret  anything  imprudent  or  excessive  in  the 
engagements  into  which  States  have  entered  for  purposes  of  their  own, 
it  does  not  become  us  to  disparage  the  State  governments,  nor  to  dis- 
courage them  from  making  proper  efforts  for  their  own  relief.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  them  to  the  extent  of  our  con- 
stitutional authority  to  apply  their  best  means  and  cheerfully  to  make 
all  necessary  sacrifices  and  submit  to  all  necessary  burdens  to  fulfill 
their  engagements  and  maintain  their  credit,  for  the  character  and  credit 
of  the  several  States  form  a  part  of  the  character  and  credit  of  the  whole 
country.  The  resources  of  the  country  are  abundant,  the  enterprise  and 
activity  of  our  people  proverbial,  and  we  may  well  hope  that  wise  legis- 
lation and  prudent  administration  by  the  respective  governments,  each 
acting  within  its  own  sphere,  will  restore  former  prosperity. 

Unpleasant  and  even  dangerous  as  collisions  may  sometimes  be  between 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  citizens  of  our  country  in  relation  to  the 
lines  which  separate  their  respective  jurisdictions,  the  results  can  be  of 
no  vital  injury  to  our  institutions  if  that  ardent  patriotism,  that  devoted 
attachment  to  liberty,  that  ^irit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  for ' 
which  our  countrymen  were  once  distinguished,  continue  to  be  cherished. 
If  this  continues  to  be  the  ruhng  passion  of  our  souls,  the  weaker  feel- 
ing of  the  mistaken  enthusiast  will  be  corrected,  the  Utopian  dreams  of 
the  scheming  politician  dissipated,  and  the  complicated  intrigues  of  the 
demagogue  rendered  harmless.  The  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  sovereigi 
balm  for  every  injiuy  which  our  institutions  may  receive.  On  the  con- 
trary, no  care  that  can  be  used  in  the  construction  of  our  Government,  no 
divi^on  of  powers,  no  distribution  of  checks  in  its  several  departments, 
will  prove  effectual  to  keep  us  a  free  people  if  this  spirit  is  suffered  to 
decay;  and  decay  it  will  without  constant  nurture.  To  the  neglect  of  this 
duty  the  best  historians  acree  in  attributing  the  ruin  of  all  the  republics 
with  whose  existence  and  fall  their  writings  have  made  us  acquainted. 


i875 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


effects,  and  as  ton^  as  tho 


The  same  causes  will  ever  produce  the  s 
love  of  power  is  a  dominant  passion  of  the  human  bosom,  and  as  long  as 
the  understandings  of  men  can  be  warped  and  their  affections  changed  by 
operations  upon  their  passions  and  prejudices,  so  long  will  the  liberties 
(rf  a  people  depend  on  their  own  constaat  attcntiou  to  ils  prescn-ation. 
The  daugcr  to  all  well-cstabUshed  free  governments  arises  from  the 
tinwiHiugness  of  the  people  to  beIie^*e  in  its  existence  or  from  the  influ- 
ence of  designing  men  diverting  their  attention  from  the  quarter  whence 
it  approadies  to  a  source  from  which  it  can  never  come.  This  is  the 
old  triclc  of  those  who  would  usurp  the  government  of  their  country. 
In  the  name  of  democracy  they  spcalt,  warning  the  jxroplc  against  the 
influence  of  wealth  and  ihc  danger  of  aristocracy.  Hi3tor>'.  ancient  and 
modem,  is  full  of  such  examples.  Caesar  became  the  master  of  the  Roman 
people  and  the  senate  under  the  pretense  of  supporting  the  democratic 
claims  of  the  fonner  against  the  aristocracy  of  the  latter;  Cromwell, 
in  the  chantcter  of  protector  of  the  hberties  of  the  people,  became  the 
dictator  of  England,  and  Bolivar  possessed  himself  of  unlimited  power 
with  the  title  of  his  countrj-'s  Ulierator.  There  is.  on  the  contrary,  no 
instance  on  record  of  an  extcusi^-e  and  well-established  republic  being 
changed  iuto  an  aristocracy.  The  tendencies  of  all  such  go\-emments 
in  their  decline  is  to  monarchy,  and  the  antagoni.it  principle  to  libert}^ 
there  is  the  spirit  of  faction — a  spirit  which  assumes  the  character  and  ia 
times  of  great  excitement  imixises  itself  ui>on  the  people  as  the  genuine 
spirit  of  freedom,  and,  like  the  false  Christs  whose  coming  was  foretold 
by  the  Savior,  seeks  to,  and  were  it  possible  would,  impose  upon  the 
true  and  most  faitliful  disciples  of  liberty.  It  is  in  periods  Ukc  thU  that 
it  behooves  the  people  to  be  most  watchful  of  those  to  whom  they  have 
intrusted  power.  Aud  although  there  is  at  times  much  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  the  false  from  the  true  spirit,  a  calm  and  dispassionate 
investigation  will  detect  the  counterfeit,  as  well  by  the  character  of  its 
operations  as  .the  results  that  are  produced.  The  true  spirit  of  liberty, 
although  de\-otcd.  persex-ering,  bold,  and  un compromising  in  principle, 
that  secured  is  mild  and  tolerant  and  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  it 
employs,  whilst  the  spirit  of  party,  assuming  to  be  that  of  liberty,  is 
harsli,  vindictive,  and  intolerant,  and  totally  reckless  as  to  the  character 
of  the  allies  which  it  brings  to  the  aid  of  its  cause.  Wlien  the  genuine 
spirit  of  liberty  animates  the  body  of  a  people  to  a  thorongh  examination 
of  their  aifairs,  it  leads  to  the  excision  of  ever>'  excrescence  which  may 
have  fastened  itself  upon  any  of  the  dtpanraeuts  of  the  government,  and 
restores  the  system  to  it,s  pristine  health  and  beauty.  But  the  reign  of  an 
intolerant  spirit  of  party  ntiiongst  a  free  people  seldom  failg  to  result  in  a 
dangerous  accession  to  the  executive  power  introduced  and  established 
amidst  unusual  professions  of  devotion  to  democracy. 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  almost  exclusively  to  matters  connected 
with  our  domestic  concerns.     It  may  be  proj^er,  however,  that  I  should 
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some  indicatfons  to  my  fellow-citizens  of  my  proposed  course  of  con- 
duct in  tile  management  of  our  foreign  relation!).  I  assure  them,  tbere- 
fore,  that  it  is  ray  intention  to  use  ev-ci^'  means  in  my  iwwer  to  preserve 
the  friendly  intercourse  which  now  so  happily  subsists  with  every  foreign 
nation,  and  that  although,  of  course,  not  well  iuforrDcd  as  to  the  state  of 
'pending  negotiations  with  any  of  them,  I  see  iu  the  personal  characters 

ROf  the  sovereigns,  as  well  as  in  the  mutual  interests  of  our  own  and  of 
the  gOT-emments  with  which  our  relatioiis  are  most  intimate,  a  plensing 
guaranty  that  the  liarmony  so  important  to  the  interests  of  their  subjects 
as  well  as  of  our  titizeiis  mil  not  be  interrupted  by  the  advancement  of 
any  claim  or  pretension  upon  their  part  \o  which  our  honor  would  not  per- 
mit lis  to  yield.  Long  the  defender  of  my  coiuitry's  rights  in  the  field.  I 
trust  that  my  fellow-dtiitens  will  not  see  in  ray  earnest  desire  to  prcscrv-e 
with  foreign  powers  any  indication  that  their  rights  will  ever  be 
rificed  or  the  honor  of  the  nation  tarnished  by  any  admissiou  ou  the 
of  their  Chief  Magistrate  unworthy  of  their  fonner  glory.  In  our 
iterconrse  with  our  aboriginal  neighbors  the  same  liberality  and  justice 
which  marked  the  cotu^c  prescribed  to  uic  by  two  of  my  illustrious 
predecessors  when  acting  under  their  direction  in  the  discliarge  of  the 
lutics  of  superintendent  and  commissioner  shall  be  strictly  ol^«r^'ed.     I 

'tan  concei\*e  of  no  more  subUme  spectacle,  none  more  likely  to  pro- 
pitiate an  impartial  aud  common  Creator,  than  a  rigid  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  justice  on  the  part  of  a  powerful  nation  in  its  transactions 
with  a  weaker  and  uncivilized  people  whom  circumstances  have  placed 
at  its  disposal. 

Before  concluding,  fellow-citizens,  I  must  say  something  to  you  on  the 

[^subject  of  the  parties  at  this  time  existing  in  our  countrj-.  To  me  it 
spears  perfectly  clear  that  the  interest  of  that  country  requires  that  the 
violence  of  the  spirit  by  which  those  parties  are  at  this  time  governed 
must  be  greatly  mitigated,  if  not  entirely  extinguished,  or  consequences 
will  ensue  which  are  appalling  to  be  thotight  of. 

If  jxirticR  in  a  republic  are  necessary  to  secure  a  degree  of  vigilance 
SttfBcicnt  to  keep  the  public  functionaries  within  the  bounds  of  law  and 
duty,  at  that  point  their  usefulness  ends.  Beyond  that  they  become 
destructive  of  public  \*irtue,  the  parent  of  a  spirit  antagonist  to  that  of 
liljerty,  and  eventually  its  inevitable  conqueror.  We  have  examples 
of  republics  where  the  love  of  coontry  and  of  lilicrty  at  one  time  were 
the  dominant  passions  of  the  whole  mass  of  citizens,  and  yet,  with  the 
continuance  of  the  name  and  forms  of  free  go\'emmcnt.  not  a  veslise  of 
these  qualities  remaiuiug  in  the  bosoms  of  any  one  of  its  citizens.  It 
was  the  beautiful  remark  of  a  distingni.thed  Englbih  writer  that  "in 
the  Roman  sen-ite  Octa\nu3  had  a  party  and  Antony  a  party,  but  the 
CommoDweiiltb  had  none."  Vet  the  senate  continued  to  meet  in  the 
r  temple  of  Hberty  to  talk  of  the  sacredness  and  beauty  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  goxe  at  the  statues  of  the  elder  Brutus  and  of  the  Curtii  and 
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Dccii,  and  the  people  assembled  in  the  fornm,  not,  as  iii  tbe  da)^  of 
Csuiillus  and  tlie  Scipios,  to  cast  tlieir  free  votes  for  annual  niagistrates 
or  pass  iipon  the  arts  of  the  senate.  Init  to  receive  from  llie  liaiidR  of  the 
leaders  of  the  rt-spectivc  parties  their  share  of  the  spoils  and  to  shout  for 
one  or  the  other,  as  thoac  collected  in  Gaitl  or  K^ypt  and  the  lesser  Asia 
would  funiish  the  larger  dividend.  The  spirit  of  lilicrtv  had  Hcd,  and, 
avoiding  the  abodes  of  civilized  man,  had  sought  protection  iu  the  wilds 
of  Sc>'thia  or  Scaudinavia;  and  so  under  the  operation  of  the  same 
causes  and  iuQiicuces  it  will  fly  from  our  Capitol  ami  our  forums.  A 
calamity  so  awful,  not  only  to  our  counlrj',  but  to  the  world,  must  be 
deprecated  by  every  patriot  and  every  tendency  to  a  state  of  things  likely 
to  produce  it  immediately  checked.  Such  a  tendency  lia3  existed — does 
exist.  Always  the  friend  of  my  couiitr>'nieu,  never  thdr  flatterer,  it 
become*  my  duty  to  say  to  them  from  this  high  place  to  which  their 
partiality  has  exalted  mc  that  there  exists  iu  the  land  a  spirit  hostile  to 
tlieir  best  interests — hostile  to  liberty  itself.  It  is  a  spirit  contracted  in 
its  views,  selfish  iti  its  objects.  It  looks  Co  the  aggrandixenieut  of  a  few 
tntw  to  the  destruction  of  the  interests  of  the  whole.  Tlie  entire  remedy 
is  with  the  people.  Something,  however,  may  be  effected  by  tbe  means 
which  tbey  have  placed  iu  my  hands.  It  is  union  that  we  want,  not  of  a 
party  for  the  sake  of  that  party,  but  a  union  of  the  whole  country  for  th« 
sake  of  the  whole  country,  for  the  defense  of  its  interests  and  its  honor 
against  foreign  aggres.sion,  for  the  defense  of  tho.se  principle-t  for  which 
our  ancestors  .so  gloriously  contended.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon  me  it 
shall  he  accomplished.  All  the  influence  that  I  possess  shall  he  exerted 
to  prevent  the-  formation  at  least  of  an  Executive  party  in  the  halls 
of  the  legislative  body.  I  wish  for  the  support  of  no  member  of  that 
body  to  any  measure  of  mine  that  docs  not  satisfy  his  judgment  and  hts 
sense  of  duty  to  those  from  whom  he  holds  his  appointment,  nor  any 
confideuce  in  advance  from  the  people  but  that  asked  for  by  Mr.  Jef" 
fersou,  "to give  firainess  and  effect  to  the  legal  administration  of  their 
afFains." 

I  deem  the  prejsent  occa^on  sufficiently  important  and  solemn  to  justify 
me  in  expressing  to  my  fellow -citizens  n  profound  reverence  for  the  Chris- 
tian religion  and  a  thorough  con\'iction  thnt  sound  morals,  religious  lib- 
erty, aud  a  just  sense  of  religious  re.sponsibility  are  es.sentiiilly  connected 
with  all  true  and  lasting  happiness;  and  to  that  good  Being  who  has 
bles.sed  us  by  the  gifts  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  who  watched  over 
and  prospered  the  labors  of  our  fathers  and  has  hitherto  prcser\*cd  to  113 
iostitutions  far  exceeding  in  excellence  those  of  any  other  people,  let 
us  unite  in  fervently  commending  every  interest  of  our  beloved  country 
in  all  future  time. 

Pellow-dtizens,  being  fuUy  invested  with  that  high  office  to  which  the 
partiality  of  my  countrymen  has  called  me.  I  now  take  an  affectionate 
leave  of  you.     You  will  bear  with  you  to  your  lirauea  the  temembrancc  of 
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the  pledge  I  have  this  day  given  to  discharge  all  the  high  duties  of  my 
exalted  station  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  shall  enter  upon 
their  performance  with  entire  confidence  in  the  support  of  a  just  and 
generous  people. 

March  4, 1S41. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

To  tke  SenaU  0/ Ifu  UniUd  States:  March  5,  1841. 

I  hereby  withdraw  all  nominations  made  to  the  Senate  on  or  before 
the  3d  instant  and  which  were  not  definitely  acted  on  at  the  close  of  its 
session  on  that  day.  ^_  jj_  HARRISON. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[PnnnStatntMRt  Large  (Uttle.  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol.  XI,  p.  7S6.] 

6t  thb  Pkbsidbnt  of  the  United  States  qv  Auerica. 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  sundry  important  and  weighty  matters,  principally  growing 
out  of  the  condition  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  country,  appear 
to  me  to  call  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  its 
next  annual  session,  and  thus  form  an  extraordinary  occasion,  such  as 
renders  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  the  convention  of  the  two  Houses 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable: 

I  do  therefore  by  this  my  proclamation  convene  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  to  meet  in  the  Capitol,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  last 
Monday,  being  the  31st  day,  of  May  next;  and  I  require  the  respective 
Senators  and  Representatives  then  and  there  to  assemble,  in  order  to 
receive  such  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  Union  as  may  be 
given  to  them  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  measures  as  the  good  of 
the  country  may  seem  to  them,  in  the  exercise  of  their  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion, to  require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
TsHAi-l         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  17th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1841,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-fifth.  ^  jj   HARRISON. 

By  the  President: 

Daniel  Whbsthr. 

Secretary  0/ State. 
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DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  HARRISON. 

PUBLIC  ANNOUNCEMENr. 
[Pntn  the  Qany  National  tntclll|[nic»r.  Atirtl  5.  tKii.] 

Washington.  Aprii  4,  1841. 

An  all-wise  Providence  hanng  suddenly  removed  from  this  life  William 
Hcnr>'  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  we  liave  thouglit 
it  our  duty,  in  the  recess  of  Congress  and  m  the  absence  of  the  Vice- 
President  from  the  seat  of  Government,  to  make  this  afllicting  bereave- 
ment known  to  the  cotuitry  by  this  declaration  under  our  Irnnds. 

He  died  at  the  President's  house,  in  this  city,  this  4th  day  of  April. 
A.  D.  1841 ,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  j)coplc  of  the  United  States,  overwhelmed,  like  ourHdvcs.  by  an 
e\'cnt  so  unexpected  and  so  melancholy,  mil  derive  consolation  from 
knowing  that  hi:i  death  was  caJin  and  resigned,  as  his  life  has  been 
patriotic,  uscftil,  and  distinguished,  and  that  the  last  utterance  of  his  hps 
expressed  a  fervent  desire  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
preservation  of  its  true  principles.  In  death,  as  in  life,  the  happiness  of 
bis  country  was  uppermost  m  his  tlioughts. 

DAKIEL  WKBSTER. 

Secretary  <f  StaU. 

THOMAS  RWING, 

StfTftary  (^  tht  Treasury, 

JOHN  BELL, 

Seeretary  cf  War- 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 

Attcmcy-  CeneroL 
FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

PoitmaiicT'  Gerural- 

(The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  absent  from  the  dty.] 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  THE  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

[Prois  the  naily  K^UoBil  tnlcUI|tnc«r,  \prit  3,  iKilJ 

JOHN  T^XBR.  Washingtok.  ApHi  ,.  r84t. 

Vire- President  of  ike  Umled  Slates. 

Sir:  It  has  become  our  most  painful  duty  to  infonn  you  tliat  'WiUiam 
Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  has  departed  ihii 
life. 

This  distrcsaiiig  event  took  place  this  day  at  the  President's  mausioo, 
in  this  dty,  at  tbuly  minutes  before  i  lu  the  tuomiog. 
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We  lose  no  time  in  dispatching  tlie  chief  clerk  in  the  State  Department 
as  a  special  messenger  to  bear  you  these  melancholy  tidings. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient 

servants, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State. 

TKOMAS  EWING. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

JOHN  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney-  General. 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-General, 


ANNOUNCBUENT   TO  REPRESENTATIVES   OF   THE  UNITED   STATES 

ABROAD. 

[Ptom  official  recorda  Id  tfae  State  Drpartment.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  ^,  i8fl. 

Sir:  It  has  become  my  most  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
decease  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
This  afflicting  event  took  place  this  day  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  in 
this  city,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
I  am,  sir,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  WEBSTER. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[From  official  Kcords  la  tbe  State  DepaitmenL] 

Dbfartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  s,  1841. 

Sir:  It  is  my  great  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  an  event 
not  less  afflicting  to  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  than  distressing  to 
my  own  feelings  and  the  feelings  of  all  those  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  President  departed  thio  life  yesterday  at  thirty  minutes  before  I 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies,  which 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  and  with  the  particular  arrange- 
ments for  which  you  will  be  made  acquainted  in  due  time. 
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Not  doubting  your  sympathy  and  condoIeDce  with  the  Gm'emmcnt 
aud  people  of  the  country  on  this  bereavement,  I  ha\'e  the  honor  lo  be, 
sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  otwdient  scn'out, 

DANL.  WEBSTER. 


ANNODNCHMENT  TO  THE  ARMY. 

Irmui  olliclal  reoords  lu  ihc  Wac  Dtpaitment.) 

Dbpartmext  op  War, 

Washington,  April  s.  JSfT. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sorrow  that  the  Secrctar>*  of  War 
annouuctfS  lo  the  Army  the  death  of  the  Prcsideiit  of  the  United  Stales. 
William  Heury  Harrisou  is  uo  more.  His  loiiy  and  faithful  scrv-iccs  iu 
many  subordinate  but  importaut  stations,  hi!t  recent  elevation  to  the 
highest  in  honor  and  power,  ami  the  brief  term  allotted  to  him  in  the 
etijoymetit  of  it  are  circumstances  of  themselves  nhich  must  awaken 
the  liveliest  sjmpathy  ia  every  boeom.  But  these  are  personal  con* 
siderations;  the  dispensation  is  heaWest  and  most  afflicting  on  public 
grounds.  'iTiis  great  calamity  ha*;  hcfallcu  the  countrj'  at  a  period  of 
general  anxiety  for  its  present,  aud  some  apprehension  for  its  future,  con- 
dition— at  a  time  when  it  is  most  desirable  Out  all  its  high  offices  should 
be  filled  and  all  its  high  trusts  administered  in  harmony,  wisdom,  and 
vigor.  The  generosity  of  character  of  the  deceased,  the  conspicuous 
honesty  of  his  principles  and  purposes,  together  with  the  skill  and  firm- 
ness with  which  he  maintained  them  in  all  situations,  had  won  for  him 
the  alTection  and  confidence  of  his  countrymen ;  but  at  the  moment  whea 
by  their  voice  he  was  raised  to  a  station  in  the  discharge  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  which  the  most  beneficent  results  might  justly  have  been 
anticipated  from  his  great  experience,  bis  sound  judgment,  the  high 
estimation  iu  which  lie  was  held  by  the  people,  aud  his  unquestioned 
devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  Union,  it  has  pleased  an  all-wise 
but  myWerious  Providence  to  remove  him  suddenly  from  that  and  every 
other  earthly  employment. 

While  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  share  in  the  general  grief 
which  these  considerations  so  naturally  and  irresistibly  inspire,  they  will 
doubtless  be  penetrated  with  increased  sensibihty  aud  feel  a  deeper  con- 
cern in  testifying  in  the  manner  appropriate  to  them  the  full  measure  of 
n  nation'.'!  gratitude  for  the  eminent  services  of  the  departed  patriot  and 
in  rendering  just  and  adequate  honors  to  his  memorj- because  he  was 
himself  a  soldier,  and  an  approved  one,  receiving  his  earlie.'it  lessons  in 
a  camp,  and.  when  in  rip^r  years  called  to  the  command  of  armies,  illus- 
trating the  profession  cf  arms  by  his  personal  qualities  and  contributiog 
largely  by  his  successes  to  the  stock  of  his  country's  glor)'. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  suddenness  of  the  emergency  has  made  it 
necessary'  to  announce  (liis  sad  event  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice-I'reitident 
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from  the  seat  of  Government;  but  the  greatest  confidence  is  felt  that  he 
will  cordially  approve  the  sentiments  expressed,  and  that  he  will  in  due 
time  give  directions  for  such  further  marks  of  respect  not  prescribed 
by  the  existing  r^ulatious  of  the  Army  as  may  be  demanded  by  the 

'"'"^"^  JOHN  BELL,  Secretary  of  War. 

Gkvbral  Orders,  No.  20. 

Hbadquartbrs  of  thb  Army, 
Adjutant-Gbnkral's  Office, 

Washinglon,  April  7,  i8fi. 

The  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  having  been  officially 
announced  from  the  War  Department,  the  Major-General  Commanding 
in  Chief  communicates  to  the  Army  the  melancholy  intelligence  with 
feelings  of  the  most  profound  sorrow.  The  long,  arduous,  and  faithful 
military  services  in  which  President  Harrison  has  been  engaged  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  Western  country,  from  the  rank  of  a  subal- 
tern to  that  of  a  commander  in  chief,  are  too  well  known  to  require  a 
recital  of  them  here.  It  is  sufficient  to  point  to  the  fields  of  Tippecanoe, 
the  banks  of  the  Miami,  and  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  to  recall  to 
many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  present  Array  the  glorious  results  of  some 
of  his  achievements  against  the  foes  of  his  country,  both  savage  and 
civilized. 

The  Army  has  on  former  occasions  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  distinguished  patriots  who  have  occupied  the  Presidential  chair,  but 
this  is  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  it  has  to 
lament  the  demise  of  a  President  while  in  the  actual  exercise  of  the  high 
functions  of  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  Union. 

The  members  of  the  Army,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  of 
all  classes,  deeply  deplore  this  national  bereavement;  but  although  they 
have  lost  a  friend  ever  ready  to  protect  their  interests,  his  bright  exam- 
ple in  the  paths  of  honor  and  glory  still  remains  for  their  emulation. 

The  funeral  honors  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  troops  in  paragraph  523 
of  the  General  Regulations  will  be  duly  observed,  and  the  troops  at  the 
several  stations  will  be  paraded  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  this  order  will 
be  read,  after  which  all  labors  for  the  day  will  cease;  the  national  flag 
will  be  displayed  at  half-staff;  at  dawn  of  day  thirteen  guns  will  be 
fired,  be»des  the  half-hour  guns  as  directed  by  the  Regulations,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  day  a  national  salute.  The  standards,  guidons,  and 
colors  of  the  several  regiments  will  be  put  in  mourning  for  the  period  of 
six  months,  and  the  officers  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  momning  on 
the  left  arm  above  the  elbow  and  on  the  hilt  of  the  sword  for  the  same 
period. 

Byorder  of  Alexander  Macomb,  Major-General  Commanding  in  Chief  ; 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 


iSSi 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  THE  NAW. 
[KTom  oRifUl  record*  tn  tli«  Nary  Dc^tttncBL] 

GsKSRAi.  Order. 

Navy  Dbpabtmkst.  April  5.  rS^t. 

The  Department  announces  to  the  officers  erf  the  Na\-y  and  Marine 
Corps  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harri^ou,  late  President  o£  the  United 
Stales,  which  occurred  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  directs  that,  uniting  with 
Iheir  fellow-citizens  in  the  mnntfestatiocs  of  their  respect  for  the  exalted 
character  and  emiiieut  public  services  of  the  illustrious  deceased,  and  of 
their  sense  of  the  bereavement  the  country  has  sustained  by  this  afSict- 
ing  dispensation  of  Providence,  they  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning 
for  six  months. 

The  Department  further  directs  that  funeral  lionors  be  paid  Itim  at 
iach  of  the  na^-^'-yards  and  on  board  each  of  the  public  v-essels  in  com- 
mi-S-sion  by  firing  twenty-six  minute  guns,  commencing  at  12  o'clock  m, , 
on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  by  wearing  their  flags  at 
half-mast  for  one  week.  j    „  glMMS, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


OFFICIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNBKAL. 

(Fram  offlda]  rcconU  In  llie  Stntc  I>cp«nmri]T.| 

Washington.  April  4.  1841. 

The  drciimstances  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  death  of  the  Presi- 
dent render  it  indispensable  for  us,  in  the  recess  of  Congress  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  Vice-President,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  funeral 
solemnities.  Having  consulted  with  the  family  and  personal  friends 
of  the  deceased,  we  have  concluded  that  the  funeral  be  solemnized  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  The  religious  services  to  be 
T»erformed  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
cliurch  the  deceased  most  usually  worshiped.  The  body  to  be  taken  from 
the  Pi-esideut's  bouse  to  the  Congress  Bur>-ing  Ground,  accompanied  by 
a  military  and  a  civic  procession,  and  deposited  in  the  receiving  tomb. 

The  mihtary  arrangcineuts  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Major-Ocneral 
Macomb,  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  Major-Geoeral  Walter  Jones,  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of 
Coltmibia. 

Commodore  Morris,  the  senior  captain  in  the  Nav>'  now  in  the  city, 
to  have  Ihe  direction  of  the  naval  arrangements. 

The  marshal  of  the  District  to  have  the  direction  of  the  civic  pmccs- 
stuu.  assisted  bythc  mayors  of Washinj^on.  Georgetown,  and AIe:caudriat 
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the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  such  other 
citizens  as  they  may  see  fit  to  call  to  their  aid. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  ex-Presideut  of  the  United  States,  members  of 
Congress  now  in  the  city  or  its  neighborhood,  all  the  members  of  the 
diplomatic  body  resident  in  Washington,  and  all  officers  of  Government 
and  citizens  generally  are  invited  to  attend. 

And  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  officers  of  Government  that 
they  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning. 

DANL.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State. 

T.  EWING, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury. 

JNO.  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney-  General. 

FR.  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-General. 

[The  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  was  absent  from  tbi,  city  ] 

[Prom  offldal  record*  In  the  War  Department.] 

District  Orders. 

Washington,  April  5,  1841. 

The  forgoing  notice  from  the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  informs  you  what  a  signal  calamity  has  befallen  us 
in  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prominent 
part  assigned  you  in  those  funeral  honore  which  may  bespeak  agnation's 
respect  to  the  memory  of  a  departed  patriot  and  statesman,  whose  vir- 
tue and  talents  as  a  citizen  and  soldier  had  achieved  illustrious  services, 
and  whose  sudden  death  has  disappointed  the  expectation  of  still  more 
important  benefits  to  his  country. 

With  a  view  to  carry,  into  effect  the  views  of  these  high  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment in  a  manner  befitting  the  occasion  and  honorable  to  the  miUtia 
corps  of  this  District,  I  request  the  general  and  field  officers,  the  general 
staff,  and  the  commandants  of  companies  to  assemble  at  ray  house 
to-morrow,  Tuesday,  April  6,  precisely  at  10  o'clock,  to  report  the 
strength  and  equipment  of  the  several  corps  of  the  militia  and  to  receive 
final  instructions  for  parade  and  arrangement  in  the  military  part  of  the 
funeral  procession. 

The  commandants  of  such  militia  corps  from  the  neighboring  States  as 
desire  to  unite  in  the  piocessiou  are  respectfully  invited  to  report  to  me 
as  soon  as  practicable  their  intention,  with  a  view  to  arrange  them  in 
due  and  uniform  order  as  a  part  of  the  general  military  escort. 
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The  detail  of  these  arrangements,  to  which  all  the'  military  accessories. 
both  of  the  regulars  and  mihtia,  are  expected  to  conform,  will  be  published 
in  due  time  for  the  information  of  all. 

For  the  present  it  is  deemed  sufficient  to  say  that  the  whole  military 
part  of  the  procession,  including  the  regular  troops  of  every  arm  and 
denomination  and  all  the  militia  corps,  whether  of  this  District  or  of 
the  States,  will  be  consolidated  in  one  column  of  escort,  whereof  Major- 
General  Macomb,  Commander  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  will  take 
the  general  command,  and  Brigadier-General  Roger  Jones,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  will  act  as  adjutant-general 
and  officer  of  the  day.  WALTER  JONES, 

Maj.  Gen.,  Comdg.  the  Militia  0/ Ihe  District. of  Columbia. 

Adjutant-General's  Officb, 

Washing-ton,  April  6,  1841, 
The  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and 
the  major-general  commanding  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
having  been  charged  by  the  executive  of^cers  of  the  Government  with 
the  military  arrangements  for  the  funeral  honors  to  be  paid  to  the  patriot 
and  illustrious  citizen,  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  direct  the  following  order  of  arrangement: 

Okdbr  of  the  Procbssion. 

funeral  escort. 
(In  column  of  march. ) 

Infantry. 

Battalion  of  Baltimore  volunteers. 
,  Company  of  Annapolis  volunteers. 

Battalion  of  Wosbington  volunteers. 

Marines. 

United  States  Marine  Corps. 
Corps  of  commissioQed  officers  of  the  Baltimore  volunteers,  headed  by  s 

major-general. 

Cavalry. 

Squadron  of  Georgetown  Light  Dragoona. 

Artillery. 

Troop  of  United  States  light  artillery. 
Dismounted  officers  of  volunteers,  Maritie  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army  io  the 

order  named. 

Mounted  officers  of  volunteers.  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Arfliy  in  the 

order  named. 

Major-General  Walter  Jones,  commanding  the  militia. 

Aids-de-camp. 

Major-General  Macomb,  Commanding  the  Army. 

Aids-de-Cam  p. 
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CIVIC  PROCESSIOK. 

United  Slates  niiirfih.-)]  for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  mayors  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria. 
Clergy  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  elsewhere. 
Physicians  to  the  I'residenL 
Funeral  car  with  the  corpse. 
Pallhearers. — R.  Cutis,  esq.,  for  Maine;  Hon.  J.  B.Moore,  for  New  Hampshire;  Hon. 
C  Cusbing,  Massachusetts ;  M.  St  C.  Clarke,  esq.,  Rhode  Island;  W.  B.  I.loyd, 
esq.,  Connecticut;  Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  Vermont;  General  John  Granger,  New 
York;  Hon.  G.  C.  Waahii^:ton,  New  Jersey;  M.  Willing,  esq.,  Pennsylvania; 
Hon.  A.  Naudain,  Delaware;  David  Hoffman,  esq.,  Maryland;  Major  Camp,  Vir- 
ginia; Hon.  E.  D.  White,  North  Carolina;  John  Carter,  esq.,  South  Carolina; 
General  D.  L.  Clinch,  Georgia;  Th.  Crittenden,  esq.,  Kentucky;  Colonel  Rogers, 
Tennessee;   Mr.  Graham,  Ohio;  M.   Durald,  esq.,  Louisiana;  General  Robert 
Hanna,  Indiana;  Anderson  Miller,  esq. ,  Mississippi;  D.  G.  Gamsey,  esq. ,  Illinois; 
Dr.  Perrine,  .Mabama;   Major  Rossell,  Missouri;   A.  W,  Lyon,  esq.,  Arkansas; 
General  Howard,  Michigan;   Hon.  J.  D.  Doty,  Wisconsin;   HotL  C.  Downing, 
Florida;  Hon.  W,  B.  Carter,  Iowa;  R.  Smith,  esq.,  District  of  Columbia. 
Family  and  relatives  of  the  late  President 
The  President  of  the  United  States  and  heads  of  Departments. 
Ex-President  Adams. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  district  judges 

of  the  United  States. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore  and  Secretary. 

Senators  and  officers  of  the  Senate. 

Foreign  ministers  and  suites. 

United  States  and  Mexican  commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  under  the 

convention  with  Mexico. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  officers. 

Governors  of  States  end  Territories  and  members  of  State  legislatures. 

Judges  of  the  circuit  and  criminal  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the 

members  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  courts. 

The  judges  of  the  several  States. 

The  Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury,  Auditors,  Treasurer,  Register,  Solicitor,  and 

Commissioners  of  Land  Office,  Pensions,  Indian  Affairs,  Patents,  and  Public 

Buildings. 

The  clerks,  etc.,  of  the  several  Departments,  preceded  by  their  respective  chief 

clerks,  and  all  other  civil  officers  of  the  Government. 

Officers  of  the  Revolution. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war  who  served  under  the  command  of  the 

late  President. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Washington. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Georgetown. 

Corporate  authorities  of  Alexandria. 

Such  societies  and  fraternities  as  may  wish  to  join  the  procession,  to  report  to  the 

marshal  of  the  District,  who  will  assign  them  their  respective  positions. 

Citizens  and  strangers. 

The  troops  designated  to  form  the  escort  will  assemble  in  the  avenue 
north  of  the  President's  house,  and  form  line  precisely  at  11  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  with  its  right  (Captain  Ringgold's 
troop  of  Ught  artillery)  resting  opposite  the  western  gate. 

The  procession  will  move  precisely  at  12  o'clock  m.;  when  minute  guns 
will  be  fired  by  detachments  of  artillery  stationed  near  St.  John's  church 
and  the  City  Hall,  and  by  the  Columbian  Artillery  at  the  Capitol.     At 
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the  same  hour  the  bells  of  the  several  churches  in  Washin^on,  George- 
town, and  Alexandria  will  he  tolled. 

At  sunrise  to-morrow,  the  7th  instant,  a  Federal  salute  will  be  fired 
from  the  military  stations  in  the  viciuity  of  Washirgloii,  niinute  guns 
between  the  hours  of  11  and  3,  and  a  national  salute  at  the  setting  of 
the  sun. 

The  usual  badge  of  mourning  vi-ill  l>e  worn  on  the  left  ami  and  on  the 
hilt  of  the  sword. 

The  Adjutant -General  of  the  Army  is  charged  with  the  mihtary 
arrangements  of  the  day.  aided  by  the  Assistant  Adjutants-General  oa 
duty  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

The  United  States  marshal  of  the  District  has  the  direction  of  the  cine 
proccsaon,  a^ssistcd  by  the  mayors  of  the  cities  of  the  District  and  the 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

By  order:  ROGER  JONES. 

Ad;uta3tt'General  Untied  States  /trrajr. 


CERTIFICATR  OP  THE  DEATH  OP  PRESIDENT  HARRISON. 
[Hnini  DlBda]  ncordi,  whltCD  on  parchmCDt.  in  tbe  SUte  Depamaciit-] 

Washington,  April  4,  A.  D.  tS^r. 
William  Hcnr>'  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States,  departed  this 
life  at  the  President's  house,  in  this  city,  this  morning,  being  Sunday, 
the4lh  day  of  April.  A.  D.  1841,  at  thirty  minutes  before  i  o'clock  En  tlie 
morning;  wc  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribcti  being  in  the  house, 
and  some  of  us  in  his  immediate  presence,  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
W.  W.  SKATON.  DANL.  WEBSTER. 

Mayor  of  WashingUm.  Secrttary  0/ SkUe. 

THOMAS  MILI^ER,  M.  D., 

Attending  Physician. 
ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D., 

Consulting  Physician. 
WM.  HAWLEY, 

Rector  of  St.  John's  Church. 

A.  HUNTER. 
Marshal  of  tht  District  of  Columbia. 

WM.  TliaS.  CARROLL. 

Clerli  of  Supreme  Court  (J.  S. 

FLETCHER  WEaSTER. 

Chief  CUrk  in  the  Stale  Dcpl. 

Let  this  be  duly  recorded  and  placed  among  the  rolls. 

DANL.  WERSTER, 

Secretary  of  State, 
Recorded  iu  Douicstic  letter  Rook  by — 

A.  T.  Mccormick. 


THOMAS  EWING. 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasnry. 

JNO.  BELL. 

Secretary  ef  War. 
J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 

A  tiamey-General. 
FR.  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-  GenertU. 

JOHN  CHAMBERS, 
C.  S.  TODD. 
DAVID  O.  COUPLAND. 
Of  the  President's  Family. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS. 
[FTom  the  Daily  Natlooat  Intelligencer.  April  5. 1B41.] 

Hon.  D.  Webster.  Washington,  AprU  4, 1S41. 

Secretary  0/  State. 

DBAS  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  made  to  us  by  yourself 
and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Cabinet,  the  attending  and  consulting 
pbysiciaos  have  drawn  up  the  abstract  of  a  report  on  the  President's 
case,  which  I  herewith  transmit  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  MILLER, 

Attending  Physician. 

On  Sattifdaj,  March  37,  1841,  President  Hamson,  after  several  days'  previoiu 
indisposition,  was  seized  with  a  chill  and  other  symptoms  of  fever.  The  next  day 
paeomonia,  with  congestion  of  the  liver  and  derangement  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
was  ascertained  to  exist.  The  age  and  debility  of  the  patient,  with  the  immediate 
prostration,  forbade  a  resort  to  general  blood  letting.  Topical  depletion,  blistering, 
and  appropriate  internal  remedies  subdued  in  a  great  measure  the  disease  of  the 
lungs  and  liver,  but  the  stomach  and  intestines  did  not  regain  a  healthy  condition. 
Finally,  on  the  3d  of  April,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  profuse  diarrhea  came  on,  under  which 
be  aai^  at  thirty  minutes  to  i  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 

The  last  words  uttered  by  the  President,  as  heard  by  Dr.  Worthington,  were  these: 
"Sir,  I  wish  yon  to  understand  the  true  principles  of  the  Government.  I  wish  them 
auiwdotit.    I  ask  nothing  more."  THO.  MILLER,  M.  D.. 

Attending  Physician. 
FRED.  MAY,  M.  D., 
N.  W.  WORTHINGTON,  M.  D., 
J.  C.  HALL,  M.  D., 
ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D., 

Consulting  /^ysicians. 


OATH  OF   OFFICE  ADMINISTERED  TO  PRESIDENT  JOHN  TYLER  IN 
THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE  CABINET." 

[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intellisencer.  April ;,  1841.] 

I  do  solenmly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  ofBce  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  ability  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

April  6,  1841.  J««^  TYLER. 

District  op  Columbia, 

City  and  County  of  Washington,  ss: 
I,  William  Cranch,  chief  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
certify  that  the  above-named  John  Tyler  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day, 
and  although  he  deems  himself  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the 

*Tbc  Sccrctsry  of  (be  favy  was  abxnt  tiota  the  dtr. 
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poircrs  anil  office  of  President  en  the  death  of  WlUJam  Henr^  llurison.  late 
dem  of  the  t'nitrd  Slatca,  without  anyolfacr  oath  thiin  thnt  which  he  htm  tiUcen  U 
V'icr-rresidt-nt.  yet  ax  doulils  miyaritf.  and  fcirgretiler  caution,  look  and  Niitncribcd 
tlic  longoina  -mih  before  me.  -^  CKAHCU 

APRIL  6,  1S41. 


PROCI-AMATION. 

To  TBB  PROriJt  OP  TIIR  I'NtTKD  STATB5. 

A  KKCOMUSKDaTION. 

Washikgton,  ^pi/  ij,  1841, 
When  a  Christian  people  feel  ihemselves  to  be  overtaken  b>-  a  great 
public  calamity,  it  becomes  them  to  humble  themselves  under  the  dis- 
jMusaliou  of  Divine  Providence,  to  recognize  His  righteous  government 
over  the  children  of  men,  to  acknowledge  His  goodness  in  titne  past,  as 
well  as  their  own  unworthincss,  and  to  supplicate  His  merciful  protectioiL 
for  the  future. 

The  death  of  William  Henrj-  Harrisoa.  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  so  soon  after  his  elevation  to  that  high  office,  is  a  bereavement 
peculiarly  calculated  to  be  regarded  as  a  heavy  affliction  and  to  impress 
all  minds  with  a  sense  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  thiugs  and  of  the 
dependence  of  nations,  as  well  as  individiwls,  upon  our  Heavenly  Parent, 
I  have  thought,  therefore,  that  I  should  be  acting  in  conformity  with 
the  general  cxpectatioii  and  feehugs  of  the  community  in  recoiumeud- 
iog.  as  I  HOW  do,  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  everj-  religious 
denomination  that,  according  to  their  several  modes  and  forms  of  worship, 
they  observe  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  by  such  religious  services  as 
may  lie  suitable  on  the  occasion:  and  I  recommend  Friday,  the  14th  day 
of  May  next,  for  that  purpose,  to  the  end  that  on  that  day  we  may  all 
with  one  accord  join  in  humble  and  reverential  approach  to  Him  in 
whose  hands  we  are,  invoking  Him  to  inspire  us  with  a  proper  spirit 
and  temper  of  heart  and  mind  under  these  frowns  of  His  providence  and 
slill  to  bestow  His  gracious  benedictions  upon  our  Go\'eniment  and  our 


country. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


[For  "A  resolution  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  Congress  upon 
the  event  oF  the  death  of  William  Henr>-  Harrison,  late  Fiesideiu  fif 
the  United  Stales,"  see  p.  1908.] 


QUESTION. 

I.     What  three  unsatisfactory  schemes  of  finance  have  been  tried 
by  the  United  States?    Page  189S. 


SUGGESTIONS. 

The  untimely  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison  one  year  and 
four  months  after  his  inauguration  prevented  the  making  of  much 
history  during  his  administration;  but  his  able  inaugural  address 
is  an  excellent  summary  of  the  history  of  the  country  at  the  time. 
Pages  i860  to  1876. 

Read  Harrison's  Foreign  Policy.    Page  1873. 


NOTE. 

For  further  suggestions  on  Harrison's  administration,  see  Har- 
rison, William  Henry,  Encyclopedic  Index, 

By  reading  the  Foreign  Policy  of  each  President,  and  by  scan- 
ning the  messages  as  to  the  state  of  the  nation,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  history  of  the  United  States  will  be  acquired  from  the 
most  authentic  sources;  because,  as  has  been  said,  "Each  Presi- 
dent reviews  the  past,  depicts  the  present  and  forecasts  the  future 
of  the  nation." 
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TYLER 

No  president  of  the  Rcpublk  has  creatttl  greater  extremts  of  opinion 
respecting  his  merits  than  John  Tyler;  and  perhaps  another  generation 
must  pass  before  his  administrdtion  can  he  justly  or  impartially  weighed. 
He  came  of  an  oUI  English  family,  which  settled  in  Virginia,  in  the  early 
days  of  that  colony,  and  he  was  the  fifth  John  Tyler  in  the  line  of 
descent  in  his  section  of  the  State.  Some  have  traced  Ihc  family  origin 
to  Watt  Tyler,  the  celebrated  English  agitator,  who  became  famous  by 
his  rebellion  near  tlic  close  of  the  14th  Century.  John  Tyler  seems  to 
have  foreseen  even  in  his  early  manhood  the  inevitalile  clash  to  come 
between  the  slaveholding  aiul  non-slavcholding  States.  As  a  pro-slavery 
man  he  accepted  and  followed  the  lead  of  John  C  Calhoun  in  the  nulli- 
fication branch  of  the  Democratic  party;  and  he  soon  became  a  pnwcr 
to  be  reckoned  with  in  the  politics  of  the  country.  Hw  prominence  was 
such  that  he  xvas  put  on  the  ticket  with  General  W.  H.  Harrison  in  1840, 
when  the  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler"  campaign  developed  into  one  of  the 
most  exciting  episodes  of  .American  politics.  This  campaign  produced 
a  singular  combination,  the  Whigs,  the  "'National  Republicans"  and  the 
"Democratic  Republicans,"  imiting  on  a  ticket  incongruous  in  its  candi- 
dates, bin  claimed  willi  frantic  enthusiasm,  to  represent  the  cherished 
views  of  both  the  North  and  the  South. 

Tylef  was  expected  to  uphold  and  conserve  the  tenets  of  the  State- 
rights  party,  and  to  sec  that  the  Constitution  was  strictly  construed  in 
all  matters  affecting  the  institution  of  slavery. 

In  one  month  after  the  inauguration.  General  Harrison  died,  and 
Tyler  became  President.  Instead  of  reorganizing  the  Cabinet  on  lines 
of  his  own,  he  adopted  the  policy  of  retaining  the  existing  C^ibinet, 
although  many,  and  possibly  all.  of  them  felt  more  or  less  distrust  of 
Mr.  Tyler's  lidclily  to  the  platform  on  which  the  party  had  come  into 
power.  The  iniih  is,  that  the  combination  ticket  of  Harrison  and  Tyler 
was  the  usual  party  trick,  intended  to  unite  discordant  elements,  and 
having  the  sole  object  of  obtaining  voles  enough  to  insure  success. 
Slavery  agitation  had  already  then  become  exciting  if  not  violent.  Har- 
rison was  recognized  as  an  anti-slavery  man,  while  Tyler  was  notoriously 
allied  in  scntimcnl  with  the  extreme  section  of  the  pro-slavery  party  of 
the  South.  His  nomination,  therefore,  in  1840,  on  the  Whig  ticket,  was 
to  reap  the  fruils  of  disaffection  in  the  Democratic  party  rather  than  to 
make  sure  of  fealty  to  Whig  principles  or  to  reward  Mr,  Tyler  for  any 
services  rendered  to  that  parly. 

When  Tyler  vetoed  the  National  Bank  Bill  in  184 1,  his  party  aban- 
doned him  with  curses  and  maledictions  accompanied  with  impardonable 
vehemence  and  violence. 


In  all  other  respects  his  administration  proved  to  be  eminently  suc- 
cessful A  bankruptcy  law,  admittedly  necessary  to  relieve  the  failures 
following  the  panic  of  1837,  was  passed,  and  a  tariff  law  looking  to 
both  revenue  and  protection  was  approved  in  1842.  Just  before  the 
expiration  of  his  term  in  1845,  Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  with 
the  mutual  consent  of  the  parties  in  interest,  and  on  the  true  principles 
of  peaceable  and  healthful  expansion,  under  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  territory  became  at  once  clothed  with  every  constitutional  right, 
and  the  State  itself  took  its  place  as  an  equal  member  of  the  federal 
union.  The  Northeastern  boundary  question  which  had  long  threatened 
the  public  peace  was  honorably  and  satisfactorily  settled  during  his 
administration. 

President  Tyler's  critics  of  that  day  aspersed  his  name  with  immoder- 
ate abuse  and  seem  to  have  delighted  in  calumniating  his  character,  but 
in  the  clearer  light  of  subsequent  history,  it  is  admitted  that  much  of 
this  detraction  may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  smarting  anguish  of  party 
disappointments,  stimulated  and  aggravated  by  the  fierce  and  unreason- 
able passions  which  disgraced  the  politics  of  that  period. 

It  is  now  perfectly  clear  that  the  advantages  of  the  independent 
treasury  system,  then  recently  adopted  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  are  far  better  for  both  government  and  people  than  any 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  fiscal  agencies  of  a  national  bank.  Time, 
indeed,  sets  all  things  even.  And  Tyler's  friends  may  now,  with  some 
justification,  claim  that  his  treason  to  party  proved  to  be  a  blessing  to 
his  country. 

When  the  great  war  of  the  Rebellion  began  in  1861,  he  came  as  a 
delegate  frcMn  Virginia  to  a  "Peace  Convention"  at  Washington,  with 
the  vain  hope  of  averting  the  horrors  which  he  had  already  seen  in  the 
proiAetic  visions  of  his  youth,  but  it  was  too  late. 

He  returned  home  from  his  fruitless  mission  to  join  the  fortunes  of 
his  State  just  then  being  hurried  on  with  frantic  zeal  into  a  war  more 
fruitless  stilL 

John  Tyler  was  not  without  faults,  but  he  was  better  than  many  who, 
with  shameless  contumely,  have  aspersed  his  name. 

He  disregarded  the  behests  of  his  party;  and  no  man  can  survive  this 
act  of  disobedience,  however  justified  he  may  be  in  the  eyes  of  God  or 
of  sensible  men.  The  more  ignorant  or  corrupt  his  party,  the  more 
swift  and  certain  in  his  ruin. 
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John  Tyler 

April  4,  1841,  to  March  4,  1843 


SEE   ENCYCLOPEDIC  INDEX. 

The  Encyclopedic  Index  is  not  only  an  index  to  the  other  volumes,  not  only  a  key  that 
unl.>cki  the  treasures  of  the  entire  publication,  but  it  is  in  itself  an  alpha l>etically  arranged 
b.'ief  hbtory  or  story  of  the  great  controlling  events  constituting  the  History  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  its  proper  alphabetical  classification  the  story  is  told  of  every  great  subject 
referred  to  by  any  of  the  Presidents  in  their  official  Messages,  and  at  the  end  of  each  article 
the  official  utterances  of  the  Presidents  themselves  are  cited  upon  the  subject,  so  that  you 
nuy  readily  turn  to  the  page  in  the  body  of  the  work  itself  for  this  original  information. 

Next  to  the  possession  of  knowledge  is  the  ability  to  turn  at  will  to  where  knowledge 
is  to  be  found. 


HOME  AT  SHERWOOD  FOREST.  GREEXWAY.  VIRGINIA,  OF 

JOHN  TVLEK 

With  reproduction  of  officwl  portrait,  hy  Hraly,  frnin  thf  White  HouK  CoHecttoo 
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Letitia  Christian,  of  Virginia,  President 
Tyler's  first  vA(c,  was  extremely  delicate,  and 
lived  scarcely  two  years  after  his  inauguration. 
She  was  lovely  and  gentle,  highly  accomplished 
and  heantifnl,  great!y  beloved  by  her  husband  and 
family,  but  seldom  seen  in  public.  Therefore  dur- 
ing Iiis  administration  the  White  House  had 
several  mistresses.  The  duties  of  hostess  some- 
times devolved  upon  his  married  daughter,  I)iit 
were  generally  assumed  by  his  daughter-in-law, 
Mrs.  Rolwrt  Tyler,  to  whom  were  ■  relegated  the 
duties  of  [permanent  hostess  until,  in  1844.  the 
President  married  Miss  Julia  Gardiner.  The 
ceremony  took  place  at  the  Church  of  the  A.scen- 
sion  in  Xew  York  City,  and  was  the  first 
instance  of  the  marriage  of  a  President,  which 
fact  excited  intense  interest  throughout  the 
United  States.  Mrs.  Julia  Tyler,  for  the  remain- 
ing eight  months  of  the  term,  filled  her  [Htsitlon 
creditably  and  gracefully.  She  died  in  1S81), 
having  long  outlived  her  husband. 


John  Tyler 


John  Tyler,  second  son  of  Judge  John  Tyler,  goveraor  of  Virginia 
Froni  1808  to  1811,  and  Mary  Armistead,  was  bom  at  Gieenway,  Charles 
City  County,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was  graduated  at  William  and 
Mary  College  in  1807.  At  college  he  showed  a  strong  interest  in  ancient 
history;  was  also  fond  of  poetry  and  music,  and  was  a  skillful  performer 
on  the  violin.  In  1809  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  had  already 
begun  to  obtain  a  good  practice  when  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature. 
Took  his  seat  in  that  body  in  Decembei-,  1811.  Was  here  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Madison's  Administration;  and  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  soon  followed,  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  become  conspicu- 
ous as  a  forcible  and  persuasive  orator.  March  29,  1813,  he  married 
Letitia,  daughter  of  Robert  Christian,  and  a  few  weeks  afterwards  was 
called  into  the  field  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  militia  to  take  part 
in  the  defense  of  Richmond,  threatened  by  the  British.  This  military 
service  lasted  but  a  month.  He  was  reelected  to  the  legislature  annually 
until,  in  November,  1816,  he  was  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives.  Was  reelected  to  the  Fifteenth  and 
Sixteenth  Congresses.  In  1821,  his  health  being  seriously  impaired,  he 
declined  a  reelection  and  retired  to  private  life.  In  1833  he  was  again 
elected  lO  the  Virginia  legislature.  Here  he  was  a  friend  to  the  candi- 
dacy of  William  H.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency.  In  1824  he  was  a 
candidate  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  was  defeated. 
He  opposed  in  1825  the  attempt  to  remove  William  and  Mary  College  to 
Richmond,  and  was  afterwards  made  successively  rector  and  chancellor 
of  the  college,  which  prospered  signally  under  his  management.  In 
December,  1825,  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  to  the  governorship 
of  Virginia,  and  in  the  following  year  was  reelected  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  In  December,  1826,  the  friends  of  Clay  and  Adams  combined 
with  the  Democrats  opposed  to  John  Randolph  and  elected  Mr.  Tyler  to 
the  United  States  Senate.  In  February,  1830,  after  taking  part  in  the 
Virginia  convention  for  revising  the  State  constitution,  he  returned  to 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  found  himself  first  drawn  toward  Jackson  by 
the  veto  message  (May  27)  upon  the  Maysville  turnpike  bill;  supported 
Jackson  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1832,  but  broke  with  the  Admin- 
istration on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the  United 
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States  Bank,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Clay's  resoluttoti  to  censure  the  Pre^* 
dent.  He  wa.s  noiiiiuated  by  the  State-rights  Whigs  for  Vice-President 
i"  1835.  and  at  the  election  on  November  8.  1836,  received  47  electoral 
votes;  but  no  candidate  lla^'ing  a  majority  of  electoral  votes,  the  Scnste 
elected  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  The  legislature  of  Virginia 
having'  instructed  the  Senatont  from  tbat  State  to  vote  for  expnugiug  the 
resolutions  of  censure  upon  President  Jackson,  Mr.  Tyler  refused  to  obey 
the  instructions,  resigned  his  scat,  and  returned  home  Pebmary  ?9,  1836., 
On  Jfinnarj'  10,  1838,  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Virginia  Coloni-l 
uttiou  Society.  In  the  spring  of  1S38  be  was  returned  to  the  Virginia 
legislature.  In  January,  1839,  he  was  a  candidate  for  rcclcctiou  to  the 
IJnited  States  Senate;  the  re.<iult  wa.<i  a  deadlock,  and  the  queivtion  was 
indefinitely  postponed  before  any  choice  bad  been  made.  December  4. 
1S39,  the  Whig  national  convention,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  nominated,  him 
for  'N 'ice- President  on  the  ticket  with  WilUam  Henry  Harrison,  and  at 
the  election  on  November  10,  1840,  he  was  elected,  receiving  234  elect- 
oral votes  to  48  for  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  By  the  death  of 
President  Harrison  April  4,  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  became  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  took  the  oath  of  office  on  April  6.  Among  the  more 
important  events  of  his  Administration  were  the  "Ashburtoii  treaty' 
with  Great  Britain,  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war  in  Florida,  the 
passage  of  the  resolutions  by  Congress  providing  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  the  treaty  with  China.  On  Mny  37,  1S44,  be  was  nominated 
Iot  President  at  a  convention  in  Baltimore,  but  although  at  first  he 
accepted  the  nomination,  lie  subsequently  withdrew  his  name.  On  Jimc 
26.  1844,  Mr,  Tyler  married  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  of  New  York,  his  first 
wife  having  died  September  g,  1842.  After  leaving  the  While  House 
he  took  up  his  residence  on  his  estate,  Sherwood  Forest,  near  Grcenway, 
Va. ,  on  the  bonk  of  the  James  River.  Was  president  of  the  Peace  Con- 
vention held  at  Washington  February  4, 1861.  Afterwards,  as  a  delegate 
lo  the  Virginia  State  convention,  he  advocated  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance of  secession.  In  May,  1861.  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  member 
of  the  provisional  congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  In  the  follcra-inc 
autumn  he  was  elected  to  the  permanent  oongresa,  but  died  at  Richmond 
January  18.  1S1S3.  before  taking  his  seat,  and  was  buried  in  Hollywood 
CemetcT)-,  in  tbat  city. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


To  the  Pecple  of  the  United  States.  Washdioton,  April  p.  r84i. 

Fellow- Citizens:  Before  my  arrival  at  the  seat  of  Government  tbe 
painful  cummunicatiou  wa.^  made  to  you  b>'  the  officers  presiding  over 
the  several  [>epartraents  of  the  deeply  regretted  death  of  WiUiam  Henry 
Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States.     Upon   him   you  bad 
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■onferrecl  your  suffrages  for  the  first  pffice  in  your  gift,  and  liad  neleoied 
bin]  as  your  chiKveii  iii<ilriiiiietit  ta  correct  and  reform  all  such  errors  and 
Abu^c»  a¥  hud  manifested  tbciu:M:lv«  from  lime  to  lime  tii  Oic  practiciU 
opcnttiuii  of  tbv  Govemmenl.  Whilu  litauding  at  thi^  tlirosliuM  of  tlits 
P«st  work  he  has  by  the  dispcnsatiou  of  an  all-wise  Pnn'idcncc  bcea 

,Ktuov*e(l  from  amongst  us,  aud  by  ibe  provisiuDS  of  the  Constitution  tbe 

fcflortb  ti>  \k  directed  to  the  accomplishing  of  this  vitally  iin(K»rtant  task 
have  devolved  upon  myself.  This  same  occurreDCe  tias  subjected  tbc. 
wisdom  and  snfliciciicy  of  our  institutions  to  a  ne^v  test.  For  the  lirFt 
time  in  our  history  the  person  elected  tu  the  Vice-  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  happening  of  a  contingency  provided  foi  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, has  had  devolved  upon  liim  the  Presidential  office.  The  .spirit 
of  faction,  which  is  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  a  lofty  patriotism. 
nuy  find  in  this  occasion  for  assaults  upon  my  Administration;  and 
in  succeeding,  under  oircumslances  so  sudden  and  unexpected  and  to 

I responidbilitics  so  greatly  augmented,  to  the  administration  of  public 
affairs  I  shall  place  in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  tlic  people  my 
joly  sure  reliance.  My  earnest  prayer  .thall  be  constantly  aiulresset!  to 
the  all-wise  aud  all-poiverful  Being  who  made  me,  and  by  whose  disj>en- 
sation  I  am  called  to  the  high  ofBcc  of  President  of  this  Confederacy, 
■understanding  ly  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  that  Constitution  which 
1  haw  sworn  "to  protect,  presen.'e.  «nd  defend." 

The  usual  opportunity  which  is  afforded  to  a  Chief  Magistrate  upon 
bis  induction  to  office  of  presenting  to  his  countrymen  an  exposition  of 
the  poUc>'  which  would  guide  his  Administration,  in  the  form  of  an 

rinaugUTBl  address,  not  liaviug,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
have  brought  me  to  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  of  President  of  the 
United  States,  been  afforded  to  me,  a  brief  expo»tioa  of  the  principles 
which  will  govern  me  in  the  general  course  of  my  administmtion  of 
public  affairs  would  seem  to  be  due  as  well  to  myself  as  to  you. 

In  regard  to  foreign  nations,  the  groundwork  of  my  policy  will  be  jus- 
tice on  oiu*  part  to  all,  submitting  to  injustice  from  none.     While  I  shall 

,  sedulotisty  cultivate  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with  one  and  all, 
it  will  be  my  most  imperative  duty  tu  see  that  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try shall  sustain  no  blemish.  With  a  view  to  this,  the  condition  of 
our  military  defuses  will  become  a  matter  of  anxious  solicitude.  The 
Army,  which  has  in  other  days  covered  itself  with  renown,  and  the 
Navy,  not  inapjiropriately  termed  the  right  arm  of  the  public  defense, 
which  has  spread  a  light  of  glory  over  the  American  standard  in  all  the 
waters  of  the  earth,  should  be  rendered  replete  with  efficiency. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  well  avouched  by  history,  that  the  tendency  of  all 
human  iostitutions  is  to  concentrate  power  in  the  hands  of  a  single  man, 
and  that  their  oltimate  downfall  has  proceeded  from  this  cause,  I  deem  it 
of  the  must  essential  importance  that  a  complete  separation  should  take 

■  place  between  the  sword  and  the  purse.  No  matter  where  or  how  the 
public  moneys  shall  be  deposited,  so  long  as  the  President  can  e:cert 
the  power  of  appointing  and  removing  at  hiH  pleasure  the  agents  ru'lected 
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for  their  custody  the  Conmamler  in  Chief  of  the  Army  ami  Navj-  ts  in 
fact  ihc  treasurer.  A  iwriiiant-iit  :iu<l  radical  change  sliould  therefore  be 
decreed.  The  patronaRc  incident  to  the  Presidential  o£Bcc,  already  great, 
is  constantly  increasing.  Such  increase  is  dcatincd  to  be<.-p  pace  with 
the  growth  of  our  po[)Ulatton,  until,  without  a  figure  of  speech,  an  anny 
of  ofGceholdcrs  nmy  be  spread  over  the  land.  The  unrfetraincd  ixiwcr 
exerted  by  a  selfishly  ambitious  man  in  order  cither  to  •perpetuate  his 
authority  or  to  hand  it  over  to  some  favorite  as  his  successor  may  lead 
to  the  etiiployuient  of  all  the  means  within  his  control  to  accomplish 
his  object.  The  right  to  xcmovc  from  office,  while  subjected  to  tio  just 
restraint,  is  inevHtably  destined  to  produce  a  spirit  of  crouching  sor\-iUty 
with  the  official  corps,  which,  in  order  to  uphold  the  liand  which  feeds 
them,  would  lead  to  direct  aud  active  interference  in  the  elections,  both 
Stale  and  Federal,  thereby  subjecting  the  course  of  State  legislation  to 
the  dictalioii  of  the  chief  executive  officer  and  iiLiking  the  will  of  tlmt 
ofiicer  absolute  and  supreme.  I  will  at  a  proper  time  Inv-oke  the  action 
of  Congres-s  ujwn  this  subject,  and  .shall  readily  acquiesce  in  the  adoption 
of  all  proper  measures  which  are  calculated  to  arrest  these  evils,  so  full  of 
danger  in  their  tendenc>'.  I  will  renio\-e  no  iiictinibcnt  from  office  who 
has  f.iithfully  and  honestly  acquitted  himself  of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
except  ill  such  cases  where  such  officer  has  been  guilty  of  an  active  parti- 
sanship or  by  secret  means — the  less  manly,  and  therefore  the  more  objec- 
tionable— has  given  his  official  influence  lo  the  purposes  of  party,  thereby 
bringing  the  patronage  of  the  Government  in  condict  with  the  freedom 
of  elections.  Numerous  removals  may  become  necessary  under  this  nile. 
These  will  be  made  by  me  through  no  acerbity  of  feeling— 1  have  had  no 
cause  to  cherish  or  indulge  unkind  feelings  toward  any — but  my  con- 
duct will  be  i-egulated  by  a  profound  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  country 
and  its  imstitutions;  nor  shall  I  neglect  to  apply  the  same  unlicndiag 
rule  to  those  of  my  own  appointment.  Freedom  of  opinion  will  be  toler- 
ated, the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  suffrage  will  be  maintained  aa 
the  birthright  of  every  American  citizen;  but  I  say  emphatically  to  the 
official  corps,  "Thus  far  and  no  farther."  I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon 
this  subject  because  removals  from  office  are  likely  often  lo  arise,  and  1 
would  have  my  countrymen  to  understand  the  principle  of  the  Executive 
action. 

In  all  public  expenditures  the  most  rigid  economy  should  be  resorted 
to,  aud,  as  one  of  its  results,  a  public  debt  in  time  of  peace  be  sedulously 
avoided.  A  wise  and  patriotic  constituency  will  never  object  lo  the 
imposition  of  necessjiry  burdens  for  useful  ends,  and  true  wisdom  dic- 
tates the  resort  to  such  means  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
revenue,  rather  than  to  those  doubtful  expedients  which,  ultimating  in 
a  public  debt,  serve  to  embarrass  the  resources  of  the  country  and  to 
lessen  its  ability  to  meet  any  great  emergency  which  may  ari.sc.  All 
sinecures  should  be  abolished.  The  appropriations  should  be  direct  and 
explicit,  so  as  to  leave  as  limited  a  share  of  discretion  to  the  disbursing 
agents  as  may  be  found  compatible  with  the  public  service.     A  strict 
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lability  on  the  part  of  all  the  agents  of  the  Government  should  be 
tmuituned  and  pectilation  or  defalcation  visited  n-ith  immediate  expul- 
sioii  from  ofiice  and  tbc  most  condign  punishment. 

The  public  interest  also  demands  that  if  any  war  has  existed  between 
the  Government  and  the  currtneyit  shall  cease.  Measures  of  a  financial 
cliaracter  now  having  the  sanction  of  legal  enactment  shall  be  faithfully 
enforced  until  repealed  by  the  legi&1ati%'e  authority.  B\it  I  owe  it  to 
myself  to  declare  that  I  regard  existing  enactments  as  unwise  and  impoli- 
tic and  in  a  high  degree  oppressive.  I  shall  promptly  give  my  sanction 
toajiy  constitutional  measure  which,  originating  in  Congres-s,  shall  have 
for  its  ofaiect  the  rcstorattun  of  a  sound  circulating  medium,  so  essentially 
nccciwry  to  give  coofidence  in  all  the  transactions  of  life,  to  secure  to 
indostry  its  just  and  .adequate  rewards,  and  to  reestabli.-Ji  the  public 
prosperity.  In  deciding  upon  the  adaptation  of  any  such  laeasure  to 
tile  end  proposed,  as  well  as  its  conformity  to  the  Constitution,  I  shall 
resort  to  the  fathers  of  the  great  republican  school  for  advice  and  instruc- 
tion, to  be  drawn  from  their  sage  views  of  our  system  of  government  and 
the  light  of  their  c\Tr-glorious  example. 

The  institutions  under  which  wc  liv-c,  my  cotuitrymen,  secure  each 
person  in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  all  his  rights.  The  spectacle  is  exhib- 
ited to  the  world  of  a  government  deri\nng  its  powers  from  the  con.sent  of 
tlic  governed  aud  having  imparted  to  it  only  so  much  power  as  is  neces- 
sary for  its  successful  operation.  Those  who  are  charged  with  its  admin- 
istration should  carefully  abstain  from  all  attempts  to  enlarge  the  range 
of  powers  thus  granted  to  the  several  departments  of  the  Government 
other  than  by  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  additional  grants,  lest  by  so 
doing  Ihey  disturb  that  balance  which  the  patriots  and  statesmen  who 
framed  the  Constitution  designed  to  establi<th  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ermncnt  and  the  States  composing  the  Union,  The  observance  of  these 
rulci  is  enjoined  upon  tis  by  that  feeling  of  reverence  and  affection  which 
&nds  a  place  in  the  heart  of  every  patriot  for  the  preservation  of  union 
aud  the  blesnngs  of  union — for  the  good  of  our  children  and  our  children's 
children  through  countless  generations.  An  opposite  course  cuuld  not 
fail  to  geDcrate  factious  intent  upon  the  gratification  of  their  scl£sh  ends, 
to  give  birth  to  local  and  sectional  jealousies,  and  to  ultimate  either  in 
breaking  asunder  the  bonds  of  union  or  in  building  up  a  central  system 
vrhich  would  inevitably  end  in  a  bloody  scepter  and  au  iron  crown. 

In  conclusioii  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  exert  myself  to 
t^rry  the  foregoing  principles  into  practice  during  my  administration  of 
the  Goi'emment.  and.  confiding  in  the  protecting  care  of  an  ever\%-atch- 
ful  and  overruling  Pro\'idcuce.  it  shall  be  my  first  aud  highest  duty  to 
IMcservc  unimpaired  the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live  and  trans- 
mit tbem  to  those  who  shall  succeed  me  in  their  full  force  and  vigor. 

JOHN  l^LKIt 

[  Tor  proclamation  of  President  Tyler  recommending,  tn  consequence  of 
the  death  of  Ptesident  Harrison,  a  day  of  fastine  aud  prayer,  seep.  iti'>7-J 
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SPECIAL  SESSION  MESSAGE. 


Washingtok,  /une  i,  iS^t. 
Tc  the  SenaU  and  House  of  Represenlalivcs  of  the  UuiUd  Stales. 

Fkllow-Citiikss:  You  have  been  assembled  in  your  respective  hulls 
of  Icgislaiion  unrlcr  a  proclamation  licaring  the  signature  of  the  illustri- 
ous citizen  who  was  so  lately  called  1>y  the  direct  sttflrages  of  the  people 
to  the  discliarge  of  the  important  functions  of  tlieir chief  executi\-e  office. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  a  single  month  from  Ihe  day  of  his  installation  he 
has  paid  thu  great  debt  of  nature,  leaving  behind  liim  a  name  associated 
with  the  recollection  of  numerous  benefits  conferred  upon  the  countrj- 
during  a  long  life  of  patriotic  devotion.  With  this  public  bereavement 
arc  connected  other  considerations  which  will  not  escape  the  attention 
of  Congress.  The  preparations  aecessaiy  for  his  removal  to  the  seat  of 
GoTCmmcnt  in  view  of  a  residence  of  fo\ir  years  must  have  de%'olved 
upon  the  late  Prciiidcnt  heavy  expenditures,  wliich,  if  permitted  to  bur- 
then the  limited  resources  of  his  private  fortune,  may  tend  seriously  to 
the  embarrassment  of  his  surviving  family:  and  it  is  therefore  respect- 
fully submitted  to  Congress  whether  the  ordinary  principles  of  justice 
would  not  dictate  the  propriety  of  its  legislative  interposition.  By  the 
provisions  of  the  fundamental  taw  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  high 
stntion  to  which  he  n'as  elected  lia^'e  devoH'ed  upon  me,  and  in  the 
dispositions  of  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  will 
be  found,  to  a  great  extent,  a  solution  of  tlie  problem  to  which  our 
institutions  are  for  the  first  time  subjected. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  office  I  did  not  feel  that  it  would  be 
becoming  in  mc  to  dL<iturh  what  had  been  ordered  by  my  lamented  prede- 
cessor. Wlifttever,  therefore,  may  have  been  my  opinion  originally  a£ 
to  the  propriety  of  convening  Congress  at  so  early  a  day  from  that  of  its 
late  adjournment,  I  found  a  new  and  controlling  inducement  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  patriotic  desires  of  the  late  President  in  the  novelty  of  the 
situation  in  which  T  was  so  unexpectedly  placed.  My  first  wish  under 
such  circumstances  would  necessarily  have  been  to  Iiavc  called  to  my 
aid  in  the  adtntniatration  of  public  affairs  the  combined  wisdom  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Cons^rcss.  in  order  to  take  their  counsel  and  advice  as  to 
the  best  mode  of  extricating  the  Gwerameot  and  the  country  from  the 
embarrassments  weighing  heavily  on  both.  I  am,  then,  most  happy  in 
finding  myself  so  soon  after  my  accession  to  the  Presidency  surrounded 
by  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  States  and  people. 

No  important  clianges  having  taken  place  in  our  foreign  relations  since 
the  lost  session  of  Congress,  it  is  not  deemed  neccssar>'  on  this  occasion 
to  go  into  a  delailed  slatemifiit  in  icgard  to  them.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  [  see  nulliing  to  destroy  (he  hope  of  being  able  to  preserve  peace. 


John  Tyler  1894 

The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal  has  been  duly  exchanged 
between  the  two  Governiaents.  This  Government  has  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  the  interests  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  claims  on  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain  founded  on  express  treaty  stipulations,  and  a  hope  is 
indulged  that  the  representations  which  have  been  made  to  that  Govern- 
ment on  this  subject  may  lead  ere  long  to  beneficial  results. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  Secretarj-  of  State  and 
the  minister  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  accredited  to  this  Govemmmt 
on  the  subject  of  Alexander  McI,eod's  indictment  and  imprisonment, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated  to  Congress. 

In  addition  to  what  appears  from  these  papers,  it  may  be  proper  to 
State  that  Alexander  McLeod  has  been  heard  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State  of  New  York  on  his  motion  to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment, 
and  that  the  decision  of  that  court  has  not  as  yet  been  pronounced. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  addressed  to  me  a  paper  upon  two  subjects 
interesting  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  which  will  receive  my  con- 
sideration, and  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Congress. 

So  far  as  it  depends  on  the  course  of  this  Government,  our  relations  of 
good  will  and  friendship  will  be  sedulously  cultivated  with  all  nations. 
The  true  American  policy  will  be  found  to  consist  in  the  exercise  of  a 
spirit  of  justice,  to  be  manifested  in  the  discharge  of  all  our  international 
obligations  to  the  weakest  of  the  family  of  nations  as  well  as  to  the  most 
powerful.  Occasional  conflicts  of  opinion  may  arise,  but  when  the  dis- 
cussions incident  to  them  are  conducted  in  the  language  of  truth  and 
■with  a  strict  regard  to  justice  the  scourge  of  war  will  for  the  most  part 
be  avoided.  The  time  ought  to  be  regarded  as  having  gone  by  when 
a  resort  to  arms  is  to  be  esteemed  as  the  only  proper  arbiter  of  national 
differences. 

The  census  recently  taken  shows  a  regularly  progressive  increase  in  our 
population.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  our  num- 
bers  scarcely  equaled  3,000,000  souls;  they  already  exceed  17,000,000, 
and  will  continue  to  progress  in  a  ratio  which  duplicates  in  a  period  of 
about  twenty-three  years.  The  old  States  contain  a  territory  sufficient 
in  itself  to  maintain  a  population  of  additional  millions,  and  the  most 
populous  of  the  new  States  may  even  yet  be  regarded  as  but  pariially 
settled,  while  of  the  new  lands  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  immense  region  which  stretches  from  the  base  of  those 
mountains  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  about  770,000,000  acres, 
ceded  and  imceded,  still  remain  to  be  brought  into  market.  We  hold  out 
to  the  people  of  other  countries  an  invitation  to  come  and  settle  among 
as  as  members  of  our  rapidly  growing  family,  and  for  the  blessings  which 
we  offer  them  we  require  of  them  to  look  upon  our  country  as  their  coun- 
try and  to  tmite  with  us  in  the  great  task  of  preserving  our  institutions 
and  thereby  perpetuating  our  liberties.  No  motive  exists  for  foreign 
conquest;  we  desire  but  to  reclaim  our  almost  illimitable  wildernesses 
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Rnd  to  intnxhicc  iuto  llicir  dcptlis  the  lights  of  civilizatioD.  While  we 
sliall  iit  all  liiiit:»  Im-  ]>[v[X(ietl  to  vindicate  the  natioaal  honoc,  our  mosL 
carDCrit  ilcsir*  will  iic  to  maimaiii  an  unbroken  peace. 

In  presenting  the  forej^oiiig  views  I  can  not  withhold  the  expression 
of  the  opinion  that  there  exists  iiutliitig  in  the  t-xlcusiou  of  oar  Empire 
over  our  acknowledged  pusscssioiib  to  excite  the  alann  of  the  patriot  for 
the  safety  of  cur  institutions.  The  federative  system,  leaving  to  each 
State  the  care  of  its  domestic  coiicems  and  de^'olving  on  the  Federal 
Ooveniment  those  of  geueral  import,  aiUnits  in  safety  of  the  greatest 
expansion;  but  at  the  same  time  I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  there  wiU 
be  found  to  exist  at  oJl  times  an  imperious  necessity-  for  re«;triiining  all 
the  functionaries  of  this  Govenimeut  uithiu  the  range  of  their  respective 
powers,  thereby  preacr\"ing  a  just  balance  between  the  powers  granted  to 
this  Government  and  those  Tcscri'ed  to  the  States  and  to  the  peoplc. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  you  will  perceive 
tliat  the  fiscal  means,  present  and  uccruiug.  arc  insufficient  to  supply 
tlie  wants  of  the  Government  for  the  ctirrcut  year.  The  btilauce  in  the 
Tre&.?ury  on  the  4th  day  of  March  last  not  covered  by  outstanding  dmftx, 
and  exclusive  of  trust  funds,  is  estiujated  at  !f36o,oco.  Tliis  include* 
the  sum  of  $313,000  deposited  in  the  Mint  and  lis  brauchcS  to  procure 
metal  for  coining  and  in  process  of  coinage,  and  which  could  not  he 
withdrawn  without  inconvenience,  thus  leaving  subject  to  draft  in  the 
various  depositories  the  sum  of  $645,000.  By  virtue  of  two  several 
acts  of  Congress  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized' to  issue 
on  and  after  the  4tli  day  of  Matxrh  last  Treasiirj*  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$5,413,000.  makiug  an  aggregate  available  fund  of  $6,058,000 on  hand. 

But  this  fimd  was  chargeable,  with  outstanding  Treasury  notes  re- 
deemable in  the  current  year  and  Interest  thereon,  to  the  estimated 
amotmt  of  $5,280,000.  There  is  also  thrown  upon  the  Treasury  the 
pi  yuicnt  of  a  large  amount  of  demands  accrued  in  whole  or  in  part  in 
former  years,  which  will  exhaust  the  available  meaus  of  the  Treasury 
and  leave  the  accruing  revenue,  reduced  as  it  is  iu  amount,  burthencd 
with  debt  aud  charged  with  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  outstanding  appropriations  on  the  4tb  day 
of  March  last  was  $.^.^.439,616. 50.  of  which  $24,210,000  will  be  re- 
quired during  the  current  year ;  aud  there  will  also  be  required  foi  the 
use  of  the  War  Department  additional  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$2.5)  i,i32.<)S,  the  special  objects  of  which  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary'  of  War.  The  anticipated  means  of  the 
Treasury  are  greatly  inadequate  to  this  demand.  The  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  last  year  aud  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year  amounted  to  $12,100,000;  the  receipts  for  lauds  for 
the  same  time  to  $2,742,450,  shewing  an  average  revenue  from  both 
sotnces  of  $1,236,870  per  month. 

A  gradiuil  expansion  of  trade,  growing  out  of  a  restoration  of  confi- 
dence, together  with  arediirtion  in  theexpeasesofcollcctingand  punc- 
tuality' on  the  part  of  collecting  o£Bccrs,  may  cause  an  addition  to  the 
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monthly  receipl»  from  ihe  customt).  They  arc  estimated  for  ihe  residue 
of  the  y«ar  from  the  4th  of  March  at  $12,000,000.  The  receipts  from 
llie  public  lands  for  the  same  time  are  esl!mate<l  at  $2,500,000,  and 
fioiu  niiscellaiieous  sources  at  $i7o,cx».  making  an  aggregate  of  avail- 
able fund  within  the  year  of  ${5,315,000.  which  will  leave  a  probable 
de6cit  of  $11,406,132.98.  To  meet  this  some  temporar>-  pro^-ision  ia 
necessary'  until  the  amount  can  be  absorbed  by  the  excess  of  reveuuea 
which  arc  anticipated  to  arcruc  at  no  distant  day. 

There  n-ill  fail  due  within  the  next  three  months  Trctsuo'  notes  of  the 
iesuet  of  1S40,  including  interest,  ahou.  $3,850,000.  There  is  charge- 
in  the  same  [>eriixl  for  arrearages  for  taking  the  Sixth  Census 

)4,aoo,  and  the  c^itimatcd  expenditures  for  the  current  service  are 
about  $8,100,000,  making  the  aggregate  demand  upon  the  Treasury 
prior  to  the  ist  of  September  next  about  $11,340,000. 

The  ways  and  means  in  tlie  Treasury  and  estimated  to  accrue  within 
tbe  above-named  period  const.-)t  of  about  $694,000  of  funds  available 
on  the  zSth  altimo,  an  unissned  balance  of  Treasury  notes  authorized  by 
tbe  act  of  1841  amounting  to  $1,955,000,  and  estimated  receiptJi  from  all 
sourcesof  $3,800,000.  making  an  aggregate  of  about  $6. 450.000.  and  leav- 
ing a  probable  deficit  on  the  rat  of  September  next  of  $4,843,000. 

In  order  to  supply  the  want*  of  the  Government,  an  intelligent  coo- 
stitueuc>'.  in  view  of  tlieir  best  interests,  will  without  hesitation  submit 
to  all  necessary  burthens.  But  it  Ls  neverthelcs,s  important  so  to  impose 
tbetn  as  toa\-oid  defeating  the  just  expectations  of  tlic  country  growing 
out  of  preexisting  laws.  The  act  of  ihe  3d  of  March,  t833,  commonly 
called  the  "compromise  act,"  should  not  l;e  altered  except  under  urgent 
necessities,  which  are  not  believed  at  this  time  to  exist.  One  year  only 
remains  to  complete  tbe  series  of  reductions  provided  for  by  that  law, 
at  which  time  pru\-istons  made  by  the  same  law,  and  which  then  will 
be  brought  actively  in  aid  of  the  manufacturiog  interests  of  the  Union, 
will  not  fail  to  produce  the  moeit  beneficial  results.  Under  a  system  of 
discriuiinatiug  duties  imposed  for  purposes  of  revenue,  in  iinisou  witli 
tbe  provisions  of  existing  laws,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  pohcy  will 
tn  the  future  be  fixed  and  permanent,  so  as  to  avoid  those  constant 
Bucttutioos  wbidi  defeat  the  very  objects  they  have  in  view.  We  shall 
thus  best  maintain  a  position  which,  while  it  will  enable  us  the  more 
readily  to  meet  the  advances  of  other  countries  calculated  to  jiromote 
our  trade  and  commerce,  will  at  the  same  time  leave  in  our  owu  hands 
tbe  means  of  retaliating  nith  greater  effect  unjust  regulations. 

In  intimate  connection  with  the  question  of  revenue  is  that  which 
makes  provision  for  a  suitable  fiscal  agent,  capable  of  adding  increased 
facilities  in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenues,  ren- 
dering more  secure  their  custody,  and  consulting  n  true  economy  in  the 
great,  multiplied,  and  delicate  oi>erations  of  the  Treasury*  Department. 
Upoti  such  an  agent  depends  in  an  eminent  degree  the  e.'ilablishmeut  of 
a  currency  of  uniform  value,  which  is  of  so  great  importance  to  all  the 
emential  interests  of  society,  and  on  the  wisdom  to  be  manifested  in  it» 
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creation  much  depends.  So  intimately  interwo^'ea  are  its  operations, 
not  only  with  the  interests  of  iadividtials,  but  of  States,  that  it  may  tie 
regarded  to  a  great  degree  as  controlling  both.  If  paper  be  aaed  as  the 
chief  niedinra  of  circulation,  and  tlie  power  be  vested  in  the  G<nTnimeut 
of  issuing  it  at  pleasure,  either  iu  the  form  of  Treasur>'  drafts  or  any 
other,  or  if  banks  be  used  as  the  public  depositories,  with  liberty  to 
regard  all  Mirplu»es  from  day  to  day  as  so  much  added  to  their  active 
capital,  prices  are  exposed  to  coustant  fluctuations  and  industry  to  severe 
suffering.  In  the  one  case  political  cousideratioiis  directed  to  party  pur- 
poses may  control,  while  excessive  cupidity  may  prevail  in  the  other. 
The  public  is  thus  constantly  liable  to  impcsilion.  Expousions  and 
contractions  may  follow  each  other  in  rapid  succession — the  one  engen- 
dering a  recklcAs  spirit  of  adventure  and  speculation,  which  embrace* 
States  as  well  as  individtiaLs,  the  other  caujang  a  fall  in  price."*  and 
8ccompli.<0iiiig  an  entire  change  in  the  a.spect  of  affairs.  Stocks  nf  all 
sorts  rapidly  decline,  indi^duals  arc  ruined,  and  States  embarrassed 
even  in  their  efforts  to  meet  with  pimctuality  the  interest  on  their  debts. 
Such,  unhappily,  is  the  couditiou  of  tilings  iio»v  existing  iu  the  United 
States,  These  efEectt  may  readily  be  traced  to  the  causes  abo\-e  referred 
to.  The  public  revenues,  being  removed  from  the  then  Bank  of  the 
United  Stnles,  under  an  order  of  a  late  President,  were  placed  in  selected 
State  banks,  which,  actuated  by  the  double  motive  of  conciliating  the 
Govcmmeut  and  auginentiug  their  profits  to  the  greatest  possible  extent, 
enlarged  extravagantly  their  discounts,  thius  enabling  all  other  existing 
banks  to  do  the  .same;  large  dindcnds  were  declared,  which,  stimulating 
the  cupidity  of  capitaUsts,  caused  a  rush  to  be  made  to  the  legislatives 
of  tlic  rci^>ective  Status  for  similar  acts  of  incorporation,  which  by 
many  of  tlie  States,  under  a  temporary  infatuation,  were  readily  granted, 
and  thus  the  augmentation  of  the  circulating  medium,  consisting  almosT 
exclusively  of  paper,  produced  a  most  fatal  deluMon.  An  illustration 
derived  from  the  land  sales  of  the  period  alluded  to  will  serve  best  to 
show  the  effect  of  the  whole  system.  The  uvcraKC  sales  of  the  jmblic 
lauds  for  a  period  of  ten  years  prior  to  1834  bad  not  much  exceeded 
$3,000,000  per  annum.  In  1834  they  attained  in  round  numbers  to  the 
omoimt  of  $6,000,000;  in  the  succeeding  year  of  1835  they  reached 
$16,000,000,  and  the  next  year  of  1836  they  amounted  to  the  enor- 
mous stira  of  $25,000,000,  thus  crowding  into  the  short  .space  of  three 
years  upward  of  twenty-three  years'  purchase  of  the  public  domain. 
So  apparent  had  become  the  necessity  of  arresting  this  course  of  thiotja 
that  the  executive  department  assumed  the  higlily  questionable  power  of 
discriminating  in  the  funds  to  be  used  in  pa>Tnent  by  different  classes 
I'f  jmblic  debtors — a  discrimination  which  was  doubtless  designed  to 
correct  this  most  ruinous  state  of  things  by  the  exaction  of  .specie  in  »1) 
pavmcnts  for  the  public  lands,  but  which  could  not  at  once  arrest  the 
tide  which  hadsoaUongly  set  iu.     Hence  the  demands  for  specie  became 
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nuceasinK.  and  corresponding  prcstratiuu  rapidly  ensued  under  the 
icccsHitics  created  ivUli  the  banks  tu  curtail  their  discounts  aad  thereby 
to  reduce  their  circulatiuu.  I  recur  to  these  things  with  uo  disposi- 
tion  to  censure  preexisting  Admiuiiit rations  of  the  Government,  but 

^^mply  iu  exemplification  of  the  tmth  of  the  position  which  E  have 
If,  then,  any  fiscal  agent  which  may  be  created  .shall  be 

^^placed,  without  due  restrictions,  either  in  the  hands  of  the  administra- 
t0C3  of  the  Goveniment  or  those  of  pri\'ate  individuals,  llic  temptation 

.to  abase  will  prQ\'e  to  be  resistless.  Objects  of  political  aggrandize- 
meat  may  seduce  the  first,  and  the  promptings  of  a  boundlcM  cupidity 
will  assail  the  last.     Aided  \fj  Che  experience  of  the  past,  it  will  be  the 

^^leasure  of  Congress  so  to  guard  and  fortify  thf  public  interests  in 
creation  of  any  new  agent  as  to  place  thwn,  so  far  as  human  wis- 
dom can  accomplish  it,  on  a  footing  of  perfect  security.     Within  a  few 

,  years  past  tliree  different  schemes  liave  been  before  the  countrj-.     The 

I  charter  of  the  Bank  of  th^  Uuited  States  expired  by  its  ou-n  Limitations 
in  1836.  An  effort  was  made  to  renew  it,  which  received  the  saaction 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congrcssi.  but  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States  exercised  his  veto  power  and  the  tnea.sure  n'a.<;  defeated.  A  regard 
to  tmth  requires  me  to  say  that  the  President  -n-as  fully  sustained  i^< 
th«  course  he  Iiad  taken  by  the  popular  voice.     His  successor  to  the 

'  chair  of  state  unqualifiedly  pronounced  his  opposition  to  any  new  char- 
ter of  a  similar  institution,  and  not  only  the  popular  election  which 
brought  him  into  power,  but  the  elections  through  mudi  of  his  term, 
seemed  clearly  to  indicate  a  coucurreoce  with  him  in  sentiment  on  the 
part  of  the  people.  After  the  public  moneys  were  withdrawn  from 
the  United  States  Bank  they  were  placed  iu  deposit  with  the  State  banks, 
and  the  result  of  that  policy  has  been  before  the  countrj-.  To  say  noth- 
i«g  as  to  the  question  whether  that  experiment  was  made  under  pro- 
jutioas  or  adverse  ctrcumstances,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  it  did 

*iecav«  the  ttnqtiaUfied  oondemnation  of  most  of  its  early  advocates,  and,  it 
is  believed,  was  also  condemned  by  the  popular  sentiment.  The  existing 
subtreAsnry  system  does  not  seem  to  stand  in  higher  favor  with  the  peo- 
ple, but  has  recently  been  condemned  in  a  manner  too  plainly  iudicated 
to  admit  of  a  doubt.  Thus  in  the  short  period  of  eight  years  the  popu- 
lar voice  may  be  regarded  as  ha^ng  successively  condemned  each  of  the 
three  schemes  of  finance  to  which  I  have  adverted.  As  to  the  first,  it 
vas  introduced  at  a  time  (i8i6)when  the  State  hanks,  then  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  had  beca  forced  to  suspend  .specie  payments  by 
reason  of  the  war  which  had  prenously  prevailed  with  Great  Britain. 
Whether  if  the  United  States  Bank  charter,  which  expired  in  181 1,  had 
been  renewed  in  due  season  it  would  have  been  enabled  to  continue 
l^Msde  payments  during  the  n'ar  and  the  disastrous  period  to  the  com* 
merce  of  the  country  which  immediately  succeeded  is.  (o  say  the  least, 
problematical,  and  whether  the  Uuited  States  Bank  of  1816  produced  a 
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rcntoTBtion  of  specie  paymiiits  or  the  same  was  acxroiuplishctl  through 
the  iti£tn)m<.-iitaUt>-  of  other  meaus  was  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  at  that 
time  to  dctcrmitie.  Certain  it  is  that  for  tlic  first  years  of  the  opcnttioi] 
of  tliat  bank  its  course  w&&  as  disastrous  as  for  the  greater  part  of  its 
subsequent  career  it  became  eminently  sucxessful.  As  to  the  second,  the 
experiment  wfis  tried  with  a  redundant  Treasury,  which  conunued  lo 
increase  until  it  seemed  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  distribute  the  sur* 
plus  revenue  among  the  States,  which,  operating  at  the  same  time  with 
the  specie  circular  and  the  causes  before  adverted  to.  caused  them  to 
suspend  ^leeie  pav-ments  and  in%'olved  the  country  in  the  greatest  embar- 
rassment.  And  as  to  the  third,  if  carried  through  all  the  stages  of  its' 
trausmutaiion  from  paper  and  specie  to  nothing  but  the  precious  metals. 
to  say  nothing  of  the  iuaecurity  of  the  public  moneys,  its  injurious  effects 
ha^-c  been  anticiixited  by  the  coantr>-  iu  its  unqualified  coudemnatkm. 
What  is  now  to  be  regarded  as,  the  judgment  of  the  American  people  on 
this  whole  subject  1  have  no  accurate  mean»  of  determining  but  by  appeal- 
ing to  their  more  immediate  representatives.  The  late  contest,  which  fl 
terminated  in  the  election  of  General  Harrison  to  the  Presidency,  was 
iecided  on  principles  well  Icnown  and  openly  declared,  and  while  the 
subtreasury  received  in  the  result  the  most  decided  condemnation,  yet  do  fl 
other  scheme  of  finance  seemed  to  have  l>cen  concurred  in.  To  >-ou, 
tliett.  who  have  come  more  directly  from  the  body  of  our  commOQ  con- 
stituents, I  submit  the  entire  question,  as  best  qualified  to  give  a  full 
ex]xisition  of  their  wishes  and  opinions.  I  shall  be  ready  to  concur 
\\\K\\  you  in  the  adoptiou  of  such  system  as  you  may  propose,  reserving 
to  myself  the  ultimate  power  of  rejecting  any  measure  which  may,  In  fl 
my  \new  of  it,  conflict  with  the  Constitution  or  otherwise  jeopardize  the  ™ 
prosperity  of  ilie  country — a  power  which  I  could  not  part  with  even 
if  [  would,  but  which  I  will  not  believe  any  act  of  yours  will  call  into 
reqtiisition. 

I  can  not  avoid  recurring,  in  connection  with  this  saibject,  to  the  neces- 
sity which  exiits  for  adopting  some  suitable  measure  whereby  the  unlim- 
ited creation  of  banks  by  the  States  may  be  corrected  in  future.  Such 
result  can  be  most  readily  achieved  by  the  consent  of  the  States,  to  be 
expressed  in  the  form  of  a  compact  among  themselves,  which  they  can 
only  enter  into  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  this  Goverumeut — a 
consent  which  might  in  the  present  emergency  of  the  public  demands 
justifiably  be  given  by  Congress  in  advance  of  any  action  by  the  States,  as 
au  iuducenieut  to  such  action ,  upon  terms  well  defined  by  the  act  of  tender. 
Such  a  measure,  addressing  itself  to  the  calm  reflection  of  the  States, 
would  find  in  the  experience  of  the  past  and  the  condition  of  the  present 
much  to  sustain  it;  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  doubted  whether  any  scheme 
of  finance  can  prove  for  any  length  of  time  successful  while  the  States 
shall  continue  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  power  of  creating 
banking  corporatious.     This  power  can  only  be  limited  by  their  consent. 
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Witt]  tlie  adoption  o£  a  finGRcial  ngencyof  a  satisfactory  cliaract«r  tlie 
hope  tiiay  \tc  indulged  that  tlie  country  niay  once  more  retiim  to  a  state 
of  prosjierity.     Mea.sur<.-%  auxiliary  thereto,  auil  in  some  measure  insepa- 
ralily  counecletl  with  its  success,  will  doubtless  claim  the  attention  of 
Congress.     AoTong  sucli.  n  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  provided  such  distribution  docs  not  force  upon  Congress 
ibc  ttcccs^ty  of  tmpofiiug  upon  cotumercc  heavier  burthens  than  thos« 
contemplated  by  lh«  act  of  1833,  vronld  act  as  an  efficient  remedial  meas- 
ure by  being  brought  directly  in  aid  of  the  States.     As  one  sincerely 
de\'oled  to  the  task  of  presrrv-itig  a  just  balance  iu  our  system  of  Govern- 
ment b>-  the  inainlcnauce  of  the  States  ia  a  coudiliou  the  most  free  and 
^fc^xctable  and  iu  the  full  possessiou  of  all  their  power.  I  cau  no  other- 
irise  than  feel  desirous  for  their  enioitcipation  from  the  situation  to  which 
the  pfcssurc  on  their  finances  now  subjects  tliem.     And  while  I  must 
repudiate,  as  a  measure  founded  in  error  and  wanting  coustiluUoiial 
sanction,  the  slightest  approach  to  an  assumption  by  this  Government  of 
d^ts  of  the  Statcji.  yet  [  can  sec  iu  the  distribution  adverted  to  much 
'to  recommend  it.     The  compacts  between  the  proprietor  States  and  Uits 
Government  expressly  guarantee  to  the  Slates  all  the  beueiits  wliicli  may 
arise  from  the  sates.    The  mode  by  which  this  is  to  be  effected  addresses 
itself  to  the  discretion  of  Congress  as  the  trustee  for  the  States,  and  its 
exercise  after  the  most  Iteneiicinl  manner  is  restrained  by  nothing  in  the 
Lgrauts  or  in  the  Constitution  so  long  as  Congress  shall  consult  thatequal- 
'  it]-  in  the  distributioii  which  the  compacts  require.     In  the  present  con* 
dilion  of  some  of  the  States  the  question  of  distribution  may  be  regarded 
as  substantially  a  qiiestiofi  between  direct  and  indirect  taxation.     If  the 
distributioD  be  not  made  in  some  fonn  or  other,  the  necessity  will  daily 
I  become  more  urgent  with  the  debtor  States  for  a  resort  to  an  oppressive 
Lsystem  of  direct  taxation,  or  their  credit,  and  necessarily  their  power  and 
inSncDCe.  will  be  greatly  diminished.     The  payment  of  taxes  after  the 
most  inconvenient  and  oppressive  mode  will  be  exacted  in  place  of  con- 
tributions for  the  most  part  voluntarily  made,  and  therefore  compara- 
tively unopprcssivc.     The  Slates  are  emphatically  the  constituents  of  this 
Govcnunent,  and  we  should  be  entirely  regardless  of  llie  objects  held  in 
^icw  by  them  in  the  creation  of  thU  Government  if  we  could  he  indiffer- 
ent to  their  good.     The  happy  effects  of  such  a  measure  upon  ail  the 
States  would  immediately  be  manifested.     With  the  debtor  Stales  it 
would  effect  the  relief  to  a  great  extent  of  the'  citizens  from  a  heavy 
bnrtlien  of  direct  taxation,  which  presses  witb.  severity  on  the  laboring 
[classes,  and  eminently  assist  in  restoring  the  general  pTosi>erity.     An 
I  immediate  advance  would  take  place  in  the  price  of  the  State  securities, 
and  the  altitude  of  the  States  would  become  once  more,  as  it  should  ever 
be,  lofty  and  erect.     With  States  laboring  under  110  extreme  pressure 
from  debt,  the  fund  which  they  would  derive  from  this  source  woidd 
enable  them  to  improve  their  condition  in  an  eminent  decree.     So  far 
62 


I90I 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidenlx 


as  this  Government  is  concerned,  nppmpriations  to  domestic  objects 
approaching  in  amount  ihe  revenue  deriwd  from  llie  land  sales  niiglit 
be  abandoned,  mid  t1iii>i  a  system  of  niicqtuil,  and  tbercfore  unjust, 
legislation  would  \k  RuKstitutcd  by  one  dispensing  rquoJity  to  all  the 
members  of  this  Confederacy.  Whether  such  distribution  should  be 
made  directly  to  the  States  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or  in  the  form 
of  profits  by  virtue  of  the  operations  of  any  fiscal  agenc}'  liaving  those 
proceeds  as  its  basis,  should  such  measure  be  contemplated  hy  Congress, 
would  welt  deserve  its  consideration.  Nor  would  such  disposition  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  in  any  manner  prevent  Congress  from  lime 
to  time  from  passing  all  neccssan.'  preemption  laws  for  the  benefit  of 
acttial  settlers,  or  from  making  any  new  arrangement  as  to  tlie  price 
of  tht?  public  lauds  which  might  iu  future  be  esteemed  desirable. 

I  beg  lea\'e  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying 
report  from  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  Besides  the  present  state  of  the 
war  wliicb  has  so  long  afflicted  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  various 
other  matters  of  interest  therein  referred  to,  you  will  learn  from  it  that 
the  Secretary  has  instituted  an  inquiry  into  abuses,  which  promises  to 
develop  gross  enormities  in  connection  with  Indian  treaties  which  lia\*c 
been  negotiated,  as  well  as  In  the  expenditures  for  the  removal  and  siib- 
Bistence  of  the  Indians.  He  represents  also  other  irregularities  of  a 
serious  nature  that  have  grown  up  in  the  practice  of  the  Indian  [depart- 
ment, which  will  require  the  appropriation  of  upward  of  $200,000  to 
correct,  and  which  claim  the  immediate  attcutiun  of  Congress, 

In  rcSccting  on  the  proper  meaob  of  defending  the  countrj*  wc  can  not 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  consequences  which  the  introduction  and  use  of  the 
power  of  steam  upou  the  ocean  ore  likely  to  produce  in  wars  between 
maritime  slates.  We  can  not  yet  see  the  extent  to  which  this  power 
may  be  applied  in  belligerent  operations,  connecting  itself  as  it  does  mith 
recent  improvements  in  the  science  of  gunnery  and  projectiles;  but  we 
need  have  no  fear  of  being  left,  iu  regard  to  Uiesc  things,  behind  the 
most  active  and  skillful  of  other  nations  if  the  genius  and  enterprise 
of  our  fellow-citizens  receive  proper  encouragement  and  direction  from 
Govcmment. 

True  wisdom  would  ne\*erlheless  seem  to  dictate  the  necessity  of  pladng 
in  perfect  condition  those  fortifications  which  are  designed  for  the  pro* 
tecttou  of  our  principal  cities  and  roadsteads.  For  the  defense  of  our 
extended  maritime  coast  our  chief  reliance  should  t^  pbced  on  our  Navy, 
aided  by  those  iuventions  which  are  destined  to  recommend  theinseU'CS 
to  public  adoption,  but  no  time  should  be  lost  in  placing  our  principal 
cities  on  the  sealxiard  and  the  Lakes  in  a  state  of  entire  security  from  for- 
eign assault.  Separated  as  we  are  from  the  countries  of  (he  Old  World, 
and  in  much  unaffected  by  their  policy,  wc  arc  happily  relic^'ed  from  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  large  standing  armies  in  times  of  peace.  The 
policy  which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe  shortly  after  the  conclusion  of 
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the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  of  preserving  a  regularly  organized  staff 
sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  large  military  force  should  a  necessity 
for  one  arise  is  founded  as  well  in  economy  as  in  true  wisdom.  Provi- 
sion is  thus  made,  upon  filling  up  the  rank  and  file,  which  can  readily  be 
done  on  any  emergency,  for  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  discipline 
both  promptly  and  efficiently.  All  that  is  required  in  time  of  peace  is  to 
maintain  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  our  fortifications,  to  meet 
any  sudden  contingency,  and  to  encounter  the  first  shock  of  war.  Our 
chief  reliance  must  be  placed  on  the  militia;  they  constitute  the  great  body 
of  national  guards,  and,  inspired  by  an  ardent  love  of  country,  will  be 
found  ready  at  all  times  and  at  all  seasons  to  repair  with  alacrity  to  its 
defense.  It  will  be  regarded  by  Congress,  I  doubt  not,  at  a  suitable  time 
as  one  of  its  highest  duties  to  attend  to  their  complete  organization  and 
discipline. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  requires  the  immediate  attention  of 
Congress.  By  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund," 
that  fund  has  been  exhausted.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that  there  will  be  required  for 
the  payment  of  navy  pensions  on  the  ist  of  July  next  $88, 706.06 >S,  and 
on  the  ist  of  January,  1842,  the  sum  of  $69,000.  In  addition  to  these 
sums,  about  $6,000  will  be  required  to  pay  arrears  of  pensions  which  will 
probably  be  allowed  between  the  ist  of  July  and  the  ist  of  January,  1842, 
making  in  the  whole  $i63,7o6.o6>^.  To  meet  these  payments  there 
is  within  the  control  of  the  Department  the  sum  of  $28,040,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  $139,666.06^.  The  public  faith  requires  that  immediate 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  sums. 

In  order  to  introduce  into  the  Navy  a  desirable  efficiency,  a  new  sys- 
tem of  accountability  may  be  found  to  be  indispensably  necessary.  To 
mattu'e  a  plan  having  for  its  object  the  accomplishment  of  an  end  so 
important  and  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  country  require  more 
time  than  has  yet  been  allowed  to  the  Secretary  at  the  head  of  the 
Department.  The  hope  is  indulged  that  by  the  time  of  your  next  regu- 
lar session  measures  of  importance  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the 
public  service  may  be  matured  for  your  consideration. 

Although  the  laws  regulating  the  Post-Office  Department  only  require 
from  the  officer  charged  with  its  direction  to  report  at  the  usual  annual 
session  of  Congress,  the  Postmaster- General  has  presented  to  me  some 
facts  connected  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  Department  which 
are  deoned  worthy  the  attention  of  Congress.  By  the  accompanying 
report  of  that  officer  it  appears  the  existing  liabilities  of  that  Depart- 
ment beyond  the  means  of  payment  at  its  command  can  not  be  less  than 
$500,000.  As  the  laws  organizing  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
confine  the  expenditure  to  its  own  revenues,  deficiencies  therein  r.Tii  not 
be  presented  under  the  usual  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  Government . 
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It  must  therefore  be  left  to  Congress  to  detennine  whether  the  moneys 
now  due  the  contractors  shall  be  paid  from  ^l\.e  public  Treasiir>'  ur 
whether  that  Department  shall  continue  uuder  its  present  cmbarrass- 
mests.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  that  the 
recent  letting*  of  contracts  in  several  of  the  States  have  been  made  at 
such  reduced  rales  of  corapensalian  as  to  encourage  the  lx;Uef  that  if 
the  Departnicut  was  relieved  from  existing  difficulties  its  future  opera- 
tions niiglii  be  conducted  without  any  further  tull  upon  the  general 
Treasury. 

The  power  of  ajipoiutitig  to  ofKce  is  one  of  a  cliaracter  tlie  tiiu»t  deli- 
cate and  responsible.  The  appointing  power  is  evermort-  expcKwd  to  be 
led  into  error.  With  anxious  solicitude  to  select  the  nicKit  trustworthy 
for  oSldat  station.  I  can  not  l»c  sup[>os(Ki  to  possess  a  personal  knowledge 
of  the  qualifications  of  every  applicant.  I  deem  it.  therefore,  |)roper  in 
this  most  public  manner  to  invite  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  a  just  scru- 
tiny into  the  character  and  i>retensions  of  every  person  I  may  bring  to 
their  notice  in  the  regular  form  of  a  nomination  for  office.  Unless 
persons  ever}*  way  tnLitworthy  are  employfed  in  the  public  serviire,  cor- 
ruption and  irregularity  will  inevitably  follow.  1  shall  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness  acqv.ie.sce  in  the  decision  of  that  body,  and,  regarding  it  as 
wisely  constituted  to  aid  the  executive  department  in  the  jxTformance 
of  UuK  delicate  dtity.  I  shall  look  to  its  "cou,sent  and  adwoe"  as  givetl 
only  iu  fuitbcraucc  uf  tlic  bc^it  iutcrcsts  u£  the  country.  I  shall  also 
at  the  earliest  proper  occasion  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  such 
measures  as  in  my  Judgment  will  Ijc  lie>il  calculated  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol the  Executive  power  in  lefereucc  to  ibis  vitally  important  subject. 

I  shall  also  at  the  proper  season  invite  your  attention  to  the  suiutory 
enactments  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  which  may  require 
to  be  tendered  more  tfiiciciit  in  their  provisions.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  traffic  is  on  the  increase.  Whether  such  increase  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  abolition  of  slave  labor  in  the  British  possessions 
in  our  vicinity  and  an  attendant  diminution  in  the  supply  of  those  arti' 
cles  which  enter  into  the  genera!  consumption  of  the  world,  thereby 
augmenting  the  demand  from  other  quarters,  and  thus  calling  for  addi> 
tional  labor,  it  were  needless  to  inquire.  The  highest  considerations  of 
public  honor  as  well  as  the  strongest  promptings *of  humanity  require 
B  resort  to  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  suppress  the  trade. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  invite  your  particular  attention  to  the  interests 
of  this  District ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  legislation 
yoti  will  seek  to  advance  its  commercial  as  well  as  its  local  interests. 
Sliould  Congress  deem  it  to  be  its  duty  to  repeal  the  existing  subtrca-sury 
law,  the  necessity  of  providing  a  aiiitable  place  of  deposit  of  the  public 
moneys  which  may  be  required  within  the  District  must  be  apparcol 
to  all. 

I  have  felt  it  due  to  the  country  to  presieut  the  foregoing  topics  to 
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your  consideration  and  reflection.  Others  with  which  it  might  not  seein 
proper  to  trouble  you  at  an  extraordinarj*  session  will  be  laid  before 
yon  at  a  future  day.  I  am  happy  in  committing  the  important  affairs  of 
the  country  into  your  hands.  The  tendency  of  public  sentiment,  I  am 
pleased  to  believe,  is  toward  the  adoption,  in  a  spirit  of  union  and  har- 
mony, of  such  measures  as  will  fortify  the  public  interests.  To  cherish 
such  a  tendency  of  public  opinion  is  the  task  of  an  elevated  patriotism. 
That  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  desir- 
able objects  should  exist  is  reasonably  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  all  be 
made  satisfied  with  any  system  of  measures;  but  I  flatter  myself  with 
the  hope  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  readily  unite  in  support 
of  those  whose  efforts  spring  from  a  disinterested  desire  to  promote  their 
happiness,  to  preserve  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  within  their 
respective  orbits;  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  on 
just  and  honorable  grounds;  to  exact  obedience  to  the  laws;  to  intrench 
liberty  and  property  in  full  security;  and,  consulting  the  most  rigid 
econoiDy,  to  aboUsh  all  useless  expenses.  JOHN  TYLER, 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

City  op  Washington,  June  z,  184.1. 

To  ike  SenaU  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  that  have  been  made  in 
that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments." 

JOHN  TYLER. 

ToltuSmaUoJihe  United  SlaUs:  '       Washington, /««.  17,  1841. 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication*  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  17,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

* Rclatinr  to  the  COnnaitaioners  apminCed  to  iDvesliiate  the  cunilitinn  i^r  the  public  work*  in 
WatbinBlon.  D.  C  kod  IransioittinE  copy  of  tbe  Idler  of  instruct iotu  iaiiued  to  Ihcm. 
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DSPAR-TMBNT  QV  STATB,  Jutte  1$,  'B4t. 
The  rRRSIDHNT, 

Sir:  Iti  iiiiswertu  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  latli  instant,  CAllin^  for  "anjr 
orders  which  may  have  been  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  in  relation 
to  political  offenses  in  elections,"  etc.,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  addressed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  by  this  Department  to  the  heads  of  the  other 
Departments,  and  know  of  no  other  order  to  which  the  resolution  can  be  supposed 
to  have  reference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANUil,  WEBSTER. 

CiRCTTIAR. 

Dkpartmhnt  op  Statk,  March  ao,  1841. 

Sir:  The  I^sident  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  great  abuse  to  bring  the  patron^e  of 
the  General  Government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  that  this 
abuse  ought  to  be  corrected  wherever  it  may  have  been  permitted  to  exist,  and  to  be 
prevented  for  the  future. 

He  therefore  directs  that  information  be  given  to  all  officers  and  agents  in  your 
department  of  the  public  service  that  partisan  interference  in  popular  elections, 
whether  of  State  officers  or  officers  of  this  Government,  and  for  whomsoever  or 
against  whomsoever  it  may  be  exercised,  or  tlie  payment  of  any  contribution  or 
assessment  on  salaries,  or  official  compensation  for  party  or  election  purposes,  will 
be  regarded  by  liim  as  cause  of  removal. 

It  is  not  intended  that  any  officer  shall  be  restrained  in  the  free  and  proper  expres- 
sion and  maintenance  of  his  opinions  respecting  public  men  or  public  measures,  or  in 
the  exercise  to  the  fullest  degree  of  the  constitutional  right  of  suffrage.  But  persons 
emploj-ed  under  the  Government  and  paid  tor  their  services  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury are  not  expected  to  take  an  acti\-e  or  officious  part  in  attempts  to  influence  the 
minds  or  votes  of  others,  such  conduct  being  deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  duties  of  public  agents  acting  under  it;  and  the  President  is 
resolved,  so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  that  while  the  exercise  of  the  elective  frauchise 
by  the  people  shall  be  free  from  undue  influences  of  official  station  and  authority, 
opinion  shall  also  be  free  among  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government. 

The  President  wishes  it  further  to  be  announced  and  distinctly  understood  that 
from  all  collecting  and  disbursing  officers  promptitude  in  rendering  accounts  and 
entire  punctuality  in  paying  balances  will  be  rigorously  exacted.  In  his  opinion  it 
is  lime  to  return  in  this  respect  to  the  early  practice  of  the  Government,  and  to  hold 
any  degree  of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  the  public  money  just 
::ause  of  immediate  removal.  He  deems  the  severe  observance  of  this  rule  to  be 
essential  to  the  public  service,  as  every  dollar  lost  to  the  Treasury  by  unfaithfulness 
in  office  creates  a  necessity  for  a  new  charge  upon  the  people. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 


Washington,  D.  C.Jutu  18,  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  accompanying  documents,*  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  12th 
instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

*  Correiixnideiice  of  the  miDister  in  BoclaDd  with  the  officers  of  the  Mediterraaejiii  Squadron, 
in  con»eiiuca«  of  which  thesquadron  Icfi  that  HUtioo.andtbedispatclie*  of  CapUin  Bolton  Cotbe 
Secretuy  of  the  Navy  connected  with  that  movement. 
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To  the  Smat,  of  the  UniUd  States:  Washington,  June,  ,841. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  accompanying  letter* 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  its  resolution  of  the 
8th  instant.  jqjjn  TYLER. 

WASBy:NGTON,yan^  22,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  correspondence  between 
msrself  and  the  Hon.  J.  Burnet,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others,  who  arrived 
some  days  ago  in  this  city  as  a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Cincinnati  for  the  purpose,  with  the  assent  of  the  family,  of  removing 
the  remains  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  to  North  Bend  for 
interment.  I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  thus  to  apprise  Congress 
of  the  contemplated  proceedings.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washincton  City,  June  16, 1841. 
The  Pkbsident  of  ths  Unitsd  States. 

Deak  Sir:  The  undersigned  were  appointed  by  the  citizens  and  the  city  council 
of  Cincinnati  and  by  many  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  apply  to  the 
widow  and  family  of  our  distingiushed  fellow-citizen,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  permission  to  remove  his  remains  from'  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  for  interment.  They  have  made  the  application  directed,  and  have 
received  permission  to  perform  that  sacred  trust.  They  have  now  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  yon  their  arrival  in  this  city,  and  of  asking  your  approbation  of  the 
measure  contemplated  and  your  cooperation  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  high  estimate  you  placed  on  the  talents  and  virtues 
of  our  lamented  friend  and  fellow-citizen,  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
whose  friendship  and  confidence  you  possessed  many  years.  We  saw  the  tear  fall 
from  your  eye  and  mingle  with  the  tears  of  the  nation  when  the  ioscmtable  will  of 
Heaven  removed  him  from  its. 

Knowing  these  things,  we  approach  yon  with  confidence,  well  assured  that  yon 
will  justly  appreciate  our  motive  for  undertaking  the  mournful  duty  we  have  been 
deputed  to  perform,  and  that  the  same  kind  feeling  which  has  marked  your  course 
through  life  will  prompt  you  on  this  occasion  to  afford  us  your  countenance,  and,  if 
necessary,  your  cooperation. 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  the  committee  will  do  themselves  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing upon  you  at  the  President's  bouse  at  any  hour  you  may  please  to  designate. 
With  high  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  fellow -citizens, 

J.  BURNET. 
J.  C.  WRIGHT. 
[And  10  oThbrs.] 

Washington,  June  //,  1841. 
J,  BURmtT,  J.  C.  Wright,  mtd  othbrs  op  the  Commcttbh. 

GBntijsmbn:  Your  letter  of  the  i6th  was  duly  handed  me,  and  I  lose  no  time  in 
responding  to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  which  you  have  expressed  for  yourselves 
and  those  you  represent,  and  which  you  have  correctly  ascribed  to  me  in  regard  to 

'Relatlna  lo  allawances  siace  Uarch  4.  liU'i  of  claims  krisiac  under  Ihe  invation  of  ICast  Florida 
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Uk  lamented  tienth  of  the  late  PrcaidenL  As  a  cUixen  I  mrspcctcil  him;  lu  a  patriot  I 
hoiinrcfl  him;  «>«  a  frirn'1  lie  trw  nnr  anil  ilmr  to  inr.  Tlutt  the  people  of  Cinrin> 
imtl  Hhoulil  citiiire  to  keep  wntch  over  liix  remaitui  by  enlombtng  them  near  Ihcii 
city  i»  both  oatural  utwl  becoming;  that  the  entire  West,  where  so  manj'  evidences 
of  \v»  public  uaefulneMi  iire  to  be  fuunil,  alioultl  uititu  In  the  .same  wish  was  to  have 
been  expecteil;  an<l  ttiat  the  .lurviviiiK  M>1(lierit  oX  Ma  ntany  battles,  ltd  on  bj-  him 
to  A-ictor>"  and  to  glory,  should  »iyh  to  perform  Uie  last  melancholy  duties  to  the 
rvnuiina  cA  tfaeir  old  commander  is  fully  iu  consonance  with  the  promptiiifs  of  a 
notile  aiid  (tedcruus  tij-mpathy.  .  I  coulil  nut,  if  I  was  authoriwd  lu  do  ao,  ojipoae 
myKclf  to  itarir  wislLi;».  I  might  find  something  to  urge  on  bcbalf  o(  Us  native 
State  in  my  knowledge  of  b»  continued  attachment  to  her  through  thewbcde  jwriod 
of  liU  uarfut  life;  in  tlie  clAims  of  bU  rrlittivca  th^re,  whose  desire  it  wotdd  be  (hat 
tlic  mortal  rcmiuiiii  of  Uic  illustrious  »on  should  sleep  under  the  same  turf  with  tliose 
of  his  disting:uisbed  fnlhcr,  one  of  the  signers  nf  the  Dccliiratinn  of  Independence; 
in  the  wish  of  the  citowns  nf  his  native  counly  Id  claim  nil  that  is  now  Ipft  of  him 
for  whom  tliey  *o  lately  cart  their  nlmD-tt  tinanimonis  mffrage;  to  nay  nothing  of  my 
own  feeling*,  allicdas  I  aim  by  blood  to  axoAy  of  bis  near  relatives,  and  with  our 
namoi  so  cloaelj  asaodatcil  in  mmh  amnccted  with  the  late  exciting  political  con- 
test. These  concidendons  might  present  sunie  reituonahle  (^und  for  opposinjj  your 
wishc*;  bnt  the  assent  which  has  been  given  by  hi*  respected  widow  and  nearest 
relatives  to  the  request  of  the  people  of  Ctn<:innati  admits  of  no  opposition  on  my 
part,  neither  in  tiiy  individual  nor  official  character. 

I  diall  feel  it  to  be  my  dutj-.  however,  to  submit  our  correspoudence  to  the  two 
I]oai«S  of  Congrcas,  now  in  scBsion,  bttt  anticipatinf;  tio  effort  from  that  quarter  to 
thwart  the  wiabce  expressed  by  yourselves  in  conaoiiancc  with  those  of  the  wiilow 
and  nearest  relatives  of  the  late  rrcaidcnt.  I  readily  promise  you  my  cooperation 
toward  enabling  you  to  ful&tl  the  sacre<l  trust  which  brought  you  to  this  city. 

1  tender  to  each  of  vou,  gentlemen,  my  cortiial  snlatationn. 

JOHN  TVLER. 

[NoTK. — The  remains  of  the  late  PresiUent  of  the  United  States  vrere 
removed  from  Washington  to  North  Bead,  Ohio,  June  26.  1841.] 

To  ihe  Senate  of  the  UniUd  Stata:  WASHINGTON".  y«i.^  ^g.  1841. 

In  compliance  with  thu  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  instant,  I 
have  tlie  honor  to  stibmit  the  accompanying  reports  from  the  Secretary 
of  Stale  and  Secretarj-  of  the  Treasury,  which  embrace  nil  tlic  informa- 
tion possessed  by  the  executive  department  upon  that  subject.  * 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington, /kw  30, 1841, 
To  the  House  of  Represeniattves  0/ the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  memorial  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law,  signed  by  nearly  3,ocx>  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  city  of  New  York, 
has  been  fonvarded  to  ine,  atteuded  b>'  a  request  that  I  would  submit  it 
to  the  consideration  of  Congrcs-s.  1  can  not  waive  a  compliance  with  a 
request  ttrged  upon  me  by  so  large  and  respectable  a  number  of  my 
fellow -citizens.  That  a  banknipt  hw,  carefully  gtiarded  against  fraudu- 
lent praL'tic'cs  aud  embracing  a^  far  as  practicable  all  clus.ses  of  society — 
the  failure  to  do  which  has  heretofore  coustituted  a  proniiucut  objectiou 
*  mraieui  or  aMumptioa  ol  i3t4tc  Kocka  by  Um  Ccnctal  Goveraioent. 


J4kn  T\-Ur  \if:& 

to  the  measure — wouU  afford  extensive  relief  T  do  not  doiibt.  The  <iis- 
trcss  incident  to  llie  derangements  uf  soiti<;  years  past  lias  \'isLted  large 
numbers  of  our  ft-Uow -citizens  with  liopelcwi  iii^tlveiit)',  whose  energies, 
botli  mental  and  ph>'sical,  by  reason  uf  the  load  of  debt  pressing  upon 
them,  are  Itwt  to  the  country.  Whether  Congress  BhiiU  dcciti  il  proper 
to  enter  npon  the  considemtton  of  this  subject  at  its  present  extraurdi- 
iULry»e»don  it  mil  doubtless  wisely  determine.  I  ha^-e  fulfdled  myduty 
to  tbc  memorialists  in  submitllug  their  petition  to  your  con.sidcratiuii. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  r,  ts^t. 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  UnUeJ  Stales: 

I  ha\-c  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  myself  to  Mrs.  Harriaou  iu  oomplianoc  with  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  aod  her  reply  thereto.  lOH  V  TYLKR 

(The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

AXNA  HAR«t*OV.  WASHtNCTON.  /««/  /J.  ,8^, 

Mv  Dkak  Madam:  The  nwmnpnnytng  r^wluliona,  odoptcd  Iiy  the  P*n.itc  and 
Hook  of  Reprociiiaiiwo  of  llie  I'liiied  Stalcfl,  will  convey  to  you  an  oxpicasion  of 
tbe  deep  sympnltiy  felt  by  the  iTpre*cntKlive*  of  ihr  Sttitt'A  a.iiil  of  llie  pctrplr  in  th« 
sad  bcjcitvctticiit  which  yourwU  ami  the  cotintry  hHv«  suitt»med  in  th«  dcAlli  t>t 
yoiit  UIuMrMius  biuband.  It  may  now  be  justly  con&idered  that  the  public  archives 
ate  his  mduriag  monnment.  on  which  an  iTucribrit  in  chanKtcni  not  to  be 
^BOtdthcfiratidcstenileticcsDf  jiublic  Kralitudc  for  Mr  vices  rendered  aiidof  aorrow 
'  bis  death.  A  great  and  nnitcd  people  sbed  their  tears  over  the  bier  of  a  devoted 
itriot  and  dUltaguuhed  public  benefactor. 

In  conveying  to  you.  my  dear  madam,  llie  profound  respect  of  tlie  two  Rouses  of 
DgrcM  for  }'nur  penon  and  character,  and  llu-ir  rincerr  condolence  on  the  late 
iietipg  diftprntwlion  tA  Provitlcsce,  permit  uw  to  mingle  tuy  fcvliitpt  witli  theirs 
fud  tc  tender  )-ou  mr  fervent  vriibes  for  >'out  health,  happiacw,  and  long  life. 

JOHN  TVLHR. 

ARKSOI.CTIOH  tnautteniiit Ibr  »rB*tbillty «( C»niiTW  span  the  rrvnt  olilicdotUofWillhai 
Ilrary  Ilkmion.  l>lc  PnaidcDt  of  tbc  Cnilcd  Slatn. 

The  melancholy  event  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harriaou,  the  late  Preaident 
iJie  United  Slatex.  having  occurreil  during  the  recess  of  Congresa,  and  the  two 
louMS  sliohng  in  the  (^neral  ^oi  and  desiritiK  to  manifest  their  senHbllity  upon 
tbc  occasion  of  Uint  public  hcrmvemcnt:  'Dicrcfore, 

Unotved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreienlatives  of  the  Vnited  Sialet  of 
Afteriea  in  Congresi  atfembleit,  Tlml  tlic  chairs  of  the  I*rendcnt  of  the  Senate  and 
<rf  the  Spealccf  of  the  House  of  Rqiresctilativirs  be  shrouded  in  black  during  the 
residae  of  the  ««»ion,  aod  that  the  Preaidcnt  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  SpeaVer 
'  the  Ilotac  of  Reprtiwntativcs.  and  the  members  and  officers  of  both  Houses  wear 
lie  usual  badge  of  monmtaf;  for  Ihiny  days. 

Jietoli-ed,  That  the  Freaidetit  of  the  United  Stntcs  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  rrsoluiiona  to  Mrs.  Harrixtu.  and  to  asguie  her  uf  the  profound  re-siiect  uf 
the  two  Hooks  of  Conereu  for  her  perwn  and  character,  and  of  their  sinceri,>  coti- 
dolencc  on  tlic  late  afRicliag  dispeautiga  of  Providence 
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Hi.,  Excellency  J«»n-  TSi.KR.  N°'^'""  "«="»'  >'"'  '^'  '^^'■ 

President  United  Stales,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  with  seutiments  of  deep  emotion  the  resolutions  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  which  you  liave  done  me  the  honor  of  for- 
warding, relative  to  the  decease  of  my  lamented  husband. 

I  can  not  sufficiently  express  the  thanks  I  owe  to  the  nation  and  its  assembled 
representatives  for  their  condolence,  so  feelingly  expressed,  of  my  individual  calamity 
and  the  national  bereavement;  but,  mingling  my  tears  with  the  sighs  of  the  many 
patriots  of  the  land,  pray  to  Heaven  for  the  enduring  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
our  beloved  country.  ^^^^  HARRISON. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  Washington.  JuJ^  j,  /*^/. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  gth  instant  [ul- 
timo] ,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State, 
conveying  copies  of  the  correspondence,*  which  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  said  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

To  ike  Senate  of  th^  United  States.-  Washington,  July  p.  1S41. 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State,  in  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  calling  for  information  as  to  the 
progress  and  actual  condition  of  the  commission!  under  the  convention 
with  the  Mexican  Republic.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  July  14,  1841. 
To  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
2ist  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  conununica- 
tiont  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  TOHN  TYLER 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington,  fuly  r6,  rSfi. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their 
resolution  of  the  arst  ultimo,  a  reportg  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  papers.  JOHN  TYLER. 

•Retatlng  to  the  duties  levied  on  Atnetican  tchiicm  imported  Into  the  States  composInK  the  Gfer- 
man  Commercial  and  CuMom-Houae  Union. 

t  Appointed  under  the  convention  of  April  ii,  18)9,  for  adjusting  ttie  claims  of  cititens  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  Republic  of  Meilco. 

t  TranimiuInK  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  Belzure  of  American  vcbmIs  li^ 
British  armed  cruloers  under  the  pretenae  that  they  were  engaged  in  the  slave  trade;  also  cori^ 
Bpondence  with  N,  P.  Trist.  United  States  consul  at  Habana.  upon  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  etc 

%  Stating  that  there  Is  no  correspondence  In  his  office  showing  that  any  American  citicena  are 
British  pHaoners  of  state  In  Van  Diemens  Land;  transmuting  correspondence  with  the  British 
minister  on  the  subject  of  the  detention  or  imprisonment  of  citizens  of  the  ITnlted  States  oa 
account  of  occnrrenccs  In  Canada,  instructions  Issued  to  the  special  agent  appointed  to  Inqtrite 
tatcsuch  detention  or  imptisanment,  and  report  of  Mid  special  agcnk 


John  Tyler  1910 

Washington,  July  ip,  iS^r. 
To  tlu  Senate  and  House  0/  Represeniaiives  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  March,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  sujv 
plementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
therein  mentioned,'  approved  20th  of  April,  1818,"  expired  by  its  own 
limitation  on  the  loth  of  March,  1840.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to 
make  further  pro\nMon  for  preventing  military  expeditions  or  enterprises 
against  the  territory  or  dc^inions  of  any  prince  or  state  or  of  any  colony, 
district,  or  people  conterminous  with  the  United  States  and  with  whom 
they  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  the  act  of  April  20,  1818,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned. ' ' 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  10,  1838,  appears  to  have  had  a  very 
salutary  effect,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  Congress  that  it  be 
now  revived  or  its  provisions  be  reenacted.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  Jtdy  27,  1S41. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representatives  0/  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  appropriations  required  for  outfits  and  salaries  of 
diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  August  z,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  i8th  of  February,  1832,  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted 
a  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  Tb«t  the  President  of  the  United  States  tje  anthoriied  to  employ  Horatio 
Greenough,  of  Massachusetts,  to  execute  in  marble  a  full-length  pedestrian  statue  of 
Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol;  the  head  to 
be  a  copy  of  Houdon's  Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  artist. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  month  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Greenough  a  letter  of  instructions  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
made  "to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  contract  with  a 
skillful  artist  to  execute  in  marble  a  pedestrian  statue  of  George  Wash- 
ington, to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,"  and 
several  appropriations  were  made  at  the  succeeding  sessions  in  further- 
ance of  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Greenough,  having  been  employed  upon  the  work  for  several  years 
at  Florence,  completed  it  some  months  ago. 
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By  a  rcsolation  of  Coti){ress  of  tlie  27t1i  of  May,  1840,  it  was  directed 
"that  the  Secretary  of  llic  Navj*  lie  authorized  and  instructed  to  take 
measures  for  the  importation  and  erection  of  the  statue  of  Washin^on 
by  CreciioHgh."  In  piiniuance  of  this  authority  tlic  Navj*  Department 
held  R  correspondence  with  Commodore  Hull,  couiniandinfj  ou  tht  Medi- 
terranean station,  who  entered  into  ru  agrcemetit  uith  the  owners  or 
master  of  the  ship  Sfa  for  the  traiisportatiou  of  the  statue  to  the  United 
States.  Tliis  ship,  with  the  stattic  on  lx>ard,  arrived  in  thUcity  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  and  now  hcs  at  the  na\-y-yard. 

As  appropriatious  liave  bccouic  necessar>-  for  the  [layuient  of  the  frci};hl 
and  otlier  expenses.  I  communicate  to  Congress  such  papers  as  may 
enable  it  to  judge  of  the  amouul  required.  TOHN  TVI  liR 

Hon.  John  WkiTb,  ^"^^^^  3'  »«•♦*• 

Speaker  of  Ike  House  of  Represeniaftves. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  *  received  from  ttie  Post- 
master-General, to  which  I  would  invite  the  atteuttuu  of  CougrCNi. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  ihe  Hatue  0/ RepreseniaHves:  Ai'GCST  3.  1841. 

1  herewith  tmnsniit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 

whom  I  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  calling  for  a  communica* 

lionf  addressed  to  him  by  the  French  minister. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

T^  iht  Home  of  Repr^icntaHvcs:  Washington.  August  6,  ,841. 

In  compliance  «nth  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
i6tli  of  July.  1S41.  I  communicate  rcportsl  from  the  several  Exccuti\'e 
Departments,  coutaioiug  the  uiformation  requested  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


WASHmcTON,  August  3$,  rSfj. 
To  the  Senate ef  the  United  States- 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  resolution 
of  the  3zd  ultimo,  copies  of  the  several  reports  of  the  commissioners 
apix)iuted  in  March  last  to  examine  into  certain  matters  connected  with 
the  public  buildings  in  this  city  and  the  conduct  of  those  employed  in 
their  eiecUon.  JOHN  TYLER. 

•Aakinicrorii  fwnlipr  nppropTtatlon  for  cotupIcllDg  the  Dcw  OeBeT«I  Ptml-Ofllee  bitlMlns. 

t  ttclnlliig  to  Itie  comuictCE  'U-il  ni>i-l(;Htlijo  Ixtweca  Pniii-c  ami  tlic  ITnileil  Sulra. 

tTniumiltitif  lilt  ol  afficrri  d«riHng  th«lt  appoiotin«nl>  from  ih>  nAininaiion  ai  ih*  Prcaidenl 
anil  Itie  cmieuTicnM  o(  Hit  Senile  who  were  reraDvcd  fmnt  nacrBincv  Uaith  4. 1B4I.  kdH  alsallioK 
who  wen  r«ina>'c<]  iioiu  MArch  4.  iS'V.  to  March  4.  1X41. 


John  Tyhr 
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WashingToit.  A\tgust-2j.  T841. 
To  ike  IfoHse  0/  Rtprtsmtatives  of  the  UuUed  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewilh  a  letter  from  t!ie  Secretar>'  of  tlie  Treasury,  bear- 
ing dale  this  ilay,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  nnswcr  lo  the  reso- 
ladou  of  Che  House  of  Representatives  of  the  16th  altiino,  relative  to 
removals  froui  oflTice,  etc. 

These  statements  should  liavc  accompanied  those  from  the  other 
Departiaciits  on  the  same  subject  transmitted  in  my  niessu};e  to  the 
House  on  the  7th  ultimo.*' but  which  have  beea  delayed  for  reajwns 
stated  iu  the  letter  o£  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>'  above  referred  to. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  D.  C.  Sepitmber  i.  1841. 
Tff  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  and  constitutional  action, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Oeyoowasha,  on  Minneesota  (or  St.  Peters)  River, 
iu  tlu:  Territory  of  Iowa,  on  the  31st  day  of  July  last,  between  James 
Duanc  Doty,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  StatcSv  and  the 
Sccsceahto,  Wofpato,  and  Wofpakoota  bands  of  the  Dakota  (or  Sioux) 
Nation  of  lo^ns. 

The  accompanying  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  fully 
sets  forth  the  consideratious  which  have  called  for  the  negotiation  of 
this  treaty,  and  which  have  induced  me  to  recommend  its  confirmation, 
with  stich  exceptions  and  modifications  as  the  Senate  may  ad\-ise. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

DKPA.RTKBMT  or  War,  August  31. 1S4/. 
Th9  PnHsroKST  o^  the  Ukited  Statrs. 

Snt:  1  traaiitnil  herewith  n  UattycnDclinlcilwhh  certain  bumUurtlie  Dalicata  Ko- 
tion  of  Indians,  commonly  called  Sioux,  wbicli  lias  been  receivrd  at  this  DcpanniiMit 
from  His  Excellency  JasKs  D.  I>oty,  gorcnior  of  WiscoiMin,  vrbo  was  appointed 
■  cotnmissioncr  on  the  pait  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating' 
the  treaty;  anit  1  ilenire  to  nubmit  the  fcillowin];  facts  uml  opinioiui  inducing  me  to 
rvqnot  its  fa\-oniblc  considcratiou: 

It  was  known  on  my  entering  upon  thcdnliea  oftbe  Department  of  War  that  some 
provition  must  speedily  be  made  for  the  Winnebago  Indians  in  the  Northwest  By 
the  treaty  with  thonc  Indiana  in  1837  it  ^09  provided  that  they  Nhnulil  more  tempo* 
rarily  upon  a  nairow  strip  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  called  llie  neu- 
tral ground,  from  the  object  of  its  purchase  in  1830.  That  strip  of  country  ia  only 
40  miles  ill  wiiltli,  30  milca  of  it  having  biTn  piircbaxd  from  the  Sac  and  Pox 
Indians  and  ao  miles  from  the  Sioux,  lh«  object  of  the  purchaae  having  been  to 
pUoc  a  barrier  bctvrcca  those  tribes,  which  lutd  been  for  many  years  at  war  and  par- 
ties  of  wbicb  viti*  cotiUnuBlly  meeting  and  destraying  each  other  upon  or  adjacent 
to  the  «>*intr>'  purchased, 

n*bt:n  the  delegation  of  Winnebugo  cbiefa  was  in  Washington  negotiuting  a  sale 
of  all  their  landa  east  of  the  MtasisMppl  River,  in  1837,  a  penuanent  lucatinn  for  those 
Indian*  im  not  fixed  upon,  and  a  temporary  expedient  was  adopted,  and  ncceded  to 
*NM  fvwnd.    BHdcaUi'  icfcr*  to  ■&(»*■■  e  at  AuauM  f>.  >^t.  on  pRcvdioc  pm«. 
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by  (lie  ladwDS,  b>-  Tibich  th«/  ngitcd,  witbin  eight  tnontbs  from  Uk  ratificatioo  of 
\\\c  trenty,  to  move  u]x>n  nnil  uccupf  »  jxnrUon  uf  the  iictilnt  ground  oattl  Uiejr 
tlioiild  Hire!  a  pennnncnt  liom». 

(>wit]£  to  the  small  rxtcnl  of  roimtn-  tliiis  tcmpoiarily  JiMiKncd  to  the  Winncb*- 
gOM,  utterly  dcstllnte  o(  all  preparation  fur  the  recepHon  of  them,  slendefly  sup- 
plied with  gBtne,  niid,  AbovC'  all,  the  circuiii«taticc  t-H-it  the  Sac  and  Pox  IndUiu 
wn«  con  I  inuitlty  at  war  with  tlie  Sioux,  Ute  object  of  the  purchase  having  utlaly 
fatled,  the  neutral  ground,  so  called,  proving  litcmlly  thv  Ggliting  groand  of  Ute 
hostile  tribes — owinj;  to  all  tbue  ctrcoiu stance*  tbe  WinnebaKoes  were  cxtreiPciT 
reluctant  to  oomply  with  tbc  Irmty.  It  wu  in  ptirt  a  dictate  of  humaiiity  to  give 
tliem  more  time  for  femoval  thso  tbat  allotted  in  tbe  treaty,  in  the  hope  of  effc«cli^ 
their  permanent  rcmora)  bcTOtld  the  Missouri  or  elsewhere;  but  M  no  Steps  were 
taken  to  itrlrct  their  future  bunie.  aiid  as  tbe  white  M^ltlerk  jn  WiacomiD  wvrv  fast 
crowdinf;  upon  the  Iiidtana,  ovemttining  the  country,  aa  uAital.  in  Beerch  of  tows 
sites,  water  prinlegr^,  niid  fanniag district;:,  it  became  absolutely  ncccaory  to  make 
lome  eflona  toward  carrying  the  Iresty  Into  edecl.  Owing  to  the  excited  state  of 
tliu  Indians  ftud  tbc  apprcbcnsiou  of  (listurt>aucc,  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
in  1840,  more  thtm  two  years,  instead  of  ei);hl  munthx.  after  the  r^tificaticm  of  the 
trM^.ms  ordered  upon  the  WiuMba^  frontier,  the  greater  p*rt  of  the  Fifth  Rc^- 
mcnt  being  alrendy  there,  and  in  the  presence  of  that  force  tbe  Indians  were  required 
to  comply  witli  the  treaty.  They  reluctantly  removed  from  the  Iiaiiks  of  Ihfl  ms* 
cousin  Rii'er  ami  croased  tbe  MiiAiMippi,  tiut  ilirl  not  go  to  that  portion  of  Uie 
neutral  ground  agrewl  npon,  which  coinmcno:<l  a>  miles  from  the  river,  but  instead 
of  it  they  spread  themselves  alon^  the  bank  of  the  Missiasjppi,  aomeof  tfaemreeroM- 
ing  that  river  and  ascending  tbc  Chippewa  aiid  Black  ri^-crs.  Oaly  O  small  portion 
of  tbe  tiilK  hu  yet  removed  T41  the  portion  of  tbe  neutral  jrtound  assigned  to  them. 
and  it  iH  perhaps  fortunate  that  local  attAcbttteiito  IiavY  not  been  formed,  since,  from 
the  position  of  the  coutitTy.  it  vas  not  and  never  could  have  been  intended  as  Ibmr 
permnnent  liome. 

After  a  careful  cxoraiaatioD  of  tbe  cooutry  in  the  Northwest  the  importnncc  of 
providing  for  the  Winneba^  Indians,  thou);h  immediate,  became  secondary  in  a 
more  national  and  wider  prospect  of  benefits  iu  future  years  by  amagenwnta 
which  presented  thciiuelvt.-:>  to  my  mind  as  not  only  pTBCtlcable,  but  of  easy  accom- 
plishment. 

A  glance  at  the  map  an<l  at  the  efforts  hitherto  made  ia  emigration  will  abow  an 
eztensi\'e  hotly  of  Indiatu  accumulated  upon  the  Southwestern  frontier,  and,  looking 
to  thenumberH  yet  to  be  emigrated  from  within  the  circle  of  territory  soonto  bec«a* 
States  of  tbc  American  Union,  it  will  appear  upon  very  many  confident  ions  to  be 
of  the  utmost  imjwrtance  to  seiHtrate  tlie  Inihaut  and  to  interpose  n  barrier  between 
tbe  uuwes  which  are  dostincd  to  be  placed  upon  the  western  frontier,  instead  of 
■GCitBiutating  tbem  within  limits  enabling  them  to  unite  and  in  cuucert  spread 
desolation  over  tbe  States  of  Uiasouh  and  Arkaacas  to,  perbaps,  the  banks  of  the 
Uiuisuppi, 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  was  ttelermineal  to  open  negotiations  with  the  Sioux 
Indlatu  north  and  northwest  of  the  purchase  of  1830,  the  neutral  ground,  so  called, 
with  the  purpose  of  purchasing  sufBcicnt  territory  beyond  tbc  reasonable  limits  of 
Iowa  to  provide  a  reitiug  place  for  Uie  ^Vitinebngoes.  intending  to  treat  also  with 
the  Sa<  and  Pox  Indians  and  with  the  Potawatamies  north  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri, 
and  thus  etiuble  our  ciliECnsto  expand  west  of  the  Mis.-H>uri  River  north  of  tbe  State. 

It  is  diScnIt  to  state  in  a  condensed  report  nil  tbe  reasons  now  impenttiw ly  urg- 
ing the  adoption  of  these  measures.  Dc«dca  the  absolute  necessity  uf  pnn-idiug  a 
home  (or  tbe  Winnebagoea.  tlie  cltl^ns  of  Iowa  and  ol  MiMonri  are  crowding  upon 
the  territory  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  and  already  producinc  tliose  irritations 
which  in  former  times  have  led  to  bloody  wars.     It  is  not  to  be  for  a  tuonient 
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concealed  that  our  enterprising  and  hardy  popuUtion  most  snd  will  occupy  the  terri- 
toty  adjacent  to  that  purchased  in  1S37  from  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  the  only  possible 
mode  of  its  being  done  in  peace  is  by  another  purchase  from  those  Indians.  But 
the  position  of  the  Potawatamies  will  then  become  relatively  what  that  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians  now  is,  with  the  difference  that  access  to  their  country  by  the  Mis- 
souri River  will  hasten  its  occupancy  by  our  people.  The  only  mode  of  guarding 
against  future  collision,  near  at  hand  if  not  provided  against,  is  by  emigrating  not 
only  the  Sac  and  Foi  Indians,  but  also  the  Potawatamies. 

Great  efforts  ha>«  been  made  to  induce  those  Indians,  as  also  the  Winnebagoes, 
to  move  south  of  toe  Missouri,  but  without  effect,  Lheir  opposition  to  it  being  appar- 
ently iosonnonntable,  the  Potawatamies  expressing  the  most  decided  aversion  to  it 
on  being  urged  to  join  other  bands  of  Potawatamies  on  the  Marais  de  Cygue,  declar- 
ing that  they  would  rather  at  once  go  to  California,  being  determined  not  to  unite 
^th  those  bands,  but  to  maintain  an  independence  of  them.  By  the  purchase  from 
theSionx  no  doubt  isentertained  that  their  prejudices  may  be  advautageously  accom- 
iDodated,  for  among  the  objects  in  contemplation  before  adverted  to  it  is  to  my 
mind  of  primary  importance  so  to  dispose  of  those  Indians  as  to  enable  this  Govern* 
tnent  to  interpose  a  State  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Indians  along  the 
Uisaouri  River,  and  thus,  by  dividing  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  and  separating 
the  divisions,  prevent  a  combination  and  concert  of  action  which  future  progress  in 
civilization  might  otherwise  enable  them  to  effect  in  the  prosecution  of  revenge  for 
real  or  imagined  grievances. 

Great  importance  is  attached  to  this  view  of  the  subject,  but  scarcely  less  to  the 
means  provided  by  the  treaty  for  inducing  the  remnants  of  other  Northern  tribes  to 
remove  to  a  climate  congenial  to  their  habits  and  disposition. 

From  the  earliest  efforts  at  emigration  certain  Northern  Indians  have  streauousl7 
objected  to  a  removal  south  of  the  Missouri  on  account  of  the  climate;  and  where 
tribes  have  been  induced  to  dispose  of  all  right  to  live  east  of  the  Mississippi  within 
the  United  States,  many  individuals,  dreading  their  southern  destination,  have  wan- 
dered to  the  north  and  are  now  living  in  Canada,  annually  in  the  receipt  of  presents 
bom  the  British  Government,  and  will  be  ready  without  doubt  to  side  with  that 
power  in  any  future  conflict  vrith  this  Government.  In  this  manner  considerable 
numbers  of  the  Delawares  and  Shawnees  and  other  Indians  have  disappeared  from 
onr  settlements — a  fact  of  great  importance,  and  which  I  apprehend  has  not  been 
heretofore  sufficiently  considered.  There  are  many  Potawatamies  and  Ottawas,  as 
alao  Winnebagoes  and  Menomouees,  who  may  be  easily  induced  to  move  into  Can- 
ada by  seductive  bribes,  in  the  use  of  which  the  British  Govemuient  has  always 
di^layed  a  remarkable  foresight. 

Of  the  Chippewas  and  Ottawas  now  in  the  northern  part  of  Michigan  it  is  believed 
there  are  over  5,000  under  treaty  obligations  to  remove  to  the  Southwest,  the  greater 
portion  of  whom  openly  declared  their  determination  to  cross  the  line  into  Canada 
and  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Government  in  preference 
to  a  removal  to  that  country.  These  Indians  may  be  accommodated  by  the  arrange- 
tnents  in  contemplation,  not  only  to  their  own  satisfaction,  but  under  circumstances 
pnxnising  the  greatest  permanent  advantages  to  the  United  States,  and  separating 
tbem  from  all  inducements  and  even  the  possibility  of  entering  the  British  service. 
I  am  not  without  hope,  also,  that  through  this  treaty  some  suitable  and  acceptable 
ansngement  may  be  made  with  the  New  Yorlc  Indians  by  which  they  may  be 
removed  with  safety  to  themselves  and  benefit  to  the  people  of  that  State.  The  very 
peculiar  situation  of  these  Indians  is  well  known;  that  while  they  are  under  treaty 
obligation  to  remove,  the  treaty  being  by  the  Constitution  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land  and  perfecting  in  this  instance  the  title  of  the  land  they  occupy  in  a  private 
land  company,  there  is  yet  every  reason  to  sympathize  with  them  and  the  highest 
moral  inducements  for  extending  every  possible  relief  to  them  within  the  legitimate 


I9»S 


Messages  and  Papers  of  Ihe  I'resideuU 


powers  of  the  Ciovcraiiicnt.  I  liavc  been  a&surcd  from  wurtes  entitled  to  my  fullest 
ciKifiilenee  Dvil  ulthough  thcMi  Inclinns  hnw  hitherir)  exprefteed  tlie  tnoat  decided 
Avcraion  to  a  rcuiuvul  suutli  uf  the  MiMMiiri,  ikcrc  will  pruUtbljr  t)c  uu  diOicult)'  Is 
persuading  them  to  occupy  a  mote  nortfarm  region  in  the  Wwit.  I  have  every  »ea- 
«>n  (or  believ-ing  thut  ■  benevolent  iiilereat  in  their  belulf  amoti^  a  portion  of  our 
una  people,  vfliicli,  it  is  supposed,  bas  heretofore  presented  an  obstacle  to  llicir  cml- 
gratioii,  will  be  exerted  to  elTecL  liieir  reaiovnl  U  u  ponioQ  of  tlie  Sioux  ouunUy  cnn 
be  appropriated  to  Ibem. 

U  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  lli«t  a  multitude  of  objects  thus  rest  upon  the 
<uceeM  of  this  one  trenty,  now  ttubtnittcd  for  examination  and  npproh«tlon. 

Of  Uie  Sioux  Indiana  I  will  but  rcutark  lliat  tbey  occupy  uu  immense  counlry 
spreading  front  (lie  Misfiiwiippi  north  of  the  nciitral  ground  west  nnd  northwest, 
crossing  UteMis^otiri  River  more  tlwn  l.aoo  milcit  above  tlie  city  of  St.  I^uiit.  They 
arc  divided  into  biiiids.  which  have  various  names,  the  generic  naiiic  for  the  wliolc 
tieing  the  nnheora  Nation.  These  hnnilE,  Ihotigh  sptnkiug  n  eommun  lungiugF,  nre 
iudepenJeot  tu  their  occupancy  of  portions  of  couutxy,  and  9epar%tv  lieatiea  may 
be  msde  with  them.  Treaties  are  already  stibHsiing  with  some  of  the  bands  both 
on  the  Mistiuippi  and  Mititonrl.  The  treaty  now  aubmitted  i«  believed  to  be  adran- 
idgtous.  and  from  its  provisions  conteui plates  the  redncliou  of  those  wandering 
[ndiitns  froin  tlu-ir  nonudic  huhiis  to  (host-  of  nn  ngriritltural  penple. 

If  some  i:>f  the  provisions  seem  not  such  iia  might  \k  desired,  it  will  be  reeoUedeil 
that  many  interests  hnrc  to  be  accxinunodatcd  in  framing  an  Indian  treaty  which 
c*n  only  be  (ully  Icnuu-n  to  the  coinraisKionL-r,  who  derives  his  infontvution  directly 
(rum  the  Indiaiit>  iu  the  country  which  i.i  ilie  object  of  tbc  purchase. 

It  is  proper  in  add  that  I  had  instructed  the  commiRsioner  exprcsdy  not  to  taVe 
into  conMderation  what  are  called  tmdera'  claims,  in  the  hope  of  coireciiug  a  prac- 
tice which,  it  is  believed.  Has  been  attended  with  miachicvousconaeqiicticca;  but  the 
comminioner  baa  by  n  tetter  of  explanntiona  fully  utistied  me  ihnl  in  ihia  titGtauo} 
it  was  absolntcly  iieccsaiiry  to  accomnigdntc  thonc  ctnini.i  lis  an  indiapensuMe  tnenD^ 
of  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  Indians  to  the  treaty.  Thi<j  rcstills,  duubtlesiS,  fi'oin 
their  dependence  upon  the  iraderK  for  articles,  in  a  measure  necesaaries,  which  are 
fur  the  iiKisi  pail  furnlAheil  without  competition,  and  of  ibc  proper  \iilue  of  which 
the  Indians  iirc  ignorant. 

To  contpcUMle  in  aooie  degree  for  the  article  in  thi»  treaty  providing  for  Uie  pay- 
ment of  traders"  claims,  very  judicious  guard*  are  introduced  into  the  treaty,  calcu- 
l:tied  cfTeetunlly  (o  exclude  ihnt  t>nurce  of  itilerest  ndverne  to  the  Ooi'emment  in  nil 
future  time  within  the  purchase  under  this  tremty. 

There  arc  other  articles  in  the  treaty  which  I  have  not  been  able  fully  to  realize 
an  iiidiciou*  or  necestAry,  but  for  rmsonH  aliMidy  slated  tbey  deserve  re*pcetfiil 
coruriileretion. 

Notwithstanding  the  article  slipuUU.tg  thai  a  rejection  of  any  of  the  provisionG  of 
the  trcntv  should  render  the  whole  null  and  void.  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
such  niodifieal  acceptance  uf  the  Ircaly  hk  in  the  wiMlom  of  the  Seuatc  luay  seetu 
just  and  proper,  conditioned  upon  the  assent  of  the  Indians  sub.wouently  .o  be 
obtained,  tlic  Senale  making  provision  for  its  reference  back  to  the  Indians  If 
uecenary. 

h  will  be  seen  that  the  ircaty  provides  for  a  power  of  regulation  iu  the  Indian 
Trrritory  l>y  ihc  Ifnilcil  States  tVovemm'Ciit  under  circumstances  not  hitherto 
ai U-uifited,  presenting  an  opportunity  for  an  experiment  well  worthy  <if  niatare 
consideration 

1  ought  nut  ti)  iliimiiti.  ihi*  .■iuljjeet  wtlhuut  advertin;;  In  one  other  important 
consideration  connccli^  with  the  integrity  "f  our  Northwest  Indians  and  Teeriloty. 
The  Sioux  treaty  will  cdertually  willidraw  from  British  influence  all  ihow  who  are 
a  party  to  i(  by  making  Ihein  ttijiendiartes  of  ihc  riiiiciL  .Sl-ilen  and  by  uperating 
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ctuujre  in  their  wandmng  babtt«  and  cstnti listing  them  tX  knowD  and  fixed 

poitits  nndrr  tbr  obM>rT-.itton  o(  Gov^mnetit  a^^nu,  Biid  as  llic  Brilisli  can  only  have 

•«ccM  to  tbat  Tc^on  by  (he  wav  of  Pond  dit  I^c,  one  of  two  ftitiAlt  milltAry  po«U  ia 

1  direction  west  and  south  from  that  poinl.  it  i»  bellnxd.  will  cumpletcljr  couUol  atl 

imercouTM  with  the  Indians  in  that  section  of  COUDI17. 

Very  respectfully,  ygur  obedient  Ktvaat,  .j^q  BELL. 

Washingtow,  September  S,  iS4r, 
To  the  Senate  9/  tAe  United  States  : 

I  have  the  honor,  in  compliaace  with  the  resolution  of  the  Seuatc  of 
the  8lh  June,  to  communicate  a  letter*  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  corrcspomlence  accompanying  it.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  September  /j,  1S41. 
7*  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUi: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  r4th  July  last,  1 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accom- 
panied  by  copies  of  the  currespondeuce  t  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TVLKR. 
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Washington,  Avgusi  i6,  jSfi. 
To  the  Senate  ^  the  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal 
Bank  of  the  United  States,"  which  originated  ia  the  Senate,  has  been 
considered  by  me  tfith  a  sincere  desire  to  conform  ray  action  in  regard  to 
it  to  that  of  the  two  Houaesof  Cougress.  By  the  Constitution  It  is  made 
ray  duty  either  to  appro\-e  the  bill  by  signing  it  or  to  return  it  with  my 
objections  to  the  House  iu  which  it  originated.  I  can  not  consdcniiously 
give  it  my  approval,  and  I  p.'oceed  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  lue 
by  the  Constitution  —  to  give  my  reasons  for  disapprot'ing. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  national  hank  to  operate  per  se  over 
the  Union  has  been  a  question  of  dispute  from  the  origin  of  the  Oovcm- 
meut.  Men  most  justly  and  deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high  iatellec- 
toal  eodowments,  their  virtue,  and  their  patriotism  have  in  regard  to  it 
entertained  different  and  conflicting  opinions ;  Congresses  have  differed  ; 
the  approval  of  one  President  has  been  followed  by  the  disapproval 
of  another  ;  the  people  at  different  times  have  acquiesced  iu  decisions 
both  for  and  iigainst.     The  cotintry  has  been  and  still  is  deeply  agitated 

*KrLitllI(  to  I  he  ihrponiU  ol  [lUMic  inoiiej't  In  tuialc*  h\  iIldiiirnJiiE  (ifticr*  anrl  Bs^uU. 
t  lt«l«t!«c  In  Hie  Mit>»    prnf  rrw,  and  loaelu^inti  iit  llir  tri-ulf  ciI  Nurtmlxi  Id.  iSiS.  brlwcen 
fiMdmta  oad  ibc  I-  miol  suict. 
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by  this  onsettled  question.  It  will  suffice  for  me  to  say  that  tny  own 
opinion  has  been  uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  of  aity 
such  power  by  this  Government.  On  all  suitable  occasions  during  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years  the  opinion  thus  entertained  has  been  unte- 
scTVcdly  cxprcsicd.  I  declared  it  in  the  legislature  of  tuy  native  State; 
iu  the  Hou%  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  it  has  been  openly 
vindicated  by  uic;  iu  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  tlie  prcscQce  aud  hearing 
of  many  who  are  at  this  time  members  of  thai  body,  it  has  been  afhrnied 
and  rcafbmiL-d  iu  speeches  nnd  reports  there  luade  and  by  votes  there 
riM.xirded;  in  popular  assemblies  I  have  unhesitatingly  announced  it,  and 
the  last  public  declaration  which  1  made — and  that  but  a  short  time  be- 
fore the  late  Presidential  election — I  referred  to  my  previously  expressed 
opinions  as  being  those  then  entertained  by  me.  With  a  full  kncm-ledgc 
of  the  opinioDj;  thus  entertained  and  ne\'er  concealed,  I  was  elected  by 
the  people  \'ice-President  of  the  United  States.  By  the  occurrence  of 
a  coutiugency  provided  for  in  the  Constitution  aud  arising  under  an 
impressive  dispensation  of  Providence  I  succeeded  to  the  Presidential 
office.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  olEce  I  took  an  oath 
that  I  would  "preserve,  protect,  aud  defend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,"  Entertaining  the  opinions  alluded  to  and  liaving  taken 
thU  oath,  the  Senate  and  the  country  will  sec  that  I  could  not  give  my 
sanction  to  a  measure  of  the  character  described  without  surruidering 
all  claim  to  the  respect  of  honorable  men,  all  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  all  self-respect,  all  regard  for  moral  and  religious  obligations, 
without  an  obscr\'ancc  of  which  no  government  can  be  prosperous  and 
no  i>coptc  can  be  happy.  It  would  be  to  commit  a  crime  which  I  would 
not  ivillfuUy  commit  to  gain  any  earthly  reward,  aud  which  would  justly 
subject  rae  to  the  ridicule  and  scorn  of  all  virtuous  men. 

I  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  the  reasons 
which  have  brought  my  mind  to  the  convictions  I  feel  aud  eulertain 
on  this  subject.  They  have  been  o\'er  and  over  again  repeated.  If 
some  of  those  who  have  preceded  me  iu  this  high  office  have  entertained 
and  nvowed  diiTcrent  opinions,  1  yield  all  confidence  that  their  con\-ic< 
tious  were  sincere.  I  claim  only  to  have  the  same  measure  meted  out 
to  myself.  Without  going  further  into  the  argument,  I  will  say  that  in 
looking  to  the  powers  of  this  Ouvcmment  to  collect,  safely  keep,  nnd  dis- 
burse the  public  revenue,  and  incidentally  to  regnlate  the  commerce  and 
exchanges,  I  have  not  been  able  to  .sati-sfy  myself  that  the  establishment 
by  this  Go\-cmment  of  a  lank  of  discount  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  that  term  was  a  necessary  means  or  one  demanded  by  propriety  to 
execute  those  powers.  Whit  can  the  local  discounts  of  the  bank  have 
to  di>  with  the  collecting,  safe- keeping,  and  disbursing  of  the  revenue? 
So  far  as  the  mere  discounting  of  paper  is  concerned,  it  is  quite  imma- 
terial lo  ihis  queslinu  whether  the  <!i!tcoiitii  is  obtained  at  a  Stale  bank 
at  a  United  Slates  bank.     They  are  t>oth  equally  local,  both  beginning 
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and  both  ending  in  a  local  accommodation.  What  influence  have  local 
discounts  granted  by  any  form  of  bank  in  the  regulating  of  the  currency 
and  the  exchanges?  Let  the  history  of  the  late  United  States  Batik 
aid  us  in  answering  this  inquiry. 

For  several  years  after  the  establishment  of  that  institution  it  dealt 
almost  exclusively  in  local  discounts,  and  during  that  period  the  country 
was  for  the  most  part  disappointed  in  the  consequences  anticipated 
from  its  incorporation.  A  uniform  cnrrenc  was  not  provided,  exchanges 
were  not  regulated,  and  little  or  nothing  was  added  to  the  general  cir- 
culation, aud  in  1820  its  embarrassments  had  become  so  great  that  the 
directors  petitioned  Congress  to  repeal  that  article  of  the  charter  which 
maae  its  notes  receivable  everywhere  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  It 
had  up  to  that  period  dealt  to  but  a  very  small  extent  in  exchanges, 
either  foreign  or  domestic,  and  as  late  as  1823  jts  operations  in  that  line 
amounted  to  a  Uttle  more  than  $7,(100,000  per  annum.  A  very  rapid  aug- 
mentation soon  after  occurred,  and  in  1833  its  dealings  in  the  exchanges 
amounted  to  upward  of  fioo,ooo,ooo,  including  the  sales  of  its  own 
drafts;  and  all  these  immense  transactions  were  effected  without  the 
employment  of  extraordinary  means.  The  currency  of  the  couniry 
became  sound,  and  the  negotiations  in  the  exchanges  were  carried  on  at 
the  lowest  possible  rates.  The  circulation  was  increased  to  more  than 
$22,000,000  and  the  notes  of  the  bank  were  regarded  as  equal  to  specie 
all  over  the  country,  thus  showing  almost  conclusively  that  it  was  the 
capacity  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and  not  in  local  discounts,  which  fur- 
nished these  facilities  and  advantages.  It  may  be  remarked,  too,  that 
notwithstanding  the  immense  transactions  of  the  bank  in  the  purchase 
of  exchange,  the  losses  sustained  were  merely  nominal,  while  in  the  hue 
of  discounts  the  suspended  debt  was  enormous  and  proved  most  disas- 
trous to  the  bank  and  the  country.  Its  power  of  local  discount  has  in 
fact  proved  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  favoritism  and  corruption,  aUke 
destructive  to  the  public  morals  and  to  the  general  weal. 

The  capital  invested  in  banks  of  discount  in  the  United  States,  created 
by  the  States,  at  this  time  exceeds  $350,000,000,  and  if  the  discounting 
of  local  paper  could  have  produced  any  beneficial  efEects  the  United 
States  ought  to  possess  the  soundest  currency  in  the  world;  but  the 
reverse  is  lamentably  the  fact. 

Is  the  measure  now  under  consideration  of  the  objectionable  character 
to  which  I  have  alluded?  It  is  clearly  so  unless  by  the  sixteenth  funda- 
mental article  of  the  eleventh  section  it  is  made  otherwise.  That  article 
is  in  the  following  words: 

The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  establish  one  competent  oflBce  of  dis- 
coDDt  and  deposit  in  any  State  in  which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  sub- 
scribed or  may  be  held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  legislature  of  such  gtate, 
Congress  may  by  l&w  require  the  same.  And  the  said  directors  may  also  establish 
one  or  more  competent  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  Territory  or  Dis- 
trict of  the  Utiited  States,  and  in  any  State  with  the  assent  of  such  State,  and  when 
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CfttabUsh^  tlic  !iai<!  office  or  offices  Khnll  be  only  vritbdrawn  or  rcniov«4 1>y  tlic  SAtd 
directora  prior  to  Uic  cxpinttinn  »f  tlil%  rhartrr  with  tlic  prcTtons  Aairnl  <>(  Con- 
gress: fivvided,  lu  respect  to  any  SUtc  wUitli  sliall  not.  al  the  fiiiil  Melton  of  iLe 
lejtiRlaturc  thereof  held  aflcrthc  pa&ui^cof  Diijiurt,  by  rcsulution  or  other  usiuil  legi& 
lAtt\'C]>rocro<liit);.  tiDcondiliniMlIv  ikt.^«tit  or  itissciit  to  the  c^latilishiiiciit  of 'vufh  office 
or  offices  witliin  it,  siicli  luacnl  of  tlic  snid  Stiiti-  thM  be  Llicrcartcr  jircsnnieil:  And 
provided,  nnrrf/irlrts,  Tliat  nhciu-vx-r  it  Bliall  becotnc  nvfxranTy  ami  proper  tor  car- 
rying into  oKLTUlioii  nny  at  thi-  jkiwctk  gnttitciT  liy  thr  Constitution  tu  eKtalili^h  nn 
office  or  offices  in  utiy  of  tli«  Stales  whatever ,  nml  llie  cxtjihltshinent  thereof  Khnll  be 
directed  by  law.  it  »luill  be  thv  duty  of  iLe  biud  dircctoia  to  establish  auch  office  or 
offices  accord!  ugly- 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  clause  the  directors  are  invested  with  the 
fullvst  power  to  establish  a  branch  iu  any  Stale  whicli  has  jicMtd  its 
assent;  aud  having  oiice  esiabh&tied  stich  hrauch,  it  shall  iiol  alterwardr 
be  withdrawn  except  by  order  of  Congress.  Such  assent  is  to  be  impUra 
and  to  have  the  force  aud  sanction  of  an  actually  expressed  assent,  "pro- 
vided, iu  respect  to  any  State  which  shall  not.  at  the  first  session  of  the 
legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage  uf  this  act.  by  moluticH  OTothtr 
usual  l^istaiive  proctiding ,  una>nitittofia//j' Assmt  or  dissent  to  the  estab- 
tishment  of  such  office  or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  said  State  shall 
be  thereafter  presumed."  The  as.>ieat  or  dissent  is  to  be  expressed  unetm- 
dUionally  at  the  first  session  of  the  legislature,  by  some  formal  legislatiir 
act;  and  if  not  so  expressed  its  as-scnt  is  to  be  implied,  and  the  directors 
are  thereupon  invested  with  power,  at  such  time  thereafter  as  they  may 
please,  to  cstabti.<ih  branches,  which  can  not  afterwards  be  unthdrawn 
except  by  resolve  of  Couf;ress.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  catise  which 
may  operate  with  the  le^slaturo,  which  cither  prevents'it  from  speak- 
ing or  addresses  itself  to  its  wisdom,  to  induce  delay,  its  assent  is  to 
be  implied.  This  iron  rule  is  to  give  way  to  no  circii instances:  it  is 
unbending  aud  inflexible.  It  is  the  language  of  the  master  to  the  vas- 
sal; an  uncondittoiinl  answer  is  claimed  forthwith,  and  delay,  postpone- 
ment, or  incapacity  to  answer  produces  an  implied  assent  which  is  e^'e^ 
after  irrevocable.  Many  of  the  State  elections  have  already  taken  place 
without  any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  such  a  tjucstion 
was  to  come  up.  The  representatives  utay  desire  a  submission  of  the 
question  to  their  constituents  preparatory  to  final  action  upon  it,  but  this 
high  pri\n]ege  is  denied ;  whatever  may  be  the  motives  and  views  enter- 
tained  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  induce  delay,  their  assent  is 
to  be  presumed,  and  is  ever  afterwards  binding  unless  their  dissent  sliall 
be  uucouditionally  expressed  at  their  first  ses^ou  after  the  passage  of 
this  bill  into  a  law.  They  may  by  formal  resolution  declare  the  question 
of  assent  or  dissent  to  be  undecided  and  postponed,  aud  yet,  iu  opposition 
to  their  express  declaration  to  the  contrary,  their  assent  is  to  be  implied. 
Cases  innumerable  might  be  cited  to  manifest  the  irrationality  of  such  an 
inference.  Let  one  or  two  in  addition  suffice.  The  i>opular  branch  of 
the  le};it<1ature  tuay  express  it»  dissent  by  an  uiiuninious  vole,  audits 
res^utton  uay  be  defeated  by  a  tie  vote  of  the  senule,  aud  yet  the  assent 
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Is  to  be  implied.  Both  branches  of  the  lepslaturc  may  concur  in  a  reso- 
lution of  decided  dissent,  and  yet  the  gfovemor  may  exert  the  veto  pov^-ei 
conferred  on  him  by  the  Stite  constitution,  and  their  leRiHlative  actii-n 
be  defeated,  andyel  the  assent  of  the  legislative  authority  is  implied,  and 
the  directorsoftliis  contemplated  institution  are  authorized  to  establish 
SL  branch  orbratKhcsin  sut-h  State  whenever  they  iniiy  find  itconditdvc 
to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  to  do  so;  and  huving  once  established 
il  they  can  imdcr  no  circumstances  withdraw  it  except  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  StJttemayafterw.irtlsprotestajjainst  such  unjust  inference, 
but  jlsaulhoi-ityisgonc.  It&a.si«nt  is  implied  by  its  failure  or  innbilitjr 
to  act  at  its  6rst  session,  and  its  voice  can  never  afterwards  be  heard. 
To  inferences  so  violent  and,  as  they  seem  to  me,  irrational  I  can  not 
yield  my  consent.  No  court  of  justice  would  or  coiild  sanction  them 
without  rc^'crsing  all  that  isestablished  in  judicial  proceeding  by  intro> 
ducing  presumptions  at  variance  with  fact  and  inferences  at  the  ex]M:nse 
<rf  reason.  A  State  in  acondition  of  duress  would  be  ^reiumtJ  to  spealc 
as  an  individual  manacled  and  in  prison  might  be  presumed  to  Ije  in 
the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  Far  better  to  say  to  the  States  boldly  and 
frankly.  Congress  wills  and  submission  is  demanded. 

It  may  be  said  that  Uie  directors  may  not  establish  branches  under 
8uch  circumstances;  but  this  is  a  question  of  power,  and  tliis  bill  invests 
them  with  full  authority  to  do  so.  If  the  lejjislature  of  New  York  or 
PennsyK-ania  or  any  other  State  should  be  found  to  Iw  in  such  condition 
as  I  have  supposed,  could  there  be  any  security  furnished  against  such  a 
step  on  the  part  of  the  directors?  Nay,  is  it  not  fairly  to  be  presumed 
that  this  proviso  was  introduced  for  the  sole  purpose  of  meeting  the  con- 
tingency referred  to?  Why  else  should  it  have  been  introduced?  And 
I  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  it  can  be  believed  that  any  State  would 
be  likely  to  sit  quietly  down  under  such  a  state  of  things.  In  a  great 
measure  of  public  interest  iheir  patriotism  may  be  sticceBsiuUy  appealed 
lo,  but  to  infer  their  assentfroni  circumstances  at  war  with  such  inference 
1  can  not  but  regard  as  calculated  to  excite  a  feeling  at  fatal  enmity  with 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country.  I  must  therefore  regard  this 
clause  as  asserting  the  power  to  be  in  Congress  to  establish  offiocs  of 
discount  in  aStatc  not  only  without  itsassenl,  but  against  its  dissent,  and 
eo regarding  it  I  can  not  sanction  it.  On  general  principles  the  right  in 
Congre^  to  prescribe  terms  to  any  State  implies  a  superiority  of  power 
and  control,  deprives  the  traiisactton  trf  all  pretense  to  compact  between 
them,  and  terminates,  as  wehnvt  s';en.  in  the  total  abrogation  of  freedom 
of  action  on  the  part  of  tlieStJites.  But,  further,  the  State  may  express, 
after  the  most  p<.»lemn  fomi  of  legislation,  its  dissent,  which  may  fi-om 
lime  lo  time  thereafter  be  repeated  in  full  view  of  its  own  interest,  which 
can  never  be  Bcparated  from  the  wise  and  beneficent  operation  of  thie 
Government,  and  yet  Congress  may  by  virtue  of  the  last  proviso  overrule 
its  law,  and  upon  grounds  which  to  such  State  will  appear  to  rest  on  a 
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constructive  necessity  and  propriety  and  nothing  more.  I  regard  the  bill 
as  asserting  for  Congress  the  right  to  incorporate  a  United  States  bank 
with  power  and  right  to  establish  offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the 
several  States  of  this  Union  with  or  without  their  consent — a  principle  to 
which  I  have  always  heretofore  been  opposed  and  which  can  never  obtain 
my  sanction;  and  waiving  all  other  considerations  growing  out  of  its 
other  provisions,  I  return  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  with 
these  my  objections  to,  its  approval.  JOHN  TYIyER. 

Washington,  September  j>,  184.1. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  feel  myself  constrained  by  the  duty 
faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  to  "preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States' '  to  return  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  the 
bill  "  to  provide  for  the  better  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement 
of  the  pubhc  revenue  by  means  of  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal 
Corporation  of  the  United  States,"  with  my  written  objections. 

In  my  message  sent  to  the  Senate  on  the  i6th  day  of  August  last, 
returning  the  bill  ' '  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal  Bank  ol 
the  United  States,"  I  distinctly  declared  that  my  own  opinion  had  been 
uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  "of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  create  a  national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  Union,"  and, 
entertaining  that  opinion,  my  main  objection  to  that  bill  was  based  upon 
the  highest  moral  and  religious  obligations  of  conscience  and  the  Consti- 
tution. I  readily  admit  that  whilst  the  qualified  veto  with  which  the 
Chief  Magistrate  is  invested  should  be  regarded  and  was  intended  by 
the  wise  men  who  made  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution  as  a  great  conserva- 
tive principle  of  our  system,  without  the  exercise  of  which  on  important 
occasions  a  mere  representative  majority  might  urge  the  Government  in 
its  legislation  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  its  framers  or  might  exert  its 
just  powers  too  hastily  or  oppressi^'ely,  yet  it  is  a  power  which  ought  to 
be  most  cautiously  exerted,  and  perhaps  never  except  in  a  case  eminently 
involving  the  public  interest  or  one  in  which  the  oath  of  the  President, 
acting  under  his  convictions,  both  mental  and  moral,  imperiously  requires 
its  exercise.  In  such  a  case  he  has  no  alternative.  He  must  either  exert 
the  negative  power  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Constitution  chiefly  for  its 
own  preservation,  protection,  and  defense  or  connnit  an  act  of  gross 
moral  turpitude.  Mere  regard  to  the  will  of  a  majority  must  not  in  a 
constitutional  republic  like  ours  control  this  sacred  and  solemn  duty 
of  a  sworn  officer.  The  Constitution  itself  I  regard  and  cherish  as  the 
embodied  and  written  will  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  It 
iH  their  fixed  and  fundamental  law,  which  they  unanimously  prescribe  to 
the  public  fuuctionaries,  their  mere  trustees  and  servants.     This  their 
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will  and  the  law  which  ihey  have  given  us  as  the  rule  of  our  action  have 
no  guard,  no  guaranty  of  preservation,  protection,  and  defense,  but  the 
oaths  which  it  prescribes  to  the  public  officers,  the  sanctity  with  which 
they  shall  religiously  observe  those  oaths,  and  the  patriotism  with 
which  the  people  shall  shield  it  by  their  own  sovereign  will,  which  has 
made  the  Constitution  supreme.  It  must  be  exerted  against  the  will  of 
8  mere  representative  majority  or  not  at  all.  It  is  alone  in  pursuance 
of  that  will  that  any  measure  can  reach  the  President,  and  to  say  that 
because  a  majority  in  Congress  have  passed  a  bill  he  should  therefore 
sanction  it  is  to  abrogate  the  power  altogether  and  to  render  its  insertion 
in  the  Constitution  a  work  of  absolute  supererogation.  The  duty  is  to 
gtiard  the  fundamental  will  of  the  people  themselves  from  (in  this  case, 
I  admit,  unintentional)  change  or  infraction  by  a  majority  in  Congress; 
and  in  that  light  alone  do  I  regard  the  constitutional  duty  which  I  now 
most  reluctantly  discharge.  Is  this  bill  now  presented  for  my  approval 
or  disapproval  such  a  bill  as  I  have  already  declared  could  not  receive 
my  sanction?  Is  it  such  a  bill  as  calls  for  the  exercise  of  the  negative 
power  under  the  Constitution  ?  Does  it  violate  the  Constitution  by  cre- 
ating a  national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  Union?  Its  title,  in  the 
first  place,  describes  its  general  character.  It  is  '  'an  act  to  provide  for 
the  better  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue by  means  of  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation  of  the 
United  States. ' '  In  style,  then,  it  is  plainly  national  in  its  character.  Its 
powers,  functions,  and  duties  are  those  which  pertain  to  the  collecting, 
kaping,  and  disbursing  the  public  revenue.  The  means  by  which  these 
are  to  be  exerted  is  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal  Corporation  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  a  corporation  created  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Utiited  States,  in  its  character  of  a  national  legislature  for  the  whole 
Union,  to  perform  th^Jiscal  purposes,  meet  X\i&  fiscal  wants  and  exigen- 
cies, supply  the  Jiscal  uses,  and  exert  the  fiscal  agencies  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  Such  is  its  own  description  of  itself.  Do  its  pro- 
visions contradict  its  title?  They  do  not.  It  is  true  that  by  its  first 
section  it  provides  that  it  shall  be  established  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; but  the  amount  of  its  capital,  the  manner  in  which  its  stock  is  to  be 
subscribed  for  and  held,  the  persons  and  bodies,  corporate  and  politic, 
by  whom  its  stock  may  be  held,  the  appointment  of  its  directors  and 
their  powers  and  duties,  its  fundamental  articles,  especially  that  to  estab- 
lish agencies  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  the  corporate  powers  and  busi- 
ness of  such  agencies,  the  prohibition  of  Congress  to  establish  any  other 
corporation  with  similar  powers  for  twenty  years,  with  express  reserva- 
*tion  in  the  same  clause  to  modify  or  create  any  bank  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  so  that  the  aggregate  capital  shall  not  exceed  five  millions, 
without  enumerating  other  features  which  are  equally  distinctive  and 
characteristic,  clearly  show  that  it  can  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  a 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  powers  seemingly  more  limited  than 
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have  heretofore-  beeu  graated  to  such  an  institatioa.  It  operates /rrjv 
over  the  t'nion  by  virtue  of  tho  iinnified  and,  in  my  vie^',  assiinieti  amhor- 
lly  of  Congress  as  a  iialional  legLslatiire.  as  diBtitigitiRhable  from  a  Imnk 
created  by  Congress  for  the  District  of  Columbia  as  the  local  legislature 
of  the  District.  Ei-erj'  United  States  bank  heretofore  created  has  liad 
power  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  as  well  as  local  discounts.  Both 
were  trading  pri\'ilegcs  conferred,  and  both  were  exercised  by  virtue  of 
the  aforesaid  power  of  Congress  over  the  whole  Union.  The  question 
of  power  remains  unchange<l  without  rcfcrcoce  to  the  extent  of  privilege 
granted.  If  this  proposed  corporation  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  local  bank 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  invested  by  Congress  with  general  powers 
to  operate  over  the  Uuion.  it  is  obnoxious  to  still  stronger  ohjcctious.  It 
assumes  that  Congress  may  invest  a  local  institution  with  general  or 
national  powers.  With  tlie  same  propriety  that  it  may  do  this  in  regard 
to  a  bank  of  the  District  of  Colunibia  it  may  as  to  a  State  bank.  Yd 
who  can  indulge  the  idea  that  tliis  Government  can  rightfully,  by  mak- 
ing a  State  bank  its  fiscal  agent,  invest  it  with  the  absolute  and  unquali- 
fied powers  conferred  by  this  bill?  When  I  come  to  look  at  the  details 
of  the  bill,  they  do  not  recoraincnd  it  strongly  to  my  adoption.  A  brief 
DOticc  of  some  of  its  provisions  will  suffice. 

First.  It  may  justify  substantially  a  system  of  discounts  of  the  most 
objectionable  character.  It  is  to  deal  in  bi!U  of  exchange  drawn  in 
one  State  and  payable  in  another  without  any  restraint,  The  bill  of 
excliange  may  have  an  unlimited  lime  lo  run,  and  its  renewabilily  is 
Dowhere  guarded  against.  It  may,  in  fact,  assume  the  most  objection- 
able form  of  accommodation  paper.  It  is  not  required  to  rest  on  any 
actiml,  real,  or  substantial  exchange  basis,  A  drawer  in  one  place  becomes 
the  accepter  in  another,  and  so  in  turn  the  accepter  may  become  the 
drawer  upon  a  mutual  understanding.  It  may  at  the  same  time  indulge 
in  mere  local  discounts  under  the  name  of  bills  of  exchange,  A  bill 
drawn  at  Philadelphia  on  Camden,  N.  J. ,  at  New  York  on  a  border  town 
in  New  Jersey,  at  Cincinnati  on  Newport,  in  Kentucky,  not  to  multiply 
other  examples,  might,  for  anything  iu  this  bill  to  restrain  it,  become 
a  mere  matter  of  local  accommodation.  Cities  thus  relatively  situated 
would  possess  advantages  over  cities  otherwise  situated  of  so  decided  a 
character  as  most  justly  to  excite  dissatisfaction. 

Second.  There  is  no  limit  prescribed  to  the  premium  in  the  purchase 
of  bills  of  exchange,  thereby  correcting  none  of  the  evils  under  which 
the  community  now  labors,  and  operating  most  injuriously  upon  the 
agricultural  States,  in  which  the  irregularities  in  the  rates  of  exchange 
are  most  severely  felt.  Nor  are  these  the  only  consequences.  A  resump- 
tion of  specie  paj-ments  by  the  banks  of  those  States  would  be  liable  to 
indefinite  postpoaement;  for  as  the  operation  of  the  agencies  of  the 
interior  would  chiefly  consist  in  selling  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  pur- 
chaser could  only  be  made  in  specie  or  the  notesof  banks  paying  itpecie, 
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tlic  State  bonts  would  either  have  to  enntinne  with  their  doors  closed  or 
exii;t  at  the  mercy  of  This  national  monopoly  of  brokerage.  Nor  can  it 
be  [Assed  over  without  remark  that  whilst  the  Ertstrict  of  Columbia  is 
made  the  seat  of  the  principarbank,  its  citizens  are  excluded  from  al) 
participation  in  any  bcnc6l  it  might  afTord  liy  a  positive  prohibition  on 
the  bank  from  all  discounting  within  the  District. 

These  are  sotne  of  the  objections  which  prominently  exist  against  the 
details  of  the  bill.  Otliers  might  be  urged  of  much  force,  but  it  would 
be  uuproGtable  to  dwell  upon  them.  Snfiice  it  to  add  that  this  charter 
is  designed  to  continue  for  twenty  years  without  a  competitor;  that  the 
defects  to  which  I  have  alluded,  being  founded  on  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  corporatiou.  are  irrevocable,  and  that  if  the  objections  be  well 
founded  it  would  be  ovcrhazardous  to  pass  the  bill  into  a  law. 

In  conclusion  I  take  leave  most  respectfully  to  say  that  I  have  felt 
the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Cougiyss  in  the  adop- 
tion of  a  fiscal  agent  which,  avoiding  all  constituiioual  objections,  should 
barroonize  couflictiug  opiutous.  Actuated  by  this  feeling,  I  have  been 
ready  to  yield  much  in  a  spirit  of  conciliatioD  to  the  opinions  of  others^ 
and  it  is  with  great  pain  tliat  I  now  feel  compelled  to  difler  from  Con- 
gress a  second  time  in  the  same  session.  At  the  comnieucenieut  of 
tKis  sesrion,  inclined  from  choice  to  defer  to  the  legislative  will,  I  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  fiscal  agent  which,  with- 
out violating  the  Constitution,  would  separate  the  public  money  fmm 
the  Executive  control  and  jxrrform  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  with- 
out being  burdensome  to  the  people  or  inconvenient  or  expensive  to 
the  Government.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  this  department  of  the 
Government  can  not  upon  constitutional  and  other  grounds  concur  tvith 
the  legislative  department  in  this  last  measure  proposed  to  attain  those 
desirable  otyects.  Owing  to  the  brief  space  between  the  period  of  the 
death  of  my  lamented  predeces-sor  and  my  own  installation  into  office,  I 
was.  ta  fact,  not  left  time  to  prepare  and  submit  a  dcfiQitlve  recommen- 
dation of  my  own  in  my  regular  message,  and  since  my  mind  has  been 
wholly  occupied  in  a  most  anxious  attempt  to  conform  my  action  to  the 
legislative  will.  In  this  communication  I  am  confined  by  the  Constitu- 
tion  to  my  objections  simply  to  this  bill,  but  the  period  of  the  regular 
session  will  soon  arrive,  when  it  will  be  my  duty,  under  another  claiLse 
of  the  Constitution,  "to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 
the  Union  and  recommend  to  their  .xinsidcration  such  measures  as"  I 
"shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."  And  I  most  respectfully  sub- 
mit, in  a  spirit  of  harmony,  whether  the  present  differences  of  opinion 
sliould  be  pressed  further  at  this  time,  and  whether  the  peculiarity  of 
my  situation  docs  not  entitle  me  to  a  postponement  of  this  subject  to  a 
more  atispicious  period  for  deliberation.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
have  distinguished  themselves  at  this  extraordinary  session  bv  lln.-  jjer- 
formance  of  an  immense  mass  of  labor  at  a  seiisou  very  unfavorable 
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boti)  to  healtli  and  action,  and  have  passed  many  laws  which  I  imst 
will  prore  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  c«iintr>'  and  fully 
answer  its  jnst  expectations.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  and  pleasure 
to  concur  with  them  in  all  measures  except  this.  And  why  should  our 
difference  on  this  alone  be  pushed  to  extremes?  It  Is  my  anxious  desire 
that  it  should  not  be.  1  too  have  been  burdened  with  extraordinaiy 
labors  of  late,  and  I  sincerely  desire  time  for  deep  and  deliberate  refiec- 
lion  ou  this  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  Administration.  May  we  not 
now  pause  until  a  more  favorable  time,  when,  with  the  most  anxious 
hope  that  the  Executive  and  Congress  may  cord'illy  unite,  some  meas- 
ure of  finance  may  be  deliberately  adt^tcd  promotive  of  the  good  of  oar 
comniou  country? 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  declare  that  the  conclu-'iions  to  which  I 
have  brought  c^yself  are  those  of  a  settled  conviction,  founded,  in  my 
opinion,  on  a  jvtst  view  of  the  Constiimioii;  that  in  arriving  at  it  i  have 
been  actuated  by  no  other  motive  or  desire  than  to  uphold  the  institu- 
tions of  the  couTilry  as  they  liave  come  down  to  ns  from  the  hands  of  oc 
godlike  ancestors,  and  that  I  shall  esteem  my  efforts  to  sustain  them,! 
even  though  I  perish,  more  honorable  than  to  win  the  applause  of  men 
by  a  sacrifice  of  my  duty  aud  my  conscience. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


PROCLAMATION. 


fPTDmSUtuttsMLaTce  (Little,  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol,  XI,  p.  tK) 

BV  THE   PrESTOBNT  OK  THK  UwiTHD  STATES  OF  AmRRICA. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

VlTicrcas  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  that  sundry  secret  lodgea,  clubs,  or  associations  exist 
ou  the  northern  frontier;  that  the  ineiubers  of  these  lodges  arc  bound 
together  by  secret  oaths;  that  they  have  collected  firearms  and  other 
military  materials  and  secreted  them  in  sundry  places;  and  that  it  is 
their  purpose  to  violate  the  laws  of  their  country  by  making  military 
and  lawless  incursions,  when  opportunity  shall  offer,  into  the  territorie 
of  a  power  with  which  the  United  £.ates  are  at  peace;  and 

Whereas  it  is  known  that  traveling  agitators,  from  both  sidrs  of  the 
line,  visit  these  lodges  and  harangue  the  members  in  secret  meeting, 
iitinmlating  them  to  illegal  acts;  and 

Whereas  the  .same  perwui-i  nre  known  to  levy  conlributions  on  the 
ignorant  and  credulons  for  their  own  1>ene6t,  thuK  .•iiipporting  and  enrich-i 
ing  themselves  by  the  basest  means  :  and 

Whereas  the  unlawful  intentions  of  the  mtsnbers  of  these  lodges  have 
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already  been  manifested  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  lives  and  property 
of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Chippewa,  in  Canada,  and  the  public  property  of 
the  British  Government  there  being  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  admonishing  all  such  evil-minded  persons  of  the 
condign  punishment  which  is  certain  to  overtake  them  ;  assuring  them 
that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  rigorously  executed  against 
their  illegal  acts,  and  that  if  in  any  lawless  incursion  into  Canada  they 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities  they  will  not  be  reclaimed 
as  American  citizens  nor  any  interference  made  by  this  Government  in 
their  behalf.  And  I  exhort  all  well-meaning  but  deluded  persons  who 
may  have  joined  these  lodges  immediately  to  abandon  them  and  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  their  secret  meetings  or  unlawful  oaths,  as 
they  would  avoid  serious  consequences  to  themselves.  And  I  expert 
'the  intelligent  and  well-disposed  members  of  the  community  to  frowu 
on  all  these  unlawful  combinations  and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist 
the  Government  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country  against  the 
mischievous  consequences  of  the  acts  of  these  violators  of  the  law. 

Given  tmder  ray  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 
|-       1     tember,  A.  D.  1841,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
■*■         '■'     States  the  sixty-sixth. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President: 

Daniel  Wbbstkr, 

Secretary  0/ State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

General  Orders. 

War  DsPARTBraNT, 
Adjctant-General's  Ofpich, 

Washington,  July  j,  1841. 
Brevet  Majoz-Oeneral  Winfield  Scott  having  been  appointed  by  tho 
President,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  the  Major- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  he  is  directed  to  assume  the 
command  and  enter  upon  his  duties  accordingly. 

By  command  of  the  President  of  the  United- States: 

R.  JONES. 

Adjutant-Ceneraf 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Wasiiingtos.  Daembtr  f.  1841. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repmtnfalives  of  the  f/nited  States: 

In  coming  together,  felloTC-citizenn,  to  enter  agnin  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  with  which  the  people  \^3.vc  charged  us  5e\'erally,  ne  find 
great  occasiou  to  rejoice  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  countrj'.  We 
arc  iu  the  eujoynnrnt  of  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  libcrtj", 
with  unexampled  mcaiis  of  education,  knowledge,  and  improvement. 
Through  the  \car  wliich  is  now  drawing  lo  a  dose  peace  has  been  in  onr 
borders  and  plenty  in  our  habitations,  .iiid  although  disease  has  v-i^ted 
some  few  portions  of  the  land  with  distress  and  mortility,  yet  in  general 
the  lie-ilth  of  the  people  has  been  presen-ed,  and  we  are  all  called  upon 
by  the  highest  obligations  of  duty  to  renew  our  thanks  and  our  devotion 
to  OUT  Heavenly  Parent,  who  has  continued  to  vouchsafe  to  us  the  eminent 
blessings  which  surround  us  and  who  lias  so  signally  cTowiied  the  yeai 
with  His  goodness.  If  we  find  ourselves  increasing  beyond  example  in 
numbers,  in  strength,  in  wealth,  in  knowledge,  in  everything  which 
promotes  human  and  sodal  happiness,  let  us  ever  remember  our  depend- 
ence for  all  these  on  the  prolectJoo  and  merciful  dispensations  of  Hivine 
Providence.  fl 

Since  your  last  adjournment  Alexander  McLeod,  a  British  subject  who  ^ 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an  American  citizen,  and  whose  case  ha.* 
been  the  subject  of  a  corres|X)ndeiice  heretofore  communicated  to  you, 
has  been  acquitted  hy  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  and  iuteUigent  jur>*,  ^ 
and  lias  uiitJer  the  judgment  of  the  coun  been  regularly  discharged.  H 

Great  Britain  liaving  made  known  to  this  Government  that  the  expe- 
dition which  was  fitted  out  from  Canada  for  the  destruction  of  the  steam*-  ^ 
boat  Carolhie'm  the  winter  of  1^:57,  and  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  fl 
of  said  boat  and  in  the  death  of  an  Amcriran  citizen,  was  undertaken 
by  orders  emanating  from  the  authorities  of  the  British  Go\'emmcnt  in 
Canada,  and  demanding  the  discbarge  of  Mcleod  upon  the  ground  that 
if  engaged  in  that  cxpcditiou  he  did  but  fulfill  the  orders  of  his  Go\'em- 
mcnt.  has  thus  been  answered  iu  the  only  way  in  which  sbc  could  be 
answered  by  a  government  the  powers  of  which  are  distributed  among 
its  several  departments  by  the  fuudaineutal  law.     Happily  for  the  people  fl 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States,  the  only  mode  by  ™ 
which  an  individual  arraigned  for  a  criminal  offense  Iwfore  the  courts  <A 
either  can  obtain  hi.i  discharge  is  by  the  independent  action  of  the  judi- 
ciarj-  and  by  proceedings  enunlly  familiar  to  the  courts  of  both  countries.  ^ 

If  in  Great  Britiin  a  power  exists  in  the  Crown  to  cause  to  be  entered  H 
a  nolle  prosequi,  whirh  is  not  the  case  with  the  Kxecutivc  power  of  the 
L'nitcd  States  upon  a  prosecution  pending  in  a  State  court,  yet  there  no 
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more  than  here  can  the  chief  executive  power  rescue  a  prisoner  from 
custody  without  an  order  of  the  proper  tribunal  directing  his  discharge. 
The  precise  stage  of  the  proceedings  at  which  such  order  may  be  made  is 
a  matter  of  municipal  regulation  exclusively,  and  not  to  be  complained  of 
by  any  other  government.  In  cases  of  this  kind  a  government  becomes 
politically  responsible  onl>-  when  its  tribunals  of  last  resort  are  shown  to 
have  rendered  imjust  and  injurious  judgments  in  matters  not  doubtful. 
To  the  establishment  and  elucidation  of  this  principle  no  nation  has  lent 
its  authority  more  efficiently  than  Great  Britain.  Alexander  McLeod, 
ha-ving  his  option  either  to  prosecute  a  writ  of  error  from  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  which  had  been  rendered  upon  his 
application  for  a  discharge,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  submit  his  case  to  the  decision  of  a  jury,  preferred  tlte  latter,  deem- 
ing it  the  readiest  mode  of  obtaining  his  liberation;  and  the  result  has 
fully  sustained  the  wisdom  of  his  choice.  The  manner  in  which  the  issue 
submitted  was  tried  will  satisfy  the  English  Government  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  will  never  fail  to  govern  the  enlightened  decision  of 
an  American  tribunal.  I  can  not  fail,  however,  to  suggest  to  Congress 
the  propriety,  and  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  making  such  pro- 
visions by  law,  so  far  as  they  may  constitutionally  do  so,  for  the  removal 
tit  their  commencement  and  at  4he  option  of  the  party  of  all  such  cases 
as  may  hereafter  arise,  and  which  may  involve  the  faithful  observance 
and  execution  of  our  international  obligations,  from  the  State  to  the  Fed- 
eral judiciary.  This  Government,  by  our  institutions,  is  charged  with 
ihe  maintenance  of  peace  and  the  preservation  of  amicable  relations 
with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  ought  to  possess  without  question 
all  the  reasonable  and  proper  means  of  maintaining  the  one  and  preser\'- 
ing  the  other.  While  just  confidence  is  felt  in  the  judiciary  of  the 
States,  yet  this  Government  ought  to  be  competent  in  itself  for  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  high  duties  which  have  been  devolved  upon  it  under  the 
organic  law  by  the  States  themselves. 

In  the  month  of  September  a  party  of  armed  men  from  Upper  Canada 
invaded  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  forcibly  seized  upon 
the  person  of  one  Grogan,  and  under  circumstances  of  great  harshness 
hurriedly  carried  him  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and  deliv- 
ered him  up  to  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada.  His  immediate  dis- 
charge was  ordered  by  those  authorities  upon  the  facts  of  the  case  being 
brought  to  their  knowledge — a  course  of  procedure  which  was  to  have 
been  expected  from  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  which  was 
not  more  due  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States  than  to  its  own  regard 
for  justice.  The  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  Department 
of  State  and  the  British  envoy.  Mr.  Fox,  and  with  the  governor  of  Vt-r- 
mont,  as  soon  as  the  facts  had  been  made  known  to  this  department,  are 
herewith  communicated. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  known  to  you  an  equally 


INCIDENTS  IN  THE   SEMINOLE  WAR. 

For  account  of  the  war  wilh  ihc  Stminolt  Indians,  stt  Encyclopodic  Index 
article  undtr  Si-niinolc  Wars.  One  of  the  jjiintls  in  the  iirecedin'j  illustration 
shows  thr:  cajilure  of  Usccohi,  ihu  leader  of  thu  Seminoli'S.  Usceola,  a  hulf- 
brced.  rallied  the  Indian  forees  under  his  leadersliip  soon  aflcr  tlic  outbreiik 
of  the  war  in  1SJ4.  lint  it  was  not  until  December  28,  1S35,  that  his  strength 
wns  realized.  On  that  day,  a  large  band  of  Seminoles  followed  Osceola  to  the 
place  shown  on  the  other  preceding  panel,  iind  there  surprised  and  tilled 
Major  D.iile  and  a!l  of  the  force  of  110  iiK-n  iindir  him.  Osceola  was  finally 
captured  by  General  Jessnp.  while  the  Indirin  was  under  the  protection  of  a 
fl.iK  of  truce,  the  United  Slates  commander  juslifyiny  his  action  by  the  fact 
that  Usceola  himself  had  broken  treaties  on  several  occasions. 
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to  invade  thdr  boundary  with  an  armed  force.  The  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  on  this  subject  will  at  a  future  day  of 
your  session  be  submitted  to  your  consideration;  and  in  the  meantime  I 
tan  not  but  indulge  the  hope  that- the  British  Government  will  see  the 
propriety  of  renouncing  as  a  rule  of  future  action  the  precedent  which 
has  been  set  in  the  affair  at  Schlosser. 

I  herewith  submit  the  correspondence  which  has  recently  taken  place 
between  the  American  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  Mr.  Steven 
son,  and  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  that  Government  on  the  right 
claimea  by  that  Government  to  visit  and  detain  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  flag  and  engaged  in  prosecuting  lawful  commerce  in  the  Af n  - 
can  seas.  Our  commercial  interests  in  that  region  have  experienced  con- 
siderable increase  and  have  become  an  object  of  much  importance,  and  ii 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  protect  them  against  all  improper  and 
vexatious  interruption.  However  desirous  the  United  States  may  be 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  they  can  not  consent  to  interpola- 
tions into  the  maritime  code  at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  other  gov- 
ernments. We  deny  the  right  of  any  such  interpolation  to  any  one  or  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  without  our  consent.  We  claim  to  have  a  voice 
in  all  amendments  or  alterations  of  that  code,  and  when  we  are  given  to 
understand,  as  in  this  instance,  by  a  foreign  government  that  its  treaties 
with  other  nations  can  not  be  executed  without  the  establishment  and 
enforcement  of  new  principles  of  maritime  police,  to  be  applied  without 
our  consent,  we  must  employ  a  language  neither  of  equivocal  import  or 
eusceptible  of  misconstruction.  American  citizens  prosecuting  a  lawful 
commerce  in  the  African  seas  under  the  flag  of  their  country  are  not 
responsible  for  the  abuse  or  unlawful  use  of  that  flag  by  others;  nor  can 
they  rightfully  on  account  of  any  such  alleged  abuses  be  interrupted, 
molested,  or  detained  while  on  the  ocean,  and  if  thus  molested  and 
detained  while  pursuing  honest  voyages  in  the  usual  way  and  violating 
no  law  themselves  they  are  unquestionably  entitled  to  indemnity.  This 
Government  has  manifested  its  repugnance  to  the  slave  trade  in  a  man- 
ner which  can  not  be  misunderstood.  By  its  fundamental  law  it  pre- 
scribed limits  in  point  of  time  to  its  continuance,  and  against  its  own 
citizens  who  might  so  far  forget  the  rights  of  humanity  as  to  engage  in 
that  wicked  traffic  it  has  long  ^nce  by  its  municipal  laws  denounced  the 
most  condirjn  punishment.  Many  of  the  States  composing  this  Union 
had  made  appeals  to  the  civilized  world  for  its  suppression  long  before 
the  moral  sense  of  other  nations  had  become  shocked  by  the  iniquities  of 
the  traffic.  Whether  this  Government  should  now  enter  into  treaties  con- 
taining mutual  stipulations  upon  this  subject  is  a  question  for  its  mature 
deliberation.  Certain  it  is  that  if  the  right  to  detain  American  ships  on 
the  high  seas  can  be  justified  on  the  plea  of  a  necessity  for  such  detention 
arising  out  of  the  existence  of  treaties  between  other  nations,  the  same 
plea  may  be  extended  and  enlarged  by  the  new  stipulations  of  new  treaties 
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to  which  the  Ifnilcd,  States  may  uot  be  a  partj'.  This  Co^-cmiinmt  will 
not  cease  tu  ursc  upon  that  of  Great  nritaiii  full  and  ample  reniiiiicration 
for  ail  tossc^.  whether  arising  from  detention  t»r  otherwise,  to  which 
American  citizens  have  heretofori;  Ijceii  or  may  hereafter  Ic  subjected 
by  the  exercise  of  rights  which  this  Co\*emiiieiit  can  not  recognize  n& 
legitimate  and  proper.  Nor  will  I  indulge  a  doubt  but  that  the  sense 
of  justice  of  Great  Britain  will  constrain  her  to  make  rclribulion  for  any 
wrong  or  loss  wliich  any  American  citiiwrn  engaged  in  the  prosecution 
of  lawftil  commerce  may  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  her  cmisersor 
other  public  authorities.  This  Govenimcnt.  at  tlic  same  linic.  will  relax 
DO  effort  to  prc\'cnt  its  citizens,  if  there  he  any  so  diiiposect,  from  prose- 
cutiuy  a  traffic  so  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  hutnanily.  It  seeks  to  do 
no  more  tliau  to  protect  the  fair  aud  honest  trader  from  molestation  and 
injury;  but  while  the  enterprising  mariuer  engaged  iu  the  pursuit  of  an 
honorable  trade  is  eutitlcd  to  its  protection,  it  will  visit  with  condign 
punishment  others  of  an  opposite  character, 

I  invite  yoiu  attention  to  existing  laws  for  the  suppressioo  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  recommend  all  such  alterations  as  may  give 
to  them  greater  force  and  efficacy.  That  the  American  flag  is  grossly 
abused  by  the  abandoned  and  profligate  a(  other  nations  is  but  too  prob- 
able. Congress  has  not  long  since  had  this  .subject  under  its  considera- 
tion, and  its  importance  well  justifies  renewed  and  anxious  attention. 

I  also  communicate  herewith  the  copy  «f  a  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Stevenson  and  Lord  Palnierston  upou  the  subject,  so  interesting  to 
severs!  of  the  Southern  States,  of  the  rice  duties,  which  resulted  hon- 
orably to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  and  advantageously  to  the  United 
States. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  annual  &es.sion  the  President  informed  Con- 
gress of  the  progress  which  had  then  been  made  in  negotiating  a  conven- 
tion between  this  Government  and  that  of  England  with  a  view  to  the 
final  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  boundary*  between  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  two  countries.  I  regret  to  say  that  little  further  advance- 
ment of  the  object  has  beeu  accomplished  since  last  year,  but  this  is 
owing  to  circumstances  uo  way  indicative  of  any  abatement  of  the  desire 
of  both  parties  to  hasten  the  negotiation  to  iis  coucluaiou  oud  to  settle 
the  question  in  dispute  as  early  as  pos.sibIe,  In  the  course  of  the  session 
it  is  my  hope  to  be  able  to  annotmce  some  further  degree  of  progress 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  highly  desirable  end. 

The  commission  appointed  by  this  Go\*emnient  for  the  exploration  and 
survey  of  the  line  of  boundary  separating  the  States  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  from  the  conterminous  British  Provinces  is.  it  is  belie\'ed, 
about  to  cl^j;  its  field  labors  and  is  expected  soon  to  report  the  resitlts 
of  its  examinations  ';o  the  Department  of  State.  The  report,  wlien 
received,  will  be  laid  before  Congress, 

The  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  pay  with  puoctuahty  the  interest 
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due  under  the  coovcnUon  of  1834  for  the  scttlenient  oE  claims  between 
the  two  countries  has  nude  it  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  call  the  par- 
tiailar  ottemioti  of  Wax  Gwemment  to  the  subject.  A  disposition  hns 
beeu  manifested  by  it,  which  is  believed  to  be  entirely  sincere,  to  fulfill 
Its  obligations  ia  this  respect  so  soon  ns  its  internal  condition  and  the 
state  of  its  finances  will  permit,  An  arrangement  is  in  progress  from 
the  result  of  which  it  is  trusted  that  those  of  our  citizens  who  have 
claims  under  the  convention  will  at  no  distant  day  receive  the  stipulated 
payments. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  aiid  Davij;ation  with  Belgium  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  Wasluugtoa  ou  the  39111  of  March,  1840,  and  was  duly 
sanctioned  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales.  The  treaty  was  ratified 
by  His  Belgian  Majest>*,  but  did  not  recei\-c  the  approbation  of  the  Bel- 
gian Chambers  within  the  time  limited  by  its  terms,  and  has  therefore 
become  void. 

Tbis  occurrence  assumes  the  graver  aspect  from  the  consideration  that 
in  T833  a  treaty  negotiated  between  the  two  Govemmenls  and  ratified 
on  the  i>art  of  the  tTnited  States  failed  to  be  ratified  on  the  jxul  of  Bel- 
gium. The  representative  of  that  Goveminent  at  Washington  informs 
the  Department  of  State  that  iie  has  been  instructed  to  give  explana- 
tions of  the  causes  which  occasioned  delay  in  the  apjjroval  of  the  late 
treaty  bj'  the  legislattire,  and  to  express  the  regret  of  the  King  at  the 
occurrence. 

The  joint  commiiision  under  the  convention  with  Texas  to  ascertain 
the  true  boundary  between  the  two  rountries  has  concluded  its  labors, 
but  the  £r^  report  of  the  coiE»tii»aioner  of  the  United  States  has  not  been 
received.  It  w  understood,  however,  that  the  meridian  line  as  traced  by 
the  commission  hcs  somewhat  farther  east  than  the  position  hitherto 
generally  assigned  to  it,  aud  consequently  includes  in  Texas  some  part 
of  the  tcrritor>-  which  had  been  considered  as  belonging  to  the  States  of 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

The  United  Slates  can  not  but  take  a  deep  iulerest  iu  whatever  relates 
to  this  young  but  growing  Republic,  Settled  principally  by  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  we  have  the  happiness  to  know  that  the  great 
principles  of  dvil  hberty  are  tliere  destined  to  iiourisli  under  wise  iusti- 
tutions  and  wholesome  laws,  and  that  through  its  example  another  evi- 
dence is  to  be  afforded  of  the  capacity  of  popular  institutions  to  advance 
the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  permanent  glory  of  the  human  race.  The 
great  truth  that  gm'emment  was  made  for  tlie  people  and  not  the  peo- 
ple for  government  has  already  been  establkhcd  in  the  practice  and 
by  the  cxiimplc  of  these  United  States,  and  we  can  do  no  other  than 
contemplate  its  further  exemplification  by  a  sister  republic  with  the 
deepest  interest. 

Onr  relations  with  the  indepenient  States  of  Ibis  hemisphere,  formerly 
under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  not  undergone  any  material  change 
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trithin  the  ijost  year.  The  incessant  sanguinaiy  conflicts  in  or  between 
*hosc  countries  arc  to  be  greatly  deplored  as  necessarily  tending  to  dis- 
able them  from  performing  their  duty  as  members  of  the  community 
of  nations  and  risiug  to  the  destiny  which  the  position  and  natural 
resources  of  many  of  them  might  lead  them  justly  to  anticipate,  oa  con- 
stantly gi\*ing  occasion  also,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  complaints  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens  who  resort  tliither  for  purposes  of  commercinl  inter- 
course,  and  as  retarding  reparation  for  wrongs  already  committed,  some 
of  which  arc  by  no  means  of  recent  date. 

The  failure  of  the  Congress  of  Ecuador  to  hold  a  session  at  the  time 
appointed  for  that  ;>urpose,  in  January  last,  will  probably  render  abor- 
tive a  tretity  of  commerce  with  that  Republic,  which  was  signed  nl  Quito 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1839,  and  hnd  been  duly  ratified  on  our  part,  but 
which  required  tbe  approbation  of  that  body  prior  to  its  ratification  by 
the  Ecuadorian  Executive. 

A  convention  which  has  been  concluded,  with  the  Republic  of  Peru, 
providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
.  States  upon  the  Government  of  that  Republic,  will  be  duly  submitted  to 
the  Senate, 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Brazilian  Go\'emmeii^  origi- 
iiating  from  captures  and  other  causes  are  still  imsatisficd.  The  United 
States  have,  howc\'cr,  so  uniformly  shown  a  disposition  to  cu!ti%-ate 
relations  of  amity  with  that  Empire  that  it  is  hoped  the  ;*-''. quivocal 
tokens  of  the  same  spirit  toward  us  which  au  uujustmeut  of  the  affairs 
referred,  to  would  afford  will  be  gi\'en  without  further  avoidable  delay. 

The  war  ivith  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida  has  during 
the  last  summer  and  fall  been  prosecuted  with  untiring  activity  and  zeal. 
A  summer  campaign  was  resolved  upon  as  the  best  mode  of  bringing  it 
to  a  close.  Our  brave  officers  and  men  who  haN-c  been  engaged  in  that 
service  have  suffered  toils  and  pri\-ations  and  exhibited  an  euergj-  which 
in  any  other  ^^'ar  would  have  won  for  them  unfading  laurels.  In  despite 
tA  the  sickness  incident  to  the  climate,  they  have  penetrated  tlie  fast- 
nesses of  the  Indians,  broken  up  their  encampments,  and  harassed  thet& 
unceasingly.  Numbers  have  bc!en  captured,  and  still  greater  numbers 
have  surrendered  and  have  been  transported  to  join  their  brethren  on 
the  lands  elsewhere  allotted  to  them  by  the  Government,  ana  a  .strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  under  the  conduct  of  the  gallant  ofiiccr  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  in  Florida  that  troublesome  and  expensive  war  is  dea- 
tioed  to  a  speedy  termination.  With  all  the  other  Indian  tribes  we  are 
enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace.  Our  duty  as  well  as  our  best  interest* 
prompts  us  to  observe  in  alt  cor  intercourse  nith  them  fidelity  in  fulfill^ 
ing  our  engagements,  the  practice  of  strict  justict;,  as  well  as  the  con- 
stant exercise  of  acts  of  bcue\-olence  and  kindness.  These  are  the  great 
instruments  of  civilization,  and  through  the  use  of  tfaem  alone  can  the 
untutored  child  of  the  forest  be  induced  to  listen  to  its  teachinirs. 
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The  Secretary  of  State,  on  wham  the  acts  o£  Congress  have  devolved 
lite  duty  of  directing  ihe  proceedings  for  the  taking  of  the  sixth  census 
or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Stale*,  will  report  to  the 
two  Houses  the  progress  of  that  work.  The  enumeration  of  persons  has 
been  completed,  and  exhibits  a  grand  total  of  17.069,453,  making  an 
increase  over  the  census  of  1830  of  4,20^,646  inhabitants,  and  showing 
a  gain  in  a  ratio  exceeding  32^  per  cent  for  the  last  ten  years. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasurj-  you  will  be  infoimed 
of  the  condition  of  the  finances.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January  last,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury submitted  to  Congress  at  the  extra  session,  was  $987,345.03.  The 
receipts  into  the  Treasury-  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  this  year  from 
aD  sotirces  amount  to  $23,467,072.52 ;  the  estimated  receipts  for  the 
fourth  quarter  amount  to  $6,943,095.25,  amounting  to  $30,410,167.77, 
and  making  with  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January 
last  $31^97.512.80.  The  expenditures  for  the  first  three  quarters  of 
this  year  amount  to  $24,734,346.97.  TIic  expenditures  for  the  fourth 
quarter  as  estimated  will  amount  to  $7,390,723.73,  thus  matting  a  total 
of  $32/325,070.70.  and  leaving  a  deficit  to  be  provided  for  on  the  ist  of 
Januarj-  next  of  about  $627,557.90. 

Of  the  loan  of  $12,000,000  which  was  authorized  by  Congress  at  its 
late  session  only  $5,432,726.88  liave  been  negotiated.  The  shortness  of 
time  which  it  had  to  run  has  presented  no  inconsiderable  impediment 
in  the  way  of  its  being  taken  by  capitalists  at  home,  while  the  same 
cause  would  have  operated  with  much  greater  force  in  the  foreign  market. 
For  that  reason  tlie  foreign  market  has  not  been  resorted  to ;  and  it  is 
now  submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  amend  the  law  by 
making  what  retnains  undisposed  of  payable  at  a  more  distant  day. 

Should  it  be  necessary,  in  any  view  that  Congress  may  take  of  the 
subject,  to  revise  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  in 
the  performance  of  that  most  delicate  operation  moderate  counsels  would 
seem  to  be  the  wisest.  The  Government  under  which  it  is  our  happi- 
ness to  live  owes  its  cxi.-rtence  to  the  spirit  of  compromise  which  pre- 
vailed among  its  framcrs :  jarring  and  discordant  opinions  could  only 
have  been  reconciled  by  that  noble  spirit  of  patriotism  which  prompted 
conciliation  and  resulted  in  harmony.  In  the  same  spirit  the  compromise 
bill,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  was  adopted  at  the  session  of  1833.  While 
the  people  of  no  portion  of  the  Union  will  ever  hesitate  to  pay  all  neces- 
sary taxes  for  the  support  of  Government,  yet  an  innate  repugnance 
exists  to  the  imposition  of  burthens  not  really  ncccwary  for  that  object. 
In  imposing  duties,  however,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue  a  right  to  dis- 
criminate as  to  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  shall  be  laid,  as  well  as 
the  amount,  necessarily  and  most  properly  exists;  otherwise  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  placed  in  the  condition  of  having  to  levy  the  same 
duties  upon  all  articles,  the  productive  as  well  as  the  uuproductiue.    The 
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sliglitesl  duty  upon  some  miuht  have  the  effect  of  causingllieir  importa- 
tion to  cease,  whereas  others,  cnteriug  exteasively  into  the  consumption 
of  the  country-,  miRht  bear  the  heaviest  without  any  sensible  diminution 
in  the  amount  iitiponcd.  So  also  the  Government  may  be  justified  in  so 
discriminatiiig  by  reference  to  other  considerations  of  don>estic  policy 
connected  with  our  manufactures.  So  lony  as  ihe  duties  sliall  \yc  laid 
with  distinct  refcrciict;  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  no  well-founded 
objection  can  exist  against  them.  It  migfit  he  esteemed  desirable  that 
no  such  augmentation  of  the  taxes  should  take  place  as  would  have  the 
effect  of  annalting'  the  land-proceeds  di.itribution  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  act  is  declared  to  be  inoperative  the  moment  the  duties  are 
increased  ticj-ond  20  per  cent,  the  niaxinmm  rate  established  by  ibc 
compromise  act.  Sonic  of  the  provision.s  of  the  coniproniise  act,  which 
will  go  into  effect  on  the  30th  day  of  June  next,  may.  however,  be  found 
exceedingly  inconvenient  in  practice:  under  any  regulations  that  Con- 
E;ress  may  adopt.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  that  relating'  to  the  home 
vahtatioa.  A  difference  in  value  of  the  some  articles  to  some  extent 
will  necessarily  exi.st  at  different  ports,  but  that  is  altogether  insigni6> 
cant  when  compared  with  the  conflicts  in  valuation  which  arc  Ukely  to 
arise  from  the  differences  of  opinion  among  the  numerous  apprsiseis 
of  merchandise.  In  many  instances  the  estimates  of  value  must  be  con- 
jectural, and  thus  as  niouv  different  rates  of  value  may  be  established 
as  there  arc  appraisers.  These  differences  in  valuation  may  also  be 
increased  by  the  inclination  which,  without  the  slip;htest  imputation  on 
their  honesty,  may  arise  on  the  part  of  the  appraisers  in  favor  of  their 
respecti\'e  ports  of  entr>'.  I  recommend  this  whole  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  with  a  single  additional  remark.  Certainty  and 
pennanency  m  any  system  of  govemracntal  policy  arc  in  all  respects  emi- 
oeutly  desirable,  but  more  particularly  is  this  true  in  all  that  affects 
trade  and  commerce,  the  operations  of  which  depend  much  more  on 
the  certainty  of  their  retnrn.i  and  calculations  which  embrace  distant 
pcriodK  of  time  than  on  high  bounties  or  duties,  which  are  liable  to 
constant  fluctuations. 

At  your  late  session  I  invited  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
currency  and  exchanges  and  urged  the  necessity  of  adopting  such  meas- 
lures  as  were  consistent  with  the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Go\-- 
emment  in  order  to  correct  the  unsoundness  of  the  one  and,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  inequalities  of  the  other.  No  country  can  be  in  the 
enjoyment  of  its  full  measure  of  prosperity  without  the  presence  of  a 
medium  of  exchange  approximating  to  uniformity  of  value.  What  is 
necessary*  as  between  the  different  nations  of  tlic  earth  is  also  important 
as  between  the  inhabitants  of  different  ports  of  the  same  country.  With 
the  first  the  precious  metals  constitute  the  chief  medium  of  circulation, 
and  such  also  would  be  the  case  as  to  ihe  la^t  but  for  inventions  com- 
paratively modem,  which  have  furnished  in  place  of  gold  and  silver  a 
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piSiper  circulation.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  comparative  analysis 
of  the  merits  of  tbe  two  systems.  Such  belonged  more  properly  to  the 
period  of  the  iiitm«3uctioii  of  the  paper  system.  The  sjieculative  philoso- 
pher might  find  induceiiieitts  to  prosecute  the  iti<iuiry,  but  his  researches 
could  only  lead  bim  to  conclude  that  the  pu|>er  system  liad  probably 
better  DCTcr  have  l)een  introduced  and  that  society  might  have  been 
much  happier  without  il.  The  practical  statesman  has  a  ver>'  different 
task  to  perform.  He  luis  to  look  at  thiugs  as  they  arc,  to  take  them  as 
be  finds  them,  to  supply  deficiencies  and  to  pnitie  excesses  as  far  as  in 
him  lies.  The  task  of  furnishing  a  corrective  for  derangements  of  the 
paper  medium  with  us  Ls  almost  inexpressibly  great.  The  power  exerted 
by  the  States  to  charter  banking  corporatiotis,  and  which.  haWng  been 
carried  to  a  great  excess,  has  filled  tbe  country  with,  in  most  of  the 
States,  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  is  an  evil  which  in  some  way  or 
other  requires  a  corrective.  The  rates  at  which  bills  of  exchange  are 
negotiated  between  different  parts  of  the  country  fumiah  an  iudcx  of  the 
\*alue  of  the  local  substitute  for  gold  and  silver,  which  ts  in  many  parts 
ao  far  depredated  as  not  to  he  received  except  at  a  large  discount  in 
payment  of  debts  or  in  the  purchase  of  produce.  It  could  earnestly  be 
desired  that  every  bank  not  poesessing  the  means  of  resumption  should 
follow  the  example  of  the  late  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  and 
go  into  liquidation  rather  than  by  refusing  to  do  so  to  continue  embar- 
raasmeots  in  the  way  of  soK-ent  institutions,  thereby  augmenting  the 
difficulties  incident  to  the  present  condition  of  things.  Whether  this 
Oo^'dnmcnt,  mth  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  has  any  power 
to  constrain  Ote  banks  either  to  resume  specie  payments  or  to  force  them 
into  Uquidation,  is  an  inquiry*  which  will  not  fail  to  claim  your  considera- 
tion. In  victv  of  lite  great  advantages  which  arc  allowed  the  corpora- 
tore,  not  among  the  least  of  which  is  the  authority  contained  iu  most  of 
their  charters  to  make  loans  to  three  times  the  amount  of  their  capital, 
thereby  often  dcri\'ing  three  times  as  much  interest  on  the  same  amount 
of  money  as  any  individual  is  permitted  by  law  to  receive,  00  suiEcient 
apology  can  be  urged  for  a  long-continued  suspension  of  specie  payments. 
Such  su^ienston  is  productive  of  tht;  grcate^^t  dcuimcnt  to  the  public  by 
expelling  from  drculatiou  the  precious  metals  and  seriously  hazarding 
the  success  of  any  effort  that  this  Government  can  make  to  increase 
comnieTcial  facihtics  and  to  adv-ancc  the  public  interests. 

Thb  ia  the  more  to  be  regretted  and  the  indispensable  necessity  for  a 
aonnd  cuixenc}-  becomes  the  more  manifest  when  we  reflect  on  the  %-ast 
aOUHsnt  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  coantrj*.  Of  thi.s  we  have  no 
statistics  nor  just  data  for  forming  adequate  opinions.  But  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  tlie  amount  of  transportation  coast^vise  by  sea,  and 
the  transportation  inland  by  railroads  and  canals,  and  by  steamboats 
mod  other  modes  of  conveyance  over  the  surface  of  our  vast  riven)  and 
immense  lakes,  and  the  value  of  properly  carried  aud  interchanged  by 
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tbese  means  fonn  a  general  aggregate  to  wbkh  the  fordgn  commerce  of 
the  country,  large  as  it  is,  makes  but  a  distant  approach. 

In  the  alusence  of  any  controlling  power  ox-er  this  subject,  which,  by 
forcing  a  general  Tcsumption  of  specie  payments.  vvoiiM  at  once  liave  the 
effect  of  restoring  a  sound  medium  of  exchange  and  would  leave  to 
the  countrj'  but  Uttlc  to  dcsiYc,  what  measure  of  rehef  falling  withio  the 
limits  of  our  constitutional  competency  docs  it  become  this  Ga\'enin]cnt 
to  adopt?  It  was  my  painful  duly  at  your  last  session,  undvr  the  weight 
of  most  solemn  obligations,  to  differ  wltli  Congress  on  tlie  measures  which 
it  proposed  for  my  approval,  and  which  it  doubtless  regarded  as  corrective 
of  existing  e\-ils.  Subsequent  reflection  aud  events  since  occurring  ha\*e 
only  •en'cct  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinions  then  entertained  and  frankly 
expressed,  I  must  be  permitted  to  a^d  that  no  scheme  of  governmental 
policy  unaided  by  individual  exertions  can  be  available  for  ameliorating 
the  present  condition  of  things.  Commercial  modes  of  exchange  nnd  a 
good  currency  are  but  the  ncccjwary  means  of  commerce  and  intercourse, 
not  the  direct  productive  sourccsof  wealth.  Wealth  can  only  be  accumu- 
lated by  the  earnings  of  industry  and  thcsavijiRs  of  frugality,  and  noth- 
ing can  be  more  ill  judged  than  to  look  to  facilities  in  borrowing  or  to  a 
redundant  circulation  for  the  power  of  discharging  pecuniary  obligations. 
The  countrj'  ts  full  of  resources  and  the  people  full  of  energy,  and  the 
great  and  permanent  remedy  for  present enibamissmenls  must  besought 
in  induslT)',  economy,  the  obser\'ance  of  good  faith,  and  the  favorable 
influcaicc  of  time.  In  pursuance  of  a  pledge  given  t.o  you  iu  my  last 
message  to  Congress,  which  pledge  I  urge  as  an  apology  for  adventuring 
to  present  you  the  details  of  any  plan,  tlie  Secretar>'  of  the  Treasury 
will  be  ready  to  submit  to  you,  should  you  rc*iuire  it,  a  plan  of  &iiance 
which,  while  it  throws  around  the  public  treasure  reasonable  gi:ards  for 
its  protection  and  rests  on  powers  acknowledged  in  practice  to  exist 
from  the  origin  of  the  Oovx-mmcnt,  will  at  the  same  time  furnish  to  the 
countr>'  a  sound  paper  medium  and  afford  all  reasonable  facilities  for  regu- 
lating the  exchanges.  When  submitted,  you  will  perceive  in  it  a  plan 
amendatory  of  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasury'  Department, 
subordinate  in  all  respecLi  to  the  will  of  Congres.1  directly  and  the  will 
of  the  people  indirectly,  self-sustaining  should  it  be  found  in  practice  to 
realize  its  promises  in  theor>',  and  repealable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 
It  proposes  by  effectual  restraints  and  by  invoking  the  true  spirit  of 
our  institutions  to  seperatc  the  purse  from  the  sword,  or,  more  properly 
to  speak,  denies  any  other  control  to  the  President  over  the  agents  who 
may  be  selected  to  carry  it  into  execution  but  what  may  be  indispensably 
necessary  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  such  agents,  and  by  wise  regulations 
keeps  plainly  apart  from  each  other  private  aud  public  funds.  It  contem- 
plates the  establishment  of  a  board  of  control  at  the  seat  of  government, 
with  agencies  at  i^ominent  commercial  points  or  wherever  else  Congivas 
Bhall  direct,  for  Ihc  safc-keepiujc  aud  difiburaement  of  the  public  moneys 
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BDiS  a  sabstituUon  at  the  option  of  the  public  creditor  of  Treasury  uotes 
in  Ueu  of  gold  and  silver.  It  proposes  to  limit  the  issues  to  on  amount 
not  1o  exceed  $[5,000,000  without  the  express  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
tive power.  It  also  authorizes  the  receipt  of  individual  deposits  of  gold 
and  silver  to  a  limited  amount,  and  the  granting  certificates  of  deposit 
dU'ided  into  such  sums  as  may  be  called  (or  by  the  depositors.  It  pro- 
ceeds a  step  further  and  authorizes  the  purchase  and  sale  of  domestic 
bills  and  drafts  resting  on  a  real  and  substantial  basis,  payable  at  sight 
or  having  but  a  short  time  to  ran,  and  drai^-n  on  places  not  less  than  100 
miles  apart,  which  authority,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessar}'  for 
Gcn-cmment  purpose*  exclusively,  isouly  to  be  exerted  upon  the  express 
condition  that  its  exercise  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  State  in  which 
the  agency  is  situated.  In  order  to  cover  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
plan,  it  will  be  authorised  to  recci\'c  moderate  premiums  for  certificates 
ixaued  on  deposits  and  on  bills  bought  and  sold,  and  thus,'  as  far  as  its 
dealings  extend,  to  furnish  facilities  to  commercial  intercourse  at  the 
lowest  possible  rates  and  to  subduct  from  the  earnings  of  industry 
the  least  posi^ible  sum.  It  uses  the  State  banks  at  a  distance  from  the 
agencies  as  auxiliaries  without  imparting  any  power  to  trade  in  its  name. 
It  is  subjected  to  such  guards  and  restraints  as  liave  appeared  to  be  nec- 
essary. It  is  the  creature  of  law  and  exists  only  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Legislature.  It  is  made  to  rest  on  an  actual  specie  basis  in  order  to 
redeem  the  notes  at  v.  le  places  of  L<»ue,  produces  no  dangerous  redun- 
dancy of  drctUalion,  affords  no  temptation  to  speculation,  is  attended  by 
no  in^tiun  of  prices,  is  equable  in  its  operation,  makes  the  Treasur)' 
ncKcs  (which  it  may  use  aloug  with  the  certificates  of  deposit  and  the  notes 
of  spccic-payinff  banks)  convertible  at  the  place  where  collected,  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  Govemmcut  dues,  and  without  violating  any  principle 
of  the  Constitution  affords  the  Government  and  the  people  such  facilities 
as  are  called  for  by  the  wants  of  both,  Such,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  are 
its  recommendations,  and  in  view  of  them  it  will  be  submitted,  whenc\'er 
3roa  may  require  it,  to  your  consideration. 

t  am  not  able  to  perceive  that  any  fair  and  candid  objection  can  be 
urged  against  the  plan,  the  principal  outlines  of  n*hich  I  have  thus  pre- 
sented. I  can  not  doubt  but  that  the  notes  which  it  proposes  to  fumish 
at  the  voluntary  option  of  the  public  creditor,  issued  in  lieu  of  the  reve- 
nue and  its  certificates  of  deposit,  will  be  maintained  at  an  equality  with 
gold  and  stiver  e^'crywhere.  Tbey  are  redeemable  In  gold  and  .<d!ver  on 
demand  at  the  places  of  issue.  They  are  receivable  everywhere  in  pay* 
(Dent  of  Government  dues.  The  Treasury  notes  are  limited  to  an  amount 
of  one-fourth  less  than  the  estimated  annual  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  and 
in  addition  they  rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  Go^■emmeut  for  their  redemp- 
tion. If  all  these  assurances  are  not  suEGcieut  to  make  tbem  available, 
Iben  the  idea,  as  it  Heems  to  me,  nf  furnishing  a  sound  paper  medium  of 
exchange  may  be  entirely  abandoned. 
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If  s  fear  be  indulged  that  the  Government  may  be  tempted  to  run  into 
A'^'l*^  ui  its  issues  at  any  future  day,  it  seems  to  me  that  oo  such  apprc- 
henaon  can  reasonably  be  entertained  until  all  confidence  in  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  and  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  people  them- 
selves, shall  be  lost.  The  weightiest  considerations  of  policy  reqtiire 
that  tbe  restraints  noiA*  proposed  to  be  thron'n  around  the  measure  should 
not  for  liglil  causes  be  removed.  To  argue  »gain>it  any  proposed  plan 
its  liability  to  possible  abuse  is  to  reject  e^'erj-  expedient.  »Dce  every- 
thing dependent  on  human  action  is  liable  to  abuse.  Fifteen  mitlious  of 
Treasury  notes  may  be  issued  as  the  maximum,  but  a  discretionary 
power  is  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  control  under  that  sum,  and  every 
consideration  will  unite  in  leading  theni  to  feel  their  way  %vith  caution. 
For  the  first  cixht  years  of  the  existence  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  Tnitcd 
States  its  drculatioo  barely  exceeded  $4,000,000.  and  for  five  of  its  most 
prosperous  years  it  was  about  equal  to  $16,000,000;  furthermore,  the 
aatborit>*  given  to  recei\*e  private  depo<tJts  to  a  limited  amount  and  to 
issue  certificates  in  such  sums  as  may  be  called  for  by  the  depositors 
may  so  far  fill  up  the  channels  of  circulation  as  greatly  to  diminish  the 
necessity  of  any  considerable  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  A  restraint  upon 
the  amount  of  private  deposits  luts  seemed  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
from  an  apprehension,  thought  to  be  well  founded,  that  in  anycraeigcncy 
of  trade  confidence  might  be  so  far  shaken  in  the  banks  as  to  induce  ft 
withdrawal  from  them  of  private  deposits  with  a  view  to  insure  their 
tinquestioiLible  safety  when  deposited  with  the  Government,  which 
might  prove  eminently  disastrous  to  the  State  banks.  Is  it  objected 
that  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  agencies  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange? 
It  is  answered  that  such  dealings  are  to  be  carried  on  at  the  lowest  po»- 
sible  premium,  are  made  to  rest  on  an  unquestionably  sound  basis,  are 
designed  to  reimburse  merely  Uie  expenses  which  would  otherwise  de\'ol\*e 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  are  in  strict  subordination  to  *he  dedsiou  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Augusta  against  Earle.  and 
other  reported  cases,  aijd  thereby  avoids  all  conflict  with  State  jurisdic- 
tion, which  I  hold  to  be  indispensably  reqtii-site,  It  leaves  the  banlciuf 
privileges  of  the  States  without  interference,  looks  to  the  Treasur)*  and 
the  Union,  and  while  furnishing  every  facility  to  the  first  is  carcfiU  of  the 
interests  of  the  last.  But  above  all.  it  is  created  by  law,  is  amendable  by 
.flw,  aud  is  repefllable  by  law,  and,  wedded  as  I  am  to  no  theory,  but  look- 
ing solely  to  the  adv-aiicement  of  the  pubfic  good,  I  shall  be  among  the 
very  first  to  urge  its  repeal  if  it  be  found  not  to  subserve  the  piu-poses  and 
objects  for  which  it  may  be  created.  Nor  will  the  plan  be  submitted  in 
any  overweening  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  my  own  judgment,  but 
with  much  greater  reliance  on  the  n-isdom  and  patriotism  of  Congress. 
I  can  not  abandon  this  subject  without  urging  upon  j*ou  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner,  whatever  may  be  your  action  on  the  suggestions  which 
i  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit,  to  relieve  the  Chief  Kzecutive 
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Magistrate,  by  any  and  lU)  conatitntional  means,  from  a  coatrolUng  power 
over  the  public  Treasury.  If  in  the  plan  proposed,  should  yoii  deem  it 
worthy  of  5-our  considcratiou,  that  separation  is  not  as  complete  as  you 
may  desire,  you  will  doubtless  amend  it  in  that  particular.  For  myself, 
I  disclaim  all  desire  to  !ut\*e  any  control  over  the  public  moneys  other 
than  what  is  indispensably  necessary  to  execute  the  laws  irhich  you  may- 
pass. 

Nor  can  X  fail  to  advert  in  this  connection  to  the  debts  which  many 
of  the  States  of  the  Union  have  contracted  abroad  and  under  wbicli  they 
continue  to  labor.  That  indebtedness  amounts  to  a  sum  not  less  than 
^20o.cxio.ooo,  and  which  has  been  retributed  to  them  for  the  motst  part 
in  worka  of  iiitemal  impro\'ecieut  which  are  destined  to  prm-e  of  \-ast 
importance  in  ultimately  advancing  their  prosperity  and  wealth.  Fca" 
the  debts  thus  contracted  the  States  are  alone  responsible.  I  can  do  no 
more  than  express  the  belief  that  eacli  State  will  feel  itself  bound  by 
every  consideration  of  honor  as  well  as  of  interest  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments with  punctuality.  The  failure,  howe\'er,  of  any  one  State  to  do 
so  should  in  no  degree  affect  the  CTe<tit  of  the  rest,  and  tlie  foreign  capi- 
talist will  have  no  just  cause  to  experience  alarm  as  to  all  other  State 
Stocks  because  any  one  or  more  of  the  States  may  neglect  to  provide  with 
punctuality  the  means  of  redeeming  their  cngaKcincnts.  Even  such 
States,  should  there  be  any,  con^dcring  tlie  great  rapidity  wit!i  which 
their  resources  arc  developing  themselves,  will  not  fail  to  have  the  means 
at  no  vcrj*  distant  day  to  redeem  their  obhgations  to  the  uttermost  far- 
thing; nor  will  I  doubt  but  that,  in  ^iew  of  that  honorable  conduct  which 
has  nrennore  governed  the  States  and  tlie  people  of  the  Union,  they  will 
each  and  all  resort  to  every  legitimate  expedient  before  they  will  forego 
a  faithful  compliance  with  their  obligalioiis. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  other  reports  accom- 
panying it  you  will  be  informed  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  fortifications  designed  for  the  protection  of  our  principal  cities,  road- 
steads, and  inland  frontier  during  the  present  year,  together  with  their 
true  state  and  condition.  They  will  be  prasecoted  to  completion  with 
all  the  expedition  which  the  means  placed  by  Congress  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Esccuti\'c  will  allow. 

I  recommend  particularly  to  your  consideration  that  portion  of  the  Sec- 
retary's report  which  proposes  the  establishment  of  a  chain  of  military 
poets  from  Council  Bluffs  to  some  point  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  \vithin  our 
limits.  The  benefit  thereby  destined  to  accrue  to  our  citizens  engaged 
in  the  fur  trade  over  that  wilderness  region,  added  to  the  importance  of 
cultivating  friendly  relations  with  savage  tribes  inhabiting  it.  and  at  the 
same  time  of  gi>-ing  protection  to  our  frontier  settlements  and  of  cstab- 
ItflhiDg  the  means  of  safe  intercourse  between  the  American  settlements 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  ,ind  those  on  tbis  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  would  seem  tosuggest  the  importance  of  carrying  into  effect 
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the  recommeadatioDS  upoa  this  liead  with  ss  little  delay  as  tnaj:  be 
practicable. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  place  you  in  possession 
of  the  present  condition  of  thtit  important  ami  of  the  national  defense. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  add  to  its  efQciency.  aud  I  can  not  too 
strongly  urge  uixin  you  liberal  appropriations  to  that  branch  of  the  public 
service.  Inducements  of  the  weightiest  character  exist  for  the  adoption 
of  thk  course  of  policj'.  Our  extended  and  otherwise  exposed  maritime 
frontier  calls  for  protection,  to  the  fumisliiug  of  which  an  efficient  na^'al 
force  is  indispensable.  Wc  look  to  no  foreign  conquests,  nor  do  we  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  competition  with  any  other  nation  for  stipremacy  OU 
the  ocean;  but  it  is  due  not  only  to  the  honor  but  to  the  security  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  that  no  nation  should  be  permitted  to  in\'ade 
our  waters  at  pleasure  and  subject  our  towns  aud  villages  to  conflagra- 
tion or  pillage.  Economy  in  al!  brniiche-s  of  the  public  service  ift  dtje 
from  all  llie  public  agents  to  the  people,  but  parsimony  alone  would 
suggest  the  withholding  of  the  necessary'  means  for  the  protection  of  our 
domestic  firesides  from  ia%-asiocL  and  our  national  honor  from  disgrace. 
I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  to  Congress  to  abstain  from  all  appro- 
priations for  object:^  not  absolutely  necessary;  but  I  take  upon  myself, 
without  a  moment  of  hesitancy,  all  the  responsibility  of  recommending 
the  increase  and  prompt  etiuipment  of  that  gallant  Nfti*y  which  has 
lighted  up  every  sea  with  its  victories  and  spread  an  imperishable  glory 
over  the  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  will  claim  your  particular  atten- 
tion, not  only  because  of  the  valuable  suggestions  which  it  contains,  hut 
because  of  the  great  importance  which  at  all  times  attaches  to  that  inter- 
esting branch  of  the  public  scrvHce.  The  increased  expense  of  transport- 
ing the  mail  along  the  principal  routes  necessarily  claims  the  public 
attention,  aud  lias  awakened  a  corresponding  solicitude  ou  the  part  of 
the  Go\'ernmcnt.  The  transmission  of  the  mail  must  keep  pace  with 
those  facilities  of  intcrcoinmnuication  which  are  every  day  l>cconiing 
greater  through  the  building  of  railroads  and  the  application  of  steam 
power,  but  it  can  not  be  disguised  that  in  order  to  do  so  the  Post-Office 
Department  is  subjected  tu  heavy  exactions.  The  hues  of  conimunica- 
tion  between  distant  parts  of  the  Union  are  to  a  great  extent  occupied  by 
railroads,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  possess  a  complete  monopoly, 
and  the  Department  is  therefore  liable  to  heavy  and  unreasonable  charges. 
This  evil  i.s  destined  to  great  increase  in  future,  and  some  timely  meastire 
may  become  neces3ar>"  to  guard  against  it. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  your  consideration  a  practice  which 
has  grown  up  in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  which,  I  am 
deeply  convinced,  ought  to  be  corrected.  I  allude  to  the  exercise  of  the 
power  which  usage  rather  than  reason  lias  vested  in  the  Presidents  of 
removing  incambents  from  office  in  order  to  substitute  others  more  in 
favor  with  tlic  dominant  party.  My  own  conduct  iu  this  respect  has 
been  governed  by  u  conscientious  purpose  to  exercise  the  removing  power 


John  Tyler 


1942 


only  in  cases  of  uafaitlifulness  or  inability .  or  in  those  tn  Tvhtcli  its  exercise 
appearetl  necessar>-  in  order  to  discountenimce  and  suppress  that  spirit  of 
acdve  portiiiauship  on  the  part  of  holders  of  office  which  not  only  with- 
draws them  from  the  steady  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 
bnt  exerts  an  undue  and  injurious  influence  o^'e^  elections  and  degrades 
the  cluracter  of  iheCovenimeiit  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  Chief 
Magi:^ntlc  as  being  a  party  through  his  agents  in  tbc  secret  plots  or  open 
workings  of  political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  exercise  of  thiR  power  nothing  Khonid  he  left  to  dis- 
crvtion  which  may  safely  be  rt^gulated  by  law,  and  it  is  of  IiJgh  impor- 
tance to  restrain  as  far  as  possible  the  stimulus  of  personal  interests  in 
pabtic  elections.  Considering  tbc  great  increase  which  has  been  made 
in  public  offices  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  and  the  probability  of 
further  itKreasc,  %ve  incur  the  bayard  of  wilncMsing  violent  political  con- 
tests, directed  too  often  to  tbc  single  object  of  retaining  office  by  those 
who  are  in  or  obtaining  it  by  tho«)e  who  are  out.  Under  the  influence  of 
these  convictions  I  slwll  cordially  concur  in  any  constitutional  measure 
for  regulating  and.  by  rcgulatiug,  restraining  the  power  of  removal. 

I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  without  further 
delay  some  specific  application  of  the  funds  derived  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Stnitbson.  of  England,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  which  have 
heretofore  been  vested  in  public  stocks  until  such  time  as  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  give  them  a  speci6c  direction.  Nor  will  you,  I  feci  con- 
fident, permit  any  abatement  of  the  principal  of  the  legacy  to  be  made 
should  it  turn  out  that  the  stocks  in  which  the  investments  have  been 
nude  have  undergone  a  depreciation. 

In  conclusion  I  commend  to  your  care  the  interests  of  this  District, 
forwbicb  you  are  the  exclusive  legislators.  Considering  that  this  city  is 
the  residence  of  the  Go\'cmmcnt  and  for  a  large  part  of  the  year  of  Con- 
gress, and  considering  also  the  great  cost  of  the  pubUc  buildings  and  the 
propriety  of  affording  them  at  all  times  careful  protection,  it  seems  not 
unreasonable  that  Congress  should  coutribute  toward  the  expense  of  an 
efficient  police  jqjjj^  TYLER. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 


WASHnrcTON,  Deetmher  y,  1847. 
To  Ou  Senate  ef  the  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  liercwith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  yd  of  March  last,  calling  for  a 
coropKrative  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  public  defenses,  of  all  the 
preparations  and  means  of  defense,  and  of  the  actual  and  auCborized 
strength  of  the  Army  on  the  ist  of  January,  1839,  and  the  1st  of  January, 
1841-  JOHN  TYLER. 
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Washiwoxok,  Detanber  y,  r84T. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transtnit  herewith  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  iu  compliance 
with  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  3,  1841,  re^Ject- 
ing  the  inilitar>'  aud  naval  defenses  of  the  country,  as  relates  to  the 
deCeuiies  uuder  thu  supcriutcudeucc  uf  that  Department. 

JOHN  TYI.ER. 

Washington.  December  s.  1841, 

To  the  House  of  Repreifntativrs  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre5entati\*cs  of  tlie" 
4th  of  September  lost,  requesting  iufonnalion  touching  the  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

■Washtngton,  Deermber  8,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Sccrctar>'  of  the  TrcasuryT 
exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  which  have  been  made 
in  that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  Mardi,  1S09, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establisbmt 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.  " 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  39,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  (he  United  States: 

1  herewith  tramanit  to  the  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary*  of 
State,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  37th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washtwoton,  fantmn'  /,  rSfa. 
To  the  ffojise  of  RefiresatiaHves  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  iijth  of  June,  1841, 
requesting  the  apprecate  amount  of  each  description  of  persons  within 
the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  hy  counties  and  principal  towns. 

JOHN'  T\T.ER. 

■SiRtInt  thai  ao  tin>|K»illan  Iim  bccu  nukJc  by  clthci  Ihc  L'DSUd  SUle*  or  lireat  nrluin  ftMi*c 
lo  ibc  biuIiulI  liiilii  ot  M»rcti. 
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Washington,  January  lo,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Peru, 
signed  at  Lima  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  providing  for  the  adjustment 
and  satisfaction  of  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Government  of  that  Republic. 

For  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  Senate  with  the  nature  and  amount 
of  those  demands  and  with  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  I  also  commu- 
nicate a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  the  agents  of  the 
two  Governments  as  relate  thereto.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  ly,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  and  final  decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
convention  with  the  Republic  of  Texas  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  that  Republic. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Washington,  January  18,  1842. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 

of  the  14th  instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 

by  which  it  was  accompanied.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  tp,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  ^xompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
nth  instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  January  27,  1842. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  J  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  August,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

*EclatIiis  to  Ameriean  dtUena  captured  near  Santa  Fe,  Mexico,  bjr  tbe  Mexican  anny, 
t  TransmittinK  correspondence  relative  to  the  action  of  the  authorities  ol  Nassau.  New  Provi- 
dence, In  the  impriaonment  of  slaves  charged  with  mutiny  and  murder,  tlie  refusal  to  surrender 
Chcm  to  tbe  United  States  consul  for  trial  in  tbe  United  States,  and  the  liberation  of  alavea,  all  of 
lUd  alBTCa  b«ln£  a  part  of  the  carzD  of  the  United  Statca  brig  Creole. 

t  Bclatins  to  the  orieio  of  the  Seminole  war,  slaves  captured  durine  said  wat  hj'  United  Staler 
tioopa,  ct<^ 
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WASHracTOS,  Februaiy  s,  iSfa. 
To  the  Sefia/e  if/the  UniUd  States.- 

I  traDsmit  herewith  to  tbt  Senate  coi^ica  of  a  rtporl  and  letter  from  the 

COtnmissioiicr^  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  exploration  and  Btirve>" 

of  the  boundary  line  Ijetween  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 

and  the  coutcrminous  British  ProxHnces,  showing  tlie  progress  made  in 

that  work  during  the  pa.st  5ca»on,  and  submitting  an  estimate,  to  which 

I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress,  of  the  funds  that  will  he  rcqnisilc  for 

completing  the  surveys  yet  to  l>c  made  on  the  boundary,  and  the  oflicc 

work  couse<],u«iit  ttiereott,  aud  for  completing  the  maps  of  surveys  already 

'"^*'*-  JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  meeisage  vms  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Stcrctttry  o/Slaie: 

Tb«  undersigned,  couuniaaloBent  appointed  hy  the  PreKident  of  the  Dnitcil  Stntca 
fgr  the  puipoM  of  cxplonii|{  and  Barvcylii£  the  boundary  line  bctweca  the  State*  of 
Maine  and  New  HautpthJie  and  tbe  BritiBb  rrovincea  In  North  America,  nspectfall; 
report — 

That  ill  pOTsuAncc  of  the  duties  of  their  appointment  they  have  in  tbc  counc  ol 
the  late  season  ijerfomied  the  following  nunTyit  und  esplfiriit-itins: 

t.  Thfi  nieridian  line  of  the  monument  at  the  source  of  tlie  St.  Crotx  has,  under 
the  direction  of  J.  D.  Graham,  been  carefully  and  accurately  traced  from  lliestaikm 
in  the  vicinity  of  Houlton  wliere  the  laburs  of  the  yeni  1S40  terminated  to  n.  point 
4  Qiiles  north  of  the  St.  John  Kivcr  in  the  vicinity  of  Hie  Graud  Fall»,  bclDK  a  du- 
tance  of  Si  miles  from  thv  mouimient.  Tiic  timber  haa  been  removed  along  this  tine 
to  n  width  neceuary  for  ita  accurate  prolongation  and  (or  the  requiaite  (utronom* 
teal  ohacrvalious  at  various  points  upon  it,  and  a  coircct  profile,  or  venical  section, 
baa  also  been  obtained  fay  meana  of  the  B|)irit  level  the  whole  of  the  distance  ahora 
tnetiUoned. 

Bcaides  th«  astronomical  observations  ueeeaaary  to  obtain  and  continue  the  due 
soith  direction  upon  Uiih  line,  numeniux  innttnetic  iiliKiM'vntiQna  have  al«a  1>een  madt 
at  a  number  of  points  upon  it,  in  ortlcr  to  eliow  the  pliy^cal  cauaea  whtcb  must 
Operate  to  produce  Bcrions  diecrcpAncics  bctwecti  n  meridian  line  properly  traced 
and  mch  a  one  aji  hits  actually  separated  the  jurisdiciion  of  Uie  two  Governments 
since  the  attempt  in  the  ycara  tSi;  and  iSiS  to  define  and  mark  thia  portion  of  ibe 
boondary  under  the  provimons  of  tbe  treaty  of  Ghent,  tilthough  no  portion  of  thai 
line  was  ever  ratified  or  made  trading  upon  tbe  patties  U>  the  treaty. 

Upon  this  portion  of  the  survey  there  have  bevu  chained,  including  meaBOied 
oflfaets  to  the  old  line  and  to  other  important  point«,  85  mile*. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-two  tnuuit  observations  of  heavenly  bodies  have  been 
mndr,  aidcil  by  three  excellent  cbrDuometcrs,  for  the  dctcnuinatiuu  of  tbe  tnK 
meridian  direction,  inoKt  of  which  also  served  for  Die  computation  of  Che  correet 

time. 

For  the  detcrminallon  of  the  longitude  of  tills  meriiUati  west  of  the  Hoyal  Oli»eTA-a 
torj-of  Greenwich  andthe  latitudes  of  four  important  points  upon  it  there  were  niadi 
eighty-five  complete  »cts  of  astronomical  ob»erN-Btion«,  including  altitudes  of  the  ans 
and  stars  and  the  meridian  transits  of  the  moon  and  nioou<ulmliutiiig  stara. 

The  number  of  barometric  observatioiu  made  upon  th«  lias  and  in  iU  vicinity  il 
$,7<i7 ;  besides  which  there  were  made  at  Calais,  for  corapariaon  with  the  level  of 
mean  tide  on  the  St.  Croix,  1,336  similar  obscrvRtioaa 
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There  hBV«  b««B  dctermiard  in  altitude  nbavD  or  below  the  level  of  tbe  monii- 
acnt,  b^  mcana  ot  tlie  spirit  In'cl,  I1716  poiaU,  and  the  altitudes  of  i,Si6  other 
^polttls  bav-e  been  similarly  obwrved  ia^rder  to  verify  the  altitude  of  the  mDQUtDetlt 
-  above  the  level  cA  mean  tide  nt  Calais. 

For  the  dcicrminatioti  of  tbe  magDctic  varialion  al  a  noinber  of  points  on  the  me- 
rtdiui  line,  more  than  300  obaervatiOTM  have  hc«ii  nude  upon  four  different  needles. 
Rnd  for  tbe  detennioation  of  the  magnetic  dip  at  fovr  principal  atattona  on  tbe  some 
meridian  30oobscn-atioas  have  1)ecn  mndc  upon  two  different  needles. 

CtMier  the  difeclious  at  the  same  coinnitarioner  the  line  claimed  by  Greet  Britain 
Croa  Uara  Hill  and  chat  icccntly  cboacu  b;  Hcaara.  Undga  and  FicBtbentoahaugh 
bave  been  sumjrcd  weatmnl  fmm  the  meridian  line  to  the  higfalanda  near  the  head 
waters  <A  tbe  AroostoolE,  and  tbe  nece«nry  data  obtained  for  tbe  oonatnetioo  of  a 
conect  map  of  that  portion  of  country. 

Upon  this  xtirvcy,  without  reckoning  tbe  distances  travd»d  for  approaching  many 

Important  points  of  observstion,  there  bave  been  actually  meanized  with  the  chaia 

■Dd  cooraed  with  proper  inatrutnenti  367  mile^f,  including  the  Aroostook.  Rjtct  from 

Its  mouth  to  tbe  point  where  it  receJi'es  tbe  Lapawmpeag  Stream,  a  profile  of  the 

.  cotutry  fnim  the  head  waters  of  the  Uoluncus  to  the  St.  }oIin  at  Fi&b  River,  and 

'■och  other  importunt  line*  ax  were  iieceiiftary  for  oblaininK  the  correct  topography 

'<rf  the  wnntrr,  and  the  altitudes  of  many  points  upou  tbe  line  elaimed  by  Greet 

Britain  as  tbe  bonndarj,  in  the  vicinity  of  tlic  Aroostook,  hnve  been  obtmucd. 

Ten  principal  points  have  been  determined  in  latitude  und  longitude  by  means  of 
113  sets  of  astronomical  obaervations,  aided  by  three  good  chronometers,  and  seven- 
teen other  points  hare  been  determined  by  triimiipilation  'with  n  portable  ttaeodolile. 
Two  hundred  aud  &ve  points  have  been  determined  in  altittide  bj-  means  of  1^19 
bBiametric  obscrrations,  and  seventeen  by  mcaiu  of  the  theodolite  and  spirit  level. 
Onehnndtedand  ninety-two  observations  haveheen  made  for  determining  Uie  varia- 
tion o(  the  masnetie  needle  at  three  important  points. 

The  field  dntics  above  mentioned  arc  considered  to  fnmisb  stifficicnt  data  for  a 

oorteet  nuqi  of  the  line  reported  ttpon  by  the  late  British  coram  isslonem,  Colead 

Mnd^e  and  Mr.  Ftetherstonhaugb,  hetwceu  (he  St.  John  Rit'cr  and  the  bead  of  tbe 

AicoBtook.bomdesaoime  lateral  explorations  of  can«dera.ble  extent  thntwill  have  an 

importBint  beoHnfc  upon  this  branch  of  the  snbjcct,     Tbe  work  accomplished  is  full 

I  oiacb  OS  could  have  been  properly  done  in  a  single  season,  marked,  as  the  Ust 

'  Was,  by  an  unusual  drought  of  long  cnutiiiuance,  which  rendered  it  impoauble  to 

I  saoeaii.  even  with  light  canoes,  Knue  of  the  smaller  »ireama.  espedfllly  those  fonuing 

'the  north  westernmost  aonrces  of  tbe  Arocwt»o):.    These  tnight  tic  pnntitahly  explored 

another  season. 

3.  Tbe  division  under  thedirectionof  A.  Talcotthn.-*,  besides  verifying  a  pArtoftlie 

jU]w  of  1EI40  and  tracing  tlie  comse  uf  ludlau  Stream  (a  branch  of  the  Connecticut) 

I  to  its  sonroe,  explored  and  surveyed  the  tine  of  higlttsuds  -wluch  extends  from  tlw 

Kamcbec  rood  to  the  Tcmlscouata  pnrtiige,  and  ?■)  much  of  tbe  line  clAimcd  by 

Gnat  Britain  a%  extetids  from  the  Kennel>cc  rood  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  tbe  bead 

of  tbe  Aroostook  River. 

In  tbe  oourvc  of  this  survey,  without  ormiitiug  the  lines  of  approocli  or  grouiKt  trav 

cled  over  more  than  once,  70^  mile*  hnve  Iwen  paxsed  over  and  such  notes  taken  as 

.  vfll  form  tbctMBos  of  a  map.     Of  these  703  miles,  3^  are  upon  the  linen  nr«pcctivcly 

■  daisied  as  boundaries  by  the  Govemmenis  of  tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain.    In 

[the  course  of  these  sm-Tcy«,  in  onlcr  to  the  gcognpbical  determination  of  the  position 

of  tbe  line,  Ihc  latitudes  of  54  points  liave  been  determined  tiy  means  of  1 14  seta  of 

altitudes  of  hea^'enly  bodies,  and  the  sets  of  subsidiary  oh3cr\-atiofis  for  time  and  for 

the  determination  of  longitude  by  cbraaomctcrs  amount  to  345.    The  muabcr  of  paints 

at  which  bbsrrvntions  have  lieen  nude  by  barometers  for  tlie  jmrptMe  of  determining 

their  altitndM  is  9^0,  of  wbicli  669  are  upon  the  bonndnries  respectively  claimed  by 
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tfae  two  coimtrin.  TI10  nnmber  of  sepante  seu  of  bumnetrJc  readings  made  «t  time 
p<>ii)tt>  aswuots  to  1,981 ,  wb  Uc  Ukisc  inoide  At  the  fixed  sUtiiMU,  vritb  vbich  the  fontua' 
arc  to  be  compared,  amount  lo  r.67r. 

J.  The  division  iinilcr  the  direction  of  J.  Renwiclc  boa  explored  or  aurx-cyed  llt« 
line  of  liigblands  fmni  the  southeastern  extremity  of  LaVc  MsUtpcdiac  to  tbe  vicinity 
of  tbe  river  Du  Loup,  where  the  Jiiie  o[  survey  baa  been  connected  with  that  o(  A, 
Talcott  In  Ulia  sui%'cy  a  gap  ia  yet  left  of  a  few  miles  on  the  wcMcm  «>de  of  the 
valley  of  tin;  Rimouski  near  ila  iwurcc. 

In  tbe  courae  of  the  opemtioiia  of  this  diviaJon  586  miles  haw  been  poaaed  over 
and  euch  notes  tnVen  as  nill  form  tbe  basis  of  a  map.  Of  tbeae  586  miles.  375  bave 
been  R4.-tuuIIy  tnenitureil.  9c^  arc  u]>oii  tlie  boundary  daimeit  by  tlie  United  Slates. 
and  abuul  30  tipou  the  line  jH-ititcd  o"t  by  (he  proclamation  of  tbe  King  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  7th  of  Oclober,  i-6ji,  n^  the  !»utheTii  bonndaryof  the  rrovincc  of 
C«cbtc,  tnokinf;  in  all  239  milea  of  (he  lieiRht  of  land. 

la  tbe  coujK  of  thcM:  sur\Y)'s,  in  order  to  tbe  geographical  determination  of  the 
position  of  the  line,  Ihi-  Lititudoi  iif  47  poiiitit  have  been  determineil  by  nieanx  of  8I5 
■ets  of  ullitudcs  of  heavenly  lioilit.-^,  and  the  »«t»  of  subsidiary  obacrratioiis  for  time 
and  for  the  detcrminotioii  of  lougitudc  by  cliranomctcrs  amount  to  i^  The  nambcr 
of  points  at  whi(^  otjHer\-utiona  have  been  made  by  haroineieni  for  the  purpose  of 
detennininK  thdr  altitudea  is  407,  of  which  367  ore  upon  the  boundary  claimed  bjr 
the  United  Sinter.  Tlie  niimher  of  neparale  Mts  of  baruraetrie  rcndin]^  made  at  tbeac 
points  amounts  to  1,153,  while  those  made  at  tbe  fixed  stations  omomit  to  837. 

The  division  of  Major  Graham  not  haviTig-  returned  from  the  field  until  within  a 
iew  day*,  neither  the  reduction  of  the  aatronomteat  observations  nor  any  of  tbe  office 
work  preparatory  to  a  literal  map  baa  yet  bceu  commenced  by  his  division. 

The  office  work  of  the  dirisionn  of  A.  Tulcott  and  J.  Rcnwick  has  bc'en  Eteadily 
carricil  on  aince  the  return  of  thu»e  couimi^voen  from  Uie  field  in  tbe  month  of 
October,  and  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  calculations  and  plotting  prepara- 
tory to  the  eanstruction  of  niop<,  and  necessary  bs  umteriAla  for  n  georml  report. 

In  this  stale  of  llie  worl;  of  Uic  several  Lliviiions  Uie  undersigneil  find  Uiemsclves 
tmder  t]i«  neceasity  of  communicating  to  the  StAte  Department  that  the  further 
progrcM  of  their  operalion.i  i.i  al>niit  to  hr  arrested  b>-  the  exhatwlion  of  the  apprc^ 
pfittJOB,  and  of  stating  that  unless  speedy  provision  be  made  for  the  supply  of  the 
ncceaacry  funds  the  report  of  their  opcratiooa  can  not  be  made  up  in  time  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  iti  pre»nt  SKOion. 

Tbe  position  of  the  finances  of  tb«  commiasion  may  be  seen  by  the  folloiriac 
Btatcmeni: 

or  Uie  approprUiicn  nl  fT5,aoo  there  have  been  dmim— 

ti  |,  Rcuwlck t*i>aBO 

By  A.  Talcott ,.  ■    SLwo 

Bjr  J,  n.  Onhaa ....,.., ...... .     Q.*™ 

Total  dmwn T^Ms 

l.«avltigln  Uit  Tre«iuTy  of  the  Untied  Mates  $«.8oo. 
nya  carrtul  estimate  It  I*  leundlhattafliiUb  IheoneevorliodheiweislilM- 
•ions  lliere  will  be  requlml  ovrrand  above  niiy  halancri  to  Ihe  tunda  rA  the 
metal  commlaijoncn — 

I'lir  Ihr  itlH*li>n  of  J.  Rcnwtck ShOM 

For  Lhc  dIvUton  of  A.  Talcott $,8n 

Pm  the  dlvUioii  of  J.  I>.  (Irohaia,  fncludiuK  «oiac  arn«n|[«a  due  for  >attt«- 

iiic>it«ai)dIoai^tiinl«uciaeenanadicdlothUdfv{d»n t^SM 

MakinsiBBll5iS.9W>.Bod1airiiiK  to  lie  provided  tor  tbe  cooipteljmi  oC  tbe  work  ol  the 
loir  KSfoa  SCUiluo. 

Tb*  nnderugoed  can  not  refrain  from  *tatinjr  that  the  nece«*tty  of  applying  for 
(nrthcr  funds  wns  unexpected  by  each  of  them  Individiinlly,  n»  it  is  painful  to  them 
collectively.     There  are,  however,  rcnsone  that  in  ihciroiunion  are  incontrovertible 
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which  fa*vc  led  to  lui  ncpcndUnrv  thtis  exceeding  thvtr  Mtiout*  MAxalttad  to  thn 
SeCTcLiry  of  SUtc  the  i  itb  vf  Jatiuitrj-,  1S41: 

t.  Tlic  csiimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  divisioa  nndier  the  direction  of  Major 
GiahaiB  unotmted  to  fis.joo.  Tbii  referred  only,  bon-ever,  to  the  continuation  of 
tlic  vartvf  of  the  meridian  tine;  and  as  the  cDuotrjr  bad  bccii  represented  l>^  the  most 
ftirthenik  maps  bs  ^nerall/ rising  from  the  monument  to  the  north,  it  mut  inferred 
that  the  timber  to  be  cut  awnv  in  opening  this  line  throitjjb  a  dense  foreat  would  hr 
OJ  the  description  gcDcrallj  found  upon  elevated  and  dry  lands,  and  the  labor  sup- 
pooed  to  be  reijuisile  vnu  estlmateil  accordingly.  So  far,  however,  from  tUia  being 
the  case,  a6  miles  out  of  the  33  bcCwcco  tlic  base  of  Parka  Ridge,  near  Houlton,  and 
the  rivcT  Des  Chutea  ( 6  mtle.H  north  <if  the  latituilc  iif  Miin  If  ill )  hare  act-ually  been 
found  to  be  below  the  level  of  the  monument  and  intersected  by  swatnps  eorered  with 
a  thick  growth  dL  cntnr  und  <:>thcr  timber  common  to  mich  land,  extremely  diiEcnlt 
to  cut  away.  More  than  double  the  labor  estimated  had  therefore  to  be  performed 
ia  ac«omplishiRg  this  and  all  Mitiilar  portion*  of  the  work,  and  a  corrtapondinj; 
increase  of  expense  wjis  unoroiilable. 

lo  addition  to  this  increased  labor  upon  the  meridian  line,  the  division  of  Major 
fT~*™™  baa  executed  the  >urvej-a  between  that  line  and  the  bead  waters  of  the 
Aiooatook.  already  given  in  detail,  Uie  expenses  for  whldi  were  not  eatimated  or 
isduded  in  the  atim  above  m;^tione<l. 

Tlie  cost  of  thb  survey,  includinK  the  inotnimenta  that  were  required  forit,  boa 
•iDOOiKed  to  $5,500,  and  white  this  sum  abould  be  added  to  the  original  estimate  for 
tliia  diviaion,  Che  expenie*  of  the  diviswo*  of  the  other  two  conuniMioncrt  have  not 
in  anr  maimer  been  thereby  dimluiiiheil.  for  tlie  actual  quantity  of  wuric  performed 
by  tbrm  baa  exceeded  what  was  mpposcd  from  the  best  map«  extant  to  be  necessary 
upon  the  whole  of  the  liitca  claim^  by  the  two  Gorcmmeiits,  rcspcctircly,  cxcluaivc 
of  the  meridian  litie,  u  will  hereafter  be  shown. 

There  waa  another  cause  which  tended  tn  a  great  degree  to  auKineDt  the  expeoaesof 
this  division  in  proportion  to  tbe  progrcaa  of  the  work,  which  it  was  not  n-ithin  the 
power  of  htunaa  agency  to  control,  and  which  we  should  not  <miit  to  mention  here. 

The  severe  drought  which  prevailed  throughout  thb  region  of  country  during 
the  month  of  August  and  the  greater  part  uf  Septemtier  caused  the  fires  which  are 
a&noally  set  to  the  fallen  timber  upon  ncvrly  cleared  landa  to  Spfead  far  and  wide 
into  the  growing  forest,  aod  ao  rapid  was  its  progrem  nnd  so  scrioou  its  rovngca  as 
to  compri  tbe  inhabitants  la  many  cases  to  fly  for  tbe  preservation  of  life.  Some 
cJicck  waa  e3q>erieiiccd  in  the  duties  along  the  meridian  line  from  the  flames  that 
actually  embraced  it,  but  a  far  more  serious  one  from  tlic  dcuae  smoke  which  lilled 
the  atmosphere  almost  inceasantly  for  six  wccka,  and  so  obstmcted  the  view  as  to 
render  it  impoarible  to  fix  the  stations  in  advance  mth  the  rcqaisitc  precision. 

While  the  party  chnrg^ed  with  the  astrononiteal  operations  was  t}iua  depritrol  of 
theopportunily^  making  scarcely  any  progress  for  six  weeks,  the  expense  of  uiain- 
f  i'ri"g  it  could  not  in  any  way  be  diminlnhcil.  because  there  wn-n  n  dntty  hope  that 
such  a  cbaqge  in  the  weather  might  occur  as  would  have  renwved  this  ditBealty. 

In  order  to  make  amend*  as  far  as  practicable  for  so  much  lime  unavoidably  lost, 
this  divixion  continued  to  pmtecute  ilJt  field  ilntic*  north  of  the  forty-seventh  degree 
of  latitude  until  several  weeks  after  the  severities  of  winter  bad  commenced,  with  no 
other  protection  than  their  tents,  the  commissioner  in  cfaaigc  of  it  believing  that  tbe 
KXpeCtationa  of  the  Government  nnd  uf  the  country  genemlly  would  but  be  fulfilled 
by  tlw  investigations  in  relation  to  this  important  line  being  pushed  to  tbe  utmost 
■ttnnable  point  But  for  this  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  rcadiod  the  SL 
John  River  the  late  season. 

There  rgnaina  to  be  sorvc]^  along  this  meridian  line,  in  order  to  reach  the  north- 
we«t  anEte  of  Nova  ficotiii  as  claimed  by  the  T*nilc<l  Slate*,  about  )S4  miles,  lo  accom- 
plish which  will  require  another  t-KXuya  iil  aclivc  ficli!  duty. 
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9.  In  the  eilimate  Tor  the  mrlc  of  the  dlrJsioo  of  A.  Tulcotl  stid  J.  Rcnwick  it 
WW  ajnumcd  Uui  Uic  Icugtli  of  the  bouiKkiry  remaining  on  Uic  Unc  claimed  by  Uv* 
(Jnited  State*  was  33a  mll«ii,  an<l  ujron  the  linr^  cUimetl  by  GrrAt  Britain  170  mites. 

or  the  iMtcf  .ftbout  one-half  was  undertakcu  l)y  Mftjor  Grai&m'a  dirlaon,*  iMtring 
for  the  csticiatixl  distftuce  to  be  sunreycd  bjr  the  divinoiu  of  A.  Tttlcott  Kid  J.  Rco- 
wick  405  miles. 

It  will  itppcar  b;  the  itetement  bercinbefore  gi\'cn  that  the  jouit  nuveyi  of  thete 
two  divisions  apon  the  liacs  of  hightatids  have  actualtj  smouiiled  to  574  miles. 
Upon  the  principle  of  thnr  oitifnatr,  ihtt  probable  cod  of  tliiit  would  have  unoiinted 
to  t49,74$.37,  and  wilJi  tlie  ailtlition  for  instnunciita  and  for  the  additjonal  cost  of 
the  more  remote  p«rt«  of  the  line  to  (157.079. 70. 

The  actual  coat,  includiafi;  the  foregotug  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
lBiiS4.ocxx 

It  will  appear,  therefore,  thit  when  the  increoKd  extent  of  the  work  performed 
<ym:t  that  oiftHe  the  boxia  of  the  CAtiniRte  \*  cAimidcred,  the  cont  of  pcrfcrming  it,  ao 
far  from  having  exceedeil  Uie  estimate,  haa  fallen  short  of  it  by  Ij.ooa 

The  reason  of  the  disrrcpnncy  between  the  reni  extent  of  the  line,  as  actually 
SKOsurcd,  and  that  which  formed  the  busis  of  the  calculation  is  that  the  latter  woa 
made  by  reference  to  the  best  existing  maps,  which  were  considered  to  be  cntiUcd  to 
a  certain  degree  of  credit.  TTpon  the  rloi;e  examination  which  the  operationa  tA  tlie 
late  season  have  alTurded,  these  maps  haw  bcv»  ascertained  U>  be  exceedingly  cno- 
neoufl.  U'rll-kiiown  otreamK  htl^-e  l>rrn  found  to  extend  in  either  direction  many 
miles  beyond  tlie  potnta  at  which  tbtir  sources  have  been  laid  down  on  the  map*, 
and  gnat  rivers  and  lakes  have,  as  it  were,  been  discovered,  of  which  no  dcliocatioB 
hod  ever  been  gi^'cn  by  gcogrnphen.  The  extent  of  these  errors  in  remote  atwt 
difficultly  accewibic  points  may  be  inferred  from  what  haa  been  found  to  occur  ttf 
the  part  of  the  region  which  is  most  acceaaiblc,  best  known,  and  nunt  freqaenCly 
liavened. 

On  the  Temlscotiata  portage,  8  rood  traveled  vreckly  by  the  mul  of  Her  Britannic 
Hujeuty.  cuiilinually  po&sed  by  the  officers  of  her  various  servioea,  which  had  been 
carefully  surveyed  by  civil  engineers  preparatory  to  its  recoustitiction.  and  which  has 
been  travrlnl  \>y  the  surveyors  of  both  countries  under  the  joint  ccmmi.vsion.  it  had 
hitherto  been  believed,  and  it  was  so  represented  on  ail  maps,  both  Knglish  and 
American,  that  ibe  line  dinding  the  waters  crossed  the  road  thiec  times.  The  sur- 
veys of  the  late  aeaaon  show  that  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  Uniteil  States  ctomcs 
thin  rood  five  time«,  and  it  became  necessary  to  explore  the  cnlmiuating  points  of  the 
vallcya  of  four  rtreams,  instead  of  two,  as  had  been  anticipated.  Instances  of  thcaame 
sort,  but  which  do  not  admit  of  verbal  description,  have  occnrred  on  every  pan  of  the 
lines  of  highlands. 

Tbe  two  ccnumissioners  whose  operations  are  under  conaideration  no  doubt  bad  it 
in  their  power  to  have  auspencled  their  operatinnx  anrl  relumed  so  soon  sa  the  po»^ 
tlon  of  tlic  appropriation  placed  at  theii  dispoaul  wav  so  for  exhausted  aa  to  leave  no 
more  than  would  be  needed  to  complete  their  office  work;  but  they  feel  satisAed 
thot  they  would  not  have  been  justified  In  so  doing  so  longoa  any  portion  of  the  Itn* 
mnaincd  ultsu^^-cycd  or  the  wcatlicc  would  permit  n  party  to  keep  the  field.  Thus, 
although  in  tlic  original  plan  for  the  partition  of  the  work  it  was  estimated  that  their 
lines  would  probably  be  connected  in  the  parallel  of  the  river  Oucllc,  about  30  miles 
south  of  TcmiscouatA  portage,  when  it  was  found  that,  from  unforeseen  delays  tutfaa 
transportation  of  the  party  of  J.  Renwick  by  sea  to  their  work,  and  tm  the  river 

*II  Uai  alreailr  been  dialed  tisnl  iu  Die  miivey  of  IbcpoHiaaoflhtallncallottfdIoMaiorCrAliMa 
their  were  arttuiHv  mciuu rc<l  uik")  i(.  wilb  ttic  clMiUi  >74  idIIm,  ami  thii  did  not  conatilnle  note 
lluo  unc-liBlt  tlic  labor  and  citicix"  incUlmt  lo  all  Ihc  dulln  ranncistcd  and  perfonucd  by  Ilia 
dinnvn  ca  tiia  pariion.  >o  tnudi  did  Ihc  s«fk.  r«<)ulr«4  up«a  tbi<  p«rtioa  «<  Iteacnd  what  waa 
tatiaulcd  far  the  wboli  a(  it. 
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Sl  LjtwieBce  from  one  EUlion  toanotlier,  It  became  <loubtful  wliether  be oouldpau 
Ibe  TanUeoiutJi  portage  before  the  woods  became  iuipsMabW,  fab  cane«f:|:ue  con- 
Umxd  fab  parlies  in  the  lielil  until  the  junction  ms  effected.  In  thUway.  while  the 
expenses o(tfac(livifiion  of  J.  RenvHck  lure  not  been  maleriillydimmiilied,  Uiose  of 
the  (U^'uton  of  A.  Talcott  hare  been  largely  incrEaMcd;  but  a  portion  of  the  general 
work  has  beeu  accoiiipU&hed  whtdi  inJgbt  otherwise  have  been  left  iiiuoniplete. 

The  unfUmigncii,  in  conclturinn.bcg  Icflve  re*pectfti11y  to  urge  the  itnpnrtunce  of  ft 
vperilritppmpritilion  to  ennlrfc  them  to  miikc  up  their  report.  A  tlclay  of  any  con- 
tintuDce  will  be  prodoctive  of  evil,  either  by  cnfaancing  tlie  cost  of  office  work  or  by 
rendering  it  difficalt  in  consequence  c(  the  dinpcrsion  of  tfac  engineers  and  lurvcy- 
ua  by  whom  the  Sel<l  notes  have  been  taken.  Upon  the  completion  only  of  such  a 
npoTt  will  it  be  pondble  to  render  Appnrrnt  how  much  of  the  whole  task  fans  been 
■fcomplidhed  and  how  much  remain:!  to  be  performed;  and  the  Department  will 
then  hsTc  it  in  it«  power  to  decide  whether  the  part  that  his  not  been  completed  is 
of  sncb  importance  to  the  qnertion  k1  lanie  aa  to  require  further  operations  upon  it. 

Alt  which  is  reapcctfullj  submitted. 

jAs.  RE^™^CK, 

A.  TALCOTT. 
J.  D.  GRAHAM. 

Onmm  iisianen. 


H<m.DAir«n.  Whwisk.  Washington. ya««0*^./J*^. 

Secntary  o/ State. 

Sui:  Tbe  ondcnigneil,  commisaioneta  appointed  by  tlie  Pmident  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpute  of  MirveyiuK  wid  espluriuif  the  boundary  line  between  th« 
Stales  of  Maine  and  Kew  Hampcbire  and  the  Britiilt  Provinces,  beg  leave,  in  com- 
pUance  witfa  your  directions,  to  submit  an  cctimatc  for  the  operations  of  the  conuBi»> 
■ton  for  ttie  ensning  year. 

So  much  of  your  directions  as  regards  the  state  of  thi*  survey  and  the  amount 
required  to  complete  the  oSice  work  preparatory  to  a  report  has  already  been  laid 
before  you  in  ihcir  report  of  the  4th  Jauunry,  1843,  prepared  in  anticipation  of  your 
orden.  By  icfcrcncc  thereto  it  will  appear  that  the  delineation  of  the  nicridian  of  the 
•muce  of  St.  Croix  has  not,  in  spite  of  e^'ery  effort  on  the  pun  of  the  commissioner 
to  whom  it  was  assigned,  been  pnmud  farther  than  Si  miles  from  the  montiment. 
Sixly-foor  miles,  tlicrcf ore,  of  th«  Mid  tncri<iian  line  icnutin  to  be  surveyed  before 
this  part  of  their  task  is  completed.  The  other  two  commisaioncrs,  while  Uiey  would 
not  bave  hesitated  to  join  in  e  final  report  in  case  the  stata  of  the  survey  of  the 
meridian  line  would  have  permitted  it,  are  aware  that  the  hasty  matincr  in  which 
tfaeir  work  was  performed,  in  anticipation  of  completing  tfac  object  of  ibcir  appoint- 
ment during  the  past  year.  leases  room  for  a  mon  accurate  examination  of  some 
parts  of  tbe  lines  tbcy  have  surveyed.  Some  portions,  niso,  of  the  lines  intrusted  to 
them,  respecti\'cly,  were  not  rescfacd;  and,  innddition,  a  part  of  the  survey  which  was 
contemplated  in  Ihctr  original  instructions  from  your  predecessor  was  not  inclndcd 
In  their  estimatea  (or  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  its  having  only  a  collateral 
fclstion  to  tbe  main  object. 

Thus  the  surveys  rcapecti\tly  undertaken  by  Messrs.  Talcott  and  Graham  of  the 
lines  claimed  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  by  Messrs.  Mudgc  and  Peathcrston- 
ban(^,  altbougfa  braugfat  near  to  each  other,  have  not  been  united,  and  a  part  of  tb» 
highlands  claimed  by  the  United  States  near  the  sonrce  of  the  Rimouski  waa  not 
reached  by  the  patties  of  Professor  Rcnwick. 

Tbe  bcigbl  of  a  part  of  the  line  explored  by  Captain  Talcott  la  1840,  lying  at  the 
■oorce  of  Arnolds  River,  was  not  determined  for  the  want  of  a  barometer. 

Two  er  three  miles  in  length  of  the  line  of  higblaads  near  the  souroe  of  the  river 
On  Loup  require  to  be  reexamined. 

Xix  longitudes  of  Lake  M^^ntic,  Lake  Etcfaemin.  tlie  soorce  of  tbe  Metjannette^ 
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upon  CbcllDcofCaptidnTalcott.uidof  BomcODcpoJntontbcUncof  Profcwor  Ren* 
■wt€&  ought  to  be  nsccrtained  vntli  grpntvr  precision  than  tbe  time  tlut  coold  be 
Allowed  (luriui:  the  lost  sciuoa  n-oultl  pcnniL 

Tbe  iiiMnictions  of  Mr.  I'ors}^  contemplated  ou  exploration  of  tbe  higbUnds 
deocribed  in  the  prjclomatjon  of  I'fi^  tis.  beginning  on  tbe  nortb  shore  of  tbe  Bay 
of  Chfllcurs,  Tbe  existence  of  a  continuous  elevated  region  trom  the  Udc  of  that 
bay  to  tlie  temtinntiun  of  tbe  exploring  meriittati  line  tua  beeii  anKert^Jned  in  a 
maaner  estbfactory  U>  the  cooimittMOU,  but  the  bei};liU  lure  uot  been  metcuivd  on 
thnt  pnrt  of  it  nlncb  licsiicJircst  to  the  lUy  of  Cbnlcnrs. 

Utuler  tbcflc  cireun»t>nces  the  umlersigned  ore  of  opinion  that  tu  no  delay  in  the 
prcaeutatioii  uf  &  final  repurt  vrill  nri^ie  from  ftuther  exploratioua  of  Ibc  pan^  of 
tbe  tefTitoiy  thus  pointed  out  and  tbe  more  accurate  examination  of  tbe  uncertain 
natteiw,  it  would  ndil  to  tbe  coniidcnce  which  may  bv  placed  in  Ibeir  resolbt  that  n 
party  be  employed  under  the  direction  of  each  of  the  aVx>ve-named  coiamtaski&er« 
upon  the  tuid  work.     Tor  tbitt  object  it  Ik  dttimuted — 

I.  That  {125,000  tn  all,  say  $13,500  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  each  of 
the  two  nbovc-muncd  commifnioncni.  will  auflicc.  A  Ivm  »um  than  Ibis  wi'l  not 
ke«p  two  parties  in  tbe  field  during  the  working  seoaon;  a  larger  snm  ooold  not 
advantageously  be  expended  on  this  piirt  of  the  worli. 

a.  In  estini&Ung  tbe  amount  iiccesaary  (or  completing  tbe  delineation  of  tbe  me. 
ridian  of  the  source  of  the  riixr  Si.  Croix,  it  will  be  botnc  in  mind  that  numerous 
axlronomical  obttervations  mutit  \vt  made  in  aid  uf  the  ojieratious  with  tlie  tranxit 
instninicnt,  in  order  constantly  to  presei-v-c  iJie  true  north  direction,  *  condittun  of 
the  utinocit  cott-srinit-nce,  not  alone  as  nfTectiitg  the  extent  of  territory  that  will  be 
embraced  by  it,  but  more  particiil.irly  because  tbe  cboroctor  and  posttioiiof  tbe  bigh- 
landK  alluded  to  in  the  treaty  of  17S3  would  be  exhibited  in  u  very  diilcient  light  as 
eitcounlereil  by  a  line  niniiiuK  'i>*^  north,  aa  \%  reciuired  by  the  treaty,  and  by  on« 
varying  even  in  a  Klight  degree  fnwn  that  direction.  This  principle  has  already  been 
exhibitctl  in  a  nttikin;:  niuuner  by  the  truce  of  tJie  meridian  line  lu  fur  aa  it  has  novr 
progressed,  for  iustead  of  eucounteriug  highlands  in  tbe  latitude  of  Mars  Uill  hav- 
ing a  claim  to  be  considered  those  described  in  the  treaty  oa  the  intended  boundary 
between  the  two  countries,  the  tine  aa  recently  tnicett  actually  passes  that  latitude  at 
an  clevntion  of  Icm  thnn  tn  feet  above  the  level  of  the  monument,  and  the  greatest 
elevation  encountered  by  this  line  in  pa»ing  over  any  spur  connected  with  Man 
Hill  is  6j  feet  above  Uie  level  of  the  monunieuL  In  ad^-ance  of  Uiis  spur  the  line 
becomes  again  deprcMed  below  tbe  level  of  the  monument  at  several  points  befoT« 
it  reaches  tlie  Arotutook. 

Theac,  however,  are  only  a  few  of  tlie  many  facts  that  might  he  ndiiuced  from  the 
surveys  tdrcody  made  to  bJiow  how  importanL  it  la  to  the  queatiun  at  uauc  that 
every  uecesoary  means  to  avail  of  the  aids  of  science  should  be  adopted  in  order  to 
preser\'e  scraptdously  the  direction  specified  in  the  treaty  while  tracing  this  line.  It 
must  also  be  renicnibcxcd  that  in  tlie  further  prosecution  of  this  duty  a  wildcraeas 
baa  to  be  travened,  totally  uninhabited  and  totally  without  roadt.  The  utily  means 
of  progreesing  through  it  and  of  transportiug  the  necessary  provisions  and  tbe  tntitni* 
mcnts  indispcatnble  to  nccuraey  will  be  l>y  mcaiu  of  canoes,  for  Mipplyitig  two  or 
three  depots  at  points  where  Grand  River  and  the  imters  of  the  Rcsligouchc  inter- 
acct  the  line,  leaving  the  whole  transportation  along  the  meridian  to  be  performed 
by  packmen,  or  mcucaTT>-lng  burdens  on  their  back*.  That  tlie  UKual  avenue  to  give 
an  unimpeded  view  along  the  line  must  be  opened  through  a  dense  forest,  which  la 
the  neiKhborhuod  of  all  atreaina  crustitng  it  will  stilt  I>e  found  to  consist  of  that 
Bwampy  growth  described  in  the  report  from  tbe  underwgned  of  the  4U1  of  Jantiaiy 
instant  as  requiring  so  much  labor  to  cut  through  it. 

With  oil  Ibeae  circumstances  in  view,  Utc  following  estimate  for  the  completion 
ot  the  survey  of  the  meriduin  line  and  lor  some  further  aurveye  between  that  line 
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umI  the  Aource  of  the  Aroostook  U  snlHttittcd  ;  imd  it  is  Inleuded  to  embvMce  the 
expense  of  ocnnplctiag  both  the  Geld  and  Uic  office  work  that  mt)  require  to  be 
dooe  la  order  to  u  final   acctimpliKlitnent  uf  Uie  dnlies. 

EiUmait  f*T  lit  mrridian  ti'mr. 

I.    P«y  of  4  *t*i4i«D[  f  BK<arrr>  froin  Hay  I.  1II41.  lo  Uareh  J''  t**^•  bHac 

JO)  4*y*alt<  |f<i  day  cadi |(.S&t.*» 

■i    Pay  a/  3  «4hrr  luattanl  nK><>*«ro  Inim  Msjr  i,  ■!«»,  to  Daoamter  p, 

iH<i.beitiE27)  (layk.atfe  Kcr  dayeairh S.479-M 

}.  HliT  of  3D  men  •>  •itnen,  and  tar  ptepoilne.  const ruclinsc.  anil  trntinK 
Matioiu  Bsd  il^itili  in  ai1vi>Diw.  frum  June  i  (o  Kaicinlicr  jo,  1X41. 
betas  LSI  day*,  St  fi  each  ptr  da;'..       '       - "•    MWOb 

41    nttc  of  y>  MhcT  R>eii  as  (pMniiaeot  oirrln'*.  diain  liearcr*^  cintw  n»en. 

■nd  poekiucafor  Ujday>.  aaabove,  at  |i  per  day  nkch .    5.49a  00 

5.    ninor  I  carpenlcr  and  icoohj  iSjday*.  iwabovr.  11  Ji.ispet  day  cacb      tBS.  ij 

&  fInbiUICBce  of  1  comiDlMioiiet.  7  awlManl  enstiicen.  ■  arpentrr.  i 
cook*,  and 6i>  mail.  aaaNiv«.  brine  in  atl-i  p*nu>n«,«Ml*in  lh«IVfld, 
Iflldnmatsac^^ta  P^  ^^T  vncli,  ioclii'lnii;  irnnsiiortnlioa  of  Jimv)- 
HOMto  Grand  I'alll  of  81.  John,  or  fir'*)  (lei<oI  ..       496.5a 

7.    nircbue of  baroneten and  rtpilnof  itiilminenuh«rctofi>reuBed,,..  toe.a> 

M.   Sahryor  CDidKituloiivT 34Maea 

^  Coatln^ndra,  Iscludinji  Mailoiwry,  cAoe  rent  and  (oel.  and  tnnipor- 

UtioaorniKintcraaDiIroninilialDntT  loand  rron  Ibellcid i.)«o.  00 

T<i<st  n»|airr<l  for  lh<  mvridUn  line se.  !k>i.  7S 

T**l  la  10  M^.f^SoiTj,  maklonthe  wtioli  aBiounl  lor  the  wftfk  y*1  to  li«  performed 
ta  Ike  Held  on  al!  turu  oribc  bouiKlBiy  anil  lor  llic  olBce  wurk  tlial  will  be  cotueqiKRl 
boat  ib«  laid  6cidwork,  Ui<'^'-  75- 

All  iriiicb  i»  respectfully  submittrf.  j^g  rr^jwICK.I 

A.  TALCOTT,       \  Cammistianers. 
J.  D.  GRAHAU,  ] 

L  AmaoMof  estInatcfibrcmiptetlnKllie*tirvcy*yelreqiilied  tobenMdeoa 

lb«1w«B<laiy,  aaaborr  Biatcd JKS'<ol.n 

&  AMOunt  of  alinate  reu<i<^n:d  irl'.h  Trinrt  of  Jannuyf,  iS^iv  lor  oomptet- 

lncnw[iaof  Kiirrryt  alm<lir  made,  «!«•.•.••••••■••.•»•••■••■■•••••.••••.    ta 300.00 

Abkvic anowu  required „ _..  ,  .^........,   «^5M.]3 


_,,     „  -_,         ^„  Washington,  February  p,  /J/^. 

To  the  Houu  of  Represfntativti!  "^ 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  of  the  /tb 
of  February,  1843,  in  the  following  wonLi— 

jResoived,  That  the  Preaideiit  dt  the  United  States  inform  this  Hotue  under  what 
Mitfaority  tlie  cummiittiicKi,  coiuisting  of  George  Pomdcxtcr  and  otbcm,  for  th« 
tmrcsdgstioii  of  tlie  concerns  of  the  Neir  York  custom-hou.-T  wiit  rai-iol:  wliiit  were 
tbe  pmpoaes  and  objects  of  sairl  coiumission;  how  many  ]M-nt(>ns  luivc  in  nny  way 
been  coonectcd  with  it,  and  the  compensation  received  or  to  be  received  hv  each; 
sod  tlic  ajfgngatc  uiioust  of  every  description  of  Ktid  coamtiaMon,  and  out  of  what 
fund  the  flaid  expettdltum  have  been  or  are  to  1>e  paid— 

I  have  to  state  that  the  authority  for  instituting  the  commission  men- 
tioned in  said  resolution  is  the  authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  to 
give  to  Congress  from  time  to  time  information  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  to  reconitneiid  to  their  ooiisideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  noocsaary  and  expedient." 

The  expediency,  if  tut  the  necessity,  of  iaqairies  into  tbe  transactioas 
of  our  cnstom-lioiises.  especially  in  cases  where  nliiii^s  mid  malpractices 
arc  alleged,  must  be  obviou*  to  Congress,  and  that  iuvetttigatiousof  thi» 
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kind  were  expected  to  be  made  appears  from  the  prmnsion  in  the  twenty, 
first  section  of  the  act  of  1799. ' '  wliicb  eujoins  collectors  of  the  ciistoms  to 
submit  their  books,  papers,  and  accounts  to  the  inspection  of  such  persum 
as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  puipose." 

The  purposes  and  objects  of  the  commission  will  be  explained  by  the 
oommission  itself,  a  copy  of  which,  tojjctlicr  with  iofonuatiou  on  the  other 
mbjects  mcutioiied  in  the  rc^lutiou,  will  at  the  proper  time  be  laid 


before  Congress. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  //,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  memorials'''  and  joint 
resolutions*  of  the  council  aud  house  of  repieacntalivcs  of  that  Territory 


to  your  consideration. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


WaSHTNGTON,  February  14,  184X. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  witli  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
3(1  instant,  I  transmit  herewith  a  reportt  from  the  Sccrctaxy  of  State, 
with  copies  of  the  papers  requested  by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  February  r6,  1S42. 
To  the  Hottse  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  addressed  tome  by  theSecretuy 
of  War,  in  relation  to  certain  contract  entered  into  by  a  board  of  medical 
officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  for  the  purchase  of  stes  on  the  ■west- 
cm  waters  for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals;  and  concurring  fully  in 
Ws  ^Hews  of  the  subject,  I  recommend  that  either  an  appropriation  of 
$44,731  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  individ- 
uals with  whom  the  contracts  were  made  or  that  the  Dcpartmeut  of  War 
be  authorized  to  lecouvey  to  them  their  lands  and  annul  the  contracts. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Februery  18,  1849,^ 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates.' 

I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  accompany, 
ing  letter,  addressed  to  me  by  the  Secretar>'  of  Sute.     You  will  doubtless 

•Aaklng  >»  appr«prbtuiii  ta  defray  UiecxprtiaM  grwlag  «■(  ef  Ui«  dlipute  between  Ihe  Dallc4 
StotM,  vilhiii  th«  In-iltory  nt  Icnra,  Bail  1h<  SUle  of  Miuoari  rtUtivr  to  t]i«  lOQllierti  bonadUT 
line,  in  apiTupriatian  lo  defikjr  Ibc  apeiiacs  at  a  conventfoa  Tot  tlie  formation  of  •  Bute  C0» 
lUtQtiaii,  clc 

tKtUling;  ta1tU<rs  writlen  in  Mutch.  iS4t,  bjr  Andrew  Steveiuoa,  UnlMd  Stalca  mioialrr  ■!  th« 
Court  of  tircat  IlrltsiD.  lo  Ifusf  Hull ,  onninnniicr  ol  the  I'nitcd  5t«Ira  nquadTian  la  Ih*  Maditcnk 
IIMiL.«lilcbcau«eda  paitof  th>t  •quadnm  toKtan)  to  the  United  SUUea. 
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perceive  the  importance  of  furoiahios  a  umform  rule  for  the  guidaoce 
of  the  public  officers  in  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  .Secretary's  letter  *" 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  t^,  i8fi» 
To  the  fTouse  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  icsolutiuil  of  the  House  of  Rcpreseutativcs  of 
the  8th  iDstant,  I  ha>-e  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanyiug  cotumum- 
c&tiont  from  the  Secretaryof  State  and  the  correspoadencc  on  the  subject 


refeiTed  to  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  zi,  iS^a, 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
-^th  aa  accompanying  paper, {  in  answer  to  their  resolutiou  of  the  i8th 

*"*^*-  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  February  g6, 184a, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  resolutiou  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  zist  instant, 
Tcquesting  the  President  of  tlic  United  States  to  commumcate  to  that 
Txidy,  "if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  the  state  of  the  nego- 
tiation between  the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  the  northeastern  lioundarj'  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  also 
^  conrespondence  on  that  subject  between  tlte  two  Governments  not 
"hitherto  communicated,"  has  been  transmitted  to  me.     Desirous  always 
to  lay  before  Congress  and  the  public  everything  affecting  the  state  of 
ibe  country  to  the  fullest  extent  consistent  with  propriety  and  prutlence, 
I  have  to  inform  the  House  of  Rcprcscutati\'es  that  in  my  judgment  no 
communication  could  be  made  by  me  at  this  time  on  the  subject  of  its 
resolutiou  without  dctrimcut  or  danger  to  the  public  interests. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WashinoTON.  February  a8,  iSfS. 
Tb  the  House  0/  Hepreseniatives! 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  the  corre<vpondence§  and  other 
documents  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reprcseulatives 
of  the  3d  February. 

*R«UtiaK  ta  Um  Bode  of  parlos  Balailo,  etc,  o-f  rolnfaten  •ndotbcrdlplonude  ■gcfsuof  Ut« 
trdt«d  StsUvat  Um  aeittal  Couiu  cf  llurapc- 

tB*l>tlng  to  the  cnlonUI  hiitcry  ot  Xcw  Votk. 

t  Bxtrwt  of  ■  leUet  Ifom  ttie  DeparunuU  of  IHBte  to  tlte  Culled  Stotei  mlsistcT  al  Utudan  nia. 
the  to  Ibe  cue  of  Itic  tiriz  Cmti. 

iKcUlint  to  BB  act  «(  tbe  Icriilaluit  of  SoiiUi  Cuoliaa  urimtliDB  fix  Itie  liapdHnnicnl  uf  fir« 
BtSTBOi  fv(iB>l  on  baud  tcmcIi  CDtcriu  aay  of  tht  porta  of  tlul  SUIc.  iDinpUlaU  of  tbc  BiilitU 
C(n>«TVfMBt  r<lati*e  la  Ihr  oprtKHao  of  viid  mv\.  etc. 
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I  am  not  itifomed  of  the  existence  of  any  officuU  opiniou  of  the  late 
Judge  Johnson  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  act  or  acts  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  upon  Uic  subject  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washikgton,  MarcA  8.  1849. 
7h  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  incite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying 
commuaicatioii  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea<tur>-,  in  relation  to  the 
probabk  demands  wliich  will  be  made  upou  the  Treasury  for  the  present 
quarter.  It  will  be  seen  that,  without  arresting  the  rcquisitious  which 
will  be  made  by  the  War  and  Na\-y  Departments  for  the  months  of 
March,  April,  and  May,  there  will  be  an  unprovided- for  deficit  of  upwnrd 
of  three  millions. 

I  can  not  bring  myself,  however,  to  believe  that  it  will  enter  into  the 
view  of  any  department  of  the  Go^-emment  to  arrest  works  of  defense 
now  in  progress  of  -completion  or  vessels  under  construction  or  prepa- 
ration for  sea.  Having  due  regard  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  our 
foreign  relations  and  the  eicposcd  silua,tiou  of  our  iulaud  aud  maiitime 
fronlier,  I  should  feel  myself  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  country'  if  I 
could  hesitate  in  urging  upon  Congress  all  necessary  appropriations  for 
placing  it  in  an  attitude  of  strength  and  security.  Such  recommenda* 
lion,  however,  has  heretofore  been  made  iu  full  reliance  as  well  uu  Con- 
gress as  on  the  well-known  patriotism  of  the  people,  their  high  sense 
of  national  lionor,  and  their  determination  to  defend  our  s(nl  from  the 
poasilMhty,  however  remote,  of  a  hostile  in\'a.'iioii. 

The  diminution  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the  great  diminutiou  of 
duties  tmder  what  is  commonly  called  the  compromise  act  necessarily 
involves  the  Treasury  in  embarrassments,  which  have  been  for  some 
years  palliated  by  the  temporary  expedient  of  issuing  Treasury  notes— 
an  expedient  which,  affording  no  permanent  relief,  has  imposed  upon 
Congress  from  time  to  time  the  necessity  of  replacing  the  old  by  a  new 
issue.  The  amount  outstanding  on  the  4th  of  Marcli,  1S40,  varies  in  do 
great  degree  from  the  amount  which  will  be  outstanding  on  the  J  si  of 
Jonuaij'  next,  while  iu  the  interim  the  new  issues  are  rendered  eqtii\*a- 
)ent  to  the  redemption  of  the  old,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fi.%al  year  leave 
aa  augmented  pressure  on  the  finances  by  the  accumulation  of  interest. 

The  contemplated  rc\"ision  of  the  tariff  of  duties  may,  and  doubtless 
will,  lead  in  the  end  to  a  relief  of  tlic  Treasury  from  these  constantly 
recurring  embarrassments,  but  it  must  be  ob^-ious  that  time  will  be 
aeccS3ar>-  to  realize  the  full  anticipations  of  financial  benefit  from  any 
modification  of  the  tariff  laws.  In  the  meantime  I  submit  to  CoogrcES 
the  suggestions  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  invite  its  prompt  and  speedy 

'"="°"'  JOHN  TYLER. 
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Washington,  March  S,  xSf2. 
7i  the  Serutte  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  my  message  of  the  7th  of  December  I  suggested  to  Congress  the 
propriet>-,  and  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  making  proper  provisions 
by  law  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  for  the  removal  at  their  com- 
mencement and  at  the  option  of  the  party  of  all  such  cases  as  might 
arise  in  State  courts  involving  national  questions  or  questions  touching 
the  faithful  observance  and  discharge  of  the  international  obligations  of 
the  United  States  from  such  State  tribunal  to  the  Federal  judiciary.  I  am 
urged  to  repeat  at  this  time  this  recommendation  by  the  receipt  of  intel- 
ligence, upon  which  I  can  rely,  that  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  residing 
in  Upper  Canada  has  been  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  connection  with  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  the  Canadian  authorities  by  which  the  Caroline 
was  destroyed,  and  will  in  all  probability  be  subjected  to  trial  in  the 
State  courts  of  New  York.  It  is  doubtful  whether  in  this  state  of  things, 
shotild  his  discharge  be  demanded  by  the  British  Government,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  invested  with  any  control  over  the  subject  until  the  case  shall 
have  reached  the  court  of  final  resort  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  been 
decided  in  that  court;  and  although  such  delay  ought  not,  in  a  national 
point  of  view  to  give  cause  of  umbrage  to  Great  Britain,  yet  the  prompt 
and  instant  rendering  of  justice  to  foreign  nations  should  be  placed  among 
our  highest  duties.  I  can  not,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  what  prop- 
erly becomes  the  United  States,  and  in  anticipation  of  any  demand  from 
a  foreign  government  for  the  discharge  of  one  of  its  subjects,  forego  the 
duty  of  repeating  my  recommendation  to  Congress  for  the  immediate 
adoption  of  some  suitable  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  11,  1842. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
J3d  ultimo,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  conveying  copies  of  the  correspondence*  which  contains  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  said  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  March  13,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  rejection  of  Silas  Reed  as  surveyor- 
general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the 
aesdon  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  founded  in  a  mis- 
apprehension of  facts,  which,  while  it  deprived  the  public  of  the  services 

*Rd«tiiiK  to  complalntB  of  Spain  uid  Portugal  thai  lh«  operation  of  Ibe  revcoui:  act  of  Seplcin- 
ber  II.  >B4>.  iofnDtrcd  treaty  atipnlationa. 
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of  a  useful  officer,  left  him  to  suffer  a  considcrBble  decree  of  injnstice  In 
bis  reputation.  After  mature  reflection  npon  all  tbc  =ircumstaacea  of 
his  caK,  and  particularly  of  facts  which  have  become  knun'n  since  his 
rejection,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  submit  his  nominatiou  for  the  same 
office  aoe^v  to  the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  couseut. 

I  therefore  nomiaate  Silos  Reed  to  be  surveyor-general  of  Illinots  and 
Missouri,  in  place  of  Joseph  C.  Brown,  removed. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  iht  Smale  cf  the  United  States-  Marck  :5,  1841. 

I  take  the  earliest  niotnesit  to  correct  an  error  into  which  I  inadvert- 
ently fell  ill  my  message  of  the  12th  instant,  nominating  Silas  Reed  to  be 
STirveyor-general  for  Illinot»  and  MiBSOuri.  In  tliat  message  I  represent 
the  nominee  as  being  rejected  by  the  Senate  on  the  evening  of  the  last 
day  of  the  last  scsiion  of  Congress,  when  upon  a  more  accurate  inquiry 
I  find  tliat  he  was  rejected  on  the  E4thof  Angust.  1841,  and  his  successor 
nominated  on  the  23d  August  and  confirmed  on  the  ijtb  September, 
which  was,  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  which  fact 
had  beonme  identified  in  my  menion,-,  upon  which  I  drew  when  I  wrote 
the  message,  with  the  fact  of  his  rejection. 

I  hasten  to  make  the  correction,  not  deeming  it,  however,  of  innch 
moment  In  regard  to  the  real  merits  of  the  nomination;  for  whether  the 
rcja:tioa  occurred  on  the  la-st  or  any  other  day  of  the  session,  if  done 
under  a  misapprehension  or  mistake  of  the  facts,  the  Senate,  I  doubt  not, 
will  take  equal  pleasure  in  coirecting  the  error. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washtngtos.  ^farch  iy,  184*. 
To  the  Senate  <ff  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  ot  the  Senate  of  the  2d  ultimo,  requesting 
information  in  regard  to  the  demarcation  of  the  boundary'  line  Ix-'twccn 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  AfanA  77, 164*. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  liav-e  the  honor  to  .•submit  the  acscompanying  report  and  documents* 
from  the  PuKtma.ster-General,  in  compliance  with  the  re.whition  of  the 
Senate  of  the  i6th  February.  TOHN  TYLER 

*  ttlalrmiruUi  of  tbc  quantity  vtti  cott  el  Uboi  >a4  natcri«Is  lor  Uie  ncir  public  bnildius*  in 
WMbiuaton.  D.  C.cic 
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WashinoTton,  March  2J,  18 f  2. 
To  the  Hotae  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

A  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  ou  tlie  i6tta 
instant,  iu  the  following  words,  viz.  '" Hesolvfd ,  Tliat  the  President  oC 
the  United  States  and  llie  heads  of  the  se\'eral  Departinciits  be  reqnestcd 
to  commuoicatc  to  the  House  of  Reprcseatativea  the  names  of  such  of 
the  members  (il  any)  of  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Twcnty-sevcnlb  Con- 
gresses who  have  been  appUcants  for  office,  and  for  what  offices,  distin- 
guishing between  tliose  who  have  applied  in  person  and  those  wliose 
applications  were  made  by  friends,  whether  iu  person  or  by  writing," 
has  been  tnnsmitted  to  me  for  my  consideration. 

If  it  were  consistent  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  executive  depart- 
foent,  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  furnish  in  this,  as  in  all  cases 
to  which  proper  information  is  demanded,  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  House  of  Repreicniati\'es.  Uitt  since,  in  my  Wew,  general 
considerations  of  policy  and  propriety,  as  well  as  a  proper  defease  of  the 
rights  and  safeguards  of  the  executive  deparlmenl.  retiuire  of  me  as  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  refuse  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it 
is  incumbent  ou  me  to  urge,  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  uf  Rep- 
resentatives, my  reasons  for  declining  to  give  the  desired  information. 

All  appointments  to  office  made  by  a  President  become  from  the  date 
of  tlieir  nomination  to  the  Senate  official  acts,  which  are  matter  of  rec- 
ord and  are  at  the  proper  time  made  known  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  to  the  country.  But  applications  for  office,  or  letters  respecting 
appointments,  or  conversations  held  with  individuals  on  such  subjects 
are  not  official  proceedings,  and  can  not  by  any  means  be  made  to  par- 
take of  the  character  of  official  proceedings  unless  after  the  nomination 
of  such  person  w  writing  or  conversing  the  President  shall  think  proper 
to  lay  stich  correspondence  <»*  such  conversations  before  the  Senate. 
Applications  for  office  are  in  their  ver>'  nature  confidential,  and  if  the 
reasons  assigned  for  such  applications  or  the  names  of  the  applicants 
wcreoommunicated,  not  only  would  such  implied  confidence  be  wantonly 
Isolated,  but,  in  addition,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  a  mus«  of  ^-aguc,  inco- 
herent, and  personal  matter  would  be  made  public  at  a  vast  consumption 
of  time,  money,  and  trouble  without  accomplishing  or  tending  in  any 
manner  to  accomplish,  as  it  appear.?  to  me,  .Tiiy  useful  object  connected 
with  a  sound  and  constitutional  administration  of  the  Government  in  any 
of  its  branches. 

But  there  is  a  consideration  of  a  still  more  effective  and  Ioft>*  characler 
which  is  with  me  entirely  decisive  of  the  correctness  of  the  ^'icw  that  I 
luve  taken  of  Ihisquestion.  While  I  shall  c\'er c\"ince  the  greatest  readi- 
iKss  to  oomnmnicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  all  proper  infor> 
mation  whkh  the  House  shall  deem  necessary  to  a  due  discharge  of  its 
constitutional  obligations  and  functions,  yet  it  becomes  me,  in  defense  of 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  the  executive 
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depailmcnt  from  all  encroadunent  on  its  powers,  rights,  and  dalles.  In 
my  judgtueut  a  compliance  -n-ith  tlic  rc:!»luliun  which  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  nie  would  be  a  surrender  of  duties  aud  powere  which  the  Con- 
stitiitioti  haa  conferred  exclusively  on  the  Executive,  aud  therefore  such 
compliance  can  not  be  made  by  me  nor  by  the  heads  of  Departments  by 
my  direction.  The  appointing  power,  so  far  as  it  is  bestowed  on  the 
President  by  l!ie  Constitution,  is  conferred  without  reserve  or  qualifi- 
cation. The  reason  for  the  appoiulmcnt  and  the  responsiMily  of  the 
ftppoiiitniciil  rest  with  Iiini  alone.  I  can  not  perceive  au>'\vhere  iu  the 
Cou&litution  of  the  United  States  any  riifht  cuiiferred  on  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  hear  the  reasons  wliich  an  applicant  may  urge  for  an 
appointment  to  office  under  the  executive  department,  or  any  duty  rest- 
ing upon  the  House  of  Representatives  by  which  it  may  become  respon- 
sible for  any  such  appointment. 

Any  assumption  or  niisapprehcnsion  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  its  duties  and  ponxrs  in  respect  to  appuintmeats  by  which 
it  encroaches  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  executive  department  is  to 
the  extent  towhich  it  reaches  dangerous,  inipolitic,  and  unconstitutional. 

For  these  reasons,  so  perfectly  convHndng  to  my  mind,  1  beg  leave 
rer.pectfuUy  tu  rejieat.  in  conclu-sion,  that  I  can  not  comply  nith  the 
request  contained  in  the  above  rcsoluLion.  inHK  Tvi  RR 


Wasuington,  Mardi  »$*  tSfX. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcprescnlatives  of  the  United  States: 

Notwithstanding  the  urgency  w^ith  which  I  liave  on  more  than  one 
occasion  felt  it  my  duty  to  press  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing the  Go\-enuuent  with  the  means  of  discharging  its  debts  aud  main- 
taining inviolate  the  public  faith,  t)ie  incrcasiiig  cmbarrasaments  of  the 
Treasury  impose  upon  me  the  indispensable  obligation  of  again  iuvitlDg 
your  most  serious  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  finances.  Fortunately 
for  myself  in  thus  bringing  this  important  subject  to  your  view  for  a 
deliberate  and  comprehensive  examination  in  nil  its  bearings,  and  I  trtist 
I  may  add  for  a  final  adjustment  of  it  to  the  common  advantage  of  the 
whole  Union,  I  am  permitted  to  approach  it  with  perfect  freedom  and 
candor.  As  few  of  the  burdens  for  which  provision  is  now  required  to 
be  made  ha\'e  been  brought  upon  the  country  dtiring  tny  short  adminia- 
tratioa  of  its  affairs.  I  have  neither  motive  nor  wish  to  make  them  a 
matter  of  crimination  against  acy  of  my  predecessors.  I  am  disposed  to 
regard,  as  I  am  bound  to  treat,  them  as  facts  which  can  not  now  be 
undone,  and  as  deepl>'  interesting  to  us  all,  and  equally  imposing  upon 
all  the  most  solemn  duties;  and  the  only  use  I  would  make  of  the  errors 
of  the  past  is  by  a  careful  examination  of  their  causes  and  character  to 
avoid  if  possible  the  repetition  of  them  in  future.  The  condition  of 
the  country,  indeed,  is  such  as  may  w«U  arre&t  the  conflict  of  parties. 
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The  conviction  seems  at  tengtli  to  bave  made  its  way  to  the  minds  of  all 

that  the  disproportion  between  the  public  responsibilities  and  the  means 

provided  far  meeting  them  is  no  casual  nor  transient  c\'il.     It  is,  on  the 

contrai5*,  one  which  ior  some  years  to  come,  notwithstanding  a  rcsc^  to 

all  reasonable  retrenchnieuts  and  the  coustaut  progress  of  the  country 

in  populatiou  and  proouclive  po^ver.  must  continue  to  increase  ttoder 

L        existing  laws,  xuless  we  consent  to  give  up  or  impair  all  our  defenses  in 

B      war  and  peace.    But  this  is  a  thought  which  I  am  persuaded  no  patriotic 

^^■onind  would  for  a  moment  entertain.    Without  affecting  an  alarm,  which 

^^1^  do  not  feel,  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations,  it  may  safely  be  afErmed 

■  that  they  are  in  a  state  too  critical  and  involve  too  many  momentous 
I  issues  to  permit  us  to  neglect  in  the  least,  much  less  to  abandon  entirely, 
I  those  mranx  of  asserting  oui  righls  without  which  negotiation  is  without 
I        dignity  and  peace  without  seauity. 

■  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  to  Congress 

■  at  the  cummeuceitieut  of  the  present  session  it  i^  estimated  that  after 
B  exhausting  all  the  probable  resources  of  the  year  there  wilt  remain  a 
^  deficit  of  about  $14,000,000.  With  a  view  partly  to  a  permanent  sys- 
tem of  revenue  and  partly  to  immediate  relief  from  actual  embarrass- 
tneot,  that  ofGcer  recommended,  together  with  a  plan  for  establishing  a 
Gon-emment  exchequer,  some  expedients  of  a  more  temporary  character, 
viz,  the  issuing  of  Treastiry  notes  and  the  extension  of  the  time  for 
which  the  loan  authorized  to  be  negotiated  by  the  act  of  the  last  session 
should  be  taken.  Congress  accordingly  provided  for  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000,  but  subject  to  the  condition  that 
:hcy  should  not  be  paid  away  below  par. 

No  measure  connected  with  the  last  of  tlie  two  objects  above  men- 
tioned was  introduced  until  recently  into  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Should  the  loan  bill  now  pending  before  that  body  pass  into  a  law  for 
its  preaeat  amount,  there  would  still  remain  a  deficit  of  $2,500,000.  It 
requires  no  argument  to  show  that  such  a  con<htion  of  the  Treasury  is 
incompatible  not  only  with  a  high  state  of  public  credit,  but  with  any- 
tliing  approaching  to  cfl&dency  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  It  must 
be  obvious  even  to  the  most  inexperienced  minds  that,  to  say  nothing  of 
any  particnlar  cxigcnc}',  actual  or  imminent,  there  should  be  at  all  times 
inthcTreasur>-of  a  grea'  nation,  with  a  view  to  contingencies  of  ordinary 
occurrence,  a  surplus  at  'ca.st  equal  in  amotnit  to  the  above  deficieacy. 
But  that  deficiency,  serious  as  it  would  be  in  itself,  will,  I  am  compelled 
to  say.  rather  be  increased  than  diminished  without  the  adoption  of 
measures  adequate  to  correct  the  e\*il  at  once.  The  .•Jtngnation  of  trade 
and  basiaess,  in  some  degree  incident  to  tJie  derangement  of  the  national 
6nances  and  the  state  of  the  re%-cnuc  laws,  holds  out  but  little  prospect  of 
relief,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  ibiugs,  for  some  time  to  come. 

Under  such  circumstances  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity 
of  meeting  Ihc  crisis  with  a  vigor  and  decisiou  which  it  imperatively 
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demands  at  the  bands  of  all  intmsted  with  the  conduct  of  public  affairs. 
The  gravity  of  the  evil  calls  for  a  remedy  proportioned  to  it.  No  slight 
palliatives  or  occasional  expedients  will  give  the  country  the  relief  it 
needs.  Sucli  measures,  on  the  contrary,  will  in  the  end,  as  is  now  mani- 
fest to  all.  too  surely  multiply  its  embarrassments.  Relying,  as  I  ajn 
bound  to  do,  on  the  representatives  of  a  people  rendered  illustrious 
amoug^  nations  by  having  paid  off  its  whole  public  debt,  I  shall  not 
shrink  from  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution  ol 
pointing  out  such  measures  as  will  in  my  opiniou  insure  adequate  relief. 
X  am  the  more  encouraged  to  recommend  the  course  which  oecessity 
exacts  by  the  confidence  which  1  have  in  its  complete  success.  The 
resources  of  the  countrj-  in  everything  that  constitutes  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  nations  are  so  abundant,  the  spirit  of  a  most  iadustrious. 
enterprising,  and  intelligent  people  is  so  energetic  and  elastic,  that  the 
Go\'eniment  will  be  without  the  shadow  of  excuse  for  its  delinquency 
if  the  difficulties  which  now  embarrass  it  be  not  speedily  and  effecttially 
removed. 

From  present  indications  it  is  hardly  doubtfnl  that  Congress  will  find 
It  necessary  to  lay  addttiotuU  duties  on  imports  tn  order  to  meet  the  ordi- 
naiy  current  expenses  of  the  Government.  In  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discrimination  having  reference  to  revenue,  but  at  the  same  time  neces- 
sarily affordiug  iucidcnlal  protection  to  manufacturing  Industrj',  it  seems 
equally  probable  that  duties  on  Kome  articles  of  importation  will  have 
to  be  advanced  above  20  per  cent.  In  performing  this  important  work 
of  rev'uung  the  tariff  of  duties,  which  in  the  present  emergency  would 
seem  to  be  iudispeuaable.  I  can  not  too  strongly  recommend  the  cultrva* 
tion  of  fl  spirit  of  mutual  harmouy  and  concession,  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment  itself  owas  its  origin,  and  without  the  contintied  exercise  of  whicb 
jarring  and  discord  would  universally  prevail. 

An  additional  reason  for  the  increase  of  duties  in  some  Instance* 
beyond  the  rate  of  20  per  cent  will  exist  in  fulfilling  the  recommen* 
dations  already  made,  and  now*  repeated,  of  making  adequate  appnqiria- 
tions  for  the  defenses  of  Uie  country-. 

By  the  express  pro\nsion  of  the  act  distributing  the  proceeds  of  tbe 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  its  operation  is  ipso  facto  Ma 
cease  so  soon  as  the  rate  of  tbe  duties  shall  exceed  the  limits  prescribed 
iu  the  act. 

In  recommending  the  adoption  of  measures  for  distributing  the  pn> 
cccds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress  such  distribution  was  urged  by  arguments  and 
considerations  which  appeared  to  me  then  and  appear  to  me  now  of 
great  weight,  and  was  placed  on  the  condition  that  it  should  not  render 
neoessar>'  auy  departure  from  the  act  of  1833.  It  is  with  sincere  regret 
that  I  now  perceive  the  necessity  of  departing  from  that  act.  because  I 
am  well  aware  that  e^cpcctations  justly  entertained  by  some  of  the  States 


HENRY  CLAY 

He  was  a  mui  of  lari;e  naturtl  abilitj,  but  he  lacked  the  training  of  a 
systematic  education.  He  learned  earl;  to  appreciate  his  heaven-bom  endow- 
ments and  to  rely  upon  them  for  success  in  bis  chosen  career.  Of  sanguine 
temperament,  quicic  perception,  irresistible  energy  and  enthusiastic  dis- 
position, he  was  well  fitted  to  be  a  party  advocate,  and  was  the  grsatest 
parliamentary  leader  in  our  history.  He  knew  men  well,  but  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  books.  The  gaming  table  had  for  him  allurements  that  he 
could  not  find  in  the  library.  According  to  the  manners  of  his  time,  he  drank 
to  excess.  ISs  warm  heart  made  him  a  multitude  of  friends;  his  impulsive 
action  and  positive  bearing  raised  up  enemies;  yet  at  his  death  he  left  not 
an  enemy  behind  him.  He  was  withal  a  man  of  inflexible  integrity.  Strait- 
enej  in  pecuniary  circumstances  during  a  !arge  part  of  his  congressional 
career,  he  nevertheless  held  himself  aloof  from  all  corruption.  Other 
Americans  have  been  intellectually  greater)  others  have  been  more  pains- 
taking, others  still  have  been  greater  benefactors  to  their  country;  yet  no 
man  has  been  loved  as  the  people  of  the  United  States  loved  Henry  Clay. 

Rhodes. 

Bom  in  backwoods  poverty  in  1777,  be  obtained  a  piecemeal  schooling, 
studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1797,  sent  to  the  Kentucky  legislature 
In  1803,  to  the  United  States  Senate  in  180S;  afterwards  served  in  the  lower 
house,  being  elected  Speaker  five  times;  Secretary  of  State  1825-29  under 
J.  Q.  Adams;  U.  S.  Senator  1831-1842;  unsuccessful  presidential  candidate 
1832  and  1844;  U.  S.  Senator  1849  to  185a.  When  Calhoun  and  his  South 
Carolina  nuUifiers  found  that  Jackson  meant  to  punish  treason  with  h&nging, 
it  was  Clay  who  arranged  a  compromise.  He  was  the  guiding  sfdrit  is  all 
those  measures  which  averted  civil  war  from  1S20  to  1850. 

See  the  articles  entitled  "  Compromises  of  the  Constitution,"  "Compromise 
of  1833,"  "  Compromiae  of  1850,"  "  Missouri  Compromise,"  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedic Index. 
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win  be  disappointed  by  any  occasion  which  shall  withhold  from  them 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  But  the  condition  was  plainly  expressed  in  the 
message  and  was  inserted  in  ten.i$  equally  plain  in  the  law  itself,  nnd 
amidst  the  embarrassments  which  surround  the  countrj'  on  all  sides 
and  beset  both  the  General  and  the  State  Governments  it  appears  to  me 
that  tlic  object  first  and  higlicst  in  importance  is  to  establish  the  credit 
of  this  Government  and  to  place  it  on  durable  foundations,  and  thus 
afiord  the  most  effectual  support  to  the  credit  of  the  States,  equal  at 
least  to  what  it  would  receive  from  a  direct  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

When  the  distribution  law  was  passed  there  was  reason  to  anticipate 
that  there  soon  would  be  a  real  surplus  to  distribute.  On  that  assump- 
tion it  was  in  my  opinion  a  wise,  a  just,  and  a  beneficent  measure.  But  to 
continue  it  in  force  while  there  is  no  such  surplus  to  distribute  and  when 
it  is  manifestly  ncccssar>'  not  only  to  increase  the  duties,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  borrow  money  in  order  to  hquidate  the  public  debt  and  disem- 
barrass the  public  Treasury,  would  cause  it  to  be  regarded  as  an  unwise 
alienation  of  the  best  security  of  the  public  creditor,  which  would  with 
OiiEculty  be  excused  and  could  not  be  justified. 

Caoaes  of  no  ordinary  chaiactcr  have  recently  depressed  American 
credit  in  the  stock  market  of  the  world  to  a  dcKree  quite  unprecedented. 
I  need  scarcely  mention  the  conditioa  of  the  banking  institutions  of  some 
of  the  States,  the  \'ast  amount  of  foreign  debt  contracted  during  a  period ' 
of  wild  speculation  by  corpomtious  and  individuals,  and,  above  all,  the 
doctrine  of  repudiation  of  contracts  solemnly  entered  into  by  States, 
which,  although  as  yet  applied  only  under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar 
chaiactcr  and  generally  rebuked  with  severity  by  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  is  yet  so  -nxy  licentious  and,  in  a  Government  depending 
wholly  on  opinion,  90  very  alarming  that  the  impression  made  by  it  to 
our  disad\'untflge  as  a  people  is  anything  but  surprising.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  imperatively  due  from  «s  to  tlie  people  whom  we  rep- 
resent that  when  we  go  into  the  money  market  to  contract  a  lonn  we 
should  tender  such  securities  as  to  cause  the  mouey  lender,  as  well  at 
lioiiie  as  abroad,  to  feel  that  the  most  propitious  opportunity  is  afforded 
him  of  investing  profitably  and  judiciously  his  capital.  A  government 
which  has  paid  off  the  debts  of  two  wars,  waged  with  the  most  powerful 
nation  of  modern  times,  should  not  be  brought  to  the  necessity  of  chaf- 
fering for  terms  in  the  money  market.  Under  such  circumstances  as  I 
have  adverted  to  our  object  should  be  to  produce  with  the  capitalist  a 
feeling  of  entire  confidem.*,  by  a  tender  of  that  sort  of  security  which 
in  all  times  past  lias  been  esteemed  sufficient,  aud  which  for  the  small 
amount  of  our  proposed  indebtedness  will  unhesitatingly  be  regarded  as 
amply  adequate.  While  a  pledge  of  all  the  revenues  amounts  to  no 
more  than  is  implied  in  every  instance  when  the  Government  contracts 
a  debt,  and  although  it  ought  in  otdiuary  circumstances  to  be  entirely 
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aatisfactorj".  yet  in  times  like  these  the  capitalist  would  feel  better  satis- 
fied with  the  pledge  of  a  specific  fund,  ample  in  magnitude  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  interest  and  ultimate  reimbursement  of  his  principal.  Such 
is  the  cliaractcr  of  the  land  fund.  The  most  vigilant  money  dealer  will 
readily  perceive  that  not  only  will  his  interest  be  secure  on  such  a  pledge, 
but  that  a  debt  of  $18,000,000  or  5-0,000,000  would  by  the  surplus  of 
sales  over  and  above  the  pajineul  of  the  interest  be  extinguished  witliin 
any  reasonable  time  fixed  for  its  redemption.  To  relieve  the  Treaa- 
ur>'  from  its  embarrassments  and  to  aid  in  meeting  its  requisitioiis  until 
time  is  allowed  for  any  new  tariff  of  duties  to  become  available,  it  would 
seem  to  be  necessary*  to  fund  a  debt  approaching  to  $15,000,000;  and  ia 
order  to  place  the  negotiation  uf  the  loan  beyond  a  rcaisunable  doubt  I 
subutit  to  Congress  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lauds 
should  not  be  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  authoriired  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sales  to  purchase  the  stock,  when  it  caii  be  procured  on  such  terms  as 
will  render  it  beneficial  iu  that  %vay,  to  extinguish  the  debt  and  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  such  surplus  while  its  distribution  is  suspended. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  were  the  Federal  Treasury  now  as  prosperons 
as  It  was  ten  years  ago  and  its  fiscal  operations  conducted  by  an  efficient 
agency  of  its  own,  coextensive  with  the  Union,  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Slates  and  corporations  in  them  would  produce,  ev-eu  if  they  contin- 
ued as  they  are  (were  that  possible),  effects  far  less  disastrous  than  those 
now  experienced.  It  is  the  disorder  here,  at  the  heart  and  center  of  the 
system,  tliat  paralyzes  and  deranges  ever^'  part  of  it.  Who  does  not 
know  the  permanent  importance,  not  to  the  F'edeml  Government  alone, 
but  to  every  Stale  and  every  individual  within  its  jurisdiction,  even  in 
their  most  independerit  am}  isolated  individual  pursuits,  of  the  preser* 
vation  of  a  sound  state  of  public  opinion  and  a  judicious  admintstration 
bere?  The  sympathy  is  instantaneous  and  uuiversal.  To  attempt  to 
remedy  the  evil  of  the  deranged  credit  and  currency  of  the  States  while 
the  disease  is  allowed  to  rage  iu  the  vitals  of  this  Government  would  be 
a  hopeless  undertaking. 

It  is  the  full  conviction  of  this  truth  which  emboldens  me  most  ear- 
nestly to  recommend  to  your  early  and  serious  consideration  the  measures 
now  submitted  to  your  better  judgment,  as  well  as  those  to  which  your 
attention  has  been  already  in'i'ited.  The  first  great  want  of  the  country, 
that  without  answering  which  all  attempts  at  bettering  the  present  oondi> 
tion  of  things  will  prm'e  fruitless,  is  a  complete  restoration  of  the  credit 
and  finances  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  source  and  foundation 
of  all  credit  is  in  the  confidence  which  the  Government  inspires,  and  just 
in  proportion  as  that  confidence  shall  be  shaken  or  diminished  will  be 
the  distnist  among  all  classes  of  the  comnuinit>"  and  the  derangement 
and  demoralizatiou  in  every  branch  of  business  and  all  the  interests  of 
the  country*.     Keep  up  the  standard  of  good  faith  and  punctuality  in  the 
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tolerations  of  the  General  Government,  and  all  partial  irregularities  and 
disorders  will  be  rectified  by  the  influence  of  its  example;  but  sJ.'fffr  tliat 
standard  to  be  debased  or  disturbed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  to  what 
a  degree  of  degradation  and  confusion  all  financial  interests,  public  and 
private,  may  sink.  In  such  a  country  as  this  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  only  to  will  it,  and  the  public  credit  will  be  as  high  as  it 
ever  was. 

My  own  views  of  the  measures  calculated  to  effect  this  great  and  desir- 
able object  I  have  thus  frankly  expressed  to  Congress  under  circumstances 
which  give  to  the  entire  subject  a  peculiar  and  solemn  interest.  The 
Executive  can  do  no  more.  If  the  credit  of  the  country  be  exposed 
to  question,  if  the  public  defenses  be  broken  down  or  weakened,  if  the 
whole  administration  of  public  affairs  be  embarrassed  for  want  of  the  nec- 
essary means  for  conducting  them  with  vigor  and  effect,  I  trust  that  this 
department  of  the  Gov^nment  will  be  found  to  have  done  all  that  was 
in  its  power  to  avert  such  evils,  and  will  be  acquitted  of  all  just  blame 
on  account  of  them.  ^^^^  ^YLER. 

Washington,  March  25,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  i8th  February,  1842, 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  30,  184.2. 
To  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  two  extracts  from  a  note  of 
the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  Department  of  State,  one  suggesting  in  behalf  of  his 
Government  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  will  impart  greater  facility  to  the  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
particularly  to  that  which  passes  across  their  frontier,  and  the  other 
expres^g  a  desire  for  some  regulation  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
by  means  of  which  the  communication  by  post  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas  may  be  improved. 

As  the  wishes  of  the  Texan  Government  in  relation  to  those  subjects 
can  only  be  gratified  by  means  of  laws  to  be  passed  by  Congress,  they 
are  accordingly  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  two  Hoqses. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

*TT>iiaDiittit](  list  of  axcttts.  etc..  employed  by  Ihe  Navy  Deiuiimeiit  without  eiprms  BultKiHly 
ol  law,  etc 
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To  the  Senate:  WAsmNCTON,  AprU  r,  1842, 

In  pan  compliance  with  a  resolutioii  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th  of  July. 
\^\,  I  traasmit  herewith  a  report  *  from  Uie  Departnieut  of  War. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  AprU  r,  rS^z. 
7i  the  House  of  RepnsenlaHves  of  the  United  Slates: 

111  comptiaacc  \^'ith  your  rcsoluLioo  uf  the  aist  of  March,  I  bare  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompcm>'iiig  eouunuuication  t  from  the  Secretary 

omeNa%7.  JOHN  T\XER. 

Washington.  April  4,  tS^t. 
7>  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Id  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreAentatives 
of  the  3ist  March,  1843,  I  hcrewitli  communicate  a  report!  from  the 
Secretary  of  State.  ^^^^  T\XER. 

WASHraOTOSf.  April  7.  TSft. 
To  the  House  of  Represenieiit>es  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners appointed  to  explore  and  sur\*ey  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Statesof  Maine  and  New  HampBhire  and  tlie  adjoining  Britifih  Prov- 
inces, together  with  the  report  of  the  operations  of  that  commission  ti- 
the 31st  ultimo,  and  a  profile  of  the  mmdian  line  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix  River  as  far  as  surveyed,  illustrative  of  the  report. 

JOHN  TYLER, 
ffbe  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.} 

Z>BPAST3«EnT  op  STaTS. 

Hon.  DAmrc  WEB9TBS,  WoskiHgton.  Mareh  3,,  iS^. 

Secretary  0/ State. 

Six:  By  dircctiona  of  the  board  of  conmilBBloiien  for  exploring  aii<l  svmying  the 
Qonlieaateni  bouruWy,  I  have  handed  joa  the  papen  ticTcinitFter  t]iev-ificd,  viz; 

1.  Tlie  report  of  the  Operations  of  the  comnuarioa  up  to  the  present  date. 

2.  A  profle  of  tlie  iiieri>i!laii  tine  of  the  Kiurce  of  the  St.  Croix  aa  for  u  wnreyed. 
iatetided  to  illustrate  the  report 

3.  A  portfolio  of  drawings  intcoded  for  the  sunc  purpoee. 

■TnnnnlttliiB  llM  of  nmovaXt  (rem  &tid  appoiiilBieDU  to  ofic*  In  llie  Deputneat  of  Wlr] 
from  March  4.  iSj^  to  Septrmbcr  .ta.  tH4 1. 
t  RtloUnc  to  avDoiDlnmla  la  office  lo  the  Kevy  afld  Uarine  Core*  *iitM  April  4.  it«t. 
ITiBDiimllinE  llct  ot  BPitotiiliDiDlt  br  Chc  PTcaidcnl  or  Swretary  of  Slatt  *1dcc  April  4,  It4(, 
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4-  A  roll  marked  Appendix  Xa  i,  containing  tfaenairativeof  the  fieldoperations 
ol  the  division  of  Profeswr  Renwick. 

5-  A  tin  case  containing  the  detail  of  the  surveys  of  the  divitton  of  Professor 
Kawick. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  said  papers,  I  au 
directed  respectfully  to  suggest  that  all  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  lay  before 
Congress  are  the  items  l  and  3,  which,  with  a  general  map  now  in  preparation,  will 
oontain  all  that  will  be  of  any  general  public  interest. 

The  portfolio  (No,  3)  and  the  box  of  maps  and  profiles  (No.  5)  should  remain  on 
file  in  the  Department ;  and  while  a  part  of  the  drawings  in  the  former  may  be  us& 
fnl  for  illustration,  the  latter  will  be  superseded  by  the  general  map,  in  which  will 
be  embodied  all  that  they  contain  of  importance  to  the  question  at  issue. 

Appendix  Na  I,  specified  as  No.  4  in  the  above  list,  will  probably  be  demanded 
hereafter  to  give  authenticity  to  the  concluaons  of  the  report  (No.  i).  It  ought 
□ot,  however,  to  be  communicated  until  the  Appendices  Nos.  3  and  3,  containing  the 
operations  of  the  divisions  of  Measis.  Graham  and  Talcott,  are  handed  in;  and  of 
the  three  no  more  than  a  limited  number  of  copies  will  be  useful, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  RENWICK, 

Chairman. 

Report  of  ihe  eommissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  Ike  United  Stales  for  tha 
purpose  of  surveying  and  exploring  the  boundary  line  between  the  Slates  ofMaint 
and  New  Hampshire  and  the  British  Provinces. 

Washington,  'March  3S,  1843. 
Hon.  Danibi,  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Snt:  The  duties  assigned  to  the  undersigned  by  the  instructions  of  your  prede- 
cessor were  twofold: 

First.  To  explore  and  survey  the  lines  re^)ectively  claimed  by  the  Governments 
of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Second.  To  examine  and  report  upon  the  arguments  contained  in  the  report  of 
Hesars.  Peatherstonhaugh  and  Mudge  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  Her 
Britannic  Majesty  for  foreign  afiairs  under  date  of  i6th  April,  1840. 

I. 

In  order  to  the  more  exact  and  successful  performance  of  the  duties  included 
nnder  the  first  of  the  above  heads,  the  boundary  line  was  divided  by  their  instructions 
into  three  separate  portions,  one  of  which  was  assigned  to  each  of  the  commissioners; 
and  while  they  were  instructed  to  assemble  in  a  board  for  the  purpose  of  domparing 
their  respective  surveys,  in  view  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  included  in  the 
aeccmd  of  the  above  ditisions  their  explorations  have  been  separately  conducted. 
Bach  of  the  oommisuoners  has  employed  the  methods  and  course  of  ac:tion  most 
appropriate  in  bis  opinion  to  the  successful  fulfillment  of  his  appointed  task,  and 
the  natnR  of  the  surveys  asugned  to  one  of  them  has  been  of  a  character  widely  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  his  colleagues.  The  commissioners,  therefore,  while  uniting  in 
■  general  report  of  the  progress  made  up  to  this  time  in  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
mcD^  beg  leave  to  submit,  in  the  form  of  appendices,  the  narrative  of  their  several 
operations,  with  so  much  of  the  records  of  their  observations  and  calculations  as 
tbey  have  severally  judged  necessary  to  anthenticate  the  conclusions  at  which  they 
luTC  arrived. 
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The  progress  which  has  bccu  made  iu  Uic  Ubucs  of  the  commbsioucra  cpabkstlicgi 
at  this  time  lo  lay  before  yoii— 

I.  A  dcKriptiau  of  the  physical  featurrfl  of  tlic  diAput«<l  territory. 

3.  A  compaiiMa  of  the  heights  of  the  line  claimed  by  tb«  United  Sutcs  with 
thosf  of  the  line  Etyled  the  '*azis  of  nuxiniiim  elevation  "  by  MeRsts.  t'eatberston- 
haugh  Mid  Mud^.  In  Uying  the  latter  before  you  they  luw,  in  order  to  avoid 
delay,  mode  ux;  in  part  of  titc  published  restilts  obtained  by  those  Kcntlcmcii,  and 
althcMgh  ihry  have  nlrea.ly  dctcct«<l  ermrs  in  their  irfcr«ic*s  they  do  not  cetuider 
that  by  (i<:ecptinK  them  for  the  moment  as  the  basis  of  cotnpaHson  they  con  be 
•CCOMd  of  exhibiting  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain  in  an  iinfaTOiablc  li^t. 


I. — DESCKIP^ON  of  THS  DiSPtlTHD  TtntKJTORV. 

The  Mticoa»t  of  the  State  of  Mttine  i«  rugged  and  hilly.  Tlie  primitive  roclu  o( 
which  ita  geological  stractiiTC  b  chiefly  cooipoacd  are  hrokcn  into  riilgc^  irhich  mn 
parallel  to  the  gnat  tlreoin^t,  antl  thenrrortt  in  a  tlirection  from  north  to  south.  These 
ridgcB  tcruiinnte  in  an  irregular  line,  which  to  the  eos.!  of  the  IVnolMcoit  nuy  be 
identified  nmrly  with  the  military  rood  to  Iloulton.  rroin  the  nortbcni  TnmiT 
of  Uiese  ridges  an  extensi\'e  view  of  the  disputed  icrrilory  can  in  vau^  places  be 
obtained.  This  is  the  case  at  the  military  post  at  Iloulton.  vhciicc  a  wide  extcst  of 
country  may  be  seen.  A  still  more  perfect  view  may  be  obtained  from  the  stnumit 
of  Parlui  Hill,  at  n  point  about  400  yards  south  of  the  road  from  Ilonlton  to  Wood- 
otoclt  and  about  half  a  mile  coitt  of  the  exploring  meridian  line.  At  llie  time  when 
that  line  was  nm  by  the  British-and  American  surveyors,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  the  top  of  this  hill  was  coi,-ered  witli  wood,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  content  theiiiwlvca  with  tlic  view  frx/m  Park's  bam,  which  is  at  Ica^t  aoofcet 
beneath  Uit?  sumniit.  At  llie  jireseat  monient  Uie  Uittrr  lsclear«il.  and  llie  view  from 
wcst-wwtlivreiit  to  tiorthciuit  is  unimpeded  cxcvpt  by  a  siugle  dump  of  trees,  which 
cub)  off  the  view  for  a  few  dcgm-s  in  the  northwest  direction;  but  by  a  change  of 
position  cver\'  port  of  the  horizon  between  theae  points  is  to  be  seen.  Toward  the 
wciit  arc  aeen  rid^ca paraltcl  lotUc  Penobscot,  o>-cr  which  Katohdin  towers  toa  great 
height,  beajing  by  compass  N.  85°  W.  In  a  direction  N.  75°  W.  are  seen  two  dis- 
tant peaks,  one  of  which  was  identified  as  the  Traveller.  All  of  these  entioencci 
He  south  of  the  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  north-northwcat  diiccUon 
there  appear  two  ridges  of  comparatively  miall  elevation,  which  were  pointed  out 
aa  the  Aroostook  Muuntalos,  but  have  since  hcea  ascertained  to  lie  near  the  source* 
of  the  MciiuTnikeaR.    These  lie  in  tlic  line  claimed  by  Great  Britain  In  1817. 

Between  these  and  the  other  raountnitis  therv  is  evidently  no  connection,  and  the 
rest  of  the  countr>',  as  seen  from  the  hill,  bears  tlie  aspect  of  a  wooded  plain.  It 
will  tje  suflicieiil  to  refer  to  this  view  to  be  satisfied  thai  all  the  impressioiis  which 
have  been  circulated  of  a  continuoiM  chain  of  elevations  extending  along  the  line 
cluimeal  tij-  Omt  Ikilaiii  arc  utterly  fallacious 

Toward  the  north  the  country  exhibits  the  same  general  featnres.  One  vast  and 
apparently  unbroken  plain  extends  to  the  ntmost  limits  of  the  visible  hcrizoa.  la 
the  midst  of  ttiis,  and  at  a  distance  of  nearly  30  miles.  Mars  Hill  alor.c  breaks  the 
IDOnotonons  proApert,  ami  from  its  inolated  potdtion  aMumea  to  the  eye  an  impoT' 
tancc  to  which  ttA  altitude  of  leas  than  i.Soo  feet  would  not  otherwise  en liLlc  it.  No 
othei  eminences  sre  to  be  seen  in  this  direction,  except  a  roand  penk  bearing  a  few 
degree*  west  of  north  and  some  distant  ridges  about  an  equal  <lL<itance  to  the  east. 
The  filst  of  these  has  been  ascertained  by  the  surveys  of  Major  Graham  to  be  an 
IsoliLteil  hill  near  the  peak  kiion  n  a«  Quaqviajo.  The  eastern  ridgea  arc  probably 
those  measured  between  the  Tobitjue  aiid  the  Bay  of  Chaleuis  by  the  Britiob  coca- 
mlssloners.  A  sketch  of  lliis  view  from  Parks  Hill  is  aiincxcil  to  the  report,  and 
leal  any  doitbl  be  enieruine<l  of  it*  accnmcy  it  is  proper  lo  stale  thst  Ihe  iina««uied 
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^^        ^^   tadkdi^on,  but  diat  the  ontliaes  were  carefully  delineated  by  mean* 

Pmn  tlua  view  it  Gi)f;bt  be  inferred  that  tli«  northern  p&rt  oX  the  admitted  posim- 
iioiis  of  itic  United  States  to  Mx  ca&t  of  the  Pcnobocot  nnd  the  duputcd  tcrritoo'  ta 
far  u  visible  ootutitute  a  viut  table-luul  tllghtly  inclined  toward  the  southeast. 

Oa  dcttocadiQ^  into  tlie  \^C7  of  the  SL  Jolu  the  appcainaccs  cbuige.  The  tkble- 
luid  ia  cot  to  a  gnat  depth  by  that  stjcam,  and  from  it«be<]  the  brokcu  edj[ca  of  the 
great  plain  look  like  ndges  whose  h«ig:ht  Is  exagf^erated  to  the  seoBM  iti  conso- 
quencc  of  their  being  densely  clothed  witli  wood.  The  mme  is  the  case  with  all  the 
brancbea  of  this  river,  which  also  cut  tike  tabte-huid  to  ifreoter  or  less  depths  accord- 
iau  to  their  distsucv  from  the  strwii  into  which  they  discharge  tlicauKlvcx. 

The  want  of  a  true  highland  or  mountAinous  cbaracter  iu  this  region  ia  obvi- 
ooa  fnm  the  axpect  It  presenlx  in  tlie  two  diOofeiti  points  of  view.  Mountainous 
Rg^oaa  aiC  moot  impo«ing  when  seen  frotn  a,  distance  nnd  front  heights.  On  n  near* 
■ppfoodi,  and  from  the  valleys  which  ititcrsect  ihcm,  tlie  trIcvutinnH,  .iu  impoittiiit  in 
the  distant  nnr,  are  bidden  by  tbeir  own  slopes  or  lose  the  ajxpeotsnce  of  relative 
tlcvatioo  in  oonscqocacc  of  the  absolute  heights  of  the  valleys  themsclvea.  £□  con- 
foroiiy  with  this  character,  the  line  claimnl  by  the  Uniteil  States  for  ttie  uiuit  part 
preMnta,whcn  scenat  a  distancc.the  appearance  of  lofty  and  deeply  serrated  ridges. 
while  to  one  who  travcraca  it  it  is  a  labyrinth  of  Inkcsi  moiasaca,  und  nbort  but  sleep 
I  which  bide  iu  peiks  from  the  valleys  and  streams. 

The  tine  elaiined  by  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  when  seen  bom  a  distance  is 
'uWcl  as  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  with  nogrcatcmppcaninccof  elevation  and  dcprca- 
sion  than  would  lepieeent  ha  bUlowH;  while,  seen  from  Its  own  valleys,  the  heights 
awmiiHi  as  importance  which  their  elci-ation  nhove  tlie  valleys  wlftn  octiiAll^  mea»- 
nred  doca  not  warrant.  Tlie  charnctcristics  cif  the  rcxion  tlirough  which  the  line  of 
T>fi  am  Mndge  and  Featheistonhauj^  posses  are  therefore  the  opposite  of  those 
OBuaHy  remarked  in  bigbland  oouutrics,  while  those  of  the  line  claimed  by  the 
United  States  are  the  same  aa  are  nlwa>-s  obaerved  In  such  tegiona. 

Thia  ehancterof  a  table-land  deeply  cot  by  atreaina  Is  well  exhibited  In  the  section 
•I  their  "axia  of  moximtim  elevation"  by  the  liritiah  commissioaent.  In  that  will 
be  seen  the  monntntna  near  the  sonrceof  the  AnKuitoDk,Allcgua.ih,  and  Penobscot  on 
the  one  hniul,  and  of  the  ToUqae  on  the  other,  while  the  intervening  apace  iu  occu> 
cjtd  by  a  cnrvc  resembling  an  inverted  arch,  of  which  the  St.  John  occupies  the 
kcTStone,  In  a  country  of  thu  character  any  line  wlintcviiT  would  present  the  appear- 
ance of  R  succeaoion  of  emiacncca,  and  might  by  as  liberal  a  cooMractioa  of  the  term 
■s  has  been  made  hy  Heana.  Uitdge  and  Peathenrtonhangh  be  called  faighlontU. 

Tbe  samenesa  of  thia  general  character  is  broken  only  by  a  single  chain  of  hills.* 
Thia  ia  n  prolongation  of  Mors  Uill  toward  the  north,  and,  being  both  of  less  height 

□d  breadth  than  that  n>onn::iin,  is  hidden  by  it  from  tlie  view  of  a  ttpcctutor  on 

s\s  Hill.  Blars  Hill  is  itself  an  l»oluted  eminence,  anil  ix  In  fitct  nearly  nii  island, 
'  the  Freague  lale  and  Giasigait  rivers,  running  the  one  to  the  north  and  the  other 

I  the  soBth  of  it,  have  Imnchca  which  take  tbdr  rise  in  the  tviais  swamp  on  its  north- 
I  aide  lb  the  north  of  the  Des  Chutes  Uic  ground  again  rises,  and  aUli<>u(;h 
by  several  streanu,  and  particularly  by  the  Aroostook,  the  dialn  is  prolonged 
by  Isolated  eminences  as  far  as  tbe  White  Rapids,  below  the  Grand  Tails  of  the  St. 
John,  where  it  crodses  th^t  river.  It  may  thence  be  traced  in  a  northem  direction 
Id  the  Sugar  Loaf  JUoantain.  on  the  Wagamtis  portage,  where  it  tcrminfttc-^. 

To  this  broken  chain  belongs  the  elevation  of  <|iS  feet  given  by  Meiucm.  kludge 

•nd  Peatheretoohaugh  to  an  eminence  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Aroostook  rnlls, 

I  An  acciuate  proflte  of  so  many  uf  thc»  eminences  oa  fall  in  the  line  of  the  eoniKctet' 

IsKridian  b  herewith  submitted.    This  chain  of  eminenoes  is  not  prolonged  to  tbe 

restwanl,  OS  It  is  entirely  unconnected  wilh  uny  utlier  heiglil  lupinng  to  the  nune 

'  monniain  in  that  direction. 


*A  (liaia  Uniarfcnp«(  aMmuiiu  wb«*«  tuws  toncb  esdi  other.— au.rt. 
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II  is  nal  in  aoy  scDiiC  KdividineridgK.  beiaEcnlby  nlltbe  MrcftRis  in  Iheoonat 
mnf)  in  piirticubu  to  x  great  depUi  by  tlie  St.  Juhn  aud  tlie  Aroostook. 

A  section  or  thi»  lin«  w«s  given  in  a  re[>ort  to  the  Bntisli  cotiiratMion«r  under  the 
Rflh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  by  Coland  Rouctivtte,  tlte  survtynr-gcncral  o( 
the  Province  of  Canada.  His  hriglitB  «ftre  dricrmined  by  the  barometer,  ami  e«i- 
UMlcd  from  ihc  assumed  level  of  tlic  tnonuiacnt  At  tbc  source  of  ihc  St.  Ciolx. 

It  woulil  now  apiKttr  that  tbc  aectioii  of  Colonel  Boucbctlc  U  very  itiwccuniie,  anil 
tlut  tlie  heights  AS  reported  I17  him  btv  not  only  much  beyond  the  tnitli,  hut  tbat 
tbc  CODlinually  ascending  nlope  aitcrilwi]  by  him  to  the  country  from  tbc  moniuneiM. 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  Qmx  to  the  point  where  tlic  due  north  line  crosses  the  SL 
|ohii  i«  entirely  erroneous.  He,  however,  adroitly  availed  bimiielf  of  this  inoccunat* 
section  to  atceinpi  lu  prove  the  exigence  of  a  contluoous  chain  of  oioanldns  from 
Eatttlidin  to  the  Great  Fulls  of  the  St.  John,  and  Ibrace  around  the  touthnvsterti 
brancbc*  of  the  Resttgouchc  until  it  met  the  heights  rising  from  the  north  shore 
of  the  Bay  of  Chalcuia.  For  tbia  reaaun  hi»  view  taken  from  faik's  bam  and  Uiat 
made  by  Mr.  Oitell  from  the  fA\\\t;  point  were  urged  (or  admiKalon  us  evidence  on 
oath  by  the  BHtinh  agent,  and  the  map  of  Mr.  Johnaon,  which  coulr&dictcd  Uiii 
evidence,  was  carefully  excluded.  It  con  not  1)e  concealed  that  could  Colonel  Bou* 
chette'a  idea  fouuded  on  erroneoua  premises  have  been  established  by  indisputable 
facts  it  would  have  been  tbc  moat  fatal  argument  that  has  ever  been  adduced  agaloM 
the  American  claim,  for  he  would  havr  argticl  that  the  meridian  line  of  the  Sl- 
Cimx  would  at  Mors  liill  have  first  intersected  highlands  which,  rising  from  the 
north  ahoTe  of  the  Bay  o(  ChaleuiB,  would  have  appeared  to  divide  until  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Cmul  Falls  of  the  St.  John  wnlera  which  fall  into  the  M.  I,awreace' 
from  lUoac  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  and  would  have  been  the  south  boundary  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Uara  Hill  would  then  have  appc&rcd  to  be  in  truth  as  well  as  in  claim  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scutia :  and  alUiouj^b  the  rest  of  the  line  would 
not  have  fulfilled  Iho  condition*  t}ie  Utiited  Staler  might  by  an  arbitrator  havelMMn 
compelled  to  accept  lliis  point  na  the  beginning  of  their  1>oundary.  Nor,  in  tbc  unex- 
plored state  of  the  country,  is  it  by  any  means  certain  that  the  American  sgent.  who 
docs  not  seem  to  lutvc  seen  tbc  drift  of  the  proceedings  of  Colonel  Bouchetlc,  wootd 
have  been  jircparcd  with  the  advcrix;  facts,  which  are  now  known  to  be  undeniable. 
It  may  therefore  be  considered  fortunate  for  Ihc  claim  of  the  United  States  that  the 
survey  was  afterwards  iutnistcd  to  a  surveyor  who,  in  pursuit  of  the  double  object  of 
encroachmcDt  on  the  United  Slate*  and  the  enlargement  of  his  native  Province  at 
the  expense  of  CanailB,  signally  failed  in  the  proof  of  cither  of  his  positions. 

The  knowledge  now  acquired  shows  that  the  idea  of  Colonel  Bouchcttc  ia  unsa|^ 
ported  by  the  fncts  of  the  esse,  for  the  highlands  which  Her  from  the  north  shore  of 
the  Bay  of  Choleurs  do  not  meet  those  in  which  the  moat  southerly  bnuicb  of  the 
Restigauchc  tnkc«  its  rise. 

The  British  commiuii oners,  although  they  give  a  profile  of  thia  ridge,  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  examined  it  except  ul  Mars  ftill,  near  the  Arooalook,  and  at  the  Grand 
Talis  uf  the  St.  John.  It  must  be  T<«niarked  that  tbcw  profiirs  (the  original  one  of 
Colonel  Bouchette  aud  that  exhibited  by  tlietnselves]  are  contrasted — one  British 
authority  with  another— for  the  purpose  of  Invalidating  Ihc  ground  011  which  the 
American  claim  is  founded. 

It  ia  not  our  bTianess  to  reconcile  these  coaflictinK  authorities,  but  tt  is  our  duty 
to  recall  (he  Tecollcclions  of  the  fact  thst  no  part  of  the  American  STgummt  laid 
before  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  was  founded  on  this  or  any  other  estimate  of 
heights.  Many  elevations,  indeed,  wete  measured  with  great  pains  on  the  part  ol 
the  Americans  as  well  ax  of  Great  Britain. 

On  behalf  of  the  United  Statea  Captain  I'artndge  made  many  barometric  ohaerva- 
tions.  while  Mr.  Johnion  look  an  extensive  series  of  vertical  and  horixonia]  anglu. 
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His  opcratiotu  nen  pcrfonnod  ia  Lbe  pn^eace  of  Mr.  Odell,  the  ritvcj-ot  cm  beluilf 
of  Oreat  Briuin,  nliodonblteu  made  siniilai  ones,  as  he  risitrd  the  seme  stations 
wiUas  bett«7  iDStrutucot  and  for  the  taine  nvoiired  purpOM.  Mr.  OdeU'sab««rT»tioii» 
were  not  presented  by  the  British  nKU^  ^■■^  tbow  of  Mr.  Joluuoa  ircrv  objected  to. 
If  received,  they  would  hsv«  set  aside  llie  prrten»ions  that  a  contintiotit  ridge  of 
laouot&uis  cxi»tcd  between  the  Mcljuutette  portage  sad  Mars  Hill.  They  ore,  how- 
ever. »uper>eded  by  the  operalluns  w/  the  uudcrsjgncd.  which  have  yielded  aDllsfac- 
V>Tj  evidenoe  that  no  cbsin  of  highUndH  in  the  Ren«e  of  the  Britiah  commiwiioiieni, 
or  even  on  "«xu  of  nuximumrfcrstion."  exist*  where  it  is  laid  dovrn  on  their  map. 
Sor  can  it  be  doubted  thai  the  operations  of  Mr.  Johnson  had  a  decided  advantage 
In  point  of  probable  accuracy  over  (heirs.  The  exploring  mendiAn  line  used  as  a 
bsae  w«s  tncasure<1  wlllt  a  lolenble  dej^e  of  accuracy,  and  from  the  three  heights 
ebosra  by  bim  the  whole  country  is  visible. 

On  the  other  h^id.  the  coufm  o^Measrs.  Mtidgennd  restherstonhaugh  being  con- 
fined, except  where  they  ascended  Mars  Mill,  to  the  valleys  of  the  stTcanis.  they  were 
for  the  most  part  excliidcd  from  n  prospect.  In  describing  the  view  from  Mar*  Hill, 
bovccTcr,  they  have  picturcil  in  most  accurate  terms  tlie  true  features  of  the  couutry: 

' '  The  character  of  lh«  country  tnsy  be  well  discerned  and  undersloorl  frxnn  this 
iBsulated  biU.  It  presetiti  to  the  eye  one  xoasa  of  dork  and  gloomy  forest  to  the 
ntniGst  Uinitsof  siKbl,  covetiiiK  byiia  umbrsgeoos  mail  tie  theprindpal  rircrs,  mtuor 
ftnsms,  and  usniy  teciigcs  of  the  linbitBtioii  of  num." 

This  description  can  only  agree  with  that  of  a  vast  table-land  into  which  the 
sticuna  cut  so  deep  and  fomi  such  narrow  valleys  as  to  be  invisible. 

But  if  s  chain  of  hIghUads,  or  even  an  "axis  of  tnaximmn  elevation,"  hod  existed 
as  they  lay  It  down,  within  10  miles,  it  would  hsve  been  visible,  and  tt  need  tiol  be  said 
that  they  would  not  have  failed  tode*cril>c  it.  The  inconsistency  Iwtween  their  map 
sad  (his  true  ai>d  forcible  description  of  the  features  of  the  country  is  appsreut. 

The  same  general  character  of  ubte-land  is  found  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John 
abovs  the  Cmnd  Falls.  Its  firrt  important  northern  tribotsry  is  the  Gmnd  River. 
tn  ascending  this  nlreain  the  level  of  the  table-land  is  soon  naclie*].  The  river  runs 
between  banks  of  very  moderate  elevation  and  on  a  regular  slope,  and  although  ruii> 
uing  with  grettt  ntpidity  upon  a  pebbly  bed  it  is  yet  so  tortuous  that  while  its  distance 
from  lis  mouth  to  the  Wagansis  portage  In  a  straight  line  Is  no  more  than  15  miles 
(ho  meanders  of  its  channel  amount  to  30. 

On  the  Wagansis  portage  the  table-land  is  terminated  by  a  ridge  whose  summit  is 
elerated  iiU  feet  above  the  wagansis*  of  Grund  River.  It  was  at  first  believed  tlut 
this,  although  of  small  elevation,  was  a  dividing  ridge,  and  tluit  it  might  cnrrcspond 
to  one  construction  which  1ms.  although  Inaccurately,  1»cen  put  uii  the  treaty  of  17(^3. 
This  twlief  was  <peedily  n^noved,  for  the  rivulet  on  its  northrni  side  was  found  to 
be  cut  oS  from  the  Rcsllgoucbe  by  the  Sugar  l^y^t  Mountain,  and  is  tbcrefore  a 
branchcither  of  the  Grand  Riverorof  the  stream  which  falls  Into  the  St.  John  iuinie- 
iliately  above  the  Grand  Falls.  The  height  of  land  wliich  divides  this  rivulet  from 
the  wsgsu  of  tlie  Rcstigouche  is  not  elevated  sbovc  the  former  more  than  1 1 7  feet. 
Tliere  is.  in  fact,  at  this  place  a  gap  5  or  6  miles  in  breadth  in  the  great  system 
of  mountains  which  extend  from  the  Gulf  of  SI.  Lawrence  at  the  Bay  des  Ou»lciir> 
to  the  ri»-cT  St.  Irfiwrcnce  nwvr  the  Tcmiwrounta  portage.  At  the  northern  %-erge  of 
the  table-land  which  baa  been  described,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  rises 
to  tbc  height  of  about  t,6oa  feet  a  mountain  known  fioin  the  name  of  (hut  stream. 
This  b,  tike  Mars  Hill,  isolated,  and  alTords  an  extensive  view.  To  the  north  and 
west  the  prospect  is  bnmdcd  by  a  continuous  line  of  horiion,  which.  Instead  of  being 

•VoEBnbaWnatoitic  A.lwaakllaiisusKcslKiilfytnKwa]'-  Sis  (ssdlnitiiuttve  panicle.  Wasatb 
(bU  Iherr/oct  tbcUutc  vi)';  sad  It  mcbs  ^robslitc  ttwt  the  uuiie  of  Coail  Ki*er.  tbe  nsual 
rptihet  tor  tbc  SL  John,  Sa«  bM*  iajproperijr  sppticd  to  the  null  nrtoai  which  beats  It  en  tbs 
nap. 
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obviously  tielow  the  Ict«1  of  the  eye,  as  In  the  view  of  the  disputed  tenitocy  from 
Uare  Uill.  is  evidently  uf  wta  gtv*leT  heigbt  tbim  the  Green  River  Itlouotain  ilncll. 

Oa  cuiciiug  into  Uiia  rcxiwu  from  Uic  aoutb  by  any  of  the  nnngable  streama  whicfa 
travcxse  it,  it  presents  a  muic  dccidc^lly  niountainous  character  tbsn  tbe  country  to 
the  south.  The  t^rand^  I'oiuche  of  Kestigoucbe  is  bordered  bj-  two  continuous 
cbains  of  mounlaius,  rising  wbcu  it  &Est  i§eucs  from  tbcm  to  tlK  height  of  s  thou- 
BAtut  feet  above  its  xurface.  The  tlreatu  lut%-ing  a  mpid  (oil,  Uie  lelative  elcvatioa 
becomes  lew  until,  in  the  ueigliborhood  of  the  Ukc  in  vbicb  its  north  bnnch  first 
collects  its  vra^crs.  the  relstite  elc^'ntion  Is  not  more  than  fonr  or  fivr  hundred  feet. 

On  tr»versiiig  this  elevated  country  it  presents  n  different  aspect  from  what  is 
Mcu  cither  from  a  distance  or  where  it  is  entered  from  the  rivers,  Frequent  ridges 
&re  trowed;  the  tops  of  ihewe  xre  often  occupied  by  nnun})*  filled  witli  a  thick 
groH-tl)  of  ccdfirs.  Ti^p  nnd  Ktnsll  bftsius  occur,  which  are  occupied  by  lakes  that 
give  riic  to  riviTM  flovriiifj;  to  the  St.  t^awrcncc  or  to  the  St.  John.  These  sre  inter- 
mingled with  thickets  ol  dwarf  qmtce,  and  the  sfreaiDS  are  eometiines  bonlered  by 
litnrshcs  covered  by  low  «ldcn,  and  MMnctiincs  cut  deep  into  rocky  clinnDcls.  In  tlus 
apparent  labyrinth  one  poodlive  circunuttiiiice  mark*  the  line  of  diviaion.  or  the  true 
heif^bt  of  land:  Ihc  Etreams  which  run  to  the  St.  John  arc  all  of  the  first  descrip- 
tion—slu(U(iiih~w)i  tic  those  which  dischatRe  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence  are 
rapid,  and  have  the  character  of  toncnts. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  disputed  territory  are  ridges  of  rocky  bilk  running 
nearly  north  and  south,  and  thus  tending  toward  the  St.  LawiciKX,  wlitch  they  In 
some  pliu'es  reach  ati-il  slnit  out  the  view  of  Uie  interior. 

U  thiu  becomes  difTiCtilt  to  find  a  station  whence  the  heights  of  land  can  be  viewed 
and  its  character  cshibitnl.  It  has  thcreforr  been  hitherto  powihlc  for  ihcMc  who 
have  argued  in  support  of  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  represent  without  meet- 
ing with  contradiction  that  the  streams  which  fall  into  the  St.  John  had  their  rise  In 
a  countrj'  possessed  of  none  of  that  mouutainous  character  which  they  urged  wna 
essential  to  tlic  epithet  of  bighlandA.  There  are,  however,  points  where  a  different 
character  is  apparent,  audsomeof  these  are  easy  of  access.  Thus,  on  tlw  main  mail 
road,  along  Uic  Southeast  Branch  or  the  St.  Lawrence  a  mile  northeast  of  the  chorch 
of  L'Islette,  a  rocky  eminence  is  passed,  whence  may  be  seen  a  IwUI  g^vup  of  moun- 
tains which  have  been  tdendficil  with  the  sources  of  the  Ouclle.  the  Kamonraska 
and  Blfick  rivera,     A  view  of  this  group  is  herewith  presented. 

From  the  height  to  the  eaat  of  rircr  Da  Loup  a  view  may  be  seen  on  a  clear  day 
extending  round  137°  of  the  horizon,  beginning  with  the  highlands  of  Bic,  bearing 
N.  i8'K.,*nd  terminating  in  a  conical  monntaiti  hcariugS.  15'  W. 

The  nearest  and  more  conspicuous  of  these  highlands  (named  thMe  of  St.  Andrr:) 
are  on  tlie  river  Fourche,  a  bmnch  of  the  river  Du  Loup,  whose  waters  they  divide 
from  those  of  the  St.  Fraaci*.    A  ^-tcw  of  these  is  aUo  submitted  herewith. 

A  siinilHr  view  of  Uic  same  panorama  of  highlands  b  obtained  fium  Hare  tslancl. 
in  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  an  outline  of  which,  taken  witli  Ihe  camera  luctda,  la  like- 
wise submitted.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  Kiuth  of  the  point  where  the 
Temiscouata  portage  crosses  Itlonnt  Biort  the  highlands  m;iy  be  teen  at  the  head  of 
Riuiou»ki,  bearing  nearly  toA.  thence  extending  round  by  the  north  to  the  tnotm- 
tain.Hof  St.  Andre,  bearing  nearly  west,  foniiing  about  one-half  of  the  entire  horixon. 
The  entire  panorama  frcjni  the  lattt^r  p<fint,  taken  with  the  camera  lucida.  along  with 
COpiea  of  some  daj^uerreotype;!  made  at  the  same  place,  arc  beiewith  submitted.  Of 
tlie  port  of  the  line  which  extends  to  the  nartlieast  from  tlic  source  of  the  Etchcmin 
for  a  distance  of  many  miles,  a  vieiv  may  be  nlniost  constantly  seen  from  the  citadel 
of  Quebec  nnd  from  the  tops  of  the  houses  in  that  city.  One  atill  more  aatisfactory 
may  be  oDlnined  from  the  road  between  Quebec  and  the  Falls  of  Iklontmocency. 
in  the  neifihlwrhood  of  the  villngt  of  Belporl.  The  latter  view*  arc  in  particular 
referred  ta  as  thcj  are  wllbin  the  rcich  of  numerous  civi!  and  nilUlary  ofBccts  of 
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llie  Rntisl)  •  :ov«mineRt.  wbomiutaMmt  to  the cvMirticc  of  IhHr  own  senses,  wliicb 
wiU  prove  Out  thii  region,  the  potitioo  of  the  palli  pur»u«d  dnriog  the  prewot  yeai 
bj  f  ■!*»!*■  Talcott'a  parties,  is  to  all  Intents  a  lanse  of  highlands. 

Tb*  boniitUiy  praatnu  from  these  poeitions  the  aspect  of  a  oontintMiM  and  deeply 
•ennted  ridge. 

The  geological  character  of  the  constry  can  not  be  admitted  as  having  vtny  bearing 
apon  the  subject  tiiidcr  consideration.  It  never  entered  into  the  views  of  the  framen 
of  the  treaty  o[  178},  and  therefore  could  afford  no  illustrations  of  their  intcntiona. 

Wef«  it  ndmiiisible,  hnwever,  it  might  lie  cited  aa  an  additional  argument  Uial  the 
dividing  height  which  lucloem  the  waters  of  thi.-  Connecticut  continues  uncbftoged 
'  in  ita  fcatnrcs  antil  it  is  cut  off  hy  the  deep  channel  of  the  St.  Ijiwrcncc. 

OpJMVttiiiitiies  for  observations  of  this  character  were  most  fiequent  on  the  Tem- 
lacoOBta  pottfl^  and  on  the  banks  of  the  SL  Lawrence  itself.     It  was  only  on  the 
;  former  pUce  ttut  the  relative  geological  heightK  of  the  rocks  could  be  observed  by 
I  meana  of  their  ontcrop. 

The  whole  of  the  portage  posses  over  stratified  rocks  dipping  rapidly  to  the  sontb- 
BsL  They  «-ere  found  to  be  alternate  gioiipa  of  coinman  Mid  talcose  slate  and  of  • 
'  «ock  msde  up  princiiMilly  of  angular  fragiitcttts  of  wl)iteqiuirtz(gniuwucke).  These 
.•rein  all  respect*  identical  Ml  th  rocks  vhich  have  been  ohMrrvrd  by  one  of  the  com* 
miBsioners  in  place  in  UerlulUTe  County,  Mass..  and  tn  Columbia  and  Rensselaer 
counties,  N.  Y.,  and  the  description  of  geoIogiRts  at  various  intervening  points,  as 
well  as  the  observations  of  Captain  Tslcott's  {taitieK,  would  tend  to  eatabUih  the  fact 
that  tlic  formations  are  continuous. 

From  these  data  il  wontd  nppcar  pAohibIc  that  the  rocks  are  a  |inilon]^tioQ  of  tbc 

western  slope  of  the  great  range  called  by  Mr.  Peathefstonhsugli.  in  his  report  as 

United  States  gcolog^,  the  AtUutic  ridge.    This  formation,  which  b  but  a  few 

miles  in  width  where  it  crassc«  the  Hudson,  appears  gradually  to  wiilen  as  it  pro* 

eeeds  to  the  north,  and  was  on  the  Bt.  I^awrence  found  to  prevail  both  at  the  river 

'  Da  Loup  sad  at  Grand  Jlctis,  dipping  in  the  two  places  in  opposite  directions  and 

\  cohered  in  the  intenrU  t>y  tite  tliick  diluvial  dcpuMlK  which  form  the  villey  of  the 

i  Ttvis  Pistoles.     To  render  the  analogy  more  comj>lete,  in  the  valley  o(  tlic  outlet  of 

tbc  Little  I<ake  (Temtsomats)  nan  fniiii'l  n  vrin  of  mctnllireroua  quartz  cluuxed  with 

pooxide  of  imn,  evidently  arising  from  the  decompoaition  of  pyrites,  being  in  fact 

the  sanie  aatlic  matrix  of  the  gold  which  has  been  traced  ia  the  talcosc  slate  fonna- 

UoQ  ftiini  Georgia  to  Verrnunt:  and  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Tenlscotiata  Lake, 

about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  Fort  Ingftll,  lie  great  nuisses  of  granular  cftrhoiiftte  of 

lime,  identically  resemblins  the  white  marbles  of  Pcnusylvaula,  Westchester  County. 

14.  v.,  and  Berkshire  County,  Mass. 

If  the  latter  be  in  place,  which,  altfaouKh  probable,  was  not  ascertained  beyond  all 
tjuestion.  tbc  primitive  carixmatc  of  linic  has  exactly  the  same  relation  to  Uie  sUty 
mcks  which  it  bean:  in  the  latter  locality. 

The  foniistiuns  which  have  b«cu  spoken  o£  appear  to  occupy  the  whole  extent  of 
th«  conntry  explored  by  the  parties  of  Professor  Kcnwick.  Everywhere  the  ftresms 
were  lonnd  cutting  through  rocks  of  slate.  On  the  susimits  of  many  of  the  hills 
were  fonnd  weathered  nvuacs  of  angular  quartz  rocks,  showing  that  while  the  state 
had  yielded  to  the  action  of  the  elements,  the  harder  and  lesa  friable  rock  had  kept 
iu  place.  Tbe  ridges  which  intervene  between  the  St.  I^awrence  at  the  river  Du 
Loup  and  Lake  Tcmlscouata  have  the  chantcter,  so  well  described  hy  Elie  dc  Bean- 
mont,  of  mountains  elevated  by  some  internal  fnree. 

To  the  eastward  of  Lake  Tcniiacoumu.  on  thr  other  hnnd,  the  contitry  has  the  aspect 
of  having  once  been  »  table-land,  elevated  on  the  average  about  1.700  feet  alxive  the 
level  of  the  tea,  and  of  having  been  wa&hed  by  some  mi|{hty  Qood,  whicb,  wearing 
away  the  Mfier  ruckis  hod  cui  il  into  vnlicy<t.  fonning  a  complex  system  incapable 
of  being  described  in  words  and  only  lo  be  undefsiood  by  inapectioa  of  a  map. 
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a. —  COMPAKISON    OK  TIIS   ElKVATIONS    OK   Tlllt  BOUNDARV    I.INS    CUklUKD 

TnH  I'NITKD  STATKS  WITH    TBOSE    OF    THH   '"  AXIS  OF    MAXIMUM    ELHVA- 

tiom"  of  Messrs.  Fkathkhstoniiaucii  aki>  Muncn. 

ror  the  purpotfe  of  exluliiting  llic  rclalivc  cUimi  of  the  two  lines  Xo  the  exclusive 
epithet  of  "  the  higbUndn  "  in  the  ino«t  clear  ami  il«fiiute  manner,  each  of  ibnn  will 
be  coosiderc^  as  dtx'ideiL  into  tlircc  purlioiia,  wbicli  nil!  be  contnutetl  with  each 
other  \>y  pain.  The  first  portion  of  each  uf  the  tines  is  that  which  lies  nearest  to 
the  point  of  bifurcation  ;  the  rciidue  of  the  American  line  is  dinded  at  the  tource 
of  the  Onelte ;  the  remaindLT  of  the  line  of  Measra.  Fcathenitonhau|[]i  and  Mudjte 
at  that  of  the  Aroostook.  Metjannettc  portage  is  taken  as  tb*  point  of  bifurcation, 
whence  watcra  run  to  tbc  Pcuobicot,  tbc  St.  John,  and  the  St.  Lawrcooe. 

On  the  American  tine  from  the  Mcijarvctie  pMia^e  to  Lake  Sicbenla—         Feet. 

The  maiinaiiio  lidstil  ia.,,. .,. .•■••-      tiTit 

Tbc  njiniiuuio  hciRlit  is ........i...... •..!■. >,•..... .......       1,11^ 

The  minimum  mcnaurcd  height  is  that  of  Iialce  Ijtcheinin,  which  in  lower  than 
the  actual  source  of  that  stream,  and  whose  omission  as  not  upon  the  dividing;  ridge 
would  make  the  minimum  greater.  Thi&  height  was  dctemiuied  b}'  the  partica  of 
A.  Talcott,  tu{.,  hy  two  distinct  and  aciamie  sets  of  ohservatioiu,  one  of  whi^ 
was  continued  hutirl)-  for  sevcml  days:  and  uo  doutrt  can  rxiM  Ihnt  it  ie  as  accnrata 
a  measure  as  the  baromclA-  is  capable  of  oRording.  In  the  report  of  Meura.  PcatUi- 
erstoiibaugh  aud  Mudge  thiii  height  i»  tet  down  sa  uo  more  than  957  feet,  but  it  is 
detenuined  from  a  single  ohser\-alion .  TliAt  it  is  erroneous  tntist  be  contidercd  as 
dcinon»tralcd.  In  the  nuip  prcwntcd  by  those  ^iitlcmeii  they  hare  mtide  nse  of 
this  erroneoas  detemiination  for  a  purpose  which,  even  were  it  correct,  would  tiot 
be  warranted,  for  tbcy  on  its  authority  leave  out  all  the  symbol*  by  which  heights 
arc  represenied,  and  aub)>titute  therefor  a  dotted  line  with  the  inacHiition  "  Fictitknu 
hills  of  Mr.  Bornham'sciap."  The  actual  character  of  this  part  of  th9  Americii 
line  in  an  undulating  country. 

On  the  Hue  or  Mcwr*.  PcaibentODliaucb  and  Muilge  between  ttic  HctjanaelU 

poruie  aud  tlicCucuioKanioc  UoiiBlalni—  PtcL 

Tbc  niBitliuxin  cUnilioii  U ■  yjfl^ 

The   oilDlmum   ctrvDtloB  <■ •..■.. •.■t<>....>. •■•-•■■.••-(• ■■•  f0l 

This  part  of  the  hue  of  Mhks.  FcathcTclonhaiigh  nnd  Mu^c  derives  its  apparcnT 
advantage  from  the  fact  tliat  it  utobsics  the  suiniuil  and  occupies  Uie  eaHteni'iilojK:  ol 
the  highlands  ctnitned  hy  the  United  SUites.      Sot  withstanding  this,  the  difference 
in  Uicir  clc^'ution  is  not  such  as  to  ^ve  it  auy  decided  nnperiority  Ui  tls  highlmnd 
cbamcter 

Ou  the  AmeiicBu  line  frcn  I,akc  Btchcaaln  (e  the  ilv«r  Ouellc—  FccL 

The  masimum  ticiflit  ii ..■..■.•• ..,  *J^ 

Tho  luinltaum  height  b ijot 

On  Uic  tine  oI  Mcurt.  Fcalhervtouhougli   and  Utt4|;e  (r«m  llM  CoeiungainOC 
HounialnKDiIhr  hmd  wntcraol  tbcAroMlook  — 

The  nBcimiim  hrli[hi  la. .■.,........•.■...„,.•........... ...•.,. l.lCS 

The  miDiiiittm  height  Ilk..  ........................1 Ob 

Ou  the  parts  of  the  line  Uiua  contrasted  the  maximum  height  of  that  claimed  hy 
Great  Britaia  ia  less  elevated  th&a  tbc  lowest  gap  of  that  cUimcd  by  the  Uuiteil 
States. 

On  the  third  porllau  of  the  Amcriean  Hoc : 
Fiom  ihc  lieu  J  <:f  (lie  Oiiillt  Ip  ihe  TemUeouota  portage—  Feet. 

Til*  iiiiiiirauin  hrishl  U , »,»ji 

Th»  minimum  height  la. |^ 

From  ihep-iiDl  where  tlie  tine  fifstuoMU  the  Twnlswwoia  pcetafe  loUcMnl 
FaradU— 

The  naxliniiin  htlglil  Is  ....^». 1,9% 

The  mlntmuni  hctshl  la fifl 
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OntbvCbtrtlpOTtloBQf  the  AnerteMnUse  fMntlaaed]; 

PiMO  Um  TvntiBCooua  poftagc  to  UM  bod  at  the  At«|aM|i»*li—  Feet. 

Tlw  Ruzimuta  hdsbl  U- , ,,.  i,  jti> 

Th*  miniiBiua  bri|;hl  i«-  , .,»i- *..<- •>•.<.«• •!  ■•,<«..  676 

Pram  AtMeUM)uash  to  Ui«  RlmoiMkl  Ltke — 

The  nudtnsni  bcl^hi  U t.b^ 

Tbr  mlnliBuin  b»l(ht  la ..!■  ■••.■.•(• 651 

Pniin  (be  Kimouskl  Lake  to  Ui«  Mrtfaweat  ftuslc— 

The  ciailmuin  beifht  la. ),l4t 

Tbc  nilDlmuiB  belflit  I* liOl^ 

Tlic  cnsicat  ctcvaiioa  o(  ibo  whola  of  th«  third  fvt  of  dw  Aaokan  Uac 

(litntofcU *%*fi 

Tbe  inlBlauiti  [>. 6)1 

Tbe  termiiutioD  of  tbc  exploring  mcridiui  line  falls  into  this  part  of  the  Amertcan 
line  Itabeiglitof  1.519  feet  was  detenuiiKtl  by  tw'o  icpamte  obMTvmiun*.  compiml 
trilh  othcni  Ukcn  on  L«kr  Johnson.  The  hcigitt  of  tbe  Utter  wss  calcuUtoH  at  i  ,007 
feet  fntm  a  aen»  of  obnervationii  continued  forveventeen  day*,  nod  is  believed  to  be 
u  aciciuBte  as  tlie  ntethod  of  tbe  barometer  is  susceptible  of. 

This  bdgbt  of  the  tcnninntion  of  tlia:  line  is  c»tini«tcd  by  Mcaara.  Fcatheraton- 
batqch  and  Mndjpc  at  no  more  tlian  3SH  feet,  and  that  of  the  Uke  at  no  mon;  than 
363.  In  this  estimate  tbry  reject  tbc  iodicMioni  of  their  own  hanMnetera,  because 
the  nsults  of  them  >rould  hurc  cuntradtcted  tltc  poevious  impressions  which  seem  lo 
bs««  giovenied  all  tlieir  operatioos,  viz,  thai  the  point  cUimed  bythe  Utitteil  States 
aa  the  nortliivot  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  ia  not  in  an  elevated  region  of  cotiotry,* 

On  the  third  jcut  of  the  British  line  fnxn  the  aouice«  of  the  Anxntook  to  tbc 
Gnsd  I'alU  of  the  St.  John  nn  height  ii;  reported  as  measured  by  the  Bhtuh  coni- 
miasionen  which  exceeds  1,030  feet,  while  the  grcatctt  height  ou  their  profile  b  1,150 
feeL  Tbc  minimum  licjghl  on  their  protilc,  cxclndtnfc  the  AroONlook  at  its  mouth 
and  its  intenection  with  the  meridian  line,  is  145  foet,  and  tha  mean  of  tlie  ttumhcrt 
entered  by  them  both  on  tlicir  map  and  profile  is  665  feet. 

It  will  therefore  appear  that  if  the  proHIe  of  Klessn.  Feathentonbangl)  and  Mndge 
be  cocrect  tbc  lonc»t  gap  on  the  third  part  of  tbc  Aincrtcan  Uoe  ia  about  as  high  aa 
the  mean  elevation  of  the  jiort  of  the  BritLUi  line  with  which  it  is  compared. 

The  line  claimed  by  the  United  States  therefore  possesses  throughout  in  a  pr«- 
eminent  degree  the  highland  character  according  to  the  sense  at  one  time  ooiitende<1 
for  iu  tbe  argninetlt  of  Great  Britain,  and  is.  to  use  tbe  term  of  the  British  cnnnnis- 
■ioacn,  "tlie  axis  of  msjcimmn  elcvatioo,"  the  mean  of  all  the  bciKhta  measured 
opon  it  being  1^9  feet,  while  that  of  tho«c  measured  on  the  line  of  Messrs.  Fcath* 
tntoBbangh  sad  Mndge  ia  no  more  than  1,085  feet 

It  b  regretted  that  tbe  computations  of  the  bannnctric  and  other  observations  for 
the  determination  of  tbe  heights  of  that  portion  of  the  country  between  the  valley 
of  the  St.  John  and  the  sources  of  the  Arooetook,  explored  by  the  diviitiaiL  of  Mujur 
Graham  I  oould  not  be  completed  in  time  to  be  made  use  nf  for  this  report  in  the 
description  of  that  portion  of  the  line  claimed  for  Great  BriUin  by  Messrs.  Feather- 
stonhaugb  and  Mudgc.  This  delay  haa  becu  t>olcly  cduscd  by  a  waut  of  reasonable 
time  to  complete  this  [wrtiou  of  the  work,  tlie  cummivdonrr  having  direction  of  tbe 
division  charged  with  it  hsring  only  retumed  from  the  field  in  the  month  of  January. 

Sufficteut  information  is  known,  howercr,  to  have  been  derived  from  those  sur- 
veys to  justify  tbe  assertion  that,  iiulead  of  the  strongly  marked  range  of  highlands 
represented  by  the  Britinh  commiAtioncrs  as  constituting  a  part  of  their  "axis  of 

*A  Q^nUntUH*  tJD?  of  leveling  wna  c^rrwd  ti^oDv  of  tli*  parliri  of  MaJ<7r  Cmhvm'ff  dlv^vJon, 
bf  mean*  of  toe  ipirit  Icwk  <h*ck{Bg  on*  «iiio(licr,  froni  11<]«  wntrr  bI  CnU!*,  In  Mnlnt.  (a  ihc 
BoaaawBl  at  the  wHirM  0/  tltc  tiL  CtoU.  and  them  ilonK  the  Irne  loertdUn  Hue  ta  ll>  Inter- 
SWllmi  witli  tlM  rlvor  SL  John.  The  aurfue  at  Xht  f^.  John  at  ihU  pnint  of  in(rr»ectl»n  wt*  thus 
femid  to  be  4I9)(  (r«l  atwve  the  level  of  mean  tide  at  Calata  The  tasln  at  the  fiver  fntmediately 
t\-vt<  tht  ('■rsiMl  I'alli  miiy  be  italid  ax  of  the  aame  clrvailon  la  tounil  aumben.  as  Iliete  Is  very 
lillte  (.-itimit  IB  the  ilvti  bclwcca  Uioh!  two  tKiinla. 
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SMxinmin  elevation,"  tfac  country  io  the  vicinity  of  the  Aroostook  tying  between  Hi 
nUTCCS  Bod  the  valley  of  the  St.  John  U  derold  of  tlie  character  Uicy  have  attribotcd 
to  It.  When  properly  reprcxentetl  upon  a  map  it  will  appeiir  lu  nti  extenilei!  nodn- 
iKting  Buifocc  of  moderate  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  Aroootook  River,  spatr&cly 
interspereed  with  occauonal  detached  elevations  rising  to  beiRbt*  of  600  tu  gm  and 
1,400  feet  abo\-e  tlie  level  of  the  sen,  but  forming  no  continuoiis  or  co»n«eied  chain 
wlifltcvcr  in  the  direction  rciireseuted  by  the  Briti&b  comratssi oners,  or  that  coutd  be 
CcinKtraed  into  the  character  of  htghlnniU  Kucb  ns  are  described  in  tbe  treaty  of  1783.* 
lu  sdditiuu  to  llie  nm-cys  upon  the  boundary  line  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
an  pzploring  line  \ns  nin  trader  the  direction  of  Profeasor  Renwick,  aa  ii  niore  par* 
ticularly  described  in  AppewUx  No.  1.  Thia  line  extended  to  an  eminence  on  the 
eastern  &idc  of  LeiIcc  Matapcdiac,  elevated  1,743  ^^^^  above  the  level  of  the  Eca.  Tbe 
viewa  ol)taine<l  from  thi>  eminence  uLibliilicd  the  fact  that  a  chain  uf  bly;falaiid> 
extended  thetice  to  the  north  ehoiv  of  the  Bay  dea  Chnleiits.  They  are  believed  tA 
terminate  in  an  eminence,  which  from  its  imponng  ^jpcaiance  hiu  liecn  railed  by 
the  Scotch  aettlers  at  Jta  foot  Ben  Lomond.  This  was  measond  during  the  opera- 
tioua  of  the  aumuicr  of  1S40,  and  fouud  to  rise  from  the  tide  of  the  bay  to  the  height 
of  I.CX24  feet  Tlii»ex;>l(iriitK  line,  couplcit  wiUi  tlie  uinre  iiccurate  surreys,  appeaia 
to  estnhlinh  the  fact  of  the  c)ti<itence  of  a  continuous  chain  (vf  emineneea  entitled  to 

•  MofK. — Kincv  IW  sliove  i>3>  vrlllcn  Mnjor  nisbnni*!  map  aod  (he  c<»aput«IlM>*  ttX  tk«  tiaro- 
VMtfIc  heijIltsohoTe  alluilril  to  linv»  bwn  enmtilHrd. 

Thii  tnnp  tshfblti  in  iheir  proper  ponlloiu  ihr  numcnitu  altitiulM  wMeh  were  ftUiailiii il 
thraughout  lliemuiUi)'  waitred  br  the  Aroociaok  lad  Its  principal  lrtlMUric>.«xtendlaEUlefallf 
Io  Win  lirlElitK  whii'li  iKiiiitil  ilie  tnMin  of  tlmt  riter  on  either  Mde:  along  me  due  «r<M  tine  uaeed 
in  the  year  i;4jj  by  Captain  Vutcof  ihe  toyal  rni.'InceTs.  tmwrca  Mats  Kilt  anil  ft  inlnl  acarlbe 
rorkiol  tlic  r.renlMnchlDs  River;  alone  and  In  tticvldoUy  of  tlie  toad  recently  opened  by  (be  State 
I  of  Maine  from  Lewi*'*  la  poliit.  In  latlttule  46°  1/  ta/',  bclx'ceii  the  bead  tirancbcaof  tbe  Ueiliis- 
olkcac  and  ilit  MaMi'Iis  or  St.  Croix  <i  tlie  Aioorfook)  to  tbe  moutli  of  Fbh  Rivet,  In  Ulitnde 
«7"<S'  '5".  W[«BadUt«iicr.  iiclinlly  iiieo»uitJ,<JT'>  iulle«;  Bndalont(()ie  ■ewmiUlary  r«td,  cinbm- 
riDK4n}j  mile*  of  (he  tl'iBtaiicc  fraia  Port  FatrBelil  (alloultoa  oil  J  locludlng  tlw  adjaciBt  betgWa 
en  eilhrr  «ide. 

The  Qumtier  of  elcvnUoiui  vlthln  the  territory  watered  by  the  Arooatook  and  elalmed  bjrCreat 
Brllalnttiai  luve  thus  been  cfttvlully  tacttiurcd  atnount*  (ouinrHrd at  loa. 

Thli  aurrr^  thon*  tliat  nltluw'gh  the  piomlnc^i  eminences  which  oxur  alone  ll><K  pottlon  of 
Ibe  "axil  of  till)  xi  mil  IB  eleiMiujii"  oF  Me«*rTi.  Mu<]|;r  and  fruOicrMonhaiich  which  Ilea  hclweea 
Uie  mouth  and  Uic  source  o(  the  Amoatoolc  conewpond  mrr  nearly  In  heisht  and  poriiiou  liy  our 
tncoHiicnieol*  with  thiMc  reported  liy  ihctavelvo;  yet  tboe  cmJDcacr*  arc  »epar*tcd  one  fnm 
luiatliet  by  apace*  of  com  pwativcljr  knr  and  veir  vfien  ifranipy  (xiuutiy.  •«  catended  a*  m  prv- 
elude  the  lileA  of  n  contlntiuua  tu»f{c  af  hl^htutidii  Id  (be  ttiTccttoii  repreveiiled  upon  the  caapoT 
Ihoae  (iHiuniaunnrra. 

If  a  nn^  «t  chain  of  highlandi  la  Io  be  made  lo  appear  by  dfaieln<c  a  clronnly  marked  Itnt 
eeerwjdely  eat«idcil«itlev>or(llittiet«oreomp<iratlTelyloivrountrT)D  di  to  tmcb  and  ooanca 
Itae  moM  promlnrnt  eminence*  which  majr  fall  within  ihp  aaaiimed  direciion,  titen  «ch  a  nac* 
or  diain  of  hlRhlanda  may  here  he  nMde  aa  plaiukMy  in  aaj-otber  dlmtloanaliittiatdioMBbf 
UcisnL.lIiidg:eand  FeatbcrxonhnriKh.  fortlicdetacheilclcTalcdpcakiiareiiudMrlliulcdBBnnitcf 
■iich  aprluetple  \o  fniorany  one  diiecilon  aa  much  a)  another,  and  mlitht  thai  be  luadc  to  Mtfaaerrc 
in  an  eqiwt  degree  whalerer  eviifli^llui;  Ibeorles  Ihe  ol'Jed  In  view  might  caiue  (o  he  oriffluated. 

tVa  may  alao  refet.  In  fuel  her  tlliittrjlon  of  the  chnmclcr  of  (hecountiy  Ihtoua'*  whleb  ■  \rM- 
llrxi  of  (hia  pretended  ".ir{«  (A  mazimnm  ileealiaa  "  ih  niJide  to  pA«K  10  a  pHncrniTiii  ^n*  taken 
In  Octobee.  ibi,  by  one  of  Mn^orOtabaffi'taMlntaat*  (rem  Ibe  diinniit  of  Vtite  FII1I.  where  emswd 
by  tbe  trtw  meridian  of  (he  monument,  nllhe  aonnv  of  ttieM.  Crais  Thli  poaltlan  U  i.toofetf 
atai«ethelcvclorihe*eaand47S  mtica  north  of  the  monument,  it  coaimandianioalMltolacMiy 
view  of  Itie  whole  country  cnitiracrd  williiii  a  radtii«  of  m  to  &i  mllev  liiclniling.  aa  the  UndK*pe 
■bow^  Pnrka  Kilt  to  the  south;  Kuinhdin,  thcTmvcllei.acid  Mara  Hill  tolbeoouthveai;  Quaqaa>x 
the  llat«ctNK:k,Uie  HiyxtAck,  and  one  oriwo  peaka  beyond  the  ArooMOok  lo  the  went;  llic  taeicMa 
«|K»i  the  Piah  River  and  Ibe  M>u  them  >iiar{;ii>  of  tbeEtale  I.atiek  lollie  ciorlh west,  and  tltaaeMMk 
of  UieBl.  John  (excepi  n  atnall  nugle  ohttmctedby  the  AruMtook  Hill)  tocheDortk. 

Tbe  eharnclFe  uf  (lif  srcst  ttuiu  of  (he  Arooatook.  dotted  will)  the  dslached  peaka  lehieh  riae 
abfMplly  from  it  at  IntervalNof  nuD]r  mflex  apart,  U  here  rxhlbiied  IhrDiigh  at  leaM  two-third*  oi) 
Ha  rxtent  In  >«  ntiifaetorra  manner  ti  la  Itaell  to  piveludr  the  idea  of  an  " axfa  of  nMKlmaa 
elevation  "  oompoanl  ol  anyUung  Uke  a  connected  or  ooDllououti  chain  m  ihia  tECloti  el  aoaaUy, 
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ibe  «plthct  of  hl^iUnds  from  Cbe  north  sliore  of  the  Bay  dca  Clulenn  at  iii  westcni 
extremity  to  tlte  •onnoi  of  tlitf  Ciii)ii«i.liciit  Rivrr.  1t«turiiiTi£  fnnn  the  latter  point, 
they  exhibit  the  ««p«ct  of  well-tnarked  ran((C9  of  mmititaiiis  ha  far  u  the  aonrceit  oF 
the  Mctjnrmcttc.  Thence  to  the  aoarccs  of  tlic  Elcfacmin  extends  nn  umtuUting 
ODtuiU>-  tvhoM  niMH  height  is  i.jao  or  1.500  f4«t  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Tlie 
bonndarF-  Hoc  is  tlicncc  prolonged  to  tbc  TcmiKOuatn  portage  orcf  well-defined 
ridge*  to  the  easleni  <iiile  of  Lake  Tcitiiacotuta.  At  tlic  sources  of  two  of  the  streams 
wliich  mn  into  this  lake  the  minimum  beif^ts  of  6ji  feet  nnd  ^76  feet  hnve  been 
olMCTved. 

With  these  exception*.  6m  sources  of  the  Mrcanift  which  rise  to  the  north  of  the 
Temisconata  portage  and  betiir«en  the  lake  of  that  iiaiti«  and  Lake  Matapedisc  aver- 
age more  than  ffx>  feet  aImvc  the  level  of  tlie  sen.  For  the  pHTposc  of  dcncribing 
this  portion  of  tlie  line  cluinied  by  the  L'liileil  State«,  we  may  lake  this  beiKht  of 
900  feet  a«  the  elevation  nf  a  horixontnl  plntie  or  baie.  On  thi*  arc  raiised  knolls, 
emiaenres,  and  short  ri'Igea  wboue  hei)[ht3  nhove  thLi  miumeil  haw  %'ary  from  ysa 
to  ],30O  feet  The  more  elevated  of  these  are  nniversally  designated  b}-  the  hunters 
srho  ocoasioaally  vUit  the  countiy  nnd  the  lumberers  who  katcU  it  for  timber  as 
mountains  clothed  to  the  summit  with  wood,  which,  in  consequence  of  (he  rigor  of 
th*  climate,  attains  bnt  a  feeble  growth.  They  hare  an  aspect  of  much  greater  alti- 
tttde  than  tlicy  in  reality  poaneas,  bnt  their  character  as  highlands  is  inclisputahle. 
This  term,  which  the  lirst  Engli&h  visitors  ascribed  without  hesitation  to  the  liilis 
of  New  Jeney,*  whole  olliCade  is  about  300  feet  nbo^-e  the  level  of  the  sea,  is  much 
better  merited  by  a  groap  of  euilDences  Hsinff  from  300  to  1.300  feet  above  a  liase 
Itself  900  feet  in  height,  and  which  exceed  in  elevation  the  wcll-knuwn  higliLinils 
of  the  Hudson  Ri^-cr. 

Not  to  rest  merely  on  instances  drawn  from  the  language  of  those  of  Unglish  birth 
wrho  first  settled  or  traded  r>n  the  const  of  the  present  Itniled  States,  there  are  tn  the 
immediate  vidoity  of  the  rcKioii  In  i)uc»tioQ  a  range  of  eniiitcuccs  tlie  highest  of 
which  M  no  more  than  i  .3c6  feet  ahoi.'e  tbc  level  of  the  sea.  These,  on  the  authority 
of  a  distinguished  officer  of  Her  Uritannic  Majerty's  navy.t  are  named  the  "high- 
landa  of  Bic."  and  ba^T  long  been  thus  known  by  all  the  navigators  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence who  use  the  English  tongue. 

To  sum  tip  the  reaulls  of  the  field  operations  of  the  cotnmiasionera: 

<  I )  The  meridian  has  been  traced  by  tiKiroiLomic  olMcrvations  from  the  tnonntnent. 
ecubtished  by  the  consent  of  both  nations  in  17^?,  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
to  a  point  4  miles  beyond  the  left  bank  of  the  St  John  in  the  ueigbhorbood  of  the 
Craud  Falls.  In  the  course  of  this  not  only  lias  no  highland  dividing  waters  which 
run  into  tlic  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  run  into  the  Atlantic  been  reached,  but 
DO  cauimon  source  or  reservoir  of  two  strcnms  running  in  opposite  dtrections.  t  No 
place  has,  therefore,  been  found  which  byanyconatrociion  proposed  or  attempted  to 
be  put  on  the  n-ords  of  tlic  tn^Aty  of  1783  can  be  considered  as  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Thti  point  must.  In  cuusciiuence,  lie  Iti  tlie  further  prolongation  ot 
the  meridian  line  to  the  north. 

(j)  The  slreanw  whose  title  to  the  nnmc  of  the  northwestcrnmort  head  of  the  Con- 
necticnt  River  is  in  dispute  bare  been  explored,  and  the  line  of  the  highlunds  has 
ben  traced  from  their  fources  to  the  point  at  which  the  lines  respectively  claimed 
Yrj  the  two  nations  diverge  from  each  other. 

(3)  The  line  ehiimed  by  Messrs.  Fctitherstonhattgh  and  Mndge,  on  tlu  port  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  in  u  great  meaaurc  explored. 

■TiK  hlcklandsor  KcTctstnk. 
f  Csptain  Byflcld. 

JTlKlrvellassearTtedaleoftO'*  iBerldLan  line  b]PBMaj«r  JiplHt  Iev#1a  *11a<ln9  tela  lb*  aou 
1  tcaiomat  pace  m,  poscnl  Man  Hill  ii  1  depresaien  of  11  leci  An*<7ii<  thr  levrl  a!  ihc  baie  of  ttac 
'•ahainunentwkickBUaila  texcc^si  Kosoai  al  citrcBicdnjuiEbljiDUie  water  alttiesoitcccof  tlie  St. 
Croix. 
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(4)  The  line  of  bighlanda  cl^Jmgil  by  the  tTaltecl  States  hw,  with  some  small 
exceptions,  brcn  thoiouglily  examined,  and  iU  intdongation  a»  (or  tj,  Uie  nortb  aliore 
of  tbe  B«y  of  Chalcnra  reconiwitercd.  The  ptirta  of  tb«  line  which  have  uot  been 
■ctn&Uy  reached  have  been  seen  from  a  distAnce,  and  streams  floiriiig  fnxa  tlicni 
cnxued  and  Ie\-eled.  Front  Uie  former  inJioition  it  \*  pmlttblc  that  Die  average 
hci|i:)it  tif  thuae  parta  txcecdb  that  of  tlie  ncij;libuniig  jiails  of  the  liac.  Proiu  the 
heiRhts  of  the  streams  it  ia  certain  that  the  lowrat  gap*  in  tbc  unexplored  portiun  of 
the  line  e^n  uot  be  lesa  elevated  than  1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  aea. 

Tlmt  part  of  this  line  of  highlands  whjcli  lies  cast  of  the  sourcea  of  the  RimoQald 
fnlfitlaUi  the  letter  the  u'otdsof  the  royal  {jroclamatiuii  of  1763  and  the cotitempofa- 
neoiie  comuiiwiion  of  Governor  Wilmot.  Tlic  iitrX  t>i  those  iivHrutncnta  defDiea  the 
tnuuth  of  the  river  Al.  Lawrence  l>y  a  line  drawn  frum  Cape  RoMcr  to  tlie  St,  Jobn 
River  (on  the  I.tibfndor  coast),  and  therefore  alt  to  th«  eaMward  of  that  litis  is  "tll« 
sea."  The  height  of  land  thus  traced  by  the  commission,  rising  from  the  nortb 
shore  of  the  Hay  dca  Ch&leun  at  its  weilem  extremity,  divides  waters  whtcti  EsU 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  thoite  which  fall  into  the  sea,  and  is  the  seotheni 
boundaiy  of  the  Province  e»tabll->hcd  by  the  jirucluinutioit  of  1763  under  the  name 
of  Quebec.  The  identity  of  the  line  defined  in  the  pToctaniation  of  1763  and  the 
boundaiy  of  the  United  States  in  the  treaty  of  17S3  luw  been  uiikionnly  maintained 
on  the  pait  of  the  Utiiled  Slates,  and  is  uot  nieiely  admitted  bat  strenuoosly  aigoed 
for  in  the  repurt  of  MesKnt.  Fratberstonhsugh  and  Mudge. 

The  undendj^ned  tLercfore  report  ttisl  they  have  explored  and  in  11  great  measure 
»nr\'eyed  and  leveled  a  line  of  bigblauds  in  which  the  northwest  angle  of  So™ 
Scotia  lies,  and  whieh  in  their  opinion  is  the  true  boundary  between  the  States  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  and  the  BHtL^  I^rovinoes. 
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II.— EXAMISATIOH  OF  THK  ARGtJMKJCT  CONTAISKD  IS  TUB  IlKPO«T  OF  USSSSS. 
MUIHZB  AND  I'EATaERSTONMAtfCn. 

Tbe  progress  which  bas  been  made  in  the  first  portion  of  the  duties  of  tbc  com- 
miasionera  has  been  act  forth  in  tlie  preceding  part  of  thin  report. 

Althongh.aswillbe  there  seen,  the  tsslc  of  running  the  meridian  line  of  the  monn- 
ment  tuarldiiK  the  source  of  the  St,  Croix  and  of  exploring  aind  surveying  the  lines  of 
highlands  respectively  claimed  by  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  haa  not  been  completed,  yet  enough  has  been  done  to  furnish  materiala  for 
an  examination  of  tic  argument  preferred  by  Mc»irs.  Mudgc  ant]  FeathenAonlianjiti 
In  sup]H>rt  of  the  novel  form  iu  which  the  clniui  of  Great  Britain  has  been  presented 
by  tliciu. 

In  the  aun,-c>-s  mode  by  direction  of  the  commissioners  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treatyofChent  the  difficult  character  of  the  country  had  prevented  any  ether  method 
of  exploration  than  that  of  ascending  rivers  to  their  sources.  It  was  bclicrcd  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  that  the  determiuation  of  the  praition  of  these  Boorces  was 
soflicient  for  th«  demarcation  of  the  line  of  highlands  in  relation  to  which  the  con* 
troversy  exists,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  meet  the  British  argument  by  the  cxhl- 
bltion  of  the  fact  that  the  Unea  joining  tbc«e  sources  run  in  some  ctixa  along  ndgce 
•nd  in  other  coses  pass  over  elevstkona  to  which  in  any  scuae  of  the  term  the  epithet 
of  "hlghhind*"  maybe  JHstly  applied.  The  denial  of  this  mode  of  determining  the 
line  of  highlands  by  Great  Britain  has  made  it  tmporLinl  that  both  the  lines  claimed 
by  Great  Britain  and  by  the  United  States  should  be  exfilored  and  leveled — a  task 
which  until  recently  hibil  not  I>ecn  attempted  on  cither  part.  The  exarainatioii  of 
the  lines  claimed  by  the  two  lutious,  respectively,  htu  been  in  a  great  measure  ocoom- 
pliahcd,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  field  operations  of  the  commiaakni, 
while  such  of  these  determlnstlons  as  have  a  direct  bearing  on  tbe  argument  will  be 
cited  in  tUcir  proper  place  in  this  report 
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It  U  to  be  r«gT«tte<l  that  tbc  docomciit  now  aodcr  coiuideratioQ  exhibits  msii; 
1  of  OB  unfriendly  spirit.    Ctuigcs  of  direct  and  implied  fraud  are  made,  and 
turned  tbrougliout  Hint  it  irritAtiTig  Bnd  inj;uUii]^.    It  iit  fondly  hopeil  that 
•■  pUMgcs  do  not  exprcM  tbc  wutinienta  of  the  Britiali  tiatiun,  as  in  a  state  of 
rach  aa  thin  report  indicates  linlc  hope  cnnM  be  entertained  of  an  amicable 
;  of  Ihia  qt»e«tion.    Any  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  language  of  the 
:  ooder  consideration  is  contradicted  by  tbc  official  dcclaratioDa  of  the  British 
nent,  and  may  tberefore  be  coosUlered  aa  the  iralividuBl  act  of  the  autlior^ 
sot  as  the  deliberate  voice  of  the  nstioM  by  which  they  were  employed. 

It  miKbt  hare  been  easy  to  ha\-e  retorted  similar  charges,  and  tlins  have  excited 
in  the  GovemnieBt  of  Great  Britain  feelings  of  irritation  similar  to  thoae  which  per- 
vaded the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  on  the  reception  of  that  report. 
'Wiile,  however,  it  b  due  tu  the  honor  of  the  TTntted  Statex  to  declare  that  no  deaire 
of  nndne  aggrandizement  hat  boen  felt,  no  claim  advanced  beyond  what  a  strict 
konnstruction  of  llieir  rights  wi!I  warrant,  it  Ja  trwiteil  tbnt  the  pretcnaions  of  Great 
■Aritain,  however  iinfouridt^  in  fact  or  principle,  have  been  advanced  with  a  like 
Idavegard  to  mere  cxtcoxton  of  territory,  and  urgcrl  trith  tbc  same  good  faith  which 
has  uniformly  characteriied  tbc  proceediuga  of  tbc  United  States. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  have  been  nrged  with  the 

almost  pertinacity  and  supported  by  every  poaaablc  form  of  argument.    The  territory 

lio  question  is  of  great  value  to  her,  by  covering  the  only  mode  of  communication 

which  can  ^-xist  for  nearly  aix  month*  in  the  year,  not  only  between  two  valuable 

coloucs,  hut  bctwceti  the  moat  important  of  all  her  poeaoeions  and  tbc  mother 

Duntr^-.     The  time  is  not  long  past  when  Uie  ujte  of  thin  very  communication  was 

'sot  an  uuimpoftast  part  of  tbo  m«atia  by  which  that  colony  was  natrained  from  an 

attempt  to  assert  its  independence.     It  b  not,  tbrrcforc.  inirpdsiag  that  the  feelings 

of  British  statesmen  and  of  those  who  desired  to  win  their  favor  have  been  roan 

.  in  the  several  arguments  which  Ivive  appeared  on  tliat  aiilc  of  the  riuestion 

I  a  aobcr  i-iew  of  the  true  priociplea,  on  which  alone  a  correct  opinion  of  the  case 

1  be  founded. 

To  the  United  Ststca  in  their  collectiTc  capacity  tbc  territory  in  dispute  is,  on  tbc 

other  band,  of  comparatively  little  moment.     No  other  desire  is  felt  throughout 

greater  part  of  the  Union  than  that  the  qucation  eliould  be  settled  upon  juat 

l-principlca.     No  regret  ctjuld,  theref'.  :,  be  widely  felt  if  it  should  be  tuHisfactorily 

shown  thit  the  title  of  Great  Britain  to  this  rt^gion  is  inditputable.     But  should  it 

be  shown,  BS  ia  beyond  nil  qnestion  the  fact,  that  the  title  is  in  truth  in  the  United 

national  boitor  forbids  that  this  title  should  be  abandoned.    To  the  States  of 

'llaitte  and  Mjusachnsetta,  who  are  the  joint  proprietors  of  the  unseated  lands,  th« 

tciTitar>'  is  of  a  certain  importance  from  the  value  of  the  bind  ami  timtier,  anil  to 

the  latter,  within  whose  jurisdiction  it  falls,  as  a  future  means  of  tncreiising  her 

relative  importance  in  the  Union,  and  a  just  and  proper  feeling  on  the  pnrt  of  their 

States  must  preveui  their  yielding  lu  any  uufounded  claim  or  the  surrender  of 

j  any  territory  to  which  a  title  can  be  eatahlisbcd  without  an  equivalfnt  tstisfactoiy  to 

Ittnse  StatcsL 

To  show  the  basis  on  which  the  title  rests — 
It  is  nuintaiited  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that  the  territory  tliey  held  on 
the  cootineat  of  North  America  prior  to  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  the  I'loridos 
was  possessed  by  a  title  derii-ed  from  tlieir  own  Declaration  of  Independence  on 
the  4th of  Jnly,  I77^<  ^<  assertion  of  that  independence  in  a  successful  war,  and  its 
scknowlcdgnicnt  by  Great  Britain  as  a  preliminary  to  any  negotiation  for  a  treaty 
L«f  peace.  It  is  admitted  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  a  territory  designated  by 
Jn  limits  was  granUd  to  the  Uuiicd  States  in  ihc  treaty  of  1783.  Aa  a  matter 
of  national  pride,  the  <iriestion  wlieltier  ihe  icrritury  of  the  original  United  States 
wa*  bcld  by  Ihe  right  of  war  or  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  Ihe  British  Crown  is  not 
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onimporUnt;  as  a  basis  or  Utl«  U  luut  not  the  least  bearing  on  the  ci]b)ecL  Prani 
th«  dikt«  of  the  treaty  of  17S3  all  prctcnnotis  vf  the  British  Crown  to  juHsdictioo  ov 
property  witliin  the  limits  prc.tcribcd  by  the  provisions  of  that  instrument  ccaacd, 
uid  whirn  n  nnr  arcuc  in  i8ia  between  the  two  nations  it  tras  termiiMted  by  Ihe 
treftty  oi  Ghent,  in  which  the  origiual  booadaiica  were  con&micd  ftud  acknowledged 
on  botli  sides. 

The  treaty  of  1783,  therefore,  is,  in  referetice  to  thi«  territory,  the  only  instmment 
of  liindtni;  force  upon  the  two  pnrtica;  nor  cnn  any  other  docunicnt  be  with  pro- 
priety brought  forward  in  the  discussion  except  (or  the  porpoae  of  explaining  and 
rendering  definite  sucb  of  the  prorisions  of  Ihot  treaty  as  uc  ob<curc  or  apparently 
tincertain. 

The  de-tire  of  full  and  ample  illustration,  which  'hut  actuated  both  parties,  has  led 
to  the  ae&rch  amoni;  De^flected  archiTce  for  dociinientti  almost  innumerable ,  and 
tbcir  force  and  bearing  upon  the  rguestton  have  been  eibibited  iu  argumenta  of  great 
ability.  Such  h^a  been  the  talent  shown  in  this  IasIc  of  illustration  and  so  eopions 
l)a\e  been  tltc  inAiciials  cmploj'ed  for  the  purpoee  ttukt  the  crest  and  only  impor- 
tant ijucslion,  although  never  lost  nght  of  by  the  writers  themselves,  lins  to  the  eye 
of  the  casual  observer  been  couiplelvly  hidden.  In  the  report  under  consider^tioa 
Uii«<di>tinction  between  treaties  of  binding  force  and  documents  intended  for  mere 
illnstration  baa  not  been  regarded,  and  the  vague  as  well  as  obviously  inaccttrate 
dclincatiotia  of  a  Prench  or  a  Venctiaa  niap  maker  ore  gravely  held  forth  as  of  equal 
value  (or  a  t-isia  of  argument  as  tlie  solemn  and  ratified  acts  of  the  two  nations. 

In  piirjnwncc  of  thb  desire  of  illustration,  every  lenowa  document  which  could  in 
any  form  support  either  claim  has  been  advanced  and  set  forth  in  the  statcinenLt  laid 
Iiefbre  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Ilie  NeUicrlaiids  when  acting  as  umpire  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  If  not  yet  given  entire  to  the  public,*  Utcy  are 
in  the  posacmiun  of  iKiIh  GovenimenW  in  a  printed  form,  together  with  the  opinion  of 
the  arbiter  in  respect  to  them;  and  although  it  is  necessary-  that  the  aij[mnents  then 
adduced  in  favor  of  the  American  claim  should  be  in  part  repeated,  and  although 
new  illuslratioits  of  Uie  comectnexs  of  that  argument  liave  since  been  brought  to 
light,  the  pre«etit  document  will  be  confined  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  provisions 
of  tile  treaty  it-vlf.  and  will  adduce  no  mote  of  illuntration  than  ia  barely  miflicicnt 
to  render  the  terms  of  that  treaty  certain  and  definite. 

The  boundaries  of  the  United  States  arc  docribcd  in  the  treaty  of  1783  in  the 
following  words:  T 

"And  ibMX  all  Jisfiulfs  mkich  might  arisf  in /hlurf  on  Ike  subject  0/ ih«  boumiarifi 
e/i^  said  United  Statex  ttiay  tx  firevenUd  it  Is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the 
following  are  and  shall  be  their  boundaries,  vii:  From  tkt  northteeit  angU  of  Nova 
Skotia,  vii.,  thai  angtr  whieM  ii  forymd  by  a  line  drcitm  due  n&rih  from  ihesoirteoj 
St.  Croix  ffii'er  to  the  higMands:  along  the  said  kigltlands  which  divide  Ihotr  riven 
that  fmpty  them^rlves  into  ihe  river  St.  Lawrence  frvtn  Ihosf  whieJi /att  into  tlu 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  HOrlAittstenttrost  hcod  of  Connecticut  River;  /feww  down 
■long  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  from  thence 
by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river  Irequoix,  or  Catarnqny; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  I^kc  Ontario;  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by  w:itcr  between  that  lake  and  I.ake  Hrie; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  said  communication  into  Lake  F.rie  through  the  middle 
of  said  lake  until  tt  arrives  at  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Huron;  thence  nlong  Ihe  middle  of  said  water  communication  into  the  Lake  Huron; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water  commuuication  between  that 

■A  coiulderadle  port  or  Ibe  lajier*.  toselhrr  wi1l<  lite  urnunienl.  tiosbeea  xnlt<l'*>>e<l  by  Mr.  Gb1> 
tilia  In  tali  tUftil  of  Ltie  United  BUtea  lo  Ibe  t^oftbeastera  UouaiUry.    Vcv  York.  iSsoi    ■  wo 

t  The  wotiH  licre  atn<earine  in  iistics  are  (lot  ilalidied  iu  the  oeisSual  l)«alT- 
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Uke  and  Lake  Snperior;  tli«i«  tbrougb  Lake  Superior  northward  of  the  Isles  Royal 
and  Phidipeaux  to  the  Long  Laic;  tbmcc  through  the  middle  of  »kl  Loug  Uolic  and 
tbif  water  comaiunk^tiun  iMrtwecii  it  ami  the  Lake  of  tlic  Woods  to  the  aaUl  L^lce  of 
tbe  Woods;  thciK*  through  the  said  lake  to  the  most  northwcstem  point  thereof, 
and  &Pin  tbcoce  on  a  doc  wc^  course  to  the  river  M  ia&iiiaippi ;  tUvticc  by  a  line  to  be 
dtnniBloDg  thenuddleoftbesaid  riv«r  Mississippi  until  it  shall  tntrnect  tlie  north - 
cniBOft  part  cf  the  thirty-Gnrt  d^ccc  of  north  latitude;  Miuth  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
dne  caat  from  the  dctermiiiatioti  ot  the  line  last  neotioucd  in  the  Utitudc  of  31° 
tMWth  of  the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalncbicola,  or  Catafaouche;  thence 
along  the  middle  thereof  to  iu  jnnctioii  witli  the  Flint  Ki\-cr;  thence  atraiglit  to  tbfe 
bead  of  St.  Mark's  River,  and  theoce  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Msrys  River  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean;  taAbya  tine  to  bt  drawn  alatig  ih^  iHtddU  ef  the  river  St.  Croix 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Say  of  Fttndy  tc  its  source  and  from  iu  source  directly  worth 
to  the  aforesaid  highlands  which  ilividt?  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlnntic  Ooenn 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  St.  LAwrcncc;  comprehend it^  nil  tslauds  witliin 
X)  leagnea  of  any  part  of  the  ^ores  of  the  United  States  and  lying  between  lines 
to  be  drawo  doc  coat  from  the  point*  irhc^e  the  aforcivid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Tlorida  aa  the  uthcr  ahull  respectively  touch  the  Hay 
of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are  or  heretofore 
liavebccD  within  the  limiU  of  the  said  Province  of  Nova  Scotia." 

So  far  as  the  present  question  is  cooccnied,  five  points  of  discuaoion  are  presented 

'  thia  article  of  the  treaty  of  17S3: 

L  What  strcoia  is  to  be  uudezstood  by  the  name  of  the  river  St.  Croix? 

II.  The  determination  of  the  line  due  north  from  tbe  soiuce  of  that  riv«r. 

HI.  What  U  the  position  of  the  northwert  nnglc  of  Nova  Scotia? 

IV.  Tbc  delineation  of  tbe  line  passing  through  the  bighlanda  from  that  angle  to 
the  northwest  head  of  Connecticut  River. 

V.  What  is  to  be  onaaidcied  oa  the  northwotcm  head  of  Connecticut  River? 

L— KJVER  n.  CllOIX. 

DoQbta  in  rcapcct  to  the  particular  river  intended  to  be  understood  by  the  name  of 
^Ifae  St.  Croix  having  arisen,  an  article  was  inserted  tn  tlie  treaty  of  commerce  signed 
I  London  in  November,  1794,  by  Lord  CrcnvitleonthepnrtAf  GrcAt  Entain  and  by 
|obn  Jay  on  the  part  of  tlic  trniteil  State?i.*  Tlii.t  article,  tlie  fifth  of  that  trraty,  pro- 
far  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commission  with  full  powers  to  decide  that  que* 
This  cnnunjsaion  vroa  constituted  in  conformity,  and  the  nword  was  accepted 
-  both  GoverniDents.t  The  river  deslxnaied  in  thia  award  became  ihcnccfonh  the 
trae  SL  Croix,  howrver  erroneons  tr»y  have  been  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
^dccidod  ao  to  be.  When,  therefore,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  it  b 
I  that  tbe  due  north  line  (roui  tlie  source  of  Uie  SI.  Croix  has  not  been  tur- 
eyed,  and  when  in  thit  and  the  other  articles  of  tbc  Mime  treaty  all  otber  uncertain 
I  of  the  boundary  arc  recited,  tlie  validity  of  the  decision  of  tbe  commisAionera 
ler  the  fiftli  article  of  Juy's  treiity  is  virtually  ncknowled{[Cd.  Nay,  more:  the 
dwledgment  is  completed  by  the  stipulation  in  the  Kcond  article  of  tbe  treaty 
Ghent  that  "all  bcrritoT)-,  places,  and  possessions  titlccn  by  cither  party  daring 
war,"  with  certain  exceptions,  shall  be  forthwith  restored  to  their  previous 
»*.;  Tlic  only  exceptiona  arc  the  ialands  in  Paaaasiaquoddy  Bay;  and  bad 
been  believed  that  any  uncertainty  in  respect  to  the  adjacent  territory  existed 
it  would  not  have  bfren  neglected.  Nay,  more;  all  the  settlements  lying  within  tbe 
line  cloimea  by  Great  Ilritain  before  the  cammissinn  created  by  the  treaty  of  1794 
had  been  taken,  and  were  in  her  actual  possession  at  the  time  the  treaty  of  Cheat 
look  effect,  and  were  forlhwilli  rcMored  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
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Wbea,  also,  UlNxnmc  occrMory  to  proceed  to  the  Ic/estigstioo  of  tbeseoood  poont 
o(  tbe  discussion,  the  uj^eitLs  and  nirve^rs  of  tiMb  partie*  ^xwx/e&tA  as  a  inalter  of 
oour*eto  the  point  marked  in  1798  a«  th«  sourcf  of  the  St.  Croix.*  Tlii«  point  U 
Elterefore  fixed  «.iid  trsl^blisihed  Iicyond  Uie  ponibllity  of  aivil.  and  the  fftUh  of  both 
Covcmtnectf)  in  pirdgod  tfant  it  shall  not  be  distorbcd. 

u.— utm  NORTu  LXNB  pKou  THS  sotmot  oc  rax  ar.  cftoix. 

The  treaty  of  1783  prondeti  tluit  the  bouadury  from  tlie  source  of  the  St.  CioJx 
shall  be  drawn  "direct!}*  north."  InTelatnon  tolhisexpmnonaopoasibledoabtcao 
ariac.  It  is  ncitlier  eusccptible  uf  more  than  a  ningle  meaning  nor  does  it  Teqnirc 
iUiutralion  from  an;  extrinsic  souicc.  The  i]iiderBi|n>cd,  thcrcfoTe,  da  not  consder 
that  K>  much  of  the  argument  of  MeSBra.  Madge  and  Fcftthentonhaugha«attetDpts  to 
allow  that  lhi»  line  ought  to  be  ditiwu  iu  aaj'  other  diiectioo  than  due  north  requirea 
any  reply  on  the  part  of  the  UiiiU-tl  SUtcv  .^dmittin^fthatthe  wcrds  had  been  origi* 
nally  u»ad  as  a  mi^trarulatioii  of  tenoa  in  the  Latin  grant  of  James  I  to  Sir  WilliAm 
Alexander,  the  niisconceptioa  mas  equally  shared  bj-  both  poiTtJcA  to  the  treaty  of 
1783:  and  it  will  be  shown  hereafter  that  tbi*  ntisooncepilon.  If  any,  had  lu  ori|pn 
in  Britiah  official  papera.  Were  it  capable  of  proof  beyond  all  possibility  of  denial 
that  the  limit  of  the  gmnt  to  Sir  William  Alexander  wns  intended  to  be  a  Hoc  drawn 
toward  the  northwest  instead  of  the  north  it  would  not  afTeet  the  question.  So  far 
at  thiit  grant  wna  uacd  by  American  ncgotiatorsto  illustrate  the  po!>4tion  of  the  north- 
west angler  of  Nova  Scotia  it  would  have  failed  to  fultiU  the  object,  but  aucb  failure 
in  illiiMnttion  does  not  involve  the  nullity  of  the  treaty  itself. 

That  tlie  tramUtion  which  ha>  hitherto  been  unix-enially  recei^-eil  as  correct  of  the 
terms  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  is  the  true  one,  and  that  the  new  coa- 
atmctioa  which  is  now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it  is  iuoccuratc,  nrill  be  shown  in 
another  place,t  where  will  also  be  exhibited  an  error  committed  In  rendering  the 
•cutie  of  another  part  of  that  iu»itruiiient  Tlic  consideration  of  the  conectiMtta  or 
incorrcctnna  of  the  sc\'cml  tranAlAtion.*  can  form  no  part  of  the  present  arymneat. 
While,  therefore,  it  is  denied  that  Messrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh  have  sue- 
cecdcd  in  showing  that  tlic  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  has^bccD  miatnnalatcd, 
it  is  maintained  that  an  error  in  the  traiuldtion  of  thia  document  can  haire  no  effect 
in  setting  aaide  the  simple  and  poriti\-e  tenna  of  the  treaty  of  178^  That  treaty 
and  its  confirmntiou  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent  must  be  admitted  to  be  mill  and  t-oid 
before  that  line  can  be  drawn  in  any  other  d  inection  than  " '  dne  north. " ' 


m.— NORTHWEST  AXOLR  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 

The  term  northwest  angle  of  Nox-«b  Scotia  w«»  used  ill  the  aecret  instruction*  of 
Congress  and  is  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  178}.  In  the  inNiructiona  it  is  named  with- 
out any  explamitioa,  aa  if  it  were  a  point  perfectly  well  known,  la  one  aenne  it 
waa  so,  for  althongb  it  nercr  bad  been  marked  by  a  monument,  nor  pcrhapa  visited 
by  the  foot  of  wan.  Ita  posidon  could  be  laid  down  upon  a  map;  nay.  woa  an  on 
maiiy  existing  raftpA,  and  the  riirectiomt  for  finding  it  on  the  ground  were  clear  aitd 
explicit.  Tlieac  directionsare  to  be  found  in  the  ro)'a]  proclamation  iif  October,  lytij, 
and  in  tlie  commission  to  Monlsgne  Wilmot.  go^emor  of  Nova  Sooiia,  of  cotempo> 
raucous  (late.  Any  uncertainty  in  regnrd  to  the  position  of  thia  angle  which  may 
ha\-e  existed  in  relation  to  tlie  meaning  of  the  (int  of  IhcK  iiuirumenta  is  rcmored 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1774,  commonly  called  the  Quebec  act. 

Before  citing  these  instmments  it  will  be  pioper  to  refer  to  the  circomrtaooea 
mider  which  the  two  firat  were  issued. 

Great  Britain,  alter  a  succeMful  war,  foniid  herself  in  potMMioD  of  the  whole 
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eastern  ride  of  the  cootioent  of  Korth  AmerioL.  So  mnch  of  thUuUrtoUiaBOQUi 
of  tbc  St.  LawrcDcr  and  the  fc*ty-fifth  psmllel  of  north  latitude  IimI  been  previoiuljr 
Buule  the  subject  of  ehnrtera  front  the  Bhtlth  Crown  under  a  cUira  of  right  from 
fciority  of  diacovcrx.*  The  poaecsAion  of  tliia  wide  tract  was  not  uuconteslcd,  and 
VMioro  otber  Boropean  nationti  hiul  atteni[)teal  to  io^intl  settlvmenU  within  thv  lintita 
of  Uk  British  charteift.  In  such  caueti  it  vnut  held  u  u  mnttor  of  law  tliut  wh«re  the 
occupation  or  defense  of  the  territory  granted  had  been  neglected  the  right  bad 
1,  and  the  counity,  when  recorvred  by  cnnquest  or  realoreil  Xiy  '.maly,  waji  again 
in  the  Crown,  to  be  made  the  subject  of  new  grants  or  Kovcmcd  aa  a  rojral 
colony.  Thus,  when  the  settlements  made  by  the  I>iitch  and  Swedes,  which  by 
the  fortune  of  ivar  bod  become  wholly  rested  in  HoIUad,  were  reduced,  the  Crown 
enmsed  its  rights  by  conveying  them  to  the  Duke  of  YorV,  atibough  corcrtd  in  a 
great  port,  if  nut  wholly,  by  previous  churterv;  and  when  theie  countries  were  again 
occupied  by  th<  Dutch  and  restored  by  the  trcatyof  Breda  it  was  thought  neccssnry 
that  the  title  at  the  Thike  of  York  should  be  restored  by  a  frcdi  grant.  In  both  of 
these  cbaitera  to  that  prince  waa  included  the  Prorince  of  Sagadahocle,  within  whose 
^lartcred  limits  was  comprised  the  territory  at  present  in  dispute.  This  ProviiKe, 
confined  ou  tlie  sea  between  the  rivers  St.  Croix  aiul  Kennebec,  had  for  its  o;)po!iiie 
lits  the  St.  Lawrence,  or,  as  the  grant  ezpresse*  it,  "extending  from  the  river  of 
Cciiebe(|ue  anil  so  ujiwonl  by  the  shortest  couine  to  the  river  Cutuula  nurtliward." 
shortest  conrse  from  the  source  of  the  Kennebec  to  the  St.  Lawrence  is  by  the 
It  Kennebec  road.  This  gr&nt  therefore  covered  the  whole  space  along  the  St. 
swTcnce  from  about  the  month  of  the  Chaudicrc  River  t  to  the  caatcm  limit  of  the 
'^grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander.  By  the  acceMuon  of  James  II,  or,  as  tome  maintain, 
by  the  act  of  attainder,  it  nutters  not  which,  this  Province  re%-«rted  to  the  Crown, 
and  was  by  it  granted,  in  i^i,  to  the  colony  of  MaaaacbnaetU.  Di  the  nine  diarter 
Uova  Seotia  also  was  included.  Thi>  hiu  been  called  a  w^r  grant,  as  in  &ct  it  was, 
end  the  colony  of  Uasaochusetta  speedily  availed  themaelvce  of  it  hy  conquering  the 
whole  of  the  territory  conveyed  estcept  the  island  of  Capo  Breton.  The  latter,  too, 
fell  before  the  unassisted  arms  of  the  Newl^nxUnd  Province*  in  i7Js,atalime  when 
Great  Britain  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  the  contest  of  a  civil  war  to  give  aid  either 
In  money  or  in  men  to  her  trsnitlantie  pocseMJona. 

The  colony  of  Mmsachnsctts,  therefore,  could  not  be  chargeil  vrith  any  want  of 

nxTgy  in  oanerting  her  chartered  rights  to  the  territory  in  question.    It  i&.  in  fact, 

^d&e  to  her  exertions  that  both  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  eone  at  so  early  a 

1  into  the  poescssion  of  the  British  Crown.    In  1654  the  French  setdemenU  as 

'Ear  as  Port  Royal,  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  were  reduced  by  Major  Sedgwick, 

b«rt  hy  tile  treaty  of  Breda  Uicy  were  restored  to  France, 

In  1690  Sir  William  Pliips.  goi-emoir  of  Massac hnflrtts,  with  a  force  of  700  men, 
ruaed  in  that  colony,  again  cotiqa««d  the  country,  and  although  on  hi*  return  the 
Pnnidi  dislodged  the  garrison  poascsaion  waa  fonhwith  rcatmicd  by  an  expedition 
tmder  Colonel  Church.  Acadle,  however,  or  Xo%-b  Scotia,  was  ceded  again  lo  France 
by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick.  After  several  spirited  but  unsucceosful  attempts  during 
deWarof  the  Succession,  General  Nicholson,  with  a  force  of  five  regiments,  four  ot 
which  were  Ie\-ied  in  SlassachuselU,  reduced  Port  Royal,  and  hy  it«  ca|ri(nlRtion  the 
pRaent  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  were  pcniuuiently  annexed 
to  the  British  Crown.t  Plaally  Ihs  mililia  of  Mas»achii»etts.  daring  the  War  of 
Vj'fi,  took  poaseasion  of  the  territory,  and  occupied  it  until  the  date  of  the  treaty  of 

'Scbasliaa  Cabol.  ia  thccmploT  of  Ucarr  VII.  disomrcradtbecantlneiit  of  Nartb  AsBcrics  Wlh 
oe.  I4^>  >n<)  cdrtored  it  Cram  lIudHm  v,y  to  Plotlda  In  i^sa.    Columtnu  dbcovmeil  South 
^  Aawica  ■*!  Auau*t.  'v*.  <*kUe  tbc  vor^c  ^  Vntracci.  vbsM  Batac  Iim  bc«a  slvtn  t«  ibc  coatl- 
BCDt.  vu  uot  pafofmcd  uoUl  1499.— aexaoLn. 
tSccHutc  VI.  p.  looo. 
1  Ualiburioa-t  lllstorr,  ViH.  I.  pp.  ■(Jr. 
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lySj.  This  occupation  wns  not  limited  07  the  SI.  (!roix.orcvcn  h^tlieSt.  John.  1 
mctuded  the  wliole  of  tlie  fiouthem  part  of  New  Brtinawielc,  while  th«  peniBsnU  of 
Nnvn  Scotia  was  ouly  preserved  to  Great  Britain  by  the  foftiikatioiti  of  tli«  istlimus 
wUidi  unites  it  to  the  nuinland." 

The  recosioa  of  Acadie,  or  Nov*  Scotia,  to  Trance  by  the  treaty  of  Rynnck  di- 
Rsted  Musaachuactts  only  of  the  territory  grenud  licr  in  the  cltaitcr  o{  1691  under 
the  latter  nnue.  Hef  war  title  to  Sagsdiibock  wa»  confirmed  t^  a  coiujoest  with  hei 
oira  uaaided  nmu;  nnd  even  the  ecf«ion  of  Novo,  Scotia  was  *  tnuiifcstt  injuittice  to 
her,  09  she  was  ot  tlie  moment  in  full  poMcaidon  of  it.  It,  however,  suited  die  por- 
potn  of  Crent  Britain  to  barter  this  port  of  the  conquest  of  that  colony  for  objects  o< 
more  iauncdiatt:  interest. 

Admitting  that  Bngland  did  convey  a  part  or  the  wliolc  of  Sug^dahock  to  Franoe 
under  the  vnguc  naine  of  Acndie  or  Nova  Scotw,t  the  conciucst  by  Miudachnsettc  in 
lyto  renewed  licf  ri};l)t^  to  tliU  much  at  least,  and  althoiigli  the  Crown  appropriated 
to  itaelf  ttie  lion'H  xhore  of  the  *poiU  by  muking  Novn  Scoliii  a  roj'al  province,  it  did 
not  attempt  to  di»tiub  her  posaeaaion  of  Saj^duhoek,  So  far  from  aodoin];,  theeoo)- 
miston  <A  the  royal  governors  was  limited  to  the  west  by  tbc  SC  Croix,  although 
b  wu  Btated  In  a  saving  clutue  that  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  extendMl  of  right 
to  the  PcDobccot.  Prom  th^t  time  until  the  brc^kingout  of  the  Rcvolntiotttry  War, 
a  space  of  more  than  sixty  years,  the  Pnn-ince  of  Sagodohock  was  left  fa  the  ondi^ 
tur1>ed  pniMCKsion  of  Msssachuwtts  under  the  charter  of  1691. 

In  defiance  of  this  chutter  the  rren^  pcocecdecl  to  otxupy  the  right  bonk  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  which  at  tlie  time  of  the  capture  of  ijuebec  and  the  cesdon  in  the 
treaty  of  17SJ  woa  partially  held  by  settlements  of  Canndinnft.  The  Crown  there- 
fore acted  upon  the  principle  that  llic  right  nf  MtiafwelimictTa  to  tlie  1  ight  ImiiIc  of 
the  St.  Lawreaec  had  thus  become  void,  and  proceeded  by  proclftiitntiofi  to  form  the 
possessions  of  Pmnce  on  both  banks  of  the  St.  L«wrcncc  into  a  royal  colony  under 
the  name  of  the  Frovincc  of  Quebec. 

This  wa«  not  done  witliont  a  decided  opposition  ou  the  part  of  Massachusetts,  hut 
any  decision  in  respect  to  her  claims  wua  rendered  needless  by  the  fareakiaK  out  of 
the  War  of  Indepetidence.  It  is  only  proper  to  remark  that  this  opposition  was  ia 
bet  made  and  that  her  claim  to  the  right  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  only  aban- 
doned by  the  treaty  of  17H3.  The  country  of  which  it  was  intended  to  divest  her 
by  tlie  proclamation  of  1763  is  dcfCTibed  in  n  letter  oF  hi-r  agent,  Mr.  Matiduit,  to 
the  general  court  of  that  colony  us  "the  narrum-  tract  of  loud  which  lies  beyond 
the  sources  of  all  your  rivers  and  is  watered  by  those  which  run  into  the  SL  Law- 
rence," 

It  is  assigned  by  him  as  a  reason  why  the  I>rovince  of  Massachuactts  should  assent 
to  thp  iMitndnry  assigned  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  by  tlie  prodaiuatiou  that "  it 
would  not  be  of  any  great  consequence  to  you"  (Massaclius^tts),  "but  is  absoltitelj 
neccsaaO' to  the  Crown  to  preserve  the  cominuily  of  the  Province  of  Qncbec."  The 
port  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  whose  couiiuuity  with  tlie  rest  of  that  colony  was  to 
be  prescrred  is  evidently  the  district  of  Gaspe,  of  which  Nova  Scotia,  a  royal  colony, 
vas  divested  liy  the  eaune  proclamation.  For  this  conlinutt}'  no  more  was  "r^'Hltrrr 
than  a  road  along  the  St.  Jjwrence  itself,  and  the  reason  would  have  been  absurd  if 
applied,  to  any  country  Ij-ing  beyond  tbc  streams  which  fall  into  that  river,  for  np 
to  Uie  present  day  no  commimication  between  parts  of  Canada  eziats  through  any 
p«irt  of  tlie  disputed  tcmtory.  The  narrow  territory  thus  adviiicd  to  be  relinquished 
extends,  acconling  to  the  views  of  Mes-srs.  Kludifc  nnd  reather»tonliauxb,  from  the 
Great  Falls  of  the  St.  John  to  Quebec,  n  distance  in  11  struight  line  of  1 6:1  miles.  It 
has  a  figure  not  for  from  triangular,  of  which  this  line  is  the  perpendicular  and  the 
shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  Chnudiere  to  the  Metis  tbc  bnsc.  It  contains 
about  iG.OOa  square  mite«.     It  would  hnve  been  n  perversion  of  language  in  Mr. 

*  lUlitnirlon-i  Itiatoir.  VaL  I,  ppL  )44-*Ba.  ISm  KMc  VII.  pp.  MOa.  SMI. 
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Mandnit  to  describe  this  to  liis  cnploycrs  u  %  naxrow  tract  Bnt  the  space  wfaoac 
ceaston  lie  leatl}'  intended  to  adriae  Ik  in  everj'  whkc  a  nainiw  tnct,  for  it*  length 
■long  the  St.  Lawrence  ia  about  aoo  tnilu,  and  ita  average  breadth  to  the  sources  «f 
the  atnaau  ja  It  oontaina  6,000  square  rnilrs,  nn<l  is  deacribcd  by  him  id  a  mnnnei 
that  Iea\«s  DO  qnestion  as  to  its  extent  being  •■watered  by  stmms"  which  "run  into 
the  St.  Lawtimicc."  II  therefore  did  not  include  any  country  watered  by  atreaou 
which  ran  iatu  the  St.  Julin. 

It  is  bolievo]  that  this  is  the  lirst  instance  in  which  the  term  tiarrow  has  evei 
been  applied  to  u  trianj^Ic  almost  rijibt  angled  and  ucoily  isosceleu,  and  it  \a  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  this  tery  expre&don  was  relied  upon  in  the  statement  tu  the 

ing  of  the  Netherlands  as  one  of  the  stronger  proof*  of  the  Justice  of  the  American 


AdmittiDg.  howe%-er.  for  the  «I:e  nf  lugiiment,  that  the  Crown  diii  demand  this 
territory,  and  that  the  meie  advice  of  an  a^cvA  without  powers  was  binding  on  Ma»- 
— chlMCtts.  the  fact  would  have  no  direct  bearing  upon  the  point  nndcr  coDsidcra- 
tien.  The  teUnqui&Iinient  by  Maj.aachusetts  of  the  whole  of  the  territory  went  of 
the  rocridiau  of  the  St.  Croix  would  not  have  changcil  the  position  of  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nov^  Scotia,  nor  the  title  of  tlic  United  Statu  coIIectiTcly  under  the  treaty 
ef  17S3  to  a  boundary  to  be  drawn  from  Uiat  angle,  however  it  might  hare  affected 
tte  right  of  property  of  Ibnt  State  to  the  lands  within  it. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  Uie  Gov-erumenl  of  the  United  States  Is  two- 
fold— that  of  the  individual  States  and  tlmt  of  the  Federal  TInion.  It  would  be 
poaotble,  therefore,  thst  all  ri{{fat  of  progjarty  in  unacatcd  laudawiUiina  Stale'.i  juris- 
diction might  he  in  the  Genenl  Govemtmmt.  and  thia  ia  in  fact  the  case  in  all  the 
new  States,    £vcn  had  Stawchiactta  divested  herself  of  the  title  {which  she  has 

t)  ihe  treaty  of  17S5  would  have  vested  it  iti  the  Confederation.  She  had  at  leait 
Ct  color  of  title,  under  which  tlie  Confederation  claimed  to  the  boandnriea  of  Nova 
Scotia  CO  the  east  and  to  the  southern  limits  of  the  Province  of  Qncltec  on  the  north, 
■ad  this  claim  was  allowed  by  Great  Britain  in  the  treaty  of  1783  in  terms  which  are 
■t  least  admitted  to  be  identical  in  meaning  with  those  of  the  proclsiaalioa  creating 
the  latter  Province.* 

To  illustrate  the  snbject  farther: 

Of  the  seventeen  British  colonics  in  North  America,  thirteen  tmcceeded  in  asserting 
Ibeir  independence;  the  two  Kloridas  were  conquered  and  ceded  to  S[>ain:  while  of 
her  magoificcnt  American  domain  only  Qtiebec  and  Nova  Scotia  were  left  to  Great 
Britain,  The  ihineen  colonies,  now  independent  States,  claimed  all  that  part  of  the 
continest  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  and  aortfa  of  the  bounds  of  Florida  which 
was  not  contained  within  the  Uinits  of  the  last-named  colonies,  and  this  claim  was 
fnlly  admitted  by  the  boundary  agreed  to  in  the  treaty  of  1783.  Within  the  limits 
I  aasignad  it  was  well  known  that  there  wcfe  conflicting  cUums  to  parts  which 
1  more  than  once  been  covered  by  royal  choiters;  it  was  even  possible  that  there 
portions  of  the  wide  territory  the  right  to  which  was  asserted  by  the  United 

lit*  and  admitted  by  Great  Britain  that  had  not  been  covered  by  any  royal  grant; 
:  the  jmisdiction  in  respect  to  disputed  rights  and  the  title  to  land  itot  conveyed 
'  ceased  to  be  in  the  Rritish  Crown — 6nR  t)y  a  succcwfiil  oHsertion  of  iadcpcnd- 
COOC  in  arms,  and  lioally  by  the  positive  terms  of  a  solemn  treaty. 

If  it  should  be  admitted,  for  argimicnt's  sake,  that  the  claim  of  Masachasett*. 
U  inherited  by  the  State  <A  Maine,  to  tlic  disputed  territory  it)  unfounded,  it  is  a 
circnmmnce  that  can  not  enter  into  a  diiciianon  between  Great  Drilain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  iktassachusetts  did  chUra,  under  at  least  the  color  of  n  title, 
not  merely  to  "the  highlands,"  but  to  the  St.  Lawrence  itself,  and  the  claim  was 
admitted  as  far  oa  the  former  by  the  treaty  of  17S3,  if  it  should  hdcaftcr  appear 
thai  this  claim  can  not  be  nuinlaineiL  the  territory  which  is  not  covemi  by  her 

*  Rcvorl  ol  'iiratn.  PcalbtrnoohBoch  aait  Uudsr.  p.  b. 
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title,  if  within  the  boundary  of  tb«  trcAty  of  rTSj,  can  not  r«v«rt  tA  Cr«*t  BritJuii, 
which  ban  ceilctl  ita  rigfati  to  the  thirteen  independent  States,  litit  to  the  \mxt  in 
their  confederate  capacity,  ftnd  b  that  the  property  of  tlie  whole  Union.  As  well 
otigbt  Great  Britain  act  up  a  claim  to  Uie  States  of  AUbiuus  and  UiKUsippt,  wlud, 
altlioujch  dsimed  hy  the  St;tte  of  OoTtjin,  were  fouml  nol  to  be  covered  by  lla  roysl 
charter,  ss  to  any  port  of  the  territory  contained  frithin  the  line  defined  by  the  treaty 
of  1783.  under  pretense  that  the  rights  of  ACasncbn.irtts  nrc  not  indefeasible. 

While,  therefore,  it  is  maintained  that  whether  the  title  of  Maasachosetta  be  valid 
or  not  iaimmatcnAl  tolheprvaeatqDcstion,  it  nay  be  further  urged  that  not  ercii  the 
shadow  of  a  prctennc  exiated  for  divenling  her  o(  her  righta  by  the  proclamatioa 
of  1763,  except  to  temtory  which  by  neglect  she  had  permitted  I'rance  to  occupy. 
On  Uita  point  the  Frcticb  arc  the  beat  authority,  for  it  can  not  be  pnrtcudcd  that 
the  Crown  of  Rngliind  inteniliil  in  fonning  the  PToviaceof  Quebec  togo  beyond  the 
utmost  limits  of  the  claim  of  France  to  her  colony  of  Canada.  The  ■nwrlirmn  on 
the  pjirt  of  Fmncc  in  the  argument  preceding  the  War  of  1756  were: 

first.  That  both  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  included  in  Canada. 

Second.  That  with  the  cicccption  of  Miscou  and  Cape  Breton,  her  grants  extended 
to  leagues  fiotn  the  ri^-er. 

Third.  That  the  commissions  of  the  gorcTnont  of  Canada  in  the  mott  formal  and 
prccine  manner  extended  their  juri»dictioa  to  the  aouzcca  of  the  rivers  wbkh  di»- 
charge  themselves  into  the  St.  I^WTencc. 

Now  the  distance  of  10  Trench  leagues  and  that  of  the  aooroea  ol  the  riTen,  on  aa 
average,  arc  nearly  identical,  and  this  narrow  tract,  of  wbidi  alone  the  Crown  could 
with  any  shadow  of  juKiice  a»ume  the  right  of  dlsponrig,  is  that  of  which  TIfiiia 
chuaetts  was  intended  to  be  dircated  by  the  proclaination  of  176). 

It  was  because  Great  Britain  held  that  these  claims  on  the  part  of  Prance  were  too 
ertenxive  that  the  War  of  1756  was  wag«d.  In  this  war  at  least  one-half  of  the  force 
which  nnder  Wolfe  loolt  Louisburg  and  reduced  Quebec,  and  under  Amherst  forced 
tlie  Fm^  armies  in  Canada  to  a  capitulation,  wiu  raised  ami  paid  by  the  colonies. 
Tbe  cnation  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  covering  a  part  of  their  chartered  Umita,  waa 
therefore  a  just  subject  of  complaint. 

The  bounds  assigned  to  the  new  Province  of  Quebec  to  the  south  by  the  proclama' 
tion  of  7th  October,  1763,  are  as  followa: 

"The  linr.cRM^ng  the  river  SL  Lawrence  and  the  Lake  Cbamplain  in  45' of  north 
latitude,  puses  along  the  highlnnds  which  (liTtdc  the  riwrs  that  cmptj-  thctnselvM 
into  the  St.  Lawrence  frvm  thwsc  which  fall  iuto  the  sea,  and  also  along  the  north 
coast  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  and  the  Gulf  of  SL  Lawrence  to  Cape  Rosieres,"  etc 

la  the  some  month  of  October,  17$},  the  limits  of  the  royal  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia  are  fixed,  in  the  commiaaioii  to  Governor  Wilmot,  on  the  west  "  by  the  said 
river  St  Croix  to  its  source,  and  by  a  line  drawn  dne  north  from  thence  to  the  aootfa. 
cm  bsuadar)'  of  our  Frovince  of  Quebec;  to  the  northward,  by  the  Mtnc  boundaty, 
as  far  as  the  wcsteru  extremity  of  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs." 

Here,  then,  we  find  the  first  mention  in  nn  lingli^ih  dr««s  of  the  line  to  be  draws 
doc  north  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Cmix.  There  is  no  cridencc  that  it  was  a 
translation  of  the  terms  in  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Aleaander,  but  if  It  were  it  waf 
made  not  by  Aniericaiif,  but  by  tvnglislimcn;  and  u«t  only  made,  but  (et  forth  under 
the  high  antbcirity  of  the  royal  sign  manual  and  authenticated  by  the  gremt  seal 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  England  and  Scotland. 

The  diic  north  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Crou,  meeting  the  »utli  bomida  of 
tlie  Pro\-ince  of  Quebec,  forina  two  angles.  One  of  these  was  the  uortbeast  angle 
of  the  Prr>i'inc«  of  SMgadafaock;  the  other  is  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  It 
might  be  debated  which  of  the  streams  that  full  into  Fasturoaquoddy  Bay  wna  Ihe 
Ime  Sl  Croiic,  but  huch  a  question  could  tx?  settled  by  reference  to  evidence,  and 
baa  been  Ilias  settled  by  the  award  of  the  conunitKonera  under  the  fifth  artiele  of 
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'■  tnuy.  AtDOQg  tbe  many  fataadia  of  «  Btmm  h  mar  for  ■  moment  be  doabt«d 
which  >B  to  be  conaidered  « ita  prindpal  •&urc«.  biit  Va\i  c«n  be  ascertained  b;  proper 
metbods.  and  it  has  bc^rn  ascertained  and  maikcd  irith  a  moDumrat  b^  the  aame 
commiadonera.  the  tracing  at  n  meriilian  line  ma;  be  a  difficult  opention  in  prac> 
Ileal  aun-eyiiiH,  bitl  it  C^a  be  effected  t>y  proper  instnaincuU  Mid  adequate  elcilt,  and 
thni  taak  hJU  in  fact  been  prrformcd  byoncof  the  preaentcoramiasionerH.  after  bein; 
aitenipied  by  the  rarvej-ors  under  the  fiXlli  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  The 
highlanda  are  defined  ia  the  commission  of  Goremor  Wiloiot  and  tbe  procUuna* 
tioa  of  1763  bejMind  the  pooaibilitj  of  doubt.  Tiitj  are  on  the  nortli  Rhore  of  Uie 
Bay  of  Oiakura  aa  de«crib«d  in  the  one  inatranent.  and  on  the  western  extremity 
of  tbatbayasdcacnbcd  by  the  other.  They  am  therefore  be  found,  and  they  hare 
been  fomul. 

The  CoDgrcaa  of  1779  and  the  f ramcrs  of  the  treaty  of  1783  were  therefore  warranted 
In  apeaking  of  the  nonhweaft  xngle  of  Nu\-u  Scotia  an  if  it  were  a  luiown  point.  It 
ooold  have  been  laid  down  with  prccuion  on  any  good  map;  it  could  be  diacovered 
by  the  osc  of  adequate  methods  and  the  expenditure  of  a  sufficient  appropriatioD:  it 
-was,  In  fact,  as  well  known  as  the  furty-fiftli  and  tldrly-aeound  parmllelx  of  httitude, 
whicli  are  tuuned  in  tbe  aaixM  article  of  tbe  treaty,  or  aa  tbe  boondaries  of  very  Diany 
<A  tbe  Slates  which  had  nnitcd  in  the  Confederation.  Tbcae  mre  defined  by  the 
e«>ttrae  and  sourt^es  of  rivers — by  paralleb  of  latitude  and  circles  of  lonf^tude,  either 
of  indefinite  extent  or  setting  out  from  aonic  pnacribcd  point  whoac  jMsition  was  to 
be  determined.  At  the  time  of  making  these  grants,  as  in  tbe  case  befcire  uk,  ninny 
of  Ibfr  bocmdariea  had  never  been  visitnl  by  cii-iliied  men,  Some  of  these  lines  bad, 
indeed,  been  sought  and  traced  upon  the  ground  in  porsoancc  of  orders  from  the 
privy  conncil  of  Great  Britain  or  the  high  court  of  chancery,  and  the  reeollection  of 
the  opctstiOQ  was  besh  in  the  ntcmoiy  of  both  parties.  Thus  in  1750  it  was  ordered 
by  the  latter  tribunal  that  the  boundary  on  the  lower  counties  on  the  E)elaware(now 
tbe  State  of  that  name)  and  the  Province  of  Morj'lnnd  should  be  marknd  out.  Tlte 
bonndaiy  was  an  arcof  acirdedcacribetl  around  the  townof  Newcaiitte,  witha  gi\-eii 
ndins,  and  a  meridian  line  tangent  thereto.  This  was  a  for  more  diChrnlt  bperation 
tlian  to  draw  a  mciidtiui  liiK  from  a  given  point,  soch  aa  the  source  of  x  river.  It 
was  thought  lu  1763  wortliy  of  the  anenUou  of  the  first  astdsUnt  In  the  Royal  Ob»erv> 
fttoiy  at  Greenwich,  and  the  American  Rittenhoo**  was  associated  with  him.  This 
operation  was  not  only  of  t^cat  contemparary  fame,  but  ii  still  tjuotcd  in  RnKtish 
books  among  the  data  whence  we  derive  our  knowledge  of  the  magnitude  and  dgure 
o(  tbe  earth.  So  also  the  some  astronomer  ( Mason )  hod  but  a  few  years  before  the 
War  of  Independenceconiinrncnl  tbe  tradngofa  parallel  of  latitude  from  the  former 
Uae  to  tbe  westward,  thus  marking  the  respective  limits  of  Pennsylvania,  Unrylajid, 
and  Virginia,  Witfa  Such  examples  before  them  the  framers  of  the  trcHty  of  1783 
wetv  warraated  io  consideTiiig  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  a  point  suffi- 
eictitly  definite  to  be  made  not  merely  one  of  the  laadmarits  of  the  new  nation,  but 
tbe  comer  at  which  tbe  description  of  its  boundaries  sbould  begin.  It  has  been  well 
nnatfeed  by  one  of  the  commentators*  on  tbe  report  of  Messrs.  Fc&tfaerstonhiiugh 
and  Mudge  that  if  the  treaty  of  1783  be  a  grant  tbe  grantors  ore  boond  by  rule  of  law 
to  mafk  out  that  comer  of  their  own  land  whence  the  description  of  the  grant  com- 
mMtees.  The  British  Government  therefore  ought,  if  it  be,  as  it  is  maintnined  on  its 
pttrl,  a  grant,  to  hare  traced  the  line  of  hiKhUnds  dividinj;  their  Provinces  of  Nova 
Seoda  and  Canada.  Had  this  heeti  done  in  conformity  witli  the  proclamation  of  1 763 
■ad  the  commission  to  Governor  Wilmol.  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  would 
be  given  by  Uic  trace  of  the  nii-ridtau  of  the  SL  Cioix.  So  far  from  doinK  this,  the 
qiKMion  has  been  complicated  by  the  denial  that  the  boundaries  defined  in  that 
proclamation  and  ia  the  tnatyof  17S3  were  intended  to  be  identical.  The  argnment 
gn  tliis  i>oint  was  eoingcnloua  that  tbe  arbiter  nnderthefifthorticlcof  the  treaty  of 
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OhiMit  ctid  not  consider  ttic  American  case  a*  made  out.  *  anil  this  ilonbt  wu 
priDcipnl  ground  on  which  his  deciuon  rested.  It  is  therefore  an  cunest  of  a  more 
favorable  state  of  feeling  lliat  the  snphistr^'  villi  which  litis  fact  had  been  vciledt  *t 
least  in  pnrt,  is  now  withdrawn,  and  that  the  commissiou  whose  refioft  is  under  cm- 
■ideration  frankly  admit  thi«  identity. f  Tliis  admUsion  being  nuidc,  it  is  obviotu 
that  the  orii^in  of  the  hiifhlands  of  the  treatr  must  be  aonghl  on  Ihc  Dorth  shore 
of  tlie  Boy  dcs  Chalcurs  and  nt  its  %*rcst<;ni  cxtnmity,  and  it  follows  that  the  point 
irltere  this  line  of  hifjhlaads  is  cut  by  the  meridioD  of  the  moauracat  at  the  aonroe 
of  the  St.  Croix  is  the  aorthwcsl  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  of  the  treaty  of  1783.  and  mnM 
lie  to  the  north  of  the  Resdgouche,  or  In  the  very  s|iot  clnimed  by  tlic  United  States. 

The  Rritiah  Govcnimem  baa  not  only  f&iled  itiuiaikini^uut  the  conier  of  their  ter> 
ritory  nt  which  the  Inundary  of  thoFniled  States  begins,  but  lias  in  practice  adopted 
a  very  different  point  a*  the  nurthwcKt  angle  of  the  Province  of  New  Unttuwick, 
which  iiow  occupies  the  place  of  ancient  No»-ii  Scotia  iu  its  contiguity  to  the  Ameri- 
can lines.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  dixmssion  before  the  King  of  the  Xetherlands  the 
coinum»iuus  of  the  Kovcniora  of  New  Brunswick  lutd  been,  no  far  as  the  wcatciu 
and  nortlirm  boundaries  arc  concerned,  copies  of  that  to  Governor  WilmoL  The 
onderBigned  hfl^-c  no  meann  of  ascertaining  when  or  bov  the  form  of  these  ceounis- 
aians  was  changed,  but  it  waa  found  during  the  exploration  of  the  couutry  that  the 
Jurisdictiou  of  New  Brutiswfck,  limited  at  least  to  the  north  of  the  St.  John  by  til* 
exploring  incridiAn  line,  did  not  leave  the  Bav  of  Chalcurs  at  its  western  extremity 
and  follow  thence  the  old  txtun^n  of  the  Province  of  Quebec.  It.  on  the  contrary, 
«■■  uecxtuned  tliat  it  w.^  b  limited  by  the  Kestigouche  as  far  as  the  confluence  of  its 
aontlllKSteni  braucb,  fotiacily  known  by  the  luune  of  Chacodi,  and  thence  followed 
the  latter  up  to  the  point  where  It  is  crossed  by  tlie  exploring  meridian  line.  On 
all  the  territory  thus  severed  from  the  ancient  domaia  of  Nov*  Scotis  penuita  to  cwl 
timber  were  found  to  have  been  issued  by  Canadian  authorities,  and  tbc  few  Kttlera 
derived  their  titles  to  land  from  the  same  source. 

Although  this  demarcation  involvca  a  double  deviulioo  from  the  proclamaiioo  of 
1763  (first,  in  following  a  river  instead  of  highlands;  second,  in  tidcing  n  small  branch 
Instead  of  pnrsuiog  the  main  supply  of  tbeBayof  Cbaleurs),  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  m^y  be  considered  as  nt  liut  fixed  by  Briti.vh  nnthority  ot  a  point  many 
miles  north  of  tlie  poiat  claJmed  to  be  such  in  the  statements  laid  befurv  the  King 
of  tbc  Netherlands  on  the  part  of  Great  Britnin,  and  4S  miles  to  tlie  aotth  of  where 
the  line  of  "aliraded  highlniids"  of  Meaars.FeathcratonhBughantl  Kludge  croMca  the 
St.  John.  Were  it  not  that  the  American  claim  wouhl  be  weakened  by  any  change  In 
the  strong  ground  on  which  it  has  always  rested,  it  mi)jht  be  granted  that  this  u 
Id  fact  tbc  long-losf  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  <ind  the  highUnds  allowed  to 
be  traced  from  that  point  through  the  soUKes  of  the  branches  of  the  SL  John  and 
the  St.  Lawrcucc. 

In  proof  of  the  position  now  assigned  to  this  angle  of  New  Brunswick,  and  ood- 
«e<juenlly  of  ancient  Nova  Scolia.in  the  nb»cnce  of  documents  which  the  arclure«  of 
Great  Briloin  clone  cnn  furtitsh,  the  map  publl-died  by  the  Society  for  the  Encour- 
agement of  tisef  ul  Knowledge,  the  several  maps  of  tlie  surwyor-general  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Canada,  and  the  most  recent  map  of  the  Provinces  of  Nora  Scotia  aud  New 
Brunswick,  by  John  Wyld,  geoKrapber  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  may  Ijc  cited. 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  the  northwest  angle  ol  Nova  Scotia  is  no  longer 
an  unknown  point.  It  con  be  found  by  a  scorch  conducted  in  compliance  with  the 
proclamation  of  1763  and  the  content poraueons  couituission  of  Govemoc  Wilmot, 
and  the  researches  of  llie  present  commission  slww  that  it  e«n  not  be  fsr  tlistAnt 
from  the  point  originally  assigned  to  it  in  the  exploring  mendinn  line.  Tbc  identity 
of  the  first  of  these  documenu  with  tlie  bonndary  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is  admitted, 
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mud  the  Istter  is  word  for  word  tbc  aaaic  witli  tbc  dcecripboii  of  the  eastern  bound- 
lay  of  the  Uaitrd  Stntcs  in  the  mme  trmty.  Moreover,  a  norUiwc&l  angle  baa 
bMB  ueigncd  to  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  by  Britisb  authoritir,  which,  did 
it  iDTolf-c  no  dereliction  of  principle,  might  -without  Kiuablv  lott  1m  accepted  oa 
the  pan  of  the  United  States. 


IT.— mciiLAitDs  or  THS  trkatv  op  [7S3. 

The  htghlands  of  the  treaty  of  178^  arc  described  as  those  "which  divide  those 
nven  that  empty  thctnselvea  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  tmo 
the  Atlautic  Ocean."  It  haa  bcca  uuifonaly  and  cvnaitcntly  maintained  on  the 
|)ait  of  the  Vnttetl  Stale*  that  by  the  tcmi  "hiKhlanila"  was  Intended  what  ii  in 
uwther  form  of  the  aanie  words  called  the  height  of  land.  The  line  of  highlands 
in  this  acnsc  was  to  be  sought  by  foUowinj;  the  ri^-ers  deacribcd  in  the  treaty  to  their 
■omee  and  drawing  lines  between  these  sources  in  such  luanner  as  to  divide  the  sur- 
face water*.  It  wafl  believed  that  the  Kourcca  of  «uch  riven  tn,  the  Connecticut  and 
the  SL  John  must  lie  in  a  country  sufliciently  elevated  to  be  entitled  to  the  epithet 
of  highlands,  although  it  should  appear  on  reaching  it  that  it  Itad  the  appearance  of 
a  plain.  Nay,  it  wa»  even  condiulcd,  although,  aa  now  appears,  incofrecily — and 
It  was  not  feared  that  the  conclusion  would  weaken  the  Americsn  aigumeot — that 
the  line  from  tiie  northn-est  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  at  least  as  far  as  the  sources  of 
TnUidi,  dill  pass  through  a  country  of  that  descripllDii.  Opposite  ground  was  taken 
in  the  argument  of  Great  Britain  by  her  agent,  but  liowrvrr  acute  and  ingenious 
Ivcrc  the  processes  of  renaoning  by  which  this  arguiuent  wns  supported,  it  remained 
in  his  hands  without  appllcaiicm,  for  the  line  clalnicd  by  him  on  the  part  of  his  Gov- 
cRitnent  was  one  having  the  same  physical  basis  for  its  delineation  as  that  claimed 

i_liy  the  agent  of  tbc  United  Statn,  uamcty,  one  joining  the  culminating  points  of  the 
eys  in  which  streams  muniiig  in  opposite  directions  took  their  rise.     The  argu- 

'  iDcnt  appears  to  have  been  drawn  while  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  include  Katahdin 
and  Che  other  great  mouiitalua  in  that  ncixht^urhMKl  In  his  claimcrl  l>ouii(lnry,  ami  he 
doca  not  appear  to  have  become  aware  bow  tnnpplicablc  it  was  in  e^-ery  sense  to  the 
line  by  which  be  was,  for  want  of  a  better,  compelled  to  abide.  The  British  Corcni- 
ment,  however,  virtually  abandoned  the  construction  of  their  agent  In  the  convention 
rigncd  in  London  the  37th  September,  1837.* 

In  this  it  wa.t  stipulated  that  Mitchell's  and  Map  A  slioulil  he  admitted  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  others  "as  the  only  msps  that  sball  be  considered  as  evidence"  of 
tbc  topograpby  of  the  country,  and  in  the  latter  cf  these  maps,  constructed  under 

^Ibe  Joint  direction  of  the  Brili&b  anil  American  negotiators  by  the  axtronumrr  of  the 
ritifth  Government,  it  was  agrewl  that  nothing  but  the  water  con»e«  should  be  repre- 
sented:   Finally, il WAS ailmittol  in  tlicrcportnf  Messrs. Feathcnttonhaoghaiid  Mudge 
that  the  terms  highlands  and  height  of  laud  arc  identicaL     The  decision  of  the  King 
'  the  Netherlai>ds,  to  which  Great  Britain  gave  licr  assent  in  the  £rst  instance,  ree- 
the  correclacas  of  the  views  cntcrlflined  in  the  American  statements. t     All 
tion  on  thiii  subject  is,  however,  remlcretl  unnecessary  by  the  knowledge  which 

'ibe  nnde(aign<.-d  Ituvc  obtained  of  the  country.  The  line  surveyed  by  them  not  only 
divides  rivers,  but  possesses  in  a  preeminent  degree  the  character  by  which  in  the 
Bntiah  arjrameat  highlands  are  required  to  be  distingniahed. 

It  is  sofScicnt  for  the  present  argument  lliat  the  identity  oE  the  Uacs  pointed 
ont  by  the  proclamation  of  1765  aitd  the  act  of  1774  with  the  boundary  of  the  treaty 
of  178)  he  admitted.  Such  has  been  the  uniform  claim  of  the  Covcnimeot  of  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  ^fnimsrhnnrTT-,  and  such  is  the  deliberate  verdict  of 
die  Urilikli  conimiKfiuners.!     The  wonla  ot  the  |irocluniation  of  1763  have  already 
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be«n  cJtct!.  Ilyrcfem>ce  to  tbetn  it  will  Ytt  s««ti  that  Hit  origin  of  "tli«  highUad»" 
b  to  be  .sontElit  on  the  nvtih  diorc  of  tli«  Dn^-  of  Ctislcorn.  If  they  ore  not  to  be 
found  there,  a  gsp  cxisu  in  the  boundary  of  the  proclanmtioD,  which  it  b  «7id«!it 
could  not  have  been  intended,  it  has  been  Uiougbt  by  eomc  that  tlic  g«pdid  MtuUy 
exist,  but  tbii  idea,  wai  founded  »ii  an  iii)|K7f  eet  knuwlcdgc  of  tlie  country.  The  Bay 
of  Chnleun  Bccnis,  in  fact,  to  hsve  been  better  known  to  the  frsrners  of  the  proela- 
CMtionof  i763nnd  the  act  of  1774  than  to  tiny  subseqacntnullioritics,  whether  British 
or  ADierican.  Researches  made  in  the  year  1840  show  that  at  the  bead  of  the  tide 
of  Ui«  Bay  of  Chalcura  a  mountoia  ri>e*  immediately  011  tlie  northern  bank,  wht^ 
(roni  Its  imposluK  appearance  h&i  been  called  by  the  Scotch  settlen  at  its  foot  Ben 
Lomond.  Thin,  indeed,  haa  by  inca«Tircinent  been  found  to  be  no  more  than  [,004 
feet  in  height,  but  no  one  can  deny  ita  title  to  the  name  of  a  highland.  I^om  thia 
a  continuous  chain  of  heights  has  been  ascertained  to  exist,  bounding  in  the  firtt 
instance  the  valley  of  the  Matnpediac  to  the  annrcefi  of  lljnt  atrcnin,  irhicli  (hey  aep- 
arutc  from  those  of  the  Metiii,  Thehei^bl  uf  land  then  paasea  between  the  waters  of 
Metis  and  Restigouche.  and,  bending  around  the  t<mrc<«  of  the  latter  to  the  aourves 
of  the  Ritnouski,  bcgina  there  to  separate  vrnters  -which  fall  into  the  St,  Lawrcocc 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  St.  John,  which  they  continue  to  do  as  fax  aa  the  paial 
where  they  merge  in  the  tine  admitted  by  both  paitiea, 

Thc»e  highlands  have  all  the  characteristics  necessary'  to  constitute  them  tbt 
bighlandK  of  the  treaty.  ThruUKtiout  their  whole  northern  and  western  dopes  flow 
Btreama  which  empty  themselves  into  the  St.  Lawrence.  Beginning  at  the  Bay  of 
CbaleuTS,  they  in  Uic  first  place  divide,  aa  it  i»  OKKtaao-ty  tbcy  should,  waters  wbtdl 
fall  into  that  bay;  they  next  separate  the  waters  of  Restigouche  from  those  of  Meiia; 
they  then  siake  a  great  detour  to  the  south  and  inclose  the  valley  of  Riaonski,  aepa- 
rating  its  waters  from  those  of  Mntapedior  and  Rcjitii^ouchc,  the  Green  River  of  St. 
John  and  Tuladi;  the}-  next  perform  a  circuit  around  Lalce  rcmiscouata.  sepont- 
ing  its  bafiin  from  tliosc  of  the  Otly  and  Troia  Pistoles,  until  lliey  reach  the  Temta- 
couata  linage  at  Mount  Paradis.  Thia  [xnlAge  they  ctom  fin;  times,  and  finally, 
bending  backward  to  the  north,  iticloac  the  stream  of  the  St.  I-Vancia,  whoae  watcn 
they  divide  Uvta  thoae  uf  Train  Pi»toIe.t,  Du  Loup,  nnd  the  Crren  River  of  the 
St.  lAWrence.  Leaving  the  Tcmiscouata  portage  at  the  sixteenth  milepoot,  a  region 
positively  mountainoua  is  entered,  which  character  continues  to  the  sourcca  of  the 
Eichemiu.  It  there  assumes  fot  a  short  space  tlie  character  of  a  lullinif  country,  no 
point  in  which,  however.  i*le»tluin  i, 300 fret  above  thr  levH  of  the  tea.  It  speedily 
resumes  a  mountainous  character,  which  continues  unaltered  to  the  sources  of  the 
Connecticut. 

Now  it  is  maintained  that  all  the  streams  and  watera  which  have  been  named  as 
flowing  from  the  southern  and  caatem  sidca  of  this  line  are  in  the  iulcndeil  aeuM;  of 
the  treaty  of  178}  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Atlantic.  The  lirst  argn- 
aiem  adduced  in  support  of  thia  position  is  that  the  fr&niers  of  that  Ueaty.Iiaving,  a« 
is  admitted.  Mitchcira  map  before  them,  speak  only  of  two  classes  of  rivers— thoNe 
which  discbarge  Iheraaelvea  into  the  St  lAwrenrc  River  and  those  which  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean;  yet  upon  this  map  were  distinctly  seen  the  St.  John  and  the 
Restigouche.  The  latter,  indeed,  figure*  twice— once  as  a  tributary  to  the  Bay  of 
Hiramichi  and  once  as  flowing  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleura*  Jt  can  not  reasonably  be 
pretended  that  men  honestly  engaged  iu  framing  an  article  to  prevent  "all  div 
putea  which  might  arise  iu  future"  should  have  inteutionalty  poMed  o\-er  nnd  left 
trndefiiied  ihcM  important  n«'ers,  when  by  the  umplcst  phraseology  they  might  have 
describol  them  li:iil  tlu.-y  believed  that  in  any  future  time  a  question  could  have 
aiisen  whether  Ihcy  were  included  in  one  or  the  otlierof  the  two  classes  of  rivers 
they  mnied.  Hod  it  bccu  intended  that  the  due  north  line  should  have  Stopped  shorl 
of  the  SL  John,  the  hishlaDds  must  have  been  describcd.aa  thotc  which  divide  riven 
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wtildi  Call  lato  tbc  St.  LawntDcv  and  (Mr  St.  John  from  thoao  -wbteh  MI  hito  tbg 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Tfa«  month  of  the  Si.  L.awT«ec«  bad  htta  defloH  in  the  proda- 
mation  of  1763  by  a  line  drawn  from  tbc  tivcr  St.  John  (on  thr  I^Wador  const)  to 
Cape  Ron«r.  If,  then.  t(  hod  be«o  intended  that  tbe  meridian  line  iliould  not  have 
CTMaeil  tbe  R««tigouchc,  the  phrawology  murt  have  been  hi^hlandii  which  divide 
rivcis  wbtch  fall  into  Uie  river  and  Gulf  of  St.  I^wrence  (roui  lliow  vrhicli  fall  into 
tba  AUnnlic  Ocean.  ^Vlicrn  each  obvious  modes  of  rxprcssing  cither  of  thne  inlcn- 
tiotu  existed,  it  b  not  to  be  bcliet^  tluit  they  m-oold  have  been  omitted;  but  hod 
tbey  been  propoaed  to  be  inlrodoced  tbc  American  negotiators  would  have  beea 
eompelled  by  their  instructions  to  rcf  iu«  tbera.  Such  expreasiafM  would  have  pre- 
scnbcd  a  bonadaTy  different  not  only  in  fact,  but  in  terms,  from  tbat  of  tlic  procU- 
malion  of  1763  and  tbc  conlemponneoiii  cooiminion  to  Governor  Wilmot.  Hillier, 
than,  the  British  plcnipotentiariea  admitted  the  Americati  claim  to  its  utmost  extent 
or  they  fraudulently  assented  to  tcnns  with  the  intention  of  founding  upno  them  n 
claim  to  temtory  which  if  they  had  openly  asked  (or  must  have  been  denied  them. 
The  cliaractcT  of  the  British  ministry  under  whoee  directions  that  treaty  wb*  made 
forbids  the  belief  o(  the  laner  having  been  intended.  The  members  of  that  ministry 
bod  been  when  in  oppoaition  the  coniftant  adrocatca  of  nn  nceommodation  with  the 
coloiuca  or  of  an  honorable  peace  after  all  hopes  of  rctainiii);  thein  in  their  alle- 
^Uce  hud  ceased.  The}'  showed  on  coming  into  power  a  laudable  anxiety  to  put 
■n  end  to  the  profiUeu  eOunon  of  human  blood,  and  they  wi»ely  mw  that  it  would 
\x  ol  more  profit  to  their  country  to  convert  tbe  new  nation  into  friends  by  ttte  free 
graat  of  terms  which  souner  or  Inter  must  hare  been  yirlileil  thtm  to  wiilcn  the 
breach  of  kindred  tics  by  au  irritating  deUy.  The  dclMtcs  which  ensued  111  the  Qrit- 
iah  Parliament  when  tbc  terms  of  the  treaty  were  made  known  show  the  \icw  which 
the  party  that  had  conducted  the  war  entertained  of  this  question.  The  giving  up 
of  the  my  territory  now  in  dispute  was  one  of  the  diar^ea  made  by  them  af^inst 
their  succesGOTB.  and  that  it  had  been  given  up  by  the  treaty  was  not  denied.  Nay, 
the  effect  of  this  admission  was  such  as  to  leave  the  adninutntion  in  a  minority 
In  the  House  of  Commons,  and  thus  became  at  least  one  of  tbe  cauws  of  the  resig- 
oasiaa  of  the  ministry  *  by  which  the  tresly  had  bo«n  made.  At  this  very  moment 
more  maps  than  one  were  published  in  I^ndon  which  eshibit  the  construction 
then  put  upon  the  treaty  by  the  Briti^b  public.  The  boundary  exhibited  upon  these 
maps  is  identical  with  that  which  tbc  United  State*  now  claim  and  have  nlwnys 
claimed. 

The  fnll  a^»n1  that  the  bonndajy  of  the  treaty  of  [7S3  and  of  the  proclamation 
of  1763  and  act  of  1774  ai«  identical  greatly  aim  pU&ea  the  second  argument.  It  baa 
been  heretofore  maintainctl  mi  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  the  word  "sea"  of 
the  two  latter-named  instruments  was  not  changed  in  the  first  to  "Atlantic  Ocean  " 
without  an  obrious  swamng.  All  discu&siou  on  this  point  ia  obviated  by  the  admis- 
sion- But  it  is  rtill  mninLkined  that  the  liny  i>i  Fumly  it  not  a  part  of  tlie  Atlantic 
Ocean  because  tt  happens  to  be  name>i  in  reference  to  the  St.  Croix  in  the  same 
article  of  the  treaty.  Tti  show  the  extent  to  which  sndi  on  ai^omeat.  founded  on  a 
mere  verbal  quibble,  may  be  carried,  let  it  be  supposed  that  at  some  futUK  period  two 
tMtions  on  the  continent  of  North  America  aball  agree  oti  a  boundary  in  the  follow- 
iag  temu:  By  a  line  drawn  through  the  Hiasissippi  from  its  month  In  tbc  Gulf  of 
Uecico  to  its  sonrce;  thence  a  parallel  of  latitude  nntil  it  meet  tbc  highlands  which 
divide  the  waters  that  empty  themselves  into  tbc  Pacific  Ocean  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  Atlantic.  Could  il  be  pretended  ttiat  because  the  mouUi  of  the  Mississippi 
is  aaid  to  be  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the  1>oundary  nnst  be  transferred  from  the  Rocky 
Moantaias  to  the  Allcehnnics?  Yet  this  woald  be  as  reaaooable  aa  the  prelcnalooa 
■o  long  art  tip  by  the  British  agents  and  ootnmiasioners. 

It  can  DOl  be  denied  Uiat  tbe  line  claimed  by  the  United  Stales  fulfills  at  least  one 
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cS  the  conditions.  The  aircams  wtiicb  flow  from  one  aide  of  it  f*Il  without  kxo^T 
tiou  into  th«  rivtr  SI.  Lawrence.  The  Advencc  line  claimed  \ty  Great  Britain  in  the 
rcIcrcQcc  to  the  Kiii^  trl  the  Ncthcrtasda  divides  uutil  within  a  fcv  miles  of  KUn 
Hill  waten  which  dil!  into  tlic  St.  Jirhn  f.-iim  Uio«e  of  the  Penobscot  ami  Kcime- 
bcc.  The  latter  do  not  discharge  their  wuccs  directly  into  the  ocean,  but  SagvUhodc 
and  IViiulMcut  buj-s  inten'cae,  And  the  Conner  falls  into  the  Itay  of  Fundjr;  hcace, 
according  to  the  aigument  in  respect  to  the  Bay  of  ^^Indy,  this  line  fulfills  neitber 
condition. 

The  line  oT  Meaare.  FeatherstonhBugh  and  Madge  is  even  less  in  conformity  to  the 
temw  of  the  Ueiity.  In  urder  to  Tinil  inouiitainii  to  form  u  port  of  it  tliey  are  com- 
pelled to  Ku  M^uth  iA  the  source  of  bntncbca  wf  the  reuvlj»co1;  thence  frum  tnonn- 
tains  lorg  well  known,  at  tlir  stnircrN  of  the  AllrgUAsh,  a-cU  laid  down  on  the 
rejected  map  of  Mr.  Johnson,  it  beoomea  enlflORled  in  the  stream  of  the  Arckostoolt, 
which  it  crosses  more  than  once.  In  ncitlier  port  docs  it  divide  waters  at  all.  It 
then,  Ml  if  to  ina.ke  itx  diKcrepanC}'  with  the  line  ileRiiecI  in  tlic  prnclamation  of  1763 
apparent,  crosMs  1li«  St.  John  and  extei)d«  to  tlie  sonth  short-  of  the  Bay  uf  Chateun. 
allhouf^h  that  inrtrumcnl  fijtcs  the  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  on  the  north 
shorts  of  the  bay.  In  this  part  of  its  course  tt  divides  waters  which  fall  into  the  nJd 
bay  from  thoK  which  fall  into  the  St.  John.  But  tlic  proclamatioa  with  wboae 
terms  this  line  is  said  to  be  identical  directs  that  the  highlands  shall  divide  waters 
which  fall  into  the  SL  I^uTcncv?  from  thoM;  whirJi  fall  into  the  sex  If  the  brancbea 
of  the  Bay  of  Ohalcurs  fidfill  the  first  cvuditimi,  which,  however,  is  denied,  the  St. 
John  miul  fulfill  the  lutlcr.  It  tlicrefnre  fnlls  into  the  Atlantic  Ocxan,  and  as  tlie 
identity  of  Die  boundary-  of  the  treaty  with  that  of  the  preclamatloii  of  17*3  and  act 
of  1774  is  admitted,  then  is  the  St.  John  an  Atlantic  river,  and  the  line  claimed  by 
the  United  Slates  fuUilli  liolh  conditions,  and  \t.  the  only  line  to  the  west  of  the 
meridian  of  the  St.  Croix  which  can  pvwibly  do  bo. 

The  choice  of  a  line  difTerent  frnm  that  piresentcd  to  the  choice  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  is  no  new  instance  of  the  uncertainly  which  bus  aScctcd  all  the  forair 
in  which  Great  Britain  baa  tugcd  her  claim. 

In  fact,  nothing  shorn  more  conchisively  the  weakness  of  the  ftrotind  on  wbleh  (be 
British  claim  rests  than  the  continual  changes  wbtcli  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
ill  order  to  found  any  feasible  argument  upon  it.'  In  the  discussion  of  1798  it  was 
msintained  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  that  tlic  meridian  line  must  cross  tlH  St>  John 
River;  in  the  arguvicnl  t)cfiin;  the  cnmniis^uners  tindi-r  the  fifth  article  of  the  tieaiy 
of  Ghent  it  n-as  denied  that  it  ever  could  have  been  the  inlentiou  of  the  fraswn  af 
the  treaty  of  1783  that  it  abould.  Vet  the  mouthpiece  by  which  both  arguments  wcse 
delivered  was  one  and  the  same  person.  Tlicsanie  agent  choiie  as  theterminatioaof 
what  he  ntteinplfd  to  represent  as  a  continunuK  mtige  of  hills  an  isolated  tnountaio. 
Mors  Hill;  and  llic  coiiimi.-eiiuaers  whoae  report  11  under  con.-nderation  place  a  range 
of  abraded  highlands,  "the  maximum  axis  of  elevation."  in  a  region  over  which 
British  engineers  have  pro|>o.<>ed  to  carry  a  railroad  oa  the  most  level  and  lowest  lioc 
which  exists  between  SL  Andrews  and  Quebec.^ 

On  the  other  band,  tlic  Amcricnn  claim,  based  on  the  only  practicable  interpreta- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  i;S3,ha»beeH  comri.itent  throughout:  "  Let  the  meridian  line  be 
extended  until  it  meets  the  southern  boundar^■  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  as  defined 
by  the  proclamation  of  1763  and  Uic  act  of  Parliament  of  1774." 

No  argument  ran  be  drawn  against  the  American  claim  from  the  secret  inatrac- 
tions  of  Coiigrewi  dated  Auj:ui>l,  1779.  All  that  is  ahowu  by  these  instructions  i.ttljc 
willingness  to  accept  a  more  convenient  bouiidary^one  defined  by  a  great  natural 
feature,  and  which  would  have  rendered  the  difficult  operation  of  tracittg  tbe  line 

•SeeNotc  XII.  p.  iwj. 

t  Prwpcrtui  of  St.  .\udnw»  anil  Que>«r  R^lroad.  iljAioad  Saircrof  Captatu  Vale,  tlu. 
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of  higHUnds  anil  tbat  of  dctcnninitig  the  meridiiiD  of  Uie  St.  Croix  by  astronomic 
nietbods  imnccesMry.    The  words  o(  Uie  Instnictianii  arc: 

"And  cMt  bva  linr  tnbc  dnnm  along  the  middle  of  the  St,  John  from  \\n  aonrce 
to  iu  mouth  iu  thr  Bay  uf  ruiuly,  or  \>y  u  lin«  tu  Ve  Kttlcd  un<l  atljtulcd  between 
tbttt  pait  of  the  State  of  UassacliiiHtts  "Smj  formerly  called  ttic  Province  of  Maine 
^oA  tbe  eolony  of  Novn  Seotia,  sgreeAbly  to  their  rc*p«clive  rightx,  eomprebcnding 
',■11  blanda  within  lo  Icaptca  of  the  ahores  of  the  t'liited  Slates  and  tyitis  bcttreen  lines 
to  h«  drawn  due  eant  from  tlie  jiointx  wliere  the  afoiVMid  boundurien  between  Nova 
Scolia  on  the  one  port  und  E»st  Tlonda  on  the  other  part  shall  respectively  touch 
the  Bay  of  I'lindy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean. " 

The  propoaot  in  the  first  attematii-e  was  to  appearance  a  perfectly  fair  one.  From 
da  catimatc  made  by  Dr.  Tiarlis,  the  astronomer  of  Gnat  Britain  under  the  fifth 
■rticleof  the  trrnty  of  Ghent,  in  confonnily  with  directiansfrotu  Colonel  Barclay,  the 
British  conumseiooer,  it  nits  ascertMiied  lliat  the  whole  dixptited  territory  contained 
■0.705  square  mites;  thnt  the  territory  boumled  hy  the  St.  John  to  its  month  con- 
tallied  707  •qnaie  miles  less,  or  9.998  square  miles.  The  difference  at  the  time  was 
•  probably  believed  to  be  iuecitBtble.  The  first  altcnwtivc  was.  however,  rejected  by 
GR«t  Brimin,  an<l  obviuuidy  on  Kround.t  contiectcil  with  a  dilTcrence  in  .tuppoaed 
adTsnlage  between  the  two  jiroposition*.  The  American  cnmmiiauoner^  were  nnlis- 
ficd  tbnt  they  conld  urge  nn  legal  claim  ntong  the  coiint  beyun<l  Uie  river  St.  Croix; 
they  therefore  treated  on  the  other  alternative  in  their  instructions — the  admitted 
limits  between  MnsaachusettA  and  Nova  Scoti;!.  Even  in  the  former  alternative. 
Nova  Scotia  would  still  have  bad  a  northwest  angle,  for  the  very  use  of  the  term 
shows  that  hy  the  St.  John  its  northwestern  and  not  the  »outhwe«teni  branch  was 
intended. 

At  that  moment,  when  the  interior  of  the  country  was  unknown,  tlie  adoption  of 
the  St.  John  as  the  boundary,  even  admitting  that  the  Walloostook,  its  aouthwesteni 
branch,  is  the  main  stream,  would  have  ^ven  to  the  United  States  a  territory  of 
more  Immediate  value  tlian  that  they  now  cUim.  For  this  very  reason  the  propo- 
rtion was  instant!}-  rejected  by  Creat  BritJiiu.  and  the  State  of  Maanaebtaetts  was 
forced  to  be  contented  with  the  distant  rejtion  now  in  debate — a  region  then  believed 
to  be  almost  inaccessible  and  hardly  fit  for  human  habitation. 

B^■en  now,  were  there  tiot  vested  prii-ate  rt^ta  on  both  sides  which  might  render 
such  a  plan  difficult  of  application,  the  undcraigncd  would  not  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend that  this  line  should  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  one  which  is  claimed  under  the 
troty  of  17S3. 

It  is  finally  obvious,  from  the  most  cursory  inspection  of  any  of  the  maps  of  the 
territory  in  question,  thnt  the  line  claimed  for  Gr^t  Britain  in  the  argument  before 
the  King  of  the  NetlicrUads  fulfills  no  more  than  one  of  the  two  conditions,  while 
that  of  31essr7>.  Fcatheiscuuliaugh  atid  Mudge  fulfills  neitlier;  and  as  the  line  claimed 
an  the  part  of  the  Ignited  States  is  denied  to  be  capable  of  meeting  the  terms  of  th* 
treaty  of  1783  hy  Great  Britain,  there  is  no  line  that,  in  cimfonnity  with  tlic  Britiab 
arj^ment.  c«n  be  drawn  within  the  ditiputed  territory  or  its  vicinity  that  will  comply 
with  either  of  the  coaditiotu.  This  is  as  well  and  as  distinctly  shon-n  in  the  map 
of  Mitchell  as  in  tbc  map  of  the  British  commiwion.  It  would  therefore  appear,  if 
these  views  tie  correct,  thnt  the  Tranters  of  the  treaty  of  r78}  went  through  tlie  sol- 
emn fsrce  of  blading  their  respective  Goveramenla  to  a  boundary  which  they  well 
knew  did  not  and  tould  not  csisl. 

v.— «ORTBWEST  BRAD  07  COHBIECTICOT  RIVBB. 

The  true  mod*  of  flctcrmiriing  the  most  northwesterly  of  any  two  ifiven  points 
need  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  discu^siou.  It  has  already  been  a  mutter  adjudicated 
and  aiktented  to  hv  txilli  Governments,  in  the  case  of  the  l.ake  of  the  WoodfL  The 
point  to  be  considered  m.  most  to  the  northwest  in  that  which  a  mier  laid  on  a  map 
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dnn-n  accordiug  to  Merotlor's  projeciion  in  ■  tlirecUoii  tiorthcsit  and  aoutliireat 
and  moYcd  panllcl  to  itaelf  tomrd  the  notthwMt  wenid  last  toodi.  In  Uiis  t-ieir 
of  the  aubject  the  Butcm  Branch  of  the  Connccticat.  which  fonna  the  lake  of  that 
tume,  is  excluded,  for  it&  source,  so  far  from  lying  to  tb«  noitbwestof  tboaeof  the 
athcr  two  brunches  vrhicli  have  liecncsplored,  actu*ll_v  licstothcssmUiodheaource 
of  the  Inilian  Stream,  The  question  must  thereturv  lie  l>etwcen  the  two  olben,  and 
it  in  iw  ycL  impossible  to  decide  which  of  them  is  best  entitled  to  the  epithet,  aa  their 
•ources  lie  yvrf  newly  in  the  same  northeast  and  aoutliwcst  rhcnab  line.  Another 
circumstance  would,  however,  render  the  iledsion  between  ibcra  easy.  The  (orty- 
fifth  parallel  of  tatllnde,  as  ln-id  out  by  the  tturveyon  of  the  Provincen  of  Quebec  and 
New  York  in  coufomuity  with  the  ptodanutiun  of  1763,  ctuoaea  HaUl  Stream  ahon 
its  junction  willi  the  united  current  of  the  other  two.  In  this  cue  the  latter  ia  the 
Counectii;ut  River  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  HalU  Stream,  which  has  not  yet  joised 
it.  must  be  excluded.  The  pornllcl,  aa  oorrecicd  by  the  united  operations  of  the 
British  and  American  astronomers  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  tteaty  of  Ghent, 
docs  not  touch  Bnlla  Stream,  and  the  Connecticut  River,  to  which  it  is  produced,  ia 
the  united  current  of  the  three  ktieatna.  If,  then,  the  corrected  parallel  should 
become  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Provinces,  Halls 
Stream  must  become  one  of  those  the  claim  of  whose  source  to  (he  title  of  the  north- 
weslernmost  head  of  Connecticut  River  is  to  be  examined.  And  here  it  may  be 
suggMted,  nltbough  with  the  hesitfltion  that  is  natural  In  impeaching  such  hi£;h 
autliorily,  tlut  tlic  conimissiouera  under  the  fiflli  oniclc  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  in  all 
probability  misconstrued  that  inatjnmcnt  wlim  thry  reopened  the  question  of  the 
forty-fifth  porallcL  It  can  not  be  said  that  tlie  forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude  had  "iw/ 
been  surveyed,"  when  it  is  notorious  that  it  had  been  traced  and  marked  throuffhout 
the  whole  extent  from  St.  Regis  to  the  bank  of  the  Cooncctient  River. 

In  slwlying,  for  the  jiurpooc  of  illuatiatton,  the  hi^ttny  of  thb  port  of  the  boundary 
line  it  will  be  found  that  a  change  was  made  in  it  by  the  Quebec  act  of  1774.  The 
proclamatinii  of  1763  directs  tlic  forty-fifth  parallel  to  be  continued  only  until  it 
ncets  hlxhlands.  white  iu  that  bill  the  Connecticut  River  is  made  the  boundary  of 
the  Provitice  of  Qneliec,  Now  the  earlier  of  iheM:  inatranents  was  evidently  founded 
upon  the  l-Veuch  claim  to  extend  thvir  posnesaioa  of  Canada  to  leagues  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  and  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec,  looking  to  tlie  soiilh,  are  seen 
mountains  whence  rivers  flow  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  On  their  opposite  slope  there 
was  a  probability  that  streams  might  flow  to  the  Atlantic  These  mountains,  liow* 
ever,  are  viaitily  *c|wrated  from  those  over  which  tlie  line  claimed  by  tlie  United 
Ststea  runs  by  a  wide  gap.  This  is  the  valley  of  the  Chaudierc;  and  the  St  Pnncia 
also  rises  on  the  aouthcvitcm  side  of  theac  mountains  and  makes  its  way  throngfa 
theui.  It  is  not,  therefore,  in  any  sense  a  dividing  ridge.  Vet  under  the  p(ochi- 
mation  ol  1763  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  claimed  and  were 
entitled  to  the  territory  lying  behind  it,  which  i.i  cuverv<l  by  their  royal  cbartcia. 
The  Quebec  act.  it  would  appear,  was  intended  to  divest  them  of  it,  and  aecofd- 
ing  to  the  construction  of  the  treaty  of  17S3  now  contended  for  the  United  States 
acquiesced  In  this  diminution  df  the  territory  of  those  membent  of  the  Union.  If, 
however,,  it  be  true,  ss  uuuutaiiied  by  Messrs.  Fcathcrstonhaugh  und  Mudge,  that 
the  highlands  Ken  to  the  south  of  Quebec  are  a  portion  of  the  ridge  accn  from  south- 
east to  northeast,  and  if,  as  they  maintain,  so  deep  and  wide  a  valley  as  that  of  the 
3t.  John  is  no  disruption  of  the  continuity  of  highlandt,  it  would  be  poaaiblc  to  allow 
Uiat  the  highlamU  uf  the  treaty  of  178^  are  made  up  of  these  two  ridges  of  mount^na 
and  that  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  eastern  townships.  This 
range  of  highhuiilH  would  coincide  with  the  terms  uf  tlie  jirocluuuttion  of  1763  by 
terminating  on  the  tioith  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chalcurs,  while  the  abraded  highland* 
of  Messrs.  Feather*tonhaugh  and  Mwtge  teruiinalc  on  its  Kmth  shore.  In  fact  there 
la  no  step  in  their  argumcni  which  might  not  be  adduced  to  support  this  cUim,  nor 
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•ay  Kpp«rci)t  abcunlitj'  Ln  preferring  it  which  would  not  find  its  panllfl  ia  one  or 
ocbcr  of  the  podtioiu  Uicy  ftasutnt. 

In  this  view  of  the  bistovy  of  this  part  of  the  liop  it  be«niic§  evident,  however, 
that  in  dircating  Uk  Frovincc*  of  New  York  Ktid  New  IlMmpshirc  bj-  the  {Quebec  act 
of  Icmtory  admitted  to  belong  to  theiu  in  the  proclamation  of  1763  the  Britiah  Par> 
liametit  mu«t  hftre  intended  to  make  the  eocroachment  aa  small  as  poaaJble,  and  the 
fint  importuit  bmach  of  the  Coanecticnt  met  nilli  in  tracing  the  fony-Sfth  parallel 
tniMt  have  been  intended.  ThU  iatenlton  b  fully  borne  onl  by  tlie  words  of  the 
tnatjr  of  17S3.  which  choM  from  among  the  branches  of  the  Cooaccticut  that  Hho» 
•ounx  Li  farthest  to  the  nortliwesL 

It  baa  therefore  b««n  ahow^  in  the  foregoing  itatea>ent — 

I.  That  the  river  to  be  coa»idcred  aa  the  St.  Croix  and  its  true  aource  liave  bcea 
de«ignate<I  by  a  solemn  act.  to  which  the  good  failh  of  the  majesty  of  Great  Britaia 
and  of  the  people  of  the  Vnitcd  States  it  pledged,  and  can  not  sow  be  dictiubed. 

a.  That  the  boundary  line  muat,  in  coniiiliance  with  the  proi-I^as  of  the  treaty  of 
178},  be  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  Cbst  river,  and  in  no  other  directioo 
w^tev«T. 

3.  That  the  noithweaC  angle  of  Kova  Scotia  was  a  point  suilidcntly  known  at  the 
date  of  the  aeaty  of  1783  to  be  made  the  starting  point  of  the  boundar>'  of  the  United 
State*;  that  it  was  both  described  to  the  treaty  and  defined,  without  being  named 
In  pm-iotui  oAcial  acta  of  the  llritith  Government,  In  ao  fordble  a  uianner  that  no 
difficolty  need  have  existed  in  finding  it. 

4.  Tbat  the  line  of  bighlanda  claimed  by  the  United  States  b,  as  the  argmncnt  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  has  maintained  it  ought  to  be.  In  a  muuQtjtiDous  region, 
while  that  propoccd  by  Messrs.  Featherstonbatigh  and  Mudge  docs  not  pooKat  thia 
duuacter:  that  it  is  also,  in  the  Knw  uniformly  maintained  by  the  United  States,  the 
height  of  land,  which  tbat  of  Messrs.  Pcathenitoinhangh  and  Mudge  ia  not;  that  It 
fnUUa  ia  every  sense  the  conditions  of  the  iiroclamation  of  1763,  the  Quebec  act  of 
1774.  and  the  treaty  of  1783.  which  no  other  tine  that  can  poedbly  be  drawn  ia  the 
territory  is  qncstion  ooi  perform. 

5.  Tbat  as  far  as  the  Indian  Stream  and  that  flowing  through  Lake  Connecticut 
Bie  concemed,  the  source  of  the  former  must  in  the  sense  eatablislieiL  by  the  aaxent  o( 
both  partlea  be  conaidored  ^  the  norUivrestern  source  of  the  Connecticut  River,  faut 
that  if  the  old  demarcation  of  the  forty-fifth  parallel  be  disturbed  the  question  must 
lir  between  the  source*  of  ilalU  and  of  Indian  atreanu. 

AU  which  b  rc^cctfnlly  submitted.  ..g  rhNWICE 

JAMES  D.  GRAHAM. 
A.  TALCOTT, 

Comm  iiiionen. 

Noitl. 
(TrcBlr  of  iTM.  AjtkU  T.] 

Whereas  doubts  hare  arisen  what  river  was  truly  intended  under  tlie  name  of 
fbe  river  St.  Croix  mentioned  in  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  and  forming  n  part  of  the 
boundary  therein  dacribcd,  that  queation  shall  be  referred  to  the  final  decision  of 
CM&miccioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  vii; 

One  ooratntfifiioner  sliall  be  named  by  His  Majesty  and  one  by  the  Preudent  of  the 
tWled  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consentof  the  Senate  thereof,  and  the  nld 
two  commiffiiiineni  shall  agree  on  the  choice  of  a  thinl,  or,  if  they  can  not  ao  agree, 
tbey  shall  each  propose  one  person,  and  of  the  two  names  so  proposed  one  shul  be 
drnm  by  lot  In  the  [iroence  of  Uie  twu  onKiiial  coTimii?>sioiti:rs:  nitd  Mic  three  com- 
niiMJiiiu  II  BO  appointed  shall  be  jiwomi  iinn-irtinlly  m  (■:(iiiiiinr  iiitii  ilrddc  the  said 
qUMClon  according  to  such  evidence  as  shall  respectively  be  laid  before  them  on  tbe 
fart  «(  tbe  Briti^  Government  and  of  the  United  Sutcs.  thm  said  commiasioncn 
■ball  meet  at  lUlil.ix.  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  tucb  other  place  or  plaCH 
as  they  sbsH  thinlc  fit.     They  dull  have  powertoappointaeecrctary  and  toemploy 
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Mich  aurrerors  or  other  persona  as  tbcy  ahall  judec  necesauy.  The  said 
nioacrs  hIuuI,  by  a  (Jeclaiation  under  their  hanoa  ftad  *eal>t  decide  what  river  is  thi. 
rircr  St.  Croix  intended  b>'thc  ticot^.  Tlic  said  dccUmtion  iholl  oontain  ft  docrip- 
tion  ai  X\\tf  Mud  nvcr  cmA  chAll  particiilAriu^  Ulc  latitude  naA  longitude  of  tl«  mouUl 
and  of  its  boutcc.  Duplicates  of  this  declaration  and  <rf  the  statemcnta  of  thetr 
HccouutB  atid  of  the  journal  of  th«ir  {iroceedings  iJtall  be  deUii<m^  bj*  them  to  the 
agc^t  uf  \l\fi  Majt-Kty  and  tu  the  Agent  of  the  United  StatPR  who  may  be  respectively 
appointed  and  aiithoru«<t  to  nmniigc  the  biisincwon  behalf  of  the  rcsMCtite  GoTern- 
menu.  And  both  parties  a^cc  to  consider  such  dedaion  as  fiual  and  conclusive,  so 
lu  that  the  Mme  shall  ncy^r  thereafter  be  called  Into  question  ur  tuttlc  thc«tbjcctaf 
dispute  or  difference  between  them. 

Note  It. 

Declaration  of  the  commissioners  under  the  iifth  nrticlc  of  tlie  treaty  of  1794 
between  the  Uuited  States  aod  (".real  Britain,  rijspccliu^  the  true  river  St,  Croix,  by 
Thomas  Barclav,  l>avid  Howell,  and  ERbtrt  UcnHjii,cumiiiis»iouvrsaj>]ioiiilcd  in  pur- 
suance of  the  tiitb  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  nam^tiou  hctwcen 
Hia  BrrtanTiio  Majesty  and  the  Uniterf  Statrs  of  America  finally  to  decide  (he  qnes- 
tion  "  Wliat  river  was  truly  intended  under  the  nnme  of  the  river  St.  Croix  mentioned 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  His  Ma  jesty  and  the  United  States,  &iul  forming  a 
of  the  buundary  thereiu  desicribed?"  , 
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We,  the  said  comntiaei oners,  hariug  been  sworn  impartially  to  examine  and  decide 
the  said  <iuestiou  according  to  such  evidence  na  should  respectively  be  laid  before  ns 
on  the  part  of  thi.-  Ilritiah  Govenunent  aud  of  tlie  United  Statfev  respectively,  appointed 
and  nufhorixed  to  ninnnfj^  the  bufiiness  on  bdmlf  of  the  respective  CovernmeatA, 
have  deci.iif!,  ami  h<*M*liy  dtuhvidp,  thr  riviT  hireinafter  particolarly  daacribed  and 
meutioued  to  be  the  rii.er  truly  intended  tmdcr  the  name  of  the  river  St.  Croir  in 
the  said  treaty  of  pi-.ict,  and  fuming  a  port  of  the  bouadary  therein  described;  t^tia 
to  SB}',  the  mouth  of  Ibc  H.-iid  rivrr  ih  in  PaMammiucKhh'  Hay  at  a  point  of  land  called 
Joes  Point,  about  i  mile  uorlliward  from  the  nortlicru  jiart  of  St.  .\ndrewa  Island. 
anri  in  the  latitude  of  45'  5'  und  5"  north,  and  iti  the  longitude  of  67'  la'  and  30"  west 
from  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  in  Great  Sritain,  and  %°  54'  and  15" 
cast  from  Harvard  College,  in  the  University  of  Cambridrc,  ia  the  State  of  Maaaa- 
chuaetts;  and  Uie  course  of  llie  said  river  up  from  it*  said  mouth  is  northerly  to  a 
pointof  land  cillcd  the  Devil*  Ileai!;  then,  turning thesaid point,  imaterlytowhete 
It  divides  into  two  BtrrJimu,  the  one  conring  from  the  weatward  and  the  other  from 
the  northward,  hnving  the  Indian  name  of  Chcputniitecook,  or  Chebuiteoolc,  as  the 
same  may  be  variously  spelt;  then  up  tlie  said  stream  so  co4iiint(  froui  the  north- 
ward to  its  source,  which  is  at  a  Ktake  ncir  a  ycllciw -birch  tree  hoope<l  with  iron  and 
marked  S.  T.  iind  J.  11.,  1797.  by  Sninnel  Titeonib  and  John  narrii*.  the  survcycn 
cmployeil  to  survey  the  abovc-mcationcd  stream  coming  from  the  northward. 
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Whereas  neither  that  jjoint  of  the  highlands  lying  dnc  north  from  the  source  dt' 
river  St.  Croix,  and  deaijjnntcil  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  lietween  the  two  poww 
as  the  northwest  amjle  of  Nova  Scotia.  m>r  the  north  westernmost  head  of  Coonecti- 
cut  River  has  yet  been  ascertained;  and  whereas  tlint  part  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  doiniuioni  of  the  two  powers  it  hitih  cxtcniit  from  tlie  source  of  tbc  river 
St.  Croix  directly  norlli  to  the  above-men ticmnl  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia; 
thence  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  Ihcmadves  Into 
the  ri\-er  St.  I^wrcucc  from  tho6c  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  north- 
westcmmoft  bead  of  Connecticut  Rin-er;  thence  down  olong  the  middle  of  that  river 
to  the  forty-Gfth  degree  of  north  latitude;  thenee  by  a  line  due  west  on  ssid  latitude 
until  it  strikes  the  nver  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  has  not  yetbecnBUrvej-cd,  it  is  agreed 
that  for  the«e  several  purpotes  two  commiuionen  shall  be  appointed,  awom,  ami 
anttaoriied  to  act  exactly  in  thr  manner  directed  with  recpect  to  those  incntioaed  in 
the  next  preceding  orlicle.  unless  otherwise  specified  in  the  present  article.  The 
taid  commiscionent  nhJill  meet  at  St.  .'Viulrews,  in  Uie  rruviucc  of  New  Bmtvwidc, 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  lo  such  othc-r  pince  or  plnre4>  as  they  shall  tUak  fib 
The  aaJdconimiaaioncTsshatl  have  power  to  ii»cen.->in  and  dciennitictlic  podnts above 
mentioned  in  confomiiiy  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  pcacc.of  17S3,  tsA 
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atiaU  caoM  tlie  booodtuy  aforcMiil,  fmn  tlic  twincc  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the  river 
Iro<iuois,  or  Catar«[uy,  to  be  Kurvcy-cil  and  tiurlccd  accvrditiK  to  the  *aid  provistonii. 
Ttic  Mild  cocniuisfrioners  Rlinll  mnlcf  a  mnp  of  tlic  taid  boui»l«ry,  mtd  annex  \a  it  a 
dcclnration  under  their  hamlt  And  Kftl«  certifviiig  it  to  be  the  true  tnap  eA  1h<-  md 
boundnry,  and  j»rtlcti]armnf{  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  northwest  nngle  of 
Nova  Scotiii,  of^thc  north wr-sternraost  head  of  Contiecticut  River,  and  of  such  other 
points  of  the  said  boundnr>'a»tliry  m.iy  drctn  proppr;  and  iKrth  purtie*  agree  to  con- 
sitler  mch  raup  ind  declaration  as  liiull^-  and  conclusively  fixing  the  aaid  boundiuy. 
And  in  the  event  of  tbo  said  tvro  commiasioncrs  diilcring.  or  both  or  either  of  thciu 
rdTusuiK,  declining,  or  willfully  omittinje  to  act,  nuch  rr;>ortB,  declarations,  or  state- 
mcntBduUbe  inadelv  tlicuiorcitlicrt^  thein,uidmich  reference  to  a  fricnitly  sov- 
crciKii  or  sUle  ahftll  be  ui^u  iu  all  rc^pccta  U  in  the  Utter  part  of  the  fourth  article 
is  ooolaioed,  and  io  u  full  a  luanuer  as  if  the  same  was  bcreui  rcpe&tcd. 

Nott  IV. 

The  point  oHfiiinally  cfaoecn  by  the  conuuissiocicrs  in  1798  as  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix  wu  to  all  appearuncc  tlic  net  of  iin  umpirv  who  wiahcd  to  reconcile  two  con- 
tendii^  claims  liy  giving  to  cjch  party  ubont  half  the  matter  io  dwputc.  No  one 
who  compares  Mitchell's  tnnp  vHtn  that  nf  Tklrtttm.  Kcalh-rrstonhaugh  and  Mudgr 
eui  fail  to  recof^nize  in  the  St.  Croix  of  the  former  the  Magaguadsvic  of  the  latter. 
That  thiH  witii  the  St.  Crois  iniendcd  by  the  Iramera  uf  the  treaty  of  1783  was  maiii- 
tjdaed,  and.  it  ttiay  be  safely  lucvrtett,  privnl  on  the  Atnerictn  side.  On  the  othri 
hand,  it  wax asccrtaiacd  that  the  river  called  St.  Croix  by  Dc  Monts  was  the  Schoo- 
disc;  and  the  ageot  of  Great  Brilmii  insisted  that  the  letter  of  the  inatruuieni  was  to 
be  received  ss  the  only  evidence,  nu  iiiatler  whut  might  liavc  ticcti  Uic  intentioiiH 
of  the  framcts.  The  American  argument  rcstcl  on  the  equity  of  the  awe,  the  Brit- 
icb  00  the  strict  legal  interpretation  of  the  document.  The  commisuoncn)  were 
dirided  in  opinion,  each  espousing  the  cauK  of  hia  country.  In  this  position  of 
tUiigi  the  umpire  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  1794  was  chosen,  and  in  the  United 
States  it  bus  always  been  believed  untorlvnaiely  (or  her  preieniiuns.  A  lawyer  of 
eniiiimcr,  who  had  re:<ched  the  seat  of  a  ^tlge,  fir>.t  of  a  St;ite  court  »nd  then  of 
a  trttiunfll  of  the  GcncTal  Governriciit.  he  pridccl  himjclf  on  bis  freedom  from 
tile  Influence  of  feeling  in  his  decisions.  A.*)  commissi  oner  for  iltc  settlement  of  the 
boundary  between  the  i^Lates  uf  New  York  utid  Vviuiuiit,  lie  had  offended  the  fonner, 
of  which  be  was  a  native,  by  admitting  tlie  claim  of  the  latter  in  its  full  extent,  and 
it  was  believed  that  he  would  rjthrr  ciicouiitrr  the  alium  of  hi«  felli>w-citii«n»  than 
run  the  rislc  of  being  charged  with  pftrtishly  toward  them.  Colonel  Barclay,  the 
British  commiaUoner.  who  concurTed  in  choosin):;  him  as  umpire,  bad  been  his 
schoolfellow  and  youthfttl  u-tsuciate.  and  it  is  lielievcd  in  the  United  States  that  he 
concurred  in,  if  he  did  not  prompt,  the  nominfttioii  from  n  knowledge  of  this  fcfttnre 
of  chancter.  Had  he.  as  is  in&inaated  bv  Messrs.  Featherstonhaiigh  and  Mudse. 
been  inclined  to  net  with  partiality  toward  liia  own  country,  he  bad  most  DUunoIe 
grotuida  for  fpving  a  verdict  in  her  favor,  and  that  he  did  not  found  his  decisions 
tq)OD  them  is  evidcttcc  of  a  determination  to  be  impartial,  which  bis  countrymca 
have  said  was  manifested  iu  a  leaning  to  the  opposite  &idc.  Those  who  (ius[>cct  him 
of  being  biased  by  improper  tnotives  miut  eitlKrr  be  ignorant  of  the  cireumsUiinces  of 
the  case  or  else  incapable  of  estteiating  the  purity  of  the  chatacter  of  Egbert  Ben- 
■on.  Hia award,  however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  queslinn,  an  it  was  ne^-er  acted 
upon.  Bothpaitieawendisaatisfied  with  the  coDchisii>us  at  which  tie  arrived,  and  ta 
eonaeqnence  a  convenliooal  line  in  which  both  concurred  was  agreed  upon,  and  the 
award  of  the  coiuniissionerx  was  no  more  than  a  formal  act  to  make  this  convention 
binding. 

If,  then,  both  Oovcmmcnts  should  think  it  expedient  to  unsettle  tlie  vested  rights 
whicli  have  arisen  out  of  the  Award  of  1798.  there  is  a  strong  and  plausible  ground 
OD  which  Uic  United  States  may  claim  the  Magagundavic  OS  their  boundary-,  nod  tho 
meridian  line  of  its  souri:c  ivill  thi'ow  the  vallcv  of  tht?  St.  John  from  Woodstock  to 
the  Grand  Falls  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mnine.  While,  therefon^  it  is 
maintained  that  it  woold  violate  good  faith  to  reof>Fn  the  question,  there  is  good 
reason  to  hnpe  thnt  an  impnrtitil  umpire  woulil  ilcciiie  it  so  as  to  give  the  United 
States  the  botutdary  formerly  claimedl 

NoUV. 

The  angle  made  b>*  the  southeni  twnrnlary  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  with  the  due 
oortb  line  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  first  ap|>eaml  in  an  Enslish  dreaa  in  the 
commission  to  tiovcmor  Wilmot.     This  waa  probably  intcnOcd  lo  be  identical  in  its 
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inianmjjwiUi  the  tcmu  in  tbc  [.atin  f:Tnnt  to  Sir  Williatn  Alcxarhlcr,  nltlKkugli  tbnv 
in  no  cvidcncr  to  that  effect.  If,  thcfcfow,  it  were  n  fiilnc  trniislnlioii,  the  ctttjt  )uu 
been  fomtintllr'i  on  tlic  stilc  of  Giral  BritAin,  and  not  oa  (hut  of  the  Unitui  State*. 
But  it  ia  not  a  false  tmnslation,  ns  tniiy  be  shown  to  the  aatisfactiou  of  the  mereit  tjrn> 
in  clasaical  Hleraltiro. 

The  wants  of  the  giant  to  Sii  Willi;un  Alexiiniler.  nt.  ([uote<l  by  Mckbk.  PcsUjct^ 
•tonhaugli  and  Sliidge.  are  u  follnn-s,  y\i-. 

**Otiincs  ct  ajugum  terras  coniinctitis  ac  insular  attuaiiu  et  jaccnles  in  Anicrica 
Intra  ^put  ncu  promontoHum  Kiiva,mfxx\\\x.v  Cap  dc SahU  ajyptJlat,  Jaccn.  prope  Utl* 
tudinab  qoadnginta  tnum  gradiiutn  ant  co circa  abcquinoctiali  linca  vcrnu  scplea- 
trioncin,  A  <|iii>  promontorio  versus  littiis  uiariii  tcitdcti.  bd  occidentcm  od  itutionmi 
&anctae  Maria.-  imviunt  vnlgo  San^martis  Bay.  VX  delnccps,  versi»  septcMrioiteiii 
per  liireetau  liiivaTti  iclroitum  kIvi-  o&titiui  miig;iix  illtua  stationia  naviiim  trajicitn. 
ijmtexi^wmt  in.  ttmi'«iieii[iik-i!i  |)1ii|^iiii  iitter  rcgiones  Suric|uomm  el  Etclicniinurum 
vii1)ju  Suriguois  ct  Jiti hi-mitirs iu\  lluviiini  viil^u  nomine  .Sawf to  CVwci'j  appellat.  E\ 
«<]  Hcatiiri^neni  remotissiinam  dve  fontem  ex  ocddentali  parte  ejusdem  qui  se  pri* 
uiuni  prcdiL'iofluviu  iuuuiscet.  Uudc  pcriuiuginarianidircctam  Iincsiu  qiue  pergen-' 
]><:r  ti-rniu)  mcu  currerc  rerMut  acptcnlriniiDin  concipieLur  ud  prarinuun  nAviuiii  xlntio- 
ucm,  fluviuni,  vet  ocuturi^nctn  in  maj^o  fturio  <lc  Canada  kk  cxoncrantcm.  Et  ab 
CO  pcrgcndo  versus  oriciitctu  per  mans  oris  littonUca  cjusdcin  fluvii  dc  Canada  w! 
fluviuni.  Ktutioncm  iiaviuiii,  portuni,  atit  littus  conunuaittr  uouiine  de  Gatbepe  veT 
Gaspoe  nottiin  ct  appellatiini.'' 

Toe  aullienUk^  L^tiii  copyuf  UiG  grant  loSir  Williiim  Alexuader,  nscommtinionted 
officially  by  Uii;  Itrilish  G<ivi-niment,  ('onti>in«no  comtnaK,  i<nd  would  lead  a*  follows: 

"  OmncB  et  ftin;^i!ii<i  terms  continent  in  ac  insnlas  sitiislas  et  jiMiltU  In  America 
intra  caput  acu  pTomoiiiuriiiiti  cumtnuiiilrr  t:^)p  ilt*  Satik-  u^pjxrlUit.    Jaceit.  pro[]e  lati- 
tudineni  quatlraKintu  tiium  grddiiitni  aule<>  rircaub  eiitiinncii'ili  lineu  wnma  aeplen- 
trioncm  a  quo  pronoiitotio  ^x-muit  littus  manti  tcudcn.  nd  ocvtdcntcm  ad  lUitionem 
Sancto:  Marine  lutviuni  ^uIgo  SaTtctniarcis  I^;r-     V.\  ilciiicep^  ^vIsus  »cplciitrio»ciiJ 
|»-r  dircetAin  Jineuiu  iiilnjituin  6ive  ustiutn  iiiH^nie  ilHiiH  ^tiilionis  iiaviuiii  Inajvcieii. 
<iuic  exi'iirrit  in  terrub  orientnleni  plaj^tn  inter  region  c^Suriduurum  et  Etteclieminorum 
TUlgo  SuriijuoiB  ei  Rteclieniitietj  k<\  ftuc-ium  vul^o  nomine  Sancts  Crudl^ipctUt.    Et 
■d  acaturigintrm  remoti^^imani  mvc  lonteni  *^^  ucatlentati  parte  ejnadem  qot  le  pri- 
viam.  predlcto  fluvio  nmniaceL     Unde  per  iiiia|piinTiiiai  ilircct^ini  ILnriLtn  cttuc  pcnrere 
pcrlenam  sen  runMeTcTsiisscptentrionpni  ti>nripietur«d  proKimam  navium  statio- 
uem  fluvium  ^tl  stBlurigincni  in  niagiiu  fluvio  di-  Canada  se»c  exoueranteui.     Ht  ab 
eo  itcrKcndo  vcmus  orfeiiterii  per  iiioris  oris  liitonilei  ejusdem  fluvii  de  Canada  ad 
duvium  ntiLlionein  luvium  purtuin  uut  liltitn  i-nmniu niter  nuininc  dc  Gatbepc  ve] 
Cuspcc  notuni  ct  np«clUtuni." 

Tltc  tmtixlfltioii  of  Mcunt.  Mudgo  and  I'catlierbtniihangh  i%  lU  follow*: 

"All  Mid  exoh  of  the  UindK  of  llie  continent  and  the  inlands  utnated  and  lying  in 
America  within  the  hmilland  or  promontory  common  Iv  called  Cape  Sable,  lyin^  near 
the  forty-thinl  degree  of  latituile  (romUie  wjuiiioctinl  lineor  thereabout;  from  ubicfa 
promoiilory  stretching  westwnrdly  towani  the  north  by  the  aeaahore  to  tlie  naval 
atadon  of  St.  Uarv,  commonly  called  St.  Matys  Bav;  from  thence  paasing  toward 
the  north  liya  jilralxlit  line,  the  entrance  or  nioulh  o{  that  gr^at  navaj  iuitioii  which 
pcnetmtcii  the  inlerior  of  the  eaatem  .ihorc  lielwi^l  the  cnuntnea  of  tlic  Suriqaoia 
asd  Btdicmina,  to  the  river  commotily  called  the  St.  Croix,  Mid  to  the  most  raaotc 
sooTCc  or  epring  of  tlic  same  on  the  wceteni  bide  ■nliicU  iii>t  uiiuKlcs  ilaclf  witli  the 
aforesaid  nver;  from  whence,  liy  an  iniftj^nury  slraigLl  line,  whicn  nuiy  l»c  Mipposed 
(eoncipietiir)  to  advance  into  the  country  or  to  nm  toward  the  north  to  the  nearest 
navnl  station,  river,  nr  spring  diKchnrj^ng  tiself  into  the  great  river  of  Canada  attd 
from  thence  advancing  toward  the  east  by  the  gulf  chores  of  the  said  river  of  Canada 
to  the  river,  naval  station,  port,  or  shore  commonly  Icnowu  or  called  by  the  name  of 
Gatbepe  or  Ga»pe. " 

The  only  American  traaslations  which  have  ever  been  presented  in  orgtUDcnt  ai* 
aa  follows : 

[TiaiMlaUoli  of  Mcaaia,  CoUalin  noij  I>»tile,  who  wmt  einriloyM  1o  prcpoK  Uir  Hatemeat  laid 
bcforrtlic  R1»Eo(  Uic  Nrthcrlnnda ] 

"  Beginnlns  at  Cape  Sable,  in  43'  nortli  latitude  or  thereabout;  extending  thesee 
wcstwnrdly  niong  the  Keiubrire  to  the  tuml  cumuionly  called  St.  Maryn  Bay;  tbcnce 
toward  the  north  by  a  direct  linr.  crox-ung  the  entrance  or  mouth  of  that  great  ship 
road  which  nina  iuto  the  eastern  tract  of  land  between  the  Icrritoriea  of  the  Soun- 
(^tioia  and  of  the  Btchemins  (Bay  of  Pundy),  to  the  river  commonly  called  St.  Croix, 
■nd  to  tbe  most  remote  sprint  ur  *mrce  which  from  tlic  western  lurt  ibcrcof  first 
mlnglet  itself  vrith  the  river  aToreuid;  and  from  theacc,  by  an  liiiaKiuarvbrectliab 
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which  nwy  be  concgiwi  to  ntrctch  thmugh  the  Und  or  to  mn  toward  the  nortb.  to 
tlie  neftKCt  rood,  rix-er.  or  spring  cmptyinc  itwlf  into  the  great  river  deCaniwU  (riwer 
St.  LnrnetM.'e):  ai)d  from  tlicncc.  proccciii ng  c&srwitnlly  nlong  the  seuhnrcs  of  the 
add  river  de  Caii»da,  tu  the  river,  road,  port,  or  sJiorc  comnionly  luunvn  and  called 
\'\xj  the  name  of  Qithepe  or  C«qx." 

[TniMlatMi"  of  Mr.  Bradley.  (lieAneticBitatefiltuider  the  nflhaiticleot  Ihelrektyof  tiheiiL) 

■•Brthietcnor  of  this  our  present  charter  ■»€  do  give,  Rratit,  and  convey  tu  the  iwid 

Sir  William  Alexander,  his  heirs  or  aanigiu,  nil  and  mpgular  the  lands  of  the  coii> 

ilincnt  and  islands  situated  nod  Iving  iti  Amcricn  within  the  hmdlnnd  or  protnon- 

Mocy  CDOnKnly  called  Cape  Sable,  King  ne^*  the  IntitiTdc  of  4J°  ^r  thrrriihonl.  from 

AeequlBOCtial  line  toward  the  fkorth;  &om  which  proiiioT]tor\- ttretdiitig  townnl  the 

diore  of  the  sea  to  the  west  to  the  rood  <A  ships  ootninoiUycatlctI  St.  Murk's  Bay,  and 

then  tim-iinl  the  north  by  a  direct  line,  CTOfiaing  the  entrance  or  nioutii  oV  that  Rr«it 

|iQftdofKhi|w  which  raiM  into  the  eaitem  trad  of  land  between  the  tcnitoTieiitn  ilie 

I  Soariqaois  and  the  Etchciuins,  to  the  ri»cr  callt^l  by  Uic  niunc  of  SI.  Croix,  and  to 

the  nioat  remote  spriiif  or  fountain  from  thewcslem  pnrt  thereof  which  first  mingles 

ttartf  with  the  liv-er  uforvsaid;  whence,  by  an  imaginary  direct  line,  which  may  be 

conceived  to  %<■>  through  fx  nm  toward  the  n<>rlh,  tv  tlie  neureeil  ruwl  of  ship»,  nver, 

|«r  sprine  emptying  itxlf  into Uic  great  river  of  c.iiindn;  and  (romthent^  proceeding 

)  toward  rtic  east  hj-  the  shorea  of  the  »ca  of  the  «iid  river  of  Canadn  to  the  river,  road 

^  tX  ahips,  or  shore  commonly  known  and  called  by  the  lume  of  Cacliepc  or  Caape." 

But  the  tnuulationa  of  the  Americans  were  merely  for  form's  uilie.  as  tlie  original 

I^tin,  in  a  "»py  fuminhecl  frnni  11  RritiKh  public  i>mce.  waa  laid  before  the  King  of 

the  Netherlands;  ami  no  fear  need  have  been  felt  thW  Ihe  umpire  would  not  have 

been  aUe  to  judge  whether  tlic  Iranslations  were  tmc  or  not.     It  was  rather  lo  be 

rfatfened  that  he,  in  exmnining  a  (|ueMioti  Mihuiitted  in  a  larucuage  foreign  to  him, 

l^would  have  found  the  Latin  quite  aa  intcltigiUe  as  the  Engliui.    This  examination, 

\  IwwtTM.  ia  wholly  superfluous. 

Prom  whatever  source  tlic  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1783  derived  their  view  of 

the  boundary,  that  instrument  directs  that  it  shall  be  a  dne  north  line  from  the  souree 

'of  the  rixiY  St.  Croix.     Tbia  expreaaion  in  too  ilefinlte  lo  require  explanittion  or  illna- 

Ltntion,  and  itisonly  for  those  purposes  that  any  other  instrument  csn  be  permitted 

I' to  be  quoted. 

tn  tnt  paflRjm  referred  to  the  words  "  vcrxus  aeptentrionem  "  ot-cur  three  times, 
ud  in  two  of  tli'-  ini^anoes  are  qualified  bv  the  context  in  such  manner  as  to  leave 
DO  pooiibtc  douD.  \s  to  the  meaning.  Ttie  first  time  Ihcy  occnr  the  words  of  the 
paJSB^  arc,  "P'^'P'I  Lit'tudinem  quadmginta  Iriuin  vruduum  aut  eo  iHrca  i-cnius 
aeptentrionem.  The  free  translation  into  modem  idiom  is  beyond  doubt,  "near 
toe  forty-third  degree  of  north  latitude  or  thereabout;"  and  the  aifection  toward  the 
north  must  be  along  »  neridi;>n  liiir  011  which  latitude  ia  measured,  or  dvie  north, 
Meaan.  Madge  and  Featherstonhaiigh.  instead  of  connecting  in  their  tranxlatioii  tite 
l*«tls*'ver«ii«aepteiilrionem"witli  tht-w(inl»"propL-  luiitmiinirm.'ctc.,  with  which 
tbey  stand  in  jnxtapocition  in  the  l..atin  text  which  they  quote,  connect  them  with 
the  wocda  "ad  occidentem  lendentein,"  which  occur  in  the  next  clause  of  the  sen* 
tetkcc,  e\«n  according  loUteirown  puuciuatiim.  We  note  this  aan  fabc  tranalntion, 
although  it  dors  not  touch  the  point  in  dinpute.  Tliry  have,  indeed,  nttemplcd  to  use 
it  in  their  aivumcnt;  but  even  if  the  use  tlicy  maltc  of  it  had  been  succx^sftd  their 
infcrcaoca  fall,  because  drawn  from  erroneous  premiaca, 

The  second  clause  in  winch  the  words  occur  ia  as  follows:  "Ad  stationem  naviuid 
Saneto^  Mariic  vulgo  St.  Mnrya  Bay,  et  delnce^  versus  aeptentrionem  per  dirrclam 
Ittiram  intrnituOT  eivc  oatitrnimagBSB  illinsstationis  navium  trnjicicntc-m,"'  etc.  "ad 
fluvium  vulgo  nomine  Sanctie  Cmcis  appellatum."  Here  the  line,  nllhougli  directed 
to  be  drawn  toward  the  north,  is  atw>  directeil  lobe  drawn  between  lwi>givcn  pnnU, 
end  it  is  clesii  that  under  the  double  ihrection,  if  they  should  differ  from  each  other. 
tbe  position  of  the  given  points  most  govern,  and  the  line  be  traced  from  one  of  them 
lotM  Other,  no  matter  wiiat  may  be  Uieir  l>caring!i. 

The  last  time  llie  words  occur  1.1  after  tht^  direction  that  the  line  shall  paw  up  the 
SL  Croix  and  to  the  moat  remote  western  &xiringor  fountain  of  that  stream,  "unde 
pet  itnaginariani  lint^m  directam  qujv  pergviv  per  lerraui  ^eu  currere  versus  aep- 
tentrionem coiicipietur."  Here  alone  csu  any  doubt  eaisl  as  to  the  raeaning  of  the 
terms,  and  tliat  i.«  eiudly  solved. 

The  Imir-dary  pointed  out  in  the  iuKtnitnenl  is'"BHch  as  maybe  conceived  to  go  or 
run  toward  ihe  north  hy  (per)  a  direct  (directam)  line.'*  Now  a  direct  line  toward 
the  north  Ckn  be  no  oUier  tnau  a  nieridlaii  line.  Had  it  been  merely  a.  straight  line  ol 
TagrienortherlydJreclion  which  wj"  meant,  reilmn.  the  iisnal  expression  foranintIi«- 
natical  straight  line,  would  have  been  used  instead  of  diret4atn.    It  is.  niorcm-er,  to  be 
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omuldeced  that  the  Romans  lud  names  botli  for  lb«  northeast  and  northwest  poJntB 
of  the  amipun,  and  tKnt  Iht  rxprcsaion  "  vrniis  K.-ptentrionMii "  in  itti  ntnnt  vwne 
^ipticBtjon  ooud  not  pnssiMy  Im\-c  Admittcil  of  n  Hrvintinn  of  more  tlijin  two  points 
on  cither  hand.  Had  the  direction  intended  deviated  aicic  than  that  amount  ftom 
the  true  tiorth,  the  L,nttn  term  correspond  in;;  lo  nvitheMt  Of  northwest  must  have 
liecn  used.  Nor  ><  tliU  a  m.>tl«r  of  En<.-re  simtiiso,  for  in  a  f)a&Aaj:;e  intmeili.it«l>*  fol- 
Inwiiip  iluit  which  has  Ih-mi  iiuoipd  the  din-'ftion  Uinmgh  Uu-  Gulf  of  Si.  Ijiwience 
toward  Cape  Brrtrni  isricnotal  lij-  tlie  term  "verwus  Enronotiitn,"  Irai-ing  no  I><ms<- 
bilit}r  of  doubt  that  h^  thelinediTertedtobedravrnfrom  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
beeu  inlentlcd  to  have  a  nunhivcstem  bearing  the  appropriate  lAtin  words  wo<nld 
have  hcen  cmploynl. 

It  in,  hesides,  to  be  recollected  that  tJir  instrument  w»*  drawn  \jj  a  penon  uaii^ 
babitually  and  thinking  in  a  modern  idiom,  tiiid  that  in  tlBUslatin^  the  BnglisS 
wonlsdue  ntrtlh  into  l^aiin  no  other  jmssiblc  i-si>rra(iion  muld  anggcst  itacU  diaii  the 
one  employed,  Such,  then,  was  the  Bon-^c  upjirvpriatel}'  ){iren  to  the  Latin  wocds, 
fost  in  the  commiiwion  of  Governor  Wilniot  iin<l  his  succeaeiors,  goveruor^  of  Not-« 
ScotiA,  And  !tiih))equently  in  the  ei^mmincinn  of  nil  the  goreniors  of  New  BmsAwic^k 
from  the  time  tliat  it  was  erected  iuto  n  province  until  the  question  was  referred  lo 
the  King  <i(  the  NcUierland*.  In  Uii«  reference,  although  a  tranilatioii  wos  given 
in  the  Ahiericiin  nrjriinient.  it  was  not  »n  quotnl  hy  Meiwrfi.  Feathcntonhaugh  and 
Mudge,  but  was  in  the  words  which  have  already  been  cited. 

Connected  with  tliis  subject,  althoitgb.  like  it,  wholly  irrelevant,  is  another  con- 
cluidon  which  Mctsrs.  Mud){e  and  Feauiersiotihaujjh  aiiempl  to  draw  frain  the  auke 
grant  to  Sir  Wtlliani  Alexander.  That  charter  direct*  the  line  "  versus  wptentri^ 
nem"  to  be  produced  "iid  proximam  nnvitun  stationctn,  ftiivium,  Tel  scsturiginna 
in  magno  fluvio  de  Canada  scsc  exoncrantcm."  It  can  hardly  he  credited  that, 
although  a  literal  translation  of  this  passage  is  given,  including  the  whole  of  the 
three  terms  naval  station,  river,  or  spnng,  that  it  is  attempted  to  limit  the  meaning 
to  the  first  expression  only,  and  to  infer  that  as  Quebec,  in  their  opinion,  is  the  finA 
navnl  station  Above  G^pe  on  the  St.  Lai^-t\rncc,  the  line  "  vontus  iwptentrionem  "  was 
Intended  to  be  drawn  toward  that  place,  but  that  as  "spring"  is  also  mentioned  the 
line  must  stop  itt  tlie  source  of  the  Cbaudiere.  Now  it  has  been  uniformly  maintained 
hv  British  uuthoritics.  and  most  strongly  in  tlic  discussion  which  ptccoled  the  War 
of  I7,s6,  that  Nova  Scotia  eileiidoi  to  the  Si.  Lawrence.  The  boutidarv  of  Sir  Wil- 
li-im  Alexander's  grant  wn.'i  therefure  to  \tc  changed  from  a  geographical  line  to  ii 
water  course  as  soon  as  it  met  with  one,  nnd  the  ai^arcDtly  usctcss  verbiage  was 
introduced  to  mcctcrcry  possible  contingency.  Sujtpoaing,  however,  that  it  did  not 
extend  so  far,  the  northwest  angle  of  bis  Nova  Scotia  will  be  where  the  meridian  line 
of  theRt.  Croix  crosses  the  Beaver  Stream  rmtuinginlo  Lake  Johnson,  only  a  mile  tA 
the  north  of  the  point  maintained  by  llie  .\ineriMn  claim  to  be  stich. 

Tlie  lUAp  of  L'R^cnrhot,  quoted  by  MeMrs.  Mudge  and  Featherstonhaugh,  illua- 
traies  txith  this  poiTit  and  the  second  instance  in  which  the  term  "  versus  septentrio- 
nem  "  la  employed.  On  that  nmp,  due  iiorUi  nf  the  Bay  of  St.  Marys,  a.  den  inlet  ol 
the  Ray  nf  iNmdy  is  repiettentcd,  anri,  continuing  in  the  Nimc  direction,  a  deep  inlet 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  figured.  The  latter  docs  not  exist,  but  tliis  map  shows  that 
it  was  believed  to  exist  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  must  be  the  "statio  iuvium"ot 
that  instrument. 

This  iiilci  of  tlic  Bay  of  Fundy  occupies  the  position  of  the  St.  John,  which  ia 
almost  due  north  by  the  most  recent  dctcnDinntion  from  St.  Marys  Bay.  and  is  so 
represented  on  their  own  map.  That  tlic  St.  John  was  by  mbukkc  arising  from  this 
cause  tiiken  for  the  St.  Crvix  in  the  charter  to  Alexander  i>  obvious  from  its  being 
described  a.s  lying  between  the  territories  of  tlic  Rtahcniiti  and  Si>uri<:]UoU.  Now 
Ktchemin,  or  cnnoe  itien,  i*  the  name  given  by  the  Micmne  Indians  to  tlie  race  of 
the  Abenalcis,  from  their  skill  in  the  management  of  the  eanoe;  und  this  race  haa 
alwavs  inhabitetl  the  river,  whi.-ncecine(jftht--irtrilvfi  in  mill  called  St-  John's  IndiaiM. 
Thelangnntjeof  thistrilie,  JilthoiigluheyhBVe  lived  apart  for  many  years,  is  still  peF> 
fectly  intelligible  b\' the  Indians  of  tlie  F^iobscot,  and  those  in  the  service  of  the  cofB< 
mlauou  coiiverseit  with  perfect  ease  with  the  Imliiins  of  Tobltjur,  Maunchusrtta, 
then,  was  right  in  claiming  to  the  St.  John  ns  the  eastcni  limit  of  the  gr^nt  to  Sif 
William  A  Icxatulcr,  being  tlic  stream  ui)den<to<Klauil(IeM:ribed  in  it  under  the  name  of 
St.  Crois,  and  wholly  diffcrtHt  i"rom  the  riwr  ktiuwn  In  tlic  l-'rench  under  that  name. 
If,  therefore,  (irtat  Britain  should  ijwist  that  the  r|iic.->tioii  in  relntion  to  the  St.  Ovix 
shall  he  rcdpt-nt-d.  the  United  States  would  hr.  nhlc  lo  ni.iiiilnin  in  the  vciv  temutof 
the  original  grant  to  Alexander  (on  which  the  llntish  argument  in  1797  rested)  that 
the  St.  John  is  the  St.  Croix,  and  tlie  boundary  will  be  that  river  to  its  most  north- 
wetiern  source,  the  A%lierl>isb.  which  tknvi.  iiitoihcu}iperendof  I^ke  TemisconaU. 
Nova  Scotia  will  then  have  recovered  licr  lost  norUiwest  angle,  which  can  not  be 
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(oanH  in  any  of  the  man^r  aliopes  undtr  wbicb  the  BHtuih  ailment  has  been  prv- 
•^-tiii'-I.  .-ilUiottgb  it  focnu  tbc  place  of  bcgioning  of  wbat  \-i  called  a  great  to  ihc 
I'liiiMi  Suics. 

Note  VI. 

The  fact  that  a  line  (iKiwn  from  llio  source  of  the  Kcnntbec  In  Hi*  motilh  of  the 
Cbaodtere  or  Ihcrtabout  must  b«  one  of  the  boundAry  line*  of  the  grant  to  the  Duk« 
of  York  tuw  not  eftcnpul  the  nntire  of  Mr^iRm  Fcathrrstonhauefc  nn^l  Mti<Igv;  but 
they  have  not  dcrivwlthe  tnie  result  from  this  discovery,  Tlie  Kennebec  being  the 
wotem  limit  uf  llie  Krant.  the  tine  in  question  bounds  the  territory  \>n  the  aouttmcst, 
while  they  infer  tliHi  it  bouniH  it  on  the  northeart.  In  milking  tliii  infrnc-ncc  thry 
appear  to  bavc  forgotten  th&t  the  St.  Croix  is  the  eastern  bouiiiltir>'  of  the  gruiil.  By 
Ibur  arnuncnt  the  grant  to  tbc  Duke  of  YoiV  13  tiluttcd  wholly  frum  the  uiap,  or, 
ntheri  ueoomca  s  Bi&tbematical  Uae  vbich  is  absurd. 


Nott  VI L 

ITo  name  which  has  ever  been  applied  to  any  pan  of  Korth  America  is  ait  vaipie  u 
Out  of  Aciulie.  The  charter  to  Ik  UonLi  in  ]'6n4  extcntlvcl  from  the  fnrtitlh  to  the 
lortT-aucth  (icgrvc  of  north  latitude;  that  is  to  ny,  from  Sandy  Hook,  al  llic  mouth 
of  tnc  HtidsQii,  to  the  peninsuU  of  Nova  Scotia.  It  thcrefcn  lucUxIcd  Ne%v  York, 
Mftsof  New  Jer«ey  ana  Penn^lvnrua,  and  all  the  New  Eaglani  Stntei,  but  excluded 
the  disputed  lerrilory.  HU  settlement  wan  M  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  but  wiu 
Bptedily  mnDved  to  Port  Ruyiil,  The  latter  plncc  was  smin  aflrr  ileslroyeil  by  nn 
expedition  from  \'irgini8  under  Argall.  Vnder  the  title  derived  from  tins  conquest 
It  would  apfiear  probable  that  the  celebrated  KTsnt  to  Sir  William  Stirling  wati  made; 
but  when  nis  aventa  attempted  to  make  nett1rnicnt.t  in  the  country  they  found  that 
the  Pnncb  bod  prcocnipird  it.  Although  the  son  of  Alexander  succeeded  in  con- 
qiicritlKtllG  country  granted  tohif  father,  and  even  beyond  it  to  the  Penobscot,  it  was 
Kstoctd  to  Praacc  by  the  treaty  <A  St.  Oennalns  in  1634,  and  the  Alcxaaderw  were 
liideouiifi«d  for  the  loss  by  the  Crown  of  England. 

In  the  sabMquent  ceiuion*  to  Prance  after  its  occnpationo  by  the  armi:  of  Ma»- 
vchusettB,  and  in  its  fin;)l  cession  to  Great  Uritsiu  by  the  treaty  of  t'trecht  in  17IA, 
the  country  ceded  i*  de.icribed  as  Acaclie  or  Nora  Scotia,  with  its  ancient  bouniU 
inttn  finihui  anti^nis ).  Thr  uncertainty  arining  from  this  t-aguedimcriptton  becamv 
in  ijso  s  subject  of  controversy  between  France  and  Hnglaiid.  and  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  war  of  1756.  In  this  dlwusaion  both  parties  admitted  that 
tbc  nunes  Acadieond  Kovs  Scotia  were  convertible  bcnii.i.  Englanil  tnainluincil 
that  the  territory  thua  tuuncd  extended  to  the  St,  ]»wicccc;  tbc  Frendi.  on  the 
Other  band,  insisted  that  their  Acadie  had  never  extended  luore  than  10  leagues  front 
the  Bay  of  Fondyi  while  by  geographers,  as  quoted  by  the  British  conimisMoners, 
the  name  was  limited  to  the  peniusula  which  forms  the  present  JTovince  of  No\it 
Scotia.*  If  Acad!«  had  been  limited  to  the  north  by  the  forty-xixth  degree  of  north 
latitude.  b«  cxureaed  in  the  charter  of  De  Alonts.  that  parallel  i^  to  the  Kouth  of 
Mars  Hill.  The  British  Go\-emment,  therefore,  derives  no  title  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory from  ihi.i  source,  as  the  titleof  Maaaachu«etls  and  of  Maine  as  her  succeaaor  la 
adnulteil  lu  all  iMuiitry  nrmih  of  that  parallel. t 

It  is  i-cty  COS}-  to  tell  whnt  country  wns  actually  settled  by  the  French  as  Acadte. 
Its  chief  town  was  Port  Royal,  now  Auuapolis,  at  the  bead  of  the  Bav  of  Fundy. 
Nearly  all  tbc  settlemeut!)  vf  the  Acadiaus  were  in  that  \>iclnity,  and  tor  the  moKl 
part  within  the  peninsula. 

Fnmi  these  ftetits  they  were  removed  in  1756  by  Great  Britain,  and  to  them  a  rem- 
nant was  permitted  to  return.  The  most  western  settlement  of  Acadtans  was  on  the 
St.  John  River  ueflT  the  present  site  of  I'redericton.andno  permaneot  occupation  wa« 
ewer  made  by  tliem  of  country  west  of  the  St.  Croix.  It  in  even  doubtful  whether  the 
■ettlniMmt  ne.ir  l-'rcdcricton  waa  a  put  of  French  Aciulic,  for  it  i^cmx  to  have  liccn 
formed  by  persons  who  escaped  from  the  general  seizure  and  transponation  of  their 
countrymen. 

This  settlement  was  broken  up  in  1785,  and  its  iuhabitauta  souKbt  refujfe  at  Mada- 
wssltn;  but  it  can  not  be  pretended  that  thii:  forced  removal  of  .^cadians  subsequent 
to  tiie  treaty  of  itSj  was  an  extension  of  the  name  of  their  country.     The  whole 

■  Serwrt  at  Ffathcntaabnoitti  and  Mudnc.  p,  s. 

tn<«B  not  be  •rrimuly  pRrtccdvi]  llial  vbcn  hy  the  treaty  of  fit.  Cemuina  in  ii'Sf.  Aeadia  wt( 
iBUwed  to  France  llir  Intention  was  in  cede  to  her  the  «ilont»  nlreadv  setdrd  in  Sew  gniaawd 
r«tlbeUapU(«  of  i1i«  British  caaiin[*aioQer*w(nilil  imjily  tKni  thixint  ihr  cAtr  wrrr  it  ncxttasl 
Uwy rridcotly  consliJcT  tbt  fortr^ixtli  pstaUsl  8*  the  soutbcra  bouudary  ul  titc  Kraal  to  I>e  UaaMb 

HcRBs  It  Is  tbE  Dortbcra. 
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BrgaDxent  in  favor  of  the  Britiali  claim  founded  on  tba  limits  of  aacicnt  Acadie  Uiere. 
for«  fails: 

First.  Because  ut  Uie  inlierviit  vagneoew  of  tlie  term,  oa  which  uo  wUlcd  undct- 
•tBiidiii^wAiirverbad.aUbougb  EngUwl  hrtil  it  to  l)r«>'nonymrnis  with  Nova  Scotia 
■od  France  denied  that  it  extended  more  than  lo  leagues  from  the  Tkiv  nf  Punily. 

Second.  Because  by  its  orJKiiial  definition  in  the  ^lauttoDc  Mouts  it  cxdudatbc 
vhvie  di»ptilc<l  temtory  on  lae  ouc  bltlc;  tinil 

Third.  Uccaiuc  in  tt>  practical  fcusc,  bs  a  re^I  >cltleiucnt,  it  i»  wholly  to  the  «ut 
of  the  mcridiAu  of  the  St.  Croix,  and  this  excludes  the  whole  of  the  disputed  teni- 
tofT  on  the  other. 

The  portion  of  llie  territory  granted  to  the  Dulce  of  York,  and  which  ta  now  the 
mbiect  of  dispute,  therefuri!  can  nut  tie  claimed  oa  a  part  of  Acadie.  as  it  never  fell 
witoin  its  linuta  cither  by  charter  or  by  occupation. 


Hoie  Vr/f. 
[Rxtnn  fran  th#  awaH  of  ih«  Kin(  of  Vhr  NHhrrtanda] 


Considering  tliat  in  1763,  (765, 1773,  and  1781  it  wu  eatabUahed  that  Hov»  Seatia 
ahouiil  Ik:  bounded  nt  the  north  aa  far  uu  the  weitem  extremity  of  the  Bay  dea 
Chaleurs  by  the  sotithcni  Ixnuidaryof  the  Pn)\-ince  of  ijuebec;  Ihut  tliisdeliHiitalion 
is  agaiu  found  with  respect  to  the'l'rovince  of  Quebec  in  the  cotnnii»iou  of  the  Gov- 
ernur-Oeuenil  vi  Quebec  at  1786,  wherein  the  longua^  of  the  pToclamation  of  1761 
anil  of  the  Quebec  act  of  1774  luu  been  u>cd,  as  arm  in  the  comnii.isions  of  17&6  ana 
others  of  subsequent  dates  of  Uic  goveniors  of  New  Brunswick,  with  respect  to  the 
lut-niirntioned  Pravince.ua  well  ua  in  u  gjvai  number  of  luapa  anterior  and  poatcrior 
to  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  Ituit  tUc  f)»t  article  of  the  aaid  treaty  apccifiea  by  oaoe  Qie 
States  wlio«e  indcpctidcncc  is  «cknowIcdgcdi  but  that  tlus  mention  dOM  not  imply 
(impii^Hf)  the  entire  coincidence  of  the  boundanc«  hctween  the  two  powers,  ••  set 
Ued  bj-  the  following  titiclc,  with  the  ancient  delimitation  of  the  BriUah  Province*, 
whoiie  presrrvutlon  »  not  rauntionrd  in  tlie  trealv  of  17^3,  and  which,  owing  to  its 
continual  changes  and  the  uncertainty  which  continued  to  exist  respecting  it,  created 
from  lime  to  time  diScrcuccs  between  the  pro^-iueial  authorilica. 

Note  IX. 

[ArtleU  IV  of  the  eoareBtloe  at  111*7.) 

The  map  called  Mitchell'!)  inAp,  by  which  the  framcra  of  the  treaty  of  1783  are 
acknowleaged  to  have  ref^dat^'l  tncir  joint  and  official  proceedlttga,  and  the  Map  A, 
which  has  Deen  agreed  uii  by  the  contracting  parties  as  a  delineation  of  the  water 
coonea,  and  of  the  boundary  linoi  in  reference  to  tbe  nid  water  coorNB,  sa  oon- 
tended  for  by  each  psrty,  respectively,  and  which  has  accordingly  been  signed  by 
the  above-named  plenipotentiaries  at  the  s^auie  time  wJlli  Uiia  convention,  shall  be 
aunexed  to  tlie  HtateinrnLi  of  the  contractinj;  parties  and  Ix  the  onl^'  rnaps  that  shall 
be  considered  ns  c^-idcncc  mutual]  y  ncknowlodgcd  by  the  oontracting  parties  of  the 
topograpby  of  the  country. 

It  shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  either  pu-ty  tu  annex  to  its  respective  first  State- 
ment, for  thspurpoie*  of  gtniirJl  illuirtrotKni,  anyof  the  maps,  suriejT*,  or  topograph- 
leal  delineations  whirh  were  lilci!  with  the  cotnmiseioncrs  under  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  any  engraved  map  heretofore  published,  and  ^n>  a  tranacitot 
of  the  above-mentioned  Slop  A  or  of  a  section  tliereol,  in  whtdi  Uanscrlpt  each  vmy 
may  lay  down  tlie  hiKhlaniU  or  other  features  of  the  country  as  it  shall  Uiinlc  fit,  the 
wntcr  ciiurses  ami  the  lioiindary  lines  ns  clnimcd  by  aich  party  remnining  as  laid 
down  in  the  s^id  Map  \.  But  ihia  transcript,  ns  nctl  as  all  the  other  maps,  surveys^ 
ortopographioaldcliueutious,  utlier  than  the  Map  A  and  Mitchell's  map,  intended  to 
be  thus  annexed  by  cither  poxty  lo  the  respective  staicnieutF,  shall  he  communicated 
to  the  olhtr  purty.  in  the  same  nianner  as  aforesaid,  witliin  nine  months  after  Uie 
exchange  of  the  mtifigatiotis  of  this  convention,  and  sholl  Iw;  aiibjcct  to  such  objec- 
tions and  ohserrationsastheothercontractingparty  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make 
thereto,  and  shall  annex  to  his  first  statement,  cither  in  the  margin  of  such  tnmsoipt, 
map  or  mape,  or  otherwise. 

NoleX. 

tSxlrsct  from  the  awanl  of  the  Kins  uf  the  Ncthcrtaadi.] 

ConddeHng  that.  accnnltnK  to  the  Instances  allceed.  the  term  highlands  applies 
not  only  to  a  hilly  or  clevBtcd  country,  but  also  to  land  which,  without  Wing  odly, 
divides  waters  flowing  ia  different  directioas,  and  that  thus  the  cban«tcr,  uum  gc 


J 

I 


I 
I 


John  Tyler 


I003 


teis  httW  uiH  dented,  of  the  countrv  thrmiEh  which  arc  drawn  the  two  lines  respec- 
tively cuimed  at  the  north  and  at  the  KUtn  of  the  xwvs  SU  Jobs  caa  iivl  form  the 
buua  of  a  choice  bctwe«a  Ihctu. 

tiou  XI. 

The  reAMMi  of  the  doubli*  delineation  of  th*  Restifjonchf  cm  the  map  of  Mitchell 
and  M-v4-ml  othfm  of  ancient  <lflte  vs  obvious,  A  tiilitake  w«B<yin«noii  lothem  all  by 
vhteh  the  Bay  of  Chnleurs  wax  Uiil  tlown  Uki  fur  l-i  the  noith.  The  main  branch,  or 
Onuide  Kourche.  of  Restigoiiche  I  Katawarnkwlgwict  J  hux  Ijcen  renchcil  by  mrtiea 
M-tting  out  from  the  banka  of  Uie  St.  Lawrencv  at  Metis,  and  wns  known  to  fiill  into 
the  Bay  of  Chaletm,  while  the  tinited  stmm  hiul  u1!m>  been  visUed  by  peraons  croM- 
InicthewHicaiuiA  of  Grand  River  and  descending  the  Southwcstcra  Branch.  The  map 
maker*  could  not,  in  conaequence  of  the  error  m  latitude,  niake  tlteir  plat  meet,  and 
Ihcnfore  conaidorcd  the  port  of  the  united  streams  reached  in  the  tvro  oiSerent  direc- 
liotta  as  different  bodies  of  water,  and  without  authority  K>uKht  an  outlvt  fur  that 
which  they  laid  down  >s  the  Knithernmost  of  the  two  in  Another  bay  of  the  GnU  of 
fit.  Lawrence.  On  many  of  the  mupA,  however,  the  siiiall  •ilrecm  which  modem 
fcocraphers  impioperty  cull  Restigouche  is  renilily  diKtlnguiiihAhk  under  the  nnmc 
of  Qiaoodi. 

Nou  xn. 


Id  the  areument  of  the  BrrtiAh  coramia- 
nonen  nxidcr  {ay's  treaty  the  foUowiag 
tiobits  vac  inaiittBiBed,  and,  being  auu- 
faoiied  bj  the  deculon  of  the  umpiK,  be- 
CBiDe  the  grounds  of  an  award  acceded  to 
bj  both  GovcnuDcnta: 

Firrt.  That  the  limits  of  No»-a  Scotia 
had  been  altered  frtmi  the  wiuthcrn  Ijnnk 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  tlic  highlands  dc> 
Mribvd  ill  tb«  treaty  of  p«»ce. 

Second.  That  if  the  ri%'er  Schoodiac 
were  the  ln»e  St-  Croiit  the  northwc*! 
angle  of  NoTS  Scotia  could  be  formed  by 
the  western  and  nanberr)  boundaries  ( the 
nrridian  Hne  and  the  highlands). 

Third.  That  the  territory  of  Acadic.  or 
Nora  Scotia,  was  the  aaiiii:  territory 
granted  to  fUr  William  .Mcsumler. 

Fourth.  That  the  nra  an'l  Atlimtic 
Ocean  were  used  as  convertible  teems. 

Fifth.  That  from  the  date  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  the  boundary  between  Maw- 
chnsetts  and  NoTn  Scotia  was  that  of  the 
patent  to  Sir  William  Alexander. 

Sixth.  That  the  Provinces  of  Quebec 
ami  Nova  Scutia  helonxeil  to  and  were 
inpciiacjiicm  of  Hin  Rriunnii.-  Majesty  in 
1703,  and  that  he  had  an  undoubted  nght 
fo  cede  to  the  United  Sulea  auch  part  of 
them  a»  he  mi>;ht  think  fiL 

Seventh.  That  the  due  north  line  from 
the  louTce  of  the  ^t.  Croix  must  of  nece«- 
iity  cross  the  St.  John. 


tl  has  aiuce  been  maiiiUincl  on  the 
pan  of  Great  liiitain: 


Fimt,  Tlwt  the  limits  of  Nom  Scotia 
never  did  extend  to  the  St.  Iiawrcncc. 


Second.  That  the  uorthwc«t  angle  of 
Nova  Scotis  wa*  unknown  ta  178^. 


Third.  Thai  Acadie  extended  aotHh  to 
the  fony-sistli  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  vra.H  not  the  itame  with  Nnva  Scotia. 

Fourth.  Thflt  the  sen  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  were  different  things. 

Fifth.  Tlul  the  claims  and  righU  of 
Mauachusctti  did  not  extend  to  the  west- 
ern bounds  of  the  grant  to  Sir  William 
Alexander. 

Sixtli.  Tliat  tliis  bein^  the  cave  the 
cewiloii  i>f  [errit(iry  nut  iiiciuded  within 
her  limits  is  void. 


Seventh.  That  it  could  never  have  been 
intended  that  the  meridian  line  should 
CTO88  the  St.  Jobtu 


Note  XII I. 

[I  has  been  pretended  that  the  grant  of  the  fief  of  Blodawoska  (n  16G3  can  be 

urged  as  a  bar  to  the  claim  of  MoKKichaaetlK.     That  lief,  indeed,  wns  among  the  earlT 

grants  of  the  French  f^remors  of  Canada,  but  it  is  not  included  in  the  claim  wlild 

Ue  French  tbeniKelves  set  up.     It  was  therefore  coveted  by  the  Masao^uaetts  diar- 

ter,  because  the  giant  li»d  never  licen  ucted  upon.     Even  up  to  the  present  day  this 

t  fief  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  licttlol  or  occupied  except  by  the  retainers  of  thcgar- 

^  tiaoo  of  Fort  Ingall,  and  from  all  the  evidence  which  could  be  fotind  on  the  spot  It 

I  appcaml  that  no  tteltlcment  h.nl  ever  l>cen  m.nle  upon  it  nnlil  the  establishment  of 

a  postboosc  some  time  bclwtcn  the  datcol  Ihc  trcaticeof  i7t>3  and  1794.     It  therefore 
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was  not  at  the  time  the  charter  of  UuKKichnscttji  was  granted  (1691)  "nctuaUy  poft- 
MMC<I  or  inhnbitcfl  by  «ny  other  Christian  prince  or  stale." 

An  nrgiitticnt  has  nlgo  licen  attempted  to  nv  dratt-n  frtim  the  limits  given  on  Great- 
leaf'B  map  to  a  yiurchase  m&de  from  the  State  of  Ma>t»ichii.««tts  br  Wntkins  and 
I'linl.  Tui«  iiuicli-'iw  Is.  however,  hy  the  paleni  ctteuded  lu  Uie  highUmls,  and  the 
RiTvryotx  whci  Uiil  it  out  rmmul  the  WalltKurinok  in  nriirrh  of  thrtn.  Ilrr?  they 
met,  Bt  a  short  distance  from  that  stream,  with  wnters  running  to  the  nortli,  whi^ 
they  concci**J  to  be  waters  of  the  St  LawTcnce.  and  Uiey  icrrainated  ihcir  survey. 
The  linen  tmcnl  onGrecoleaTa  maparv  tlieicfore  incorrect,  cither  as  compared  viui 
the  ?rant  or  the  actual  sur\-ey,  and  although  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  oooa- 
try  the  6urve>'ore  stop]>cd  at  wnters  ruotiiiie  into  Luke  Teiuiscouata  instead  of  the 
St.  l^wrenc«,  the  very  vnor  shows  the  und^rstaiidinK  they  had  of  the  true  doign 
of  thp  patent,  ami  this  transaction,  so  far  frwn  bdng  an  n%-aitAWe  orjfunient  af^in^ 
the  Ami-rii-an  claim,  ia  au  act  of  poaieauton  ut  un  curly  date  within  the  limils  of  ibe 
disputed  territory. 


WASHtNGTos,  April  S,  rSfa. 
To  tfu  SenaU  cf  the  United  Sto-ies: 

In  conipliauce  witli  your  resolution  of  the  31st  March,  1843,  I  have- 
the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  document  and  report*  from  tlte 
Commissioucr  of  the  General  Land  Office.  TOHN  TYLHR 

Washington.  Aprit  9,  r843. 
To  the  House  ^  Represntiaiives  0/  the  United  Siaits: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspoudeuce  t  requested  by  their 
rcsolutiou  of  the  7th  instant.  TOHN  TYLKR 

Washington,  April  xr,  184a. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Uniied  States.' 

I  herewith  traii!>mit  a   memorial  J  which  I  have  received  from  th« 

Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  and  citizens  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  with 

a  request  that  I  should  communicate  the  sauie  to  Congress.     This  I  do 

not  feel  myself  at  hljcrty  to  decUnc,  inasmuch  as  I  think  that  some 

action  by  Congress  is  called  for  by  justice  to  the  memorialists  and  id 

compUauee  with  the  plighted  natioiial  faith.  TOHN  Tvt.i?.b 


Washington.  April  n.  iSft. 

To  the  Senate  of  (he  Uniied  States: 

Id  ftirther  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  ol 
Februaf}'  last,  requestinj^  information  touching  the  deinnrcatiun  of  the 
boundar>'  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  Rcpubhc  of  Texas, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretan'  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

■ReLatlng  In  uirvryiinnil  ■>!»  nf  thr  piiMli-  I.-\ndi) (tiiHo)):  tfttrnnd  iftit,  etc 

fWltli  Civ>l  nrilRJn  rflittvr  t<i  >n  Intrmadnnal  rApvrtgM  law. 

jxelatinR  to  aa  •Jleccd  vlolaHoa  by  tbe  Uallcil  SUle* ol  the  iraaiy  ot  ixncing  XnbMt  Cnek- 


John  Tyfrr  2CM4 

Washington.  April  ij,  184*. 
Tc  ike  Sfttafe  cf  the  UntUd  Slain: 

In  conipltauce  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  ihe  a^tli  of  July  last, 
I  coDiiuunidtc  to  thai  l>ody  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  eoiivey- 
tng  cofncs  of  the  cotrcspoDdeiice  *  ivbJch  coutaius  the  information  called 
for  by  that  resolution.  IOH\  TYLER. 

Washint.tok,  April  If,  1843. 
To  tht  Senate  o/ike  UmUd  SlaUi: 

In  coiiipliaucc  with  a  resolutiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  39th  July  last.  I 
communicate  to  that  body  a  report  fmin  the  Secretary'  of  State,  eouvey* 
in^  copies  of  the  correspondence  t  which  contains  the  information  called 
for  by  said  resolution. 

In  communicatiug  these  papers  to  the  Senate  I  call  their  particular 
attention  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  iu  which 
he  suggests  the  propriety  of  not  making  public  certain  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence which  accompanied  it.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washinoton,  April  18,  i8f3. 
To  ihe  Senate  c/tke  United  Stales: 

I  have  the  liuuor  to  tnuismit  herewith  the  report  1  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  iu  compliance  i^ith  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  Feb- 

™*^'  ^^^^'  JOHN  TYLER. 

Wasittn-gton,  April  rp,  rSii. 
To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  part  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  February  18,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  W'ar,  inclusiug  a  hst  of  all 
officers,  agents,  and  comniissiouers  employed  under  the  War  Department 
who  are  not  such  by  express  provision  of  law,  with  other  information 
required  by  the  resolution.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  April  /p,  184a. 
7*  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a 
list  of  appointment:^  to  oBice  made  iu  that  Dcpartnieut  .■ducc  the  4th  day 
of  April,  1841,  in  part  compUance  with  the  resolution  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  21st  ultimo.  TOHN  TVT  PR 

■of  tbc  diplomatic  >(eDt  idiI  mloUler  o(  Ibe  CnlUd  State*  at  UicCoun  of  Atuirta  nlaUveloUK 
nmuucrdal  lulcrcitiol  the  Unjlrit  Atatei. 

tBetir««n  lh«  I>ct^rt«'i'-ni  of  State  and  Belgtuni  relatlvft  to  the  rtJMtloa  hy  that  Covvmment  of 
Uw  tNMty  tallSrd  by  Var  Senate  t^btiury  %  iHji,  anil  the  cauiea  of  \t\t  itetny  Id  richanitltng  th* 
ntUcattoru  of  th*  ttcuty  nuidcd  t;y  the  Krnstr  Un:?!!)  tier  jr.  iB«a. 

tTtaatiDittiBi  mmics  of  atciiti  cmploynl  \ii  llic  St^te  Dcpailmcnl  tritbout  exprcn  ptevirioa 
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Washington,  .-tpril  20.  rS^£. 

To  the  ScHoU  and  Hqusc  of  RepresetUatives  of  the  l/aiied  States: 

I  submit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied 
by  documcDts  relating  to  an  appUcatioo  by  the  captain  and  owners  of 
the  Spanish  ship  Satnna*  which  is  recommended  to  tbeir  favorable  coo- 

^^""^"'  JOHN  TYLKR. 


Washisctok,  Af^il  »S,  /S4t. 

To  the  Sefia/e  of  the  IMited  States: 

I  submit  to  tlie  Senate,  for  the  constitnlional  action  of  that  body,  a 
treaty  concluded  on  the  nth  day  of  Angust  last  with  the  Minda  Wan- 
Icanton  l>ands  of  the  Dakota  or  .Siniix  Nation  of  Indians,  with  the  papem 
necessary  to  an  understaudiiig  of  the  subject.  lOHN  TYLER 

Washinotott.  Jiprit  sS,  iSfa. 
To  the  Senate  <f  the  United  States; 

I  sabmit  to  the  Senate,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  that  body,  a 
treaty  cotiicltided  with  the  half-breeds  of  the  Dakota  or  Sioux  Nation  on 
the  ,^ist  day  of  July  last,  together  with  the  papers  referred  to  in  the 
accompanying  communication  from  tlic  Secretary  of  W'ar  as  necessary  to 
a  ftiU  view  of  the  whole  subject.  TOHN  TVI  KR 

Washington.  Afirii  jo.  js^a. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compUance  with  your  resolution  of  the  a^lli  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  the  reporLt  of  Messrs.  Kellcy  and  Stcnart,  two  of  the 
commissioners  originally  appointed,  along  with  Mr.  Poindexter.  to  tnves* 
tigate  the  affairs  of  the  cuBtom-hoiv*e  of  New  York,  together  with  all 
the  correspondence  and  testimony  accompanying  the  same,  and  also  the 
report  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  to  which  is  annexed  two  letters,  subscribed  by 
Mr.  I'oiudexter  and  Mr.  Bradley.  The  last-named  gentleman  was  sub- 
stituted in  the  place  of  Mr.  Kelley,  whose  iDcliiinttons  and  duties  called 
him  to  his  residence  in  Ohio  after  the  return  of  the  conimissioncis  to  this 
city,  alxjnt  the  la-st  of  August.  One  of  the  letters  just  mentioned  was 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea.sury  and  liears  date  the  1 2th  of 
April  instant,  and  the  other  to  myself,  dated  the  20th  of  this  month. 
From  the  former  you  will  Icam  that  a  most  interesting  portion  of  the 
iuiiuiry  instituted  by  this  Department  (viz,  that  relating  to  Ugbt-houdes, 
buoys,  beacons,  revenue  cutters,  and  revenue  boats)  is  proposed  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  further  report  by  Messrs,  Bradley  and  Poindexter. 
You  will  also  learn,  through  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Stetiart. 

*  HorcyiRiliPiiultoii  tilt  meainit  ■nil  auiiiinntiig  ilir<BpUlD  BipcmrKO,  ■nrl  17  ofllivnianrf  nra 
ot  rh<t  Atuerlcnii  iJilp  Ciwri/r.  of  New  Yoric.  wbUli  (ouaducd  *i  ten.  ud  laadini  ihcm  Mfeljr  •! 
Ue  C>)ie  ol  Osod  Itopc. 


John  Tyler 
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the  reasons  which  have  delayed  him  in  making  a  supplemental  atid  addi* 
tiooal  report  lo  that  already  made  by  himself  aod  Mr.  Kcllcy.  embra- 
cing his  ^-icTCs  and  opinions  apon  the  dc^-clopiuents  made  subsequent 
to  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Kellcy  from  the  commission  and  the  substi- 
tution of  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  place.  I  al.so  transmit  two  documents 
ftunished  by  Mr  Steuaxt,  and  which  were  handed  l>y  him  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  7th  instant,  the  one  beinR  "memoranda 
of  proceedings,  ■ '  etc. .  marked  No.  i ,  and  the  other  ' '  letters  accompany- 
ing memoranda,"  etc, .  marked  Xo.  z. 

The  commission  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  existing 
defects  in  the  ctistom-liouse  regulations,  to  trace  to  their  true  causes  post 
erroTH,  to  detect  abuses,  and  by  wholesome  reforms  lo  guard  in  future 
not  only  against  fraud  and  peculation,  htit  error  and  iiiismauagemeot. 
For  these  puiptraea  a  selection  was  made  of  persons  of  acknowledged 
intelligence  and  industr.-,  and  upon  this  task  they  have  been  engaged 
for  almost  an  entire  year,  and  their  labors  remain  yet  to  be  completed. 
The  character  of  those  labors  may  be  estimated  by  the  extent  of  Messrs. 
Kdley  and  Stcuart's  report,  embracing  about  100  pages  of  closely  written 
manuscript,  the  voluminous  memoranda  and  correspondence  of  Mr, 
Steuart.  the  great  mass  of  evidence  accompanying  Messrs.  Kelley  and 
Stcuart's  report,  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Poindcxtcr.  extending  over  394 
pages,  comprised  tn  the  volume  accompanying  this,  and  additional  reports 
still  remaining  to  be  made,  as  Ix-fore  .slated. 

I  should  be  belter  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power  lo  commimicate 
the  entire  mass  of  reports  made  and  contemplated  to  be  made  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  still  more  should  I  have  been  gratiiied  if  time 
could  have  been  allowed  me,  con.sistently  with  the  apparent  desire  of  the 
House  of  Represeutatives  to  be  put  into  immediate  posscssinii  of  these 
papers,  to  have  compared  or  even  to  have  read  with  deliberation  the  views 
presented  by  the  commissioners  as  to  proposed  refonn.t  in  the  re\"enae 
laws,  together  with  the  mas.s  of  docunentao'  evidence  and  information 
by  which  they  have  been  explained  and  enforced  and  which  do  not  admit 
of  a  satisfact<>r>*  comparison  tmtil  the  whole  circle  of  reports  be  completed. 
Charges  of  malfeasance  against  some  of  thase  now  in  office  will  devolve 
upon  the  Executive  a  rigid  investigation  into  their  extent  and  character, 
and  will  in  due  season  claim  my  attention.  The  readiness,  however, 
with  which  the  House  proposes  to  enter  upon  the  grab's  and  difficult 
subjects  which  these  papers  .suggeKt  having  anticipated  that  considera- 
tion of  them  by  the  Kxecuti%*e  which  their  importance  dcmand-s,  it  only 
remains  for  me,  in  lieu  of  spcci&c  recommendations,  which  under  otlier 
circumstances  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  make,  to  urge  upon  Con- 
grees  the  importance  and  necessity  of  introducing  the  earliest  reforms 
in  existing  laws  and  usages,  so  as  to  guard  the  country  in  future  against 
frauds  Ju  the  collection  of  the  revenues  and  the  Treasury  against  pecula- 
tion, to  relieve  trade  and  commerce  from  o|^re&sive  regulations,  and  to 
guard  law  and  muralily  iLguinst  violation  and  abuse. 

As  from  their  great  volume  it  has  been  necessary  to  transmit  the  original 
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papers  to  the  House,  I  have  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  House  taldiig 
order  for  thdr  restoration  to  the  Treasury  Department  at  such  time  as 
may  comport  with  its  pleasure.  lOHN  TYLER 


Washington,  May  a,  t84». 
To  Ike  House  of  Repreientaiives  cf  the  United  States: 

I  have  this  clay  received  and  now  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  accompanj-inf;  commuuicaliuii  from  Benjamin  F.  Btttler, 
ha\nng  relation  to  the  reports  of  the  oomniiisaouers  appointed  by  me  to 
examine  into  the  affairs  connected  with  the  Xew  York  custom-house] 
As  the  whole  subject  is  in  possession  of  the  House,  I  deem  it  also  proper' 
to  communicate  Mr.  Butler's  letter.  JOHN  TYI/ER 


Washington,  May  to.  1842. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenfafttvs: 

The  season  for  active  hostilities  in  Florida  having  nearly  terminated, 
my  attention  has  necessarily  been  directed  to  the  course  of  measures  to 
be  pursued  hereafter  in  relation  to  the  few  Indians  yet  remaining  in  that 
Territory.  Their  number  is  believed  not  to  exceed  240,  of  whom  there 
are  supposed  to  be  about  So  warriors,  or  males  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
The  further  pursuit  of  these  miserable  beings  by  a  large  militar>-  force 
seems  to  be  aa  injudiciuus  as  it  is  uua\iiiling.  The  history  of  the  last 
year'scampaigii  in  Florida  has  satisfactorily  shown  that  notwithstanding 
the  vigorous  and  incessant  operations  of  our  troops  (which  can  not  be 
exceeded) ,  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare,  their  dispersed  condition,  and  the 
ver>'  smallness  of  their  number  (which  increases  the  difficulty  of  Ending' 
them  in  the  abundant  and  almost  inaccessible  hiding  places  of  the  Terri- 
tory) render  auy  fiulher  attempt  to  secure  them  by  force  impracticable 
except  by  the  employment  of  the  most  expensive  means.  The  exhibi- 
tion of  force  and  Uie  constant  efforts  to  capture  or  destroy  thein  of  course 
places  them  beyond  the  reach  of  overtures  to  surrender.  It  is  believed 
by  the  distinguished  officer  in  command  there  that  a  different  system 
should  now  be  pursued  to  attain  the  entire  removal  of  all  the  Indians 
in  Florida,  and  he  recommends  that  hostilities  should  cease  unless  the 
renewal  of  them  be  rendered  necessary  by  new  aggressions;  tliat  commu- 
nications should  be  opened  by  means  of  the  Indians  with  him  to  insure 
them  a  peaceful  and  voIuntar>'  surrender,  and  that  the  military  operations 
should  hereafter  be  directed  to  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants. 

These  vie^vs  are  strengthened  and  corroborated  by  the  go\'emor  of  the 
Territory,  by  many  of  its  most  intelligent  citizens,  and  by  numerous  offi- 
cers o£  the  Army  who  have  served  and  are  still  serving  iu  that  region. 
Mature  reflection  lias  satisfied  me  that  these  rceoramendations  are  sound 
and  ju.st;  and  I  rejoice  that  consistently  with  duty  to  Florida  1  nia^J 
indulge  my  desire  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  humanity  and  extendi 
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the  reign  of  ^leace  and  good  will  by  terminating  the  mihappy  warfare 
that  lias  so,  loiij;  been  carried  ou  thcrL-,  ami  at  tlie  same  time  gnttify 
my  anxiety  to  rohicc  the  demand-^  iijHin  the  Treasury  by  ciirtuiliuK  the 
extraordinary  expenses  which  have  attended  the  contest.  I  have;  there- 
fore authorized  the  colonel  in  command  there  as  soon  as  he  sliall  deem 
it  cxi»cdienl  to  declare  that  hostilities  against  the  Indians  liuvc  ceased, 
and  that  they  will  not  be  renewed.  uulei^'S  provoked  and  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  new  outrages  on  their  part,  but  that  neither  citir^ns  nor 
troops  are  to  be  restrained  from  auy  necessar>-  and  proper  acts  of  self- 
defense  against  any  attempts  to  molest  them.  He  is  instructed  to  upeo 
communications  with  those  yet  remaining,  and  endeavor  by  ail  peaceable 
means  to  penniade  them  to  consult  their  true  interests  by  joining  their 
brethrec  at  the  West;  and  directious  have  been  given  for  establishing 
a  cordon  or  line  of  protection  for  the  inhabitants  by  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  troops. 

But  to  render  thU  system  of  protection  effectual  it  ts  essential  that 
settlements  of  our  citizens  should  be  made  within  the  line  so  estalilished, 
and  tliat  they  should  be  arme^i,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  repel  any  attack.  In 
order  to  afford  inducements  to  such  settlements.  I  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  propriety  of  a!lo«-ing  a  reasonable  qiiantity  of 
land  to  the  head  of  each  family  that  shall  pemiaueuUy  occupy  it,  and 
of  extending  the  existing  provisions  on  that  subjtcl  .so  as  to  permit  the 
issue  of  rations  for  the  sulwIsTence  of  the  settlers  for  one  year;  and  as 
lew  of  them  will  probably  he  provided  with  anus,  it  would  be  expedient 
to  authorize  the  loan  of  muskets  and  the  delivery-  of  a  proper  quantity  of 
cartridges  or  of  powder  and  balls.  By  such  means  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  hardy  population  will  soon  occupy  the  rich  soil  of  the  frontiers  of 
Florida,  who  will  be  as  capable  as  willing  to  defend  themselves  and  their 
houses,  and  thus  rcUevc  the  Government  from  further  anxiety  or  expense 


for  their  protection. 


JOHN  TYl^vR. 


Washington,  May  13.  1&43. 
To  ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report*  from  the  Poitmaster-General.  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rt-prt-sentatives  of  Uie  2l9t 
(rf  March  kst,  together  with  the  accompanyiug  documents. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


"7>  the  Senate:  Washington,  May  16. 18^3. 

Having  directed  hostilities  in  Florida  to  cease,  the  time  seems  to  have 
arrived  for  distinguishing  with  appropriate  honors  the  brave  aniiy  that 
have  so  long  encountered  the  perils  of  savage  warfare  in  a  coimtr>'  pre- 
seuting  every  imaginable  difficulty  and  in  scaiuns  and  under  a  climate 

'Tnuumilli&s  lUU  <d  poatmuicn  and  otb«n  jmpoinltd  by  Utet'Taidenlaail  I'oit.Olfii.T  I>eiMrl- 
Bcnl  ftOM  Avtll  (,  ■S4t ,  lo  Hard)  ii .  I&4L 
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fruitful  of  disease,  The  histoo'of  Ihc  Imrdships  whiclj  our  soldiers  bave 
endured,  of  the  patience  and  perse\*crain:€  wliicli  have  enabled  them  to 
Iriumpli  ovw  obstacles  nllogether  unexampled,  and  of  ihe  gallantry  which 
tliey  liavf  exhibited  on  every  occasion  which  a  subtle  and  skulking  foe 
would  allow  them  to  improve  is  so  familiar  as  not  to  require  repetition 
at  my  hands.  But  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  now  in  Florida  demands 
that  their  privations,  sufferings,  and  dauntless  exertions  during  a  sum- 
mer'a  campaign  in  such  a  climate,  which  for  the  first  time  was  witnessed 
during  ihe  last  year,  should  be  specially  comincudcd.  The  foe  has  not 
been  a!lowe<l  opportunity  cither  to  plant  or  to  cultivate  or  to  reap.  The 
season,  which  lo  him  has  usually  lieeu  one  of  repose  and  preparation  for 
renewed  conflict,  has  been  vigorously  occupied  by  incessant  and  hurassiDs 
pursuit,  by  penetrating  his  hiding  places  and  laying  waste  his  rude  dwell- 
ings, and  by  dri^nng  him  from  swamp  to  swamp  and  from  everglade  to 
everglade.  True,  disease  and  death  have  been  encountered  al  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  pursuit,  but  they  have  been  disregarded  by  a  brave 
and  gallant  army,  determined  on  fulfilling  to  the  uttermost  the  duties 
assigned  them,  however  inglorious  they  might  csteeni  the  particular  serv- 
ice iu  wliich  they  were  engaged. 

To  all  who  have  Iwen  thus  engaged  the  executi^-e  department,  re- 
spoodiug  to  the  universal  seutiuieut  of  the  country,  has  already  awarded 
the  meed  of  approbation.  There  must,  however,  in  all  such  cases  be  some 
who,  availiug  themselves  ff  the  occasions  which  fortune  afforded,  have 
distinguished  themselves  for  "gallant  actions  and  meritorious  conduct" 
beyond  the  usual  high  gallantry  and  great  merit  which  an  intelligent 
public  opinion  concedes  to  the  whole  Army.  To  express  to  these  the 
sense  which  their  Goverament  cherishes  of  their  public  conduct  aod  to 
hold  up  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  liright  example  of  their  courage,  con- 
stancy, and  patriotic  devotion  would  seem  to  be  but  the  performance  of 
the  very  duty  contemplated  by  that  provision  of  our  laws  which  author- 
izes the  issuing  of  brevet  commissions. 

Fortunately  for  the  country ,  a  long  peace,  interrupted  only  by  difficul- 
ties with  Indians  at  particular  points,  has  afforded  few  occasions  for  the 
exercise  of  tliis  power,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  favorable  to  the  encour* 
agement  of  a  proper  military  spirit  throughout  the  Army  that  an  oppor- 
tunity is  now  given  to  evince  the  readiness  of  the  Government  to  reward 
unusual  merit  with  a  pecuhor  and  lasting  distinction. 

I  therefore  nominate  to  the  Senate  the  persons  whose  names  arc  con- 
tained in  the  accompanying  list*  for  bre\'et  commissions  for  services  in 
Florida.  That  the  number  is  large  is  endence  only  of  the  \'alue  of  the 
services  rendered  during  a  contest  that  has  continued  nearly  as  long  as 
the  War  of  tlic  Revolution,  The  diflictiUy  has  been  to  reduce  the  num* 
ber  a.s  much  as  possible  without  injustice  to  any,  and  to  accomplish  this 
great  and  mature  consideration  has  been  bestowed  on  the  case  of  every 
officer  who  has  fier\-ed  in  Florida. 


JOHN  TVLER. 


■Omi(tt(L 


John  TyU-r 
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Washington,  Afay  24.  1842. 
ike  Senate  ef  iiu  United  States.- 

I  transmit  lieren'itb  to  the  Seuate  a  treat)*  recently  coucluded  with 
the  Wynndott  tribe  of  Indiana,  and  request  the  advice  snd  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  the  ratification  of  the  dame  a:^  proposed  to  be  modified 


by  the  War  Department, 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington, /«»*  j,  184a. 
T9  the  Senate  efthe  United  States: 

I  hcrcn-ith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Acting  Comixiisioncr  of  Ihe 
Geoeral  Laad  Office  and  the  documents  accotnpanying  the  same  (from 
No.  1  to  No.  7),  in  relation  tn  the  conduct  of  N.  P.  Taylor,  present  reg- 
ister and  former  cleric  in  the  laud  office  at  St.  Louis,  in  compliance  with 


your  resoluttoo  of  the  9th  May. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washinoton./ks^  fo,  1842. 
To  ih€  Senate  cf  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith  a  treaty  concluded  at  BnfTalo  Creek  on  the  zoth  day 
of  May  last  between  the  I'nited  States  and  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians, 
for  yonr  ad\ic€  .^^d  consent  to  it.";  ratification,  together  »-ith  a  report  on 


tbe  aubjcct  from  the  War  Department. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  June  rj^  t84». 
To  tlu  Senate  e/tke  United  Stales: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March  last, 
requesting  information  touching  proctrcdinds  under  the  convention  of  tlie 
I  itb  of  April,  1S59,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accompanying 
documents.  ^^^^  r\h^. 

Washington.  y«M*r  /y,  184^. 
To  tAe  Senate  vf  ihe  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  39th  of  March 
last,  calling  for  information  touching  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Reptibliu,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  tbe  accompanying  documents.* 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  June  ly,  1842. 
Tff  tAe  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasury,  which, 
accompanied  by  copies  of  certain  letters  of  Mr.  Ewing.  late  Secretar>'  of 

I  lo  SanU  Pe.  %\\  held  in  cnafineraeat  in  Mexico. 


90II 


Messages  and  Papers  a/  Ike  Prt'si'denls 


the  Treasury,  and  a  statement*  from  the  Treasur>'  Department,  com- 
pletes the  answer,  a  part  of  which  has  lierelofore  been  furnished,  to  youi 
resolution  of  the  7th  of  Ifebruary  last,  and  complies  also  with  yotir  reso* 
lutiou  of  the  3d  iuatant  JOHN  TYLER 

WAsniNGTox.yajw  20,  1843. 
Te  the  House  of  Rtprrsmlaiives: 

A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  13th  instant  has 
been  communicated  to  me,  requesting,  "so  far  9&  may  be  Cfunpatibte 
with  tile  public  interest,  a  copy  of  the  quintuple  treaty  Ijctwccn  the  five 
powers  of  Europe  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
also  copies  of  any  remonstrance  or  protciit  addressed  by  Lewis  Cass,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales  at  the 
Court  o[  France,  to  that  Government,  against  the  ratification  by  France 
of  the  said  treaty,  and  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Co^*emments  of 
the  United  States  and  of  France,  and  of  all  communications  from  the 
said  r^wis  Ca&s  to  his  ow-n  Government  and  from  this  Government  to 
him  relating;  thereto." 

In  answer  to  this  request  I  have  to  say  that  the  treaty  mentioned 
therein  has  not  been  officially  communicated  to  the  Goifemment  of  the 
United  States,  and  uo  authentic  copy  of  it.  therefore,  can  be  furnished. 
In  regard  to  the  other  papers  requested,  althouRh  it  is  my  Iiopc  and 
expectation  that  it  will  be  proper  and  convenient  at  an  early  day  to  lay 
them  before  Congress,  together  with  others  connected  with  the  same 
subjects,  yet  in  my  opinion  a  communication  of  them  to  tlie  House  of 
Gepresentativea  at  this  time  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  pabUr 

^"^'^^^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

WASHrNGTON./ttrt^ii,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  coraphauce  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  i5lh  of  April 

last,  I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 

accompanying  copies  of  the  cotrc^x'^'ndcacc  t  called  for  by  said  resolntioo. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Wasrington,  June  24.  /S42, 

To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  the  translation  of  a  lettcrl  addressed 
by  the  nuuistt!r  of  France  at  Wasltiti^ton  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  and  a  copy  of  the  answer  given  thereto  by  tuy  direction, 
and  invite  to  the  subject  of  the  minister's  letter  all  tlie  consideration  due 

■Ot  upcnSFi  or  tlif-  faninilMioii  tatnvr«ti|[nii-  IheNcw  Vuttcu*loni-llou>r.  Vlf. 
tKHnlinB  iiiihpn)n<liirt  in<1r)inmc-leraf  WUham  R,  Hodsnan  inoimnnlMtuticcoiwil  ■■  TUnU) 
while  ilrmBoiDaD  at  Cooftuilinoiile. 
IXcUtitu  l»  tbc  cttabibbmcat  ot  ■  llacor«c«tii«nlxiwcen  Havre  And  .Vrw  York. 


John  Tyler 
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to  Its  Importance  and  to  a  proposittoa  origioatiag  !□  a  desire  to  promote 
nintual  convenience  and  emanating  from  a  Govcmroent  with  which  it  is 
both  our  interest  and  our  desire  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  relations. 

JOHN  TYtER. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  RcpresentatiTes.] 

Washington,  June  £4,  1843, 
To  ihc  Srnate  c/  the  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  ihe  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  Febra* 
arj-  last,  I  lierewiih  transmit  a  letter*  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and 
Ibe  papers  ta  iliat  Department  called  (or  by  the  resolution  aforesaid. 

JOHN  TVLER. 


Washington,  June  »$,  rS^j. 
To  the  f/ouse  0/  Kefiresentatiiiet: 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act,  which  originated  in  the 
House  of  Represetttstives.  entitled  "An  net  for  an  apportionment  of  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  sc\Tral  States  according  to  the  Sixth  Census," 
and  have  caused  Ihc  same  to  be  dcpoated  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  accompaaied  by  an  exposition  of  my  reasons  for  giving  to  it  my 


sanction. 


JOHN  TVI,ER. 


tTliiiwiilllril  10  tbe  U«u>e  of  Kepr««eoUtIvta  by  tbc  6«ctcUi7  of  6taw  [e  compUsDcc  vith  a 

rtaalBtlon  orihit  bMlf-l 

WASH]NCTON,yiiff^,J5,  184^. 

a  BIU.  «BUlltd  "An  act  tor  an  ■pportlODincnt  ol  Krt>mwnuill<m  *nian|t  \h*  trvcnil  8Ute« 
•ccerdlntc  to  Itie^  SUth  Ccnaua."  appTovctt  June  is.  IN'' 

In  approving  tliis  bilt  1  (c«l  it  du«  to  myself  to  sn^.  t,*  welt  tluit  in>'  motircs  for 
tignlnjit  it  tiiiiy  tie  rigblty  onderstood  as  lha.t  my  opiaions  may  not  be  liable  to  be 
'  a)iBCon<itm«i1  or  quoted  hereafter  erroneously  mn  n  preeertent,  that  I  hnv*  not  pro- 
ceeded an  much  upon  a,  dtiir  lintt  decided  opinioH  of  my  ottm  reapectint;  the  consli- 
tnllooalJty  or  policy  of  tbe  entire  act  as  from  respect  lo  the  declared  will  of  the  two 

In  jricMinjc  my  dottbts  ta  the  -rrmtured  opinion  of  Congress  I  have  followml  the 
advice  of  the  first  Secretary  of  Stale  lo  llie  fiTtA  President  of  lh«  United  States  and 
the  nniDplc  set  by  that  tltufltrious  citiiren  upQn  n  mcnioniblc  occadon. 

Wlien  I  was  a  member  of  either  House  of  Congreaa  I  acted  under  the  cnnrlctfon 
tllAt  l<f  d4>uhl  m  to  the  rnnr«titutionftHtv  of  a  Iaw  wa«  anffirient  to  induct  me  to  give 
my  vote  against  it;  but  I  have  not  Ixxn  ahlc  to  hrinn  myself  to  Wlicvc  that  a  doubt- 
/*l  i^mtM  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  ought  lo  outweigh  the  bolemnly  pronounced 
opinion  of  the  rcpTcxntativcs  of  Uic  people  and  of  the  States. 

One  of  the  proiiiinent  feMtun=i  of  the  bill  i*  ttiat  which  piirpnrtx  to  be  mandatory 
on  Ibe  States  to  formdistricis  f or  the  chtriceof  ReprMentative*  toConpreaa,  in  single 
diolricta  That  CoagTe!is  itself  has  power  by  law  to  alter  State  regtilatioiis  respectinff 
tile  nuiiiuer  of  iKildin^  elecllotiK  fur  Rr^preseutulivn:  i«  cleur,  1iu(  iIh  [Hiwef  to  cata- 
nmnd  the  StateK  lo  nmkc  tiFW  r<:K"l'iti<>n!t  «>r  xllcr  thrii-  evihtjni;  ri->;iilnli<>ii»  U  the 
qnestiun  ti|Kiii  whirh  I  have  fi-lt  ili.-i-|i  .mil  -ilmiii;  duiititt.      )  1i;ivr  yiehlcd  lliocte 

•TnannlltinK  munts  nod  eonpenialiaii  of  rmptoyeei  and  witB«ue*  In  constctlea  nitli  Ibe 
CONSiiatDa  of  UtQutrjr  relali««  to  tbe  publk  buiEdmga  In  WaitilCBlon.  n.  C. 
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doubU,  boimxr.  to  the  opfnion  of  the  LcgisUtnn,  giving  effect  to  their  enmctment 
A&  fnr  AS  (l<^n(l*  oil  my  ApprolMtion,  And  iMvittK  quertion*  which  nuiT  nru«  hrne- 
after,  if  unhappily  such  should  aH«e,  to  be  tctUed  by  full  conalderalJoa  of  the  wvenil 
(ircivicjryns  of  the  Constitution  nnd  the  laws  nnd  the  authority  of  «ich  Housr  to 
juiIec  of  llic  clcctiaus.  tetums,  and  qiulifica Lions  of  ita  own  members. 

Similar  coriaider;itioiis  lia^'e  operated  with  nie  in  regitrd  to  the  lepreaentaltoii  of 
fractions  above  R  moiety  of  the  represcntativo  number,  and  whert'  mich  mni^trexceedji 
jo.ooo — a  qucatioti  on  whicli  a  dl^-crsity  of  opiiiioti  ban  exiated  from  Uit  foundntion 
of  the  Govrmmcrtl,  Tltr  provision  rrcommrinlii  itself  from  its  nearrr  npprozima- 
lion  to  equality  than  would  be  found  in  the  B|>plication  of  a  common  and  simple 
divisor  to  the  entire  population  of  each  Stale,  and  corrects  in  a  'goAK.  degree  those 
inrquaiitiexwhichiuvdestinetl  at  the  recurrence  of  eacli  succeeding  cecsnsitognstly 
lu  auxmenl. 

In  approving  the  bill  I  flatter  myself  thai  a  diwpwiilion  will  be  perceived  on  my 
part  to  concede  to  the  opinions  of  Conf[re«*  in  a  matter  which  may  conduce  to  the 
good  of  the  couutry  and  the  stability  of  its  institutions,  upon  which  my  own  opiaion 
is  not  clejir  and  <l«ciilcil.  Rut  It  seemnl  to  ine  ilue  ti>  the  res]ieetitblllty  of  opan- 
lon  UKKiu»t  the  oustitutionality  of  the  hill,  »«  well  so  to  the  retti  difficulties  of  the 
subject,  which  iin  one  fceU  mon:  sensibly  Uud  I  do,  that  the  reasons  which  have 
delenained  me  should  be  left  on  record.  10HN  TYLER. 

Washtngton,  /xTr  /.  iSf^z. 
To  Ifie  Sfnafe  of  ike  UniUd  States: 

In  pursuance  of  the  suggestions  cuDtuiiied  in  the  accompanying  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  of  my  own  con^ctions  of  their  pro- 
priety, I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  report  made  by  Lieutenant  WUkes, 
comitiander  of  the  exploring  expedition,  relative  to  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory. Having  tine  regard  to  the  negotiations  now  pending  between  this 
Go\-emm«il  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  through  its  special 
envoy.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  the  report  confidentially 
to  the  Senate.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  Jidy  2.  TS43. 
7*»  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenlatiitt  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  liubtnit  to  CongrcKi  the  printed  copy  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  that  State,  and  also  a  letter  from 
ttie  Solicitor  of  the  Treastiry  and  Commissioner  of  (he  General  Land, 
Office,  requesting  and  rts-ommending  that  a  suit  in  ejectment  may  l>e 
authorized  and  directed  in  order  to  test  the  validity  of  a  gnint  made  on 
the  aotli  of  June.  1797.  by  the  Baron  dc  Carondelct.  Governor- General 
of  Louisiana,  to  the  Marquis  lic  Maison  R*)uge. 

The  magiiitude  of  this  claim  renders  it  liighly  desirable  thai  a  speedy 
termination  should  be  put  to  all  contest  concerning  it,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  that  Congress  shall  authorize  such  proceedings  as.  may  be 
l>es(  calculated  lu  brinj^  it  to  a  close  lOHN  TYLER 


John  Tyler  ?0i4 

Washington,  July  p,  1843. 
To  the  House  oj  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  2ist  ultimo,  requesting  infonnation  relative  to  proceedings  of  this 
Government  in  the  case  of  George  Johnson,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  aggrieved  by  acts  of  authorities  of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with  the  accompanying 

P*I*"-  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Jtdy  14,  1842. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  0/  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
12th  instant,  requesting  copies  of  papers  upon  the  subject  of  the  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  ^^^^  TYh^K. 

Washington,  July  14,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant, 
calling  for  the  recent  correspondence  between  the  Republic  of  Mexi&o 
and  this  Government  in  relation  to  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  20,  1842. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  further  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  29th  of  April  last,  I  transmit  herewith  a  supplemental 
and  additional  report  of  William  M.  Steuart,  one  of  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  New  York  custom-house,  which 
has  recently  been  received,  and  which,  like  the  reports  of  the  commis- 
sioners heretofore  communicated  to  the  House,  I  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine.  For  the  reason  stated  in  my  message  to  the  House 
of  the  30th  of  April  last,  I  shall  abstain,  as  I  have  done  hitherto,  from 
recommending  any  speci&c  measures  which  might  be  suggested  by  an 
examination  of  the  various  reports  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  22,  1842. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
tjth  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
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and  the  Republic  of  Texas.  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State.  My  last  communication  to  Congress  relating  to  that  Republic 
was  my  message  of  the  ^otli  of  March  last,  5tigKeslinK  the  expediency 
of  legislative  provisions  for  improving  the  trade  and  facilitatiug  the 
intercourse  by  post  between  the  United  States  and  Texas.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  all  the  correspood- 
ence  between  tfie  two  Governments  siuce  that  period  which  it  would 
be  compatible  with,  the  public  iutorcst  to  coinmuuicatc  to  the  House  of 
Repreaeotatives  at  this  lime.  JOHN  TYLFR 

Washinotok,  August  S.  184*. 
To  the  Senate  0/ the  United  States.- 

In  the  communication  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  13th  o£  June,  in 
answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  there  appears  to  have 
been,  among  other  papers,  sundry  letters  addressed  to  the  Department 
of  State  by  certain  claimants  or  iheir  agents  containing  reQcctions  upon 
the  character  of  the  umpire  appointed  by  His  Prussian  Majesty  pursuaut 
to  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mcxicau  Repub- 
lic of  the  iitb  of  April.  1839.  As  the  call  was  for  all  communications 
which  luid  been  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by  any  of  the  claim- 
ants under  that  convention  relative  to  the  proceedings  and  progress  of 
the  mixed  commission,  the  copies  were  prepared  and  submitted  without 
attracting  the  attention  either  of  the  head  of  the  Department  or  mj-self. 
It  those  letters  had  been  noticed,  their  transmission  to  the  Senate,  if 
transmitted  at  all,  would  have  been  accompanied  by  a  disclaimer  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  of  any  intention  to  approve  such  charges.  The 
Executive  has  no  complaint  to  make  against  the  conduct  or  decisions  of 
the  highly  respectable  person  appointed  by  his  sovereign  umpire  belweeu 
the  American  and  Mexican  commissiooera.  JOHN  TYLER. 

W.WHnCGTON.  Atiffust  10,  iS4t. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  1 8th  July,  I  heremth  trans- 
mit a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasur>'  and  a  report  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  together  with  the  accompanyiug 
documents.*  jqj,jj  ^^^^ 


Washington.  August  11,  iSfg. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  satisfactiori  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  tlie  results  of  the 
negotiations  recently  had  in  this  city  with  the  British  miuister,  special 
and  extraordinary. 

■KclAliBc  totbciDBcaituBliJDf  of  rcDOsylMBlftBrcsue,  WuUattaa,  S.  C 


John  Tylei 
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These  results  comprise — 

First.  A  treaty  to  settle  and  define  the  boundaries  between  the  terri- 
tories of  the  TTnited  Slates  and  the  possessions  of  Her  BrilaonJc  Majesty 
in  North  America,  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  strive  trade,  and  the 
surrender  of  criminals  fugitive  from  justice  in  certain  cases. 

Second.  A  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the 
colonial  autht)ritics  of  the  British  Wwt  Indies  with  American  merchant 
vessel^i  driven  by  stress  of  weather  or  carried  by  violence  into  the  ports 
of  those  colonies. 

Third.  A  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  attack  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  steamltoat  Caroline. 

Fourth.  A  corrtsptrndcnce  on  the  subject  of  impressment. 

If  this  trcatyshall  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Senate,  it  will  termi- 
nate a  difference  respecting  boundary  wliich  has  long  subsisted  between 
the  two  Go\-eroroents,  has  been  the  subject  of  several  ineffectual  at- 
tempts at  settlement,  and  has  sometimes  led  to  great  irritation,  not  with- 
out danger  of  di.sturhing  the  existing  peace.  Both  the  United  States 
and  the  States  more  immediately  concerned  have  entertained  no  doubt 
of  the  vaHdity  of  the  American  title  to  all  the  territory  which  has  been 
in  dispute,  but  that  title  was  controverted  and  the  Government  of  the 
Vuited  States  had  a^ecd  to  make  the  dispute  a  subject  of  arbitration. 
One  arbitration  had  been  actually  had,  but  had  failed  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy, and  it  was  found  at  the  commencement  of  last  year  that  a  cor- 
respondence had  been  in  progress  between  the  two  Governments  for  a 
joint  commission,  with  an  ultimate  reference  to  an  umpire  or  arbitrator 
with  authority  to  make  a  finnl  decision.  That  correspondence,  however, 
had  been  retarded  by  \'arious  occurrences,  and  had  come  to  uo  definite 
result  when  the  special  mission  of  Lord  Ashburton  was  announced. 
This  movement  on  the  part  of  England  afforded  in  the  jndgment  of  the 
Executive  a  favorable  opportunity  for  making  an  attempt  to  settle  this 
long-existing  controversy  by  some  agreement  or  treaty  without  further 
reference  to  arbitration. 

It  seemed  entirely  proper  that  if  this  purpose  were  entertained  consul- 
^tioQ  should  be  had  with  the  authorities  of  the  States  of  Maine  and 
ifassachusetts.  Letters,  therefore,  of  which  copies  are  herewith  com- 
manica.ted,  were  addressed  to  the  governors  of  those  States,  suggesting 
that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  by  each  of  them,  respectively,  to 
repair  to  this  city  and  confer  with  the  authorities  of  this  Go^•cmmcnt  on 
a  Une  by  agreement  or  compromise,  with  its  equivalents  and  compensa- 
tions. This  suggestion  was  met  by  lx>th  States  in  a  .spirit  of  candor  and 
patriotism  and  promptly  comphed  vriCix.  Four  commissioners  on  the  part 
ol  Maine  and  three  on  the  part  of  Mns.sachusett,s,  .ill  persons  of  distinc- 
tion and  high  character,  were  duly  .ip|)oiiite<l  and  comnii.'^sioned  and  lost 
no  time  in  presenting  themselves  at  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.     These  commissioners  have  been  in  correspondence  with 


20I7 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


thw  Go^xnimcnt  during  the  period  of  the  disciissioiis;  have  enjoyed  its 
confidence  and  free-stcommtinications;  luve  aided  the  general  object  with 
their  counsel  and  ncU'ice.  nnd  in  the  end  have  unaninioiutly  signified  tbeir 
assent  to  the  Hue  propwied  in  the  treaty. 

Ordinarily  it  would  be  no  ca.4;  task  to  reconcile  and  Ining  together 
such  a  variety  of  interests  in  a  matter  in  itself  difficult  and  perplexed, 
hnt  the  efforts  of  the  Oovcmmcat  in  attempting  to  accomplish  this 
desirable  object  have  been  seconded  and  sustained  by  a  spirit  of  accom- 
modation and  conciliation  on  the  part  of  the  States  concerned,  to  which 
much  of  the  success  of  these  efforts  is  to  be  ascribed. 

Connected  with  the  settlement  of  the  line  of  the  northeastern  bound- 
ary, so  far  as  it  respects  the  States  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  is  the 
continuation  of  that  line  along  the  highlauds  to  the  northwestcmiDosI 
head  of  Connecticut  River.  Which,  of  the  sources  of  that  stream  is 
entitled  to  this  character  has  been  matter  of  controversy  and  of  some 
interest  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  The  Kiiij;  r>f  the  Netherlands 
decided  the  ntain  branch  to  be  the  northwesternmost  bend  of  tlie  Coii- 
iieeiicut.  This  did  not  satisfy  the  claim  of  New  Hampshire.  The  line 
agreed  to  in  the  present  treaty  follows  the  highlands  to  the  head  of 
Halls  Stream  and  thence  down  tliat  river,  embracing  the  whole  claim 
of  New  Hampshire  and  e-itablishing  her  litlc  to  loo.ooo  acres  of  terri- 
tor>*  more  than  she  would  have  had  by  the  decision  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands. 

By  the  treaty  of  1783  the  line  is  to  proceed  down  the  Connecticut 
River  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thence  west  by  that 
parallel  till  it  strikes  the  St.  Lawrence.  Recent  examinations  having 
a.sccrtaiucd  that  the  line  heretofore  rccci\xd  as  the  true  line  of  latitude 
between  those  points  was  erroneous,  and  that  the  correction  of  this  error 
would  not  only  leave  on  the  Itritish  side  a  consriderable  tract  of  territory 
heretofore  supposed  to  belong  lo  the  States  of  Vermont  and  Xew  York, 
but  also  Roa^es  Point,  the  site  of  a  military  work  of  the  United  States, 
it  has  been  regarded  as  an  object  of  importance  not  only  to  establUh  the 
rights  and  jurisdiction  of  tho.sc  States  up  to  the  line  to  which  they  have 
been  considered  to  extend,  hut  also  to  comprehend  Rouses  Point  within 
the  territory-  of  the  United  States.  The  relinquishment  by  the  British 
Government  of  all  the  territory  south  of  the  line  heretofore  considered 
to  be  the  tnie  line  has  been  obtained,  and  the  consideration  for  this 
relinqutsliment  is  to  inure  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  to  the  States 
of  Maine  and  Massachu»ett.t4 

The  line  of  boundary,  then,  Irom  the  source  ol  the  St.  Croix  lo  the 
St.  Lawrence,  so  far  as  Maine  and  Massachusetts  are  coucemed,  if  fixed 
by  their  own  consent  and  for  considerations  satisfactory  to  them,  the 
chief  of  these  considerations  being  the  privilege  of  traijsporting  the  lum- 
ber and  agricuUural  products  };rown  and  raised  in  Maine  on  the  walersof 
the  St.  Johns  and  its  tributaries  down  that  river  to  the  ocean  free  from 
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imposition  or  disability.  Tbe  itnportaoce  of  this  privilege,  perpetual  in 
its  terms,  to  a  country  cox-ercd  nl  present  by  pine  forests  of  great  value, 
and  much  of  it  capable  hereafter  of  aRrictilt iiral  improvement,  is  not  a 
matter  upon  which  the  opinion  of  intetlicent  men  is  likely  to  be  divided. 

So  far  as  New  Hampshire  is  conctrn«!.  the  treaty  secures  all  that  she 
requires,  and  New  York  and  \'crmont  arc  quieted  to  tbe  extent  of  their 
claim  and  occupation.  The  difference  which  would  be  mode  in  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  these  two  Slates  by  correcting  tbe  parallel  of  latitude 
may  be  seen  on  Tanner's  maps  (1836),  new  atlas,  maps  N03.  6  and  9. 

From  the  intersection  of  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  with 
tbe  St.  Lawrence  and  along  that  river  and  the  lalces  to  the  water  com- 
munication between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  the  line  was  dc&ni- 
tively  agreed  on  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments  under 
the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent-,  but  between  this  last-mentioned 
point  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  tbe  commissioners  acting  under  the 
sc^TDth  article  of  tliat  treaty  found  several  matters  of  disagreement,  and 
therefore  made  no  joint  report  to  their  respective  Governments.  Tlie 
first  of  these  was  Sugar  Islanc),  or  Si.  Georges  Island,  lying  in  St.  Marys 
River,  or  tbe  water  communication  l)etweeu  Lakes  Huron  aud  Superior. 
By  tlie  present  treaty  this  utland  is  embraced  in  the  territories  of  the 
L'nitcd  States.  Both  from  soil  aud  position  it  is  regarded  as  of  much 
value. 

Another  matter  of  difference  was  the  manner  of  extending  the  line 
from  the  point  at  which  tbe  commissioners  arrived,  north  of  I.sle  Royale, 
in  I^ke  Superior,  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  British  commissioner 
insisted  on  proceeding  to  Fond  du  Lac,  at  the  southwest  angle  of  the 
lake,  and  thence  by  the  river  St.  I^ouLs  to  the  Rainy  Lake.  The  Ameri- 
can- commissioner  supposed  the  tnic  course  to  be  to  proceed  by  way  of 
the  Dog  River.  Attempts  were  made  to  compromise  this  difference,  but 
without  success.  The  details  of  these  proceedings  are  found  at  length 
in  the  printed  separate  reports  of  the  commissioners. 

From  tbe  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  remote  country  at  tbe  date  d( 
the  treaty  of  peace,  some  of  the  descriptions  in  that  treaty  do  nut  liar- 
monize  with  its  natural  features  as  now  ascertained.  "Long  Lake"  is 
nowhere  to  be  found  under  that  name.  There  is  reason  for  supposing, 
however,  that  the  sheet  of  water  intended  by  that  name  is  the  esluar>'  at 
the  month  of  Pigeon  Kiver,  The  present  treaty  therefore  adopts  that 
estuary  and  river,  and  afterwards  pursues  the  usual  route  across  the 
height  of  land  by  the  various  portages  and  small  lakes  till  the  liuc 
reaches  Rainy  Lake,  from  wliicb  the  commissioners  agreed  on  the  exten- 
sion of  it  to  its  termination  in  the  uorthwest  angle  of  the  Lake  of  tlie 
Woods.  The  region  of  country  on  and  near  the  shore  of  the  lake 
between  Pigeon  River  on  the  north  and  Fond  du  Lac  and  the  river  St. 
Loui*  on  the  south  and  west,  considered  valuable  as  a  mineral  region, 
is  thus  included  wilbhi  tbe  United  Slates.     It  embraces  a  territory  of 
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4.000,000  acres  northward  of  the  cblin  set  np  by  Ui«  Britisli  coaunis- 
sioncr  uudcr  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Frum  the  height  of  land  at  the  head 
of  Pigcoii  River  westerly  to  the  Rainy  Lake  the  country  is  iiiiderstood 
to  be  of  little  valae,  bein^  dc^ribed  by  surveyors  aud  marked  tut  the 
map  as  a  region  of  rock  aud  water. 

From  the  uorth«-est  .lUgle  of  the  l^ke  of  the  Woods,  which  is  found 
to  be  in  latitude  45"  23'  55"  north,  existing  treaties  require  the  line  to  be 
run  due  south  tn  its  intersection  with  the  forty-lifth  parallel,  and  thence 
alsti^  that  parallel  to  the  Kocky  Mountains. 

After  sundry  informal  commnnications  with  the  British  miniMer  upoo 
the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  two  countries  to  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  so  little  probability  was  found  to  exist  of  coming  to 
any  agreement  on  that  subject  at  present  that  it  was  not  thought  expe- 
dient to  make  it  one  of  the  subjects  of  fonnal  uegotiatiun  to  be  entered 
Upon  between  this  Government  and  the  British  minister  as  part  of  his 
duties  under  liis  special  mission. 

By  the  treaty  of  1 7S3  the  line  of  division  along  the  rivers  and  lakes 
from  the  place  where  Ihe  forty-Gfth  parallel  of  north  latitude  strikes  Ibe 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior  is  invariably  to  be  drawn 
through  the  middle  of  such  waters,  and  not  through  the  tniddleot  their 
main  channels,  Such  a  line,  if  extended  according  to  the  literal  terms  of 
the  treaty,  would,  it  is  obvious,  occasionally  intersect  islands.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments  dealt  with  this 
difficult  subject  may  be  seen  in  their  reports.  But  where  the  line  thus 
following  the  middle  of  the  river  or  water  course  did  not  meet  with 
islands,  yet  it  was  liable  sometimes  to  leave  the  only  practicable  navi- 
gable channel  altogether  on  one  side.  The  treaty  made  no  provision 
for  the  common  use  of  the  waters  by  the  citizens  aud  subjects  of  both 
countries. 

It  has  happened,  therefore,  in  a  few  instances  that  the  use  of  the  ri\-eT 
in  particular  places  would  be  greatly  diminished  to  one  party  or  the  other 
if  iu  fact  there  was  not  a  choice  in  the  use  of  channels  aud  passages. 
Thus  at  the  Long  Sault.  in  the  St.  Lawrence — a  dangerous  passage, 
practicable  only  for  boats — the  onlj'  safe  run  is  lietweeu  the  Long  Satilt 
Islands  and  Bamharts  Island  (all  which  belong  to  the  United  States)  on 
one  side  and  the  American  shore  on  the  other.  On  the  other  hand,  by 
far  the  best  pa.s!>age  for  ves-sels  of  any  depth  of  water  from  I^ke  Erie 
into  the  Detroit  River  is  between  Bois  Blanc,  a  British  island,  and  the 
Canadian  shore.  So  again,  there  are  several  channels  or  passages,  of 
different  degrees  of  facility  and  usefulness,  between  the  several  islaada 
iu  the  river  St.  Clair  at  or  near  its  entry  into  the  lake  of  that  name.  In 
these  three  cases  the  treaty  proWdes  that  all  the  several  [massages  and 
channels  shall  be  free  aud  open  to  the  use  of  the  citizens  aud  subjects  of 
both  parlies. 

The  treaty  obligations  subsisting  between  the  two  countries  for  the 
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supprtssion  of  the  African  slav«  trade  and  the  complaints  made  to  this 
Govemment  within  the  Inst  three  or  four  years,  niany  of  them  but  too 

LWell  founded,  of  the  VLsitntion,  seizure,  and  detention  of  Americnn  ves- 
sehi  on  that  coast  by  British  cruisers  could  not  but  fomi  a  delicate  and 
highly  important  part  of  the  ne^tiations  which  have  now  been  held. 

The  early  and  prominent  part  nhich  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  taken  for  the  abolition  o£  this  ualan-ful  and  inhuman  traffic  is 
well  known.  By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  it  is  declared 
that  the  traffic  iu  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of  humanity 
and  justice,  and  that  both  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desir- 
of  continuing:  their  efTorts  to  promote  Its  entire  abolition;  and  it  is 
thereby  agreed  that  both  the  coDtmcting  parties  shall  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object.  The  Govemmeut  o£  the 
United  States  has  by  law  declared  the  African  slave  trade  piracy,  and  at 
its  suggestion  other  nations  have  made  similar  enactments.  It  has  not 
been  wanting  in  honest  and  zealous  efforts,  made  in  conformity  with 
the  wishes  of  the  whole  couutr>',  to  accomplish  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
traffic  in  slaves  upon  the  African  coast,  but  these  efforts  and  those  o( 
other  countries  directed  to  tlie  same  end  have  proved  to  a.  considcraWe 

Idegree  unsuccessful.  Treaties  are  knon-u  to  have  been  entered  into  some 
years  ago  between  England  .and  France  hy  which  the  former  power, 
which  usually  maintains  a  Urge  naval  force  on  the  African  station,  was 

iautliorized  lo  sei/e  and  bring  in  for  adjudication  vessels  found  engaged 
In  the  slave  trade  imdcr  the  French  flag. 

It  is  known  that  in  December  last  a  treaty  was  signed  in  London  by 
the  representatives  of  England,  France,  Russia.  Pni.ssia.  and  Austria  hav* 
ing  for  its  professed  object  a  strong  and  united  effort  of  the  five  powers 
to  put  an  end  to  the  traffic.  This  treaty  was  not  officially  comniuoioited 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  but  it.<i  provisions  and  stipula- 
tions are  supposed  lo  be  accurately  known  to  the  public.  It  is  under- 
Stood  to  1»  not  yet  ratified  on  the  part  of  France. 

No  application  or  request  hasljccii  made  to  this  Government  to  l)ecome 
ty  to  this  treaty,  hut  the  course  it  might  take  in  regard  to  it  has 

Vacated  no  small  degree  of  Btlcntiun  and  discussion  in  Europe,  as  the 
principle  upon  which  it  is  founded  and  the  stipulations  which  it  coutains 
faax'C  caused  warm  animadversions  and  great  political  exeitement . 

In  my  message  at  the  coniniencemcnt  of  the  present  session  of  Congress 
I  endeai.'ored  to  state  the  principles  which  this  Government  supports 
respecting  the  right  of  searcli  and  the  immunity  of  Sags.  Desirous  of 
maintaining  those  priuuiple^  fully,  al  the  same  time  that  exlstiug  obliga* 
tions  should  be  fiUfilled,  I  have  thought  it  most  consistent  with  the  honor 
ftod  dignity  of  the  couDtr>'  tliut  it  should  execute  its  own  laws  aud  per- 
f<Arm  itt  own  obligations  by  its  own  means  and  its  own  power. 

The  examination  or  visitation  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  one  nation 
by  the  cruisers  of  another  for  any  purpose  except  those  known  ant) 
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acknon'Icdgcd  b>'  the  law  of  nations,  under  whatever  restraints  or  regu- 
lations it  may  take  place,  may  lead  to  daugerouK  resalts.  It  is  far  belter 
b>'  other  means  to  supersede  any  supposed  necessity  or  any  motive  foi 
such  examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant  vcsiict  by  an 
armed  cruiser  is  always  a  delicate  proceeding,  apt  to  touch  the  point  of 
natioiml  honor  as  well  as  to  affect  the  interests  of  indi%'iduals.  It  has 
beta  thouRht,  therefore,  expedient,  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  stip- 
vlatiouK  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  but  at  the  same  time  as  removing-  all 
pretext  ou  the  part  of  others  for  violating  the  immunities  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag  upon  the  was,  as  they  exist  nnd  are  defined  by  the  law  of 
nations,  to  enter  into  the  articles  now  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  treaty  which  I  now  .submit  to  yoii  proposes  no  alteration,  miti- 
|;ation,  or  modification  of  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations.  It  provides 
simply  that  each  of  the  two  Governments  shall  maintain  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  a  sufficient  squadron  to  enforce  separately  and  respectively  the 
laws,  rights,  and  obligations  of  the  two  countries  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade. 

Another  consideration  of  great  importance  has  recommended  this 
mode  ol  fulfilling  the  duties  and  obligations  of  the  country'.  Our  com- 
merce along  the  western  coast  of  Africa  is  extensive,  and  supposed  to  be 
increasing.  There  is  reason  to  think  that  iu  many  cases  those  engaged 
in  it  have  met  with  intcrmptious  and  annoyances  caused  by  the  jeal- 
ousy and  instigation  of  rivals  engaged  in  the  same  trade.  Many  com- 
plaints on  tills  subject  have  reached  the  Government.  A  respectable 
□aval  force  on  the  coust  u$  the  uatural  resort  and  security  against  flu- 
ther  occurrences  of  this  kind. 

The  surrender  to  justice  of  persons  who,  lia\ing  committed  high  crimes, 
Bcek  an  asylum  in  the  territories  of  a  neighboring  nation  would  seem  to 
be  an  act  due  to  the  cau&e  of  general  justice  and  properly  belonging 
to  the  present  slate  of  civilization  and  intercourse.  The  British  Prov- 
inces of  North  America  are  separated  from  the  States  of  the  Union  by  a 
line  oi  several  thousand  miles,  and  along  portions  of  this  hnc  the  amount 
of  population  on  either  side  is  quite  considerable,  while  the  passage  of 
the  boundary  is  always  easy. 

Offenders  against  the  law  on  the  one  side  transfer  thcmscK'cs  to  the 
Other.  Sometimes,  with  great  difficulty,  they  are  brought  to  justice,  bot 
very  often  they  wholly  escape.  A  consciousness  of  immunity  from  the 
power  of  avoiding  justice  in  this  way  instigates  the  tmprincipled  and 
reckless  to  the  commUsion  of  offenses,  and  the  peace  and  good  neighbor- 
hood of  the  border  are  consequently  often  di.stnrbed. 

In  the  case  of  offenders  fleeing  from  Canada  into  the  United  States,  the 
go«rnors  of  States  are  often  applied  to  for  their  surrender,  and  qtiestions 
of  a  very  embarrassing  nature  arise  from  Ihcsc  applicaliyns.  It  has 
been  thought  higlily  important,  therefore,  to  provide  for  the  whole  case 
by  a  proper  treaty  stipulation.  The  article  on  the  subject  In  the  pro- 
posed treaty  is  carefullv  confined  to  such  offenses  as  all  mankind  agree 
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to  rcKard  as  heinous  and  destructive  of  the  sccorily  of  life  and  property. 
Ju  this  careful  and  specific  enumeration  u(  crimes  the  (Jjjcct  has  been 
to  exclude  all  political  ofieuse»  or  criminal  charges  arising  from  wars 
or  intestine  commotions.  Treason,  misprision  of  treason,  libels,  ficMr- 
tion  from  military  service,  and  other  offenses  of  similar  character  are 
excluded. 

And  lest  some  unforeseen  inconvenience  or  unexpected  abuse  sliould 
arise  from  the  stipulation  rendering  its  continuance  in  the  opinion  of  one 
or  both  of  the  parties  not  longer  desirable,  it  is  left  in  the  power  of  cither 
to  put  an  end  to  it  at  will. 

The  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline  at  Schlosscr  four  or  five  years 
ago  occasioned  uo  small  de^ee  of  excitement  at  the  time,  and  became  the 
subject  of  correspondence  between  the  two  Governments.  That  corre* 
apondence.  having  been  suspended  for  a  considerable  period,  u'as  renewed 
iu  the  spring  of  the  last  year,  but  no  satisfactory  result  having  been 
arrived  at,  it  was  thought  proper,  though  the  occurrence  had  ceased  to 
be  fresli  and  recent,  not  to  omit  attention  to  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
It  has  only  been  so  far  discussed  in  the  correspondence  now  submitted  as 
it  was  accomplished,  by  a  violation  of  the  territorj'  of  the  United  States. 
The  letter  of  the  British  minister,  while  he  attempts  to  justify  that  viola- 
tion upon  the  ground  of  a  pressing  and  o\'crruling  ncccisity,  admitting, 
nc\'crthclcss,  that  even  if  justifiable  an  apology  was  due  for  it.  and 
accompanying  this  acknon-lcdgmcnt  with  a.-iSuranccsof  the  sacred  regard 
of  bis  Government  for  the  inviolability  of  national  territor>',  has  seemed 
to  me  sufficient  to  warrant  forbearance  from  any  further  remouslrance 
against  what  took  place  as  an  aggression  on  the  soil  and  territorj-  o( 
the  country.  On  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  the  British  authorities 
lo  the  West  Indies,  a  confident  hope  is  entertained  that  the  coirespond- 
CDCC  which  has  taken  place,  showing  the  grounds  taken  by  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  British  minister,  will  be 
found  such  as  to  satiety  the  just  expectation  of  the  people  of  the  I7uitcd 
States. 

The  impressment  of  seamen  from  merchant  vessels  of  Hits  country  by 
British  cruisers,  although  not  practiced  in  lime  of  peace,  and  therefore 
not  at  present  a  productive  cause  of  difference  and  irritation,  lias,  never* 
tbeless,  hitherto  been  so  pmmiTient  a  topic  of  controversy  and  is  so  likely 
to  bring  on  renew«l  coiuetnions  at  the  first  breaking  out  of  a  European 
war  that  it  has  been  thought  the  part  of  wisdom  now  to  take  it  into  seri- 
otis  and  earnest  consideration.  The  letter  from  the  Secrelar>*  of  State 
to  the  British  minister  explains  the  ground  which  tlie  Go\'enimem  has 
assumed  and  the  principle*  which  it  means  to  uphold.  For  the  defense 
of  these  grounds  and  the  maintenance  of  theic  principles  the  most  jier- 
feet  reliance  is  placed  on  the  intelligence  of  the  American  people  and  on 
their  firmness  and  patriotism  in  whatever  touches  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try or  its  great  and  essential  interests,  lOEiN  TV  I  ER 
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[TIk  IvIlowiaB  mxK  Insenod  bwauw  Ibcr  pcruln  U  ibe  troatj  ihi«imiIi[iJ  irilk  the  awanc*  «r 

rnaidcat  Tylci  latincdl ■((!}>  pr*ccdin|[.] 

riKfAKTMKNT  OK  STATH, 

To  thf  Smair  o/a^f/n,i,-d  States:  Waihi»f:lon,  A,ii:uU  j.  ifl^. 

The  Secretary  of  SUtc  lias  the  honor  to  tmiisuiit  to  Ib«  Senate,  iu  compliance 
iritt  «  T«aolatioii  wloptcd  by  it  oa  the  39lh  ultimo,  a  copy  of  ttic  fifint  report  uf  the 
COmoiLMioaera  under  the  treaty  of  Wakbingtun  uf  AukuU  9.  184:1.  toKeUier  trtlh  ■ 
co](y  iif  the  report  of  the  American  cotnin»sioner  transmitting  ihe  ntne  to  the  State 


Ccpartiucut. 
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Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Bnehanan. 

WASHlJfCTOS,  April  JO,  ill/S. 

Snt:  In  preaenling  to  you.  the  joint  report  of  the  cominiauouers  :ippolnted  under 
the  treaty  of  Wushington  of  August  9,  [H41,  to  survey  uiiil  miirklhe  line  of  boondaiy 
bclwcvii  the  United  SUtca  and  the  Britiali  rroviiicca,  vrtiicb  I  have  the  honor  boc- 
witli  most  respeclfiilly  to  t^ubmic,  I  have  to  pctfomi  the  painful  dniy  of  infcirmiDg 
you  tliat  the  maps  of  that  line  and  of  the  iid}a«.*eitt  eountry,  which  hod  bevn  elabo* 
nttelj-  constructed  by  tlic  nciciitific  corps  011  tin:  part  of  tlic  L'nilcd  States,  and 
cuutoined  upon  11x3  thcelK  uf  drawing;  pajier  uf  tUt?  hiTgent  ki/e.  tngetlit-T  with  the 
tables  of  the  sun-cv,  tiuve  been  destroyed  by  th«  couflftgratioTi  of  (lie  buildin];  in 
which  they  were  conlniiic'l.  This  bouoe  had  Iferu  occupied  by  Major  James  D. 
Crah8.m,  the  head  of  the  scientific  corps  and  principal  astronomer  of  the  Atnerictm 
commission,  as  hia  office  until  his  departure  for  Stcxico.  Alt  the  maps,  drawiot^, 
and  tables  linil  been  completed  and  duly  auUicntimteil  bj-  the  joint  cfKniniiaioni^rK, 
and  wctc  rendy  to  be  deposited  with  their  joint  re|ior1  under  their  hnnds  ami  aemla 
in  the  archive:!  of  tliis  Government.  Of  this  1  had  the  honor  lo  inform  you  iu  my 
letter  of  the  34II1  ultimo. 

I  c&ii  hardly  express  the  pain  which  this  unfortunate  event  has  occatioiicd  tne. 
But  I  cjtu  nut  ]>eri'cive  thiit  any  iinpuution  of  MaiiiC!<*3n  pniperly  lie  attached  to  any 
oflSccr  of  the  commiiwion.  Tlie  CAre  and  custody  of  nil  the  work  of  the  United  Statea 
Bcicntilic  corps  were  propetly  placed  in  char^  of  Major  Graham,  n.f  the  head  of  that 
corpa,  who  had  had  the  immediate  direction  and  superintendence  of  it  from  the  first 
Orgaiiixatioii  of  the  conimtHiion,  He  reiguircd  tlie  mnpa  niid  tabim  at  hiii  office  for 
reference  anil  revision  in  tlie  pnjjfrts.1  of  tbe  astmniJinicul  work.  l"i»n  liiit  depiar- 
ture  for  Itlezico  he  placed  I.iculcimtit  A.  W.  Whipple  in  his  rooniB  with  an  injunction 
to  guard  with  the  uttno^t  care  the  valuable  propcny  of  tlic  conimi  won.  On  Uic  day 
after  he  left  the  city,  and  when  for  tiie  first  time  iiitormcil  of  the  fact,  1  called  upon 
{.ieiilenatit  Whipple  and  reijiicitted  him  to  have  all  the  inapa,  drawingo,  and  tablen 
ready  to  lie  lumeil  over  to  the  State  Department  on  the  followtntc  day.  On  the  24th 
ultimo  1  actjuninted  you  with  that  fact. 

No  censure  can  poscibly  be  attributed  to  Lieutenant  Whipple,  whose  great  care 
and  attention  to  all  hist  duties  ha%'e  been  on  all  occasions  highly  diitiuguished.  He 
eacnped  from  the  fire  with  scarcely  an  article  of  hin  dress,  and  his  loss  in  money  and 
clothing  i»  at  Icart  |i,ooo.  Major  Grabmu  has  Icwt  liia  \-aluable  library,  together 
with  personal  effects  to  a  large  amount.  The  lire  was  comniuuicated  from  the  baae- 
ment  of  the  bouse,  and  by  no  efTort  could  anything  be  sa^-cd. 

Tlieie  arc  trucin>^  of  the  mapit  upon  "tissue  paper,"  without  the  topography,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  but  they  are  not  signed  by  the  com  miss  i  oners. 

The  field  booka  of  the  cugiaeera  were,  fortunately,  not  in  Major  Crabam'a  office, 
mid  are  preserved. 

Duplicate!  of  the  map»,  duly  atitheniicated,  have  beea  pbced  in  tbe  British  sr- 
(Jilvcs  at  Liondon.  which,  although  they  have  not  the  lopoeraphy  of  the  country  so 
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fully  laid  down  apon  thcni  aa  it  was  upon  onr  own,  ttrprcacnt  with  eqntil  csactnc» 
the  survey  of  the  botindary  itself.  Should  it  be  deemed  espcdiMit  by  thU  Govem- 
inrnl  to  procure  copies  of  them,  ncccM  to  Uiow  «rchivcB  for  Ibat  puipoec  would 
undoubtedly  be  prnnitlnl.  and  lite  object  accomjilbbed  at  small  expenac,  and  wben 
computed  th«9e  eopiMcoiild  >k-  anthetiticatM]  by  the  joint  ooTOBiaBWDen  in  accord- 
aocc  with  the  provisiom  of  tbe  treaty. 

I  have  tbe  booor  to  be,  with  great  rtq>cct,  youi  obedlem  and  humble  servant. 

ALBERT  SMITJI. 


Ittpert  0/  the  joint  fommisnoH  of  houMtiary  appoinled  umier  tkt  treaty  of 
Washington  of  Angnsl  ji.  jS^. 

The  undcrrigned,  coouxiissioners  appointed  under  the  treaty  oflVathington  to  trace 
and  miu-k  tlie  bouodary.  m  directed  by  that  treaty,  between  tbe  Britiali  poMcssIoaa 
in  North  America  sod  tlie  United  Slates — Ibat  ia  to  uy,  Jamec  BincknuU  Jtucknall 
Eatcoort,  Iteutenant-eolooel  in  the  BrilMh  anny,  appointed  comnmatoncr  by  IIci 
Bfiiannic  Majesty,  awl  Albert  Smith,  nppointeil  commiuioner  by  the  l*rcsidcrtt  of 
the  Tnited  States— having  accompli'.lied  the  duty  assigned  to  tbeni,  do  now,  in 
Bceardaacc  with  the  directions  of  the  ntd  treaty,  submit  the  following  report  anit 
tbf  accompany ing  maps,  jointly  signed,  to  their  respective  Governments. 

loobedtenec  to  the  termn  of  the  treaty,  the  undmi^od  met  at  Baagor.  iit  the  SUtc 
of  Maine,  on  tbe  1st  day  of  May,  l843'  where  they  produccil  and  verified  the  author- 
ity nnder  which  Ibey  each  were  respectively  to  act.  Ttiey  then  adjourneil.  1tecaiu« 
the  weather  waa  not  «uffieiently  open  for  taking  the  field,  to  the  ist  of  tbe  fullowinii 
month  (June),  and  agreed  to  meet  again  at  that  lime  at  Houlton. 

Auocdingly,  they  did  meet  at  lliat  pluce,  anil  liegan  their  operations. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  state  at  the  uut^ct  that  for  the  mUc  of  convcnicace  the 
whola  line  of  boundary  marked  by  the  undersigned  has  been  diritled  in  the  mention 
made  of  tbe  difFerent  poftionn  into  the  fi^llowing  grand  riiviKions,  vu.: 

"North  line."  from  the  source  of  the  SL  Croix  to  the  intcraection  of  the  St.  John. 

"River  St.  John,"  from  the  inleraection  of  tbe  north  tine  to  the  month  of  the  St. 
pnacia. 

"  Rirer  St.  Pninci»."  from  its  mouth  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenngamonk. 

"Soalhwestliae,"fromlheouUetoflj»kePohenagamook  to  the  Northwest  Branch 
of  the  St  John. 

■•Sontli  line,"  from  the  Northwest  Branch  to  the  parallel  of  latitude  46'  1$'  00 
the  SouUm-cfit  Branrh. 

"Sonthwcat  Itranch,"  from  tlie  iwmllel  46"  25'  to  its  .■Ninrce. 

"  Highlands."  fnmt  the  source  of  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John  lo  the 
aourcc  of  Halla  Stream. 

"  llall*  Stream,"  from  ita  source  to  the  Intersection  of  the  line  of  Valentine  and 
CoUins. 

"  West  line,"  from  Ilalla  Streum  to  the  St.  I^wrence  near  St.  Regis,  along  tbe  line 
of  Valentine  and  CoUina. 

To  return  to  the  narratioa  of  opcratious: 

The  exploring  line  of  Colonel  Bouchettc  and  Mr.  Johnson,  as  directed  by  tbe 
treaty,  wa«  traced  from  the  monument  at  the  aonnee  of  the  St.  Croix  to  tbe  intersec- 
tion of  the  St.  John. 

Tile  tnoniinwnt  found  at  tlie  Kouiue  (>r  Uic  SL  Craix,  aa  described  in  the  report  of 
ColoDcl  Bouchctte  and  Mr.  Johntou,  and  the  courae  of  their  exploring  hoe,  waa 
traced  by  bbuxs  or  iturka  upon  the  trcca. 

Ab  oU  line,  cut  out  by  the  a»ifttant  surveyors  of  Colonel  Itouehctte  and  Mr.  John- 
was  alM  found,  which  terminated  about  lialT  a  mile  north  of  the  South  Branch  of 
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the  Hcdiixiiikeaj:.  where,  bj  rCcordii  to  wlilch  (h«  nndendgnefl  referrad,  tfary  i 
Mineii  Dint  it  hnd  hvi'ti  atnnd&np'l  b«cftUM  nf  iU  <I«vi*tioa  from  Ui«  rxploritig  liiw 
of  Colnnel  Bf.uchctlr  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

After  W\c  vxiiltimtiiin  hdcI  ir-ninrkinn  u(  the  north  line  it  wu  cut  out  30  (eel  wblci 
Tlir  hunc  WHS  •flenrutls  done  in  all  pHrt«  where  the  Iwundary  pawtd  thron^b 
wocxllanil.  After  thuKopeninj;  the  north  liiie  it  w&s  sun-eycil,  and  iron  potfa  were 
errctcd  at  inlen-als  to  mnrlc  it. 

The  ji^ncnLl  IiciLrinK  of  the  lincwanratbertothcwcdoftbc  meridian  of  tbc  monii- 
meiit  at  tlic^  M)utcc  of  the  St.  CrDix.  Tlie  precise  line  Uid  down  by  ttie  undenigned 
wu  dt^i^fmintrd  1>y  micc^eMive  ecaxnes,^  of  vrhirh  (^ch  wtw  itutde  to  b«  od  long  ft<  waa 
convenient,  pmvidetl  it  did  not  \»sr  out  of  Ihe  npeninK  of  30  feet. 

At  escb  angle  of  dollectioii  an  iron  monument  was  erected,  and  placed  anglewiae 
with  the  line.  Other  monamenta  were  erected  at  the  croMing  ^f  roads,  nrcrs,  and 
at  tvcry  mile,  cotimicncitiK  from  tlie  source  of  the  ,St.  Crotx.  Thoae  which  were  not 
inien(l>nl  to  tniirk  nngU-u  of  dt-fltrtiim  were  ptaerd  (Hjuan-  witli  Ihe  line. 

At  Ihr  inlnttrcttiin  of  the  M.  John  by  the  north  line  the  river  in  deep  nnd  liroad. 
The  boundary  runs  up  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  river,  as  indicated  by  Lbe 
Biapa.,  dividing  tlic  islan<ls  as  follows; 

No.    1.  Ryan's  Isliuid United  Stele*. 

Na    a.  Kiny's  lUaiid United  SUles. 

Na    3.  I^s  Trois  Isl«s ,-. Unttc<l  SUtea. 

No.    4.  I^  Septieme  I.ile ..#..* United  States. 

NOt    3,  QtiiasibM Great  Brilain. 

Ka    6.  LaGmnd  Isle United  States. 

Na    7.  Tliihiileau'a  Islamla , United  Stales. 

Noi    8.  Maduwaaks  laUnda Great  Itritain. 

Na    9.  Joseph  Mtcbaud's  three  isLanda United  SUtcs. 

Na  ta  Pine  Inland Great  Britain. 

Ko.  tl.  Baker'n 

Turtle 

Daglc's 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Ho.  13.  Kenned v'm  Island.  ...■•  • Great  Britain. 

Na  13.  CrwJtS'      j 

Cranberry  !  islanda Gnat  Uritaln. 

Gwosebcrry) 

Ko.  14.  Savage's  lalaiid United  SUtea. 

No.  IJ.  Wheelock'*  Inlanil United  State*. 

Ko.  16.  Caton'.i  I.iUnd. Unitetl  Stales, 

Ko.  17.  lioneyweiralstand. L*  11 L ted  Stales. 

Na  1&  Savng«and  Johnson's  laUnd United  StaUs. 

Na  19.  Grew's  Inland United  States. 

No.  aa  Kendall's  Island Great  Britain. 

The  islanda  were  diatiibuted  to  Oimt  Britai  n  or  to  the  United  States,  as  they  were 
found  to  be  on  the  risht  or  left  of  the  drcrp  chiinnel.  There  waa  but  one  doubtful 
case,  La  Scptieme  Isle,  and  that  waa  a]>portioned  to  the  t'nilcd  Stnteu  because  tbe 
majutity  of  the  ownem  wen  ascertained  la  reside  on  the  United  States  aide  of 
the  river. 

Uonumcnt*  were  erected  upon  the  i>lniid]>,  marking  tbem  for  tircat  Hritain  nt 
the  United  Hlatcs.  as  the  case  may  have  tiecu. 

After  leaving  Ihe  !si.  John  the  boundary  enlen  the  SI.  Pr«nci«.  divi^ling  lb*  islands 
at  the  month  of  that  ri^  cr  in  Uic  manner  thown  in  the  maps.     It  tUcii  rau»  up  the 


I 


isloada GreAl  Britain. 


John  Tyler 


so 


Ki 


Bt  Prtncts,  through  Ihe  midille  of  tl>c  lakes  npon  it.  to  the  <mt1ct  of  lukc  ['ohcnagn- 
mook.  the  Ihird  Inrirr  Ukr  from  thcmonthot  thcTixtr.  AtUicouUet  al.iriceinonu- 
niHit  ha»  Iwpti  *r*ctP<i. 

]n  onW  lo  ■Ictrrmint'  \\\t  point  i^it  thr  NcftbwcjA  Bnnrh  to  which  the  treaty 
dirvctwl  Lhm  a  slisight  line  shuultl  Iw  run  from  the  ontlct  of  Lake  rolienatfstnoDk, 
a  tXMnry  of  that  Btrpam  wan  tnaile,  and  al'^  of  Ihp  main  St.  John  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  moath  of  the  Nortbwerf  Branch,  aad  a  line  wm  cut  between  the  St. 
John  and  the  jioint  on  tlw  Nonhwesi  Branch  ascertained  by  the  survey  to  be  lo 
tnilen  in  the  ncarcKi  direction  from  it,  and  the  distance  wan  afterwontK  veriHed  t^ 
cboiiiinK, 

It  was  ascertained  also,  in  accordance  wilh  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  1i<y  ■ 
tHao^lation  of  (lie  country  toward  The  hixhUmdi^  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Kt. 
I,awrciice  and  of  the  Si.  John,  that  more  than  7  miles  intervened  between  the  puiiit 
selected  on  the  KoirltiweM  Branch  and  the  <-rcKt  of  tlie  dlvidinjf  ridj;c.  A  largje  iruu 
tnouuntenl  wa*  afterwards  erected  on  the  (wint  thus  selected,  and  the  >p«(^  nmtind 
was  clcwrd  and  sown  with  grain  aecd.  It  is  a  short  distance  below  the  onllct  of 
LaJce  Ishaganaishegedc 

The  outlet  of  Lake  Pohcnagunook  and  the  point  on  the  Northwest  Branch  des- 
ignated by  tile  treaty  bavins  been  itauii  ascertained  and  marked,  in  tlie  sipriog  of 
18+4  ■  «r«ight  line  wiw  nio  between  Ihein.  .Motig  tlwt  line,  which  pnnw*  entirely 
tbruuxh  fucent,  nkanumrnU  were  erected  at  every  mile,  at  the  cruosinKa  of  the  prin- 
cipal Btresms  and  ri\-ers,  and  at  the  tops  of  those  hills  where  a  transit  instnintent  had 
been  set  up  to  test  the  straiglttncsa  of  the  Unc. 

A»  soon  aa  the  parallel  of  latituile  46°  35'  had  been  (letemiined  on  the  South-west 
Branch,  in  the  early  port  of  the  sttmmer  of  1844,  a  straight  line  was  drawn  from  the 
boundary  point  on  the  Nortliwi^  Branch  to  a  larg*  monument  eTecte<l  on  tlie  left 
bftok  of  the  Southwest  Branch  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  parallel  of  latitude 
46°  3$'.  The  line  *o  drawn  crosses  tllc  Southwest  Bnuich  once  before  it  reacbcs 
the  parallel  of  latitude  46"  35',  and  at  about  bsif  a  utile  diAtance  from  that  parallel. 
Tliert  also  a  large  monument  has  been  set  up  on  the  left  bank. 

Kvm  the  intcr:icctiDD  of  the  parallel  46°  35'  the  boundary  uaccnds  the  Southwest 
Branch,  passes  through  a  lake  near  its  head,  and  so  up  a  small  stream  wliich  fulls 
Into  the  lake  from  the  west  to  the  source  of  that  streant,  which  has  been  selected  as 
ihe  source  of  the  Southwest  Branidi. 

On  the  Southwnt  Branch  there  are  two  principal  forks,  at  each  of  which  two 
monuments  have  been  erected,  one  on  each  hank  of  the  river  immediately  obove 
the  forks  and  upon  the  branch  established  as  ihc  houndnrv-.  Tbe  maps  point  oat 
their  positions.  At  tlie  mouth  of  the  smslt  sUeaiii  selected  as  the  source  of  Itae 
SonthweM  Branch  a  moaument  boa  bcco  erected  upon  a  delta  formed  by  two  small 
outletiL  Above  tlioae  outlets  three  other  monuments  have  been  placed  at  intcrvahi 
npon  the  same  slrmm. 

Upon  the  crest  of  the  dividing  ridge,  i-ery  dose  to  the  source  of  the  Southwest 
Branch,  a  large  monument  has  been  erected.  It  is  tlie  tnt  point  in  the  highlands, 
and  from  it  Ihe  boundary  runs  along  the  crest  in  a  southerly  direction,  paosiiig  near  to 
the  soutbeaMcrit  .ihore  of  the  rortage  L^e,  and  so  011  lu  a  large  mimument  crrctcd 
onasmalletninenceon  the  nut  side  of  the  Kennebec  rood.  Thence  it  passes  ihrougb 
a  dwelling  bouse  called  Tachereau'»,  which  was  standing  there  at  the  time  the  line 
was  run;  so,  by  a  tortuous  course,  it  runs  to  the  top  of  Sandy  Stream  Mountain; 
thence,  inclining  to  the  itotitliwe«t.  it  rtini  over  liug  Back  Uie  Pint,  aa  shown  in  tho 
laapai  thence  toward  tlog  Back  the  Second,  which  il  leaves  on  the  north  aide 
Pnrtlier  on,  at  the  bead  of  I^ecch  Lake,  there  is  n  sirram  which  divides  its  watera 
and  Sowa  both  into  Canada  and  into  the  United  States.  The  boundary  bos  been 
made  to  run  up  that  stream  a  short  distance  from  tlic  fork  where  Ihe  waters  divide 
lo  a  second  fork ;  thence  between  the  stream*  which  unite  10  fonu  (bat  fork,  and 
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then  to  axcirml  sgain  tbc  diTiding  ridge.  A  tnontuneDt  lus  1)c«n  er«cted  at  the 
fork  first  m^nliAiiH,  wh«n:  the  wotcnt  divi-lc. 

As  iLc  boiitidar^  approacliw  ilic  vbUcj"  of  Spider  River  it  beniU  lo  t!ic  loutlieftst, 
anil,  bjr  n  wiile  circuit  dvm'  liigli  nii'I  utt^p  liilk,  il  ttirtiH  Ihr  hriul  of  Spiiirr  Rtvrr; 
tlKitcc  il  beniU  Iv  the  nurtLwest  until  it  appruaclivs  within  uboiil  4  mites  of  L,«kc 
M^antic;  thence  il  turns  ngniit  Miutli,  having  the  VHlley  of  Amoldti  Kivcr  on  tJie 
right  and  of  Dead  Ri\-er  an  the  left.  It  1ca%'«c  Casford  Mountain  Id  CaomdA,  thre«da 
its  way  ovei  very  high  ground  between  ttic  head  of  Arnolds  River  and  the  tributuies 
of  the  MsKnlluway:  incline*  then  to  the  north,  »o  tu  the  wrot,  over  very  rocky,  mmiD- 
tainou'^,  and  dilBotilt  country,  leaving  Otpps  IVak  in  the  United  Slates,  and  turns  by 
a  sharp  angle  nC  Saddle  Ilsck  (o  the  south.  .After  that  it  sgnin  inclines  tn  tlic  west, 
and  then  to  the  south,  nnd  ajtain  to  the  west,  and  pa&itea  the  b«.-uluf  tbeCunnrctlrtit, 
About  J  miles  ami  a  half  cast  of  Uic  head  of  the  Connecticut  tliete  U  a  dividoo  ol 
water*  xiniiUr  to  that  ilearnlKd  wm  I,,eec1i  I.nke.  The  iKiuniJitry  riins  down  a 
etream  frotn  tienr  its  source  to  the  fork  where  it  divides,  and  then  again  follows  the 
dividing  rid^e.     The  vpol  'm  noted  on  the  map. 

After  the  boundary  has  passed  the  head  of  tlie  Connecticut  it  runs  to  the  nnnh- 
west.deiwcnding  into  very  low,  swampy  ground 'between  the  heads  of  Indian  Stream 
and  Ilie  Uihutorics  of  the  St.  Francis.  TltUH  it  jiasacs  on.  bcndini;  again  to  the  wulh 
of  west.  o\Tt  a  high  hill,  to  the  soitrce  of  Halls  Stream. 

lion  iii(>nuit)i;nts  have  l>ecn  erected  at  intervals  along  tbc  highlands  fiotu  the 
source  of  tlic  Southwest  Brsincfa  of  the  SC  Jolui  to  the  •Oltrce  of  Hall*  SUvam. 
the  puMiiun  of  etich  of  whicli  in  sibawn  u]x>n  the  maps. 

From  Uic  source  of  HaUii  Stresui  ttiv  boundiiry  descends  that  rirer,  dividing  the 
islands,  which  are.  however,  merely  unimportant  alluvial  deposits,  in  the  manner 
indicated  by  the  maps  until  it  reaches  the  intersection  of  that  sttedun  by  the  line 
fonncrly  run  by  Valentine  ojid  Collins  as  the  forty-ilfth  degree  of  north  latitude. 

At  that  point  a  large  monnmi-nt  liiia  l>een  erectetl  on  the  right  ami  a  small  one  oa 
the  left  bank  of  the  str«tni,  Moininicnta  have  abo  been  ei«cted  along  the  bank  of 
this  stream,  as  indicated  on  the  maps. 

The  line  of  Valentine  and  Collins  was  explored  and  found  bj  the  blaM«  sttU 
remaining  in  the  original  forest 

Upon  cutting  into  those  blan«  il  was  seen  tliiit  deep  seated  in  the  tree  there  was 
a  scar,  the  eurfuce  of  Ibc  originul  blaze,  slightly  decayed,  and  upon  counting  the 
tings  (which  indicate  each  year's  gntwth  of  the  tree)  it  was  found  that  Ibe  blozcs 
dated  back,  la  1772,  1773,  ami  1774.  The  line  of  Valentine  and  Collins  was  mn  in 
1771.  1773,  1775,  and  1774.  The  coincidence  of  the  dates  of  the  bloies  with  those  of 
thcabo%'e  line,  confinned  by  the  testimony  of  the  people  of  the  connliy,  satisfied  tlw 
undersigned  tliat  the  line  tliey  had  found  was  that  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  .\long 
this  portion  of  the  boundary,  which  is  known  as  the  (orty-fifib  degree  of  \''aleTiIine 
and  Collins,  and  which  extends  from  Hnll»  Stream  to  St.  Regis,  there  are  sereml 
inlerrnptians  to  the  bisxes  iti  those  parts  where  cleariiigH  ba«v  been  made,  mmI  there 
the  authentic  marks  of  ibc  precise  situation  of  tbc  old  line  have  been  losL  In  tlume 
cases  the  tinderngaed  hs<re  drawn  the  bound^n-  line  straight  from  the  original  blajgea 
on  the  one  side  of  a  clearing  to  the  original  blaie?  on  the  other  side  of  the  aaiiie 
clearing. 

It  can  not  be  positively  staled  that  the  Hue  as  it  has  been  traced  through  thow 
clearing!*  precisely  coincides  with  the  old  line,  but  the  undersigned  belie\*  thai  it 
does  not  differ  matfrinlly  from  it;  nor  have  they  had  the  means  of  dctenninin^  a 
nearer  or  a  surer  approximation. 

Along  Ibis  line,  at  every  point  of  deflection,  an  iron  monument  has  bcea  erected; 
also  at  the  crossing  of  rivers,  lakes,  and  roads.  Tho»e  which  mark  deflections  are 
placed,  OS  on  the  "  iiortli  line,"  nngliTwiKo  with  the  line;  all  the  others  are  placed 
square  with  it     The  map*  show  the  poiiition  of  each. 

On  Uie  easlcm  shore  of  Lake  ^tlemphrenutgug  an  aatroDomicoI  station  xna.  eetsb- 
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1,  nn<I  All  n  Lugi-  flat  mck  '>r  f^ritr,  w^iich  ^»pp«ti«<l  to  lie  between  th«  astro- 
Domkal  Uation  nnd  tbe  Iwnndnry,  wu  cut  Ihv  fotlorwitijr  iuscription: 

tCapt:  Robinson, 
Aat;  Station 
433  fc4-t  north.  -5 

JS              Mtridiam            ^                 Liar.  -3 

<  ♦ -J 

3  Boundarr  Liuc  | 
?                    SQ5  f««t  south                   ^ 

4  Aiignrt,  1845. 

A  mark  was  cut  ttpoii  thc^  stone,  as  iadtcnted  by  the  dot  upon  tbp  mcriduin  line 
kbove,  from  which  thwe  measurcmMiW  w-rtp  nuid<r. 

At  RouscK  I'oint  •  tnuauiiw-nt  of  wrought  ntone  wm  Mt  up  at  the  intersection  oF 
the  bouniiarj'  W  t^'*  weridiftn  of  the  tnnMt  instnuncnt  used  there  by  Mujor  Graham, 
Kud  »ii  inicrlptioti  was  cut  upon  it  statin);  the  latitude  and  lotigitude.  the  iunie»  of 
tbe  ob6er\'er  and  bis  nssistant,  the  names  of  the  cununisgjonerB,  and  tbe  territories 
divided. 

Tb  maik  tbe  position  of  the  indtnunenU  used  at  tbe  foUowng  astronomical  sta- 
tkms  alODg  tbe  west  line,  two  monutnciils  within  a  fi-w  fert  of  cnch  other  have  been 
erected  nt  earh  station,  and  Uiey  have  beau  placed  011  the  Ixmnilnry  line  due  north 
or  south  of  the  inrtramenl,  as  the  case  may  have  been. 

The  stations  arc;  ]..akc  MeaiphreniaKO^'.  Rtcbford.  John  McCoy's,  Trout  River. 

The  boundary  nlonn  tho  wMt  line,  ihougb  very  far  from  beinjc  «  atniight  line.  18 
gcnenUly  nhuut  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Inie  parallel  of  latitude  45°  from  Hulls 
Stream  to  Rouses  I'oinL  At  nbout  38  miles  vi-est  of  Rouses  Point  it,  however,  crosses 
UlAt  paiollel  to  tbe  south  until  it  rearhc*  Chalcnugay  River,  where  It  bends  uurtb- 
wxnl.  and.  croninx  the  parallel  again  about.]  miles  cast  of  St.  Reffis.  ItMrilcestheSU 
Lawrence  151  feet  uurth  of  45*.  At  that  point  a  large  uioiiumeut  hn«  l»epn  ervded 
on  the  hunk  ol  the  St.  Lawrence,  Two  large  monuments  ha\-e  also  been  erected,  one 
gn  cither  side  of  tbe  river  Ridicticu  near  Rouses  PoiuL 

No  marluol  tbe  old  line  were  to  be  found  alxtut  St.  Regis.  It  was  tberefore  agreed 
to  nin  a  line  due  west  from  thelast  blaze  which  should  be  found  in  the  woods  on  the 
eutsideofSt.  Reps.    That  bltac  occurred  nhwit  i  mile  east  of  the  SL  Regis  Rivw. 

Tbemapi,  which  exhibit  tbe  boundary  on  a  scale  of  4  inches  to  1  statute  mile,  con- 
sist of  6z  consecutive  sheets  of  antiquarian  paper  as  constructed  by  tbe  Bntbbandof 
61  OS  constructed  by  the  American  rommitsion.  A  general  map  hat  also  beeu  coa- 
ftmcted  on  a  scale  of  8  mile«  to  t  inch  by  the  British  and  of  to  miles  to  i  inch  by 
the  American  commission,  upon  which  the  bcTore-mcntioned  sheets  arc  represented. 

The  following  portions  of  the  bountlnry  huvc  licen  Inid  down  by  the  British  com* 
mission,  on  detached  mapt,  on  a  scale  of  12  inches  to  1  mile,  which  have  been  si^ed 
by  both  conunissionen: 

Craad  Falls  of  the  St,  John,  including  the  intcraection  of  that  river  by  the  north 
line:  islniuLi  of  ttie  St.  John;  the  outlet  of  Lake  rohcnagamoolc;  the  turning  point 
of  the  boundary  on  the  Northwest  Branch  of  the  St.  John;  the  intersection  of  the 
Sotttbwcst  Bmnch  by  the  parallel  of  latitude  46°  15';  the  source  of  the  Southwest 
Bnacb;  the  source  of  IIslU  Stream;  the  intersection  of  Ualls  Stream  by  the  west 
line:  Rouses  Point;  St,  Regis;  Derby. 

But  similar  maps  have  not  been  prepared  by  the  American  commission,  because 
during  the  interval  between  tlie  fiiiii^hing  of  the  tnap<i  of  the  Britisli  commiSMOn  and 
those  of  the  Aiiicricsii  it  was  thought  llmt  the  ninps  already  constructed  upon  a  scaltt 
Sf4iadica  to  i  mile  represented  the  bound^rj-  with  suSicicnt  clearness  and  accuracy. 

ttot  astronomical  obser^alions  were  bcjpin  ;>t  ihr  Grand  Falls  early  in  June.  1843, 
and  were  cniried  up  tlic  St.  John  River  tn  ibe  Northwest  Branch  by  a  chain  of 
tUtiotts,  which,  toother  with  the  results  obtained,  are  tabtllated  in  the  appendix 
■ococnpanyine  this  report 

From  the  valley  o(  the  St.  /oliii  an  atlrunonilcal  connection  was  made  with  QncbM^ 
66 
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anil  thence  to  Montiral,  nnd  sn  to  Honscs  TVrinL  Prom  Rouses  Point  ■  coaRcction 
was  tilitatnmt  wilb  Ciinitinil];r  I'lilvpTHity.  ncnr  Ikixtnn. 

The  nrtmnoniic-iil  rtntioiii*  on  the  went  litip  wcret  ItilerweiHlftn  of  Hulls  RtreaBi  Iiy 
tlic  west  litti-.  I^k«  Mcmphrctnngojr,  Richford,  R<»U!Ws  Point,  Jobn  McCoyS,  Trout 
Riwr,  St.  RcKi"- 

t^tttuilF  \r\s  alao  ohtainiNl  nl  an  urtmnoinlcal  siailon  t»i)ibUahc<l  (or  Um  iiurjMsr 
at  the  held  of  the  Connecticut. 

Volnnieit  cuntatninf;  Hie  oatroaomical  observations  of  botli  canuniMiixu  are  liere- 
xilh  aulituitteil.  Vtom  tttmi  it  will  be  obiterved  that  llic  results  far  alisolutc  loii' 
gilude  obtained  by  the  Brllisb  and  American  astronomer*  do  not  agree.  It  being  & 
difference  in  no  way  affecting  the  survey  of  the  boundar>'  line,  the  nnderstgned  do 
not  f«l  callcil  upon  to  attempt  lo  reconcile  it.  Tlii:  <lata  upon  wLicb  tboM-  rcatiU» 
arc  iMscd  DIav  be  seen  in  ibc  volumes  of  obncrvattons  accompanying  ibis  report. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  fonnd.  in  a  tabular  form,  the  following: 

An  a1>straot  of  the  mtrvey  of  the  b«indar>-  along  the  north  line;  an  alictract  ot 
tbe  Knrvcy  of  the  boundary  along  the  •outbwrKt  line;  nn  alMtrnct  of  the  Mirreyuf  tlie 
boundary  nlong  the  soittli  tine;  o,n  abstract  of  Uic  sun-ey  of  tbc  boiindarr  along 
the  highlun-iU:  nn  ahKlrart  of  the  Kurvcy  of  the  tmunilary  alonj;  the  west  line;  the 
position  of  Uie  monumcnU  etecled  on  the  Southwell  Bmncb  of  the  St.  John  and  on 
Hall*  Stream;  the  diitribution  of  tht  i&Unda  of  the  SL  John  and  the  motmmeuls  on 
tbcni;  the  guide  lines  and  ufTncla  run  by  cucb  comnibidun  fur  llie  aurvcy  of  Uie 
htghlandM;  tbe  aiiniuUu  of  verincaitou  for  tlic  Ktmey  of  tlie  bijtliland.i;  the  laiitudca 
and  longitndM  obtaiaed  from  Hie  astronomical  observations;  Ibe  comparative  lon- 
gitudes obtaitied.  and  the  methods  nsed  for  ibc  purpose. 

Upon  comparing  the  maps  of  tlic  two  commisaioua  it  will  be  acvn  thai  the  .\mcri- 
can  comniissiou  numbers  two  monuments  more  than  the  Brtti^.  Tliosc  are  to  be 
found,  one  on  tbe  "Fourth  Island,"  in  tlie  river  St.  John,  and  the  other  on  the 
highlands  between  the  source  of  the  Southwest  Brftnch  of  the  river  St.  John  and 
the  Eeiiiiebec  road. 

On  the  maps  of  tlie  Britiah  ootmnia^n  lepreaenting  the  "  west  line"  the  name  of 
the  town  of  "Drrl>y"  has  been  improperly  plaoed  north  of  tbe  line  instead  of  i>outh 
of  it.  AIm,  on  the  aamc  inspe  tiie  direetioa  of  Salmon  River,  near  tbe  weMem 
extremity  of  tbe  "west  line,"  haabccn  incorrectly  laid  down  from  tbe  boundary  line 
northward.     A  direction  bss  been  given  to  it  northeasterly  instead  of  northwesterly. 

The  above  two  corrections  the  British  commii*ioncr  is  authorized  to  make  on  his 
tnapa  after  bis  return  to  Hngland, 

To  avoid  unncccMary  delay  in  ninlcing  their  joint  report,  tbe  undcnigiied  have 
attached  their  signatunit  to  the  inapx.  nllhoii^h  Ihr  lettcticiK  of  name  of  tlic  aMnx 
BOinical  stations  upon  the  nmpK  of  the  American  coinmituilun.  ivt  well  iw  tbe  altera- 
tions before  mentioned  in  the  inap<  of  the  Britiub  cominiuion,  are  )'et  to  be  made; 
but  iu  tbe  maps  of  both  tbe  boundurj'  baa  been  laid  down  accurately  and  dcfini- 
lively,  and  tbe  uiidcntigned!  cngnxe  tbut  ll  Aball  nui  Ik;  altered  iu  any  rcapecC. 

In  conclusion  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  line  of  boundary 
descriljed  in  the  foregoing  statement  has  been  run,  marked,  and  surveyed,  and  the 
accompanying  maps  faithfully  conalructed  lioui  that  survey. 

Tbu  undersigned  take  leave  to  add  that  the  moat  perfect  barnionj  haa  subvisled 
between  tlie  two  conmiisstona  from  first  to  last,  and  tliat  no  difterenccs  have  ariaea 
Itetwceu  Ibe  tind eloigned  in  Ibc  execution  of  tbe  dutiex  itilrunted  to  them. 

^gncd  and  Kcaled  in  duplicate,  al  tbe  city  of  Wuahinglon,  this  iflth  day  of  June, 

A.  D.  1847. 

J.  B.  Bt/CKNAIX  ESTCOURT.     [KRAt.] 

Lieittc*Mtil-C'oh»fi,  Her  BrilaHnii:  Ufajeity'i  Commissioner. 

AL3ERT  SMITH.  [skau] 

UiiiUd  StaUs  CommiisiOHer. 


Non. — The  astronomical  eomputationa  of  the  Ainerii».a  comtniMion  not  txing 
completed,  and  it  being  unuecctisnry  Iu  defer  llic  Milling  u(  the  report  on  Ibal 
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ncoount.  the  Ainerlcan  comtuissloner  engojfes  to  tmnnnit  tbmi.  wltli  any  other 
p«p«ra  or  labiM  not  ,%-«-t  linuthed,  «»  imaii  a«  th«y  nhall  h«  no,  to  the  Bntiab  commit- 
aioncr,  throof^h  the  Atnerioui  minimer  rcsi<lrnt  in  l/nnAon,  to  whom,  upon  ilrlivrry 
of  the  dociitncnta.  the  Rritlsb  commiEnoncr  will  give  a  rvccipt,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Amerirwi  cummistaonci. 

J.  B.  BfCKNAl.L  ESTCOURT. 
2.ietUenanUCotoHcl ,  H.  Ji.  .V.  Commimiimer  ef  S&u»dary. 

ALBBRT  SMITH. 

Vniud  StfUa  Commiisioner. 


WASSIKOTON,  /tugVSt  tS.  T8i3. 
fe  ike  Sfnaie  of  (he  Uniied  Slates.- 

I  traiistitil  to  the  Seuate,  for  it&  coosideratiott  with  a  %-iew  to  iLs  ralili- 
Mtion,  a  treaty  of  amity,  cotnm«rce.  aud  navigation  witli  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  negotiated  at  the  seat  of  C^\*eniraetit  of  the  United  States 
Iietwecn  Uie  Secretary  of  State,  duly  ctnpowered  for  that  purpaie,  aud 
the  charg^  d'affaires  of  that  Republic. 

In  fonniug  the  first  commercial  treaty  between  the  two  Governments 
an  anxious  desire  has  been  felt  to  introduce  such  provisions  as  slioutd 
promote  the  toterests  of  both  cotuitrtes.  The  inuncdiate  proximity  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States  and  the  consequent  facility  of  intercourse,  the 
nature  of  its  principal  agricultural  production,  and  the  relations  which 
both  countries  bear  to  several  large  ri\-crs  which  are  boundaries  bct%veea 
them,  and  which  in  some  part  of  their  course  run  within  the  territories 
of  both,  have  caused  peculiarities  uf  condition  and  interests  which  it  has 
been  necessary  to  guard. 

The  treaty  pro\-idcs  that  Texas  shall  enjoy  a  right  of  deposit  for  such 
of  her  productions  as  may  be  introduced  into  the  United  States  for 
exportation,  but  upon  the  condition  that  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  may  prescribe  such  regulations  as  may  l>e  necessarj"  for  the  proper 
enjoyment  of  the  privilege  within  our  territory.  It  was  thought  no 
more  than  reasonable  to  grant  this  facility  to  the  trade  of  Texas,  under 
.such  conditions  as  seem  best  calculated  to  gxiard  against  abuse  or  incon- 
venience. 

The  treaty  further  pro\'idcs  that  raw  cotton  may  be  imported  from 
either  country  into  the  other  free  of  duties.  Iii  general  it  is  not  wise 
to  enter  into  treaty  stipuktionii  respecting  duties  of  import;  they  are 
usually  much  better  left  to  the  operation  of  general  laws.  But  there 
are  clrctunstauces  existing  in  this  ca^  which  have  been  ihou^hl  to 
justify  a  departure  from  the  gcTieral  rule,  and  tlie  addition  of  it  to  the 
number  of  instances,  not  large,  in  which  regulations  of  duties  of  imports 
have  bct;iL  made  the  subject  of  natiuuul  compact. 

The  United  States  consume  large  quantitiea  of  raw  cotton,  but  they 
are  exportert;  of  the  article  to  a  still  greater  extent.  Texas,  for  the 
present  at  least,  exports  her  whole  crop.     These  exportaiions  are.  in 
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general,  to  the  same  forei^  markets,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  of  no  con- 
siderable importance  to  tbe  American  producer  whether  lie  meets  the 
Texan  jwoduct  at  houie  or  abroad. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  thought  that  a  useful  commercial  IntercourKc 
would  be  promoted  in  several  ways  by  receiving  the  raw  cotton  of  Texas 
at  once  into  the  United  States  free  of  duty.  The  tendency  of  such  a 
measure  is  to  bring  to  the  Uuited  States,  in  the  &rst  instance,  Texan 
cotton  ii'.timately  destined  to  European  markets.  The  natural  cficct  of 
this,  it  IS  supposed,  will  b"  to  increase  the  business  of  the  cities  of  the 
United  Slates  to  the  extent  of  this  iniportalion  and  exportation,  and  to 
secure  a  further  degree  of  eniployuicnl  to  the  navigation  of  the  country. 
But  these  arc  by  no  means  all  the  benefits  wliich  may  be  reasonably 
expected  from  the  arrangeiucnl.  Texas,  at  least  for  a  considerable  time 
to  come,  must  import  all  the  manufactured  articles  and  much  of  the  sup- 
plies and  provisions  necessary  for  her  use  and  consumption.  Tliese  com- 
modities she  will  l>e  likely  to  obtain,  if  to  lie  had,  in  the  markets  of  the 
country  in  which  she  disposes  of  her  main  annual  product.  The  manufac- 
tures of  the  North  and  East,  therefore,  and  the  grain  and  provi.sions  of 
the  Western  States  arc  likely  to  find  in  Texas  a  demand,  increased  by 
whatc^'cr  augments  iutercourse  between  the  two  countries,  and  especially 
by  whatever  tends  to  give  attraction  to  the  cities  of  the  United  States 
as  marts  for  the  sale  of  her  great  and  principal  article  of  exjiort. 

As  a  security,  however,  against  unforeseen  results  or  occurrences,  it 
lias  been  thotight  advisable  to  give  this  article  of  the  treaty  a  limitation 


of  five  years. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  August  23,  iSf». 
Tc  (he  Smaff  of  the  UnUed  SlaUs.- 

A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  of  June  last  requested  the  Presi- 
dent to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  be  might  deem  it  compnti- 
We  with  the  public  interests,  what  measures,  if  any.  liad  been  taken  10 
obtain  the  recognition  by  the  Mexican  Government  of  such  claims  of 
American  citizens  as  were  laid  before  the  late  joint  commission,  but  were 
not  finally  acted  on  by  it,  and  the  satisfaction  of  such  claims  as  were 
admitted  by  said  commission;  also  whether  any  facts  had  come  to  bis 
knowledge  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  any  such  claims  had  been 
rejected  iu  consequence  of  the  evidence  thereof  having  been  withheld  by 
the  Mexican  Go\'enmient,  its  ofiiccrs  or  agents,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion which  he  might  deem  it  expedient  to  communicate  relative  to  said 
claims;  and  another  resolution  of  the  6th  instant  requested  the  Presi- 
dent, so  far  as  he  might  deem  it  compatible  with  the  public  service,  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  the  measures  taken  to  obtain  the  perform* 
ance  of  Ihc  stipulations  contained  iu  the  convention  with  Mexico  in  rela- 
tion to  the  awards  made  by  the  commissionet!^  aiul  umpire  uuder  said 
convention. 
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lu  the  preseul  state  of  llie  corrcspoudtuce  and  of  ihc  relations  between 
the  two  Go\-erninents  on  tliese  iuiporlaut  subjects  it  is  not  deemed  con- 
sistent witli  tlie  public  iiilercat  to  coDimunicatt:  the  information  reqacsted. 
The  business  cnga^t-s  earnest  atteutioij,  niul  will  be  made  the  subject  of 
A  fall  communication  to  Consrress  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  August  t^,  184*. 

To  the  Senaif  ef  the  Uniltd  Slates: 

Oil  the  15th  day  of  April,  1842.  in  ^Hrtiie  of  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial  regularly  convened  under  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  received  my  approval,  John  II.  Clack,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
Na\-5*,  was  disniis.-«ed  the  service.  Since  the  conBrmation  of  that  sentence 
a  letter  lias  been  addressed  by  Mr.  Paulding,  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  Captain  Clacle,  which  leads  to  the  belief  that  be  h^d  aualy/ed  tlie 
charges  made  against  Captain  Claclc,  and  for  reasons  which  appeared  to 
him  satisfactory  and  which,  according  to  his  letter,  he  indorsed  on  the 
charges,  disposed  of  the  case  by  refusing  to  submit  it  to  a  court-martial. 

Notwithstanding  a  diligent  search  has  beeu  made  for  this  document, 
none  such  can  be  found;  but  the  only  paper  in  the  office  having  reference 
to  this  subject  is  a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Paulding  to  Lieutenant 
Bachanan,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  original  of  that  of  Mr.  P. 
to  Captain  C,  is  herewith  communicalcil .  I  felt  it,  however,  ovcrv'  way 
due  to  the  high  character  nf  Mr,  Paulding  to  consider  the  fact  stated 
by  liim  lo  be  as  well  sustained  by  his  declaration  to  that  effect  as  if  the 
record  was  found,  and  as  the  court -martial  would  not  liavc  been  ordered 
by  the  present  Secretary  with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  stated  by  Mr. 
Paulding,  auce  it  would  have  been  improper  to  have  reopeued  a  case 
once  finally  disposed  of,  I  have  felt  that  it  was  alike  due  to  the  general 
acr\-ice  of  the  Navy  as  to  Mr.  Clack  to  uomitiate  him  for  reappointment 
to  the  service. 

I  therefore  nominate  John  H.  Clack  to  be  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States.  j^jjj^  TYLER. 


Washington.  August  s^.  tS4r. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Hotisc  of  Representatives  of  the  1 1  th 
of  June  last,  upon  the  subject  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Government  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  comtnissiooers 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  under  the  late  convention  between  the 
United  Stated  and  that  Republic.  JOHN  TYLER. 
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Washiscton,  /uiu  jfl,  r84», 
Ti>  the  House  of  ReprtioUalivti  of  the  Uniitd  Stain: 

1  return  the  bill,  which  origiuated  iti  ihe  House  of  Representativ«, 
entitled  "Au  act  to  extend  for  a  limited  period  the  present  laws  for  lay- 
iuK  and  collecting  duties  on  imports,"  with  the  folluwing  objections: 

It  suspends — in  other  words,  abrogates  for  the  lime — the  provision 
of  the  act  of  1S33,  commonly  called  the  "compromise  act."  The  only 
gTonnd  on  which  this  departure  from  the  solemn  adjustment  of  a  RTcat 
and  agitating  question  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  expedient  is  the 
alleged  necessity  of  establishing  by  legislative  enactments  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  assessing  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  imports  after  the  30th 
June  according  to  the  home  valuation,  and  yet  the  bill  expressly  provides 
that  "if  before  the  ist  of  August  there  be  no  further  legislation  upon 
the  subject,  the  lawn  for  laying  and  collecting  duties  shall  be  the  same 
as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed."  In  other  words,  that  the  act 
of  1833,  imperfect  as  it  is  considered,  sliall  in  that  case  continue  to  be 
and  10  be  executed  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  pre^'ious  statutes 
had  prescribed  or  had  enabled  the  executive  departmeut  to  prescribe  for 
that  purpose,  leaving  the  supposed  chasm  in  the  revenue  laws  just  as  it 
was  before. 

I  am  certainly  far  from  being  disposed  to  deny  that  additional  legisla- 
tion upon  the  subject  is  very  desirable^  on  the  coutrat>'.  the  necessity, 
as  well  as  difRculty,  of  establishing  uniformity  in  the  appraisements  to 
be  made  in  conformity  with  the  true  intention  of  that  act  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its 
present  session.  But  however  sensible  I  may  be  of  the  embarrassments 
to  which  the  Exccutiv-c,  in  the  absence  of  all  aid  from  the  superior  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature,  will  be  liable  in  the  enforcement  of  the  existing 
laws,  I  have  not,  with  the  sincercst  wish  to  acquiesce  in  its  expressed 
will,  been  able  to  persuade  myself  that  the  exigency  of  the  occasiou  is 
so  great  as  to  justify  me  in  signing  the  bill  in  question  with  my  present 
views  ot  Its  character  and  eSects.  The  existing  laws,  as  I  am  advised, 
are  sufKcient  to  autliorize  aad  enable  the  collectiug  ufTiccrs,  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  levy  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  act  of  1833. 

That  act  was  passed  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to  which  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  do  more  than  barely  allude.  Whatever  may  be, 
in  theory,  its  character,  I  Iiave  always  regarded  it  as  importing  the 
bigbest  mural  obligation.  It  has  now  existed  for  nine  years  unchanged 
in  any  essential  particular,  with  as  Keneial  acquiescence,  it  is  believed,  of 
the  whole  country  as  that  country-  ha«  ever  manifested  for  any  of  bci 
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wisely  established  iostiliitioim.  It  has  insured  to  It  the  repo«e  which 
always  flows  from  truly  wii^  ami  moderate  coiiiiscIk — a  repose  the  more 
filriking  because  of  the  long  and  angrj-  agitations  which  preceded  it. 
This  salmary  law  proctaims  in  express  terms  the  principle  which,  while 
it  led  to  the  abandonment  of  a  iichcnte  of  indirect  taxation  founded  OD  a 
false  basis  and  pushed  to  dangerous  excess,  justifies  any  eiilarfjetneut  of 
duties  that  may  t)c  called  for  by  the  real  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 
It  provides  "that  duties  shall  be  laid  for  the  purpoK  of  raising  such 
revenue  as  maybe  ucccsaary  to  au  economical  administration  of  theGo\*- 
cmment."  It  is  therefore  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  duties  as  high 
as  its  discretion  may  dictate  for  the  necessary  uses  of  the  Government 
without  infringing  upon  the  objects  of  the  act  of  1833.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  tlie  exigencieiiof  the  Govemuieni  do  require  an  increase  of  the  tariff 
of  duties  above  20  per  cent,  and  I  as  little  doubt  that  Congress  may. 
above  as  well  as  below  that  rate,  so  discriminate  as  to  give  incidental 
protectiou  to  manufacturing  industry,  thus  to  make  the  buideus  which  it 
Is  compelled  to  impose  upon  the  people  for  the  purposes  of  Go^'e^^meDt 
productive  of  a  double  benefit.  This  most  of  the  reasonable  opponents 
of  protective  duties  seem  wilting  to  concede,  and,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  all  quarters,  this  Is  all  that  the 
manufacturing  interests  really  require,  I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion 
that  this  double  object  can  be  most  easily  and  effectually  accomplished  at 
the  present  juncture  without  nuy  departure  from  tbe  spirit  and  principle 
of  the  statute  in  question.  The  manufacturing  classes  have  now  an 
opportunity  which  may  never  occur  again  of  permanently  identif5'ing 
their  interests  with  those  of  the  whole  coumn,'.  a"d  making  them,  in 
the  highest  sense  of  the  term,  a  national  concern.  The  moment  is  propi- 
tious to  the  interests  of  the  whole  eountrj-  in  the  introduction  of  har- 
mony among  all  iLs  parts  and  all  its  several  interests.  The  same  rate  of 
imposts,  and  no  more,  as  will  most  surely  reestablish  the  public  cre<Iit 
will  secure  to  the  manufacturer  ail  the  protection  he  ought  to  desire,  with 
c\*ery  prospect  of  permanence  and  stability  which  the  hearty  acquicsccuce 
of  the  whole  countr>'  on  a  reasonable  sy.stcm  can  hold  out  to  him. 

But  of  this  uuiversal  acquitscerice .  and  the  hamiony  and  confidence 
and  the  many  other  benefits  that  will  certainly  result  from  it,  I  regard 
the  suspension  of  the  Inw  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  as  au  iudisjwusable  condition.  This  measure  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, called  for  by  a  large  number,  if  not  a  great  majority,  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  by  the  state  of  the  public  credit  and  finances;  by 
the  critical  posture  of  our  various  foreign  relations;  and.  above  all,  by  that 
most  sacred  of  all  dutias— public  faith.  The  act  of  September  last,  which 
prm-ides  for  the  distribution,  couples  it  inseparably  with  the  condition 
that  it  shall  cease- — 6rst,  in  case  (if  war;  second,  a-S  su(ju  and  so  long  as 
the  rate  of  duties  shall  fi»r  any  reason  whatever  l)e  raised  above  30  per 
cent.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear,  express,  or  imperative  than  this  lan- 
guage.    It  is  in  vain  to  allege  lliat  a  deficit  in  llm  Treasury  was  known 
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to  exist  and  that  means  were  taken  to  snpply  this  deficit  by  loan  when 
Ihe  act  was  passed.  It  is  true  that  a  loan  was  authorized  at  the  saroe 
session  duritif;  which  the  distribution  law  was  passed,  bat  the  most  san- 
guine of  the  friends  of  the  two  mttnsures  entertained  no  doubt  bul  that 
the  loan  would  be  eagerly  sought  after  and  taken  up  by  capitalists  and 
speedily  reimbursed  by  a  country  destined,  as  they  hoped,  soon  to  enjoy 
an  overflowing  prosperity.  Tlie  very  terms  of  the  loan,  making  it  re- 
deemable in  iAree years,  demonstrate  this  beyond  all  cavit.  Who  at  the 
time  foresaw  or  imagined  the  possibility  of  the  present  real  state  of  things, 
when  a  nation  that  has  paid  ofl  her  whole  debt  since  the  last  peace, 
while  all  the  other  great  powers  have  been  increasing  theirs,  and  whone 
resources,  already  so  great,  aie  yet  but  iu  the  infancy  of  their  develop- 
ment, shonM  \x  compelled  to  haggle  in  the  mont-'y  market  for  a  paltry 
sum  not  equal  to  one  year's  revenue  upon  her  economical  system?  If 
the  distribution  law  i.i  to  be  indefinitely  suspended,  according  not  only 
to  its  own  terms,  but  by  uni\'ersal  consent,  in  the  case  of  war,  wherein 
are  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  country  or  the  moral  obligation  to  pro- 
vide  for  them  less  under  present  circumstances  than  they  could  be  were 
we  actually  iuvulvcd  in  war?  It  appears  to  mc  to  be  the  indispensable 
duty  of  all  concerned  iti  the  administration  of  public  affairs  to  see  that  a 
st£te  of  thinf^s  so  humiiisitiiig  and  so  perilous  should  not  last  a  moment 
longer  than  is  absolutely  unavoidable.  Much  less  excusable  sliould  we 
be  iu  parting  with  any  portion  of  our  available  means,  at  least  until  the 
demands  of  the  Treasur>'  are  fully  supplied.  Bul  besides  the  urgency 
of  such  cuusideratiuus,  the  fact  is  undeniable  thut  the  distribution  act 
could  not  have  become  a  law  without  the  guaranty  iu  the  proviso  of  the 
act  itself. 

This  connection,  thus  meant  to  be  inseparable,  is  severed  by  the  bill 
presented  to  me.  The  bill  violates  the  principle  of  the  acts  of  1S33  and 
September,  1S41,  by  suspending  the  first  and  rendering  for  a  time  the 
last  inoperati\'e.  Duties  abo\'e  20  per  cent  are  proposed  to  be  levied, 
and  yet  ihe  proviso  in  the  distribution  act  is  disregarded.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sales  are  to  be  di-stribnted  on  the  ist  of  August,  so  that,  while 
the  duties  proposed  to  be  enacted  exceed  20  per  cent,  no  siLSpcnsion  of 
the  distribution  to  the  States  is  permitted  to  take  place.  To  abandon  the 
principle  for  a  month  is  to  open  the  way  for  its  total  abandonment.  If 
such  is  not  meant,  why  postpone  at  all?  Why  not  let  the  (Ustribution 
take  place  on  the  ist  of  July  if  the  law  so  directs  (which,  however,  is 
regarded  as  questionable;?  But  why  not  have  limited  the  provision  to 
that  effect?  Js  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Trcisury?  I  see  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  Trcasurj*  will  he  in  better  condition  to  meet  the 
payment  on  the  tst  of  August  than  on  the  i&t  of  July. 

The  bill  assumes  that  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lauds 
is,  by  existing  laws,  to  be  made  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1S43,  uotwitb- 
standing  there  has  been  an  imposition  of  duties  on  imports  exceeding  ao 
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per  cent  up  to  that  day,  and  directs  it  to  be  tnnde  on  the  xfA.  of  August 
next.  It  seems  to  nie  verj'  clear  that  this  conclusion  is  equally  eirone- 
005  and  dangerous,  as  it  would  divert  from  tlic  Trcasurj-  a  fund  sacredly 
pledged  for  the  K^ncral  purposes  of  ihc  Gov'crnmcnt  in  the  event  of  a 
rate  of  duty  above  zo  per  cent  being  found  necessary  for  an  ccooomical 
admini.ttration  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  dewgiied  only  as  a  teniporar>-  measure; 
and  thus  a  lemporarj-  measure,  pas«?cl  merely  for  the  convenience  of 
Congress,  is  made  to  affect  the  vital  principle  of  an  important  act.  If 
the  proviso  of  the  act  of  September,  1841,  can  be  suspended  for  the 
whole  period  of  a  temporary  law,  why  not  for  the  wliolc  period  of  a  per* 
toanent  law?  In  fact,  a  doubt  may  be  well  entertained,  according  to 
strict  legal  rules,  whether  the  condition,  having  been  thus  expressly  sus- 
pended by  this  bill  and  rendered  inapplicable  10  a  case  where  it  would 
Otherwise  have  clearly  applied,  will  not  be  considered  as  ever  after  sati:^ 
Bed  and  gone.  Without  expressing  any  decided  opinion  on  this  point, 
I  see  euougli  in  it  to  justify  nie  in  adhering  to  the  law  as  it  stands  in 
preference  to  subjecting  a  condition  so  vitally  affecting  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  so  solemnly  enacted  at  a  momentous  crisis,  and  so  stead- 
fastly adliered  to  ever  since,  and  so  replete,  if  adhered  to,  with  good  to 
ever>'  interest  of  the  country,  to  doubtful  or  captious  interpretation. 

In  discharging  the  high  duties  thus  imposed  on  me  by  the  ConKti* 
tution  I  repeat  to  the  House  my  entire  willingness  to  cooperate  in  all 
financial  measures,  constitutional  and  proper,  which  in  its  wisdom  it  may 
judge  necessary  and  proper  to  reestablish  the  credit  of  the  G<n-eniment. 
I  believe  that  the  proceeds  of  the  aaXm  of  the  public  lands  being  restored 
to  the  Treasur>* — or.  more  properly  spealcing,  the  proviso  of  the  act  of 
September,  1841,  being  permitted  to  remain  in  full  force — a  tariff  of 
duties  may  easily  be  adjusted,  which,  while  it  will  >'icld  a  revenue  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  Government  in  vigor  by  restoring  its  credit,  will 
afford  ample  protection  and  infuse  a  new  life  into  all  our  manufacturing 
establishments.  The  condition  of  the  cotmtry  calls  for  such  legislation, 
and  it  will  afford  me  the  most  sincere  pleasure  to  cooperate  in  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  Attgwi  ft,  iS^r. 

To  ikt  Hovst  of  Rtprtsenlaiivti  of  (he  United  Stater: 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  find  myself  under  the  neccsaty  of 
retDming  to  the  House  of  Representatives  with  my  objections  a  Wll 
entitled  "An  act  to  prowde  revenue  from  imports,  and  to  change  and 
modify  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Nothing  can  be  more  painful  to  any  indindual  called  upon  to 
perform  the  Chief  Kxecative  duties  under  our  limited  Constitution  tbaa 
to  be  consttaincd  to  withhold  his  assent  from  an  impoitant  measure 
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adopted  t>y  the  Legislature.  Yet  lie  w-ouM  neither  fulfill  the  liigh  pur- 
poses of  his  station  uor  cousult  the  tnic  iulerests  or  the  solemn  will  of 
the  ]xx)ple — the  common  constituents  of  Imtli  branches  of  the  (iovern- 
menl — by  yielding  liis  well-considered,  most  deeply  fixed,  and  repeatedly 
declared  opinions  on  matters  of  great  public  concernment  to  those  of  a 
coordinate  department  without  requesting  that  department  seriously  to 
reesaniine  the  subject  of  their  difference.  The  exercise  of  some  inde- 
peiidence  of  judgment  in  regard  to  all  acts  of  legi^tion  is  plainly 
implied  in  the  responsibility  of  approving  them.  At  all  times  a  duty, 
it  Ijecomes  a  peculiarly  solemn  and  iinperntive  one  when  the  subjects 
passed  upon  bj'  Congress  happen  to  involve,  as  in  the  present  instance. 
the  most  momentous  issties.  to  affect  variously  the  various  parts  of  a 
great  country,  and  to  have  giwn  rise  in  all  quarters  to  such  a  conflict 
of  opinion  as  to  render  tt  impossible  to  conjecttirc  with  any  certainty  on 
wliidi  .side  the  majority  really  is.  Surely  if  the  pause  for  reflection 
intended  by  the  wise  authors  of  the  Constitution  by  referring  the  subject 
back  to  Congress  (or  a-cousideraliou  bo  ever  expedient  and  necessary  it 
is  precisely  such  a  case  as  the  present. 

Ou  the  subject  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  ttie  public 
lauds  in  the  existing  state  of  the  finauces  it  has  been  my  duty  to  inake 
known  my  settled  couvictious  ou  various  occasions  during  the  preseut  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  the  extra  session,  upward  of  twelve 
months  ago,  .sharing  fully  in  the  general  hope  of  returning  prosperity 
and  credit,  I  recommended  sueli  a  distribution,  but  that  recommenda- 
tion u'os  even  then  expressly  coupled  with  the  condition  tltat  the  duties 
on  imports  should  not  exceed  the  rate  of  20  per  cent  prm-ided  by  tlie 
conipromi.sc  act  of  1833.  These  hopes  were  not  a  little  encouraged  and 
these  views  strcngtheucd  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Ewing,  then  Secretary 
of  the  Treasur>',  which  was  shortly  thereafter  laid  before  Congress,  in 
which  he  recomnietided  the  imposition  of  duties  at  the  rate  of  20  percent 
ad  vaiorem  on  all  free  articles,  with  specified  exceptions,  and  stated  "if 
this  measure  be  adopted  there  will  be  received  in  the  Treasury  from 
customs  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  present  year  (1641)  %$,yx>.ooo:  in 
all  of  the  year  184;.  about  $22,500,000:  and  Jn  the  year  1845,  after  the 
final  reduction  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  about  $20,800,000^'  and 
adds: 

t!  is  believed  tlint  ttftcr  tlie  heavy  exppnrlitnrrs  rcquirKl  by  the  puhlir  service  (b 
till;  preacnt  yvai  shall  liu^i:  been  [Huvideil  fui.  the  i^'vcuuca  wtiicli  will  ^.tctuc  from 
tbal  or  a  nearly  approrinuite  rale  of  duty  will  br  sufficirnt  tu  dcfnty  tbi-  vxprUKS 
of  tbc  CorcTDinciit  nnil  lcflv«  a  mrplua  t<>  Ix!  aotiually  applied  lottu-  ^adunl  p«]-- 
nieut  of  tbr  tiatiutml  tkbi,  Itaving  tlic  ptocecdi  of  iMt  puiiic  landt  to  be  diaposeil  of 
as  CongrrsH  kIijiII  sec  5l. 

I  was  niost  happy  that  Congress  nt  the  time  seemed  entirely  to  cocKur 
in  the  recommendations  of  the  Kxecutive,  and,  anticipating  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Secretary's  conclusions,  and  in  view  of  an  actual  aurplui, 
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the  clistribatjon  act  of  the  4th  Scptcnil>cr  last,  wisely  Hmitmg  its 
operatiou  by  two  conditions  haviuK  reference,  both  of  tlicui.  to  a  possible 
state  of  the  Treasury  different  from  that  -which  bad  been  anticipated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treastir\*  and  to  the  paramount  necessitie'*  of  the 
public  sen'ire.  It  ordained  thai  "if  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of 
that  act  there  sliould  be  an  imposition  of  duties  on  imports  inconastent 
with  the  provision  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  i8,v^,  and  beyond  the 
rate  of  duties  6xcd  by  that  act.  to  wit,  20  per  cent  on  the  value  of  such 
imports  or  any  of  them,  then  the  distribution  should  be  suspended,  and 
should  continue  so  suspended  until  that  cause  should  be  removed."  By 
a  previous  clause  it  had,  in  a  like  spirit  of  wise  and  cautious  patrioti<tm, 
provided  for  another  case,  in  which  all  are  even  now  agreed,  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  should  be  used-for  the  defense 
of  the  country.  It  was  cnactc<I  that  the  act  should  continue  and  be  in 
force  until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  unless  the  United  States  shntiUI 
become  involved  in  war  with  any  forei^  power,  in  which  event,  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  act  should  be  suspended  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities. 

Not  long  after  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  the 
unprecedented  and  extraordinary'  difficulties  that  have  recently  embar- 
rassed the  Gnauces  of  the  country  began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect.  It 
soon  became  quite  evident  that  the  hopes  under  which  the  act  of  4th 
September  was  passed,  and  which  alone  justified  it  iu  the  eyes  cither 
of  Congrcs.s  who  imposed  or  of  the  Executive  who  approved,  the  6rst  of 
the  two  conditions  just  recited  were  not  destined  to  be  fulfilled.  Under 
the  pressure,  therefore,  of  the  embarrnssments  which  had  thusunexpect* 
ediy  arisen  it  appeared  to  me  thnt  the  course  to  be  pursued  bad  Ijeen 
clearly  marked  out  for  the  Government  by  that  act  itself.  The  condi- 
tion contemplated  in  it  as  requiring  a  suspension  of  its  operation  had 
occurred.  It  liccamc  ncccssar>'  in  the  opioions  of  all  to  raLsc  the  rate  of 
duties  upon  imports  above  30  per  cent;  and  with  a  view  both  to  provide 
available  means  to  meet  present  exigencies  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a  successful  negotiation  of  a  loan.  I  felt  it  incumbent  on  me  to  urge  upou 
Confess  to  raise  the  duties  accordingly,  imposiiig  them  in  a  spirit  of  a 
wise  discrimination  for  the  tw*ofold  object  of  affording  ample  revenue  for 
the  Government  and  incidental  protection  to  the  various  branches  of 
domestic  industr>-.  I  al&o  pressed,  in  the  most  emphatic  but  respectful 
langiuge  I  could  employ,  the  necessity  of  making  the  land  sale.';  avail- 
able to  tlieTreaRur\-,asthe  basis  of  public cre^lit.  I  did  not  think  thai  I 
could  stand  excused,  much  less  justified,  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  nor  could  I  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  recommend  the  imposition  of 
additional  taxes  upon  them  without  at  ibe  same  lime  urging  the 
employment  of  all  the  legitimate  means  iif  the  Government  towanl 
satisfying  its  wants.  These  opinions  were  communtcalcd  in  advance 
of  any  definitive  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject  either  of  the  tariff  or 
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land  sales,  under  a  liigh  seose  of  public  duty  aud  lu  compliance  with  an 
express  injunction  of  tlic  Constitution,  so  tliat  if  a  collision,  extremely 
10  be  deprecaterl,  as  such  collisions  always  ate,  lias  seemingly  arisea 
between  tlie  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the  GOTernment,  it 
has  assuredly  not  been  owing  to  any  capricious  interference  or  to  any 
want  of  a  plain  and  frank  declaration  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
former.  Congress  differed  in  its  views  witli  those  of  the  KxccuUvc,  as  it 
had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  do.  and  passed  a  bill  virtually  for  a  time 
repealing  ihc  proviso  of  the  act  of  the  4th  September,  1841.  The  bill 
vas  returned  to  the  House  in  -which  it  origiuated  with  iny  objections  to 
its  btconiing  a  law.  With  a  view  to  ]>reveut.  if  possible,  an  open  dis* 
agreement  of  opinion  ou  a  point  so  important,  I  took  occasion  to  declare 
tliai.  I  regarded  it  as  an  indis])en&able  prerequisite  to  au  increase  of 
duties  above  30  per  cent  that  the  act  of  the  4th  September  should  reuiatn 
unrepealed  in  iw  provisions.  My  reajfons  for  that  opinion  were  elabo- 
rately set  forth  in  the  message  which  accompanied  the  return  of  the  bill, 
which  no  couslituttonal  majority  appears  to  have  been  found  for  passing 
Into  a  law. 

The  bill  which  is  now  before  ine  proposes  in  its  twenty-Mvcnth  section 
the  total  repeal  of  one  of  the  provisos  in  the  act  of  September,  and,  while 
it  increases  the  duties  above  20  per  cent,  directs  an  unconditional  distri- 
bution of  the  land  proceeds.  I  am  therefore  subjected  .1  second  time  iu 
the  period  of  a  few  days  to  the  necessity  of  either  giving  my  approval  to 
a  measure  which,  in  my  deliberate  judgment,  is  in  conflict  with  great 
public  interests  or  of  returuiug  it  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated 
with,  my  objections.  With  all  my  anxiety  for  the  passage  of  a  law  which 
would  replenish  an  exhausted  Trcasun,'  and  furnish  a  sound  and  healthy 
encouragement  to  mechanical  iudufitry,  I  cau  not  consent  to  do  so  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country  and  the  clearest  con- 
victions of  public  duty. 

I^or  some  of  the  rexsons  which  have  brought  me  to  this  conclusion 

refer  to  my  prcvioiu  messages  to  Congress,  and  briefly  subjoin  the 
following: 

I .  The  bill  unites  two  subjects  which,  so  fur  from  having  any  affinity 
to  one  another,  arc  wholly  incongruous  in  their  character.  It  is  both  a 
revenue  nnd  an  appropriation  bill.  It  thus  imposes  on  the  Executive, 
in  the  first  plnce,  the  necessity  of  either  approving  that  which  he  would 
reject  or  rejecting  that  which  he  might  otherwise  approve.  This  is  a 
species  of  constraint  to  which  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  ought  not. 
in  Diy  opinion,  to  be  subjected.  But  that  is  nut  iny  ou1>'  objection  to  the 
act  iu  its  present  form.  The  union  of  subjects  wholly  dissimilar  in  their 
character  in  the  same  bill,  if  it  grew  intoa  practice,  would  not  fail  to  lead 
to  consequences  destructive  of  all  wise  and  conscientious  legislation. 
Various  meajtures,  each  agreeable  only  to  a  )«raaI1  minority,  might  by 
being  thus  united — and  the  more  the  greater  chance  of  success — ^lead  to 
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tbc  passing  of  ]aws  of  which  no  single  provision  could  if  standing  alooe 
command  a  majority  in  its  favor. 

2.  While  the  Treasnrj'  is  in  a  state  of  extreme  eiiibnrrassnienl .  requir- 
ing ever>-  dollar  which  it  can  moke  available,  and  when  the  (lovemraent 
has  not  only  to  hiy  additional  taxes,  Init  to  borrow  money  to  meet  pressing 
demands,  the  bill  proposes  to  give  away  a  fruitful  source  of  revenue — 
..liich  is  the  same  thing  as  raising  money  by  loan  and  taxation — not  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  but  for  distribution — a  proceeding 
which  I  must  regard  as  highly  impolitic,  if  not  unconstitutional. 

A  brief  review  of  the  present  condition  uf  the  public  finances  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  true  condition  of  the  Treasury  and  exhibit  its  actual 
necessities: 

On  Ibe  sih  of  ADipuI  ( mday  laat)  there  WM  In  Uie  TmaaBfjr,  In  rooad  uum- 

bew. 0.tsa,«oa 

MecnMuylobercUltiedloiiiMtinMt  fond* |)iSft«o 

Intcrcat  on  [luMk-  ilcbt  due  in  Odgbcr ., ,      Sftow 

to  rt4cera  TiYour/  ootn  «u<l  pay  Ihc  IntETOt ue,aBD 

tnnd  dialiftnillun  under  tbe  uct  of  tkc  4tti  of  ScpteBbcr,  lAfi bM  m> 

-     I,  iSa«o» 

l,caWn(aD  annalilr  amouDl  <A t.. ST°k«>» 

The  >Jn%-y  Dcpartmcut  bad  drawn  requisitions  on  the  Treasury  at  that 
time  to  meet  debts  actually  due.  among  which  are  bilb  under  protest  for 
$1 ,4  \^,oix-,  thus  leaving  an  actual  deficit  of  $444,000. 

There  was  ou  liand  about  $100,000  of  unissued  Treasury  notes,  assisted 
by  the  accruing  revenue  {amounting  to  about  $150,000  per  week,  exclu- 
sive of  receipts  on  unpaid  bonds  J,  to  meet  requisitions  for  the  Army  and 
the  demands  of  the  civil  list. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  sum  of  $640,000  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States,  so  soon  as  the  statenieuts  and  accounts  cau  be  made  up  and  com- 
pleted, by  virtue  of  the  pro^xsiousof  the  act  of  the  4th  of  September  last 
(of  which  nearly  a  moiety  goes  to  a  few  States,  aud  only  about  $383,000 
is  to  be  divided  among  all  the  States),  while  it  adds  materially  to  the 
emharrassmenls  of  tlic  Treasury,  affords  to  the  States  no  decided  rehef. 

No  immediate  relief  from  this  state  of  things  is  anticipated  unless 
(what  would  most  deeply  be  deplored)  the  Government  could  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  negotiation  of  loans  already  authorized  by  taw  at  a  rate  of 
discount  ruinous  in  itself  and  calculated  most  seriously  to  aSect  the 
.public  credit.  So  great  is  the  depression  of  trade  that  even  if  the  pres- 
ent bill  were  to  become  a  law  and  prove  to  be  productive  some  time 
would  elapse  before  sufficient  supplies  would  flow  into  the  Treasury, 
while  in  the  meantime  its  embarrassments  would  be  continually  aug- 
mented by  the  semiannual  distriliutiou  of  the  land  proceeds. 

Indeed,  there  is  but  too  much  ground  to  apprchotd  that  ci'cn  if  this 
biU  were  permitted  to  become  a  law — alienating,  a»  it  docs,  tlic  proceeds 
of  the  land  sales — an  actual  deficit  in  the  Ttcasur}'  would  occur,  which 
would  more  than  probably  involve  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  direct 
taxation. 
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\jlA.  it  be  also  Teniarlced  that  $5,500,000  of  tbe  pulilic  debt  becomes 
redeemable  in  atntit  two  years  .ind  a  half,  wliicli  at  any  sacrifice  musi 
be  met,  wbile  the  Treasury  is  always  liable  to  demands  for  tbe  payment 
of  outstanding  Treasury  notes.  Siirli  is  the  gloomy  picture  wbich  our 
fioaucial  department  uow  presents,  and  whicb  calls  for  the  exercise  of 
a  rigid  economy  in  the  public  expenditures  and  the  rendering  avnilable 
of  all  the  means  within  the  control  of  the  Gtnremmeat.  t  most  respect- 
fully submit  u'hether  this  is  a  time  to  gix^e  away  the  proceeds  of  tbe 
laud  sales  when  the  public  lands  constitute  a  fund  which  of  all  other* 
may  be  made  most  useful  iu  sustaining  the  public  credit.  Can  theGo\- 
eriuueut  be  generous  and  muniBcent  to  others  when  every  dollar  it 
can  command  is  necessary  to  supply  its  own  wants?  And  if  Congress 
would  not  hesitate  to  suffer  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  4th  September 
last  to  remain  unrepealed  in  case  the  countrj-  was  involved  in  war,  is 
not  the  necessity  for  such  a  course  now  just  as  imperative  as  it  would 
be  then? 

3,  A  third  objection  remains  to  be  urged .  which  would  he  snilicient 
in  itself  to  induce  me  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  with  my  objections. 
By  uniting  two  subjects  so  incongnious  as  tariff  and  distribution  it  inev- 
itably makes  the  fate  of  the  one  dependent  upon  that  of  the  other  in 
future  contests  of  party.  Can  auything  be  more  fatal  to  the  niercliant 
or  manufacturer  than  such  an  alliance?  What  they  most  of  all  require 
is  a  system  of  moderate  duties  so  arranged  as  to  witbdraw  tbe  tariff 
question,  as  far  as  possible,  completely  from  the  arena  of  political  conten- 
tion. Their  chief  want  is  permanenc)'  and  stability.  Such  an  increase 
of  the  tariff  I  believe  to  be  necessary  iu  order  to  meet  the  economical 
expenditures  of  Government.  Such  an  increase,  made  in  the  spirit  of 
moderation  nnd  judicious  discrimination,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
entirely  satisfactory  to  tbe  great  majority  of  the  American  people.  In 
the  way  of  accomplishing  a  nieastire  so  salutary  and  so,  imperatively 
demanded  by  every  public  interest,  tlie  legislative  department  will  meet 
with  a  cordial  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Hxccutive.  This  is  all  that 
the  manufacturer  can  desire,  and  it  would  be  a  burden  readily  borne 
by  the  people.  But  I  cau  not  too  earnestly  repeat  that  iu  order  to  be 
beneficial  it  must  be  permanent,  and  in  order  to  be  permanent  it  must 
conittiand  general  acquiescence.  But  can  such  pcnnanency  Ix;  justly 
tio[>ed  for  if  the  tariff  question  be  coupled  with  that  of  distribution,  as 
to  which  a  serious  conflict  of  opinion  exists  among  tbe  States  and  tbe 
people,  and  which  enlists  in  its  support  a  bare  majority,  if,  indeed,  there 
be  a  majority,  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress?  What  permanency  or 
stability  can  attach  to  a  measure  which,  warring  upon  itself,  gives  away 
a  fruitful  .source  of  revenue  at  the  moment  it  proposes  a  large  increase 
of  taxes  on  the  people?  Is  the  manufacturer  prepared  to  stalce  himself 
and  his  interests  upon  such  an  issue  ? 

I  know  that  it  is  urged  (but  moet  erroneously,  in  my  opinion)  that 
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instibility  15  just  as  at>t  to  be  prodiicocl  by  retaining  the  public  lands  as 
a  source  of  revenue  as  from  aay  other  cause,  and  tUis  is  ascribed  to  a 
constant  fluctuation,  as  it  is  said,  in  the  amount  of  sales.  IE  there  were 
auylbing  in  this  obje<,lion,  it  equally  applies  to  every  impostion  of  duties 
on  imports.  The  amount  of  revenue  annually  derived  from  duties  is  con- 
stantly liable  to  change.  The  regulatians  of  foreign  governments,  the 
varying  productiveness  of  other  countries,  periods  of  excitcnient  in  trade, 
ami  a  great  variety  of  other  circumstances  arc  constantly  arising  to  affect 
the  state  of  commerce,  foreign  and  domestic,  and,  of  consequence,  the 
revenue  lc\-ie4  upon  it,  Tlie  sales  of  the  public  domain  in  ordinary 
times  nre  regulated  by  fixed  la\vs  which  have  their  basis  in  a  demand 
increasing  only  i:i  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  population.  In  recurring 
to  the  statistics  connected  with  this  subject  it  will  be  perceived  that  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  preceding  i8,t4  the  average  amount  of  land  sales 
did  not  exceed  $2,000,000.  For  the  increase  which  took  place  in  1834. 
1835,  and  1836  we  are  to  look  to  that  peculiar  condition  of  the  country 
which  Krew  ont  of  one  of  the  mast  extraordinary  excitements  in  business 
and  speculation  tliat  has  ever  occurred  iu  the  history  of  commerce  and 
ctirrency.  It  was  the  fruit  of  a  wild  s^rit  of  adventure  engendered  by 
a  vicious  system  of  credits,  under  the  evils  of  which  the  country  is  still 
laboring,  aud  wliich  it  is  fondly  hoped  will  not  soon  recur.  Considering 
the  vast  amount  of  investnieuts  made  by  private  individuals  in  the  public 
lands  during  those  three  years,  and  which  equaled  $43,000,000  (equal 
to  more  than  twenty  years'  purchase),  taking  the  average  of  sales  of 
the  ten  preceding  years,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  result  of  the 
public-land  sales  can  hold  out  nothing  to  alann  the  manufacturer  with 
the  idea  of  instability  in  the  revenues  and  consequently  in  the  course  of 
tlie  Go\'emment. 

tJndcr  what  appears  to  me,  therefore,  the  soundest  considerations  of 
public  policy,  and  in  \iew  of  the  interests  of  cver>-  branch  of  domestic 
indttstr>',  I  return  you  the  bill  with  these  my  objections  to  its  Ixhcoraing 
a  law. 

I  take  occasion  emphatically  to  repeal  my  anxious  desire  to  cooperate 
with  Congress  in  the  pasang  of  a  law  which,  while  it  shall  assist  in  sup- 
plyiuK  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  and  reestablish  public  cri-ilit.  shall 
afford  to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  all  the  incidental 
protcctiou  they  require. 

After  all.  the  effect  of  what  I  do  is  substantially  to  call  00  Congress  to 
reconsider  the  subject.  If  m\  .■inch  reconsideration  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  bi>th  Houses  should  be  in  favor  of  this  measure,  it  will  l»cconie 
&  law  notwithstanding  my  objections.  In  a  case  of  clear  and  m.anife3t 
error  on  the  ]>art  of  the  President  the  presuniptiuu  uf  the  Cunstttution 
is  that  such  majorities  will  he  found.  Should  they  Ite  so  found  in  this 
case,  baviiie  conscientiously  discharKcd  my  own  duty  1  shall  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  the  result.  lOllX  TYLER 
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Washington.  Au^st  30,  T84*. 
To  the  House  of  RfprtsmiaUves: 

By  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  il  is  provided  that  "cveiy 
bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Sen- 
ate sliall  before  it  become  a  law  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
Uaited  Stales;  if  he  approve,  he  shaU  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return, 
it  with  his  objections  to  that  House  Id  vrhicli  it  slialL  have  originated, 
who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  the  Journal  and  proceed  to 
reconsider  it." 

In  strict  compliance  with  the  positii.'e  obligation  thus  imposed  upon 
me  by  the  Constitution,  not  ha-ving  been  able  to  bring  myself  to  approve 
a  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of  Representativ-es  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  revenue  froui  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  existing  lan-s 
imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes, ' '  I  returned  the  ^me 
to  the  House  with  my  objections  to  its  Ijccoming  a  law.  These  objec- 
tions, which  had  entirely  satisfied  my  own  mind  of  the  great  impolicy, 
if  not  unconstitu'ionahty.  of  the  measure,  were  presented  in  the  most 
respectful  and  even  deferential  tenns.  I  would  not  have  been  so  far 
forgetful  of  what  was  due  from  one  department  of  the  Govemntent  to 
another  as  to  have  intentionally  employed  in  my  officia.1  intercourse  with 
the  House  any  langiuge  that  could  be  in  the  slightest  degree  offensive 
to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  If  in  assigning  my  objections  to  the 
bill  I  had  so  far  forgotten  what  was  due  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  to  impugn  its  motives  in  passing  the  bill,  I  should  owe,  not  only  to 
that  House,  but  to  the  country,  the  most  profound  apology.  Such 
departure  from  propriety  is,  however,  not  complained  of  in  any  pro- 
ceeding which  the  House  has  adopted.  It  has,  on  the  contrar>',  been 
expressly  made  a  subject  of  remark,  and  almost  of  complaint,  that  the 
language  in  which  my  dissent  was  couched  was  studiously  guarded  and 
cautious. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  official  communication  in  question,  I 
confess  I  was  wholly  unprepared  for  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
in  regard  to  it.  In  the  exercise  of  its  power  to  regulate  its  o-mi  pro- 
ceedings the  House  for  the  first  lime,  it  is  believed,  in  the  history'  of  the 
Go\'ermncnt  thought  proper  to  refer  the  message  to  a  select  committee 
of  its  own  body  for  the  purpose,  as  my  respect  for  the  House  would  have 
compelled  me  to  iuFcr.  of  dcHberatcly  weighing  the  objections  urged 
against  the  bill  by  the  Executive  with  a  \'icw  to  its  own  judgment  upon 
the  question  of  the  6nal  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  measure. 

Of  the  temper  and  feelings  in  relation  to  myself  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers selected  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  I  have  uotliing  to  say. 

•TbeUviucvtiicvicKPUiiimunlendUMtIt  tw  iNiit  enirrtdontbc  joura^L 
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That  W4S  a  matter  tutirely  within  the  discretion  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  that  coraraitlee,  taking  a  different  ^-icw  of  its  duty  from 
that  which  I  should  have  supposed  had  led  to  its  creation,  instead  of  con- 
fining itself  to  the  objections  urged  against  the  bill  availed  itself  of  the 
occasion  formally  to  arraign  the  Diotives  of  the  Fresideut  for  others  of  his 
acts  since  his  induction  into  office.  In  the  ahsence  of  all  proof  and,  as  I 
am  bound  to  declare,  against  all  law  or  precedent  in  parliamentary'  pro- 
ceedings,  and  at  the  same  time  in  a  mannerwhich  it  would  be  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  the  comity  hitherto  sacredly  obsen-'ed  in  the  intercourse 
between  independent  and  coordinate  departments  of  the  Government,  it 
bxs  aiisailcd  my  whole  official  conduct  without  the  shadow  of  a  pretext 
for  such  assault,  and,  stopping  short  of  impeachment,  has  charged  me, 
nevertheless,  with  ofIen^e.s  declared  to  deserve  impeachraent. 

Had  the  extraordinary  report  which  the  committee  thus  made  to  the 
House  been  permitted  to  remain  without  the  sanction  of  the  latter,  I 
should  not  have  uttered  a  regret  or  complaint  upon  the  subject.  But 
luiaccompanied  as  it  is  by  any  particle  of  testimony  to  support  the 
charges  it  contains,  without  s  deliberate  examination,  almost  without 
any  discussion,  the  House  of  Representatives  has  been  pleased  to  adopt 
it  as  its  own,  and  thereby  to  become  my  accuser  before  the  country  and 
before  the  world.  The  high  character  of  such  an  accuser,  the  gravity 
of  the  charges  which  have  been  made,  and  the  judgment  pronounced 
against  me  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  upon  a  distinct  and  separate 
vote  of  the  House  leave  me  no  alternative  hut  to  enter  my  solemn  pro- 
test against  this  proceeding  as  unju.<it  to  myself  as  a  man,  as  an  invasion 
of  my  constitutional  powers  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  American  people, 
and  as  a  Wolation  in  my  person  of  rights  secured  to  every  citizen  by  the 
laws  and  the  Constituttou.  That  Cotistitution  has  intrusted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  sole  po^^-cr  of  impeachment.  Such  impeachment 
is  required  to  be  tried  before  the  most  august  tribunal  known  to  our  insti- 
ttitioiis.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  composed  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  is  converted  into  a  hall  of  justice, 
and  inordertoiiLsurethe  strictest  observance  of  the  rules  of  evidence  and 
of  legal  procedure  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  the  highest  judi- 
cial functionary  of  the  land,  is  required  to  preside  over  its  delibcrationa. 
In  the  presence  of  such  a  judicatory  the  voice  of  faction  is  presumed  to  be 
sileut,  and  the  sentence  of  guilt  ct-  innocence  is  pronounced  under  tlie 
most  solemn  sanctions  of  religion,  of  honor,  and  of  law.  To  such  a  tri- 
btiual  docs  the  Constitution  authori7.e  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
carry  up  its  accusations  against  any  chief  ot  the  executive  department 
whom  it  may  believe  to  be  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 
Before  that  tribunal  the  accused  i«  coufronted  with  his  accusers,  and  may 
demaud  the  privilege,  wliicl)  the  justice  of  the  common  law  secures  to  the 
humblest  citi/.en,  of  a  full,  palieni,  and  impartial  inquir>-  into  the  facts. 
upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses  rigidly  cross-examined  and  deposing  in 
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the  face  of  day.  If  such  a  proceeding  had  been  adopted  toward  me.  unjust 
as  I  should  certainly  have  regarded  it,  I  shonld,  I  trust,  have  met  with  \\ 
bcooBiing  constancy  a  trial  as  painful  as  it  would  have  been  uudcserve<i. 
I  would  have  manifested  by  a  profonnd  subtnission  to  the  laws  of  my 
country  my  perfect  faith  in  her  justice,  and,  relying  on  the  purity  of 
my  motiTOS  and  the  rectitude  of  my  conduct,  should  liave  looked  forward 
with  cou6dence  to  a  triumphant  refutation  in  the  presence  of  thai  coun- 
try and  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  such  a  tribunal  not  only  of  whatever 
chajf^cs  might  have  been  formally  preferred  against  iiie,  but  of  all  the 
calumnies  of  which  I  have  hitherto  been  the  unresisting  victim.  As  it  is, 
I  have  been  accused  without  eiHdence  and  condemned  without  a  hearing. 
As  far  as  such  proceedings  can  accomplish  it,  I  am  deprived  of  public 
confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  Government  and  denied  ei.'en  the 
boast  of  a  good  name — a  name  transmitted  to  rac  from  a  patriot  father, 
pri/xd  as  my  proudest  inheritance,  and  carefully  preserved  for  those  who 
arc  to  come  after  me  as  the  most  precious  of  all  earthly  possessions.  I 
am  not  only  subjected  to  imputations  affecting  my  character  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  am  charged  with  offenses  against  the  country  so  grave  and  J 
so  heinous  rs  to  deserve  public  disgrace  and  disfranchisement.  I  am 
cliarged  with  violating  pledges  which  I  never  gave,  and,  because  I  exe- 
cute what  I  belie^'e  to  be  the  law,  with  usurping  powers  not  conferred 
by  law,  and,  above  all.  with  using  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitutiou  from  corrupt  motives  and  for  unwarrantable 
ends.  And  these  charges  are  made  without  uny  particle  of  evidence  to 
sustain  them,  and,  as  I  solemnly  afiinn.  without  any  foundation  in  truth. 
Why  is  a  proceeding  of  this  sort  odopted  at  this  time?  Is  the  occasion 
for  it  found  in  the  fact  that  having  been  elected  to  the  second  office  under 
the  Constitution  by  the  free  and  ifoluntary  suffrages  of  the  people,  I 
have  succeeded  to  the  first  according  to  the  express  provisions  of  tlie 
fundameutal  law  uf  the  same  people?  It  is  true  that  the  succesaou  of 
the  Vice-President  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  has  never  occurred  before 
and  that  all  prudent  and  patriotic  minds  have  looked  on  this  new  trial  of 
the  wisdom  and  stability  of  our  institutions  with  a  somewhat  anxious 
concern.  I  have  been  made  to  feel  too  sensibly  the  difficulties  of  my 
unprecedented  position  not  to  know  all  that  is  intended  to  be  conveyed 
in  the  reproach  cast  upon  a  President  without  a  party.  But  I  found 
myself  placed  in  this  most  responsible  station  by  no  usurpation  or  cou- 
tri\*auccof  myown.  I  \vas  called  to  it,  under  Provideuce,  by  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  and  the  deliberately  declared  will  of  the  people.  It  is 
by  these  that  I  have  been  clothed  with  the  high  pmver.i  which  they  have 
seen  fit  to  coiifide  to  their  Chief  ICxccutivc  and  lieen  charged  with  the 
solemn  responsibility  under  which  those  powers  arc  to  W  exercisetl.  It 
is  to  them  that  I  hold  m>-3elf  answerable  as  a  moral  agent  for  a  free  sud 
conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties  which  they  have  imposed  u|K)n  me. 
It  is  not  as  an  individual  merely  that  I  am  now  called  upon  to  resist 
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tlie  encroachments  of  unconstitutional  power.  T  represent  the  executive 
anthority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  in  thrir  name, 
whose  were  ngcnt  and  ser\'ant  I  am.  and  ivhosc  will  declared  in  their 
fundamental  law  I  dare  not,  e\'en  were  [  iucliued,  to  disobey,  that  I  pro- 
test against  ever>*  attempt  to  break  do-wn  the  uudoabted  constitutional 
po%ver  of  this  department  withoDt  a  solerau  amendment  of  that  funda- 
mental law. 

I  am  determined  to  uphold  the  Constitution  in  this  as  in  other  respectt 
to  the  utmost  of  my  abihty  and  in  defiance  of  all  personal  consequences. 
What  way  happen  to  an  indindual  is  of  Ultle  importance,  but  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country,  or  any  one  of  its  great  and  clear  principles  and 
provisions,  is  too  sacred  to  be  surrendered  uniler  any  circumstances  wliat- 
ever  by  those  who  are  charged  with  its  protection  and  defense.  Least  of 
all  should  he  be  held  guiltless  who,  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  great 
departments  of  tlic  Govcnimcnt.  should  shrink  from  the  exercise  of  its 
I  imquestionsble  authority  on  the  moitt  important  occasions  and  should 
consent  wthout  a  struggle  to  efface  all  the  barriers  so  carefully  erected 
by  the  people  to  control  and  circumscribe  the  powers  confided  to  their 
various  agents.  It  may  be  desirnble.  as  the  majority  of  the  Hou.se  of 
Representatives  has  declared  it  is,  that  no  such  checks  upon  the  will 
of  the  Legislature  should  be  suffered  to  continue.  This  is  a  matter  for 
the  people  and  States  to  decide,  but  until  they  shall  have  decided  it  I 
shall  feel  myself  botind  to  execute,  w^ithout  fear  or  favor,  the  law  as  it  has 
been  vvritten  by  our  predecessors. 

I  protest  against  this  whole  proceeding  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  ex  parte  and  extrajudicial.  I  protest  against  it  as  subversive  of  the 
common  right  of  all  citt/etis  to  be  condemned  only  upon  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial ,  according  to  law  and  evidence,  before  the  country.  I  protest 
against  it  as  destructive  of  all  the  comity  of  intercourse  between  the 
departments  uf  this  Government,  and  destined  sooner  or  later  to  lead  to 
conflict.s  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  integrity  of  the  Con- 
stitution. [  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  that  Constitution  which 
is  not  only  iny  own  shield  of  protection  and  defense,  but  that  of  every 
American  citizen.  I  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  the  people,  by  whose 
will  I  stand  where  I  do,  by  whose  authority  I  exercised  the  power  whicli 
I  am  charged  with  having  usurped,  and  to  whom  I  am  responsible  for  a 
firm  and  faithful  discharge  according  to  my  own  convictions  of  duty  of 
the  high  stewardship  confided  to  me  by  them.  I  protest  against  it  in  the 
name  of  all  regulated  liberty  and  all  limited  government  as  a  proceeding 
tending  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  Rcpreseata- 
tivcs.  or  a  bare  majority  of  Congrcs.s  for  the  time  being,  an  uncontrolled 
and  despotic  power.  And  X  respectfully  ask  that  this  uiy  protest  may  be 
entered  upon  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  a  solemn 
and  fonnal  declaration  for  all  time  to  come  against  Ibc  injustice  and 
uuconstitutiouality  of  such  a  proceeding.  lOHX  TVLER. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washington.  PecanSer  6.  tS4£. 

To  thf  Senate  and  Housr  of  Representatives  of  the  {United  Stain: 

We  have  contitmed  reason  to  express  our  profound  gratitude  to  the 
Great  Creator  of  All  Thtugs  for  numberless  benefits  conferred  upon  us  us 
a  people.  Blesiiecl  with  genial  seasons,  the  husbandman  has  his  gamers 
filled  with  abundance,  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  its  lux- 
uries, abound  in  ever>'  direction.  While  in  some  other  uatious  steady 
and  industrious  labor  can  hardly  Hud  the  means  of  subsisteuce,  the  great- 
est evil  wliich  we  have  tn  encounter  iH  a  surplus  of  production  beyond 
the  home  demand,  which  seeks,  and  with  difficulty  finds,  a  partial  mar- 
ket in  other  regions.  The  health  of  the  countf>',  with  partial  exceptions, 
has  for  the  pa.st  year  been  well  preserved,  and  under  their  free  and  wise 
institutions  the  United  States  are  rapidly  advancing  toward  the  consuni- 
tnation  of  the  high  destiuy  which  an  overruling  Providence  seems  to  liave 
marked  out  for  them.  Kxenipt  from  domestic  convulsion  and  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  we  are  left  free  to  consult  as  to  the  best  means  of 
securing  and  advancing  the  happiness  of  the  people.  Such  are  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  you  now  assemble  in  your  respective  chambers 
and  which  should  lead  tis  to  unite  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  that 
^jcat  Being  who  made  us  and  who  preserves  us  as  a  nation. 

I  congratulate  you,  fcUow-citizens.  on  the  happy  change  in  the  aspect 
of  our  foreign  affairs  since  my  last  annual  message.  Causes  of  complaint 
at  that  time  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  which, 
attended  by  irritating  circumstances,  threatened  mast  seriously  the  pub- 
lic peace.  The  difficulty  of  adjusting  amicably  the  questions  at  issue 
between  the  two  countries  was  in  no  small  degree  augmented  by  the 
lapse  of  time  since  they  had  their  origin.  The  opinions  entertained  by 
the  Executive  on  several  of  the  leading  topics  in  dispute  were  frankly 
set  forth  in  the  message  at  the  opening  of  your  late  session.  The 
aj^intmeut  of  a  special  minister  by  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States 
with  power  to  negotiate  upon  most  of  the  points  of  difference  indicated 
a  desire  on  her  part  amicably  to  adjust  them,  and  that  minister  was  met 
by  the  Kxecative  in  the  same  spirit  wliich  had  dictated  his  mis.<noD. 
The  treaty  consequent  thereon  having  been  duly  ratified  by  the  two 
Govenunents,  a  copy,  together  with  the  correspondence  which  accom- 
potiied  it,  is  herewith  communicated.  I  trust  that  whilst  you  may  see  Ik 
it  nothing  objectionable,  it  may  be  the  iiie;ins  of  preser\-iug  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  the  amicable  relations  happily  existing  between  the  two  Gov- 
eniments.  Tlie  question  of  peace  or  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  is  a  question  of  the  deepest  interest,  not  only  to  them- 
selves, but  to  the  civilized  world,  since  it  is  scarcely  poseible  that  a  war 
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amid  cxial  between  them  without  endangering  the  peace  of  Chri-stcn- 
dom.  The  immediaic  effect  of  the  treaty  upcm  ourselves  will  he  felt  in 
tlte  security  o&orded  to  mercantile  enterprise,  which,  no  longer  appre- 
h«n^ve  of  interruption,  adventures  its  speculations  in  the  most  distant 
•e»s,and,  freighted  with  the  diversified  productions  of  every  land,  retums 
to  blese  oar  own.  There  is  nothing  in  the  treaty  which  in  the  slightest 
degree  eomproniits  the  honor  or  dignity  of  either  nation.  Next  to  the 
settlement  of  the  boundary  line,  which  must  always  be  a  matter  of  diffi- 
culty between  states  as  between  individuals,  the  question  which  seemed 
to  threaten  the  greatest  embarrassment  n-as  that  connected  with  the 
African  stave  trade. 

By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  it  was  expressly  declared 
that— 

Mklicmu  tbc  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  wttli  the  pric'ciples  of  bunuitity  and 
justice,  and  wberras  botb  Mis  Jklajefity  and  ttie  United  States  are  desirous  of  con- 
tiiiuiug  their  eSorti  to  promote  its  entire  Abolition,  it  Is  hereby  Agreed  tliat  both 
tbe  contracting  partle»  aboII  use  Ibeii  best  eudcflvon)  to  accomplisb  so  desirable  as 
object. 

In  the  enforcetueut  of  the  laws  and  treaty  stipulations  of  Great  Britain 
a  practice  liad  threatened  to  grow  up  on  the  part  of  its  cruisers  of  sub- 
jecting to  visitation  ships  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  which,  while 
it  seriously  involved  our  maritime  rights,  would  subject  to  vexation  a 
branch  of  otu"  trade  which  was  daily  increasing,  and  which  required 
tbc  fostering  care  of  Go^'cmment.  A.ud  although  Lord  Aberdeen  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  American  envoys  at  I,ondon  expressly  dis- 
claimed all  right  to  detain  an  American  ship  on  the  high  seas,  even  if 
found  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  board,  and  restricted  the  British  preten- 
sion to  a  mere  claim  to  visit  and  inquire,  yet  it  could  not  well  be  dis- 
cerned by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  how  such  visit  and  inquiry 
could  l>c  made  without  detention  on  the  voyage  and  cousequeiit  internip- 
tion  to  the  trade.  It  was  regarded  as  the  right  of  search  presented  only 
in  a  new  form  and  expressed  in  different  words,  and  I  therefore  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  distinctly  to  declare  in  my  annual  message  to  Congress  that 
no  such  concession  could  be  made,  and  that  the  United  States  had  both 
the  will  and  the  ability  to  enforce  their  own  laws  and  to  protect  their 
flag  from  being  used  for  purpase.t  wholly  forbidden  by  tliose  laws  and 
obnoxious  to  the  moral  censure  of  the  world.  Taking  the  message  as 
his  letter  of  instructions,  our  then  miuistcr  at  Paris  felt  himself  required 
to  assume  the  same  ground  in  a  remonstraucv  which  he  fell  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  present  to  Mr.  Guix^t,  and  through  him  to  the  King  of  the 
Preoch.  against  what  lias  been  called  the  "quintuple  treaty;"  and  his 
conduct  in  this  rc-spcct  met  with  the  approval  of  this  Government.  la 
close  conformity  with  these  views  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  was 
framed,  which  provides  "that  each  nation  sh,il1  keep  afloat  in  the  Afri- 
can seas  a  force  not  less  than  80  guns,  to  act  separately  and  apart,  under 
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Instructions  from  tlicir  respective  flovcmmcnts,  and  for  the  enforcement 
of  tlicir  respective  laws  and  oMigatious. "  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  ground  assumed  iu  the  tnessagc  lias  'been  fully  nwintained  at  the  same 
time  that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  nre  to  be  ciirried  out  in 
gooti  faith  by  the  two  countries,  an<i  that  all  pretense  is  remwed  for 
interference  with  our  commerce  for  any  purpose  whatever  by  a  foreign 
government.  While,  therefore,  the  United  States  liavc  been  standiiiR  up 
for  the  freetloin  of  the  seas,  they  have  not  thought  proper  to  make  that  a 
pretext  for  nvoidiiiE  a  fulfillment  of  their  treaty  stipulation:!  or  a  ground 
for  giving  countenance  to  a  trade  reprobated  by  our  laws,  A  .similar 
arrangement  by  the  other  great  jxiwers  could  not  fail  to  s^veep  froni  the 
ocean  the  .slave  trade  without  the  interpolation  of  any  new  principle  into 
the  maritime  code.  Wc  may  be  permitted  to  hope  that  the  example  thns 
set  will  be  followed  by  .some  if  not  all  of  them.  Wc  thereby  nLso  afford 
suitable  protection  to  the  fair  trader  in  those  seas,  thus  fulfilling  at  the 
same  time  the  dictates  of  a  sound  pohcy  and  complying  with  the  clainu 
of  justice  and  humanity. 

It  would  have  furnished  additional  cause  for  congratulation  if  tlie  treaty 
could  hav-e  embraced  all  subjects  calctjlated  in  future  to  lead  to  a  misun- 
derstanding between  the  two  Cky\*emments.  The  Territory  of  the  United 
States  commonly  called  the  Oregon  Territorj-,  lying  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  latitude,  to  a  portion  of  which  Crcat 
Britain  laya  claim,  begins  to  attract  the  attention  of  our  fellow-citizeus, 
and  the  tide  of  population  which  has  reclaimed  what  was  so  lately  an 
unbroken  wilderness  in  more  contiguous  regions  is  preparing  to  flow 
over  those  vast  districts  which  stretch  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the 
PacificOceaii.  En  advance  of  the  acquirement  of  individual  rights  to  these 
lauds,  sound  policy  dictates  that  c\-er)'  effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the 
two  Governments  to  settle  their  respective  claims.  It  became  manifest 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  late  negotiatioua  that  any  attempt  for  the  time 
being  satisfactorily  to  detemune  those  rights  would  lead  to  a  protracted 
discitssion.  which  might  embrace  in  its  failure  other  more  pressing  mat- 
ters, and  theKxecutivedid  not  regard  it  as  proper  to  waive  all  the  advan- 
tages of  an  honorable  adjustment  of  other  difficulties  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance  because  this,  not  so  immediately  prcsang,  stood  iii  the 
way.  Although  the  difficulty  referred  to  may  not  for  several  years  to 
come  involve  the  peace  of  the  two  countries,  j-ct  I  shall  not  delaj'  to  urge 
on  Great  Britain  the  importance  of  its  early  settlement.  Nor  will  other 
matters  of  commercial  importance  to  the  two  countries  be  overlooked, 
and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  comport  with  the  polic>'  of 
England,  as  it  does  with  tliat  of  the  United  Sutcs.  to  seixe  upon  thts 
moment,  when  mostof  the  c:ui5esuf  irritation  have  passed  away,  totx-mcut 
the  peace  and  amity  of  the  two  countries  by  wisely  rcaioviug  all  grounds 
of  probable  future  collision. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Kurope  our  relations  continue  on  the  most 
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amicable  footing.  Treaties  now  existing  with  them  sliould  be  rigidly 
obscrx-ed,  and  c\-cr>*  opportunity  compatible  \\-ith  the  interests  of  the 
tinilwl  SUIt-s  should  be  wized  upon  to  enlar^i'  the  Iwmis  of  commercial 
intercourse.  Peace  with  all  the  world  is  the  trot!  foundation  of  our 
poUc>',  which  can  only  be  rendered  permanent  by  the  practice  of  equal 
and  impartial  justice  to  all.  Our  gieat  desire  should  be  to  enter  only 
inlo  that  rivalo'  which  looks  to  t!ic  general  good  in  tlie  cultivation  of  Uic 
sciences,  the  enkr^ement  of  the  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  mechanical 
arts,  and  the  spread  of  commerce — tliat  great  civiliMf — to  e\'er\*  land  atic] 
sea.  Carefully  abstaining  from  interference  in  alE  questions  exclusively 
referring  themselves  to  the  political  interests  of  Europe,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  hope  an  equal  exemption  from  the  interference  of  European 
Governments  in  what  relates  to  the  States  of  the  American  continent. 

On  the  23d  of  A[Hil  last  the  commis^oners  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  under  the  convention  nHth  the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  nth  of 
April,  1S39,  made  to  the  proper  Department  a  final  report  in  relation  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  commission.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  total 
amonnt  awarded  to  the  claimants  by  the  comniLssioners  and  the  umpire 
appointed  under  that  convention  was  $2 .026.079.  C8.  Tlie  arbiter  having 
considered  tliat  his  functions  were  required  by  the  convention  to  termi- 
nate at  the  same  time  with  those  oi  the  commissioners,  returned  to  the 
hoard,  undecided  for  want  of  time,  ciaimj  which  had  been  allowed  by  the 
American  commissioners  to  the  amount  of  $928,620.88.  Other  claims, 
in  which  the  amount  sought  to  he  recovered  was  $3,336,837.05,  were 
submitted  to  the  board  too  late  for  its  consideration.  The  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Mexico  has  been  duly  authorized  to  make  demand 
for  payment  of  tht  awards  according  to  the  terms  of  tlie  convention  and 
the  pro\'isious  of  t'C  act  of  Congress  of  the  lilh  of  June.  1S40.  He 
JuB  a].so  been  imttrut  'ed  to  communioite  to  that  Government  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  Govemnent  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  those  claims 
which  were  not  dispcied  of  according  to  the  provisiotLs  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  all  others  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Mexican 
Government.  He  lias  also  been  furnished  with  other  instructions,  to  be 
followed  by  him  in  case  the  Go^'cmmcnt  of  Mexico  should  not  &id  itself 
in  a  condition  to  make  present  payment  of  the  amount  of  the  awards  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent. 

I  am  hajipir  to  be  able  to  say  tiiat  information  which  is  esteemed 
favorable  both  to  a  just  satisfaction  of  the  awards  and  a  reasonable  provi- 
sion for  other  clainLS  lias  been  rccenily  received  from  Mr.  Thompson,  the 
minister  of  the  United  States,  who  has  promptly  and  efficiently  executed 
the  instructions  of  his  Government  in  regard  to  this  important  subject. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  accompanied  the  late  Texan 
expedition  to  Santa  Fe,  and  who  were  wrongfully  taken  and  held  as 
prisoners  of  war  in  Mexico,  have  all  been  liberated. 

A  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  Department  of  State 
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aad  the  Mexican  minister  of  forei^  affairs  njion  the  cnmplaint  of  Mex* 
ico  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  permitted  to  give  aid  to  the 
inhabitants  of  T«-xas  in  the  war  existinfj  between  her  and  that  Republic. 
Copies  of  this  correspondence  are  herewith  coinnmnicaled  to  Congress, 
together  with  copies  of  letters  on  the  same  snbject  addressed  to  the 
diplomatic  corps  at  Mexico  by  the  American  minister  and  the  Mexican 
secretary  of  state. 

Mexico  has  tlioaght  proper  to  reciprocate  the  mission  of  the  United 
States  to  that  Government  by  accrediting  to  this  a  minister  of  the  samsi 
rank  as  that  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico.  From 
the  circumstances  connected  with  his  mission  favorable  results  are  antic- 
ipated from  it.  It  is  so  obviously  for  the  interest  of  both  countries  as 
neighbors  and  friends  that  all  jtist  causes  of  mutual  dissatisfaction  should 
be  remm'ed  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  neither  will  omit  or  delay  the  employ- 
ment of  auy  practicable  and  honorable  means  to  accomplish  that  end. 

The  adairs  pending  Ixrtween  this  Covertimeut  and  several  others  of 
the  States  of  this  hemisphere  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain  have 
again  within  the  past  year  been  niateriatly  obstructed  by  the  military 
revolutions  and  conflicts  in  tliose  countries. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Ecuador  of  the  ijth  of  June,  1839,  have  been  exchanged, 
and  that  instrument  has  been  duly  promulgated  on  the  part  of  this  Oo\'- 
ernment.  Copies  are  now  conmmnicated  to  Congress  with  a  view  to 
enable  that  hody  to  make  such  changes  in  the  laws  applicable  to  our 
intercourse  with  that  Republic  as  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Government  of  Chile  for  the  payment 
of  the  claim  on  account  of  the  illegal  detention  of  the  brig  Warrior  z%. 
Coquimbo  in  1820.  This  Gm-emmeut  has  reason  to  expect  that  other 
chums  of  our  citizens  against  Chile  will  be  hastened  to  a  final  and  satis- 
factory- close. 

The  Empire  of  Brazil  has  not  been  altogether  exempt  from  those  coo* 
vulsious  which  so  constantly  afflict  the  neighboring  republics.  Disturb- 
ances which  recciilly  broke  out  are.  however,  now  understood  to  be 
quieted.  But  these  occurrences,  by  threatening  the  stabiUty  of  the  gov- 
ernments, or  by  causing  incessant  and  violent  changes  in  them  or  in  the 
persons  who  administer  them,  tend  greatly  to  retard  provisions  for  %\ 
just  indemnity  for  losses  and  injuries  suffered  by  individual  subjects- 
or  citizens  of  other  states.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
feel  it  to  be  its  duty,  however,  to  consent  to  no  delay  not  unavoidable  in 
making  satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries  sustained  by  its  own  citi- 
zens. Many  years  having  in  some  cases  elapsed,  a  decisive  and  effectual 
course  of  proceeding  will  be  demanded  of  the  respective  go%-eniracnts 
against  whom  claims  have  been  preferred. 

The  vexatious,  harassing,  and  expensive  war  which  so  long  prevailed 
with  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  peninsula  of  Florida  has  happily 
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been  termiiialcd,  whereby  our  Army  has  been  relieved  from  a  service  of 
the  most  disagreeable  character  and  the  Treasury  from  a  large  expendi- 
ture. Some  casual  outbreaks  may  occur,  such  as  are  incident  to  the 
cl<wc  proximity  of  lx>rder  settlers  and  the  Indians,  but  these,  as  in  all 
other  cases,  inay  be  left  to  the  care  of  the  locnl  authorities,  aided  when 
occasion  may  require  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States.  A  sufficient 
number  of  troops  will  be  maintained  in  Florida  so  long  as  the  remotest 
apprehensions  of  danger  shall  exist,  yet  their  duties  will  be  Umited 
rather  to  the  garrisoning  of  the  necessary*  posts  than  to  the  maintenance 
of  active  hostilities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  tcrritor>'  so  long  retarded 
in  its  growth  will  now  speedily  reco\*er  from  the  evils  incident  to  a  pro- 
tracted war,  exhibiting  in  the  increased  amount  of  its  rich  productions 
true  evidences  of  returning  wealth  and  prosperity.  By  the  practice  of 
rigid  justice  toward  the  numerous  ludiau  tribes  residing  within  our  ter- 
ritorial limits  and  the  exercise  of  a  parental  vigilance  over  their  interests, 
protecting  them  against  fraud  and  intrusion,  and  at  the  same  time  using 
e\'ery  proper  expedient  to  introduce  among  them  the  arts  of  civilized  life, 
wc  may  fondly  hope  not  only  to  wean  them  from  their  love  of  war,  but 
to  inspire  them  with  a  love  for  peace  and  all  its  avocations.  With  sev- 
eral of  the  tribes  great  progress  in  ci\-ilizing  them  h.is  already  been  made. 
The  schoolma.stcr  and  the  missionary  arc  found  side  by  .■ddc.  and  the 
remnants  of  what  were  once  numerous  and  pon'crful  nations  may  yet  be 
prcscr\*ed  as  the  builders  up  of  a  new  name  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasary  00  the  tst  of  January,  1843,  exclusive  of 
the  amount  deposited  with  the  States,  trust  funds,  and  indemnities,  was 
$.?3o,483.68.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasur>-  during  the  three  first  quar- 
ters of  the  present  year  from  all  sources  amount  to  $36,616,593.78,  of 
which  more  than  fourteen  millions  were  received  from  customs  and  aboot 
one  million  from  the  pnbhc  lands.  The  receipts  for  thcfourthquarter  arc 
estimated  at  nearly  eight  millions,  of  which  four  millions  are  expected 
from  customs  and  three  millions  and  a  half  from  loans  and  Treasury 
notes.  The  expenditures  of  the  first  ihrw;  quarters  of  the  preseut  ^-ear 
exceed  twenty-^x  millions,  and  those  estimated  for  the  fourth  quarter 
amount  to  about  eight  millions:  and  it  is  anticipated  there  will  be  a  defi- 
ciency of  half  a  million  on  the  ist  of  January  next,  btit  that  the  amount 
of  outstanding  warrants  (estimated  at  fSoo.ooo)  will  leave  an  acttial 
balance  of  about  3324,000  in  the  Treasurj'.  Among  the  expenditures  of 
this  year  are  more  than  eight  millions  for  the  public  debt  and  about 
f6oo,ooo  on  account  of  the  distribution  to  the  States  of  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  present  tariff  of  duties  was  somewhat  hastily  and  hurriedly  passed 
near  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress.  That  it  should  have 
defects  can  therefore  be  stirpTis.ing  to  no  one.  To  remedy  such  defects 
4s  may  be  found  to  exist  iu  any  of  its  numerous  proviaon?  wilt  D^t 
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fail  to  claim  your  serious  attcinion.  It  may  well  merit  inquir>"  whethei 
tlie  exactiou  of  all  duties  iu  caslx  docs  not  call  for  tlic  introduction  of  a 
system  which  has  provwi  highly  beneBcial  in  countries  where  it  has  Iwcn 
adopted.  I  refer  to  the  warehousing  system.  The  first  aud  mont  protai- 
nent  effect  which  it  would  produce  would  be  to  protect  the  market  alike 
against  redundant  or  deEcient  supplies  of  foreign  fabrics,  both  of  which 
in  the  long  run  are  injurious  as  well  to  the  manufacturer  as  the  importer. 
The  quantity  of  goods  in  store  being  at  all  times  readily  known,  it  would 
enable  the  importer  with  an  approach  to  accuracy  to  ascertain  the  actual 
wants  of  the  market  and  to  regulate  himself  accordingly.  If,  howcTcr, 
be  should  fall  into  error  by  importiug  an  excess  above  the  public  wants, 
he  could  readily  correct  its  evils  by  availing  hinvseU  of  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  the  system  thus  established.  In  the  storelioiise  the  goods 
imported  would  await  the  demand  of  the  market  and  their  issues  would 
be  governed  by  the  fixed  principles  of  demand  and  supply.  Thus  an 
approximation  would  be  made  to  a  steadiness  and  uniformity  of  price, 
which  if  attainable  would  conduce  to  the  decided  advantage  of  mercan- 
tile and  mechanical  operation!;. 

The  apprehension  may  be  well  entertained  that  without  something  to 
ameliorate  the  rigor  of  casli  payments  the  entire  import  trade  may  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  capitalists  in  this  country  aud  in  Kurope. 
The  small  importer,  who  requires  all  the  money  he  can  raise  for  invest- 
ments abroad,  and  who  can  but  ill  afford  to  pay  the  lon-cst  duty,  would 
have  to  subduct  in  advance  a  portion  of  his  funds  in  order  to  pay  the 
duties,  and  would  lose  the  interest  upon  the  amount  thus  paid  for  all 
the  time  the  goods  might  remain  unsold,  which  might  absorb  his  profits. 
The  rich  capitalist,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  would  thus  possess  .ifter 
a  short  time  an  almost  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  import  trade,  and  laws 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  all  would  thus  operate  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few — a  result  wholly  uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  and 
antirepublican  in  all  its  tendencies.  The  warehousing  system  would 
enable  the  importer  to  watch  the  market  and  to  select  his  own  time  for 
offering  liis  goods  for  sale.  A  profitable  portion  of  the  carr>'ing  trade  iu 
articles  entered  for  the  benefit  of  drawback  mu-st  also  be  most  seriously 
affected  without  the  .idoption  of  some  expedient  to  reliCT'c  the  cash  s>'S- 
tem.  The  warehousing  system  would  afford  tliat  relief,  since  the  carrier 
would  have  a  safe  recourse  to  the  public  storehouses  and  might  %\'itIiout 
advancing  the  duty  resliip  within  some  reasonable  period  to  foreign  port& 
A  further  effect  of  the  measure  would  I>c  to  supersede  the  system  of 
drawbacks,  thereby  effectually  protectuig  the  Government  against  fraud, 
as  the  right  of  delwnture  would  not  attach  to  goods  after  their  withdrawal 
from  the  public  stores. 

In  revising  the  existins  tariff  of  duties,  should  you  deem  it  proper  to 
do  so  iit  your  i>rcseiit  session,  I  can  only  repeat  the  suK)i;esli<.in>  mid  rec- 
ommendations which  upon  several  occasions  I  have  heretofore  felt  it  to 
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be  my  duty  to  offer  to  Congress.  The  great  primary  and  controlling 
interest  of  tlic  American  people  is  union — union  not  only  in  the  mere 
forms  of  go\-crnmcnt,  f<wms  which  may  Ix;  broken,  Inil  union  founded 
ui  au  atuchmtut  of  States  and  individuals  for  cacli  oilier.  Tliis  union 
in  sentiment  and  feeling  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  adoption  of  that 
ootuae  of  policy  which,  neither  giving  exclusive  I)euefits  to  »oine  nor 
imposing  tmueceasary  burthens  upon  others,  sliall  consult  the  tuteresta 
of  all  by  pursuing  a  course  of  moderation  and  thereby  seeking  to  harmo- 
nize public  opinion,  and  causing  the  people  e\'crj'where  to  feel  and  to 
IcnuH'  that  the  Government  is  careful  of  the  interests  uf  all  alike.  Nor  is 
there  any  subject  in  regard  to  which  moderation,  connected  with  a  wise 
disoiminatiod,  is  more  necessary-  thau  in  the  imposition  of  duties  on 
imports.  Whether  reference  be  had  to  revenue,  the  jirimary  object  in 
tlic  imposition  of  taxes,  or  to  Uie  incidents  which  necessarily  flow  from 
their  imposition,  this  w  entirely  true.  Extravagant  duties  defeat  their 
end  and  object,  not  only  by  exciting  in  the  public  mind  an  ho.slility 
to  the  manufacttiring  interests,  but  by  inducing  a  system  of  .smuggling 
oil  an  extensive  scale  and  the  practice  of  every  manner  of  fraud  upon 
the  revenue,  which  the  utmost  vigilance  of  Go%"crmncut  can  not  effec- 
tually suppress.  An  opposite  course  of  pohcy  would  be  attended  by 
results  essentially  different,  of  which  ever>'  interest  of  society,  and  none 
■iiore  than  those  of  the  manufacturer,  would  reap  important  advantages. 
Among  the  most  striking  of  its  beueGts  would  be  that  derived  from  the 
genera]  acquiewrence  of  the  comitry  in  its  support  and  the  consequent 
penuaueucy  and  stability  which  would  be  given  to  all  the  operatious  of 
industry.  It  can  not  be  too  often  repeated  that  no  system  of  legisla- 
tioii  can  be  wise  which  is  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  No  interest  can 
lliri\'e  under  it.  The  prudent  capitalist  will  never  adventure  his  capital 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  or  in  any  other  leading  pursuit  of  life, 
if  there  exists  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  Government  will 
repeal  to-morrow  what  it  has  enacted  to-day.  Fitful  profits,  however 
high,  it  threatened  with  a  ruinous  reduction  by  a  vacillating  policy  on  the 
part  of  Government,  will  scairely  tempt  him  to  trust  the  money  which  he 
lias  acquired  by  a  life  of  labor  upon  the  uncertain  adventiu^.  I  therefore, 
in  the  .tpirit  of  conciliation,  and  influenced  by  no  other  de.<tire  than  to 
rescue  the  great  interests  of  the  country  from  the  voitex  of  political  con- 
tention, and  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  solemn  duties  of  the  place 
which  T  now  occupy,  recommend  moderate  duties,  imposed  with  a  wise 
discrimination  a.-;  to  their  several  objects,  as  lieing  not  only  most  likcl>  ic 
be  durable,  but  most  adt'antagctms  to  c\'cTy  interest  of  society. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary-  of  the  War  Department  exhibits  a  vqt\ 
tuU  and  satisfactory  account  of  the  various  and  important  interest'*  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  that  officer.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  find 
that  ihc  exi>enditiires  for  the  militar>*  scn,'ice  are  greatly  reduced  in 
amount — that  a  strict  S)'stcm  of  economy  has  been  introduced  into  the 
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s<r\-ice  ind  the  abuses  of  past  years  greatly  reformed.  The  fortifica- 
tions on  our  maritime  frontier  liave  been  prosecuted  with  mach  vigor, 
and  at  mnny  points  our  defenses  are  in  n  very  considerable  state  of  for- 
wardness. The  suggestions  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  means 
of  communication  with  our  territories  on  the  Pacific  and  to  the  survej's 
so  essenlial  to  a  Icnowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  inlcrmcdialc  country 
are  entitled  to  the  most  favorable  consideration.  While  I  would  propose 
nothing  inconsistent  with  friendly  negotiations  to  settle  the  extent  of 
our  claims  in  that  region,  yet  a  prudent  forecast  points  out  the  necessity 
of  such  meaHUres  as  may  enable  us  to  maintain  our  rights.  The  arrange- 
ments made  for  prcsen'iug  our  neutral  relations  on  the  boundary  betw-een 
us  aud  Texas  and  keeping  in  check  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  will  be 
maintained  so  long  as  circumstances  may  require.  For  several  years 
angry  contentions  have  grown  out  of  the  disposition  directed  by  law  to 
be  made  of  the  mineral  lands  held  by  the  Government  in  several  of  the 
States.  The  Government  is  constituted  the  landlord,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  States  wherein  lie  the  lands  arc  its  tenants.  The  relation  is  an 
unwise  one,  and  it  would  be  mucli  more  cundadve  of  the  public  interest 
that  a  sale  of  the  lands  should  be  mudc  than  that  they  should  remain  iu 
their  present  condition.  The  supply  of  the  ore  would  be  more  abun- 
dautly  and  certainly  furnished  when  to  be  dra^vu  from  the  enterprise  and 
the  industry  of  the  proprietor  thou  under  the  present  system. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  the  improvements 
of  the  Westeni  waters  and  certain  prominent  harbors  on  the  I,akes  merit, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  .serious  attention.  The  great  import 
tance  of  these  subjects  to  the  prosperity  of  the  extensive  region  referred 
to  and  the  security  of  the  whole  countr>'  in  time  of  war  can  not  escape 
observation.  The  losses  of  life  and  property  which  annually  occtu*  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  alone  because  of  the  dangerous  obstnictions 
iu  the  river  make  a  loud  demand  upon  Congress  for  Che  adoption  of  effi< 
cient  measures  for  their  removal. 

The  report  of  the  Secretarj*  of  the  Navy  will  bring  you  acquainted  with 
that  important  branch  of  the  public  defenses.  Considering  the  already 
vast  and  daily  increasing  commerce  of  the  countrj',  apart  from  the 
exposure  to  hostile  inroad  of  an  extended  seaboard,  all  that  relates  to 
the  Navy  is  calculated  to  excite  particular  attention.  Whatever  lends 
to  add  to  its  efficiency  without  entailing  unnecessary  charges  upon  the 
Treasury  is  well  worthy  of  your  serious  consideration.  It  will  be  seen 
that  while  an  appropriation  exceeding  by  more  than  a  million  the  appro* 
priations  of  the  aiment  year  is  asked  by  the  Secretary,  yet  that  in  this 
sum  is  proposed  to  be  included  $400,000  for  the  purchase  of  clothing, 
which  when  once  expended  will  be  annually  reimbursed  by  the  .*ialc  of 
the  clothes,  and  will  thus  constitute  a  perpetual  fund  without  any  new 
appropriation  to  the  same  object.  To  this  may  also  be  added  $50,000 
asked  to  cover  the  arrearages  of  past  years  and  $250,000  in  order  to 
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maintain  a  competent  liquadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  all  of  which  when 
deducte*!  will  rcklut-c  the  cxiienditures  nearly  within  the  limits  of  those 
of  the  conent  year  While,  however,  the  expenditures  will  thus  remain 
very  nearly  the  same  as  of  the  antecedent  year,  it  is  proposed  to  add 
greatly  to  the  operations  of  the  marine,  and  in  licu  of  only  25  ships  in 
■fiommi&iion  and  bat  little  in  the  way  of  building,  to  keep  with  the  same 
expenditure  41  vcs!>cls  ailoat  and  to  build  1 2  ships  of  a  small  class. 

A  strict  system  of  accountability  is  established  and  great  pains  arc 
telcen  to  insure  industr>',  fidelity,  and  economy  in  every  department  of 
duty.  Kxperiments  have  been  instituted  to  test  the  quality  of  various 
materiaU,  particularly  copper,  iron,  and  coal,  so  as  to  prevent  fraud  and 
imposition. 

It  will  appear  by  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  that  the  great 
point  which  for  several  years  has  been  so  much  desired  has  during  the 
current  year  been  fully  accomplished.  The  expenditures  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  cmreut  service  have  been  brought  within  its  income  without 
lessening  its  general  usefulness.  There  has  been  au  iucrea^  of  revenue 
equal  to  $166,000  for  the  year  [843  over  that  of  1841,  without,  as  it  is 
believed,  any  addition  having  been  made  to  the  number  of  letters  and 
newspapers  transmitted  through  the  mails.  The  post-oflice  laws  have 
been  honestly  administered,  and  fidelity  has  been  observed  iu  accounting 
for  and  paying  over  by  the  subordinates  of  the  Department  the  moneys 
which  have  been  received.  For  the  details  of  the  senice  I  refer  yon  to 
the  report. 

I  flutter  myself  that  the  exhibition  thus  made  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  administration  will  .scn'c  to  convince  you  that  every  proper  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  interests  of  the  country  by  those  who  have  been 
called  to  the  heads  of  the  different  Departments.  The  reduction  in  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  Government  already  accomplished  furnishes 
a  sure  evidence  that  economy  in  the  application  of  the  public  moneys  is 
regarded  as  a  paramount  duty. 

At  peace  with  all  the  world,  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  sacredly 
maintained  and  his  rights  secured  under  political  institutions  deri\'ing 
all  their  authority  from  the  direct  sanction  of  the  people,  with  a  soil 
fertile  almost  beyond  example  and  a  country  blessed  with  every  diversity 
of  climate  and  production,  what  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  ad\*anee 
the  happiness  and  prosperitj-  of  such  a  people?  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances tills  inquiry  could  readily  be  answered.  The  best  that  prob* 
ably  could  be  done  for  a  people  inhabiting  such  a  countrj-  would  be  to 
fortify  their  peace  and  security  in  the  prosecution  of  their  various  pur- 
suits by  guarding  them  against  uivasion  from  without  and  violence  from 
within.  The  rest  for  the  greater  part  might  be  left  to  their  own  energy 
and  enterprise.  The  cliicf  embarrassments  which  at  the  moment  exhibit 
themselves  have  arisen  from  overaction,  and  the  most  difficult  task 
which  remains  to  be  accomplished  is  ibat  of  correcting  and  overcoming 
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lis  effects.  Between  the  years  i^^y  and  jSjS  additions  were' made  ra~ 
bank  capital  and  bauk  issues,  in  the  form  of  notes  designed  for  circn- 
latioit,  to  an  extent  cnormou^y  k^'^s^-  '^c  question  seemed  to  be  not 
how  the  l»cst  currency  could  be  prodded,  but  in  what  manner  the  great- 
est amount  of  bank  paper  could  be  ptit  in  circulation.  Thus  a  vast 
amount  of  ivhat  was  called  money — since  for  the  time  being  it  soswered 
the  purposes  of  money — was  thrown  upon  the  counlrj'.  an  overissue  which 
wa.s  altcndcd,  as  a  necessary  consetiucncc,  by  an  cxlravagant  increase  of 
the  prices  of  all  articles  of  property,  the  spread  of  a  apecnlative  mania 
all  over  the  country,  and  has  Bually  ended  in  a  general  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  States  and  indi\ndual5,  the  prostration  of  public  and  private 
credit,  a  depreciation  in  the  market  value  of  real  and  personal  estate, 
and  has  left  large  districts  of  country  almost  entirely  without  any  cir- 
culating medium.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  iSjo  the  whole  hank- 
note  circulation  within  the  United  States  amounted  to  but  $61,325,898, 
according  to  the  Treasury  statements,  and  that  an  addition  had  been 
made  thereto  of  the  enormous  sutn  of  $88,000,000  in  seven  years  (the 
circulation  on  the  ist  of  January,  1837,  being  utatcd  at  $149,185,890), 
aided  by  the  great  facilities  affordciLl  in  obtaining  loans  from  Kuropean 
capitalists,  who  were  seized  with  the  same  speculati^-e  mama  which  pre- 
'railed  in  tne  United  States,  and  t1ie  large  importations  of  funds  from 
abrrjad— the  result  of  stock  sales  and  loans — no  one  can  be  surprised  at 
the  apjarent  but  unsubstantial  state  of  prosperity  which  everywhere  pre- 
vailed over  the  land;  and  as  little  cause  of  surprise  should  be  felt  at  the 
present  prostration  of  everything  and  the  ruin  which  lias  befallen  so 
many  nf  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  sudden  withdrawal  from  circulation  of 
so  large  an  amount  of  hank  issues  since  1837 — exceeding,  as  is  beliei'ed. 
the  amount  added  to  the  paper  currency  for  a  similar  period  antecedent 
to  1837 — it  ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  such  extensi^'C 
shipwreck  should  have  been  made  of  prix'ate  fortunes  or  that  difficul- 
ties should  exist  in  meeting  their  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  debtor 
States;  apart  from  which,  if  there  be  taken  into  account  the  immense 
losses  sustained  in  the  dishonor  of  uumerous  banks,  it  is  less  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  insolvency  should  have  visited  many  of  our  fellow* 
citizens  than  that  so  many  should  have  escaped  the  blighting  influences 
of  the  times. 

In  the  solemn  conviction  of  these  truths  and  with  an  ardent  desire 
Co  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  country,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
cause  to  be  submitted  to  you  at  the  commenceraeut  of  your  last  session 
the  plan  of  an  exchequer,  the  whole  power  and  duty  of  maintaining 
which  in  purity  and  vigor  was  to  be  exercised  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people  and  the  States,  and  ihcrcfurc  virtually  by  the  people  them- 
selves. It  was  proposed  to  place  it  under  the  control  and  direction  of  a 
Ticasury  board  to  consist  of  three  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  see  that  the  law  of  its  creation  was  faithfully  exectited  and  that 
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PRSMORT,  TH£  PATRFmDER 

Diid«  the  suthority  of  the  United  States  Goverament,  John  Chsries 
FremoDt,  in  1841,  befan  the  explontion  of  an  overland  route  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  When  the  diacoTetr  of  cold  In  1849  precipitated  the  great  emigra- 
tion his  pathilnding  was  of  incalculable  ralue. 

The  picture  represents  him  scaling  Fremont's  Peak  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, the  highest  point  in  the  Wind  River  Range.    In  liis  Journal  he  says: 

"  I  sprang  upon  the  summit  and  ano&er  step  would  have  precipitated  me  into 
an  immense  snowfall  500  feet  below.  To  the  edge  of  this  field  was  «  sheer 
icy  precipice.  I  stood  on  ■  narrow  crest  about  3  feet  in  width.  We  unfurled 
the  national  flag  to  wave  in  the  breeze  where  never  flag  waved  before.  We 
had  climbed  the  loftiest  peak  of  the  Rocky  Uountaius  and  looked  down 
upon  the  snow  1,000  feet  below,  and,  standing  where  never  human  foot  had 
stood  before,  felt  the  exultation  of  first  explorers." 

Ftemonf  s  biography  occurs  in  the  Bii^raphic  Index,  under  the  heading 
"Fremont,  John  Charles,"  and  there  are  several  references  to  presidential 
remaAs  concerning  him.  He  laid  down  the  road  to  California  and  Oregon. 
Referencea  to  the  headings  "  California "  and  "  Oregon "  will  provide 
Interesting  reading,  both  in  the  Encyclopedic  articles  and  in  presidential  dis- 
cussions coacetnlng  those  sectionE. 
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tile  KTcat  etid  of  supplying  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  at  all  times  con- 
vertible into  guld  and  silver  should  be  attaine<].  The  board  thtis  coostt- 
liiled  was  (liven  as  miicli  prrnjanency  as  cnuW  be  imparted  to  it  without 
cndanKcriiiK  the  proi)cr  shari;  of  rcspnnMbility  wliich  should  attach  to  all 
public  agents.  In  order  to  insure  all  the  advantages  of  a.  ivell -matured 
experience,  tbc  commissioners  w-cre  to  bold  tbcir  ofEccs  for  the  respective 
periods  of  two.  four,  and  six  years,  thereby  sccuriujt  at  all  time*  in  the 
ntaoagement  of  the  exchequer  the  services  of  two  men  of  experience;  and 
to  place  them  In  a  condition  to  exercise  jjcrfect  iudependeiKC  of  niind 
ind  action  it  was  provided  that  their  removal  sliould  only  take  place  for 
actual  incapacity  or  infidelity  to  the  trust,  and  to  be  followed  by  the  Pies* 
ident  with  au  exposition  of  the  causes  of  such  remo\-al,  should  it  occur. 
U  was  proposed  to  establJsli  subordinate  boajds  in  each  of  the  States. 
tudcT  the  same  restrictiousaud  limitations  of  the  power  of  removal,  which, 
with  the  central  board,  should  receive,  safely  keep,  and  disburse  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  And  in  order  to  furnish  a  sound  paper  medium  of  excliange 
the  exchequer  should  retain  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government  a  .sum  not 
to  exceed  $5,000,000  in  specie,  to  he  set  a]>art  as  required  by  its  opera- 
tions, and  to  pay  the  public  creditor  at  his  own  option  cither  in  specie  or 
Treasury  notes  of  denominations  not  less  than  (5  nor  exceeding  $100, 
which  notes  should  be  redeemed  at  the  se\'eral  places  of  issue,  and  to  be 
receix^ble  at  all  times  and  everj-where  in  payment  of  Government  dues, 
with  a  restraint  upon  such  issue  of  bills  tliat  the  same  should  not  exceed 
the  maximum  of  $i5,otx).ooo.  In  order  to  guard  against  all  the  liaz- 
ards  incident  to  fluctuations  iu  trade,  the  Secrelar>'  of  the  Treasury*  waa 
invested  with  authority  to  issue  $5,000,000  of  Goveniment  stock,  should 
the  same  al  any  time  be  regarded  as  necessary  in  order  to  place  beyond 
hazard  the  prompt  redemption  of  the  bills  which  might  be  thrown  into 
circulation;  thus  in  fnct  making  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  of  exchequer 
bills  rest  sutxitan'ially  on  $10,000,000,  and  keeping  in  circulation  never 
more  than  one  and  one-half  dollars  for  every  dollar  in  specie.  When  to  this 
ft  is  added  that  the  bills  are  not  only  everywhere  receivable  in  Govern- 
ment dues,  but  that  the  Government  itself  would  be  bound  for  their  ulti- 
mate redemption,  no  rational  doubt  can  exist  that  the  paper  which  the 
exchev|uer  would  furnish  would  readily  enter  into  general  circulatioa 
and  be  maintained  at  all  times  at  or  above  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
thereby  realizing  the  great  want  of  ttie  age  and  fulfilltug  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  In  order  to  reimburse  the  Govenmienl  the  expenses  of  the 
plan,  it  was  proposed  to  invest  the  exchequer  with  the  limited  authority 
to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange  <  unless  prohibited  by  the  State  in  which  aa 
agency  might  be  situated)  having  only  thirty  days  tu  run  and  resting  on  a 
fair  and  bona  fide  basis.  The  legislative  will  on  this  poiut  might  be  so 
plainly  announced  as  to  avoid  all  pretext  for  partiality  or  favoritism. 
It  was  furthermore  proposed  to  invest  this  Treasury  agent  with  nutliority 
to  receive  on  deposit  to  a  limited  amount  the  specie  funds  of  individuals 
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and  to  grant  ccrtiGcates  Ihercfor  to  \k  redeemed  oii  presentation,  undM 
the  idea,  wliicli  It  believed  to  be  welt  founded,  that  such  certificates  would 
come  in  aid  of  the  exchequer  bills  in  supplying  a  safe  and  ample  paper 
circulation.  Or  if  in  place  of  the  contemplated  dealings  in  exchange  the 
exchequer  sliould  be  authorized  not  only  to  exchange  its  bills  for  actunl 
deposits  of  specie,  bnt,  for  specie  or  its  equivalent,  to  sell  drafts,  charging 
therefor  a  small  Imt  reasonable  pictniuni.  I  can  not  doubt  bnt  that  the 
benefits  of  the  law  would  be  speedily  manift^tcd  in  the  renval  of  the  credit, 
trade,  aod  business  of  the  whole  country.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  urge  its  adoption  upon  Congress  by  reference  to  the 
strongest  considerations  of  the  public  interests,  with  such  alterations  iu 
its  details  as  Congress  may  in  its  tvisdom  see  fit  to  make. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  proposed  alteration  and  amendment  of  the 
laws  establishing  the  Treasury  Department  has  encountered  various  objec- 
tions, and  that  among  others  it  has  been  proclaimed  a  Govemment  Ijank 
of  fearful  and.  dangerous  import.  It  is  proposed  to  confer  upon  it  no 
extraordinary  power.  It  purports  to  do  no  more  than  pay  the  debts  of 
the  Government  with  Ihe  redeemable  paper  of  the  Govenmient,  in  which 
respect  it  accomplishes  precisely  what  the  Treasury  does  daily  at  this  time 
in  issuing  to  the  public  creditors  the  Treasur>'  notes  which  under  law  it 
is  authorized  to  issue.  It  has  no  resemblance  to  an  ordinary  bank,  as 
it  funiislies  no  profits  to  private  stockholders  and  lends  no  capital  to 
indinduals.  If  it  be  objected  to  as  a  Government  bank  and  the  objec- 
tion be  available,  then  should  all  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  be 
repealed  and  the  capacity  of  the  Government  to  collect  what  is  due  to  it 
or  psy  what  it  owes  be  abrogated. 

This  is  the  chief  purpose  of  the  proposed  exclieqner,  and  surely  If  in 
the  acconiplisliuieal  of  a  purpose  so  es-scntial  it  affords  a  sound  circulat- 
ing medium  to  the  country  and  facilities  to  trade  it  should  be  regarded 
as  no  .slight  recommendation  of  it  to  public  consideration.  Properly 
guarded  by  the  provisions  of  law,  it  can  run  into  no  dangerous  evil,  nor 
can  any  abnse  arise  under  it  but  such  as  the  Legislature  itself  will  be 
answerable  for  if  it  be  tolerated,  since  it  is  but  the  creature  of  the  law 
and  is  su.sceptible  at  all  times  of  modi6cation,  amendment,  or  repeal  at 
the  plea.<iure  of  Congress.  I  know  that  it  has  been  objected  that  the 
system  would  be  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  Legislattu-e.  by  whom  alone 
it  could  be  abused,  in  the  party  conflicts  of  the  day;  that  such  abuse 
would  manifest  itself  in  a  change  of  the  law  which  would  authorize  an 
excessive  issue  of  paper  for  the  purpose  of  inflating  prices  and  winning 
popular  favor.  To  that  it  maybe  answered  that  the  ascription  of  such 
a  motive  to  Congress  is  altogether  gratuitous  and  inadmissible.  The 
theory  of  our  institutions  \vouId  lead  us  to  a  different  conci  usion.  Bnt  a 
perfect  security  against  a  proceeding  so  reckless  would  be  found  to  exist 
in  the  very  nature  of  things.  The  political  party  whidi  should  be  so  blind 
to  the  true  interests  of  the  country  u  to  xesort  to  sttch  au  expedient 
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would  inevitably  meet  with  final  wcrthrow  in  the  fact  that  the  moment 
the  paper  ceased  to  be  coavcnible  into  specie  or  otherwise  promptly 
redeemed  it  would  become  worthless,  and  would  in  the  end  dishonor  the 
Government,  involve  the  people  iu  niiu  and  such  political  party  in  hope- 
less disgrace.  At  the  same  time,  such  a  view  involves  the  utter  inipo&* 
ability  of  famishing  any  currcno*  other  than  that  of  the  precious  metals; 
for  if  the  Government  itself  can  not  forego  the  temptation  of  excessive 
paper  issues  what  reliance  can  be  placed  in  corporations  upon  whom  the 
temptations  of  individual  agj^randizement  would  most  strongly  operate? 
The  people  would  have  to  blame  none  but  themseh-es  for  any  injury 
that  might  arise  from  a.  course  so  reckless,  siucc  their  agents  would  be 
the  wrongdoers  and  they  the  passive  spectators. 

There  can  be  but  three  kinds  of  public  currenc>' — first,  gold  and 
^Iver;  second,  the  paper  of  State  institutions;  or,  third,  a  repreaeutative 
of  the  precious  metals  proN-idcd  by  the  General  Government  or  under  its 
authority.  The  jiuljlreasur>'  system  rejected  the  last  in  any  form,  and 
as  it  was  believed  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  issues  of  local 
institutions  for  the  purposes  of  gieoera!  circulation  it  necessarily  and  una- 
voidably adopted  specie  as  the  exclusive  cunency  for  its  own  use;  and 
this  must  ever  be  the  case  unless  one  of  the  other  kinds  be  used.  The 
choice  in  the  present  state  of  public  seutimeut  lies  between  an  exclusive 
specie  currency  on  the  one  hand  and  Government  issues  of  some  kind  on 
the  other.  That  these  issues  can  not  be  made  by  a  chartered  institu- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  conclusively  settled.  They  must  be  made,  then, 
directly  by  Government  agents,  For  several  years  past  they  have  been 
thus  made  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  and  have  answered  a  valuable 
pnrpose.  Their  usefulness  has  been  limited  by  their  being  transient  and 
temporary;  their  ceasing  to  bear  interest  at  given  periods  necessarily 
causes  their  speedy  return  and  thus  restricts  their  range  of  circulation, 
and  being  used  only  in  the  disbursements  of  Government  tliey  can  not 
reach  those  points  where  tliey  are  most  required.  By  rendering  their 
use  pennanent,  to  the  moderate  extent  already  mentioued,  by  oflering 
no  inducement  for  their  return  and  by  exchanging  them  for  coin  and 
other  values,  they  will  constitute  to  a  certain  extent  the  general  cur- 
rency so  ranch  needed  to  maintain  the  internal  trade  of  the  country. 
And  this  is  the  exchequer  plan  so  far  as  it  may  operate  in  furnishing  a 
currency. 

I  can  not  forego  the  occasion  to  urge  its  importance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Government  in  a  financial  point  of  view.  The  great  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  every  proper  and  becoming  expedient  in  order  to  place  the  Trcas- 
ur>-  on  a  footing  of  the  highest  respectability  is  entirely  ob\-ious.  The 
credit  o£  the  Oovcraracnt  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  soul  of  the  Go\'- 
cmment  itself — a  principle  of  ^-itality  without  which  all  ib;  movements 
are  languid  and  all  its  operations  embarrassed.  In  thisspirit  the  Exec- 
utive felt  itself  bound  by  the  most  imperative  sense  of  duty  to  submit 
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to  Congress  at  its  last  sesaon  the  propriety  of  maldtig  a  specific  pledge 
of  the  land  fund  as  the  basis  for  the  □egotiation  of  the  loans  authorized 
to  be  contracted.  I  then  thought  that  such  an  application  of  the  public 
domain  would  without  doubt  have  placed  at  the  command  of  the  Govern- 
ment ample  funds  to  relieve  the  Treasury  from  the  temporary  embarrass- 
ments uuder  which  it  labored.  American  credit  hns  suffered  a  considerable 
shock  in  Europe  from  the  large  indebtedness  of  the  States  and  the  tempo- 
rary  inability  of  some  of  them  to  meet  the  interest  on  their  debts.  The 
titt»?r  and  disastrous  prostration  of  the  Vnited  Statet  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  contributed  largely  to  increase  the  sentiment  of  distrust  by 
reason  of  the  Inss  and  ruin  sustained  by  the  holders  of  its  stock,  a  large 
portion  of  whom  \vere  foreigners  an<l  many  of  whom  were  alike  ignorant 
of  our  political  organization  and  of  our  actuaJ  responsibilities. 

It  was  the  anxious  desire  of  tlic  Executive  that  in  the  effort  to  uego* 
liate  the  loan  abroad  the  American  negotiator  might  be  able  to  point  the 
money  lender  to  the  fund  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  any  loan  be  might  contract,  and  thereby  vindicate  the 
GoxTTnment  from  all  siispidon  of  bad  faith  or  inability  to  meet  its 
engagements.  Congress  differed  from  the  Executive  iu  this  view  of  the 
subject.  It  became,  nevertheless,  the  duty  of  tlie  Executive  to  resort 
to  ever>'  expedient  in  its  power  to  do  ao. 

After  a  failure  in  the  American  market  a  citizen  of  high  character  and 
talent  was  sent  to  Europe,  with  no  better  success;  and  thus  the  mortify- 
ing spectacle  has  bec-u  presented  of  the  inability  of  this  Government  to 
obtain  a  loan  so  small  a.s  not  in  the  whole  to  amount  to  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  its  ordinary'  annual  income,  at  a  time  whea  the  Governments  of 
Europe,  although  im-olved  iu  debt  and  with  their  subjects  heavily  bur- 
thencd  with  taxation,  readily  obtained  loans  of  any  amount  at  a  greatly 
reduced  rate  of  interest.  It  would  be  unprofitable  to  look  further  into 
thb  anomalous  state  of  things,  but  I  can  not  conclude  without  adding 
that  for  a  Government  which  ha*  paid  off  its  debts  of  two  wars  with  the 
largest  maritime  power  of  Europe,  and  now  owing  a  debt  which  is  almost 
next  to  nothing  when  compared  with  its  boundless  resources — a  Govern- 
ment the  strongest  in  the  world,  because  emanating  from  the  popular  will 
and  firmly  rooted  in  the  affections  of  a  great  and  free  people,  and  whose 
fidelity  to  its  engagements  has  ne\'er  beeu  questioned — for  such  a  Gov- 
ernment to  have  tendered  to  the  capitalists  of  other  countries  ao  oppor- 
tunity for  a  small  iavestmcnl  in  its  stock,  and  yet  to  have  failed,  implies 
eitlicr  the  most  imfounded  distrust  in  its  good  faith  or  a  piu-pose  to  obtain 
vbtch  the  course  pursued  is  the  most  fatal  which  could  liave  liccn  adopted. 
It  has  now  become  obvious  to  all  men  that  the  Government  must  look  to 
its  own  means  for  supplying  iLs  wants,  and  it  is  consoling  to  know  that 
these  means  are  altogether  adequate  for  the  object.  The  exchequer, 
if  adopted,  will  greatly  aid  in  brining  about  this  result.  Upon  what 
I  regard  as  a  well-fotmded  supposition  that  its  bills  would  be  readily 
sought  for  by  the  public  creditors  and  that  the  issue  would  in  a  short 
time  reach  the  maximum  of  $15,000,000,  it  is  obvious  that  $10,000,000 
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would  thereby  be  added  to  the  available  meaos  of  the  Treasury  withoot 
cost  or  charge.  Nor  can  I  fail  to  urge  the  great  aud  beneficial  effects 
which  would  be  produced  in  aid  of  all  the  active  pursuits  of  life.  Its 
effects  upon  the  solvent  State  banks,  while  it  would  force  into  liquida- 
tion those  of  an  opposite  character  through  its  weekly  settlements,  would 
be  highly  beneficial:  and  with  the  advaniagcs  of  a  sound  currency  the 
restoration  of  confidence  and  credit  would  follow  with  a  numerous  train 
of  blessings.  My  convictions  are  most  strong  that  these  benefits  would 
flow  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure;  but  if  the  result  :$hould  be  ad\'erse 
there  v.  this  security  in  connection  with  it — that  the  law  creating  it  may 
be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  without  the  slightest  itnpli 
CAtioo  of  its  good  faith. 

I  Tccomnicnd  to  Congress  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  o 
reimbursing  a  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  and  defense  of  that  city,  and  paid  by  him.  Without 
desiguiug  any  reflection  on  the  judicial  tribunal  which  imposed  the  fine, 
the  remission  at  this  day  may  be  regarded  as  not  unjust  or  inexpedient 
The  voice  of  the  dnl  authority  was  beard  amidst  the  glitter  of  arms  and 
obeyed  by  those  who  held  the  sword,  thereby  giving  additional  luster  to 
a  memorable  military  achievement.  If  the  Liw.-;  were  offended,  theii 
majesty  was  fully  vindicated:  and  although  the  penalty  incurred  aud  paid 
is  worthy  of  little  regard  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  it  would  l)egralifyingtc  the  war-worn  veteran,  now  in  retire- 
meet  aod  in  the  wiuter  of  his  days,  to  be  relie\'ed  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  that  judgment  placed  him.  There  arc  cases  in  which  pub* 
lie  functionaries  may  be  called  on  to  weigh  the  public  interest  against 
their  own  personal  hazards,  and  if  the  ci\-il  law  be  violated  from  praise- 
worthy motives  or  an  ovcrraliag  sense  of  public  danger  and  public  neces- 
sity puui^iluncnt  may  well  be  restrained  within  that  UmJt  which  a&scits 
and  maintains  the  authority  of  the  law  and  the  subjection  of  the  militJtry 
to  the  civil  power.  The  defense  of  New  Orleans,  while  it  saved  a  city 
from  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  placed  the  name  of  General  Jackson  among 
those  of  the  greatest  captains  of  tlie  ^e  and  illustrated  one  of  the 
brightest  pagesof  our  history.  Now  that  the  causes  of  excitement  exist- 
ing at  the  time  have  ceased  to  operate,  it  is  belie\'ed  that  the  n:mi»»ioD 
of  this  fine  and  whatever  of  gratification  that  remission  might  cause  the 
eminent  man  who  incurred  and  paid  it  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  general  feeling  and  wishes  of  the  American  people. 

I  have  thus,  fellow -dtizcns,  acquitted  myself  of  my  duty  under  the  Con- 
stitution by  laying  before  you  as  succinctly  as  I  ha\'c  been  able  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  by  inviting  your  attention  to  measures  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  country.  The  executive  \k\\\  most  zealouslj'  uuile  its  efforts 
with  those  of  the  legislative  department  in  the  accomplishment  of  all  that 
is  required  to  relieve  the  wants  of  a  common  constituency  or  elevate  the 
destinies  of  a  beloved  country.  TQHN  TYLER 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGESu 

Washington  Citv,  Dectmbtr  jj.  iSf2. 
Ttf  Ihf  SfTta/e  of  the  Vnitea' Statts: 
I  hereby  coiumuuicale  to  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary-  of  th« 


Navy,  with  acconipauyiug  document;*.* 


JOHN  T^XER. 


[The  same  message  was  scut  to  the  House  of  Kcprescntatives.} 

WasbingTON,  December  14,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  recently  eonctuded  with  the  Chip- 
pewa Indians  of  the  Mississippi  and  hake  Superior,  with  communicaliom 
from  the  War  Department  in  relation  thereto,  and  ask  the  advice  nn^ 
consent  of  the  Senate  tg  the  cadGcation  of  the  said  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  December  14,  1S42. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Unifed  States.- 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  recently  concluded  with  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians,  with  communications  from  the  War  Department  in  relation 
thereto,  and  ask  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  ratification 
of  the  .said  treaty.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washutoton,  December  jj,  1842. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  izd  instant,  requesting  me  "to 
infonn  the  Senate  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  'the  informal  communica- 
tions' which  took  place  between  the  American  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  British  special  minister  during  the  late  negotiations  in  Washington 
City  upon  the  suhjcct  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,"  and  also  to 
inform  the  Scuate  what  were  the  reasons  which  prevented  "any  agree* 
ment  upon  the  auhject  at  present"  and  which  made  it  "inexpedient  to 
include  thai  subject  among  the  subjects  of  formal  negotiation/' 

In  my  message  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
«on,  in  adverting  to  the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  nortl)  latitude,  a  part  of  which 

'Com mimical! no  fioin  Commodote  Ch^tlu  W.  Mortaa,  commaiidiDK  Ifac  failed  Statia  okva] 
forca  in  tli<  MrJilcmucaii,  relaliv«  tothcadioitiiicalof  diffoenccs  *iUi  Uoramo :  tnnstaUoa  of 
k  lettct  from  tb«  Brnpcrai  ai  lloraeeo,  ttc 
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Is  claimed  by  Great  Britata,  I  remarked  thai  "In  advance  of  the  acquire- 
ment of  individual  rights  to  these  lands  sound  polic>'  dictates  that  every 
effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the  two  Governments  to  settle  their 
respective  claims,"  and  also  stated  tliat  I  should  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britain  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement.  MeasureK  have 
been  ahxady  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  thns  expressed,  and 
under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  deem  it  consistent  with  the  public 
int«re:tt  to  make  any  cummonicatioo  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WashisgTok.  December  23,  1842. 
To  the  Senale  of  the  United  Slates: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  zad 

"'*^'-  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washimcton,  December  g^,  1842, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

1  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  t  from  the  Sccretarj-  of 
State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
27th  instant.  jqjjj^  TYLER. 

Washijioton.  December  je,  184a. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  December,  I  trans- 
mit herewith  the  .iccompanying  letter  1  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai.'y 
and  the  statement  thereto  appended  from  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  aud 
ConstntcUoD.  ^^^^  ryhUR, 


Washtncton,  December  jo,  i8f2. 
To  the  Senale  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Staleu 

I  communicate  herewith  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  recently  taken  place  between  certain  agents  of  the  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands  aud  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  condition  of  those  islands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest,  which 

■}illllii|;  tllU  the  rpr^Uil  inliiltlcr  [rom  Gr«at  Uritaia  la  Ihc  I'nitcd  KtMn  ninde  do  jiioporilioii, 
iDfonnal  ar  oltifralw,  to  Ihe  nrsvlUtoron  lh«  pari  ot  Ibe  United  Slatca  for  llie  BMnimrliOB  or 
(uanulyol  lh«  SluCcddM*  by  llie  Covet  n  mem  ofllic  Untied  ftUCn  lo  the  h'VlilcTt  of  mM  delilB. 

f  TnaamlltlDg  «>Fre*i>i>nr]<oce  Wtwceii  the  I'nilecl  Slat**  niDlalrr  ■!  Lflsiloo  oixl  tha  Brillth 
Oov«*nniFn1  in  nialloo  to  MTlaio  ilnvr*  lakrii  from  (he  wiccic  of  the  Khooncr  Hrrmvia  and  lib- 
(nitd  by  the  niilhotllifa  ax  Naunu.  Xcw  rtovldcocF. 

t  RcUtins  lo  tlie  Htrensth  anil  pigiiMiu:  ol  luiinlaliilng  Ihe  Alhcan  SQuadnMi  under  lh«  law 
Bilt4*tL  treaty,  tbe  numbef  of  irmia  It  la  riiicdcd  to  have  adoat  In  Ibc  United  Slatea  Navy  daitnc 
itAi,  and  th«  ettii&ated  cipeste  o(  the  naval  rctaltliilimeni  for  ilu. 
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is  incrcasiiig  by  c\'er>'  successive  proof  that  their  inhabitants  arc  making 
progress  in  dvtUzatiou  and  becoming  more  and  more  competent  to  main- 
tain regular  and  orderly  civil  government.  They  lie  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
much  nearer  to  this  continent  than  the  other,  and  have  become  an  impor* 
taat  place  for  the  refitment  and  provisioning  of  American  and  European 
vessels. 

On-ing  to  their  locaUty  and  to  the  course  of  the  winds  which  prevail  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world ,  the  Sandwich  Islands  arc  the  stopping  place  for 
almost  all  vessels  passing  from  continent  tu  coiiliucut  across  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  They  are  espedally  resorted  to  by  the  great  number  of  vessels 
of  the  United  States  which  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery  in  those 
seas.  The  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts  and  the  amount  of  property 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  which  are  found  iu  those  islands 
in  the  course  of  the  year  arc  staled  probably  >vith  sufficient  accuracy  in 
the  letter  of  the  agents. 

Just  emerging  from  a  state  of  barbarism,  the  Government  of  the  islands 
is  as  yet  feeble,  but  its  dispositions  appear  to  be  just  and  pacific,  and  it 
seems  anxious  to  improve  the  condition  of  its  people  by  the  introduction 
of  knowledge,  of  religious  and  moral  institutions,  means  of  education,  and 
the  arts  of  civilized  hfc. 

It  can  not  but  be  in  conformity  unth  the  interest  and  wishes  of  the 
Oovemmcut  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  this  community, 
thus  existing  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  expanse  of  ocean .  should  be  respected 
and  all  its  rights  strictly  and  couscientiously  regarded;  and  this  must 
also  be  the  true  interest  of  all  other  commercial  states.  Far  remote  from 
the  dominions  of  European  powers,  its  growth  and  prosperity  as  an  inde- 
pendent state  may  yet  be  in  a  high  degree  useful  to  all  whose  trade 
is  extended  to  those  regions;  while  its  near  approach  to  this  conthient 
and  the  intercourse  which  .\mericau  vessels  have  with  it,  such  vessels 
constituting  fi\-c-sixths  of  all  which  annually  \'iait  it,  could  not  but  create 
dissatisfaction  uu  the  purt  of  the  United  States  at  any  attempt  by  another 
power,  should  such  attempt  be  threatened  or  feared,  to  take  possession  of 
the  islands.  coIouum;  them,  and  subvert  the  iiati\'e  Government.  Consid- 
ering, therefore,  tliat  the  United  States  possesses  so  large  a  share  of  the 
intercourse  with  those  islands,  it  is  deemed  not  unfit  to  make  the  declara- 
tion that  their  Ciovcmment  seeks,  ne\'crthclcss,  no  [jecnUar  advantages, 
no  exclusive  control  over  the  Hawaiian  OovcyTimcnt,  but  is  content  with 
its  independent  existence  and  anxiously  wishes  for  its  security  and  pros- 
perity. Its  forbearance  in  this  respect  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
very  large  intercourse  of  their  citizens  with  the  islauds  would  justify 
this  Government,  should  events  hereafter  arise  to  require  it,  in  making 
a  decided  remonstrance  against  the  adoption  of  an  oppoate  policy  by  any 
other  power.  Under  the  circmnstances  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  a  moderate  allowance  to  he  made  out  of  the  Treasury  to  the  con- 
sul residing  there,  that  iu  a  Covcrument  vo  new  and  a  countr>'  so  remote 
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Americau  citizeus  may  tiave  respectable  aulhotity  to  wbich  to  apply  for 
redress  in  case  o£  injury  to  tlieir  persons  and  property,  and  to  whom  the 
Government  of  the  country  may  also  malce  known  any  acts  committed 
by  American  citizens  of  which  it  may  think  it  has  n  right  to  complain. 

Event*  of  considerable  importance  have  recently  tranKpired  in  China. 
The  military  operations  carried  on  against  that  Empire  by  the  English 
Go\-cramcnt  have  been  terminated  by  a  treaty,  according  to  the  terms  of 
which  four  important  ports  hitherto  shut  asaiost  foreign  commerce  axf. 
to  be  open  to  British  merchants,  viz,  Amoy.  Foo-Choo-Foo,  Ningpo.  and 
Chinghai.  It  can  not  but  be  interesting  to  the  mercantile  interest  of  the 
United  States,  whose  intercourse  with  Chin.!  at  the  single  port  of  Canton 
has  already  become  so  considerable,  to  ascertain  whether  these  other 
ports  now  open  to  British  commerce  are  to  remain  shut,  nevertheless, 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  between  the 
Chinese  Government  and  the  British  commissioner  provides  neither  for 
the  admission  nor  the  exclusion  of  the  ships  of  other  nations.  It  would 
seem,  therefore,  that  it  remains  with  every  other  nation  having  comuier- 
dal  intercourse  with  China  to  seek  to  make  proper  arrangements  for 
itself  with  the  Government  of  that  Empire  in  tins  respect. 

The  importations  into  the  United  States  from  China  are  known  to  be 
large,  having  amounted  in  some  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed 
tables,  to  59,000,000.  The  exports,  too,  from  the  United  States  to  China 
constitute  an  inter&i^ing  and  growing  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  cotin- 
lr>'.  It  appears  that  in  the  year  1841,  in  the  direct  trade  between  the 
two  countries,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $715,000  in  domestic  produce  and  $485,000  in  foreign  merchandise. 
But  the  whole  amount  of  Ameriain  produce  which  finally  reaches  China 
and  is  there  consumed  is  not  comprised  in  these  tables,  which  show  only 
the  direct  trade.  Many  vessels  with  American  products  on  board  sail 
with  a  primary  destination  to  other  countries,  but  ultimately  dispose  of 
more  or  less  of  their  cargoes  in  the  port  of  Canton. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  Chinese  character 
arc  well  known,  .^n  Empire  supposed  to  contain  300,000,000  wibjccts. 
fertile  in  various  rich  products  of  the  earth,  not  without  the  knowledge 
of  letters  and  of  many  arts,  and  with  large  and  expensive  accommoda- 
tions for  internal  intercourse  and  traffic,  has  for  ages  sought  to  exclude 
the  visits  of  strangers  and  foreigners  from  its  dominions,  and  has  assumed 
for  itself  a  superiority  over  all  other  nations.  Events  appear  tilcety  to 
break  dox^'n  and  soften  this  spirit  of  uouintercourse  and  to  bring  China 
ere  long  into  the  relations  which  usually  subsist  between  civilized  states. 
She  has  agreed  in  the  treaty  with  England  that  correspondence  between 
the  agents  of  the  two  GOT-emments  shall  be  on  equal  terms — a  concession 
which  it  is  hardly  probable  will  hereafter  be  withheld  from  other  nations. 

It  is  true  that  the  cheapness  of  labor  among  the  Chinese,  their  ingenuit>* 
in  its  application,  and  the  fixed  character  of  their  habits  and  pursuhfi 
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may  discourage  the  hope  of  the  openiug-  of  any  great  and  sudden  demand 
for  the  fabrics  of  other  countries.  But  experience  proves  tliat  the 
productions  of  western  nations  find  a  market  to  some  exteat  among 
the  Chinese;  that  that  market,  so  far  as  respects  the  productions  of  the 
United  States,  although  it  has  considerahly  varied  in  successive  sea- 
sons, has  on  the  whole  more  tliao  doubletl  within  the  last  ten  years;  and 
it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  opening  of  several  new  and  important 
ports  connected  with  parts  of  the  Empire  heretofore  seldom  visited  by 
Baropeans  or  Americans  would  exercise  a  favorable  iuiluence  upon  the 
demand  for  such  productions. 

It  is  not  understood  that  the  immediate  establishment  of  correspondent 
embassies  and  missions  or  tlie  penuaucul  residence  of  diplomatic  fuuc- 
tionaries  with  full  powers  of  each  countrj*  at  the  Court  of  tlie  other  is 
contemplated  between  England  and  China,  although,  as  has  Ijeen  already 
observed,  it  has  been  stipulated  that  intercourse  beUveen  the  two  coun- 
tries shall  hereafter  be  on.  equal  terms.  An  ambassador  or  envoy  cxtraor- 
dinar)'  and  minister  plcnipotcntiar>'  can  only  be  accredited,  accordinji:  to 
the  usages  of  western  nations,  to  the  head  or  soverciffu  of  the  stale,  and 
it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  Court  of  Pekin  is  yet  prepared  to  con* 
form  to  these  usages  so  far  as  to  receive  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
reside  near  it. 

Being  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States  connected  with  China  require  at  the  present  moment  a  degree  of 
attention  and  vigilance  such  as  there  is  r.o  agent  of  this  Government  on 
the  spot  to  bestow,  I  iccommend  to  Congress  to  make  appropriation  for 
the  eompcasatioo  of  a  commissioner  to  reside  in  China  to  exercise  a  watch- 
ful care  over  the  concerns  of  American  citizens  and  for  the  protection  of 
their  persons  and  property,  empowered  lo  hold  intercourse  with  ibe  local 
authorities,  and  t^eady,  under  instnictions  from  his  Government,  should 
such  instructions  become  necessary  and  proper  hereafter,  to  address  him- 
self to  the  high  functionaries  of  the  Empire,  or  through  them  to  the 
Emperor  himself. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  Congress  that  in  order  to  secure 
the  important  object  of  any  sucli  measure  a  citizen  of  much  intelligence 
and  weight  of  character  should  be  employed  on  such  agencj',  and  that  to 
secure  the  services  of  such  an  individual  a  compensation  should  be  made 
corresponding  with  the  maguiludc  aud  importance  of  the  mission. 

JOHN  TYI^ER. 


Washington,  December  31  ^  1842. 
Tc  the  House  cf  Represnttaitves.- 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  iztb  of  February,  1841, 
Tequesting  me  to  communicate  to  tbe  House  of  Reptesentativet;  the  docu- 
ments and  other  in  formation  in  the  possession  of  the  I^jcecutive  regarding 
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dairas  of  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes  on  the  Govemment  of  Ha)M:i,  I 
now  trausmit  a  letter  from  the  Sccrctao'  of  State  and  the  accompanying 

"^^^""^  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington, /owiftiry  g,  iSfS- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

1  have  received  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  of  December,  in 
the  fuUowing  terms: 

Rfiotvid,  Tbat  ibe  Pre^idest  be  requeMe<l  to  inform  the  Seiut*,  ifftHBpaatiihwith 
the  public  intercut,  whether  the  quintuple  treaty  for  tlie  9tippieMtoa  tA  tbe  abive 
tnidc  h»s  bcrn  rflmmutiiwited  to  the  Covemnrnl  of  tlip  United  States  in  any  form 
wbntevcr,  awd,  if  ao,  by  whom,  for  what  poipvM:,  anil  what  nnswcr  inny  have  been 
returned  to  such  communication.  AJso  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  infor- 
aislioii  which  mny  have  been  received  by  the  Government  oF  the  United  Stales 
going  to  9I1UW  tluit  tlic  "courxf  w-kuh  this  Oaitramcnt  might  lake  it  rrtiiltoa  to 
said  Irfaty  Mas  fxrited  nasntaU  dfgree  of atlentioH  and  discission  in  Etir&pe."  Alto 
to  iiifonu  the  Senate  howior  th«  ^'  wa»-m animadversions"  anj  the  "great polHical 
txtitemtnt "  which  this  treaty  has  caused  In  Euiojw  have  any  apidicatiuii  or  refer- 
eiKt)  to  the  Uniletl  Stntcs.  Aim  to  inform  tlie  Senntc  whnt  duigcr  there  woa  that 
'■  Ue  iawJ  and  the  fftiigaiiaits"  of  the  Unltwl  Stitten  in  rclntion  to  the  siipi^ncssion 
of  the  slave  trade  would  be  "executed  by  others."  if  we  did  not  >'  remove  iAe  firC' 
text  and  motive  for  viotaJtng  our  /lag  and  exgeuJing  cur  lau's"  by  enterini;  into 
llie  stipulations  for  the  African  squadmn  and  the  riMnonstnuiiig  cmbiuiiics  which 
nrc  contained  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of  Uie  Inte  BritiKli  trcAly.  Also  that 
the  Treaideut  be  requested  toconununicaleto  tlic  Senate  all  the  correspondence  with 
wa  tiiinisters  ntinxid  relating  tn  tlii'  foregoing  points  of  inquiry,  Alwi  that  the 
President  be  requertcd  tw  commiinicute  to  l!ic  Seuutc  nil  such  inforrndtinn  upon 
the  negotiation  of  the  African  squnilroii  articles  as  will  show  the  origin  of  »uch  arti- 
cles and  the  history  and  p^rogresa  of  their  formation. 

I  informed  the  Senate,  in  the  inessa};:e  transmitting  the  treaty  ^vith 
England  of  the  qtli  of  August  last,  that  no  application  or  request  had 
been  made  to  this  Gm-ernraent  to  become  a  party  to  the  quintuple  treaty. 
Agents  of  the  Government  abroad,  regarding  the  signature  of  that  treaty 
as  a  ix>litical  occurrence  of  some  importance,  obtained,  unofficially,  copies 
of  it.  and  transmitted  those  ct>pies  to  the  Departuieul  of  State,  as  other 
intelligence  is  comniuoicated  for  tlie  informaliun  of  the  Government. 
The  treaty  has  not  been  communicated  to  the  Go\'emnicnt  of  the  United 
States  from  any  other  qiiartcs',  in  any  other  manner,  or  for  any  other 
ptirpose. 

The  next  request  expressed  in  the  resolution  is  in  these  words: 

Also  to  communicate  to  the  Setintc  all  Llic  infarniation  which  may  have  been 
received  1>y  the  Got'cmiuent  of  the  United  State*  K^ing  to  show  that  the  "conrse 
which  tliis  tiovemment  might  take  in  relation  to  said  treaty  has  excited  no  small 
degree  of  attention  and  diacuasion  in  Buropc."  Also  to  infonn  the  Senate  bow  far 
the  "wann  animadversions"  and  the  "srreat  political  excitemenl "  which  Hits  treaty 
has  caused  in  Uurope  have  any  application  or  reference  to  the  United  State*. 
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The  words  quoted  in  tliis  part  of  the  resolution  appear  to  be  takeo 
from  my  message  above  mentioned.     In  Ibat  conmiuoicatlou  I  said; 

No  application  or  recjuert  liaa  been  m«(!e  lu  ibi-tGoveniuieut  to  become  a  party  to 
this  trcAty,  but  llic  course  it  might  take  in  rvgntxl  to  it  hiu  excited  no  soiflll  degree 
of  attention  anil  lUnruuion  In  Humpe,  (lh  tlie  j)nnci|ile  upon  xhich  il  U  founded 
and  ilie  stipuUtions  which  it  contAina  have  cansed  vann  snimadvcrdons  and  great 
political  cscitement. 

In  tuy  meuage  at  Ibe  commeucemeal  of  the  preacat  session  of  Congress  t  cttdear^ 
OTcd  to  Ftale  Ihc  principicK  which  thin  Government  supporta  respe*'ting  the  right  of 
March  and  the  tiiiuiuiiily  of  Ha]^  EJcsiioiu  of  maintaining  tLo»c  principles  fully, 
at  Iherame  time  that  existing  obligations  RhouM  be  fulfUlerl,  I  havellioughl  it  most 
eonAistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country  that  it  should  execnle  its  own 
laws  and  perform  lis  own  oblig&lioas  by  its  own  means  and  its  own  power.  The 
examination  ur  viRilaLion  of  the  raercliant  veiweU  of  one  nation  by  the  cniUera 
of  anotlier  for  any  purpo»e!t  except  those  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  law  of 
nations,  under  whatever  restraints  or  rcgnl^itions  it  may  take  place,  may  lead  to 
dangerous  result*.  It  is  far  better  by  other  means  to  supcntede  any  supposed  neces- 
sity or  any  motive  for  such  examination  or  visit.  Interference  with  a  merchant 
veNsel  by  an  armed  cruiaer  \*  alw^iyii  a  delicate  |ni3ceeding,  apt  to  tuuCh  the  point  of 
national  honor  aa  well  as  to  affect  the  interests  of  individuals.  It  h&a  been  tiiOttgbt, 
thcn^orc,  cxpcdieot.  not  only  in  accordance  with  the  Btipulntiotis  of  the  treaty  ofj 
Ghent,  bnt  ai  the  tame  time  as  removing  all  pretext  on  the  pan  of  others  for  vtolat 
ing  the  immunities  of  the  American  Hag  upon  tbc  acas  as  Ibcy  cxiat  and  axe  ddlocd ' 
by  the  law  of  natigns,  to  enter  into  the  artielen  now  submitleil  to  the  Senate. 

The  treaty  vhich  I  now  submit  to  you  propoaea  no  (Jter&tion,  mitigation,  or  modi- 
ficatioa  of  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations.  It  provides aimply  that  each  of  the  two 
Covemmentji  shall  mainlain  on  the  coast  of  Africa  a  sufficient  Mjuadron  to  enfOTM, 
separately  and  respectively,  the  laws,  rights,  and  obUgatlooi  of  the  two  countricB 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

These  opinious  were  expressed  by  me  oSdally  upon  the  occasion  of 
making  to  the  Seoate  a  communication  of  verj'  great  importance.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  the  accuracy  of  this  general  statement  can  be  doubted 
by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  debates  of  public  bodi<!S  in  Europe, 
the  productions  of  the  press,  and  the  other  modes  by  which  public  opin< 
ion  is  manifested  in  an  enlightened  age.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
excited  attention  to  public  Bud  national  transactions  or  general  political 
dl^ttssions  in  Europe  on  subjects  open  to  all  the  world  are  known  only 
in  consequence  of  private  information  communicated  to  the  Government, 
and  feeling  a  strong  persuasion  that  it  would  be  improper  in  the  Execu- 
tive to  go  into  any  discussion  or  argument  upon  such  a  subject  with  the 
Senate,  I  bave  no  further  remarks  to  make  upon  this  part  of  the  inquiry. 

The  third  inquiry  ia: 

\llial  dnnger  there  wna  that  "  the  laws  and  the  obligations  "  of  the  United  5tat4 
in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  would  be  "executed  by  others"  il 
wr  do  not  "  remove  the  pretext  and  motive  for  violating  onr  ilag  and  executing  oor 

InwJu" 

I  have  already  quoted  from  the  message  the  entire  paragraph  to  a 
part  of  which  thiit  portion  of  the  inquiry  is  supposed  to  refer. 

As  to  the  danger  there  was  that  the  laws  and  the  obligations  of  the 
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United  States  in  relation  to  the  suppressioa  of  the  slave  trade  would  be 
executed  by  other*  if  we  did  not  remove  the  pretext  and  motive  for 
violating  our  flag  and  provide  for  executing  our  laws.  I  might  say  that 
this  depends  npoa  notorious  facts  and  occurrences,  of  which  the  evidence 
has  been  in  various  forms  before  tlie  country  and  all  the  branches  of  the 
Govern  ment. 

When  I  came  to  occupy  the  Executive  chair  I  conld  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  numerous  coinpUint^  which  had  been  made  on  account  of  alleged 
interruptions  of  American  vessels  engaged  in  la^vful  commerce  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  by  British  cruisers  on  tlie  ground  of  their  being  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade.  I  could  not  be  ignorant,  st  the  same  time,  oC  the 
well-grounded  suspicions  which  pervaded  the  country  that  some  Amen* 
can  vessels  were  engaged  in  tliat  odious  and  unlawful  trafDc.  There  were 
two  dangers,  then,  to  be  yarded  against — the  one,  that  this  traflac  would 
continue  to  be  carried  on  in  American  ships,  and  perhaps  much  increased, 
unless  some  new  and  vigoroiLs  effort  should  be  made  for  its  suppression ; 
the  other,  that  acquiescence  in  the  capture  of  American  vessels,  notorious 
slave  dealers,  by  British  cruisers  might  give  countenance  to  seizures  and 
detentions  of  vessels  lawfully  employed  ou  light  or  groundless  sus]^- 
dons.  And  cases  had  arisen  under  tlic  administration  of  those  who  pre- 
ceded me  well  calculated  to  show  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  this  latter 
danger;  and  beliei*ing  that  ver>' serious  consequences  might  in  time  grow 
out  of  the  obvious  tendencj*  and  progress  of  things,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  arrest  that  progress,  to  rescue  the  immimity  of  the  American  flag  from 
the  danger  which  hung  o\'er  it,  and  to  do  this  by  recommending  such 
a  provision  for  the  execution  of  our  own  laws  as  should  remove  all 
pretense  for  the  interference  of  others. 

Among  the  occurrences  to  which  I  have  alluded,  it  may  be  useful  to 
particularize  one  case. 

The  schooner  Catliarint,  an  American  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  was  seized  on  the  const  of  Africa  by  the  British  cruiser 
called  the  Dolphin  and  brought  into  the  port  of  New  York  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1839.  Upon  being  brought  into  port,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  esq., 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  appeared  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  that  district 
and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States  libeled  the  schooner, 
her  apparel  and  furniture,  for  a  violation  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
passed  for  the  suppression  of  the  slav^e  trade.  The  schooner  being  ar* 
rested  by  the  usual  process  in  such  cases  and  possession  taken  of  her  from 
the  hands  of  the  British  captors  by  officers  of  the  United  States,  the 
caufc  proceeded,  and  by  a  decree  of  the  circuit  court  in  December,  1840, 
a  forfeiture  was  pronounced.  From  this  decree  an  appeal  was  taken, 
which  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

ll  is  truelliai  in  another  case,  that  of  the  Tig-rii,  of  like  general  char- 
acter, soon  after  arising,  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  ist  of  March, 
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1841,  informed  Mr.  Fox.  the  British  minister,  that  "however  stronsand 
unchangeable  may  be  the  detenniuatioa  of  this  Govenuneat  to  punish 
any  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  \-tolatc  the  laws  spfittnst  the  African 
slave  trade,  it  will  not  permit  the  exercise  of  any  authority  by  foreign 
armed  vessels  in  the  execution  of  those  laws." 

But  it  is  evident  that  this  general  declaratiou  did  uot  relieve  the  subject 
from  its  difficulties,  Vesel*  of  the  ITnited  States  found  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade  are  guilty  of  piracy  under  the  acts  of  Congress.  It 
is  difBcult  to  say  that  such  vessels  can  claim  any  interference  of  the 
Covemnient  in  their  behalf,  into  whosesoe%*er  bands  they  may  happen  to 
fall,  any  more  than  vessels  which  should  turn  general  pirates.  Notori- 
ous African  slave  traders  can  not  claim  the  protection  of  the  American 
character,  inasmuch  as  they  are  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of 
their  countr>'  and  stand  denounced  by  those  laws  as  pirates.  In  case 
of  the  seizure  of  such  a  vessel  by  a  foreign  cniiser.  and  of  her  being 
brought  into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  what  is  to  be  done  with  her? 
Shall  she  be  libeled,  prceiecuted,  and  condemned  as  if  arrested  by  a  cruiser 
of  the  United  States?  If  this,  is  to  be  done,  it  is  clear  that  the  agency  of 
a  foreign  |x)wer  has  lx:cn  instrumental  in  executing  the  biws  of  the 
United  States.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  vessel,  with  all  her  offenses 
flagrant  upon  her,  to  be  released  on  account  of  the  agency  by  which  she 
was  scix.ed,  discharged  of  all  penalties,  and  left  at  liberty  to  renew  her 
illegal  and  nefarious  traffic? 

It  appeared  to  me  that  the  best,  if  tiot  the  only,  mode  of  avoiding  these 
and  other  difficulties  was  by  adopting  such  a  pro\'isiou  as  is  contained  in 
the  late  treaty  with  Kugland. 

The  Senate  asks  nie  for  the  reasons  for  entering  into  the  stipulations 
for  the  "  renionstratiag  embassies"  contained  iu  the  late  treaty.  Surely 
there  is  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  for  any  "remonstrating  embasdes," 
or  any  other  embassies,  nor  any  reference  or  allusion  to  any  such  thing. 
In  this  respect  all  that  the  treaty  provides  is  in  the  ninth  article  and  is 
in  these  words: 

The  parties  to  thb  treaty  «g:rec  that  they  will  unite  in  0.11  becoming  representations 
and  re monrt ranees  wilh  any  ntiri  all  ponrcrs  williin  whow  (lotitiiiions  such  markets 
[for  AfrJc«iialaves]arealJow«dtoexist,  nudthatlbcyn-illur^  upon  all  sucli  ponen 
the  propriety  and  duty  of  closing  tiuch  markets  cllccmally.  at  oaccand  forever. 

It  always  gives  mc  sincere  pleasure  to  commuuicatc  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  anything  in  my  power  which  may  aid  them  in  the  discharge 
of  their  Iiigh  duties  and  which  the  public  interest  does  not  require  to  be 
withheld.  In  transmitting  the  late  treaty  to  the  Senate  everything  was 
caused  to  accompany  it  which  it  was  supposed  could  enlighten  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  upon  its  various  provisions.  The  ^icws  of  the  Exec- 
uti^'e,  iu  agreeing  to  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles,  were  fully  expressed, 
and  pending  the  discussion  iu  the  Senate  ever>'  call  for  further  infor- 
mation was  promptly  complied  with,  and  nothing  kept  back  which  the 
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Senate  desired.  Upon  this  iafonnatioQ  aod  upon  its  own  knowledge  of 
the  sulijt-cl  the  Scnalc  made  up  and  pronounced  Us  judgment  upon  its 
own  liigh  responsibility,  and  as  th«  rrault  of  ibat  judgmeut  the  treaty 
was  ratifed,  as  the  Journal  shows,  hy  a  vole  of  39.  to  9.  The  treaty  has 
thus  become  ilie  law  of  ihe  laud  by  the  express  advice  of  the  Senate, 
given  in  the  most  solemn  manner  known  to  its  proceedings. 
The  fourth  request  is — 

Tliat  tlic  Presiilenl  t>e  irquested  to  cxnnmuntcBtc  to  the  Senate  nil  the  correspond- 
e&ce  wilfa  our  miaistcra  abroad  relating  to  the  foregoini;  points  of  inquiry. 

If  this  branch  of  the  resolution  were  more  definite,  some  parts  of 
it  might  perhaps  be  met  withoul  prejudice  to  the  public  imercsl  bj* 
extracts  from  the  correspondence  referred  to.  At  a  future  day  a  com* 
munjcatton  may  be  expected  to  be  made  as  broad  and  Rcncral  a.s  a  proper 
regard  to  these  interests  will  admit,  but  at  present  I  deem  any  such  com- 
munication not  to  be  consistent  with  the  pubhc  interest. 

The  fifth  and  last  is— 

ThAl  llic  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  sucb  informa- 
tion upon  the  negioiiaiion  o(  ihe  African  squadron  articles  as  will  show  llie  origin  of 
<Htch  articles  and  ibe  history  and  progress  of  their  fonuatioa. 

These  articles  were  proposed  to  the  British  minister  by  the  Secretary 
uf  State  under  my  express  saudioii  and  were  acceded  to  by  him  and  have 
8iiice  been  ratified  by  both  Covernmeuls.  1  might  without  disrespect 
speak  of  the  novelty  of  inquiring  by  the  Senate  iuto  the  history  and 
progress  of  articles  of  a  treaty  through  a  negotiation  which  has  tenni- 
nat'Ki,  and  as  the  result  of  which  these  articles  have  become  the  law  of 
the  land  by  the  constitutional  advice  of  the  Senate  itself.  But  I  repeat 
that  those  articles  had  their  origin  in  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  fulfill  its  obhgations,  entered  into  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  to  do  its  utmost  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  to  accomplish  this  object  by  such  means  as  should  not  lead 
to  the  interruption  of  the  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  States  or  any 
derogation  from  the  dignity  and  immunity  of  their  flag.  And  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  belie\'e  that  both  the  Executive,  in  negotiating  the 
treaty  of  which  these  articles  form  part,  and  the  Senate,  in  advising  to 
its  ratification,  have  efTected  an  object  important  to  the  Govemmoit  and 
satisfactory  to  the  people. 

In  conclusion  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe  that  I  have,  out 
of  a  profound  respect  for  the  Senate,  been  induced  to  make  this  commu- 
uicatiou  in  answer  to  iuquirics  some  of  wliJch  at  least  are  IxJieved  to  be 
without  precedent  in  the  history  of  the  relations  between  that  body  .inA. 
the  executive  department.  These  inquiries  were  particularly  unexpected 
to  me  at  the  present  moment-  As  I  hid  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find 
my  own  views  of  the  expediency  of  ratifying  the  late  treaty  with  Eng- 
land confirmed  by  a  vote  of  somewhat  more  than  four-fifths  of  the  Sena- 
tors present,  1  have  hitherto  flattered  myself  that  the  motives  which 
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Influenced  my  conduct  had  been  fully  appreciated  by  tbose  who  advised 
and  approved  it,  and  that  if  a  necessity  should  e\'eT  arise  for  any  special 
explanation  or  defense  in  regard  to  those  motives  it  could  scarcely  be  in 
that  assembly  itself.  j^H^  TVLER. 

Washington,  January  iS,  1S4J. 
To  (he  Hcust  of  Ripresenfativei: 

III  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  37th  ultimo,  I  now  iransmit  Ihe  letter  and  pamphlet*  which  accom- 

P*"'^**^-  JOHNTYLBR. 

Washtkoton,  Janttary  gj.  £843. 
To  (he  Senate  0/ the  Vni(ed  Siatet. 

I  lierewith  transmit  I0  the  Seiiaie,  in  answer  to  their  resolotion  of  the 
i9tb  infant,  rcportsf  from  the  State  and  War  Departments. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WASHTNGtON.  January  aj.  iS^j. 
To  (he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  hcreviHth,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
5th  instant,  a  report  {  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying 
documents.  ^^^^  ^^^-^^ 

Washington.  January  31,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Repretentaiivesr 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
34tb  instant,  requesting  me  to  conniiunicate  answers  to  certain  queries 
therein  contaiued  respectiug  instructions  given  to  Ibe  comuiiseioners 
appointed  to  adjttdicate  claims  arising  under  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1 835 , 
I  transmit  heren-ith  a  report  from  the  War  Department,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  the  instructions  referred  to.  TOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  January  31,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  ftepresen(atives' 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  requesting  me  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the 

*1Islhlril  "Acu  nnd  Xmtmions  oriV  I,<gUln live  council  ot  itivTtrritoryof  norldt,"  puBc4 
M  lt*twcmiCtllK(aion,  January  3  to  M.mfa  j.  |8<I. 

t  Ktlatlng  w  ■  BTuit  or  Uod  Id  OrcgoD  Territory  to  the  Uudwoi  Bay  Oira)Miiy  by  Uic  BritliA 
OorvramenL 

t  TiMUiaitlinr  mrrtspaadtnoi  wilb  Ui«&t  OrilmaD  rclaUvt  tp  Uw  dntnictlon  ol  llic  alounbol 
CwxAm  at  Scblouei.  N.  V.,  DcMoba  19,  'Bi;. 
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House  "the  several  reports  made  to  the  Department  of  War  by  Lleuten* 
ont-Coloncl  Hilclicock  xclative  to  the  affairs  of  tlie  Cherokee  Iiidians. 
together  With  lill  mformation  comtuuoicated  by  him  ooDc«niiDg;  the 
fffttids  he  waR  charged  to  in\'estigate;  also  all  facts  in  the  possession  of 
the  Executive  relating  to  the  subject. ' ' 

A  resolution  of  the  same  import  had  been  passed  b>'  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  lath  of  May  last,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  same  reports  and  matters.  After  consul* 
tation  with  me  and  under  my  directions,  the  Secretary  of  War  informed 
the  House  tJiat  the  reports  referred  to  relative  to  the  nffairs  of  the  Chero- 
kees  contained  information  and  suggestions  in  reference  to  the  matters 
which  it  was  supposed  would  become  the  subject  of  a  negotiation  between 
that  Department  and  the  delegates  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  It  was 
stated  by  him  that  the  nature  and  subject  of  the  report,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President  and  the  Department,  rendered  its  publication  at  that  time 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interest.  The  negotiation  referred  to  suhse- 
queotly  took  place,  and  embraced  the  matters  upon  which  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hitchcock  had  communicated  his  views.  That  negotiation 
terminated  witlwut  the  conclusion  of  any  arrangement.  It  may,  and  in 
all  probability  wilt,  be  renewed.  All  the  information  communicated  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  respecting  theCherokees — their  condition 
as  a  nation  and  their  relations  to  other  tribes — is  herewith  transmitted. 
But  his  suggestions  uud  projects  respecting  the  anticipated  propositions 
of  the  delegates  and  his  views  of  their  personal  characters  can  not  in  any 
event  aid  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  in  my  opinion  the  promulga- 
tion of  them  would  be  unfair  and  unjust  to  him  and  incon^stent  with 
the  public  interest,  and  they  are  therefore  not  transmitted 

Tile  Secretary  of  War  further  stated  in  his  answer  to  the  resolution 
that  the  other  report  referred  to  in  it.  relating  to  the  alleged  frauds  which 
Lieutenant -Colonel  Hitchcock  was  charged  to  investigate,  contained  sucli 
information  as  he  (Colonel  Hitchcock)  n-as  enabled  to  obtain  by  ex  parte 
inqniiies  of  various  persons  whose  statements  were  necessarily  without 
the  sanction  of  an  oath,  and  which  the  persons  implicated  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  contradict  or  explain  He  expressed  the  opinion  that 
to  promulgate  those  statements  at  that  time  would  be  grossly  unjust  to 
those  persons  and  would  be  calculated  to  defeat  rather  than  piomote  the 
objects  of  the  inquiry,  and  he  remarked  that  sufficient  opportunity  had 
Dot  been  given  to  the  Department  to  pursue  the  investigation  or  to  call 
upon  the  parties  affected  for  explanations  or  to  determine  on  the  meas- 
ures proper  to  be  adopted.  And  he  lioped  these  reasons  would  be  satis- 
factory for  not  transmitting  to  the  House  at  that  time  the  reports  referred 
to  in  its  resolution. 

It  would  appear  from  the  report  of  th«  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
to  whom  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  referred,  and 
which  report  has  been  tr.-insmitled  to  me,  together  with  tbe  resolutions 
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of  the  House  adopted  oa  the  rccommcDdation  of  the  committee,  aod 
from  those  rtsolutious,  that  Ibc  reasons  jfivcn  by  tiie  Secretary  were  not 
deemed  satisfaclory  aiid  tbat  the  House  of  Rcprcsciitaiives  claims  the 
right  to  demand  from  the  Executive  aud  beads  of  DeparLments  such 
jnformatiou  as  maybe  in  their  possession  relating  to  "subjects  of  the 
deliberatious  of  the  House  and  within  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate 
powers,"  and  that  iu  the  opiniou  of  the  House  the  reports  and  facts 
called  for  by  its  resolution  of  the  i8th  of  May  related  to  subjects  of  its 
deliberations  und  %veru  within  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  pcm'ers,  and 
shoiUd  have  been  communicated. 

If  by  the  assertion  of  this  claim  of  right  to  call  upon  the  Executive  for 
all  the  information  in  its  posscssiou  relating  to  any  subject  of  the  delib- 
eration of  the  House,  and  within  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  powers,  it  is 
intended  to  assert  also  that  the  Exeattive  is  bound  to  comply  with  such 
call  without  the  authority  to  exercise  any  discretion  on  its  part  in  refer- 
ence to  the  nature  of  the  information  required  or  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  or  of  individuals  to  he  affected  by  such  compliance,  then  do  I 
feel  boiind,  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  duly  imposed  upon  rae  "to  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  to 
deciare  in  the  nio^t  respectful  manner  my  entire  dissent  from  such  a 
proposition.  The  inS'trument  from  which  the  sc\-eral  departments  of  the 
Government  derive  their  authority  makes  each  independent  of  the  other 
in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  functions.  The  injunction  of  the 
Constitution  that  the  President  ' '  shall  tate  care  that  ibe  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed"  necessarily  confers  an  authority  commensurate  with  the 
obligation  imposed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  all  public  agents 
perform  the  duties  assigned  to  them  by  law.  To  be  effective  these 
inquiries  must  often  be  confidential.  They  may  result  in  the  collection 
of  truth  or  of  falsehood,  or  they  may  be  incomplete  and  may  require 
further  prosecution.  To  maintain  that  the  President  can  exercise  no 
discretion  as  to  the  time  in  which  the  matters  thus  collected  shall  be 
promulgated  or  in  respect  to  the  character  of  the  information  obtained 
would  deprive  him  at  once  of  the  means  of  performing  one  of  the  most 
salutary  duties  of  his  office.  An  inquiry  might  be  arrested  at  its  first 
Stage  and  the  officers  whose  conduct  demanded  investigation  may  be 
enabled  to  elude  or  defeat  it.  Torequirc  from  the  Kxecutive  the  transfer 
of  this  discretion  to  n  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government  is  equivalent 
to  the  denial  of  its  possesion  by  him  and  would  render  him  dependent 
upon  that  branch  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  purely  executive. 

Nor  can  it  be  a  sotmd  position  that  all  papers,  documents,  and  Infor* 
tnation  of  every  description  which  may  happen  by  any  means  to  come 
into  the  possession  of  the  President  or  of  the  heads  of  Departments 
must  neeessarily  be  subject  to  the  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
merely  because  they  relate  to  a  subject  of  ihedeliberationsofthe  House, 
although  that  subject  may  be  within  the  sphere  of  its  legitimate  powers. 
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It  can  not  be  that  the  only  test  is  whether  the  information  relates  to  a 
legilitnate  subject  of  deliberattan.  The  Executive  Departmeuts  and  the 
dtizeus  of  this  country  have  their  rights  and  duties  as  well  as  the  House 
of  Representatives,  aud  the  maxim  that  the  riRhts  of  one  person  or  body 
are  to  be  so  exercised  as  not  to  impair  those  of  others  is  applicable  in  its 
fullest  extent  to  this  quesUou.  Impertinence  or  malignity  may  seek  to 
make  the  Executive  Departments  the  means  of  incalculable  and  irreme- 
diable injurj*  to  innocent  parties  by  throwing  into  them  libels  most  foul 
and  atrocious.  Shall  there  be  no  discretionary  atlthority  permitted  to 
refuse  to  become  the  instruments  of  such  malevolence? 

And  although  information  coiues  through  a  proper  channel  to  an 
executive  officer  it  may  often  be  of  a  character  to  forbid  its  being  made 
public.  The  officer  charged  with  a  confidential  mqti(r>',  and  who  reports 
Its  result  under  the  pledge  of  confidence  which  his  appointment  implies, 
ought  not  to  be  exposed  individually  to  the  resentment  of  those  whose 
conduct  may  be  impugned  by  the  information  he  collects.  The  knowl- 
edge that  such  is  to  be  the  consequence  will  inevitably  prevent  the  per- 
formance of  duties  of  that  character,  and  thus  the  Government  %vill  be 
deprived  of  an  important  means  of  investigating  the  conduct  of  its  agents. 

It  is  certainly  no  ucw  doctriue  in  the  halls  of  judicature  or  of  legisla- 
tion that  certain  communications  and  papers  are  prinleged.  and  that  the 
general  authority  to  compel  testimony  must  give  way  in  cenain  cases 
to  the  paramount  rights  of  individuals  or  of  the  Government.  Thtis 
no  man  can  be  compelled  to  accuse  himself,  to  answer  any  question  that 
tends  to  render  him  infamous,  or  to  produce  his  own  private  papers  on 
any  occasion.  The  commuolcations  of  a  client  to  his  counsel  and  the 
admissions  made  at  the  confessional  in  the  course  of  religious  disci- 
pline arc  privileged  communications.  In  the  courts  of  that  countrj'  from 
which  we  derive  otir  great  principles  of  individual  liberty  and  the  rules 
of  evidence  it  is  well  settled — and  the  doctrine  has  been  fully  recognized 
in  this  couutry — that  a  minister  of  the  Crown  or  the  head  of  a  department 
can  not  be  compelled  to  produce  any  papers  or  disclose  any  transactions 
relating  to  the  executive  functions  of  the  Government  wliicli  he  declares 
arc  confidential  or  such  as  the  public  interest  requires  should  not  be 
divulged;  and  the  persons  who  have  been  the  channels  of  communication 
to  ofBocrs  of  the  State  are  in  like  manner  protected  from  the  disclosure 
of  their  names.  Other  instances  of  privileged  commuuica lions  might  be 
enumerated  if  it  were  deemed  necessary.  These  principles  arc  as  appli- 
cable to  evidence  sought  by  a  legislature  as  to  that  required  by  a  court. 

The  practice  uf  the  Govenimeiit  since  its  foundation  ha.s  sanctioned 
the  principle  that  there  must  necessarily  be  a  discretionary  authority  in 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  information  called  for  by  either  House  of 
Congress. 

The  authority  was  claimed  and  exercised  by  General  Washington  in 
1796.     In  1825  President  Monroe  declined  compliance  with  a  resolution 
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of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  the  correspondence  between 
the  Exccuti^'c  Departments  of  this  Go\-eninicnt  and  tic  ofGcers  of  the 
United  States  Navy  and  others  at  or  near  the  ports  of  South  America  on 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  a  communication  made  \>y  the  Secretary  of  War 
in  1833  to  the  Committee  of  tlic  House  on  the  Public  Lands,  by  direction 
of  President  Jackson,  he  denies  the  obligation  of  the  Executive  to  furnish 
the  iofonnation  called  for  and  maintains  the  authority  of  the  President 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  complying  with  calls  of  that  descriptioo 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  or  its  coirtmittees.  Without  multiply- 
ing other  instances,  it  is  not  deemed  improper  to  refer  to  the  refusal  of 
the  President  at  the  last  scsaiou  of  the  present  Congress  to  comply  mth 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreitetilatives  calling  for  tlie  names  of  the 
members  of  Congress  who  had  applied  for  offices.  As  no  further  notice 
was  taken  iu  any  form  of  tliis  refusal,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  fair  inference 
that  the  House  itself  admitted  that  there  were  cases  in  whicli  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  discretionary  authority  in  respect  to  the  transmission  of  infor- 
mation in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  Executive  Departments, 

Apprehensive  that  silence  under  the  claim  supposed  to  be  set  np  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  under  consideration  might 
be  construed  as  an  acquiescence  in  its  soundness.  I  have  deemed  it  due 
to  the  great  importance  of  tbe  subject  to  state  my  \-ie%s-s,  that  a  compli- 
ance in  part  with  the  resolution  may  not  be  deemed  a  eurrcnder  of  a 
necessary'  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Many  of  the  reasons  which  existed  at  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  June  i,  1842,  for  then  dccLiaing  to  transmit  the  report 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  fraud.';  which  he  was 
charged  to  investigate  have  ceased  to  operate.  It  has  been  found  wIioHy 
impracticahle  to  pursue  the  invesligalton  in  consequence  of  the  death  and 
removal  out  of  the  country'  of  those  who  would  be  called  upon  to  testify, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  adequate  authority  or  means  to  render 
it  effectual.  It  could  not  be  conducted  without  expense.  Congress  at 
its  last  session  prohibited  the  payment  of  any  account  or  charge  what- 
ever growing  out  of  or  in  any  way  connected  with  any  commission  or 
inquiry,  except  miJitary  and  naval  courts- martial  and  courts  of  inquiry, 
unless  special  appropriations  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  such 
accouuts  and  charges.  Of  the  policy  of  that  provi^on  of  law  it  does  not 
l)ecome  me  to  speak,  except  to  s.iy  that  the  institution  of  inquiries  into 
the  conduct  of  public  agents,  however  urgent  the  necessity  for  such 
iuquirj-  may  be,  is  thereby  virtually  denied  to  the  Executive,  and  that  it 
evils  of  magnitude  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  tbe  law  I  take  to  myself 
no  portion  of  the  responsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  propriety  of  directing  prosecutions  agunst  the 
contractors  to  furnish  Indians  rations  who  are  charged  with  improper 
conduct,  a  corre.'^ondence  lias  Iwen  had  between  the  War  Department 
and  the  SoUdtor  of  the  Treasur>*,  which  is  herewith  transmitted  in  a 
conviction  that  such  prosecution  would  be  entirely  ineffectual. 

Under  tbese  circutostanccs  I  have  thougbt  proper  to  direct  that  the 
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report  of  Licateoant-Colond  Hitchcock  cooceralng  tbe  fraods  which  he 
was  chaj-gccl  to  investigate  be  transmitted  to  the  Houac  of  Representa- 
tives, and  it  accordingly  accompanies  this  message.  At  the  same  time,  1 
have  to  request  the  House  lo  consider  it  so  far  confidential  as  not  to  direct 
its  publication  until  the  appropriate  committee  shall  have  examined  it 
and  expressed  their  opinion  whether  a  just  regard  to  the  character  and 
rights  of  persons  apparently  implicated,  but  who  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  the  imputations  on  them,  docs  not  require  that  portions 
at  least  of  the  report  should  not  at  present  be  printed. 

This  course  is  adopted  by  me  from  a  desire  to  render  justice  to  all  and 
at  the  same  time  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to  scrc«n  any, 
and  also  to  prevent  the  cx&gf;enited  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the 
infonnation  which  is  likely  to  be  made  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  being 
withheld. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  also  calls  for  "all  facts  in  the  possession 
of  the  Executive,  from  any  source,  relating  to  the  subject."  There  are 
two  subjects  speci6ed  in  the  resolution — one  "relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,"  and  another  "concerning  the  frauds  he  [Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hitchcock]  was  charged  to  investigate." 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Department  or  its  bureaus  relating  to  the 
aflairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  it  is  belie%'ed.  have  been  from  time  to 
time  communicated  to  Congress  and  are  contained  iu  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  are  now  transmitted,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock's  report  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and 
excepting  the  correspondence  with  the  Cherokee  delegates  in  the  nego- 
tiations which  took  place  during  the  last  snmmer,  which  are  not  supposed 
to  be  within  the  intent  of  the  resolution  of  the  House.  For  the  same 
reason  a  memorial  from  the  Old  Settlers,  or  Western  Chcrokccs,  as  they 
term  themselves,  recently  presented,  is  not  transmitted.  If  these  or  any 
Other  public  documents  should  be  desired  by  the  House,  a  speciScation  of 
them  will  enable  me  to  cause  them  to  be  furnished  if  it  should  be  found 
(proper. 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Office  or  its  bureatis  known  or  supposed  to 
have  any  relation  to  the  alleged  frauds  which  Lieutenaut-Colouel  Hitch- 
cock was  charged  to  investigate  arc  herewith  transmitted. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


WashtnOTOK,  February  S,  1843- 
To  tht  House  of  RtprtseniaHves  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to 
their  resolution  of  the  aStli  ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  01 

®'^**-  JOHN  TYLER. 

'SUUnt  tbal»o  Inlomation  ii  in powcMloa  of  tlie  Govenunenl  of  asv  ncvatisljan  ol  a  tttsty. 
M  of  a»i  ot««iiTca  to  tical.  fo(  •  ccmIod  ot  CallforaU  by  Meilco  la  Rncland. 
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Washington,  Febmaty  9, 1843^ 


To  Ihf  ffiuse  cf  Rfprrifniat'z^s.- 

In  order  to  enable  Congress  to  approve  or  disapprove  the  selection  of  a 
site  for  a  Western  anuory  made  by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed 
by  me  for  that  ptirpo&c  pursuant  to  the  act  of  September  9,  1841,!  trans- 
mit  herewith  their  report  and  proceedings,  as  required  by  that  act. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  /j,  1843. 
To  iJte  H<mse  ef  Represmtafhes: 

I  ha"ewith  traiisciit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  made  to 
me  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  on  the  subject 
Vf  the  present  aad  prospective  condition  of  the  fmances. 

You  will  perceive  from  it  that  even  if  the  receipts  from  the  various 
^c-urces  of  revemie  for  the  current  year  shall  prove  not  to  have  been 
overrated  and  the  expenditures  be  restrained  within  the  estimates,  the 
Treaaurj-  will  be  exhausted  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  that  this 
will  be  the  case  although  authority  should  be  given  to  the  proper  De- 
partment to  reissue  Treasury  notes.  But  the  state  of  facts  existing  at 
the  present  moment  can  not  fail  to  awaken  a  doubt  whether  the  amount 
of  the  revedue  for  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  will  come  up  to 
the  estimates,  nor  is  it  entirely  certain  that  the  expenditures  wliicli  will 
be  authorized  by  Congress  may  not  exceed  the  aggregate  sum  which 
has  hitherto  been  assumed  as  the  bads  of  the  Treasury  calculations. 

Of  all  the  duties  of  the  Government,  none  is  more  sacred  and  impera- 
tii*e  tlian  that  of  making  adequate  and  ample  provision  for  fnlfilling  with 
punctuality  its  pecuTiiary  engagements  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
inviolate.  Any  failuri;  in  this  respect  not  produced  by  unforeseen  causes 
could  only  be  regarded  by  our  common  constituents  as  a  serious  neglect 
of  the  public  interests.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  be  an  indispensable  obli- 
gation, while  so  much  of  the  session  yet  remains  unexpired  as  to  enable 
Congress  to  give  to  the  subject  the  consideration  whidi  its  great  impor- 
tance demands,  most  eamertly  to  call  its  attention  to  the  propriety  of 
making  further  provision  for  the  public  service  of  the  year. 

Tlie  proper  objects  of  taxation  are  peculiarly  within  the  discretion 
of  the  Legislature,,  while  it  is  Uie  duty  of  the  Executive  to  keep  Con- 
gress duly  adv-ised  of  the  state  of  the  Treasurj-  and  to  admonisli  it  of 
any  danger  which  there  may  be  grotmd  to  apprehend  of  a  failure  in  the 
means  of  meeting  the  expenditures  authorized  by  law. 

I  ought  not,  therefore,  to  dissemble  my  fears  that  there  will  be  a  seri- 
ous falling  off  in  the  estimated  proceeds  both  of  the  customs  and  the 
public  liiiids.  I  regard  The  evil  of  di&appuintmeut  in  ihesc  respects  as 
altogether  too  great  to  be  risked  if  by  any  possibility  it  may  be  entirely 
obviated. 


John  lyier 
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While  I  am  far  from  objecting,  under  present  drctunstanccs,  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretarj*  that  anthority  be  granled  him  to 
reissue  Trcastir>'  notes  as  they  shall  be  redeemed,  and  to  other  sugges- 
tioiut  which  he  has  made  on  this  subject,  yet  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
worthy  of  giii\'C  consideraliou  whether  more  jiermanent  and  certain  sup- 
plies ought  not  to  be  provided.  The  issue  of  one  note  in  redemption  of 
another  is  not  the  payment  of  a  debt,  which  must  be  made  in  theead 
\sy  some  form  of  public  taxation. 

I  can  not  forbear  to  add  that  in  a  country  so  full  of  resources,  of  such 
abundant  means  if  they  be  but  judiciously  called  out,  the  revenues  of  the 
Government,  its  credit,  and  its  ability  to  fnlfiU  all  its  obligations  ought 
Dot  to  be  made  dependent  on  temporary  expedients  or  on  calculations  of 
an  uocertaiu  character.  The  public  faith  in  this  or  in  all  things  else 
ought  to  he  placed  beyond  question  and  beyond  contingency. 

The  necessity  of  further  and  full  provision  for  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  Treasurj'  will  be  the  more  urgent  if  Congress  at  tliis  present  session 
should  adopt  no  plan  for  facilitating  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  improving  the  currency  of  tlie  couulry.  By  the  aid  of  a 
wise  and  cfTicicnt  measure  of  that  kind  not  only  would  the  internal  busi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  countrj'  be  revived  and  invigorated,  but  impor- 
tant additions  to  the  amount  of  revenue  arising  from  importations  might 
also  be  confidently  expected.  Not  only  does  the  present  condition  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  currenc}'  and  commercial  exchanges  produce 
sc^xre  and  distressing  embarrassments  in  the  business  and  pursuits  of 
individuals,  but  its  obvious  tendency  is  to  create  also  a  necessity  for  the 
imposition  of  new  burdens  of  taxation  in  order  to  secure  the  Government 
and  the  coutitr>'  against  discredit  from  the  failure  of  means  to  fulfill  the 
pubhc  engagements.  ^^^^  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  iS,  tSfj. 
7Jt  Ikt  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

A  resolution  has  been  communicated  to  me,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  ad  instant,  in  the  follo'tving  terras: 

Hesolvcd,  Tbnt  tbc  President  of  Uic  Vnitcd  States  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  by  what  autliorily  and  uiider  whose  iitslmciions  Captain  Thomas  sp  Catesby 
JoncA,  contninn<i<-r  of  the  squ&dron  of  the  United  Statcii  In  the  Faci'&c  Qcean,  did,  oa 
or  uliuat  llie  19th  of  October  last,  iiivailc  in  wurltke  luTAy  Ltie  territuries  of  the  Mcxi* 
call  Republics,  take  posacasion  of  the  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  himself  the  com- 
momlcr  of  the  naval  ami  luilitory  ocpcditiou  for  the  occupation  of  the  Califomias. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  com mtini cats 
to  this  Bouse  copies  of  oil  the  in«tructionii  given  by  him  or  under  his  authority  to 
the  Mill  Captain  Jones  fiDtn  the  time  of  his  appaintment  to  the  command  of  the 
Mid  •qtudioti;  «J»0  cepiea  of  oil  communications  received  from  him  relnting  to 
his  cicpedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Califomiaa:  and  also  to  in/onii  lliis  Houm 
wheilier  orders  hate  heea  dispatched  to  the  said  Csplaiu  Jones  rccAllini;  him  from 
hi*  commanil. 
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The  proceeding  of  Captain  Jones  in  taking  possession  of  the  town  ol 
Monterey,  in  the  possessionfi  of  Mexico,  was  entirely  of  hia  own  authority, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  any  orders  or  instructions  of  any  kind  gi^'en 
to  him  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  l*or  that  procewling 
he  has  been  recalled,  and  the  letter  recalling  htm  will  be  found  among 
the  papers  herewith  communicatetl. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  asks  for  "cojmcs  of  all 
the  instructions  given  to  Captain  Jones  from  the  time  of  his  appointment 
to  the  command  of  the  said  squadron,  also  copies  of  all  communications 
received  from  him  relating  to  his  expedition  for  the  occupa.tion  of  the 
Califomias,"  without  confining  the  rcqoest  to  such  instructiwis  and  cc«^ 
Tcspondence  as  relate  to  the  transactions  at  Monterey,  and  without  the 
usual  rescrvatiou  of  such  portions  of  the  instructions  or  correspondence 
as  in  the  President's  judgment  could  not  be  made  public  without  preju- 
dice or  danger  to  the  public  interests. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  cases  may  arise  even  in  time  of  peace  in 
which  it  would  be  highly  injurious  to  thecountry  to  make  public  at  a  par- 
ticular moment  the  instructions  under  which  a  commander  may  be  acting 
on  a  distant  aud  foreign  sen'ice.  In  such  a  case,  should  it  arise,  and  in 
all  similar  cases  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  can  not  be  controlled  by 
the  request  of  either  House  of  Congress  for  the  ctammunication  of  papers. 
The  duties  which  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  devolve  on  the  President 
must  be  performed  by  him  under  his  official  responsibility,  and  he  is  not 
at  liberty  to  disregard  high  interests  or  thwart  important  public  objects 
by  untimely  publications  mode  against  his  own  judgment,  by  whomsoever 
such  pubhcations  may  be  requested.  In  the  present  case,  not  seeing  that 
any  injury  Is  likely  to  arise  from  so  doing,  I  have  directed  copies  of  all 
the  papers  asked  for  to  be  communicated;  and  I  a%-ail  of  the  opporttmity 
of  transmitting  also  copies  of  sundrj*  letters,  as  noted  below. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washingtoh,  February  ao.  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Represmiatives: 

\  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  correspondence*  requested 
by  their  resolution  of  the  39th  of  December  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  20, 1643- 
To  tht  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

\  transmit  to  the  Senate  n  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  14th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

'BrIwFFD  thccaBnil^cacnl  ef  (h«  United  SUtMM  TUaslct  aiid  Ibc  Rnvtfnntnl  of  ),[oroM«. 
ICoBunuDlcBltni  Kcapy  of  Ibc coamiialim  and  InitntrltoD*  Imiird  Id  nsBi«)  W«b«la,  StcrttMxr 
at  State,  to  tiral  with  Laid  AsltbutlOD.  apfctal  cslnialtT  (ra«n  Great  BrKain  to  the  Ub1I«i1  SUUa. 


John  Tyler  2082 

WASHnrSiroN,  Ftbrutuy  24,  1843. 
To  tke  SentUe  o/ihe  UniUd  Stales : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolutions  of  the  20th  of 
December  and  of  the  glh  instant,  the  inclosed  copies  of  papers*  from  the 
Department  of  State,  with  an  accompanying  list. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  February  sj,  1843. 
To  Ike  House  of  Repreientatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolntion  of  the  House  of  Representati\-es  of 
the  32d  instant,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  House  ' '  whatever 
correspondence  or  communication  may  have  been  recci\xd  from  the  Brit- 
ish Govcramcnt  respecting  the  Preaideat'a  construction  of  the  late  British 
treaty  ooocludcd  at  Washinj^on  as  it  couccms  on  alleged  right  to  visit 
American  vessels,"  I  heTen*ith  transmit  a  report  made  to  me  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  also  thought  proper  to  communicate  copies  of  Lord  Aberdeen's 
letter  of  the  20th  December,  1841,  to  Mr.  Everett.  Mr.  Everett's  letter  of 
the  23d  December  in  reply  thereto,  and  extracts  from  several  letters  of 
Mr.  Everett  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  can  not  forego  the  expression  of  my  regret  at  the  apparent  purport 
of  a  part  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Fox.  I  had  cherished  the 
hope  that  all  possibility  of  misunderstanding  as  to  the  true  construction 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  was  precluded  by  the  plain  and  well-weighed  lan- 
guage in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  desire  of  both  Governments  is  to 
put  an  end  as  speedilj*  as  possible  to  the  slave  trade,  and  that  desire,  I 
need  scarcely  add,  is  as  strongly  and  as  sincerely  felt  by  the  United  States 
as  it  can  be  by  Great  Britain.  Vet  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  tho 
trade,  though  now  universally  reprobated,  ivas  up  to  a  late  period  prose- 
cuted by  all  who  chose  to  engage  in  it,  and  there  were  unfortunately  but 
very  few  Christian  powers  whose  subjects  were  uot  permitted,  and  even 
encouraged,  to  share  in  the  profits  of  what  was  regarded  as  a  perfectly 
kgitimate  commerce-  It  originated  at  a  period  long  before  the  United 
States  had  become  iudepeudent  and  was  carried  on  within  our  borders  in 
opposition  to  the  most  earnest  remonstrances  and  expostulations  of  some 
of  the  colonies  in  which  it  was  most  actively  prosecuted.  Those  engaged 
in  it  were  as  little  liable  to  inquiry  or  interruption  as  any  others.  Its 
diaraeter,  thus  fixed  by  common  consent  and  general  practice,  could  only 
be  changed  by  the  positive  assent  of  each  and  every  nation,  expressed 
either  in  the  form  of  municipal  law  or  conventional  arrangement.  The 
United  States  led  the  way  in  efforts  to  suppress  it.  They  claimed  do 
r^bt  to  dictate  to  others,  but  they  resolved,  without  waiting  for  the 

*CetTe*p<iDd«i>c(wi(h  the  United  States  mtaUler  ta  Fnaee  rcUMve  la  the  qnlatuple  trtaly  of 
>r  to.  \tA\.  tnd  Uw  AtbburtOM  trutr  af  Auctxt  9.  \%A*. 


»^ 


Afcssag'es  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


cooperation  oE  other  powers,  to  prohibit  it  to  their  own  citizens  and  to 
visit  its  perpetration  by  thciii  wiUi  coiidigtn  puni^Iiment.  I  iiiaj-  safuly 
affiim  that  it  never  occurred  to  this  Govcnmient  that  any  new  maritime 
right  accrued  to  it  from  the  portion  it  had  thus  assumed  in  regard  to  (he 
slave  trade.  If  before  our  laws  for  its  suppression  tlic  flag  of  every 
nation  might  traverse  tlie  ocean  unqueslioucd  by  our  cruisers,  this  free- 
dom was  not,  in  our  opinion,  in  the  least  abridged  by  oar  municipal 
legislation. 

Ally  other  doctrine,  it  \a  plaiu,  would  subject  to  an  arbitrary  and  ever- 
varj'ing  system  of  maritime  police,  adopted  nt  will  by  the  gteat  naval 
power  for  the  time  being,  the  trade  of  the  world  in  any  places  or  in  any 
articles  which  such  power  might  see  fit  to  prohibit  to  its  own  subjects  or 
dtizeos.  A  principle  of  this  kind  could  scarcely  be  acknowledged  with- 
out subjecting  commerce  to  the  risk  of  constant  and  harassing  vexations. 

The  attempt  to  justify  such  a  pretension  from  the  right  to  visit  and 
detain  ships  upon  reasonable  suspicion  of  piracy  would  dcser\'cdly  be 
exposed  to  universal  condemnation,  since  it  would  be  an  attempt  to 
convert  an  established  rule  of  maritime  law,  incorporated  as  a  principle 
into  the  inteniational  code  by  the  consent  of  all  nations,  into  a  nile  and 
principle  adopted  by  a  single  nation  and  enforced  only  by  its  assumed 
authority.  To  seize  and  detain  a  ship  upon  susptcion  of  piracy,  with 
probable  catise  and  iu  good  faitli,  aSords  uo  just  ground  cither  for  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  the  uation  whose  fiag  she  bears  or  claim  of  indemnity 
on  the  part  of  the  owner.  The  universal  law  sanctions  and  the  common 
good  requires  the  eidstence  of  such  a  rule.  The  right  under  such  cir- 
cumstances not  only  to  vis't  and  detain  but  to  search  a  ship  is  a  perfect 
right  and  involves  .leithcr  lesponsibility  nor  indemnity.  But,  with  this 
single  exception,  no  nation  has  in  time  of  peace  any  authority  to  detain 
the  ships  of  another  upon  the  high  seas  on  any  pretext  whatever  beyond 
the  limits  of  her  territorial  jurisdiction.  And  such,  I  am  happy  to  find, 
is  substantially  the  doctrine  of  Great  Britain  heredf  in  her  most  recent 
ofHcial  declarations,  and  even  in  those  now  conirauiiicatcd  to  the  House, 
These  declarations  may  well  lead  us  to  doubt  whether  the  apparent  differ- 
ence between  tlie  two  Governments  is  not  rather  one  of  definition  than  of 
principle.  Not  only  is  t!ie  right  of  search,  pro£)erly  so  called,  disclaimed 
by  Great  Britain,  but  even  that  of  mere  visit  and  inquiry  is  asserted  with 
qualifications  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  perfect  right. 

In  the  dispatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Everett  of  the  20th  of 
December,  184 1,  as  also  in  that  just  received  by  the  British  minister  in 
this  country  made  to  Mr.  Kox,  his  lordship  declares  that  if  in  spite  of  all 
the  precaution  whic!i  shall  be  used  to  prevent  such  occurrences  an  Ameri- 
can ship,  by  rea-son  of  any  visit  or  detention  by  a  British  cruiser,  '  'should 
suffer  loss  and  injury,  it  would  be  followed  by  prompt  and  ample  remu- 
neration ;"  and  in  order  to  make  more  manifest  her  inleutions  in  this 
respect,  Lord  Aberdeen  in  the  dispatch  of  the  3oth  December  makes 
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known  to  Mr.  Everett  the  nature  of  the  instncHona  given  to  the  British 
ciuisers.  These  aie  such  as,  if  faithfully  observed,  would  enable  the  Brit* 
iah  Goveniment  to  approximate  the  standard  of  a  fair  iudemnity.  Tliat 
Govemmcat  has  in  several  cases  fulhlled  ber  protuises  iu  this  particular 
by  making  adequate  reparation  for  damage  done  to  our  commerce.  It 
seems  obvious  to  remark  that  a  right  which  is  only  to  be  exercised  under 
such  restrictions  and  precautions  and  risk,  in  case  of  any  assignable  dam- 
age to  be  followed  by  the  consequences  of  a  trespass,  can  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered anything  more  than  a  privilege  askecl  for  and  either  conceded  or 
withheld  on  the  usual  principles  of  international  comity. 

The  principles  laid  down  iu  Lord  Aberdeen's  dispatches  and  the  assur- 
ances of  indemnity  therein  held  out.  although  the  utmost  reliance  was 
placed  on  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  were  not  regarded 
by  the  Rxccutive  as  a  sufficient  security  against  the  abuses  which  Lord 
Aberdeen  admitted  might  arise  in  even  the  most  cautious  and  moderate 
exercise  of  their  new  maritime  police,  and  therefore  in  ray  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  last  session  I  set  forth  the  views  entertained  by  the  Kxecu- 
tive  on  this  subject,  and  substantially  aftrmed  both  our  inclination  and 
ability  to  enforce  our  own  laws,  protect  our  flag  from  abuse,  and  acquit 
ourselves  of  all  our  duties  and  obligations  on  the  high  seas.  In  view  of 
these  assertions  the  treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated,  and  upon  con- 
sultation with  the  British  negotiator  as  to  the  quantum  of  force  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  ia  order  to  attain  these  objects,  the  resmlt  to  which 
the  most  deliberate  estimate  led  was  embodied  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty. 

Such  were  my  views  at  tlie  time  o£  negotiating  that  treaty,  and  such. 
in  my  opinion,  is  its  plain  and  fair  interpretation.  1  regarded  the  eighth 
article  as  remo\-ing  all  possible  pretext  on  the  ground  of  mere  necessity 
to  visit  and  detain  our  ships  upon  the  African  coast  because  of  any 
alleged  abuse  of  our  flag  by  slave  traders  of  other  nations.  We  had 
taken  upon  ourselves  the  burden  of  preventing  any  such  abuse  by  stipu- 
lating to  furnish  an  armed  force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting 
parties  as  .sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Denying  as  we  did  and,  do  all  color  of  right  to  exercise  any  such  gen- 
eral police  over  the  flags  of  indcpcudcut  nations,  wc  did  not  demand  of 
Great  Britain  any  formal  renundatiou  of  her  pretension;  still  less  had 
we  the  idea  of  yit^lding  anything  ourselves  in  tliat  respect.  We  chose  to 
malcc  a  practical  settlement  of  the  question.  Tliis  we  owed  to  what  we 
had  already  done  upon  this  subject.  The  honor  of  the  countrj-  called  for 
it;  the  honor  of  its  flag  demanded  that  it  should  not  be  used  by  others  to 
cover  an  iniquitous  trafTic.  This  Government.  I  am  very  sure,  has  both 
tbc  inclination  and  Ihc  ability  to  do  this;  and  if  need  be  it  will  not  con- 
tent itself  vn'Ox  ft  fleet  of  eighty  gtias,  but  sooner  than  any  foreign  gox'- 
ernment  shall  exercise  the  province  of  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling 
its  obligations,  the  hij^hest  of  which  is  to  protect  its  flag  alike  from  abuse 
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or  insult,  it  wcmld,  I  doubt  not,  pat  in  requisition  for  that  purp*^^  its 
whole  naval  power.  The  purpose  of  this  Government  is  faithfully  to 
ftilfill  tiie  treaty  on  its  part,  and  it  will  not  permit  itself  to  doubt  that 
Great  Britnin  will  comply  with  it  on  hers.  In  this  way  peace  will  best 
be  preserved  and  the  most  amicable  relations  maintained  between  the 
two  countries.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  rf,  rSf^. 
Tc  the  Hvuse  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  sundry  letters  which  have  passed  between  the 
IDep-ortment  of  State  and  the  Chevalier  d'Argaiz,  envo>'  extraordinary- 
and  minister  plcnipotcntiar)'  of  Spain  near  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner  Amistad  since  the  last  commu- 
nication of  papers  connected  with  that  ca^ie.  This  correspondence  will 
show  the  general  grounds  on  which  the  Spanish  minister  expresses  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that  case  and  the 
answers  which  have  been  made  to  his  complaints  by  the  Department  of 
SUte. 

In  laying  these  papers  before  Congress  I  think  it  proper  to  observe 
that  the  allowance  of  salvage  on  the  cargo  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Salvage  had  been  denied 
in  the  court  below  and  from  that  part  of  the  decree  tio  appeal  had  been 
claimed. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
provides  Llmt  ' '  all  ships  and  merchandise  of  what  nature  soever  which 
shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers  on  the  high 
seas  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  either  State  and  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port  in  order  to  be  taken  care  of 
and  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  and  sufficient 
proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  proj^rty  thereof."  The  case  of  the 
Amiilad,  as  was  decided  by  the  court ,  was  not  a  case  of  piracy,  and  there- 
fore not  within  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  yet  it  was  a  case  in  which  the 
authority  of  the  master,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  vessel  had  been  divested 
by  force,  and  in  that  condition  the  vessel,  having  been  found  on  the 
coast,  was  brought  into  a  port  of  the  United  States;  and  it  may  deserve 
consideration  that  the  salvors  in  this  case  were  the  oiBcers  and  seamen 
of  a  public  ship. 

It  is  left  to  Congress  to  consider,  under  these  circumstances,  whether, 
although  in  strictness  salvage  may  have  been  lawfully  due,  it  might  not 
yet  be  wise  to  make  provision  to  refund  it,  as  a  proof  of  the  entire  good 
faith  of  the  Go\-emment  and  of  its  disposition  to  fulfill  oil  its  treaty 
stipulations  to  their  full  extent  under  a  fair  and  liberal  construction. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


John  7)tkt 


3o86 


WaSHIKGTon,  February  aS.  1S43. 
To  tkt  Senate  of  tht  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  con^derstion  with  a  view  to  ratifi- 
cation, a  convention  further  to  provide  for  tlie  payment  of  awards  in 
favor  of  claimant  under  the  coQvcQtion  between  the  United  Slates  and 
the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  nth  of  April,  1S39,  signed  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  on  the  jotli  day  of  last  month.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  from 
tht;  Department  of  State  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico 
rdative  to  the  convention  and  of  the  dispatches  of  that  minister  to  the 
Department  is  also  communicated.  By  adverting  to  the  signatures  ap- 
pended to  the  original  draft  of  the  convention  a^  transmitted  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  General  Thompson  it  %viU  be  seen  that  the  con- 
vention  as  concluded  was  substantially  appro\'ed  by  the  representatives 
of  a  large  majority  in  value  of  the  parties  immediately  interested. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  js.  iS^s. 
To  the  House  0/ Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Rcpre^utatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  which,  with  the  documents*  accompanying  it,  furnishes 
the  information  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  i8ih  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Mareh  j.  1S4J. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  submitting  the  name  of  Henry  A.  Wise  to  the  Senate  for  the  mia> 
sion  to  France,  I  was  led  to  do  so  by  considerations  of  his  high  talent,  his 
exalted  character,  and  great  moral  i,vorth.  The  countr>',  I  feel  assured, 
would  be  represented  at  Paris  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Wise  by  one  wholly 
unsurpassed  in  exalted  patriotism  and  well  fitted  to  be  the  represenuUve 
of  his  country  abroad.  His  rejection  by  the  Senate  has  caused  me  to 
reconsider  his  qualifications,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  that  he  is  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  station.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  1]e  my  duty  to 
renominate  him. 

I  nwninate  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  to  be  envoy  extraordinarj'  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  in  place  of  Lewis  Cass,  resigned.  JOHN  TYLER. 


March  3,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I.-t  submitting  to  you  the  name  of  Caleb  Cashing  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  did  so  in  full  view  of  his  consummate  abilities,  his  unques- 
tioned patriotism  and  full  capacity  to  discharge  with  honor  to  himself 

*Corr»pandeim  between  Uk  rcDrcMaUIJvH  ol  toiciis  idvci aiDeoli  and  Ibc  L'mted  KIbIm 
nlBliweloIhropfnllan  of  tbe  UriffUwson  ticalici  ciivtina  wilb  fortian  BOvernnwDU 
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and  advantage  to  the  country  the  high  and  important  duties  appertaining 
to  that  Department  of  the  Government,  Tlie  respect  which  I  have  for 
the  nisdotn  of  the  Senate  has  caused  me  again,  since  his  rejection,  tc 
reconsider  his  merits  and  his  (jualiScations.  That  re»*iew  has  satisfied 
me  that  I  could  not  have  a  more  able  adi-iser  in  the  administration  <A 
public  affairs  or  the  countrj'  a  more  faithful  officer,  I  feci  it,  therefore, 
to  be  my  duty  to  renominate  him. 

I  nominate  Caleb  Gushing  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  place 


of  Walter  Forward,  resigned. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  March  j,  1843. 
To  Ike  Home  of  RepresentaHvet  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  copies  of  the  final 
report  and  appendices  of  the  joint  commission  appointed  to  explore  and 
survey  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  adjoining  British  Provinces,  together  with  a  genual  map 


shon-iug  the  results  of  their  labors. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Report  of  the  eommissioners  appointed  by  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  and  sunvying  the  Itoundary  tint  between  the  States  of  Maine 
and  New  Namfiihire  and  the  British  Provinces.' 

Hon.  Da«i8l  WBi«mi.  WASmsoTO«.  fanu^ry  ,7.  i&43- 

Secfttary  of  State. 
Sir:  The  operatlaiia  of  the  divisions  uuder  Uie  direction  of  the  severU  commit 
nonen  during  tbu  post  season  haxc  \yxn  as  follows,  viz: 

1. 

The  work  renuining  to  be  performed  t>y  the  divisioii  nodw  the  diiectioa  of  the 
ch&ixmao  of  the  board  was  «*  follows: 

1.  The  eotnplction  of  tlic  survey  of  the  Iiaeofbig:1i1ftiida  around  the  sources  of  die 
RiiROtulEi,  filling  up  tlie  gup  left  in  former  tiiirvc}*:)  in  the  line  of  Imundftry  elnimcd 
by  tfic  UTiitcd  Statea. 

2.  The  Burvey  of  the  line  of  highlands  rising  from  the  northern  side  of  the  Bay  of 
Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity  from  the  point  ^^sitetl  and  meaiured  in  1840  to  its 
couaecUon  with  the  line  aun-eycd  iu  1841  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Metis. 

3.  The  flstronxmiical  detemumition  of  Uic  longitade  of  one  or  more  points  in  the 
surveyed  Uncs,  in  order  to  the  compllution  of  u  gcognq>lueal  map  of  aad«m&hlc 
accuracy. 

Theparty,  whieh  waadispatchedotthcenrUest  pftwihlepcriod,  hivx-ingbeen  reealled 
t»ya  sjiecial  niessenger  as  soon  aa  the  signature  of  llie  treaty  of  Wnnliington  wos  made 
known  to  tile  commissioner,  no  more  than  the  lirst  of  these  objects  was  attempted, 
and  some  of  the  obsen'^tion?  that  would  have  been  coiuulcred  neoesaeiy  to  make 

'Tfaia-iwort  pmtter  vaA  Apnendia  No.  c  ore  Ifai*  onlr  ttortiOD*  of  the  oricfnil  Goal  leport  wblel^ 
f«n  ttf  fminil  TilrO  wiib  Ibr  >rchtv«  ol  IhecommlBion.  Tht  copr  o(  tbe  ippait  whlcU  wai  tnn*. 
millpd  to  ttiE  House  of  lti-|i[r*niT»tivm  i*  nituinv  fmm  Ilif  IIW  of  Ihc  FIdibiiF.     A  c^rvfiil  mrcb 

in  ibc  CovcinmcDi  libruie*  of  WaabioBtoa  wairants  me  in  nsMrtini  Ibal  Uic  rcjwit  tm  9e¥er 
been  printcA.-CeunLSB. 


John  Tyler 
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thU  sorvej  tueful  as  cndaicc  ta  caae  of  &  ftutber  dsKtusioD  of  the  subject  of  bound- 
■ly  were  not  completed.  The  expedition  luu,  boncrcr,  oblBiucd  for  its  rcsiJu  an 
Accunte  sun-ey  of  tbe  Gtveti  River  of  SL  Jolin  from  its  nioutli  to  tbe  portage  be- 
tween it  nnH  the  South  Bnach  or  tlic  Katawaiukcdsvick,  a  var\t:y  of  tliat  portftge, 
and  A  canful  chnin  «nd  compoMi  sarvc]-  of  the  highlands  suirounding  the  murces 
of  Rimon&lci.  The  first  of  these  is  connected  with  the  swrvej-  of  the  river  St.  John 
nude  by  Mfljor  Graham;  the  last  was  united  at  its  two  extremities  with  stations  of 
the  suc\-ey  of  1S41.  Throuj^hout  the  whole  of  the  sur\Tyii  tbe  httitudva  were  carefully 
determirtcd,  by  tlie  methods  employed  dtiririg  the  former  years,  at  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  point«.  The  longitudes  has-c  been  estimated  by  the  \xsc  of  chronometers,  tiut 
the  mddeu  recall  of  tbe  party  left  the  Utter  port  of  tbe  tiwk  incomplete.  Any  defect 
ansjng  from  the  laltcr  cf»i»e  ui»y  be  considered  aa  in  a  great  dcgrve  compensated  liy 
tbe  connccUona  referred  to  with  the  work  of  Major  Graliam  and  the  surveys  of  the 
previous  years. 

The  party  left  Portland  to  bike  the  field  on  tbe  18th  June,  and  rcuched  the  Grand 
Falls  of  the  St  John  on  its  return  on  the  asth  August. 

The  suipln*  Dtoren,  with  the  boat*  and  camp  ct^uipage,  were  Mored  there,  and  were 
af  terwanb  tjansieiTeil  to  the  pmtJct  of  the  two  otlicr  cumniusioucrs. 

A  map  of  the  opciatioDB  of  this  diviuon  was  placed  on  file  in  the  State  Departmeol 
on  the  27th  December. 

The  dIsUncc  smreyed  along  Green  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  portage  ia  57 
miles,  the  length  of  the  portage  5>4  mile*,  the  distance  measured  in  explorat'on 
of  the  temaininK  portion  of  the  Ixnindary  dumed  by  the  Uoitcd  States  61  ;j  toiics, 
making  in  all  134  miles. 


The  pavtiei  ander  tbe  lUnction  of  a.  Talcolt  entered  upon  their  field  duties  about 
the  middla  of  September,  awl  completed  that  branch  of  the  mtvicc  by  the  5th  of 
KovemI>cr. 

Ihiring  that  period  the  foUowiBg  rivers  and  streams  were  surveyed: 

I.  The  "main  St.  John  Rircr"  from  the  mouth  of  the  "Allcguash"  to  the  Forlu. 

3.  Tbe  "SoitthweKt  Branch"  to  its  aource  at  the  Uetjarmette  ])ortage. 

3.  The  "South  Branch,"  or  " Wool-as-ta-qoa-ifuam,"  to  j  miles  sbove  Balccrs 
Lake  and  near  to  the  exploring  line  of  1S41  along  the  highlands  claimed  by  Great 
BriUin. 

4.  The  "West  Branch,"  or  "MAt-ta-wa-quam,"  to  its  source  in  the  highlands. 

5.  Tlie  "Norlhwe*  Branch"  to  its  »ource  in  the  highlands. 

6.  The  "Big  Black  Ri'»er,"  or  "Chim-pas-a-ooc-ten,"  to  its  boutcc. 

7.  The  "Little  lihick  River,"  or  "Pas-a-ooc-tea." 

8.  The  ' '  Chim-mem-ti-cook  River '  *  as  far  as  navigable. 

The  eharader  of  all  these  streama  ia  the  same— 4ilack  water  of  moderate  depth 
alli-rualiug  willi  rapids.  They  can  never  be  iiavigatcil  by  anything  larger  than  a 
bateau. 

The  method  of  survey  waa  to  trace  the  course  of  each  stream  by  compass,  estimat- 
ing distances  by  the  eye.  or  by  pacing  when  the  nature  of  the  maigin  of  the  river 
would  permit 

The  nveraKC  distance  courseil  per  day  vraa  about  9  miles,  and  at  the  camps  formed 
at  night  astronomical  observations  ni>rth  and  south  of  the  lenith  were  made  to  deter- 
mine their  portion  in  latitude,  and  observations  for  the  local  time  to  escertain  their 
difTerences  of  longitude. 

Meridian  ofcsemtioiis  of  the  eim  were  also  made  at  a  point  intermediate  to  the 
camps  whenever  they  could  be  obtained. 

Thirty-lhTce  of  ilic^c  jminu  have  been  used  in  the  correction  of  the  paced  and 
csbmatcd  diatancea. 
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Tables  czliibitinf:  tlicse  obwn'iiUun*.  tbcir calculation  and  results,  will  accompaBy 
tb«  dcLijl'ed  iniip«. 

With  a  N-itw  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  joint  commiuion  it  va*  coooeind 
to  be  imponaiit  tliftt  Uie  inlcracction  of  Uit  parallel  of  46°  25'  wiib  the  SouUiwest 
Bninch  nbould  \ie  uAcertnincil,  as  also  tfar  point  on  the  Northwest  Brtiidi  [  10  milea 
from  tbc  maiit  St.  John )  wbvrc  the  boundary  line  from  the  outlet  of  L*ho  Pobcnaga- 
oiook  intcraectit  the  uid  branch. 

It  is  believed  that  these  points  arc  pmjected  on  the  map  which  accompanies  this 
report  bo  near  to  their  true  position  that  llic  line  indicating  the  boundary  ai  drawn 
on  the  map  tnay  he  conKiclereil  to  nuhsUntially  exhitiit  the  division  of  territory  u 
effected  by  the  Iflte  li-catj. 

Tbemore  thorough  knowledge  acqmml  through  these  explorations  of  the  chores 
ler  of  Uie  territorj-  which  hoa  been  Tclinqutsheit  by  the  United  Sinles  fully  confifins 
the  ojiinioii  previously  entertained  of  iia  Uttlc  value,  either  for  its  timber  growth  or 
for  ptuposes  of  ngriculture. 

Bordering  on  the  "Big  Black"  and  "Little  Black"  rivefs  the  growth  of  pine  is 
large  and  apparently  of  good  quality,  and  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the  atnallcr 
GtrcantB  falling  into  the  St.  Joliii  below  thr  "  Seven  Ixlunds  "  will  \ia  fuunil  fringeit 
with  pine,  hut  it  is  quite  certain  that  very  little  vriU  be  found  included  between  the 
hneaof  boimdary  and  the  highlands  as  claimed  by  the  United  States  to  the  westward 
of  St.  Frjtncid  River. 

The  office  work  of  ibis  ]>arly  tn  nearly  coni[detcd,  all  the  calculations  arising  from 
the  astronomical  obscrxalions  h.ive  Itren  niaile.  and  tlir  detailed  maps  (five  in  num- 
ber) drawn  to  the  >calc  of  1 :  jo.ooo  (or  nearly  1  .'4  inchea  to  I  mile),  exhibiting  the 
result  of  the  Bur^-eya  in  i34o,  1841.  and  i343,  are  in  such  a  State  of  forwHiducss  as  to 
insure  their  completion  by  the  middle  of  February. 

Thcte  explorations  and  8urvx)'9  cnihracc — 

t.  Tile  tiighl.iiidii  as  claimed  by  tlie  United  States,  extending  from  the  noTth«<st> 
enunost  head  of  the  Connecticut  River  to  the  portage  road  which  leads  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  River  to  Lake  Tcuiiscouata. 

a.  The  highlRndn  as  clfltmcd  by  Great  Britain  from  the  Metjarroette  portage  to  the 
source  of  tlic  ArooKtook  River. 

3,  All  the  jirlncipal  heads  or  branches  of  the  Connecticut  River  north  of  the  forty* 
fifth  degree  of  latitude. 

4.  The  St.  John  and  all  tta  principal  branches  or  trlbutarica  wcat  of  the  AKeguaah 
River. 

in. 

The  division  nntlw  the  dirpction  of  Major  Grnhnra  hnn  h«m  employed  dnrini?  the 
past  sen400  in  making  the  (oUowing  Hurveya,  viz; 

I .  In  prolonging  the  meridian  of  the  monument  at  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Crolz. 

9.  In  nuking  a  survey  of  the  Littli;  atudawaKka  River,  a  tributary  to  the  Aroostook, 
from  ita  mouth  to  ita  source  in  tlie  Maduwaska  Lakca. 

2,.  In  surveying  the  group  of  lakes  lying  noitJtwesI  of  the  Madawaska  Ijikea, 
known  by  the  appellation  of  the  £fig]e  I.Ake8,  or  tomettmea  bythe  aboriginal  otie  of 
the  Chcnplawgan  Lake^,  and  eipccinlly  to  ascertain  if  ilioae  lakes,  or  any  of  them, 
emptied  their  waters  into  the  river  St.  John  by  any  other  outlet  than  Fish  River. 

4.  A  survey  of  the  portion  of  Fiab  River  included  between  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Winthrop  and  the  river  St,  Jnliti. 

j.  A  survey  of  the  river  St.  John  between  the  Grand  Falls  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Allegniash. 

6.  A  survey  of  the  Alleguash  from  its  mouth  to  its  sonree. 

7.  Asurvcyot  the  river  St  Francis  from  its  moulh  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  St  Praacis. 

8.  In  making  aRtTunomical  ulMCrration*  for  the  l.ilitude  and  lonffitudeof  the  Grand 
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nvcr= 

Early  in  July  a  party  under  the  dircctioo  of  on  officer  of  Topograptikal  Eof^een 
traa  xitt  into  the  tieUl  and  directed  ta  occupy  the  moM  oorUieni  astrotiomicsl  aUtioD 
Sx«l  the  prccctling  year  npon  the  tnw  meridian  of  the  nottttment  «t  the  smvce  of 
the  river  St  Cioix,  with  the  ^new  of  being  prepared  to  complete  ita  tnce  to  the  north- 
west angle  of  Noira  Scotia  before  the  terminatioa  of  the  Mason  la  caae  the  pendiiig 
Degotlatiotu  for  a  convettttooal  botioduy  should  fftil. 

The  true  meridian  waa  in  thia  way  prolonged  to  a  point  19  miles  north  of  the  sta* 
tion  alluded  to  of  hut  year,  or  13)^  miles  north  of  its  intcrwction  vith  the  river  St. 
John,  Tvucbiiij^  tu  thv  Enimniit  vf  the  height  imtDctliatcly  »outh  of  Cmnd  River,  where 
a  pcniMDcut  station  was  ^cd.  llic  point  thus  fixed  b  90^  miles  north  of  the  monn* 
meat  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix. 

Thii  portiou  of  the  work  was  pcrfonued  by  the  13th  of  Auifunt,  at  which  period  H 
wa«  confcidrred  inexprilieiit  to  incur  the  expense  of  continuing  it  any  farther. 

A  party  under  the  direction  of  another  officer  of  Topographical  Engineer*,  which 
took  the  field  also  in  July  was  charged  with  the  surveya  of  the  Little  Mad&waAa 
lU\-er,  the  Eagle  or  Cheaplawgan  I,akca,  the  portion  of  Fish  River  from  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Wiathrop— one  of  the  Kaglc  g^'oup — to  its  d^bouch^  into  the  SL  John,  of  the 
river  St.  J<duu  thence  to  the  meridian  of  the  source  of  the  St.  Crouc.  and  finally  of 
the  AllegBuh  (torn  its.  mouth  to  its  soorce. 

Tlie  Little  Madawaska  waa  ascended  In  bateaux  from  its  month  to  ita  source, 
which  is  found  in  the  Miidnwa*ka  Lakes,  and  a  trace  of  the  river  wus  mftda  hy 
coursiog  with  a  compua*  and  estimating  the  di»tanoes,  which  were  cheeked  by  astro- 
notnicol  observations  for  latitude  and  longitude. 

Ihe  puttition  of  its  mouth  hod  been  fixed  Tiythe  surveys  of  the  preceding  yeur,  and 
obscr^atioaa  for  latitude  and  longitude  were  made  st  a  point  intermediate  between 
its  month  and  its  source  and  also  at  the  junction  of  the  two  lakes  which  form  its 
source.  The  trace  of  the  river  was  corrected  so  as  to  agree  with  the  results  of  these 
obscrvatioDs  before  being  laid  dtiwn  upon  the  map, 

A  portage  of  ^)i  nitlcK  was  cut  from  the  Matlawoskn  to  tlie  Kngte  Lnkea,  which  are 
ouly4X  miles  apurt  in  a  direct  line.  The  party  transported  their  WKK^tie  >ui'l  boats 
by  this  portage  aud  luunchcd  them  on  Lake  Sedgwick,  the  most  (onlhcra  and  largest 
(>(  the  Eagle  gioup- 

Thls  group,  which  is  oompoecd  of  the  Wintluop,  Sedgwick,  Preble,  Bear,  and 
Cleveland  l^es,  being  all  connected  one  with  anotlier  by  water  communications 
between  them,  was  carefully  iun-ey«d  by  triangulating  tbvm  and  coursing  their 
dunes  with  the  chain  and  compass,  except  those  parts  which  were  so  straight  as  to 
render  the  work  suSicirntly  accurate  by  sketching  tboite  poTtii>RM  lietween  consecutive 
points  of  triangulaliou  uf  uo  great  distance  aparL  Tlicy  were  also  sounded  so  far  as 
to  obtain  their  general  <Icpths. 

The  nuriey  was  continued  from  the  outlet  of  Lake  Winllirop  down  Fish  River  to 
its  mouth,  which  was  found  to  be  the  only  outlet  from  this  group  to  the  river  St. 
John. 

Lake  Cleveland,  the  nio»t  northern  and  dcepcat  of  the  group,  was  connected  ta 
po»lion  with  the  river  St.  John  at  n  point  1  miles  below  the  upper  chapel  of  the 
Madawflska  settlement,  by  a  chained  and  coursed  line  following  the  portage  repre* 
Bcnted  on  chc  map  %'A  miles  long. 

The  Allegnash  rvas  sscended  in  the  month  of  October  in  bateaux  and  canoes  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source  in  Ltke  Tclos,  a  distance  of  about  94  miles^  The  river  and 
)U  lakes  were  cotnsed  by  a  oompus,  the  distances  cstinwtcd,  and  the  projection  result- 
ing there&om  corrected  befoR  bdng  placed  upon  the  map  t^  means  of  astronomical 
olMtefvatiuns  at  ei^bt  intermediate  points  bclMcen  its  mouth  andili  source.  Thelakca 
were  triangulated  by  m»ns  uf  magnetic  liearings  as  fox  as  was  practicable,  in  order 
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to  obtnia  their  nridtlis  and  ecncrni  contour.  In  the  vicinity  o\  ChainhcTlnin  Lake 
use  hss  also  been  made  of  a  recent  mrvey  of  Mr.  Pwrolt,  n  survejror  in  Uie  employ 
of  Uic  State  of  Itliiinc,  to  whom  wc  acknowledge  oureclvca  itKkbted  for  tlic  aid  which  \ 
thb  poniou  of  hb  valuable  tabors  funtiabed  ua. 

Between  the  fauod  of  Lake  TcIor  and  Webster  PonJ.  one  of  the  aoorctt  of  the 
Bast  Branch  of  Ihu  IViiobacot,  tlu:re  in  a  porti^  of  vxtXj  t  railc  and  a  half.  This, 
togrtbrr  v^ith  »  »ma1l  cut  or  canal,  made  in  i  S4 1  to  connect  tlie  waters  of  I.ake  Teloa 
with  those  of  W-ebster  Pond,  enabled  the  party  which  nindc  Ihis  Him'ry  to  proceed 
iviib  their  boata  and  liu^^^a^e  down  the  Penobscot  to  Bangor,  where  thqr  and  their 
surphis  stores  wrrc  disposed  of. 

A  survey  of  the  river  St  John  was  nuidc  in  the  month  of  September  with  the  diain 
and  compass  froui  the  mouth  of  KLsh  River  to  the  Intersection  of  ttie  ineridtan  of  th« 
monument  at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  with  the  St.  John.  This  aun-cy  wu  aiter- 
warda  extended  eaaitwnrd  to  the  Grand  Pnlls.  in  order  to  connect  with  the  astronom- 
ical station  established  tbere,  and  westward  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  AUeg[uaah,  embracing 
a  diitlnnce  of  S7  miles.  The  islands  were  all  nuvcrcd,  and  the  channels  on  cither  side 
of  them  sounded. 

The  commissioner,  having  had  other  duties  assijjned  him  in  reference  to  the  qnes- 
tion  of  boundary,  did  not  take  Jic  field  xa.  person  until  September.  Between  the 
middle  of  that  montli  and  the  middle  of  December  he  was  occupied  lu  peifomiin|[ 
the  field  duties  assigned  him  by  the  Department  of  State. 

The  party  conducted  by  him  in  penon  made  tlie  citiononiical  ob«ienr&tion.i  for  the : 
determination  of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  Grand  Foils  of  the  St  John,  and 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Crand,  Creen,  Madawoaka,  I^h,  and  St-  Francis  rireis,  all 
tributary  to  tlie  St.  John. 

The  same  party  also  made  b  ourvcy  of  the  river  St.  Francis  from  ita  mooth  to  | 
the  outlet  of  Lake  St.  PriLncLi,  a  distance  of  81  mDm. 

This  river  was  coursed  by  means  of  n  compass,  and  whcn.Ter  the  natnieof  tli» ' 
shores  would  pcnail  the  diftonces  from  bend  to  bend  were  either  measnred  with 
a  chain  or  iiaced.  Through  the  greater  part  of  tlic  stream,  however,  tlic  impedU 
mentBofTerrd  by  the  thick  and  »imiill  growth  near  the  rfjurea  rendered  thin  degree 
of  minuteness  impracticable  and  a  resort  to  c&timating  the  diatsncea  by  the  eye,  wdl 
practiced  by  previous  actual  measurements,  became  necessary. 

Before  putting  the  tr»ce  of  the  river  thuji  derived  upon  the  map  it  was  adjusted  M 
cones|>ond  wiUi  the  results  of  astronomical  obscrvatioiiA  for  latitude  and  longitude 
at  twelve  iittenuctliute  points  lietween  its  mouth  and  the  outlet  of  Lnke  St.  PntaciS; 
ItstlircepriiicipAl  lakes,  viz,  Pettiqiiaggamas,  PctteiiiuA^^inak,  andPohenagaroookt 
were  trian)^ated  and  souuded  a.s  exhibited  by  the  maps  of  detail  yet  to  be  handed  in 
of  the  operatic  us  of  this  diviuon. 

A  proiile  of  the  ti%-cr,  cxfaibitiug  the  slope  of  tlie  country  through  which  it  flows, 
was  obtained  by  barouietric  observations  made  at  fifteen  points  between  ita  mouth 
and  the  bridge  where  it  is  intersected  by  the  Grand  portage  rond. 

A  connection  wn.t  made  with  long  Lake,  a  tributary  to  Lake  Temiscouats,  by  m 
Chained  line  from  a  point  on  the  St.  Francis  3  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Blue  River 
to  the  wc«tem  tlicire  of  I^ng  I^ke,  by  which  it  was  ascertained  that  the  sliore  of  this 
lake  approached  wiUiiii  31^  miles  of  (be  river  St.  Pranda. 

Tlic  outlet  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  wns  reached  in  a  distance  of  49^  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  St  Piancis  following  the  sinuosities  of  the  river  on  the  iSth  of 
October. 

A  enmp  wna  cBtAhli&hM  on  the  southwest  shore  of  the  lake  at  its  outlet  for  lh« 
purpott  of  making  tlie  necesaary  astronomical  otiservations  lu  detciminc  the  latitude 
and  longitiideof  this  position.  Ten  days  were  spent  here  for  this  object,  out  of  which 
we  had  only  three  tiiglit*  that  were  ftivoniMe  forolinervalion.  These  were  improved 
oa  far  as  possible,  and  the  results  obtained,  combined  with  those  oblaincd  by  Captain 
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Talcott'9  [MLrtic«oii  th«  .\'onhweetan<lSontbfTesttymiche«of  theSt.  Jolin.  hnvc  ftir- 

L  the  clciuciil&  for  I&yiug  dowii  npon  the  gcncml  map  the  Btraiglit  lines  whic^ 

'  Aow  the  bounding  u  it  is  required  to  run  twtwwn  tlw  hij^hluniU  aiul  tlic  river  SI. 

Joba  under  tke  tre&ty  of  184a.    Tbeac  furnish  datii  (or  &11  accurate  exhibition  of  the 

extent  of  tcmtor>-  included  by  tltis  portion  of  the  boundary  ns  lixcd  by  that  treaty. 

The  aooth  shoire  of  Lake  Pohcnogunook  formn  nn  angle  of  nbout  too"  with  the 
direction  of  the  stream  which  flows  froiu  it,  and  miuks  with  srcxt  ccrtaiuly  llic  point 
at  vrhich,  acconJing  to  the  lalo  trwjt>',  the  straight  line  is  to  be  contmenced  in  nin- 
Bing  the  boundary  sonthwestward  to  the  Nortliwest  Branch  of  the  river  St.  John. 

The  work  of  this  division  was  contici:Kd  with  that  of  Captain  Tulcott's  diriaion  of 
the  preceding  year  hy  noting  the  posiltion  of  a  common  point  on  the  westtm  shore 
tit  lyoke  Pohenagamook  licnr  it«  head. 

The  commixtioncruiid.  his  party  rrachcft  the  Grand  portage,  or  Brituthmililsry  road, 
where  it  crosses  the  rii.-er  St.  Francis  on  "he  ad  of  November,  and  connected  their 
work  with  that  of  Professor  Rcnwick's  divisioa  of  the  preceding  year  ikt  the  bridge 
near  l*ouruier's  house. 

Obierv.-itioiui  were  also  made  at  this  bridge  for  the  latitude  and  longitude,  when 
the  weather  was  favorable,  between  the  nights  of  the  2il  and  5th  of  November,  and  a 
connectioa  wa>  made  in  longitude  with  the  meridian  of  Quebec  by  compariKonG  of  the 
local  tinw  with  three  clironoinetcr!!  transported  from  the  dnrt  to  the  last  meutioncd 
place  between  the  6th  and  loth  of  November. 

This  comparison  was  repented  on  the  return  of  the  commissioner  by  observing 
against  the  St.  Francis  bridge  before  mcutioucdou  the  night  of  the  10th  of  December, 
with  the  thcmiouicter  ranging  daring  these  obstrviUioiis  from  11  to  15"  below  lero 
of  Fahrenheit's  scale,  there  being  then  near  4  feet  of  snow  upon  the  gmiind.  The 
oommissionei  then  proceeded  by  the  Grand  portage  road,  mid  the  mad  which  pmnuea 
themarglnQfTemiscountnLakeandthcviLlleysnftheMiulnwaiikanndSt.  Jolinrix'oro, 
to  the  moulh  of  Green  River,  where  on  the  night  of  the  lath  of  December  he  again 
observed  at  the  same  point  where  his  observations  of  the  39th  of  September  vcere  made 
vhile  aoceoding  the  St.  John.  These  completed,  he  proceeded  to  the  Grand  Falln, 
ftud  on  the  14th  of  Dccciuber  discharged  bis  party,  which  terminated  his  Held  duties 
for  the  Moson. 

Tit*  distance  aorveycd  along  the  new  lin«  of  bonndary  by  this  division  the  past 
■cnsonis — 

I.  Aloug  Ihc  river  St.  Jolin  Irom  themcrlcUiiiiat  thcTnonnmcDt  olUicuurccal 

th-t  9t.Cnnx  to  the  mouLh  ofLbc  river  dC.  t'nmvli 71  If 

a  JLIung  tlic  river  St.  Praneto  (rara  its  month  (o  ibc  aullH  of  il,ake  PobcBsga- 

wook , wK 

Total „ Ini 


JV. 

A  map  morlced  V,  on  a  K»le  of  n^cxi.ooo,  exhibiting  the  lined  respect iwly  claimed 
by  the  two  nations  under  the  treaty  of  1783.  as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  treaty  of 
1843,  is  herewith  presented.  By  reference  thereto  the  opcratiotw  of  the  several  divi- 
^aions  during  the  present  and  pre\-iouB  years  will  be  better  understood. 

For  a  more  particular  view  of  the  surveys  an<l  exploraCtoua  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  each  of  the  commissioners,  inclndi  ng  descriptions  of  the  fttcc  <jf  the  country, 
nangation  of  »ttcams,  etc.,  the  undersigned  respectfully  refer  to  their  respective  nar- 
rativcs  hereto  appended,  and  to  the  maps  of  detail  deposited  by  each  in  the  Depart* 
ment  of  State. 
All  which  ia  r«p«tfaUY  «.baiitui  ^^^  RENWICK, 

A  TAI.COTT, 
JAUiiS  D.  GRAHAU, 

Ci»itmisswturt. 
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/PBRATioHS  or  ncB  DrvtuoN  UNDSR  roe  dirsctioh  or  jamxs  KRKnrtcx, 

J.L.  D..  CUAiaHAN  Of  TUB  UOARa 

I.— Operations  during  (kt  year  tt4S. 

1.  At  ueailya  period  as  tbcrcwKsanyprobabilityof  the  roantiy  being  accessible 
two  Migiiieersi  were  (liiipotcbe<l  from  Uie  ciiy  of  New  York  for  Ihe  purpoae  of  expLor- 
iug  Uie  Rimoiuiu  River.  Tlitu  b^  bccu  crossed  by  tbc  commisaioDcr  late  iu  dia 
previous  tauon.  It  htul  been  uccrtniiml  thiil  it  took  itn  Kmrce  mucli  further  to 
tke  fouth  tlion  wtu  represented  on  iLuy  nuip,  iLnJ  tluit  at  its  head  would  be  the  great- 
est diSciiIty  in  the  iiitcudcd  rcseftictica.  It  was.  besides,  considered  neccsKiy  that 
Rkillful  bnatmen  aiid  pracUeeil  w-ocHbnneii  iJiuuld  be  eiigngeil  in  Caanila.  These 
it  waa  believed  could  be  found  ia  Qu«bec,  >ud  tlic  chief  of  this  detachment,  with 
ftn  appoiattBcDt  as  octiug  commiMioiicr,  wiu  directed  to  perform  tbU  duty  on  his 
route. 

This  (ktadimeiit  Accordinf^ly  left  New  York  on  the  23d  May.  Oii  reaching  Que- 
bec it  W3S  foiinil  thitC  the  proper  perxoiut  could  only  be  enjiinged  at  Traiit  Rivieres, 
A  delay  was  tliiia  occauoned  l>cforc  tbi«  part  of  the  dulyoould  be  performed.  The 
dt^tachmcDt.  however,  rcacbcd  Ritnouski  4th  June,  where  tfac  Miow  wtu  still  found 
npon  the  grouud  at»l  the  river  barely  fit  for  the  access  of  boaU.  No  time  hud  there- 
fore been  lu&t,  aud  the  rcconnoissaacc  of  the  livcr  vm  &ucccss£ulty  pcrfonucd.  The 
detachment.  After  pAJSing  all  the  esUtblishmentM  of  lumtxrcra.  extended  its  explo 
mttoTu  beyond  th«  lemotut  IsdiiLn  paths,  and  leaving  tl9  boata  petietratMl  on  foot 
Bcvcml  uiilcs  to  the  eouth  of  the  highest  point  of  the  stream  in  which  boata  could 
&oaL  In  thtti  progress  through  unexptoreil  groiind  a  I.ikr  wholly  unknown  wtu  difc 
covered.  The  results  of  this  expedition  were  embodied  in  a  tnsp,  which  on  cxami- 
Batioii  by  parties  furnished  with  better  means  w&a  found  accurate. 

It  wfi*  found  by  this  party  thnt  the  Rimoiixki  preftented  difEcultien  which  would 
forbid  its  ascent  by  a  patly  provided  with  iiturca  and  iustruments  for  the  pro»ecutioa 
of  a  Eur^'cy  along  the  height  of  land,  ami  tli.it  it  would  be  intpnictic^ble  even  to 
make  it  the  route  of  an  expedition  to  reach  its  own  source.  The  little  knowledge 
which  was  posscascd  of  its  upper  coarse  and  the  fact  that  it  had  probably  never  been 
explored  even  by  Indian  hunters  were  accounted  for  by  its  difficulty  of  aceesa,  which 
would  forbid  the  carriage  of  a  &uScicut  supply  of  provisions  for  consumption  durinic 
its  ascent  and  deticciit.  On  other  stri:a]ns  <li£Qcullies  of  tliis  sort  hsil  bertt  nnd  were 
AfterwAtda  overcome  by  the  use  of  tbc  bateaux  of  the  Penobscot,  of  greater  burthen 
ind  strength  thiui  the  birch  canoes,  but  the  continual  repetition  of  portages  on  tbc 
Rimiiuickl  furbude  Uie  \ise  of  any  vessel  heavier  than  the  Latter. 

2.  The  uiaia  body  of  engineers,  etc,  wa»  ordered  to  useuibtc  in  New  York  on  the 
iSth  May,  for  which  tim  2  a  vessel  was  chaitcic^l  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  them, 
with  stores  sufficient  for  an  expedition  of  five  months  and  the  necessary  instmmetita 
and  camp  equipage,  to  Metis,  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  experience  of  the  former 
season  had  shown  that  tbc  country  was  so  poor  as  to  furuUb  little  for  the  support 
of  A  numrrouH  party,  and  it  waa  believed  that  even  game  and  fixh  would  be  found 
fcaxcc  at  the  {luiuls  where  aujipties  would  be  most  needed.  It  wiu  thcrcfon:  to  be 
chosen  between  laying  in  the  supplies  iu  New  York  or  in  Quebec,  and  while  the 
great  advnntage  of  conveying  all  the  important  instruments  by  sea  turned  the  scale 
in  favor  of  tlic  foniier  place,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  ilcciMloit  waa  in  other 
respects  correct,  for  the  dangers  and  difliculliea  of  navigntitig  the  St.  Lawrence 
might  have  frustrated  altogetacr,  aud  would  certainly  have  matchally  delayed,  the 
coiiiniencement  of  the  mam  ttiirvey. 

The  soiling  of  the  vessel  was  delayed,  {nexpeclatiou  of  thearrival  of  instruments 
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from  Burope,  until  the  30tli  of  Hay,  wben  ■  miffictent  mi>pl7  (or  beginoltig  th* 
opciatioiu  urirod. 

In  tbe  meantime  Mr.  Lally.  one  of  the  first  uaistants,  wu  directed  to  proceed  to 
Bangor,  >a  Maine,  for  tiic  purp<Mc  of  proeurlng  boats  and  men  ta  manage  them. 
Tbcscvrerc  obtntncd  und  brought  duvra  the  Penobscot  toCastluc,  wlicie  tlieyirere 
nn  the  Sth  June  embarked  in  the  vessel  which  curied  UiertAof  the  party,  and  which 
bod  orders  to  coll  at  th«t  port  for  the  |>uTpo9e.  Tbe  experience  of  tbe  prerions  yew 
hod  manifested  tbe  creat  Buperiorily  of  the  bateaux  of  the  Penobscat  over  all  other 
vessels  in  the  nnrigntion  of  «hall«w  nnd  rapid  rivers.  I'he  phyiticnl  ennigy  and 
eotcrprise  of  the  boatmen  of  that  riYcr  had  also  bccu  knova.  It  «,-ae  believed  that 
it  was  not  only  eMcntial  that  a  coosidcntble  proportion  of  the  laboring  force  should 
be  American  cilJietw,  bnt  that  miKli  good  wonld  result  from  emulation  between  the 
baatmcn  of  the  Penobscot  and  the  Canadian  voyagcora.  Tliis  expectation  wo*  iti  a 
grrat  degree  confinned  by  tlie  result,  tor  nlUiough  it  must  be  ctaied  with  regret  Uint 
it  became  neceosary  at  an  early  period  to  diccborge  some  of  tbe  Americans,  the 
rcmsindcr  were  models  of  intelligence.  Mobriety,  indnstry.  nnd  pcrscTcrance.  and 
entered  into  the  work,  not  with  tbe  feelings  of  hired  laborers,  hut  with  those  of  men 
who  felt  that  the  interest  of  thcii  country  was  at  stake. 

3.  The  commiiiwimcr  did  not  leave  New  York  until  30th  of  June,  lieing  delayed  id 
expectation  of  more  inBtniinenl*.  A  part  of  tlieac  only  had  arrived,  bnt  further  delay 
might  have  been  injurioufl.  Proper  instructionii  hnd  been  gi\-cn  forwtling  the  party 
in  motion  in  ca^  it  could  be  organmed  before  he  joined  il,  but  tlit&e  were  rendered 
nugatory  by  tllc  length  of  the  vessel's  passage.  Thisdid  not  reach  Metis  till  7th  Jtily, 
so  that  (h(  enmmiwiourr,  orriviug  on  the  gCh,  was  iu  time  to  direct  the  firat  opeia* 
tions  in  person.  The  slorvs,  bonle,  nnd  inetrumenta  had  been  landed  and  partially 
carried  to  n  camp  on  the  river  above  the  fulls,  A  heavy  rain  on  tlic  loth  July  ren- 
dered the  rosds  olntort  impOMable.  and  it  was  not  till  the  moniing  of  the  iiUi  that 
the  fint  detachment  conld  be  cmUirked.  This  was  oompri»cd  of  [>r.  O.  Goodrich, 
the  usiatant  commisanry.  two  siir^-eyors,  ami  an  iiasLntant  rngincTT.  Tlic  first  was  in 
charge  of  stores  euffictent  for  six  weeks'  consumption.     The  surveyors  had  order* 

■to  Murvey  the  river  (or  the  purpose  of  connecting  it  with  the  lineof  exploiation.aiid 
the  latter  vriA  direeleil  to  make  Iiaronieiric  obNen.-aiions.  The  ooniraiiuitoner  and  Uir 
temoining  engineers  were  detained  at  Metis  by  tlie  neccMarj-  astronomic  obttervn- 
liona.  Thc-te  being  completed,  the  inntrumentK,  camp  c<iuipagc,  and  a  portion  of  tbe 
stores  were  embarked,  and  the  main  body  proceeded  up  tlie  river  about  noon  on 
the  istb  July. 

4.  The  river  wai  found  to  be  still  swollen  by  the  melting  of  tbe  anowson  the  high> 
lands  near  its  source,  and,  being  at  all  ttmea  rapid,  the  progwaa  of  (he  party  was 
attended  both  with  difficulty  and  danger.  One  of  the  birch  ranoe^,  altliongh  mnn> 
aged  by  a  akillful  voysgeur,  was  twice  npsel,  and  one  of  the  I'-avlly  loaded  bateaux 
filled  with  water  in  a  rapid.  The  result  of  the  first  nccidentwaxunimportAtit,  except 
as  reapcclc<l  tlic  personal  comfort  of  obl-  of  the  party,  who  loat  his  clothing  when  it 
could  not  be  replaced;  the  second  «ccident  caused  the  loss  of  some  valuable  stores^ 
A  guide  bad  been  procorcd  tn  tbe  person  of  a  Canadian  who  woa  soid  to  hare  acted 
in  the  same  capociiy  to  Caplajn  Broughton.  who  had  descended  tbe  river  bj-  order  of 
the  commixsionen  of  Great  Rritain  in  l&io.  So  long  as  the  sen-ices  of  the  guide 
Wtte  uoimpotlant  he  waa  found  intelligent  nnd  acf|uainlcd  with  the  country,  but 
on  passing  beyond  the  region  usually  visited  by  lumbering  parties  he  manife^ed  « 
very  scanty  knowledge.  It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  commiMioner  to  ascend 
to  X<ske  Mctii  and  thence  proceed  to  tlie  liclxht  of  land  by  an  old  portage  said  Co 
have  existed  frtim  that  lake  to  the  one  at  the  hcail  of  the  Grande  Fourche  of  the 
RcsUgOucbc,  which  Lad  been  explored  by  the  conimiasioner  in  18401  Lake  Uctis 
was  chosen  because  all  former  accounla.  and  particularly  those  of  the  surveyors  of 
the  'joint  commiMlon  under  the  fifth  article  o>(  the  treaty  of  Chent,  rcpre«ente<I  thU 
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as  the  body  of  wal«r  seen  to  Uie  nortlitwHt  at  Xbt  temitutioa  of  the  erploring 
meridian  lin«.  Tlic  gtiidc  sp[>carcd  to  coufimi  tliu  impreaitioii,  ajid  licld  out  induce- 
meats  Hint  l&\  i»  tlie  belief  tliHt  he  was  acqnntnlcd  witb  the  portage  id  question. 
The  nearer,  however,  it  was  approacbed  the  te«s  K«nied  to  be  hU  confidence.  WTimi 
t2icrc  appeared  to  be  aomc  rcaaoa  to  doubt  his  competency  i>r  liiH  will,  n  plucc  in  Uie 
river  was  teoclied  mhcrc  it  divided  into  two  brKnchesof  uenrly  equal  magnitude.  On 
inijiiiry  from  tlic  giiide  it  waa  aacertauncd  thai  tlie  easlcmmotit  of  these  was  tlic  mitin 
Mrii»,  theothcrthc  Mi»ttgougechc  (Riviere  nu  Foin).  Altliounhtbe  Utter  appeared 
to  be  the  moat  direct  course  to  the  boumlary,  it  was  siill  belifvivi.and  nothinff  could 
be  learned  from  him  to  tli.e  coiitiBry,  that  tlic  funncr  led  to  the  tcmiinAtitin  of  the 
exploring  meriiliiin  line.  Tlie  party  nf  Dr.  Goodrich  had  gone  np  the  Metis,  nnd  tt 
ms  neceaury  to  communicate  with  it  before  any  change  in  plan  could  b«  iiutde. 
The  commiasioncr  therefore  entered  the  mnin  Metis,  and  in  the  evening  overtook 
tlie  sur^-ej-om,  who  had  b«en  unable  to  keep  the  survey  up  with  Uie  progrciM  of  the 
bonis.  All  express  wn*  therefore  sent  forward  to  slop  the  bonts,  and,  the  party 
enrainpin|{.  iiHtTOUOiiiic  uliwr  vat  ions  vrcre  nude  for  the  dilution  of  thcdifficnlly  ia 
which  it  appeared  to  be  cnwiopcd.  A  detaclitncnt  was  also  sent  out  to  explore  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Metis.  This  rcuched  the  Lulcc  of  the  Little  Red  River,  and  from 
its  banks  took  bearings  to  what  appeared  to  be  the  greatest  niouutaiu  of  the  country. 
Tliifl  in  known  by  the  name  of  Pagan ct,  and  lies  to  the  southwest  of  I.JikcUatap«diac, 
fi>TTnin);a  pnrt  of  the  higlilaitdtt  wliidi  arc  »]  obvloualy  described  U3  the  lioundaryof 
tlic  Province  of  Quebec  in  the  proclamation  of  1763.  Its  height  was  repotted  to  be 
probably  3,00a  iect,  but  aa  it  lias  oppearcd  in  the  course  of  the  survey  that  hcighta 
In  that  region  may  easily  be  overestimated,  it  can  not  be  safely  taken  at  more  than 
3,500  feci.  The  rweult  of  the  i»Btr<inomic  ohntrvntions  seemed  to  Rhow  that  the  main 
stream  would  lead  luo  far  to  Qtc  eastward,  and  after  ituitUTc  deliberation  it  was 
resolved  that  the  course  should  be  retraced  and  the  Mistigougeche  asceiiiled.  The 
firrt  part  of  the  operation  wa*  attcaded  with  little  delay.  Half  an  hour  sufliccd  for 
reaching  the  forks,  whence  the  party  had  been  six  hout^  in  mounting.  Tlie  guiile 
also  stated  that  the  Mistigougeche  was  a  much  less  dillicult  stream  than  Metis.  Of 
the  compurati^'c  (scility,  except  for  a  few  miles  of  the  latter,  no  opportunity  for 
judging  was  obtained;  hut  these  were  so  diflicutt  as  to  confirm  his  ststenient.  On 
the  otlicr  hand,  the  former  was  found  to  be  much  worse  than  it  had  been  represented 
by  him.  Uis  knowledge,  in  fact,  was  limited  to  its  state  in  winter,  for  it  appeared 
fnira  n  nutMUjqueut  interview  with  Captain  Broughton  to  be  iloubtful  whether  he  had 
served  in  the  employ  of  that  officer;  and  tt  can  be  well  tmsgincd  that  the  ri\-er  when 
locked  up  in  ice  shouli]  present  an  aspect  of  far  Icsa  rapidity  tlinn  when  rashing 
with  its  springtide  \nolence.  The  Mistigougeche  was  found  to  be  intercepted  by  a 
fall  of  a  few  feet,  which  could  not  be  passed  by  the  boats  when  loaded,  although  tho 
Penobscot  men  boldly  and  successfully  carried  theirs  up  when  empty,  in  which  feat 
they  were  imitated  by  thevoyagenrs,  who  had  at  first  deemed  it  impossible.  The  loads 
of  the  boati  w-erc  carried  over  a  portage,  and  in  this  operation  the  chronoractcra  were 
foond  to  deviate  from  each  other,  •hawing  a  manifest  change  of  rate  in  some  or  all 
of  tlwm.  This  may  be  ascribed  tA  a  change  in  the  mode  of  transportation,  but  ws* 
more  than  coultl  be  reasonably  anticipated,  considi^ng  the  shortneju  of  the  ports^ 
(l,aoo  yards)  and  the  great  care  that  was  taken  in  conve^'ing  them.  At  some  dis> 
tancc  abo\-c  the  falls  a  lake  of  moderate  size  was  reached,  eoibofomcd  in  hills  and 
emljoirasKd  at  its  upper  end  with  grass.  From  the  \&s.l  feature  it  was  ascertained 
that  both  lak.fe  and  river  take  their  epithet  of  Grassy  ( Riviere  au  Poin,  nnd,  in  Indian, 
of  Mistigougeche,  or  Grassy  Lake).  At  thu  lake  lite  party  of  tlic  commissioner  was 
in  advance  of  the  looil^  boaUi.  A  halt  was  therefore  maile  and  a  party  sent  out  to 
explore  to  the  westward.  This  party  reached  an  eminence  whence  a  lake  was  seen, 
which  the  guide  stated  to  l»e  the  head  of  a  liranch  of  tlic  Rimouaki,  far  iljslaul.  as  ht 
averred,  from  any  waters  of  the  Kesligouche.     Subsequent  examination  has  shown 
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Hut  this  party  hul  nctiuilljr  rcaclml  the  liciglit  of  land  anil  thai  tbc  survey  of  Uw 
boui'dary  might  have  been  advawtafpously  commenced  irocn  iliU  point. 

Oa  Icavit^  tbc  bkc  the  hvcr  was  found  to  ba^-c  a  gcutlc  current  for  a  few 
miles.  It  was  then  interrupted  by  a  bcti  of  timber,  after  pawing  which  St  became 
A&  rapid  as  ever,  In  a  ahon  time,  bflwcvcr,  a  noble  sheet  of  water  was  reached,  bqt- 
Tounded  \>f  lofty  hills,  and  of  grcot  depth.  At  the  upi>cT  ead  of  this  n  place  w>a 
choaeu  for  a  stationary  camji.  and  preparetious  were  luade  fur  proceeding  to  the  land 
■urvey.  While  these  were  goitig  fonraitl  with  aa  much  dispatch  aa  poasiblc,  Mr, 
lAlly,  one  of  the  first  assistanls,  was  dctachcfl  to  xccoiinoitcr  the  inlet  of  the  \a.)t.c 
Darinff  his  absence  obserfaiion*  vw^re  taken  and  the  rates  of  the  chronometers  worked 
up..  Of  the  four  instrumenta  with  whidi  the  expedition  waa  fumiahcd,  two  had  varied 
fioiti  the  other  two  on  the  portage.  All  were  of  good  reputation,  and  no  mvana 
odatcd  of  detentunmj;  on  which  jwir  reliance  could  be  ptiaced.  From  the  rates  of 
two  of  them  it  appeared  that  the  camp  was  situated  iz  miles  to  tlic  northwest  of  th« 
tree  chosen  by  Uie  American  Borveyors  in  1818  aa  marking  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Actual  survey  has  sbowa  that  the  distaooe  ia  about  10  nilea.  The 
result  ifiven  by  the  chr»nonietcrs  was  speedily  confirmed  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Lully, 
who  reported  that  he  had  actually  reached  the  marked  tree,  well  known  tc<  him  by 
hia  rait  to  it  the  year  before,  and  that  tic  had  paimcd  for  a  couple  of  nulca  the  line 
cut  out  Buboequentlyby  Captain  Brougbtou. 

6.  The  ptcpArations  being  completed,  Messrs.  H.  B.  Renwick  and  I^Uy  were  sent 
out,  each  at  the  head  of  a  sufficient  )>any,  with  iiistructlona  to  proceed  together  to 
the  west  until  they  reached  watera  running  to  the  Rcstigouche  and  then  to  divide, 
Mr.  Lally  proceeding  to  the  northwest  en^'e  and  N.T,  Kcnwick  toward  Rimouslo. 
Each  waa  directed  to  pursue  as  far  as  posaibk  the  height  of  land  and  "o  rcniain  in 
the  field  as  long  as  the  supplies  which  the  men  could  carry  would  p<  Tnit.  They 
were  also  onlercd  to  mark  their  path  in  order  to  insure  a  sofe  return,  as  well  as  nl! 
tbe  staliooa  of  their  barometric  observations.  Each  of  the  laborers  was  loaded  witti 
56  pou&da  besides  bis  own  baggage  and  ax,  and  the  cugiuccrd  and  eurvcyora  carried 
theirown  baggage  and  instruments.  The  commissioner,  with  one  assisLan  t,  rrroatncd 
in  the  stationary  camp  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  longitude  accurately  and 
of  making  corresponding  barometric  observations. 

7.  In  this  place  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  the  lake  which  wa»  tlmn  reflched 
was  ascertuiu'/d  with  cvrtaiuty  to  be  that  9e«u  by  the  surveyors  of  the  joint  commis- 
tion  in  181S,  and  which  was  by  them  supposed  to  be  Lake  Metis.  As  it  fans  no  name 
yet  assigned  to  It,  it  has  been  called  upon  our  maps  Lake  Johnson,  in  honor  of  the 
American  turviyor  by  whom  it  was  first  visited.  It  is  1.007  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  lieing  more  than  twice  as  much  as  tlie  total  fall  ssaigued  to  the  watenc  of  the 
Metis  in  the  report  of  Messrs.  Mudgc  and  Pcstbcrstonhaugb.  So  great  an  elevation 
in  so  sliort  a  course  is  sufBdcnt  to  account  for  tbe  great  rapidity  of  the  stream.  To 
dlustrale  this  rapidity  in  au  obvious  manner,  the  Urcb  canoes,  which  on  tlie  waters 
i>l  the  St.  John  are  eas.ily  managed  by  one  man,  arc  never  intruded  on  those  of  tbe 
Metis  ta  less  than  twu.  Our  dcpa.rturc  from  Metii  In  lMiat.i  so  dccfily  loadeal,  as  was 
afterwards  learned,  was  considi^red  there  »»  a  desperate  attempt,  and  although  but 
one  of  them  sustained  injur)-,  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Krcot  skill  of  the  boutuica; 
anil  to  ihow  Uie  velocity  of  the  stream  iu  a  still  stronger  light,  it  is  to  be  recollected 
that,  after  deducting  the  loss  of  time  on  the  Metis,  nine  days  of  incesaaut  labor  were 
Spent  in  taking  up  the  loodetl  bonts,  while  the  aMistant  commissary  whom  it  became 
necessary  to  send  to  Metis  left  the  stationary  camp  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  aSth  July  and  reached  the  mouth  of  the  rivci  before  suutet  of  tha  same  d&yi 
after  making  two  portages,  one  of  a, ooo  yards  and  the  other  of  smiles, 

8.  The  first  day  of  the  operations  of  Mi'f'iTs  H.  B  Renwick  and  Lally  was  attended 
with  an  accident  nliich  had  an  injurious  effect  The  surveyor  of  Mr.  L.atly's  party. 
Mr.  W.  U.  Waller,  fell  from  a  tree  laid  as  abridgeacroasa  stream  and  lamed  himself 
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to  such  a  decree  u  to  be  incapable  cither  of  proceediuff  with  the  pwiy  or  ol  rctom- 
ing  in  tlic  Htaliooory  caaii>.  It  became  ncceasaiy,  tliereforc,  to  lesTC  liim,  with  a 
matt  to  atteud  him,  in  the  woods,  dim]  it  was  a  week  before  he  was  snlScieii'.ty  recov- 
ered to  be  able  to  walk.  Intelligence  was  immediately  sent  to  the  commiBsioDer,  by 
whom  the  asnsUiut  he  had  retained  xa  caiDp  to  nid  in  astroDOtuic  obscrvatioDS  vraa 
KUt  to  take  tlie  place  of  the  8ur\-c>'or.  Two  day^  were  tliiu  loat,  and  the  intcodcd 
aatfonomic  observations  were  far  less  niuaerous  than  they  might  have  been  with  the 
aid  of  a  competent  assistant. 

The  two  parties,  procccdiaif  together,  reuclitd  Ratawasikedgwicle.  Lake.  That 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  B.  RcdwicIc  immcdiaicly  crossed  it.  while  that  of  Mr. 
Lolly  proceeded  along  the  eastern  bank  for  the  purpose  of  ivaching  the  aourcc  of  the 
■tream.  This  being  attained,  the  party  of  Mr.  I„  pnrsned  the  height  of  land  as  nearly 
■a  poft^ible  and  reachetl  the  rxplnring  meridian  line.  Cro^ng  thin,  itoinc  progneas 
was  made  to  the  canwnrd,  wbt-u  a  fnilurc  of  prorisions  compelled  a  rctnm  to  cnmp. 
The  party  of  Mr.  II,  B.  Rcnwick,  proceeding  until  the  Rimnuaki  vra»  seen,  turned  to 
the  sotith  and  finally  reached  the  soutbcostrily  isource  of  that  river,  s  point  probably 
never  before  pressed  by  human  foot,  far  it  was  (ouu'l  to  eoiuist  in  a  scries  of  beaver 
ponds,  in  which  that  animnl  yrais  rcsiiling  in  communities  and  without  any  appear* 
ancc  of  having  been  ever  di!i.turbed.  The  lov  stalv  of  provisions  In  Uiia  instance 
also  called  the  party  hack,  but  not  before  e^'e^y  anticipated  result  hsd  been  obtained. 

9.  The  party  of  Mr.  H.  B,  Renti-ick  hsi-ing  returned  6rst,  itmnediate  preparations 
««re  made  for  descending  the  streaui.  Before  they  were  coiaplctcd  Mr.  Lally  also 
came  in,  and  both  were  assembled  at  Metis  ou  tti.  14th,  wlicncc  the  commissioner 
aet  out  instantly  for  the  river  Du  I,oiip,  which  had  been  cho»ea  as  the  base  of  further 
operations. 

The  circumstances  of  the  operations  up  the  Metis  and  Metis  and  Mistigougcchc 
bad  been  upon  the  whole  fnviirahlc.  With  tbc  exception  nf  a  single  tliunilerahower, 
no  rain  had  been  ex])erienced;  the  country  was  still  suflicienlly  U)nii>t  to  iiiMire  a 
supply  of  water  even  upon  the  rii!gc«.  The  sun  was  observed  daily  for  time  and 
latitude,  Biul  the  ntghti  admitted  of  observations  of  tlic  pole  star  for  latituile  at 
almost  every  camp.  At  the  sUitJonaiy  camp,  howc-er,  the  mists  rimng  from  the  lake 
obscured  the  horizon  and  rendered  the  cctijUM  of  Jupiter's  satellites  ind-iiible;  nor 
was  il  possible  to  observe  the  only  occultation  of  a  star  which  calculation  fend«»d 
probable  during  the  period  io  question.  Much,  however,  had  been  accomplished. 
A  river  little  known  had  been  carefully  survt->*cd  sonie  miles  beyond  its  junction 
with  abranch  unheard  of  by  geographers.  This  branch  had  bee  a  explored,  its  course 
and  length  determined;  a  path  nearly  coinciding  with  the  boundary  line  for  an  extent 
of  H6  miles  had  bccu  nicasuicd  aud  leveled,  and  regions  before  uuaccu  visited.  One 
accident  of  a  serious  character  had  occurred,  and  one  of  the  htboriiig  n.cn,  although 
■n  hont*»f  du  nord,  seasoned  in  the  service  of  the  Uudsons  Bay  Company,  had  been 
Modercd  nnfit  by  fatigue  for  further  duty  in  the  service;  but  with  these  exceptions 
the  health  and  sUeugth  of  the  party  were  unimpaired.  All  augured  well  for  a  speedy 
and  successful  completion  of  the  task  in  a  manner  as  perfect  as  had  been  anticipated. 

10.  Instniction;  had  been  transmitted  to  the  commisury,  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
that  a  portage  to  Katawnmkedgwick  and  thence  to  Rimouski  was  impracticable,  to 
Lave  a  vcucl  ready  at  Metis  to  transport  the  stores  to  the  ri\'er  Du  Loup.  One  wu 
in  couseqncnce  chartered,  but,  being  neaped  in  the  harbor  di  Rimouski,  did  not  rcadi 
Metis  till  the  19th  Augtist.  UTicn  loaded,  her  sailingwag  delayed  bynn  unfavorable 
wind,  and  its  continuance  prevented  her  from  rcnciiing  the  river  Du  X,oup  before  the 
39th  Augiut.  An  entire  week  of  very  favorable  weather  was  thus  lost  for  Ecld  oper- 
ations, and  it  was  not  even  possible  to  employ  il  to  advantage  in  obscr^-stions.  as  all 
the  chronometers  but  one  and  the  larger  i n«tniments,  in  order  to  expo*c  them  as 
little  as  possible  to  change  of  rate  or  injury,  had  been  forwarded  from  Metis  in  th« 
vessel.  With  the  one  chronometer  and  the  reflecting  repeating  circle  numeroui 
observations  were,  however,  made  for  the  latitude  of  the  river  Du  Loup. 

tt.  During  the  time  the  main  bodywasmgagedin  ascending  the  Metis  and  fn  the 
other  opcralHMis  which  have  been  mentioned  an  engineer  \ttA  directed  to  procic«d 
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from  Hetiii  nlnng  Ibe  Kerapt  roacl  for  the  piirpone  of  exploring  aloap  the  dividing 
ridge  bclwMn  tlic  waters  of  Uic  Baj-  of  Cbaleun  in  the  ridiiity  of  I^kc  MalApediac 
snd  the  St  LawTcncc  ThiK  lini;  formN  ihc  conliniution  of  that  claiRwd  hy  Itie 
rnited  States,  and  ia  important  in  its  connection  with  the  procUnution  of  1763,  but 
as  it  (tilU  nithout  tli«  Kround  wUicb  i>  the  subject  ofdi^ititlc,  it  vnt.  not  coDddernl 
uecessar>'lo<utrve>'  IL  Ttiehelghu  which  could  Iw  renclitMl  were  therefiirp  mcasiiral 
with  the  bAmmeter,  and  the  position  of  the  points  at  whii-1i  the  observations  were 
taken  referred  to  cxiMtiij;  mapa  without  any  ailcmpl  to  correct  Ihcir  errors. 

In  the  course  of  this  r-connoisaance  an  eminence  i  ,743  feet  in  height,  lying  lo  th« 
Mtitbeost  of  Lake  KUtnpcdiac,  waa  uccndcd.  Thence  vu  had  the  view  of  <t  wide. 
cpen  valley  extending  towsrd  the  Boalheast  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurt  and  bounded  on 
the  northeast  and  southwest  by  highlands.  The  former  were  pointed  out  by  the 
guide  an  the  Chic  Choc  Monntains  In  the  district  of  GMpe;  the  latter,  it  appeared 
beyosdquestion,  extended  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleim.  and  strike  it  below  the  Matapediac 
At  the  lAttcr  plac«  a  party  detached  down  the  Rextigoucbo  in  1S40  hod  meunrtd 
the  hdt^ht  of  Ben  Lomond,  a  higliland  tbing  abruptly  train  the  western  tennination 
of  the  Bay  of  Cha1nt*«  snd  found  it  to  be  i,'^4  feet.  Thus  it  appears  beyond  the 
possibility  of  doubt  -CoA'i.  a  chain  uf  emincncca  wt:ll  entitled  to  the  name  of  highUoda, 
both  as  dividing  <vateTs  and  rising  to  the  character  of  mountains,  depart  from  "  tht 
nerthem  ikorf  of  the  Bay  of  Outlfurr  at  Us  western  extrfviity,"  bonnd  the  vallej 
of  th«.  Matapcdiac  to  the  northeast,  and,  bending  around  the  lake  of  that  name, 
separate  iU  wat«s  from  those  of  the  MelJK.  Tlieae  are  deeply  cut  tiy  valley*,  whone 
diredicn  app««ra  from  the  map  of  the  reeonBOiaittllce  and  from  the  course  of  the 
tiihiitary  strcunfi  which  occupy  their  lines  of  "fffJiPTiir*  alopc  to  ran  from  sontfawest 
to  northeast,  or  at  rjght  angles  to  the  general  course  ot  the  highlands  themselves 
Hkm  liigfalaDda  are  obviously  tbose  defined  in  the  proclamation  of  17$^  and  the 
cocmusBioD  o^  Goremor  Wilmot. 

19.  As  soon  aa  the  necessary  instrmncnts  am\-ed  from  Metis  at  the  river  Du  Loup 
a  party  was  detached  to  survey  the  Tcmiscouata  portage,  n  line  known  to  be  of  great 
Importance  to  the  subsequent  tqwratlous,  but  whose  interest  has  been  Increased  from 
the  lUMzpccted  frequency  with  which  the  line  dividing  the  waters  touches  or  crosaca 
ft  Stores  for  a  month's  service  weie  tranHported  witli  all  possible  dispatch  to  Lake 
Temiscouata,  along  with  the  boats  and  camp  equipage. 

Two  scpante  partica  were  now  formed,  the  one  to  proceed  up  Tcmiscouata  Lake, 
the  other  to  ascend  the  Toladi.  The  embarkation  of  both  was  completed  9t  noon 
on  the  4th  September. 

13.  Mr.  II.  B.  Keuwick,  with  the  party  under  bU  command,  was  directed  if  possi- 
ble to  ascend  the  midille  or  main  branch  of  Tulndi  aiv\  form  a  ttationaiy  camp  at 
the  highest  point  of  that  stream  which  could  be  reached  by  boats. 

Mr.  Latly  had  orders  to  enter  and  follow  the  river  Ashcrbish,  which  enters  Lake 
Temiacouata  at  its  head,  until  the  progress  of  his  boats  should  be  Inlerrupteil.  The 
first  party  was  directed  to  operate  in  the  Grst  place  toward  the  west,  the  Mcood 
toward  the  east,  upon  the  height  of  land  until  they  iihonid  meet  each  oilwr's  marks^ 
The  party  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Renwict  was  directed,  therefore,  to  proceed  from  the  head  of 
Tulodi  and  reach  if  possible  the  head  of  Rimouski,  thus  formiug  a  connection  with 
the  line  exptoreit  froui  the  he^d  of  Mistlgongeche;  tluLof  Mr.  La lly  to  proceed  from 
the  head  of  Ashcibish  along  tlie  height  of  land  to  the  Temiscouata  portage.  Tlie 
commissary  was  then  moved  up  with  a  l^rge  amount  of  stores  and  halted  on  the 
numnit  of  Mount  Biort,  to  be  within  reach  of  both  the  parties  in  case  ot  a  demand 
(or  new  supplier ,  and  to  receive  them  on  their  return. 

14.  The  party  ^t  Mr.  H.  B,  Reawick,  having  passed  through  Ttiladl  Lake,  enteral) 
the  main  stream  of  that  name  on  the  5th  September.  The  head  of  it  hud  been  sees 
by  that  centlcmnn  in  Sciitcnibcr,  Ifl^o.  and  held  out  tlie  promise  of  abiindnnce  of 
water  for  navigation.     Thi*  prnmior  did  nol  fail,  tnit  it  was  found  that  the  slreani 
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had  imilMbly  nenr  Iwtore  twtn  ascended,  and  was  therefore  cmbarraased  with  drift- 
Hoo<i.  Al'tcr  cutting  through  Kvcral  rafts  with  great  labor,  a  place  waa  reached 
nli«re  the  xtreout  ».prAil  out  to  a  gitnt  wultli  over  beda  ol  gravel,  and  aU  further 
pfTjgreM  in  boata b(^atti«  imposaible.  It  was  therefore  dclf-miincMl  tofallHown  the 
stream  and  sacend  the  western  branch,  wrll  known  un'ler  the  imnie  of  Attagtiacinaah, 
ami  which  had  been  fully  explored  in  t&io.  The  n^solution  to  retiuii  wns  taken  oa 
the  tAh,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  9tb  the  beaver  pond  at  the  head  of  Abnjju^qiiash 
ma  reached;  here  a  stationary'  camp  was  estahlUlied.  One  of  the  men  had  wounded 
himself  with  an  ax  and  thirc  more  were  so  ill  as  to  be  unfit  for  aervice.  Thenujrheia 
were  yet  aufficient  for  short  expeditions,  itnd  one  was  immediately  fitted  out  foe  the 
beadof  Tuladi  with  provisionslofonnn  cache  for  future  operations.  This  expedition 
esplorcd  «o  much  of  the  tciglit  of  land  a«  woultl  otherwise  lin™  been  tlirown  out  of 
tlie  rt-Kuluronlcr  in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  asccnil  the  main  brandi  of  TulatU. 

15.  In  tho  mcnntimc  Mr.  Lally  proceeded  up  Lake  Temiscouata  nnd  entered  the 
Aahcrbiih.  This  stream  waa  aUo  found  very  difficult,  and  on  the  e>-caing  o(  the  jtfa 
no  more  than  7  miles  had  been  accomptisbcd  on  iL  At  this  point  a  siatiouar}^  camp 
was  fixed  and  a  detachment  nent  out  to  explore  the  neighborhood.  On  the  10th  Mr. 
T^ly  aetouttu  the  eastward,  and  struck  the  lower  end  of  Abaguaquaihijakeon  the 
afternoon  of  the  1 1  th  Srptcniljer.  Bcinif  obviauxly  too  far  to  the  aonth,  he  ascended 
that  Ktreain  and  reached  H.  B.  RenwJck's  camp  on  the  evening  of  tlie  lath.  The 
next  morning  he  pre>cccflcd  to  tlie  height  of  land,  and  after  twice  ciosaing  it  reached 
hia  stationary  camp  on  AsJicrbiab  at  noon  on  the  3iat  Septemtier. 

On  this  expedition  two  out  of  three  barometers  were  broken,  and  as  assistant  waa 
Hicrefore  sent  to  seek  a  freali  supply  from  the  stores. 

iSl  The  expedition  sent  out  by  II.  B.  Renwicktotbe  head  of  theTnladi  relunted 
on  the  13th  5c;  xmber.  One  of  the  men  came  in  scycrely  wounded,  and  those  left 
Bick  and  wouiuleil  In  camp  were  slill  unfit  for  service;  otliers  altw  werv  taken  sick. 
Of  the  luburcn:  of  the  party,  on^.-half  were  thus  lost  for  the  present  to  the  9cr\-ic«, 
The  engineer  in  command,  who  hnd  finished  the  ob»crvations  for  which  he  had 
remained  in  the  stationarj'  camp,  dettrmined,  therefore,  to  proceed  to  Meant  lliort  in 
order  to  obtain  men.  Previous  to  his  departure  on  the  I5tli  September  he  fitted  out 
•  second  expedition  willi  all  the  disposable  strength  for  the  pmpose  of  operating 
between  the  head  of  Tuladi  and  the  point  in  the  height  of  lai'd  where  Mr.  T^ly'a 
Une  diverged  to  the  aouthwest.  The  newly  engaged  hands  anil  the  detachment  oa 
Its  return  both  reached  the  camp  on  the  Abagiisqnaah  on  the  19th  of  September. 
On  the  3ISI,  all  amuigementa  having  been  completed,  Mr.  U.  B.  Renwick,  l«:iving 
Uie  assistant  commissary  with  only  one  man  lu  the  stationary  camp,  set  off  toward 
the  head  of  RimouKkt.  Thin  course  was  pursueil  fur  Kix  diiyv,  when  it  became  nrco- 
sary  to  return  Eur  want  of  provisions,  and  the  sLitiunary  camp  wsa  reached  on  the  3d 
Octol>er.  On  this  expedition  the  line  of  exploration  made  in  June  up  the  Rimooski 
was  intersected  and  the  ground  traversed  in  July  nnd  August  seen  and  connected 
with  the  suri'cy,  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  penetrate  along  tlic  height  of  land 
on  the  western  siilc  of  Rimomiki  to  it»  hcnd.  On  reaching  the  camp  snow  began  to 
fall,  and  the  thermometer  marked  18'  in  the  morning.  All  further  operations  fbc 
the  season  in  ttiis  direction  were  therefore  at  an  end.  A  portion  of  the  line  which 
dividea  the  n-atets  falling  into  the  SL  John  from  those  falling  into  the  &t.  I.nwrence 
rvRiiuncd  in  coiisequcncc  utiaurveyed.  It  can  not,  huwe\'cr,  be  said  Co  be  absolutely 
unexplored,  foril  was  seen  from  the  eastern  xidr  of  RimtUKki,  prvwnting  the  appear* 
Mice  of  A  fiingc  of  hills  at  least  as  elevated  as  any  on  the  boundary. 

18^  Mr.  l.«ily  haviug  received  a  fresh  supply  of  baromctera  on  the  ei,-cniug  of  the 
»Vl,  resumed  hia  snn-ey  of  the  height  of  land  on  the  a5th  Septemlier,  and  reached 
the  camp  of  the  oommisoary  on  Mount  Btort  on  the  >d  October,  having  aorveyed 
and  leveled  the  in  temtediaie  dividing  ridge.  Theparty  of  if.  U.  Ken  wick  descended 
(he  Abogusquaah  and  TuUdi,  and,  crossing  Lake  Temiscouata,  reached  the  mrk 
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reiMlezvous  OD  the  Stb  October.     Tht  interval  wns  sp«nt  by  Mr.  \jlA\y'*  parly  in 
cleoriDg  ■  qiacc  for  ft  panoramic  view  on  the  Kiimtnit  of  Mount  IliorL 

19.  The  comwissioner,  having  mperintended  in  peison  the  equipment  and  cmbar 
kftioa  of  the  parties  of  Mcurs.  U.  B.  Rcnwick  and  Lolly  on  Lnkc  Tciniscoiut«, 
Trturnetl  to  the  river  Du  Loup  for  the  purpote  of  making  tutronouiic  obnerntlium. 
Thv'H  being  completed,  he  vi&ited  and  conferred  with  the  parties  of  hiA  ooIleAgue, 
A.  Talcott,  esq.,  on  tbcir  way  to  the  height  of  land  Aonthco-it  of  Riunounislcii.  Here 
he  made  nrrangement*  for  the  junction  of  the  two  lines  on  the  Temlscouata  portage. 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  ca.nip  of  the  commissary  on  Mount  Biort,  ntid  there  niode 
pTovi»iou  for  Uie  completion  of  the  residue  of  the  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  portage. 
He  also  selected  points  of  view  for  the  use  of  the  daguerreotype  nnd  camera  lucida, 
and,  hcing  unable  to  do  «ay  mote  on  the  ground  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  his  appointment,  returned  to  New  York,  taking  with  hini  th«  earlier  records  of 
the  field  operaticnt  for  the  purpoae  of  organizing  the  of5ce  vot\k.. 

30.  Under  the  direction  of  Kr.  H.  B.  Rcuwiclc,  a  pany  led  by  Mr.  Lally  set  ofl  from 
Uount  Biort  on  the  jth  October,  and,  proceeding  weNtwnnl  along  the  portagi;  road 
to  the  ridge  of  Moant  rorudiit,  turned  to  the  south  alonj;  the  dividing  ridge.  Tliia 
being  punned  led  them  back  to  the  portage  at  a  point  about  21%  miles  from  the 
river  Du  Loup  on  the  loth.  The  dividing  ridge  was  now  fount!  for  Kome  disstance 
to  coincide  nearly  with  the  portage  road  and  to  paaaover  the  sumuilt  of  the  Grande 
Fourche  Monntain,  a  fsct  which  had  not  before  been  suspected  The  source  of  the 
Grande  l-'ourcbe  of  Trois  Jiistolea  having  been  headed,  the  party  reached  a  station 
which  the  commissary  bad  now  c&tabli&hcd  at  the  river  St,  Francis  on  the  Jjth  Octo- 
ber. Departing  from  this,  the  bojdn  of  tlie  St.  Francis  to  the  north  of  the  portage 
road  w^a explored,  and  the  vxrwy  finished  on  tlie  17th  October. 

Operating  from  the  St.  I^wmice  as  a  tioae,  and  williin  reach  of  a  cullivnicd 
country,  whence  numerous  roods  are  cut  to  the  height  of  land,  it  would  have  been 
poithiblc  to  h&vc  kept  tbc  field  for  i>crha{i6  a  fortnight  longer.  The  plana  and  esti- 
ninteii  of  the  division  liad  been  mode  with  this  view,  and  it  waa  anticipated  that  the 
height  of  land  might  have  been  surveyed  30  miles  to  the  south  of  the  Temiscouata 
portogc.  Although  this  would  have  been  practicable,  it  woiJd  have  been  a  service 
of  liardtthip.  Tlie  necessity  for  this  was  obviated  by  the  jimgre&j  of  the  parties  of 
A.  Talcott,  esq.,  which  completed  their  surveys  up  to  the  portage  on  the  same  day 
that  the  surveys  of  this  division  were  finished. 

23.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  latter  port  of  the  survey  was  performed 
from  the  time  of  leaving  the  river  Du  Loup,  on  the  jd  September,  were  far  less  favor- 
able Uioii  had  been  expcriencett  on  the  Metis  and  its  branches.  Tlie  continual 
dioagbt  had  at  the  bc^i'^niiig  of  this  part  of  the  duty  affected  tlie  streams  and 
apringsin  such  a  wny  as  to  rcnderna\'igation  difficult  nnd  water  for  drinking  .icart-e 
on  the  heights  of  land  to  which  the  survey  was  neceeaaril^  directed.  On  the  eastern 
side  of  Lake  Temiacouata  a  large  lire  had  extended  itself  into  the  woods.  On  the 
Temlscouata  portage  the  persons  in  charge  of  tliat  nmd  had  set  fire  to  the  Ikrusti  and 
wood  cut  in  opening  it  out  to  an  increased  breadth,  and  a  belt  of  flame  y>  miles  in 
length  was  at  each  change  of  wind  carried  in  souie  new  direction  into  the  dry  forest. 
The  camp  and  collection  o(  stores  on  Mount  Biort  were  thus  threatened  for  several 
dayt,  and  only  saved  by  gn-at  exertions.  Serious  apprchcnsioua  were  cuterlatncd 
Icat  the  return  of  the  parties  in  the  field  might  be  olwLnictecl  tiy  the  spitaiiiiig  of 
their  own  fires.  The  smake  of  this  vast  extent  of  combustion  obscured  the  befl\'eas 
•ad  tcadcred  astronomic  oli^tcnations  difTicull  or  prcv'cntcd  it  ahogetlii?r.  Finally, 
aseasonof  unprecedentc]  drought  was  do«ed  on  the  34lh[if  Septrniber  by  the  setting 
in  of  the  e<)aiuoctial  storm,  and  from  this  day  until  that  ou  which  the  survey  termi- 
nated few  bouiB  elapsed  without  rain,  alcet,  or  snow.  In  spite  of  these  obstacles.  It 
is  believed  that  tlie  State  Department  will  have  no  reoton  to  be  dissauslied  with  the 
molts  of  the  campaign, 
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93.  The  Tcsalu  of  the  ojierotioiu  of  tbls  dlvislou  are  embodied  Id  a.  map  aaa  pnv 
Rl««,  which  krc  bcrcwitb  prcKntcd.  The  degree  of  rcUnnoc  lo  be  placed  on  thU  map 
will  be  best  tiDdentood  frnm  n  (iL'tnil  of  the  meUiods  employed  In  fnepJirinK  ic 

The  river  Metis  and  its  brsnch,  the  Miittigotigeclic,  n-ere  surveyed  by  on  Bsimotfa 
corapou  of  SnuOlcaldtu  coostruction,  anO  the  disUocea  mcaanicd  by  a  microiaetrie 
telescope  by  EmI,  of  Municli.  The  courses  of  the  rest  of  the  lines  were  detcrtnincd 
by  oompasMS  of  nioiiUr  eonslnaction,  anil  the  difitancen  meajsurcd  by  chams  of  loo 
feet  constniicted  by  Dollond,  of  Londaii,  and  Brown,  of  New  York.  An  exception  to 
this  general  rule  exists  in  the  survey  of  the  eastern  tide  of  Kimooski  The  coareea 
and  distances  thus  measured,  and  corrects  for  the  variation  of  the  compass,  were 
compared  witli  astranomic  observations  for  latitude  and  with  longitudea  deduced 
from  chronotneters.  For  this  n^son,  as  llic  line  oil  the  cast  siilc  of  Riroocsfci  is 
mlaraat  iu  the  directimi  of  the  ntcriciia:i,  it  was  not  coiiMtlercd  ncccasaiy  to  lone  time 
in  iiicasttrii]^  it  when  the  latitude  of  the  several  camps,  dctcnniaed  by  observaUoos 
of  the  pole  star,  were  taken  nightly. 

The  latitudes  of  the  courses  under  the  direction  of  Ur.  H.  B.  Retiwiek  weie  deter^ 
jiined  by  a  reAecting  repealing  circle  of  Uollond;  those  on  Mr.  lily's  by  »  good 
acxtant.  The  latitudes  and  times  at  Grand  Hfetis,  the  ri\-er  Du  Loup,  and  the  ata- 
tionnry  cnmpon  7>litti|^ui;eche  ami  AbHKUMiuaah  were  principally  determined  from 
obsen-altons  made  with  the  Dollond  circle.  Lunar  transits  were  taken  at  the  river 
Du  Loup,  and  distances  of  the  moon  for  longitude  ot  Bercnil  places  on  the  liac.  The 
reliance  fur  the  long Itudea  was.  however,  principally  upon  timekeepers,  and  of  Iheae 
the  party  wnn  furnished  with  one  box  und  two  pocket  chronometers  by  Parkinson  & 
Trodahom,  one  pocket  cbrunotuctcr  by  Slulyucux,  oiie  by  Prencli,  one  by  Burrawl, 
and  one  by  Morrice.  Ttuis,  while  several  could  be  retained  at  the  station,  each  pai^ 
in  the  field  was  funiUhed  with  two,  and  the  meaaured  distance  furnished  a  citeck, 
which,  iu  case  of  discrepancy,  that  on  which  greatest  reliance  could  be  placed  luight 
be  ascertained.  It  is  sufficient  to  ssy  tliat  the  deductions  have  been  in  ^^nenl  sat- 
isfactory, althoufch  the  rou^h  motion  to  which  these  instnuncnta  were  subjected  la 
paaaing  through  pathless  woods,  embarrassed  by  fallen  trees  and  monuses  in  whlcl] 
the  bearers  often  sunk  to  the  middle,  caused  cha,nges  of  mte  and  even  sudden  varia- 
tions. Unccmuuly  ari^iing  from  these  causes  was  rendered  leas  to  be  drcadett  from 
its  being  possible  to  refer,  as  a  base  of  operations,  to  the  excellent  enr\'ey  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  River  by  Captain  Byfield,  of  the  Qrttlsh  navy.  With  the  geographical 
positions  gl\'en  in  his  cbarta  our  own  obacn'atlous  agreed  so  closely  as  materially 
to  confirm  the  Teapeetivc  accaracy  of  both. 

24.  The  point  which  in  thU  part  of  the  survey  has  been  kept  in  view  as  most 
important  is  the  determination  of  the  heights.  For  this  purpose  the  party  of  Pro- 
fesaor  Renwick  was  furni>Jied  with  the  following  baionieters: 

Two  loaneil  by  tlie  SuiK*rintendcnt  of  tlie  Coiut  Surv'cy,  of  hi.»  own  constrtiction; 
two  portable  and  one  standanl,  by  Neuman;  thrw;  of  the  siphon  form,  by  Ituntin,  of 
Fans;  one  by  Tiaughton  &  Simms;  one  by  Porlin,  of  Paris;  Utrce  of  siphon  fonB, 
by  Roach  &  Warner,  of  New  Vork;  twobyTagliabue,  of  New  York,  origiuallyonthe 
plan  of  Durand,  but  which  had  been  advantageously  altered  by  Roach  8;  Warner  in 
such  manner  as  in  admit  of  the  ailjufitment  of  the  level  of  the  mercury  in  the  cistero. 

The  stations  at  which  the  lower  barometers  were  placed  were  Grand  >Ietis  until 
the  rcttira  of  the  expedition  up  tlie  river  of  that  name,  and  the  river  Du  I,oup  from 
that  time  until  the  close  of  tlic  survey.  At  these  places  all  the  harometem  not  actually 
in  the  field  were  suapcndcd  ami  ffgistrrcd  at  the  hours  most  likely  to  correspond 
with  the  observations  of  a  traveling:  [laity,  jiny  at  6,  7,  8,  and  9  in  ibc  moniiiig,  noon, 
1,5,  and  6  in  the  afternooti.  until  as  the  season  ail^'anced  and  tlie  days  becaroe  short 
the  earliest  and  latest  of  these  hours  were  omitted.  Although  several  barometer* 
were  thus  cunslantly  observed,  no  Other  use  of  these  was  made  but  to  determine 
their  eumpari«on«  with  each  other,  except  one  of  the  barometeTSof  Mr.  Hassler, 


John  Tyler 


2IOZ 


Sup«nntciidciit  o(  the  Coast  Surver.  Tliis,  from  iu  ftupcrior  tioiplicily,  being,  in 
fact,  fio  more  than  the  orifcinul  Tonidlleui  experiment,  with  a  vcll-dh-idcd  scale  nod 
BiljasttneDt  of  its  o*  to  tbc  Burface  of  the  mercury  in  the  eirtem,  wa*  fonml  to  he 
most  certain  in  its  rctults.  All  the  barometers  u»e<l  l>y  the  parties  in  Uie  field  weie 
therefore  reduced  to  this  by  their  mean  differences. 

The  staUona  at  the  two  alMve-mentioned  place*  were  near  the  St.  Lawrence.  At 
Metis  the  hei|;bt  of  the  cLitem  of  the  Btaadanl  barometer  waa  determined  by  a  tpiri* 
level.  At  the  rivn  Dti  Loup  the  height  of  the  station  war  determined  by  two  sets 
of  obwn-atioiut  of  boroinetera,  taken  with  different  instruments  by  different  observ- 
ers, and  at  an  interval  of  a  week  from  each  other.  The  results  of  tlic  two  several 
•eta,  which  were  calculated  separately,  differ  no  more  than  0.5  of  a  foot  from  eacli 
other. 

On  reaching  the  highest  accessible  points  of  the  streams  on  which  the  parties 
proceeded  toward  the  hei|;ht  of  land,  stationary  camps  were  establtsbed.  as  has 
been  already  sUtcd.  At  these  seriea  of  observations  were  made  at  the  same  hotuv 
as  at  the  river  Ktationit.  The  lieiglit  of  the  fanner  waa  then  calculated  frunt  a  aeries 
ol  obaervationa  taken  at  noon  and  at  i  p,  ni.  for  the  whole  of  the  time  the  camp 
ms  occupied.  The  heights  of  the  points  at  which  observations  were  made  by  the 
traveling  party  were  tlien  deduced  from  a  comparison  with  the  nearest  contempora- 
neous obscrs-ationa  at  the  stationary  camp.  An  exception  to  this  rule  was  made  in 
the  ol^ervaliumi  to  llie  we»1waiil  of  TemLicouata  I,a):c,  which  were  referred  directly 
to  those  made  at  the  river  Du  Loup,  which  was  soRiciently  near  for  the  pnrpoB4?. 

The  height  of  the  stationary  camp  at  Mount  Iliort  having  been  determined  by 
sbaervations  continued  for  several  days,  the  level  of  Lake  Temlsconata  was  thence 
deterauned  by  uaing  a  »ct  of  lev«Ia  taken  with  a  theodolite  by  fireithaupt,  of  Cassel, 
in  184a  Tile  height  of  tlie  lake  Ihai  deiluccd  i.s  greater  than  it  would  appear  to  be 
from  the  barometric  observations  taken  in  December,  184a  It  had  been  imagined 
that  B  diScreocc  in  level  might  exist  between  Llic  St,  Lawrence  at  Metis  and  at  the 
river  Ihi  I,oup.  Four  daya  of  cnntemporaneouaolisrrvntions  were  therefore  tnnde  at 
each  with  a  view  to  the  solution  of  this  question.  Tlw  idea  of  a  difference  of  level 
was  not  Nustainrtl  by  the  oprnilion. 

The  heights  of  the  river  sUtions  were  measured  in  each  case  to  the  highest  mark 
left  by  spring  tide*,  and  half  the  fall  of  that  tide  as  given  by  Captain  Byficld  has 
been  added  In  all  csskh  tu  a  reduction  to  the  mean  level  of  the  sea.  Opportunities 
were  offered  in  a  few  instances  for  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  method  by  different 
bororaGtcRi  uneil  hy  different  observers  ot  different  days  on  the  same  point.  No  div 
crepaijcy  greater  than  7  feet  has  been  tlius  discoveieil.  In  other  ca»ea  the  aune 
observer  returned  and  observed  at  the  same  places,  and  here  a  aimtlar  eongniity  of 
result  has  been  found  to  cxbt. 

The  wTiolc  of  the  calculations  have  Ix^n  mart<?  by  the  formula!  and  tables  of 
Bailey,  lieforc  adopting  these  their  resulta  were  compared  in  one  or  two  in.'^tiinccS 
with  those  of  a  more  exnct  formnla.  The  difTcrencrs,  however,  were  foun<l  so  MnialL 
as  to  be  of  no  importance,  amounting  in  the  heightof  I,ake  Johnson  to  no  more  tlion 
5  feet  in  1,007.  ^c  original  record  ot  tbc  barometric  observations,  each  verified  by 
the  initiala  of  the  obterver,  have  been  deposited  in  the  Stale  Department. 

35.  The  paths  pursued  by  the  Iraveling  parties  were  markc<l  by  blazing  trees.  The 
position  of  the  barometer  at  each  place  of  observation  was  also  marked.  The  oper- 
ntton  was  a  search  fur  the  buunitary  line  in  an  unknown  country,  hence  it  rarely 
liappeoed  that  the  patlt  of  tlie  parties  baa  pur6u«:<I  the  exact  dividing  line  of  the 
waters  of  tbc  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Attantic.  but  has  been  continually  crossing  it. 
The  maps  herewith  submitted  and  the  marks  by  which  the  line  of  the  survey  ha> 
been  perpeliulvd  would  have  enabled  a  party  acnt  out  for  that  especial  purpose  to 
truce  the  lioimilary  on  the  ground  without  difficulty  other  than  that  arising  from 
Ihc  inaoessible  character  of  the  country. 
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36,  The  eommiskioner  can  not  epeale  in  too  high  terms  o*  the  industry  niul  pcfw;- 
veranee  manifested  by  the  engineers  And  surveyor*  entplojred  on  XXm  division,  And 
ill  particular  of  ttic  akill  &iid  ititclligcnce  of  Uic  two  fLrst  aAHistaQl!).  Cinrmnstancei 
luu!  pfwcnteil  the  receipt  of  porlsble  astronomic  instnunctits  wbicb  had  been  ordered 
from  Piuia  and  MunJcli,  and  on  instrument  formed  by  the  adaptation  of  a  vertical 
circle  to  the  lower  part  of  an  excellent  German  UiieoiloUte  by  Draper,  of  Fbiladel* 
phle,  wiw  found  on  itn  being  opened  at  Metis  to  hnv^  receiveil  an  injury  which 
renilerc'l  lis  accuracy  duublful.  Tins  wh<ilc  rclinnce  for  the  greatest  accuracy  was 
thus  thrmm  on  the  repealing  circle  of  Dollond.  Such,  howev'er,  was  the  addreu 
ond  skill  of  tbc  engineer  to  whom  it  was  intrusted  that  he  not  only  fulfilled  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  of  dctcnniiiing  the  ixudtiou  of  the  points  visited 
by  tlie  Imvcling  parties,  bnt  accnmplishefl  the  name  object  nt  the  stationnry  camps 
■nd  &t  the  river  stalions,  without  dckying  fur  an  huxir  the  upcrationH  nf  the  »urrey. 

The  duty  which  these  gentlemen  performed  was  nrdnou<t  in  the  extreme.  It  has 
been  seen  that  on  the  expedition  up  the  Hetia  a  sc<i«oocd  voyngewr  hod  been  worn 
out  by  tlic  severity  of  his  labors;  on  the  Tuladi  half  the  men  were  sick  at  a  lime; 
and  of  Mr.  T^ly'K  parly  twti  Penobscot  Indinnx  of  herculenn  frame  were  compelled  to 
return  by  extrunefuliKUC.  The  engineers,  while  in  tlie  licld,  were  even  more  exposed 
to  fatigue  than  the  InlioicTS,  for  they  carried  their  own  baggage  and  instruments, 
and  were  engaged  nightly  in  obaervation  and  calculation,  while  the  workmen  conld 
repose. 

37.  The  conuniMtoner  to  whom  the  survey  of  the  northern  diviaion  of  the  tiounit> 
ary  line  was  inLni£to<I  \va  to  express  his  scknowledj^ftnents  for  tlie  politene^  and 
good  nf&cea  of  the  nuthoritic*  of  Iter  nritnnnic  Mnji-sty.  In  compliance  with  his 
requt^st  pcrnii&^oii  was  granted  by  the  late  lamented  Ciovernor-General  for  the  admift- 
sion  of  a  vessel  and  tbc  enlry  of  the  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  iustrumeals  of  ihc 
party  at  one  or  more  ports  on  the  St.  L-iwrcncc.  Letters  were  addressed  by  the  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  the  colony  of  Canada  to  alt  the  officers  and  magistrates,  directing 
Uicni  to  give  every  facility  to  the  operations,  and  these  directions  were  obeyed,  not 
OS  mere  matters  of  form,  but  with  a  truly  hospitable  spirit.  To  the  officers  of  the 
Sixty-eightb  Regiment,  forming  the  garrison  of  Port  Ingnll  and  occupying  the  post 
of  the  ri\tr  Du  I-oup,  fis  well  as  to  the  oflicers  0/  the  commissariat  on  duty  at  those 
places,  acknowledgments  arc  due  for  numerous  attentions. 

II.— 0/)^»>i//ojij  o/iAtyear  1S43. 

t.  Of  the  task  originally  assigned  In  the  instructions  for  tbb  division  there  ic> 
mained  to  be  completed— 

(i)  A  portion  of  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United  States  around  tlie  heed 
waters  of  the  river  Rimouski. 

( 3)  The  line  of  highlands  forming  the  aoutli  bounds  of  the  I*rovince  ni  Quebec, 
extending  from  the  north  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  at  its  western  extremity. 

J.  Experience  had  ahown  that  the  portion  of  the  boundary  which  remained  oumr^ 
*ryed  could  not  be  reached  with  any  hope  of  completing  the  sun-ey  by  any  of  the 
Btrcama  running  into  tbc  St.  l^awrence  nor  from  the  waters  of  lAke  Teniisconata. 
The  Green  Ri\'cr  (of  St,  John)  was  therefore  chown  as  the  line  of  openition.  It 
was  known  Uiflt  a  portage  existed  between  its  boatable  waters  and  those  of  the 
Grande  Fourcbe  of  Restigoudic.  Tbc  plan  for  the  work  of  the  season  was  thcr^ 
fore  laid  as  follown; 

To  procceil  up  Green  River  with  a  party,  thence  to  cross  to  the  Bell  Kedgwick  by 
the  portage,  and  having,  by  expeditions  from  the  banks  of  thst  stream,  surveyed  the 
remainder  of  the  clniroed  boundary,  to  fall  down  the  stream  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs, 
anil,  ncending  thehiKhUnc!n]eft»ureil  in  1B4Q,  to  proceed  along  the  height?  in  or<ler 
to  reach  if  possible  the  northwest  angl«  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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The  work  h«iD|f  the  niopt  remote  and  diflSciiIlof  ncccMof  any  on  the  whole  boiiDii* 
aiy,  it  WHS  neoesaaiy  to  take  measures  earl3r,  and,  it  being  ajrpere'!'.  tbat  if  tbcy  were 
not  vigorously  prcseed  the  whole  summer's  wi>rk  would  be  ftnJtTvted.  pcnniKsion 
was  granted  bf  tlie  Secretary-  of  State  to  prepare  ntorM  and  proriilom,  and  tfae  ptirt} 
wa.-)  acut  furward  toward  )t^  line  of  opcratioaa.  Care  was,  however,  taken,  in  uon- 
formily  with  his  instructions,  to  ercure  means  of  cmtimunicntion. 

3.  The  tranaportatioa  of  stores,  e<]ui]jaf[c,  and  iiistrtinicnts  was  rendered  nnes- 
pectedly  casj  bj  a  stcamboal  running  from  foitlnnd  to  St.  John,  and  by  the  poUte- 
neu  of  the  British  conmi  at  Poitliinil  nnd  the  collector  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
CustoDia  at  SL  Juliu  free  catjaocc  was  pcnnittcd  at  the  Utter  port.  Tbcw  articles 
were  shipped  from  Portlnnd  the  igtb  of  June  and  und^r  the  charg«  of  the  tlOB. 
Albert  Smith  reached  the  Grand  l-'all*  of  St.  John  July . 

4.  Mr.  Lally,  first  assistant  engineer,  with  the  surveyor,  was  dispatched  by  the  way 
of  B;ingur  and  IlouUon  to  the  same  point  of  rendeivoiis  on  iStti  June  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  Ixmta  and  engaging  laborers.  Mr.  B.  B.  RcTiwick,  first  assistant, 
with  Mr.  I'.  Smith,  second  assistant,  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  chronometers  sue 
the  neeeMor^  astronomic  instmmenbi,  with  initructiuna  to  observe  on  the  meridian 
of  the  St.  Croix  at  Boulton,  and  again  at  ita  imcrscciion  with  the  river  St.  John, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rate  taken  by  the  clironuitieter:!  when  carried. 
Thcae  preliminary  operations  being  successfully  pvrforraed,  the  party  was  com- 
pletely organiicd  at  the  Grand  I'nils  of  the  St.  John  on  the  3d  July.  The  cner^ 
and  activity  of  the  persons  intruded  with  these  seveml  duties  was  such  that  this 
date  of  complete  preparation  for  the  field  duties  was  at  least  a  wcclt  earlier  than 
any  calculation  founded  on  the  experience  of  fortner  years  rciideretl  prohalile.  The 
commisstoner,  advised  of  the  negotiation  in  progress,  had  made  his  nrrangementa  to 
reach  the  Grand  Fnllsof  thcSt,  John  on  the  10th  July.  Being  directed  by  the  State 
Pcpnrlment  to  remain  in  New  York,  he  sent  orders  by  mail  to  the  party  to  halt  until 
fuither  instructions. 

5.  These  orders  were  not  reccivwl,  for  the  piirty.  being  fully  organtxed,  left  the 
Grand  Falls  in  three  different  detochincnin  on  the  4th,  6th,  and  8th  of  July.  The 
first  detachment  was  composed  of  the  survcyof,  Mr.  Bell,  and  an  cngtiieer  having 
instructions  to  make  a  sur\'ey  of  Green  River.  The  second  was  in  char^ce  of  the 
assistant  commissar^-,  and  was  composed  of  three  bateaux  oud  fourteen  piro^es, 
Cflnyii^g  Mores  and  cijuipagc  for  ihrcc  months'  service.  The  third  was  formed,  by 
th«  two  first  assistants,  who.  after  performing  the  necessary  astronomic  observations 
at  the  Grand  Foils  and  at  two  points  on  Green  River,  passed  the  surTcyiag  party 
and  reached  the  portage  between  Green  and  Kedgwick  rivers  on  the  evening  of 
the  13th  July. 

6.  Green  River  has  a  fall  and  rspi<]s  near  ita  junctiou  with  the  St.  John,  whifli  are 
passed  by  a  portage  of  i  %  miles.  At  15  miles  from  its  mouth  is  a  sccoud  fall,  which 
is  passed  by  a  portageof  S3  %-arda.  The  stream  for  thi.idiilanceoud  for ,<; miles  abovo 
the  second  fall  la  very  rapid,  ita  bed  being  in  some  reaches  almost  filled  with  rock». 
For  the  next  10  m,iles  it  has  deep  slill  reaehea,  HUi-muting  witli  grtiv<-I  Ixvis,  or  else 
the  river  fiowrs  over  ledg«s  of  rock.  It  is  then  intcmiptt.'d  by  a  third  fLill.  requiring 
■  portage  of  176  yards.  Thence  to  the  second  forlc  of  the  luke.i  it  hns  tlic  same  char* 
acter  as  for  the  last  10  railea,  except  that  in  some  places  it  Sows  with  a  gentle  cuTTcnt 
between  low  hanks  cox'crcd  with  alder.  Prom  the  second  fork  uf  the  lakes  tu  the 
southern  end  of  the  Green  River  and  Kedgwick  portage  the  stream  is  very  narron 
and  may  be  styled  one  continuous  rapid.  It  is  upon  the  whole  the  mo.st  difficult  of 
navigation  of  all  the  streams  running  intn  the  St.  John  from  ils  northern  side,  and 
approaches  is  its  cbantcter  of  a  torrent  to  the  waters  on  the  St.  Lawrence  aide  v-  th^ 
highlands. 

7.  The  poTtaae  from  Green  River  to  the  South  Branch  of  Kedffwick  is  sV  mile*  in 
length,  aud  passes  over  the  summits  of  two  of  the  highest  mountains  in  the  c«d«d 
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'ltstHct,ait««11a«>eve»]  ridges.  Xn  vessel  beavirrtb&n  a  Urcta  canoe  hud  ever  before 
.jc-n  carried  over  it.  It  therefore  b«  came  necessary  to  clear  it  oat  before  the  bateaux 
•nd  otb«r  heavy  Mtictn  could  be  transported.  I'iftcct)  extra  laborers,  who  had  bcco 
en^jaged,  with  their  pirogues,  to  carry  some  of  the  stores  from  tlie  SL  John,  were 
retained  to  aid  in  tnakiDg  tlii«  portage,  which  swelled  the  uucnbcr  to  twcnty-Mves. 
This  larj^  force  wtu  imluiitriouHly  engiiged  (or  eight  day*  in  carryinir  the  stores  and 
equipage  over  the  porta(je,  with  the  boats  and  canoea  teqaircd  for  th«  fattue  ope»- 
tions  of  the  party.  In  the  mcontimc  the  portage  was  surveyed,  and  a  great  nnmber 
o(  obscTvatioua  were  utade,  by  which  the  latitude  of  the  soutlicru  end  of  the  jxdla^ 
and  its  difference  in  longitude  from  that  of  the  tnendian  ]tne  were  determined 
witli  gnnt  accuracy.  In  addition  to  the  other  labors  of  the  party,  a  storcbcnue  and 
obserratory  were  erected. 

ff.  The  coiitiiiis»ioiier,  learning  tbat  the  party  had  left  tb<  Gnuid  Palls  before  his 
letter  could  bavc  readied  that  place,  addressed  fresh  orders  to  the  engineer  in  com- 
mand.  Tbeae  were  sent  under  co\-er  to  the  BHtiiili  jxistniOKler  at  l^ke  Ti>mi]icaaata, 
who  was  requested  to  send  tlieui  up  Grceu  River  by  an  express.  By  these  he  wa.t 
direcleil  to  stop  the  prtijtrejw  of  the  party  and  to  proceed  himself  to  the  rix-er  Du 
Loup,  there  to  await  fresh  instmctions. 

These  orders  did  not  arriTc  in  time  to  prevent  the  party  intended  for  the  survr} 
of  the  boundary  from  setting  out.  llie  euifineer  who  bad  hitlierto  beea  in  cora- 
mand  returned  to  the  St.  John  iti  pitrsusnee  of  his  original  instnictitins  and  met 
the  express  on  his  way  down  Green  River,  Tlie  comiTiisAioner,  heini;  sdrised  on  the 
13th  July  that  the  treaty  had  been  signed,  immediately  dispatched  a  special  mesaen. 
gcr,  who  jotucd  the  chief  of  the  division  at  the  mouth  of  Creen  River  ou  the  34tli 
July.  Me.-umreK  were  now  taken  fur  the  recall  and  return  of  Itie  inrty  in  Uie  woods, 
and  the  whole  division  wn«  assembled  at  the  stationary  camp nt  tbc  north  end  of  the 
portage  on  the  i  ith  uf  August. 

9.  The  party  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  retnaining  part  ol  the  boundary  line 
had  before  the  orders  of  recall  reached  tliciu  successfully  accompliilicd  that  duty, 
hsvinji;  connected  tlicEr  survey  with  points  In  the  sur^-ey  of  Uie  prerioiu  year  atid 
thoroughly  explored  the  culminating  point*  of  the  valley  of  Riroou&ki.  As  had  been 
antidpulcd  from  the  level  of  the  streams  seen  iu  1841 ,  this  portion  of  the  boundary 
claimed  by  the  United  States  is  more  elevated  than  any  other  portion  of  that  tine 
between  the  TetniKcouata  portage  am:!  the  nrirtbwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  Tbts 
(Hirvcy  would  Uicrefotc  have  added  an  iiupoitant  link  to  die  argument  of  the  United 
Statw  bad  not  the  question  been  settleil  by  treaty, 

The  party  having  received  iti  ord-fs  of  recnll,  all  the  articles  of  equlpmen'  which 
could  not  be  carried  in  the  IxjaL  which  lutrl  licen  launchcil  on  the  wntcrs  of  the  Rev 
tigouthe  were  transported  to  the  other  en<l  of  the  portage  snd  ^anbarked  in  pirogues 
sent  up  Green  River  for  that  purpose  under  the  direction  of  the  aasistant  conuuissory. 
Theengineenthensetoutonthctrreturnby  the  Bell  Kcdgwick,  the  Grande  Pourche. 
and  the  Southwest  Branch  of  Restigouche.  Ascending  the  latter  stream,  this  pat^ 
Tcoched  the  'Wagansis  portage  on  the  aist  August,  and  arrived  at  tbe  Grand  Falls  on 
the  15th  .A.ugust. 

The  descent  of  the  Bell  Kedgwielc  was  attended  wi'  h  greit  difficulties  in  conae- 
quenceof  the  low  state  of  the  waters.  Until  its  junction  willi  Katawntukedgwick,  to 
fermtheGrsndeFonicheof  Reatigouche.  it  was  neccwnrj-  to  drng  the  boats  by  hand. 

10.  The  detailed  map  of  the  surveys  of  this  division,  exhibilinK  the  more  impor- 
tant points  whose  altitudes  were  determined  by  the  barometer,  baa  already  been 
lodged  in  the  Department  of  State  under  date  of  37th  December. 

Although  the  interest  of  thb  survey  to  the  United  States  has  now  pasaed  away. 
vet,  OS  it  ia  probable  that  many  years  may  elapse  before  this  conntr}-  shall  be  again 
explored,  and  as  it  mny  still  possc»s  eomv  interest  to  tlic  nation  into  whose  undis- 
puted possession  it  has  now  fallen,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  the  methods 
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GFA'ERAT,  SCOTT  ENTERING  MEXICO  CITY. 

General  Winfield  Scolt's  milUary  services  to  Ihe  L'niied  St.ites  were 
iiniquL-,  ill  lli.it  Me  snw  atlion  in  three  wars — the  War  of  181i.  the  Mcxieaii 
War,  and  the  Civil  War.  In  the  Mexican  War,  he  was  given  charge  of 
tile  forces  which  started  at  Vera  Cruz  to  fight  their  way  to  Mexico  City. 
The  way  to  the  capital  of  Mexico  was  opened  by  the  victories  of  Moliiio 
dfl  Rey,  on  September  8,  1847,  and  Chapultepec  on  September  13;  and  on 
September  14,  1847,  General  Scott  entered  Mexico  City  unopposed.  With 
ihe  caiiital  of  Mexico  in  the  hands  of  the  United  Stales  forces,  all  Mexi- 
can  resistance   ceased.      (See   Mexican   War   in    Encyclopedic   Index.) 
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tmplo7«d  in  tb«  Mtrv«7,  for  Uk  purpo**  of  ahawisg  to  what  dngrm  of  fAitli  it  ia 
eotided. 

Th«  UtiCnde  and  longittide  of  th«  mouth  of  Onen  ttiwr  were  ftinisbed  by  Btajor 
Cmhon.  Tb«  three  portages  on  that  river  were  surveyed  by  chain  and  compu*. 
The  oounes  on  the  iiavlgable  puis  of  the  rlTcr  were  taken  with  a  compaaa  and  the 
dutnnwa  ineastircd  by  a  micromctrical  telescope  by  Rnil,  of  Munich.  Thia  iiutni- 
tnetit,  which  had  given  mtWnctory  rcmlta  on  Metis  and  Miflti)i[oU{:ec1ie  in  1&41,  waa 
Etill  more  sccurgte  in  the  present  sun-ey.  The  latitude  of  the  south  end  of  the 
KMlgwick  portdf^c  UN  given  by  the  plot  of  Green  River  on  the  original  projcctioa 
diJTcrcd  no  more  than  5"  from  tbatl^vcn  by  numeraiis  astronomic  observations,  an 
Bgreenirnt  >o  cloae  Uinl  it  might  Iw  nimoit  conaidercd  aa  arising  frum  liaftjiy  acci- 
dent. This  survey  therefore  required  but  little  correction,  which  w>w  applied  from 
the  observations  already  cited  and  from  tht»c  at  two  intermediate  pmnts. 

The  survey  of  Kedgwicle  portage  was  performed  with  chain  and  compaaa..  In  the 
wooda  bctvrcen  Ibc  Bell  Kcdgwick  and  the  boundary  and  along  the  whole  line  of 
■orvcy  the  same  method  was  used,  obscrvatioua  for  time  and  latitude  being  also 
taken  whenever  the  weather  permitted.  A*  the  line*  intersected  thote  of  the  Inst 
year,  it  con  now  be  6tated  that  every  part  of  the  boundary  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  from  the  height  of  land  on  the  Temltconata  porta^  which  divide*  thevrxtcnt 
of  the  Green  River  of  the  St.  l,awrcnce  from  those  of  the  St.  I'rancis  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  its  connections  with  the  St.  Lawrence  nnd  Lnltc  Tcm- 
bcnutabytheTemiacouataportaite,  and  with  ttie  Sc  I^wrence  a  second  time  by  the 
Uetiasad  Mistigongeche,  and  with  the  SL  John  by  Green  River,  haa  been  actually 
Burreyed.  Thia  result  ui  one  that  neitlicr  the  Department  in  it»  original  inalmc- 
tiona  nor  the  conmiiuioner  on  his  first  view  of  the  country  had  eonterapUted.  In 
stating  this  the  commissioner  feels  it  his  duty  to  acknowledge  bu  obligations  to  the 
untiring  zeal  and  energy  of  ttie  gentlemen  who  have  acted  under  his  orders,  and 
especially  to  bia  two  firvt  assistauts,  who,  entering  upon  duties  of  an  entirely  novel 
character,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  countrj-,  have  in  the  cour<  i>f  the 
operations  of  two  years  acemnulated  under  the  most  disadvantageous  circumstances 
a  stock  of  observations  which  for  number  and  accuracy  may  compare  with  tlioec 
taken  with  every  convenience  at  hanil  by  tlie  moKt  practiced  witronoment. 

In  addition  to  tlie  latitude  of  numerous  points  determined  avtroaomically  by  the 
party  engaged  in  surveying  the  line  through  the  woods,  the  latitude  of  a  point  near 
the  fouUiem  end  of  Green  River  and  Kedgwiek  has  been  determined  by  eighty-six 
altitudes  of  sun  and  stars  token  with  a  repestiug  and  leRccting  circle. 

The  whole  number  of  altitudes  of  sun  and  stars  taken  during  the  expedition  for 
time  and  latitude  was  806b 

m. 

t.  The  operations  of  this  dinsion  during  the  three  seasons  which  it  has  been 
engaged  in  field  ilutics  have  given  a  view  of  nearly  every  part  of  the  country  which 
has  now  been  ceded  to  Great  Briuin  to  the  north  of  the  St  John  River  and  the 
Tcmiscouota  portage.  Daring  the  year  i34o  the  commissioner  proceeded  in  person 
by  the  wagansis  of  Grand  River  to  the  waters  of  the  Hay  of  Chaleurs,  ascended 
the  Grande  Fourche  of  the  Rcstigonche  to  Lake  Kedgwick,  snd  then  traversed  the 
country  from  that  lake  to  the  TuUiIi  by  a  route  never  before  explored.  In  1S4 1  the 
Rlniouski  and  Metis  were  both  ascended — the  first  to  llie  limits  of  its  navigation  by 
canoes,  the  latter  to  the  lake  in  which  the  waters  of  it*  werterii  bmuch  are  fint  col- 
lected. Prom  thia  lake  lines  of  suc^-ey  repcxtcilly  erossing  the  boundary  claimed  by 
the  Uniteil  States  were  extended  to  a  great  di^tnncc  i  n  both  ilirectiona.  The  opera- 
tionit  of  the  year  were  dosed  by  a  surrey  of  so  much  of  the  boundary  as  incloses  the 
U»ln  of  Lake  TemttvroiuU  and  intersect  so  frequently  tlie  great  (lortage.  These 
latter  «iT^'*y«  covered  in  some  degree  the  exploration p  of  one  of  the  parties  in  1840, 
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which,  therefore,  nre  nol  quoted  aa  x  part  of  the  work  ol  tlwt  year.  In  184.2  the  val- 
ley of  Green  Kix-er  was  explnred,  that  «treamwtu  cnrefully  surveyed,  nni}  the  remun- 
dcr  of  the  boundary  line  diiriding  tlic  souicea  of  Rimouski  from  those  of  Crcco 
River  anil  the  eoKtrrn  bntnchcs  of  Tuliidi  run  out  with  chitin  and  compass. 

In  thcM  socveya  and  exploratious  the  character  of  the  country,  its  soil,  climntc, 
md  nstorel  productions,  hnvc  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  may  be  stAleil  with 
full  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  facts. 

3.  Beginning  on  the  aouthem  side  of  the  ced^  territory,  the  left  hftnk  of  the  St. 
John  t.i  for  a  frw  niites  fibovt  the  Grand  Falls  uiicultivateil  and  apparently  haiTcn. 
Thenee  to  the  confluence  of  the  Madawnslca  it  presents  a  continuefJ  seitlemcnt  upon 
land  of  good  qua.lity,  producing  large  crops  of  potatoes  and  gross.  It  at.%0  )-icldl 
wbei.t,  oats,  and  barley,  but  the  crops  ore  neither  sbundant  nor  certain.  The  Iklada- 
iFoekft  River  presents  hut  few  attempts  nt  settlement  on  either  of  its  hanlu.  It<  left 
bank  is  ri:prcacntcd  to  be  generally  barren,  but  some  good  land  b  said  to  exist  on  its 
Bouthweiitem  side.  The  shares  of  l^ke  Temiscouata  arc  eitlier  rocky  or  onnpourf 
of  a  light,  gravelly  soil,  which  is  no  poor  that  it  vrill  not  r«pay  the  labor  of  cidtiva- 
tion,  even  when  newly  cleared,  without  the  aid  of  manure.  Some  tolerable  meadows 
■re  found,  which  are  at  the  moment  highly  valued  In  consequence  of  a  demand  for 
forage  by  the  Dritifeh  troops.  The  valky  of  Grceu  River  baa  in  some  plai:e!i  upon 
its  banks  ititcrvaU  of  level  allurium  which  might  be  improved  as  incadowB,  and  It 
has  been  represented  as  being  in  geneml  fertile.  A  dose  eaatni  nation  has  not  coo- 
finned  thb  imprcssioa. 

Mr.  Lally  reports  tliat— 

"In  theT«lleyof  Green  River  there  are  some  tracts  of  land  capable  of  cultivation, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  a  haid,  rocky  soil,  covered  with  a  growth  of  poplsi 
mnd  trees  of  tliat  description.  Sotne  of  the  most  desirable  spots  for  farms  b^  been 
formerly  taken  up  by  settlers  from  the  Modawaska  scttlctucut,  but  although  tlir  land 
is  8fi  gooil  as  tlint  on  the  river  St.  John,  they  were  obliged  lo  abandon  their  cleaiinga 
on  account  of  the  early  frosts  ond  the  black  flies.  It  can  hardly  be  conceived  that 
the  latter  would  1k  a  siifRcient  cnu.se  for  leaving  valuable  land  to  waste,  but  such 
is  the  fact,  na  I  have  been  informed  by  some  of  those  who  made  the  attempt  to  Mttle, 
and  I  can  well  believe  it  from  my  own  cupericnce  tliere." 

3.  Thecxplonttionsof  1840,  inwhich  the  ground  lying  between  the  western  souicea 
of  Green  Ki\*er  and  Squattuck,  a  branch  of  Tuladi,  was  traversed,  showed  a  consld- 
crnblc  cstcnt  of  better  land  than  any  other  in  tltc  ceded  territory-.  The  commis- 
sioner traveled  for  a  £)art  of  two  days  along  ataI>le-!ajidor  no  great  ele%-at ion,  on vered 
with  rack,  maple,  nnrl  a  thick  undergrowth  of  moowrwooil,  Iwilb  snid  to  be  sign*  of 
good  .loil;  of  this  there  niay  \>e.  fium  acven  to  ten  thouivind  acres,  and  it  is  a  far 
larger  body  of  tillable  La.ad  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  country 
north  of  the  settlements  on  the  St,  John. 

4.  Ity  far  Uie  ifreater  [lortion  of  the  territory  in  (juestion  is  composed  of  the  high- 
lands in  which  the  streams  that  flow  to  the  St.  L«wrencc  and  the  Atlantic  take  their 
rise.  Witli  hut  three  exceptions  no  part  of  this  is  less  than  1,000  feet  above  the  lewd 
of  tlie  sea.  It  is  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  small  lakes,  cedar  and  aider  iwanips,  and 
ridges  covered  with  a  tliick  but  small  growth  of  fir  and  spruce,  or,  more  rarely,  of 
birch.     No  portion  of  it  appears  lo  be  fit  for  tillage. 

5.  In  n?spcct  lo  timlier.  it  wosfmiml  that  the  ^\v.<e.  the  only  tiwe  considered  of  any 
TbIuc,  ccoacd  to  grow  in  rising  from  the  SL  Lawrence  at  less  than  1,000  feet  above 
tlic  level  of  the  sea.  Only  one  extetuive  tract  of  pine  was  seen  by  any  of  tl)e  parlie«; 
this  lies  around  the  sourees  of  the  St.  Fmncls,  and  mny  cover  three  or  four  thousand 
acres.  Thi»  river,  however,  discharges  itself  from  I^ke  SU  Francis  through  a  bed  of 
bowlder*,  and  is  sometimes  wholly  lost  to  the  view.  This  tract,  Ihereforv,  although 
repeatedly  vxaoiiued  by  the  proprietors  of  sawmills  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  die 
St  John,  has  been  liitliertu  found  inacce^ble.     The  pine  timber  on  the  M-igniory  of 
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T«inii«oiulii  hR«  been  in  »  ^rcal  decree  rat  oB  or  liurnl  by  fir?s  InUiewooda  Tbere 
i»  ittiU  (Knue  timber  on  the  watera  of  Squattitdc,  but  it  tus  b««n  ditniniflhcd  by  tw9 
or  Uirv«  yrars  of  active  lumbering,  wliile  tfaot  itround  Tuliidi,  if  it  were  rver  abnn- 
dntit,  lifts  dtMpp<4ired.  It  woiil<),  howercr,  appear  from  report  that  tm  the  mtcra  ol 
the  Ncirtli  Braiirli  of  RestiKTiudic  to  the  ccuitwanl  of  tJic  cxploriitK  meridian  llicre  \% 
some  valuable  timber.  This  is  tbc  only  portion  of  tlie  distnct  which  has  not  been 
explored. 

&  Aa  ti>  the  vaUev  of  Gr«en  River,  the  engineer  who  baa  already  been  quoted 
Rports  as  follows; 

"This  river  ha.t  had  the  reputation  of  having  on  it  larfce  qnandtiea  of  pine  timber, 
bnt  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  it  is  small  and  rather  sparsely  scstterrd  slong 
the  slopes  of  the  ridges.  Above  the  third  falla  of  the  river,  which  are  rather  more 
than  }p  miles  from  tta  mouth,  there  Is  scarcely  any  to  be  9cen.  Some  of  the  Mada- 
muku  cettlem.  who  have  explored  iieaily  every  tributary  of  the  river,  rejiort  that 
there  ts  gjood  timber  on  6onie  of  them.  Jud^itg  from  the  language  that  thry  used 
in  reUtion  to  some  tlmt  I  jaw  myself.  I  infer  that  what  they  call  good  would  not  be 
■0  «onaidefed  by  the  lumbennen  of  the  PenobscoL  The  people  who  lumber  in  this 
vicinity  do  it  on  a  snuU  scale  nhco  compared  with  the  operators  ia  Maine.  Tbcy 
rarely  uac  more  than  two  horses  to  draw  their  lumber  to  the  stream,  so  that  a  tract 
which  would  not  afford  more  than  a  month's  work  to  an  extensive  operator  would 
keep  one  of  th«c  people  employe"!  for  year*." 

7.  As  respects  climate,  the  country  would  be  considered  unfit  for  habitation  by 
those  accustomed  to  the  climates  even  of  the  southern  parts  of  Maine  ancl  of  New 
Hampshire.  Frosts  continue  on  the  St.  John  until  late  in  May,  and  set  in  early  in 
September.  In  \%\a  ioe  was  found  on  the  Grvnit  River  on  the;  ]3th  of  thut  month, 
and  snow  fell  in  tlie  drst  week  of  Oclulier  on  Lake  Tciubcouata.  lu  the  highland 
Rgion  during  the  last  week  of  July,  although  the  thermometer  rose  above  80'*,  and 
was  once  above  90°,  white  frost  was  formed  every  clear  night.  Upon  the  whole, 
llicrcfore,  it  may  he  conduiled  thai  there  is  little  in  this  country  calculated  to  attract 
either  settters  or  Kpeculntora  in  lumber.  The  fooner  were  driven  to  it  under  circum* 
etaitces  of  peculiar  hardabip  and  of  almost  paramount  neceswty.  Their  industry  and 
perscTcrsncc  under  ndvene  circumstanco  is  icmnrkable.  but  Ihey  would  liave  been 
hardly  able  to  overconie  them  had  not  the  very  question  of  the  disputed  boundary 
led  to  an  expenditure  of  considerable  money  among  them. 


VETO  MESSAGE.' 


Washington,  December  14.  1843. 
7b  the  House  of  Represatfaihies; 

T^vo  bills  were  presented  to  me  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  which 
origitiated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  neither  of  which  was  signed 
by  me;  aud  both  having  been  presented  within  ten  days  of  the  close  of 
the  session,  neither  has  become  a  law. 

The  first  of  these  was  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  pro\'iso  of 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  approptnate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and  to  grant  preemption  rights, '  approved 
September  4,  1841." 

■Pocket  mo. 
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This  bill  was  presented  to  me  on  Tuesday,  tie  jcrth  August,  at  twenty- 
four  miautes  after  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  For  my  opinions  relative  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  this  bill  it  is  only  necessary'  that  I  should  refer 
to  prex'ious  communications  made  by  me  to  tbe  House  of  Represeutalives. 

The  other  bill  was  entitled  '  'An  act  regulating  the  taking  of  testimoay 
in  cases  of  contested  elections,  and  for  other  purposes. ' '  This  bill  was 
presented  to  me  at  a  q^uarter  past  i  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  31st  day 
of  August.  The  two  Houses,  by  concurrent  vote,  had  already  agreed  to 
tcnniuate  the  sessiou  by  adjoununeut  at  2  o'clock  ou  that  day — that  is 
to  say,  within  three-quarters  of  an  hour  from  tlic  time  the  hill  was  placed 
in  my  hands.  It  was  a  bill  containing  twenty-se\'cn  sections,  and,  I  need 
not  say,  of  an  important  nature. 

On  its  pteseutnient  to  me  its  readiug  was  immediately  commenced,  bat 
was  interrupted  by  so  many  communications  from  the  Senalt:  and  so 
many  other  causes  operating  at  the  last  hour  of  the  session  tliat  it  was 
impossible  to  read  the  bill  understandingly  and  with  proper  deliberation 
before  the  hour  iised  for  the  adjouniiueut  of  the  two  Houses;  and  this, 
I  presume,  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  neither  signing  the  bill  nor  returning 
it  with  my  objections. 

The  seventeenth  joint  rule  of  the  two  Hou.>ies  of  Congress  declares  that 
"  no  bill  or  resolution  tliat  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  KepresentatiMst 
and  the  Senate  shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Utiited  States 
for  his  approbation  ou  the  last  day  of  the  sessiou." 

This  rule  was  e\Hdently  designed  to  give  to  the  President  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  perusing  unportant  acts  of  Congress  and  gi\'ing  them 
•ome  degree  of  consideration  before  signing  or  returning  the  same. 

It  is  true  tliat  the  two  Houses  have  been  in  the  habit  of  suspending 
this  rule  toward  the  close  of  the  session  in  relation  to  particular  trills,  and 
it  appears  by  the  printed  Journal  that  by  concurrent  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  the  rule  was  agreed  to  be 
suspended  so  far  as  the  same  should  relate  to  all  such  bills  as  should 
ha\'e  been  passed  by  the  two  Houses  at  i  o'clock  .on  that  day.  It  is 
exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  a  necessity  should  ever  exist  for  such 
suspension  in  the  case  of  bills  of  g^reat  importance,  and  therefore  demand- 
ing careful  consideration. 

As  the  bill  has  failed  tmder  the  provi-sions  of  the  Constitution  to 
become  a  law,  I  ahS'tain  from  expressing  any  opiiitous  upon  its  several 
provisions,  keeping  myself  wholly  uncommitted  as  to  my  ultimate  action 
on  any  similar  measure  should  the  House  think  proper  to  originate  it 
de  n0V0,  except  so  far  as  my  opinion  of  the  unqualified  power  of  each 
House  to  decide  tor  itself  upon  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members  has  been  expressed  by  me  in  a  paper  lodged  in  the 
Department  of  State  at  the  time  of  .signing  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the  several  States  accord- 
ing to  the  Sixth  Census."  approx^ed  June  22.  1842.  a  copy  of  which  is  in 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Washingtom,  Dettmber,  1S43. 
7i  tht  SenaU  and  House  cf  RepraentaHvei  of  the  United  Siaia: 

If  any  people  ever  had  cause  to  render  up  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Being 
for  paieiital  care  and  protecttou  cxtcuded  lo  them  in  all  the  trials  and  difB- 
culties  to  which  they  ha^-e  been  from  time  to  time  exposed,  we  certainly 
Arc  tlmt  people.  Kroui  the  first  settletiieut  of  eur  forefathers  on  this  cun- 
tiucut,  through  the  daoger^  attendant  upou  the  occupation  of  a  sasiige 
wilderness,  through  a  long  period  of  colonial  dependence,  through  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  in  the  wisdom  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  ttie  existing 
<oniis  of  republican  gov*eniment,  in  the  hazards  incident  to  a  war  subse- 
qnently  waged  with  one  of  the  roost  powerful  nations  of  the  earth,  in  the 
increase  of  our  population,  in  the  spread  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in 
the  strength  and  durability  conferred  on  political  institutions  emanating 
from  the  people  and  sustained  by  their  will,  the  superintendence  of  on 
overruling  Prm"idence  has  been  plainly  visible.  As  prcporalor^*,  there- 
fore, to  entering  once  more  upon  the  high  duties  of  legislation,  it  becomes 
tis  humbly  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  vipon  Him  as  our  guide  and 
protector  and  to  implore  a  contimiancc  of  His  parental  watchfulness  over 
our  beloved  couutr>'.  We  have  new  cause  for  the  expres^n  of  our  grati- 
tude in  the  pre:iervation  of  the  health  of  our  fellow-citlxeus,  with  some 
partial  and  local  exceptions,  during  the  past  season,  for  the  abundance 
with  which  the  earth  has  yielded  up  its  fmils  to  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
hondman,  for  the  renewed  activity  which  has  been  imparted  to  com- 
merce, for  the  revival  of  trade  in  all  its  departments,  for  the  increased 
rewards  attendant  on  the  exercise  of  the  mechanic  arts,  for  the  continued 
growth  of  our  population  and  the  rapidly  re\-iving  prosperity  of  the 
whole  country.  I  shall  be  permitted  to  exchange  congratulations  with 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congres-s,  on  these  auspicious  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  a.<»ure  you  in  advance  of  my  ready  disposition  to  con- 
cur with  you  in  the  adoption  of  alt  such  measures  as  shall  be  calculated 
to  increase  the  happiness  of  our  constituents  and  to  advance  the  glory 
of  our  common  countrj-. 

Since  the  last  adjournment  of  Congress  the  Executive  has  relaxed  no 
effort  to  render  indestructible  the  relations  of  amity  which  so  happily 
exist  between  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The  treaty  lately 
concluded  with  Great  Britain  has  tended  jfreatly  to  increase  the  good 
nndcistanding  which  a  reciprocity  of  interests  is  calculated  to  enooiuage. 
and  it  is  most  ardently  to  be  hoped  thgl  nothing  may  transpire  to  inter- 
rupt the  relations  of  amity  which  it  is  so  obviously  tlie  policy  of  both 
nations  to  cultivate.  A  question  of  much  importance  still  remains  to  be 
adjusted  between  them.     The  territorial  limits  of  the  two  countries  in 
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relation  to  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Oregon  Territory  still  remain 
in  dispute.  The  United  States  would  be  at  all  timesiodisposed  toaggran- 
tlize  itself  at  the  expense  of  any  other  nation ;  but  while  they  would 
lie  restnUnecI  by  principles  of  honor,  which  should  govern  ihe  conduct 
of  nations  as  well  as  that  of  individuals,  from  setting  up  a  demand  for 
territory  which  does  not  belong  to  them,  they  would  as  unwillingly  con- 
sent to  a  surrender  of  their  rights.  After  the  most  rigid  and.  as  far  as 
practicable,  unbiased  examination  of  the  subject,  the  United  States  have 
always  contended  that  their  rights  appertain  to  the  entire  region  of  coun- 
try lying  on  the  Pacific  and  embraced  within  42*  and  54°  40'  of  north 
latitude.  This  claim  being  controverted  by  Great  Britain,  those  who 
have  preceded  the  present  Executive  —  actuated,  no  doubt,  by  an  earnest 
desire  to  adjust  the  matter  upon  temis  mutually  satisfactory  to  both 
countries — have  caused  to  Ik  submitted  to  the  British  Government  propo- 
sitions for  settlement  and  final  adjustment,  which,  however,  have  not 
proved  heretofore  acceptable  to  it.  Our  minister  at  Loudon  has,  und«r 
instructions,  again  brought  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, and  while  nothing  will  be  done  to  compromit  the  rights  or  honor 
of  the  United  States,  every  proper  expedient  will  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  bring  the  negotiation  now  in  the  progress  of  resumption  to  a  speedy 
■ud  happy  termination.  In  the  mcautime  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
many  of  our  citizens  are  cither  already  established  in  the  Territory  or  are 
on  their  way  thither  for  the  purpose  of  forming  permanent  settlements, 
while  others  are  preparing  to  follow ;  and  in  view  of  these  facts  I  must 
repeat  the  recommendation  contained  in  previous  messages  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  posts  at  such  places  on  the  line  of  travel  as  will 
furnish  security  and  protection  to  our  hardy  adventurers  against  hostile 
tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  those  extensive  regions.  Our  laws  should 
also  follow  them,  so  modified  ns  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  seem 
to  require.  Under  the  influence  of  our  free  system  of  government  new 
republics  are  destined  to  spring  up  at  00  distant  day  on  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific  .'rimilar  in  policy  and  in  feeling  to  those  existing  on  this  side 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  giving  a  wider  and  more  extensive  spread 
to  the  principles  of  ci\'il  and  religious  liberty. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Ihe  cases  which  have  from  time  to  time 
arisen  of  the  detention  of  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  under  pretense  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade  have 
been  placed  in  a  fair  train  of  adjustment  In  the  case  of  the  William 
and Fratuis  full  satisfaction  will  be  allowed.  In  the  casesof  the  Tyg-ris 
and  Seameof  the  British  Government  admits  that  satisfaction  is  due.  In 
the  case  of  the  /ones  the  sum  accruing  from  the  sale  of  that  vessel  and 
cargo  will  be  paid  to  tlie  owners,  while  I  can  not  but  flatter  myself  that 
full  indemnification  will  be  allowed  for  all  damages  sustained  by  the 
detention  of  the  vessel;  and  in  the  case  of  the  Douglas  Her  Majesty's 
C°vemment  has  expressed  its  determiuatiou  to  make  indemnification. 
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Strong  hopes  are  tliercforc  entertained  that  most,  if  Bot  all.  of  these  cases 
will  be  speedily  adjusted.  No  new  cases  have  arisen  since  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  and  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that 
the  slave  trade,  under  the  operation  of  the  eighth  arttde  of  that  treaty, 
will  be  altogether  suppressed. 

Tlie  occasional  intemiplion  experienced  by  our  fellow-citizens  engaged 
in  the  fisheries  on  the  neighboring  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  has  not  failed 
to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Executive,  Representations  upon  this  sub- 
ject Inve  been  made,  but  as  yet  no  definitive  answer  to  those  representa* 
dons  has  been  received  from  the  British  Government. 

Two  other  sutijects  of  comparatively  minor  importance,  but  neverthe. 
less  of  to<j  much  consequence  to  be  neglected,  remain  still  to  be  adjusted 
between  the  two  countries.  By  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  of  July,  1815,  it  is  provided  that  no  higher  duties  sliall 
be  levied  in  cither  couutr>'  on  articles  imported  from  the  other  than  on 
the  same  articles  imported  from  any  other  place.  In  1836  rough  rice 
by  act  of  Parliament  was  admitted  from  the  coast  of  Africa  into  Great 
Brimin  on  the  payment  of  .i  duty  of  1  penny  a  quarter,  while  the  same 
article  from  all  other  countries,  including  the  United  States,  was  sub- 
jected to  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  70  shillings  a  quarter.  Our  niinister 
at  Loodon  lias  from  time  to  time  brought  tliis  subject  to  the  attention  of 
the  British  Government,  but  so  far  without  success.  He  is  instructed  to 
renew  bis  representations  upon  it. 

Some  years  since  a  claim  was  preferred  against  the  British  Go^'em* 
ment  on  the  part  of  •'crtain  American  merchants  for  the  return  of  export 
duties  paid  1:^'  them  on  shipmeuu  of  woolen  goods  to  the  United  States 
after  the  duty  on  similar  articles  exported  to  other  countries  had  been 
repealed,  and  consequently  in  contravention  of  the  commercial  conven- 
tion between  the  t%vo nations  ^ecu^i^g  to  us  equality  in  such  cases.  The 
principle  on  which  the  claim  rests  has  loug  since  been^'irtually  admitted 
by  Great  Britain,  but  obstacles  to  a  settlement  have  from  time  to  time 
been  interposei,  so  that  a  large  portion  of  the  amount  claimed  has  not  yet 
been  refunded.  Our  minister  is  now  engaged  in  tlie  prosecution  of  the 
claim,  and  I  can  not  but  persuade  myself  that  the  British  Government 
will  no  longer  delay  its  adjustment. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  nothing  has  occurred  tn  disturb  in 
any  degree  the  relations  of  amity  which  exist  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  Austria,  and  Russia,  as  well  as  with  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  since  the  adjounimeut  of  Congress.  Spain  has  been  agitated 
with  internal  couvtiIj^oiis  for  many  years,  from  the  effects  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  she  is  destined  speedily  to  recover,  when,  under  a  more  liberal 
system  of  commercial  policy  ou  her  part,  om-  trade  with  her  may  again 
fill  its  old  and,  so  far  as  her  continental  possessions  are  concerned,  its 
almost  forsaken  channels,  thereby  adding  to  the  mutual  prosperity  of 
the  two  countries. 
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Tbe  Gennanic  Association  of  Customs  and  Commerce,  which  since  its 
establishment  iti  1833  has  been  steadily  growing  in  pon'er  and  inipor- 
tauce.  and  consists  at  this  time  of  more  than  twenty  Gennan  States,  and 
embraces  a  population  of  27.000.000  people  united  for  all  tbc  piuposes 
of  cotninercial  intercour&e  with  eodi  other  and  with  foreign  states.  o6feis 
to  tlie  latter  the  most  valuable  exchanges  on  principles  more  liberal  than 
are  offered  in  the  fiscal  system  of  any  other  European  power.  From  its 
origin  the  importance  of  the  German  union  has  ne\'er  beeu  lost  sight  of 
by  the  United  States.  The  industry-,  morality,  and  other  valuable  quali- 
ties of  the  Gennan  nation  have  always  been  well  known  and  appreciated. 
On  this  subject  I  invite  the  atteutioa  of  Congress  to  tlie  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  while  our  cotton  is 
admitted  free  of  duty  nnd  tlie  duty  on  rice  has  Iwen  much  reduced  (which 
has  already  led  to  a  greatly  increased  consumption),  a  strong  disposition 
has  been  recently  evinced  by  that  great  body  to  reduce,  ujxju  certain 
conditions,  their  present  duty  upon  tobacco.  Tliis  being  the  first  inti- 
mation of  a  concession  on  this  interesting  subject  ever  made  by  any 
European  powxr,  I  can  not  but  regard  it  as  well  calculated  to  remove  the 
only  impediment  which  li-ts  .<»  far  existed  to  the  most  liberal  commercio] 
intercourse  between  us  and  them.  In  thi.i  view  our  minister  at  Berlin, 
who  has  heretofore  industriously  pursued  the  subject,  has  been  instructed 
to  enter  upon  tlie  negotiation  of  a  conmiercial  treaty,  which,  while  it  will 
open  new  advantages  to  tbe  agriailtural  intcrcsl.t  of  the  United  Slates 
sod  a  mote  free  and  expanded  field  for  commercial  operations,  will  affect 
injuriously  no  existing  interest  of  the  Union.  Shot:* '  the  negotiatioD  be 
crowued  wiUi  success,  its  results  will  be  communicated  to  both  Houses 
of  Congre.'s. 

I  communicate  herewith  certain  dispatches  received  from  our  min- 
ister at  Mexico,  and  also  a  corresixindeni  e  which  has  recently  occurred 
between  the  envoy  from  that  Repubhc  and  the  Secrelarj-  of  State.  It 
must  but  be  regarded  as  not  a  Uttle  extraordinary  that  the  Govcrament  of 
Mexico,  in  anticipation  of  a  public  discussion  (which  it  has  been  pleased 
to  infer  from  newspaper  publications  as  likely  to  take  place  in  Congress, 
relating  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States),  should  have 
80  far  anticipated  the  result  of  .luch  discussion  as  to  liave  announced  its 
determination  to  visit  any  such  anticipated  decision  by  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  war  against  the  United  States.  If  designed  to  prevent  Congresa 
from  introducing  that  question  as  a  fit  subject  for  its  calm  deliberation 
and  final  judgment,  the  Executive  bo:;  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  will 
eutirely  fail  of  its  object.  The  representatives  of  a  brave  and  patriotic 
people  >vill  suffer  no  apprehension  of  future  consequences  to  embarrass 
them  in  the  course  of  their  proposed  deiiljeraiions,  nor  will  the  exeai- 
tive  department  of  the  Government  fait  for  any  such  cause  to  discharge 
its  whole  duty  to  the  country. 

Tbc  war  which  has  existed  for  so  long  u  time  between  Mexico  and 
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Texas  has  since  tbe  battle  of  San  Jacinto  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
predatory  iocuisions,  which,  while  they  have  been  attended  with  much 
of  suffering  to  individuals  and  have  kept  the  borders  of  the  two  coun- 
tries in  a  state  of  constant  alaim,  have  failed  to  approach  to  any  defiiii- 
ti\-e  result.  Mexico  has  fitted  out  no  formidable  annameut  by  land  of 
by  sea  for  the  subjugation  of  Texas.  Eight  years  ha^-e  now  elapsed 
since  Texas  declared  her  independence  of  Mexico,  and  during  that  time 
she  has  beeo  recognized  as  a  sovereign  power  by  se\'eral  of  the  principal 
ci\'ilized  states.  Mexico,  nevertheless,  porse\*eres  in  her  plans  of  recon- 
quest,  and  refuses  to  recognize  her  independence.  The  predatory  incur- 
sions to  which  I  have  alluded  have  been  attended  in  one  in.stance  with 
the  Vcaking  up  of  the  courts  of  justice,  by  the  seizing  upon  the  persons 
of  the  judges,  jur^',  and  officers  of  the  court  and  dragging  them  along 
with  unarmed,  and  therefore  noncombatant,  citizens  into  a  cruel  and 
oppressive  bondage,  thus  lei\-ing  crime  to  go  unpunished  and  immorality 
to  pass  unreprovc'd.  A  border  warfare  is  c\'ermore  to  be  deprecated,  and 
over  such  a  war  as  has  existed  for  so  many  years  between  these  two 
States  humanity  lias  had  great  cause  to  lanieiit.  Nor  is  such  a  condi* 
Hon  of  things  to  be  deplored  only  becatLse  of  the  individual  suffering 
attendant  upon  it.  The  effects  arc  far  more  extensive.  The  Creator  of 
the  Universe  has  gix'eo  man  the  earth  for  his  resting  place  and  its  fruits 
for  his  subsistence.  Wliatever,  therefore,  sliall  make  the  first  or  any 
part  of  it  a  scene  of  desolation  affects  injuriously  his  heritage  sud  may 
be  regarded  as  a  general  calamity.  Wars  may  sometimes  be  necessary, 
but  all  nations  have  a  common  interest  in  bringing  them  speedily  to  a 
close.  The  United  States  have  an  immediate  interest  in  seeing  an  end 
put  to  the  state  of  hostihties  existing  between  Mexico  aud  Texas.  They 
are  our  neighbors,  of  the  same  continent,  with  whom  we  are  not  only 
desirous  of  cultivating  the  relations  of  amity,  but  of  the  most  extended 
commercial  intercourse,  and  to  practice  all  the  rites  of  a  neighborhood 
hospitality.  Our  own  interests  are  involved  in  the  matter,  since,  how- 
ever neutral  may  be  our  course  of  policy,  we  can  not  hope  to  escape  the 
effects  of  a  spirit  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  both  of  the  powers.  Nor 
can  this  Government  be  indifferent  to  the  fact  that  a  warfare  such  as 
is  waged  between  those  two  nations  i-s  calculated  to  weaken  both  pow- 
ers and  finally  to  render  them — and  especially  the  weaker  of  the  two— 
the  subjects  of  interference  on  the  part  of  .■ttronger  and  more  powerful 
nations,  who,  intent  only  on  advancing  their  own  peculiar  views,  raay 
sooner  or  later  attempt  to  bring  about  a  compliance  with  terms  as  the 
condition  of  their  interpolation  alike  derogatory  to  the  nation  granting 
them  and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  We  could 
not  be  expected  quietly  to  permit  any  such  interference  to  our  disad- 
vantage. Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  the  United  States 
by  a  mere  geographical  line;  that  her  territory,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
down  to  a  late  period  fonced  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
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Stales  ;  that  it  is  Itomogeneous  iu  its  population  and  pursuits  with  the 
adjoining  States,  makes  contributions  to  the  coninicrcc  of  the  world 
in  the  same  articles  with  them,  and  that  most  of  her  inhabitants  have 
been  citizens  of  the  United  States,  speak  the  same  Uinguage,  ajid  li\-e 
nnder  similar  political  institutions  with  ourselves,  ihis  Government  is 
bound  by  every  conadcratiou  of  interest  as  n-cll  as  of  H>'nipathy  to  see 
that  she  shall  be  left  free  to  act,  esjiecially  in  regard  to  her  domestic 
affairs,  iinawed  by  force  and  unrestrained  by  the  policy  or  views  of  other 
coointrics.  In  full  view  of  all  these  cotisideratioiis.  the  Executive  has 
not  hesitated  to  express  to  the  Goveniment  of  Mexico  how  deeply  it 
deprecated  a  continuance  of  the  «ar  and  how  anxiously  it  dKiired  to 
witness  its  termination.  I  can  not  but  think  that  it  becomes  the  United 
States,  as  the  oldest  of  the  American  Republics,  to  hold  a  language  to 
Mexico  upon  this  subject  of  an  unambiguous  character.  It  is  time  that 
this  war  had  ceased.  There  must  be  a  limit  to  all  wars,  and  if  the  parent 
state  after  an  eight  years*  struggle  has  failed  to  reduce  to  submission  a 
portion  of  its  subjects  standing  out  in  revolt  against  it,  and  who  have  not 
only  proclaimed  themselves  to  be  independent,  but  ha\'e  been  recognized 
as  such  hy  other  powers,  she  ought  not  to  expect  that  other  nations  will 
quietly  Look  on,  to  their  obvious  injury*,  upon  a  protraction  of  hostilities. 
These  United  States  threw  off  their  colonial  dependence  and  established 
independent  governments,  and  Great  Britain,  after  having  wasted  her 
energies  in  the  attempt  to  subdue  them  for  a  less  period  than  Mexico  Ims 
attempted  to  subjugate  Texas,  had  the  wisdom  and  justice  to  acknowl- 
edge their  independence,  thereby  recognizing  the  obligation  which  rested 
on  her  as  one  of  the  family  of  nations.  An  example  thus  set  by  one  of 
the  proudest  as  well  as  most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  it  could  in  no 
way  disparage  Mexico  to  imitate.  While,  therefore,  the  Executive  would 
deplore  any  collision  with  Mexico  or  any  disturl>ance  of  the  friendly 
relations  which  exist  between  the  two  countries,  it  can  not  permit  that 
Government  to  coutrol  its  policy,  whatever  it  may  be,  toward  Texas,  but 
will  treat  her — as  by  the  recognition  of  her  independence  the  United 
States  have  long  since  declared  they  would  do— as  entirely  independent 
of  Mexico.  The  high  obligations  of  public  duty  may  enforce  from  the 
coiislituled  authorities  of  the  United  States  a  policy  which  the  course 
persevered  in  by  Mexico  will  have  maiuly  contributed  to  produce,  and 
the  Executive  in  such  a  contingency  will  with  confidence  throw  itself 
«pon  the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  course 
«f  action. 

Measures  of  an  unusual  character  tiave  recently  been  adopted  by  the 
Mexican  Government,  calculated  in  no  small  degree  to  affect  the  trade 
of  other  nations  with  Mexico  and  to  operate  injuriously  to  the  United 
States.  All  foreigners,  by  a  decree  of  the  23d  day  of  September,  and 
after  six  months  from  the  day  of  its  promulgation,  are  forbidden  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  selling  by  letail  any  goods  witliin  the  confines  of 
Mexico,     .\gaiii5t  this  decree  our  minister  has  not  failed  to  remonstrate. 

The  trade  heretofore  carried  on  by  out  citizens  with  Santa  Ke,  in  which 
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much  capital  was  already  invested  and  nhich  was  becomlDg  of  daily 
increasing  importance,  has  suddenly  been  arrested  by  a  decree  of  pirtuiU 
prohibition  on  the  pan  of  the  Mexican  Government.  Whatever  may  be 
Ihe  right  of  Ntexico  to  prohibit  any  particular  course  of  trade  to  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  foreign  powers,  this  late  procedure,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  wears  a  harsh  and  unfriendly  aspect. 

The  installuieuts  on  the  claims  recently  settled  by  the  conveotioo  with 
Mexico  have  beea  punctually  paid  as  they  have  fallen  due,  and  our 
minister  is  engaged  in  urging  the  establishment  of  a  new  commission 
in  pursuance  of  the  convention  for  the  settlement  of  unadjusted  claims. 

With  the  other  American  States  our  relations  of  amity  and  good  will 
have  remained  uninterrupted.  Our  minister  near  the  Republic  of  New 
Granada  has  succeeded  in  effecting  an  adjustment  of  the  claim  upon 
that  Goveurmeut  for  the  schooner  By  Chanee,  which  had  been  pending 
for  many  years.  The  claim  for  the  brig  Morris,  which  had  its  origin 
dtiriug  the  existence  of  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  and  indemni5cation 
for  which  since  the  dissolution  of  that  Republic  has  devolved  upon  its 
several  members,  will  be  urged  with  renewed  zeal. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  Government  of  Brazil  has 
adjusted  the  claim  upon  that  Government  in  the  case  of  the  schooner 
John  S.  Bryan,  and  that  sanguiae  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  same 
spirit  of  justice  will  influence  its  councils  iu  arriving  at  an  early  deci- 
sion upon  the  remaining  claims,  thereby  removing  all  cause  of  dissen- 
sion between  two  powers  whose  interests  are  to  some  extent  interwoven 
with  each  other. 

Onr  minister  at  Chili  has  succeeded  in  inducing  a  recognition  by  that 
Government  of  the  adjustment  effected  by  his  predecessor  of  the  first 
claim  in  the  case  of  Ihe  Macedonian.  The  firat  installment  has  been 
received  by  the  claimants  in  the  United  States. 

Notice  of  the  exchange  oE  ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Peru,  which 
will  take  place  at  Lima,  has  not  yet  reached  this  cotintry,  but  is  shortly 
expected  to  be  received ,  when  the  claims  upon  that  Republic  will  doubt- 
less be  liquidated  and  paid. 

In  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  between  this  Govemmeut  and 
that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  occurring  several  years  ago,  this  Goveniment 
has  temaiued  unrepresented  at  that  Court,  while  a  minister  from  it  has 
been  constantly  resident  here.  The  causes  of  irritation  have  iu  a  great 
measure  passed  away,  and  it  is  in  contemplation,  in  view  of  important 
interests  which  have  grown  up  in  that  counlrj',  at  some  early  period 
during  the  present  .sesdon  of  Congress,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  to  restore  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session  a  minis- 
ter was  dispatched  from  the  United  States  to  China  in  August  of  the 
present  year,  who,  from  tbe  latest  accounts  we  have  from  him,  was  at 
Soea,  in  Egypt,  on  the  35th  of  September  last,  on  his  route  to  Chiua. 
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In  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes  residing  within  our  jurisdictional  limits, 
the  greatest  vigilance  of  the  Got'emment  has  been  exerted  to  preserve 
them  at  peace  among  themselves  and  to  inspire  tlieni  with  feelings  of 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  Government  and  to  cnltivatc  friendship 
with  the  border  inhabitants.  Tliis  has  happily  succeeded  to  a  great 
extent,  but  it  is  a  subject  of  regret  that  they  suffer  themselves  in  some 
instances  to  be  imposed  upon  by  artful  and  designing  men.  and  this 
notwithstanding  all  efforts  of  the  Government  to  pre\'eut  it. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasniy  for  the  calendar  year  1843,  exclusive  of 
loans,  were  little  more  tbnn  $18,000,000,  and  the  expenditures,  exclu^ve 
of  the  payments  ou  the  public  debt,  will  have  been  about  $33,000,000. 
By  the  act  of  1842  a  new  arrangement  of  the&scal  year  was  made,  so  that 
it  should  commence  on  the  ist  day  of  July  in  each  year.  The  accounts 
and  estimates  for  thi>  current  fiscal  year  will  show  that  the  loons  and  Tre^xs- 
nry  notes  made  and  issued  before  the  close  of  the  last  Congress  to  meet 
the  anticipated  deficiency  have  not  been  entirely  adequate.  Although 
on  the  ist  of  October  last  there  was  a  balance  iu  the  Trcasur>-.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  provisions  'Jius  made,  of  $3,914,083.77.  yet  the  appropria- 
tions already  made  by  Congress  will  absorb  that  balance  and  lea\'e  a  prob- 
ubledeficiencyof  $2,ooo,oooat  thecloaeof  the  present  fiscal  j*ear.  There 
are  outstanding  Treasury  notes  to  almut  the  amount  of  $4,600,000,  and 
should  they  be  returned  upon  the  Tre-isury  during  the  fiscal  year  they 
will  require  provision  for  their  redemption.  I  do  not.  however,  regard 
this  as  probable,  since  they  have  obuously  entered  into  the  currency  of 
the  countrj-  and  will  continue  to  fonn  a  portion  of  it  if  the  system  now 
adopted  be  continued.  Tlic  loan  of  1S41,  amounting  to  $5, &72, 976.88, 
falls  due  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1845,  and  must  be  provided  for  or 
postponed  by  a  new  loan;  and  unless  the  re?iources  of  revenue  should  be 
materially  increased  by  you  there  will  be  a  probable  deficiency  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1845,  of  up\iMrd  of  $4,000,000. 

The  delusion  incident  to  an  enormously  excessive  paper  circulation, 
which  gave  a  fictitious  value  to  everj'thing  and  stimulated  adventure  and 
speculation  to  an  extravagant  extent,  has  been  happily  succeeded  by  the 
mbstitution  of  the  precious  metals  and  paper  promptly  redeemable  in 
specie;  and  thus  false  values  have  disappeared  and  a  sounder  condition 
of  things  has  l»eu  introduced.  This  transition,  although  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prasperity  of  the  coiuitrj-,  has  nevertheless  been  attended 
with  much  embarrassment  to  the  Gcwcmmcnt  in  its  financial  concerns. 
Sc  long  as  the  foreign  importers  could  receive  payment  for  their  cargoes 
in  a  currency  of  greatly  less  value  than  that  in  Europe,  but  fully  avail- 
able here  in  the  purchase  of  our  agricultural  productions  (their  profits 
being  immeasumbly  augmented  by  the  operation),  the  sliipnieiits  ntre 
large  and  the  revenues  of  the  Government  became  superabuudaut.  But 
the  change  in  the  cliaracter  of  the  circulation  from  a  nominal  aud 
apparently  real  value  in  the  first  stage  of  its  existence  to  an  obviously 


John  Tyler 


31 18 


depredated  value  in  its  seoond,  so  tbat  it  no  longer  answered  the  purposes 
of  exchange  or  barter,  and  its  ultimate  substitution  by  a  sound  metaltic 
and  paper  circulation  combined,  has  been  attended  by  diminished  impor- 
tations and  a  consequent  falling  off  in  the  rcrcnuc.  This  has  induced 
Congress,  from  i8j7.  to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  issuing;  Treasury  notes, 
and  finally  of  funding  them,  in  order  to  supply  deficiencies.  I  can  not, 
however,  withhold  the  remark  that  it  is  in  no  way  compatible  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  that  a  public  debt  should  be  created  in  time 
of  peace  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Go\'emmeut,  or  that  tempo- 
rary expedients  should  be  resorted  to  au  hotu  longer  than  it  is  possible 
to  avoid  them.  The  Executive  can  do  no  more  tbau  apply  the  menos 
which  Congress  places  lu  its  hands  for  the  support  of  Govemment.  and, 
happily  for  the  good  of  the  countr>*  and  for  the  preservation  of  its  liber- 
ties, it  possesses  no  power  to  levy  exactions  on  the  people  or  to  force  from 
them  contributions  to  the  public  revenue  in  any  form.  It  can  only  rec- 
ommend such  measures  as  may  in  iti  opinion  he  called  for  by  the  wants 
of  the  public  service  to  Congress,  with  whom  alone  rests  the  power  to 
"lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises."  This  duty  has 
upon  sc^-eral  occasions  heretofore  been  performed.  The  present  condi- 
tion of  things  gives  flattering  promise  that  trade  and  commerce  are 
rapidly  reviving,  and,  fortunately  for  the  country,  the  sources  of  revenue 
have  only  to  be  opened  in  order  to  prove  abundant. 

While  we  can  anticipate  no  considerable  increase  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  for  reasons  perfectly  obvious  to  all.  for  several 
years  to  come,  yet  the  public  lands  can  not  otherwise  than  be  regarded 
as  the  foundation  of  the  public  credit.  With  so  large  a  body  of  the  most 
fertik  lands  in  the  world  under  the  control  and  at  the  disposal  of  this 
Govemment,  no  one  can  reasonably  doubt  the  entire  ability  to  meet  its 
engagements  under  every  emergency.  In  seasons  of  trial  and  dif&culty 
simitar  to  those  through  which  we  are  passing  the  capitalist  makes  his 
investments  in  the  Government  stocks  with  the  most  assured  confidence 
of  ultimate  reimbursement;  and  whatever  may  be  said  of  a  period  of  great 
financial  prosperity,  such  as  existed  for  some  years  after  tS,!^,  I  should 
regard  it  as  suicidal  in  a  season  of  financial  embarrassment  ciUicr  to 
alienate  the  lands  themselves  or  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sales. 
The  first  and  paramount  duty  of  those  to  whom  may  be  intrusted  the  ad* 
minislrntion  nf  public  affairs  is  to  guard  the  public  credit.  In  reestablish- 
ing the  credit  of  this  central  Go\'cmment  the  readiest  and  most  obvious 
mode  is  taken  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  States.  The  extremities  caa 
only  be  made  sound  by  producing  a  healthy  action  in  the  central  Oovcm- 
mcnt,  and  the  history  of  the  present  day  fully  establishes  the  fact  that 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  stocks  of  this  Government  will  in  a  great 
majoriQr  of  instaixes  be  attended  l^'  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
stocks  of  the  States.  It  should  therefore  be  a  matter  of  general  con- 
gratulation that  amidst  all  the  embarrassments  arising  from  surrounding 
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circumstances  the  credit  of  the  Government  should  have  been  so  fully 
restored  that  it  has  been  enabled  to  effect  a  loan  of  $7,000,000  to  redeem 
that  amount  of  Treasury  notes  on  terms  more  fa\'orahle  than  any  that 
ha\'e  been  offered  for  many  years.  And  the  6  per  cent  stock  which  was 
ci%ated  in  1843  has  advanced  in  the  liands  of  the  holders  nearly  so  per 
cent  above  its  par  value.  The  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  intejtrity 
of  their  Government  has  thus  been  siKnally  manifested.  These  opin- 
ions reUttive  to  the  public  lands  do  not  in  any  manner  conflict  with  the 
obsetvance  of  the  most  liberal  policy  twrard  those  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who  press  forward  into  the  wilderness  and  are  the  pioneers  in  the  work 
of  its  reclamation.  In  securiug  to  atl  such  their  rights  of  preemption 
the  Government  performs  hut  an  act  of  retributive  justice  for  sufTcrings 
encountered  and  hardships  endured,  and  Cuds  ample  remuneration  iu  the 
comforts  which  its  policy  insures  and  the  happiness  which  it  imparts. 

Should  a  revision  of  the  tariff  with  a  view  to  re%-cnuc  become  neces- 
sary in  the  estimation  of  Congress,  I  doubt  not  you  will  approach  the 
subject  with  a  just  and  enlightened  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Union.  The  principles  and  views  which  I  have  lieretofore  had  occa- 
sion to  submit  remain  unchauged.  It  caa,  bow»'er,  never  be  too  often 
repeated  that  the  prominent  interest  of  every  important  pursuit  of  life 
requires  for  success  permanency  and  stability  in  legislation.  These  can 
only  be  attained  by  adopting  as  the  basis  of  action  moderation  in  all 
tilings,  which  is  as  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the  tiarmonious 
action  of  the  political  as  of  the  animal  system.  In  our  political  organi- 
zation no  one  section  of  the  countrj*  should  desire  to  have  its  supposed 
interests  advanced  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  others,  but  union,  being  the 
great  interest,  equally  precious  10  all.  should  be  fostered  and  sustained 
by  mutual  concessions  and  the  cultivation  of  that  spirit  of  compromise 
from  which  the  Constitution  itself  proceeded. 

You  will  be  informed  by  the  report  from  the  Treasury*  Department  of 
the  measures  token  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  authorizing  the 
reissue  of  Treasurj'  notes  in  lieu  of  those  then  outstanding.  The  system 
adopted  in  pursuance  of  existing  laws  seems  well  calculated  to  save  the 
country  a  large  amount  of  interest,  while  it  affords  conveniences  and 
obviates  dangers  and  expense  in  the  transmission  of  funds  to  disbursing 
agents.  I  refer  you  also  to  that  report  for  the  mcaus  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  to  increase  the  revenue,  and  particiilarly  to  that  portioo  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  warehousing  system,  which  I  earnestly 
urged  upon  Congress  nt  its  last  sessiou  and  as  to  the  importance  of  which 
my  opinion  has  undergone  no  change. 

In  view  of  the  disordered  condition  of  the  currency  at  the  time  and 
the  high  rates  of  exchange  between  different  parts  of  the  country,  I  felt 
it  to  be  ittcumhcut  on  me  to  present  to  the  consideration  ol  your  prede- 
cessors a  proposition  conflicting  in  no  degree  with  the  Constitution  or 
with  the  rights  nf  the  Slates  and  having  H'p  sanction  (not  in  detail,  but 
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in  priuciple)  of  some  of  the  eminent  men  who  have  preceded  me  in  the 
lixecutive  office.  That  proposition  coutemplated  the  issuing  of  Treas- 
ary  notes  of  denominations  of  not  less  tlian  $5  nor  more  than  $100,  to  be 
emplo>'ed  in  the  pa>Tnent  of  the  obligations  of  the  Go\'ernnieut  in  lieu 
of  gold  and  silver  at  the  option  of  the  public  creditor,  and  to  an  amount 
Dot  exceeding  $15,000,000.  It  was  proposed  to  make  them  receivable 
everywhere  and  to  establish  at  \'ariouB  points  depositories  of  gold  anf 
silver  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  redemption  of  such  notes,  so  as  to  insuro 
their  convertibility  into  specie.  No  doubt  was  entertained  that  such 
notes  would  have  maintained  a  par  value  with  gold  and  silver,  thus  fur- 
nishing a  paper  currency  of  equal  value  over  the  Union,  tliereby  meeting 
the  just  exaltations  of  the  people  and  fulQUing  the  duties  of  a  parental 
government.  Whether  the  depositories  should  be  permitted  to  sell  Of 
purchase  bills  under  very  limited  restrictions,  together  with  all  its  othet 
details,  was  siihraitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  and  was  regarded  ft\ 
of  secondary  importance.  I  thought  then  and  think  now  that  such  an 
arrangement  would  have  been  attended  with  the  happiest  resuhs.  The, 
whole  matter  of  the  currency  would  have  been  placed  where  by  the  Con- 
stitution it  wa.-;  designed  to  be  placed — under  the  immediate  supervision 
and  control  of  Congress.  The  action  of  the  Government  would  havt 
been  independent  of  all  corporations,  and  the  same  eye  which  rests  nneeas- 
ingK*  on  the  siiecie  currency  and  guards  it  against  adulteradou  would  also 
have  rested  on  the  paper  currency,  to  control  and  regtUate  its  issues  and 
protect  it  against  depreciation.  The  same  reasons  which  would  forbid 
Congress  from  parting  with  the  power  over  the  coiuage  would  seem  to 
o^icratc  witli  nearly  e<iual  force  in  regard  to  any  substitution  for  the  pre- 
cious metals  in  the  form  of  a  circulating  medium.  Paper  when  substi- 
tuted i'or  specie  constitutes  a  standard  of  value  by  which  the  operations 
of  society  are  regulated,  and  whatsoever  causes  its  depreciation  affects 
society  to  an  extent  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  the  adulteration  of  the 
coin.  Nor  can  1  withhold  the  remark  that  its  advantages  contrasted 
with  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  apart  from  the  fact  that  a  bank  was 
esteemed  as  obnoxious  to  the  public  sentiment  as  well  on  the  score  of 
expediency  as  of  constitutioualty ,  appeared  to  me  to  be  striking  and  obvi- 
ous. The  relief  which  a  bank  would  afford  by  an  issue  of  $15,000,000 
of  its  notes,  judging  from  the  experience  of  the  late  United  Slates  Bank, 
would  not  ha^-e  occurred  in  less  than  fifteen  years,  whereas  under  tlie 
proposed  anangement  the  relief  arising  from  the  issue  of  $15,000,000 
of  Treasury  notes  would  have  been  consummated  in  one  year,  thus  fur- 
nisliiug  in  one-fifteenth  part  of  the  time  in  which  a  bauk  could  have 
■ccomplisbed  it  a  paper  medium  of  exchange  eqtial  in  amount  to  the 
real  wants  of  tbe  countr>'  at  par  value  with  gold  and  silver.  The  saving 
to  the  Government  would  have  been  equal  to  all  the  interest  which  it 
has  bad  to  pay  on  Treasury  notes  of  previous  as  well  as  subsequent 
issues,  thereby  relieving  the  Governmeut  and  at  tbe  same  time  oSotding 
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relief  to  the  people.  Under  all  liie  respon^bilities  attached  to  the  sta 
tion  wliich  I  occupy,  and  in  redemption  of  a  pledge  gi^-en  to  the  last 
Congress  at  llic  close  of  its  first  session,  I  submitted  the  suggestion  tu 
Its  consideration  at  two  consecutive  siessious.  The  recomniciidation. 
hoiivever,  met  wiih  uo  favor  at  its  hands.  NVTiile  I  am  free  to  admit  that 
the  Dcces^ties  of  the  times  have  ^ncc  bcconie  greatly  Bmeliorated  and 
that  there  !&  good  leason  to  hope  that  the  country  is  safely  and  rapidly 
emerging  from  the  difBculties  and  embarrassments  wliich  e%'er>'where 
surrounded  it  in  1841,  yet  I  can  not  but  think  that  its  restoration  to  a 
sound  and  healthy  condition  would  he  greatly  expedited  by  a  resort 
to  the  expedient  in  a  nuxli6ed  fonn. 

The  operations  of  the  Treasury  now  rest  upon  the  act  of  1789  and  t1 
resolution  of  1816,  and  those  laws  have  been  so  administered  as  to  pro- 
duce as  great  a  quantum  of  good  to  the  couutr>'  as  their  provisions  are 
capable  of  yielding.  If  there  liad  been  any  distinct  expression  of  opin- 
ion going  to  show  that  public  sentiment  is  averse  to  the  plan,  either  as 
heretofore  recommended  to  Congresw  or  in  a  modified  form,  while  my 
own  opinion  in  regard  to  it  would  remain  unchanged  I  should  lie  very 
far  from  again  presenting  it  to  your  consideration.  The  Go\'cmme«l 
has  originated  with  the  States  and  the  people,  for  their  own  Wnefit  and 
sdvanta);:c,  and  it  would  l>c  subversive  of  the  foundation  principles  of  the 
political  edifice  whicli  they  have  reared  to  persevere  in  a  measure  which 
in  their  mature  judguieuts  they  had  either  repudiated  or  condemned. 
The  will  of  our  conatituenti  clearly  expressed  should  he  regarded  as  the 
light  to  guide  our  footsteps,  the  true  difference  Iietweeu  a  monarchical 
or  aristocratical  government  and  a  republic  being  that  in  the  first  the 
will  of  the  few  prevails  over  the  will  of  the  many,  while  in  the  last 
the  will  of  the  many  should  be  alone  consulted. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will  bring  you  acquaintctl  with  the 
condition  of  that  important  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  Army  may 
be  regarded,  in  consequence  of  the  small  number  of  the  rank  and  6Ic  in 
each  company  and  regiment,  as  little  more  than  a  nucleus  around  which 
to  rally  the  milit.ir>-  force  of  the  country  in  case  of  war,  and  yet  its  serv- 
ices in  prescn,-ing  the  peace  of  the  frontiers  are  of  a  most  important 
nature.  In  all  ca.'scs  of  emergency  the  reliance  of  the  country'  is  prop* 
cri;"  placed  in  the  militia  of  the  several  Slates,  and  il  may  well  deserve 
the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  a  new  and  more  perfect  organisa- 
tion might  not  In  introduced,  looking  mainly  to  the  volunteer  companies 
of  the  Union  for  the  present  and  of  easy  apphcatiou  to  the  great  body  of 
the  militia  in  time  of  war. 

The  expenditures  of  the  War  Department  have  been  con-siderablj- 
reduced  iu  the  last  two  years.  Contingencies,  hwvcver,  may  arise  which 
would  call  for  the  611itig  up  of  the  regiments  with  a  full  complement  ol 
men  and  make  il  ven.*  desirable  toremountthecorpsofdragoons,  which 
by  an  act  of  ilie  Inst  Congress  was  directed  to  be  diasotved. 


BATTl-E  OF  BCENA  VISTA. 

In  the  fall  of  1846,  President  Polk  and  his  Cabinft  decidi'd  to  launch 
an  attack  upon  Mexico  Cily  from  Vera  Cruz.  To  this  end,  they  withdrew  a 
nmnliiT  of  tiwn  from  the  forcta  of  General  Taylor,  who  had  tnttrcd  Mexico 
from  the  north.  Santa  Anna,  learning  of  the  weakness  of  the  troops  under 
Taylor,  hurriedly  marched  northwards  with  a  largo  force  to  ntt;icli  Taylor 
Despite  junction  with  anolher  division  oi  American  Iroops,  Taylor  was  nlilc 
to  oppose  only  5,000  men  lo  Sanla  Anna's  20.000.  On  Fihruary  2.i.  18-17. 
the  Mexicans  surrounded  the  United  Slates  forces  nt  Biienn  Vial.i,  n 
short  distance  south  of  Sallillo.  The  battle  lasted  all  day,  and  until  thi- 
fnll  of  itiKht  gave  little  indication  of  the  m.-inner  in  which  it  would  resnll. 
A  vicious  attack  aRainsl  Taylor's  centre  was  repulsed  with  (.'real  loss,  and 
at  T.iylor's  order.  "Give  them  a  little  more  grape,"  the  Mexicans  were 
dispersed  liy  heavy  arliltery  fire.  The  Mexicans  lost  2.000  men  as  ayain.st 
ihc  Americans'  loss  of  746,  and  withdrew  during  the  nighl.  (See  llueiia 
Vista.   Baltic   of.   in   Kncyclopcdic   Index.) 


John  Tyler 


3132 


I  refer  you  lo  the  accompajjyinjj  report  of  the  Secrelaij'  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  While  every  effort  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  made  to  retrench  all  superfluities  and  lop 
off  all  excrescences  wliich  from  time  to  time  may  have  grovm  up,  yet  it 
has  not  been  regarded  as  wise  or  prudent  to  recommend  any  materiiJ 
change  in  the  annual  appropriations.  The  interests  which  are  involved 
are  of  too  important  a  character  to  lead  to  the  rucommendation  of  any 
other  than  a  liberal  policy.  Adequate  appropriations  ought  to  be  made 
to  enable  the  Executive  to  fit  out  all  the  ships  that  are  now  in  a  course 
of  building  or  that  require  repairs  for  acti\'e  service  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time  should  any  emergency  arise  which  may  require  it.  Aa  effi- 
cient 13AVV,  while  it  is  the  cheapest  menns  of  public  defense,  enlists  in  its 
support  the  feelings  of  pride  and  confidence  which  brilliant  deeds  and 
heroic  valor  have  heretofore  served  to  .<vtrengthen  and  confirm, 

I  refer  you  particularly  to  that  part  of  the  Sccrctarj-'s  report  which 
has  reference  to  recent  experiments  in  the  application  of  steam  and  in 
the  construction  of  our  war  steamers,  made  under  the  superintendence 
of  distinguished  officers  of  the  Navj".  In  addition  to  other  manifest 
improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  steam  engine  and  application  of 
the  motive  power  which  has  rendered  them  more  appropriate  to  the  tises 
of  ships  of  war.  one  of  those  officers  has  brought  into  use  a  power  which 
makes  the  steamship  most  formidable  either  for  attack  or  defense.  I  cao 
not  loo  strongly  recommend  this  subject  to  your  consideration  and  do  not 
heaitate  to  express  my  entire  conviction  of  its  great  importance. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  also  to  that  portion  of  the  Secretary's 
report  which  has  reference  to  the  act  of  the  late  session  of  Congress 
which  prohibited  the  transfer  of  any  balance  of  appropriation  from  other 
heads  of  appropriation  to  that  for  building,  equipment,  and  repair.  The 
repeal  of  that  prohibition  will  enable  the  Department  to  gi^*e  renewed 
employment  to  a  large  class  of  workmen  who  have  been  necessarily  dis- 
charged in  consequence  of  the  want  of  means  to  pay  them — a  circum* 
stance  attended,  especially  at  this  seadon  of  the  year,  with  much  privation 
and  suHering. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  announce  to  yon  the  loss  of  the  steamship 
the  Missouri  by  fire  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  where  she  liad  stopped  to 
renew  her  supplies  of  coal  on  her  voyage  to  Alexandria,  with  Mr.  Gush- 
ing, the  American  minister  to  China,  on  hoard.  There  is  ground  for 
high  commendation  of  the  officers  and  men  for  the  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity and  perfect  subuiissiou  to  discipline  evinced  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances.  Surrounded  by  a  raging  fire,  which  the  utmost  exertions 
could  not  subdue,  and  which  threatened  momentarily  the  explosion  of 
her  well-supplied  magazines,  the  officers  exhibited  no  signs  of  fear  and 
the  men  obeyed  every  order  with  alacrity.  Nor  was  she  abandoned 
until  the  last  gleam  of  hope  of  saving  her  had  expired.  It  is  well  worthy 
of  your  consideration  whether  the  losses  susl&ined  by  the  officers  and 
crew  in  this  unfortunate  affair  should  not  be  reimbursed  to  them. 
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I  can  not  take  leave  of  tliU  painful  subject  without  adverting'  to  tlie 
aid  retklered  upon  the  occasion  b/  the  UritliUi  authorities  at  Gibraltar 
and  the  couinianJer.  officers,  and  crew  of  the  British  sliip  of  the  line 
the  Malabar,  which  was  lying  at  the  time  in  the  bay.  Ever>'thing  that 
generosity  or  humanity  could  dictate  was  promptly  performed.  It  is  b^ 
such  acts  of  good  will  by  one  to  another  of  the  family  of  nation?  that 
fraternal  feelings  are  nourished  and  the  blessings  of  permanent  peace 
secured . 

Tlie  report  of  the  Postmaster-Genera!  will  bring  you  acquainted  with 
the  operations  of  that  Department  during  the  past  year,  and  will  suggest 
to  you  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  as  in  yoiir  opinioo  the 
exigcndea  of  the  public  ser\*ice  may  require.  The  change  which  the 
couutrj'  has  undergone  of  late  years  in  the  mode  of  travel  aud  transpor- 
tation has  afforded  so  many  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  mail  matter 
out  of  the  regular  mail  as  to  require  the  greatest  ^Hgilance  and  circum- 
spection in  order  to  enable  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Department  to 
restrain  the  expenditures  within  the  income.  There  is  also  too  much 
treason  to  fear  that  the  franking  privilege  has  run  into  great  ahu.sc-  The 
Department,  nevertheless,  has  been  conducted  with  tlie  greatest  ^ngor, 
and  has  attained  at  the  least  possible  eitpense  all  the  useful  objects  for 
which  it  was  established. 

In  regard  to  all  the  Departments,  I  am  quite  happy  in  the  belief  that 
nothing  has  been  left  undone  which  was  called  for  by  a  true  spirit  of 
economy  or  by  a  system  of  accountability  rigidly  enforced.  This  is  in 
some  degree  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  Government  has  sustained 
no  loss  by  the  default  of  any  of  its  agents.  In  the  complex,  but  at  the 
same  time  beautiful,  siachiu^y  o£  our  system  of  govemmeut,  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  remote  agencj-  may  have  failed  for  an 
instant  to  fulfill  its  desired  office;  but  I  feel  confident  in  the  assertion 
that  nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  hanuonious  action  of  the 
Govenmient  itself,  and  that,  while  the  laws  have  been  executed  with 
efficieucy  and  vigor,  the  rights  neither  of  States  nor  individuals  have 
been  trampled  on  or  disregarded. 

In  the  meantime  the  country  has  been  steadily  advancing  in  all  that 
contributes  to  national  greatness.  The  tide  of  population  coutinuea 
unbrokenly  to  flow  into  the  new  States  and  Territories,  where  a  refuge 
is  found  not  only  for  our  native-bom  fellow-citizens,  but  for  emigrants 
from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  who  come  among  us  to  partake  of 
the  blessings  of  our  free  institutions  and  to  aid  by  their  labor  to  swell  the 
current  of  our  wealth  aud  power. 

W  is  due  to  e\-ery  consideration  of  public  policy  that  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  the  West  should  receive  all  such  attention  at  the  liands  of  Con- 
gress as  the  Constitution  will  enable  it  to  bestow.  Works  in  favorable 
atid  proper  situations  on  the  Lakes  would  be  found  to  be  as  iudispen- 
Kably  necessary,  in  case  of  war,  to  carry  on  safe  and  successful  naval 
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operalioQS  hh  fort  ilicalioiiR  oti  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  appropriation 
made  by  the  last  Congre&a  for  the  ioiprovemetit  oE  the  aavigatioa  of  the 
Mississippi  River  has  beeu  diligeutly  and  efficiently  apphed. 

I  can  not  close  this  communication,  gentlemen,  without  recommend- 
iDg  to  yonr  most  favorable  cnnsideraticm  the  interests  of  thi!>  District. 
Appointed  by  tlie  Constitution  its  exclusive  legislators,  and  forming  in 
this  particular  the  only  anomaly  in  our  system  of  governmcnt^-of  the 
legislative  body  Iwing  elected  by  others  than  those  for  whose  advantage 
they  are  to  legislate — you  will  feel  a  superadded  obligation  to  look  well 
iuto  their  condition  and  to  leave  no  cause  for  complaint  or  regret.  The 
seat  of  Gov'ercment  of  our  associated  republics  can  not  but  be  rc^^rdcd 
Lbs  worthy  of  your  parental  care. 

In  connection  with  its  other  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. I  recommend  that  at  yourpresent  session  you  adopt  such  measures  in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  Smithsonian  bequest  as  iu  your  judgmeut 
■will  be  l»cst  calculated  to  consummate  the  liberal  intent  of  the  testator. 

When,  under  a  dispensation  of  Divine  Pro^^dcucc,  I  succeeded  to  the 
Presidential  office,  the  state  of  public  affairs  was  embarrassing  and  critical. 
To  add  to  the  irritation  consequent  upon  a  long-stnnding  controversy 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  modern  times,  involving  not 
only  questions  of  boundary  (which  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances are  always  cmljarrassing).  but  at  the  same  time  important  and 
high  principles  of  maritime  law,  border  coutroversies  between  the  citizens 
and  subjects  of  the  two  couiitnes  had  engendered  a  state  of  feeling  and 
of  conduct  which  threatened  the  most  calamitous  consequences.  The 
hazards  incident  to  this  state  of  things  were  greatly  heightened  by  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  who,  acting  (as  it 
was  alleged)  as  a  part  of  a  military  force,  liad  aided  in  the  commission 
of  an  act  violati^-e  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and 
in\-oU-ing  the  murder  of  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York.  A  large 
amount  of  claims  against  the  Government  of  Mexico  remained  unad- 
justed and  a  war  of  several  years"  continuance  with  the  savage  tribes  of 
Florida  still  prevailed,  attended  with  the  desolation  of  a  large  portion 
of  that  beautiful  Territory  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  many  valuable  lives. 
To  increase  the  emljarxassracnts  of  the  Government,  individual  aud  State 
credit  had  been  nearly  stricken  down  and  confidence  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  so  much  impaired  tliat  loans  of  a  small  amount  could  only 
be  negotiated  at  a  considerable  sacrifice.  As  a  necessar>-  consequence  of 
the  blight  which  had  fallen  on  commerce  and  mechanical  industry,  th« 
ships  of  the  otic  were  thro^t'n  out  of  employment  and  the  operations  of 
the  other  had  been  greatly  diminished.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
currency,  exchanges  between  different  parts  of  the  countrj-  had  become 
ruinously  high  and  trade  bad  to  depend  on  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
in  conducting  its  transactions.  I  shall  be  permitted  to  congratulate 
the  country  that  under  an  overruling  Providence  peace  was  preserved 
«9 
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without  a  sacrifice  of  the  uational  honor;  the  war  in  Florida  was  lirouRht 
to  a  speedy  tcrtninntion;  n  larj^c  portion  of  the  claims  oii  Mexico  have 
been  fully  adjudicated  and  arc  in  a  course  of  !\iyui€Ut.  wliile  justice  has 
been  rendered  to  us  in  other  mat  lers  by  other  nations ;  confidence  between 
man  and  man  is  iu  a  great  measure  restored  and  tbe  credit  of  this  Gov- 
ernment fully  and  perfectly  reestablished:  comracrce  is  becoming  more 
and  more  extended  iu  its  operations  and  niauuiacturiug  and  uiecban- 
ical  inditstry  once  more  reap  the  rewards  of  skill  and  labor  honestly 
applied;  the  operations  of  trade  rest  on  a  sound  currency  and  the  rates 
of  exchange  are  reduced  to  their  lowest  amoimt. 

In  this  condition  of  things  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  bving  to 
your  favorable  consideration  matters  of  great  interest  in  their  present 
and  ultimate  results;  and  the  only  desire  which  I  feci  in  connection  with 
the  future  is  and  will  continue  to  be  to  leave  the  countr>'  prospcrons  and 
its  iustitutioQs  unimpaired.  TOUN  TVLBR 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

CiTV  OF  "Washington,  Decemher  S,  zS^. 
T«  ihe  Hwst  of  Representativet  of  (he  UmUd  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy, 
exliibitiag  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  which  have  been  made  in 
that  Department  in  ptirsuonce  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  March,  1809,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.*' 

JOHN  TYI^R. 

Washtngton,  Deeembtr  t2,  rSfj. 
7tf  ihe  Senate  of  Ike  Uniled  Stales: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate,  for  their  consideration  in  reference 
to  its  ratification,  a  convention  for  the  surrender  of  criminals  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French, 
signed  at  this  place  on  the  9th  day  of  November  last  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  aud  the  minister  plenipotentiary  ad  iHten'm  from  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  tbe  United  States.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  DecemKr  t6.  18^. 
To  the  House  of  Hepreseniaiives: 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  their  last  session  passed  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, wbich  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  "  presenting  tbe 
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thanks  of  CoDgress  to  Samuel  T.  Washington  for  the  service  sword  of 
George  Washington  and  the  staff  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  presented  by  him 
to  Congress."  This  resolution  (in  cons4M|ueiice,  c1oubtlc?i!t,  of  a  nit-rcly 
accidental  omission)  did  not  reach  me  until  after  the  adjonromeut  of 
Congress,  atid  therefore  did  not  receive  my  approval  and  signature,  which 
it  would  othcr\vi&e  promptly  ha\'e  received.  1  nevcrthelcSH  felt  myself 
at  liberty  and  deemed  it  entirely  proper  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  t«  Mr.  Washington,  as  is  manifested  by  the  accompanying 
copy  of  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  him.  The  joint  resohilion.  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  the  letter,  is  deposited  in  the  Department  of  State, 
and  can  be  withdrawn  and  communicated  to  the  House  if  it  see  cause  to 

reqaire  them, 

JOHN  TYLER. 

(ProB  MiM«llia«iou L«ttCT>,  Ocpartnnlof  sut«.] 
SAMCKI.  T.  WASHIHCTOH.  K«q.  WAS..IVCTON.  ^^7  ^. 

Dear  Sik:  I  wnd  yon  a  copy  of  a  joint  rvsolntion  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congreu 
expressive  of  tltc  estimate  vhicb  tbcy  place  upon  tlic  presents  wUicli  you  recently 
BUide  to  the  I'nited  States  of  Uic  sword  used  by  your  illtuuioufl  relative.  G«cJTge 
WaAingtoti,  ill  the  tnilttBry  career  of  his  e*rly  yowtli  in  the  Seven  Years'  Wnr.  «nd 
throughout  liic  Wjir  of  niir  Nntioiial  Imlepetiilcnce,  niiil  <»f  the  staff  bequeathed  by 
be  patriot,  statesman,  and  sage  Benjaniin  Franklin  to  the  same  leader  of  Hie  annles 
of  freedom  in  the  Rcvolutiooary  War,  CeofKc  Washington. 

Tliew  preciotts  relicit  have  been  accepted  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  and  ha\-efM>«i 
dcpo!nte<l  among  tW  archive*. 

1  avail  myaclf  of  the  opportunity  afforded  in  the  performance  of  this  pleasing  task 
to  tender  you  auuiaucc*  of  my  high  reapect  and  cMeeai. 

JOHN  TVLER. 

[Prom  Pockttod  IJnra.  nepaitimni  of  SUU.] 

JOINT  RBfiOLtTTION  prca«nliii(  the  Hunks  ot  Congicss  to  liBinuel  T.  Waahiiiflaa  for  th-e 

t»rvite  nword  ot  C(«rge  Waihlngton  and  the  *taS  at  BcDjamln  FtaakJla,  jircMnted  bj  bin 
lo  CMigrvu. 

Reiolved  unanimously  by  the  SfnaU  and  Ilouie  6/ RffrfumUtives  0/ the  Vnited 
Staiei  of  AtHcri(a  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  thanks  oF  this  Congress  be  pre- 
senteil  to  Snmuel  T.  WB«hi!ii{ton,  of  Ko^nawhji  CoMniy.  V«..  for  the  preitetil  of  the 
eword  Ksed  by  his  illiifllriouii  lelatjvc,  George  Washington,  in  the  tuihiary  career  of 
his  early  youth  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  ami  throughout  the  Wnr  <ii  our  National 
Independence,  and  of  the  stafT  b«]ueath«d  by  the  patriot,  atatesman,  and  aage  Den- 
JBBiin  Franklin  to  the  same  leader  of  the  armies  of  freedom  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  George  Waahington. 

That  these  preciou.*  relics  are  hereby  accepted  in  the  name  of  the  nation;  that 
tliey  be  dcpositeiJ  for  safe-ttecping  in  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States: 
and  that  a  copy  of  thix  reuilutlon,  signed  by  Uie  E'reaideiit  of  the  Senate  and  the 
SpvAker  of  the  liousc  of  Rcprcscutalivcs,  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Samuel  T. 
Washington. 

JOHN  WHITK, 
^eaJttr  0/  the  hotue  0/  Repreientativti. 

WILLIR  P.  MANGDM, 
J*resident  offkt  Sen«le  pro  temporr. 
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Wasbingtok,  December  26, 1843. 
To  the  Senate  9/ the  United  States: 

I  traiisniil  herewitli  a  comiuuuication  from  Ihe  War  Department,  con- 
taining all  the  information  aud  corre^wndcucc  iu  that  Department  "on 
the  subject  of  the  'mouatain  hov^-itzer'  takcu  by  Lieutenant  Fremont 
on  tlic  expedition  to  the  Oregon ' '  [Territory] ,  as  requested  by  the  teso- 
Itition  of  the  Senate  of  the  tSth  instant.  inHM  TVT  KR 

Washingtok,  D.  C,  Deeember  sj,  1S43, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States j 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  convention  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  cf 
the  citizens  and  Government  of  the  Mexican  Rcpubhc  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  of  the  citizens  and  Gwcmment  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Go\-erument  cf  the  Mexican  Republic,  wgned 
in  the  City  of  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  last  month. 

I  am  happy  to  lK:licvc  tliat  this  con^-cnlion  proridcs  as  fully  as  is  prac- 
ticable for  the  adjustment  of  allclaimsof  ourcitizeiisoniheC<n'eniment 
of  Mexico.  Thill  Gavemment  has  thus  aflorded  a  gratifying  proof  of  its 
promptness  aud  good  failh  in  obseiriny  the  stipulation  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  January  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington. /aw tta^j-  s,  1S44. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report*  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Ni\7  tu 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1S43. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington. /awtt^y  /o,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  Icttcrf  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
Qppy  of  a  correspoudeuce  between  that  officer  aud  the  minister  from  Por- 
tngal  near  this  Government,  to  wliidi  £  invite  the  attention  of  Congress. 

JOHN  TYLER- 

WashingTon.  January  16.  1844. 

To  tht  House  of  Representatives  of  ihe  United  States: 

In,  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth 
instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body  "copies 
of  all  correspondence  with  any  foreign  governuitut  rtlativ-e  to  the  title, 
boundary,  discovery,  and  settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon."  1  have 

*TtaiuaiUUtia  atwtncU  of  protMooU  mode  lolhe  Nuiy  Uennimcnt  Bud  itinrvcral  biircaiiL 
tRcUUuE  tu  Llic  ilulm  linlcd  on  the  wlnrs  ol  pprlusal  niiil  ill  ^kuicmiou*  by  utcill  act*  a[  Vut 
tlnllcd  SUM*  la  tIoIbMoii  oI  U>e  treaty  of  Aiutml  *">,  \^W, 


John  Tyler  ^^^^r  guS 

to  state  that  the  infonnation  called  for  fay  the  House  has  been  already 
from  time  to  lime  transmitted  to  Coagress.  with  the  exception  of  such 
corrcsjKtndcncc  as  lias  been  held  within  the  last  few  months  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  onr  minister  at  London;  that  there  is  a 
prospect  of  opening  a  negotiation  ou  the  subject  of  the  northwestern 
bouudar>-  of  the  United  States  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington of  the  newly  appointed  British  minister,  now  daily  expected;  and 
that  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  deemed  inexpedient,  with  a  view 
to  the  public  interest,  to  fiunish  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  above 
mcnUoned.  ^^^^  ^^LER. 

WASnn.'GTOK  CtTV,  January  IJ,  1844. 
To  the  Snafe  of  the  UnUed  Siairs: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Second  Lieutenant  D.  C. 
Buell,  Third  Infantrj*.  and  of  all  orders  and  papers  in  relation  thereto. 

I:  will  he  perceived  th.it  at  the  date  of  the  resolution  the  6nal  nctioo 
of  the  Executive  was  not  had  upon  the  case.  That  acliou  having  since 
taken  place,  it  is  communicated  with  the  papers. 

JOHN  TYLHR. 

Washington,  D.  C  ,  January  rp,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Represeniatives: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  15th  December,  1S43,  re- 
questing "  such  information  as  may  be  on  file  in  a-iy  of  the  Departments 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a  junction  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,"  I  transuiii  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  relation  thereto.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  z^,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Represeniatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  date  of  the  7th  ultimo,  accoiiipauied  by  3  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz.  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner 
Amistad.  j(jjjj^  TYLER. 

Washington, /<i«MO'  ■^^.  ''*//• 

To  the  House  of  Repreientatii-es.- 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  accompany- 
ing pcipers,  containing  the  infonnation  respecting  the  Indians  remaining 
at  present  in  Florida,  requested  by  a  resolution  of  ilie  House  of  Repre- 
MDtatives of  the  loth  instant.  JOHN  TYLER 
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Washington,  January  jo,  1844. 

To  Ihe  Senate  0/ the  United  Stales.- 

I  trananit  a  report*  of  the  War  Department,  prepared  under  a  resolu- 


tioa  oE  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Febrvaty  6,  1844. 
Tff  the  House  of  Represeniatifes: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  th<  House  of  Representatives  oj 
the  22d  Januarj-,  I  herewith  transmit  a  letlerf  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navj',  containing  all  the  informatjon  in  the  possessdon  of  that  Depart* 
ment  on  the  subject  to  which  the  rcsolutiou  refers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  7,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Umted  Stales. 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  their  reso- 
lution of  the  9th  of  January  last,  a  report!  from  the  Secretary-  of  State 


tnd  a  report^  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 


JOHN  TVXER. 


Washington,  February  p,  1844, 
To  ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  (xjmpliaucv  with  thf  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st  Janiiar>',  I 
herewith  transmit  the  accompauyiug  letter  |1  from  the  Secretary  of  the 


Kavy. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  12,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
Delawares  and  Wyandots,  by  which  the  Delawares  propose  to  convey  to 
the  Wyandots  certain  lauds  therein  mentioned,  for  the  rattEcatiou  and 
approval  of  the  Senate,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
marked  A  and  B. 

My  mind  is  not  clear  of  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  Executive  to 
act  in  the  matter,  but  being  opposed  to  the  aasaiiiption  of  any  doubtful 
power,  I  have  considered  it  beat  to  submit  the  agreement  to  yoiu*  eoDsEd* 

*"*«*"■  JOHN  TYLER. 

■aeU-Unf  la  the  proeeedliig*  \ni  eondnel  of  Uf  ChocUwcommlMlon,  ritiini  laUi«  Stale  of 
Mbainiptrf,  nndcr  Ibr  Daednx  RkbUl  Cmk  trealy. 
f  HcUlluK  toappdnloxnUarmMKre'  tuatemiudlhc  pmliioiKiiiFnt  of  the  utilug  o(  Ibc  frigaic 

tStaMni  that  there  haa  heen  no (orTe*pond»nM  wlih  ilif  nrttuti  nawrnnient  relative  lo  pn*- 
enl*.  elc.,  by  thai  r.<n«niu cut  to  ImUaniln  the  LJnltcfl  Slates. 

iTiDHBialttitig  a  leilcc  frain  ttic  Cuwia in* inner  of  Indian  AlTaln  relative  lo  pmniia,  etc  tv 
latlia.ai  U  llic  L'Dtleil  Stales  by  Ihc  Urlti-h  ■.ivYtmineoi. 

I  KeUtiD^  iva  jiropaani  cxtcTitioQ  of  Ibe  cl»li-r«  uJ  tbc  Ifamc  f^uu-lraa. 


John  Tyler  2130 

Washington,  FebntAry  12,  1S44. 
To  iht  Stnaie  ef  the  Untied  Stales; 

I  transmit  hcicwilh  a  letter  from  the  gm-ernor  of  Itm-a,  accompanied 
by  a  memorial  from  the  lepslative  assembly  of  that  Territory,  asking 
admission  as  an  independent  State  into  tbe  Uiiiou. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  12,  iS^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  trniled  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Captain  R.  F.  Stock- 
too,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  relative  to  the  vessel  of  war  the  Prinee- 
ten,  which  has  been  constnicted  under  his  supervision  and  direction,  and 
recommend  the  same  to  the  attentive  cou&iduratiou  of  Confess, 

JOHN  TVLER. 

To  the  Senate  efthe  United  Stales:  Fsbrdary  15.  1844. 

I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
submictins  a  report  from  the  Comotissioncr  of  the  Ccncral  Laud  Office 
and  accompanying  papers,  in  an^nver  to  a  resolulinn  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  6th  instant,  requesting  certain  information  respecting  the 
receipt  by  local  land  officers  of  fees  not  authorized  b>-  law  and  the  meas- 
ures which  have  hcca  adopted  in  reference  thereto. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehmary  /j,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  and  liotue  ef  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  accompanying  letter 
from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  I  herewith  transmit  certain 
re»lations*  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation  to  a 
digest  of  the  decisions  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washincton,  February  20,  1844. 

To  the  H<mse  ef  Representatives  of  the  United  Sfafes: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  rcportt  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing 
the  information  requested  in  the  resolution  of  the  Honsc  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  29th  ultimo. 

In  order  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  matter  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  transmit  with  the  informatiuu  rei^uested  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the 
Adjutant-General  to  Brevet  Major-GeuenU  Gaines,  with  the  documeotb 
to  which  it  refers.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

■AiktBB  (be  publieatiim  >nd  dialiiUulion  at  a  AigtU  OS  llir  <lt«>*ioii*  nl  )h*  3upn«B*Co«tt  ot 
Ihr  ITsilad  ttUKa. 
i  RclatiBi  lo  tbo  >FUI«incnt  of  lUc  mcouuu  »I  Uojo'-i-.ciurnil  C«itia.  etc 
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Washington,  February  30,  184^, 
To  thi  Senaie  ef  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  to  tlic  Senate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
aocompnnying  documents,  in  sinswer  to  tbeir  resolution  of  the  jtst  of 
JaDuar>-  last.  ^^^^  ^y^^Pj^ 

Washington,  February  21, 1844, 
Tfi  the  House  cf  Representatives  of  the  UniUd  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Kcprcscntalivcs,  in  atiswer  to  their 
resolution  of  the  i6th  instant.  «  report  f  from  the  Secretary  ol  State,  wilb 
the  GorrespoadeDce  therein  referred  to.  lOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  February  sj,  1844, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  commuuicatiou  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  which  I  invite  the  panicular  attention  of  Congress.  The  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  ihe  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  direct  trans- 
fers of  appropriation  in  the  naval  service  under  certain  circumstances" 
h.15  this  day  met  with  my  appro\'al,  under  no  expectation  tliat  it  can  be 
rendered  available  to  the  present  wants  of  the  aer\'icc.  but  aa  contain* 
ing  an  expoatioa  of  the  views  of  Congress  as  to  the  entire  policy  ol 
transfers  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to  any  other  in  the  naval  serv- 
ice and  as  a  guide  to  the  Executive  in  the  administraliou  of  the  dudes 
of  that  Department.  The  restrictions  laid  upon  the  power  to  transfer 
by  the  latter  clauses  of  the  act  have  rendered  ita  passage  of  no  avail  at 
the  present  moment. 

It  will,  however,  be  perceived  by  the  docnnient  accompanjnng  the 
report  of  the  Secretar>'  that  there  has  been  realized  by  recent  sales  of  old 
Iron,  copper,  and  other  materials  the  sum  of  $1 16,922.79.  These  sales 
were  ordered  for  the  expresB  purpose  nf  enabling  the  Executive  to  com- 
plete certain  sliips  now  ou  the  stocks,  the  completion  of  wliicli  is  called  for 
by  the  economical  wants  of  the  service;  and  the  doubt  existing  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  apply  this  sum  to  the  objects  contemplated 
proceeds  from  the  fact  that  the  late  Secretarj-  of  the  Navy  directed  them 
to  be  placed  in  the  Trcasur>',  although  in  doing  so  be  had  no  intention  of 
diverting  them  from  their  intended  head  of  expenditure.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasurj*.  however,  has  brought  himself  to  the  opinion  that  they 
could  only  be  entered  under  the  head  of  miscellancotis  receipts,  and  there- 
fore can  only  be  withdrawn  by  authority  of  an  express  act  of  Congress, 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  passage  of  such  an  act  without  delay. 

As  intimately  associated  with  the  means  of  public  defense,  I  can  not 

■KclitJnE  to  sinvcs  eomniltlfiiecTiiacs  iiid  can pliiK  from  Ibprnllcd  Stntr*  to  the  Britla<i  domln* 
laiiinnTc  tlieraUficatlonof  ilicdcniy  o[iet).«uc)0icrcriu«torthc  Briibh  autlK>dtlc«te  iHvctbea) 
up,  mul  to  the  vonct ruction  wliicti  the  British  Cavemneiit  put*  uiKtii  thcnrtlclc  of  >«iH  iTMity  rcli»- 
tivt  to  ilavd  Kiminilliiii'  oiniM  In  Hit  Unilvd  StotM  and  lakiug  rrfuge  in  the  BriiJili  domlaiatis. 

tRelatlDK  to  a  dt^manil  upon  thr  Brtllih  Govcramrnt  for  (lie  mrrrnderof  ccniiiii  Iuiiiliv«  crlml- 
Bftl*  [ram  Florida  uDilcr  Itac  {itovUtMi*  at  the  leuU>  arUclc  ut  Uic  (nmty  ol  Wnalumitliia. 


John  Tyler 
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forbear  urging  upoa  you  the  importance  of  constructing,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  brought  into  use  in  the  construction  of  the  /V'«(V- 
ioH.  several  ships  of  war  of  a  larger  class,  hetter  fitted  ihaii  that  ship  to 
the  h^av-j'  annanient  wliich  should  be  placed  on  board  of  them.  The  suc- 
ctss  which  has  so  eminently  crowned  this  firsl  experiment  should  encour- 
age Congress  to  lose  no  time  in  nvailing  the  countr>'  of  all  the  important 
*)eue6t9  so  ob\*iously  destined  to  flow  from  it.  Other  nations  will  speedily 
"ive  their  attention  to  the  subject,  and  it  would  be  criminal  in  the  United 
States,  the  first  to  apply  to  practical  pur^M>ses  the  great  power  which 
has  been  brought  into  use.  to  permit  others  to  avail  themselves  of  our 
improvements  while  wc  stood  hstlcsaty  and  supinely  by.  In  the  number 
of  steam  vessels  of  war  we  are  greatly  surpassed  by  other  nations,  and  yet 
to  Americans  is  the  world  indebted  for  that  great  discovery  of  tlie  means 
of  successfully  applying  steam  power  which  has  in  the  last  quarter  cen- 
tury so  materially  chang^  the  condition  of  tlie  world.  ^A^e  have  now 
taken  another  and  even  bolder  step,  the  results  of  which  upon  the  affairs 
of  nations  remain  still  to  be  determined,  and  I  catt  not  but  flatter  myself 
that  it  will  be  followed  up  without  loss  ot  time  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
public  demands.  The  Secretaij'  of  the  Na\'y  will  be  instructed  to  lay 
before  you  .initable  estimates  of  the  cost  of  con.'it meting  so  many  ships  ol 
such  size  aud  dimenaons  as  you  may  think  proper  lo  order  to  be  built. 

The  application  of  steam  power  to  ships  of  war  no  longer  confines  us 
to  the  seaboard  in  their  construction.  The  urgent  demands  of  the  scT\-ice 
for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  substitution  of  iron  for  wood  In  the  con-' 
straction  of  ships  plainly  point  to  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard  at 
some  suitable  place  on  the  Mississippi.  The  coal  fields  and  iron  mines 
of  the  extensive  region  watered  by  that  noble  river  recommend  such  an 
establishment,  wliile  high  considerations  of  public  policy  would  lead  to 
(be  same  conclusion. 

One  of  the  complaints  of  the  Western  States  against  the  actual  opera- 
tion of  our  s%'stem  of  government  is  that  wliile  large  and  increasing 
expenditures  of  public  money  are  made  on  the  Atlantic  frontier  the  ex- 
penditures in  the  interior  arc  comparatively  smalt.  The  lime  has  now 
arrived  when  this  cause  of  complaint  may  be  in  a  great  measure  removed 
by  adopting  the  legitimate  and  necessary  policy  which  I  have  indicated, 
thereby  throwing  around  the  States  another  bond  of  union. 

I  could  not  forego  the  favorable  opportunity  which  has  presented  itself, 
growing  out  of  the  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
urge  upon  you  the  foregoing  rccommeudalious. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  29,  ^944. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Represnttatives  0/  tiu  United  States: 

1  have  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  announcing  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  late  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Gilmer,  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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This  most  lamentable  occiirrenoe  tranq)ired  on  board  tlic  United  States 
ship  of  war  the  PrincttoH  on  yesterday  at  about  lialf  past  4  o'clock  in  tlie 
evening,  and  proceeded  from  the  explosion  of  one  of  the  large  guns  of 
that  ship. 

The  loss  which  tlic  Government  and  tlie  cottntry  lutve  sustained  by  thiA 
deplorable  event  is  hcig^htcncd  by  the  death  at  the  same  time  and  by  th« 
same  cause  of  several  distinguished  pcnions  and  valuable  citizens. 

I  shall  be  permitted  to  express  my  great  grief  at  an  occmrence  wbicli 
lias  thus  suddenly  strickeu  from  my  side  two  gentlemen  upon  whose 
advice  I  so  confidently  relied  in  the  discharge  of  u-.y  arduous  task  of 
administering  the  office  of  the  executive  department,  and  who«c  services 
at  this  interesting  period  were  of  such  vast  importance. 

In  some  relief  of  the  public  sorrow  which  must  necessarily  accompany 
this  most  painful  event,  it  affords  me  luuch  satisfaction  to  say  tliat  it  was 
produced  by  no  carelessness  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  oE  the  Princeton,  but  must  be  set  down  as  one  of  those  casualties 
which  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  attend  upon  every  service,  and  which 
are  invariablj'  incident  to  the  tcmixiral  affairs  of  mankind.  I  will  also 
add  that  it  in  no  measure  detracts  from  the  value  of  the  inipro\-ement 
contemplated  in  tlie  construction  of  the  Princrlon  or  fmin  the  merits  of 
her  brave  and  distinguished  cuuunaudcr  and  projector. 

JOHN  TYLER- 


I 
I 

i 


Washington,  March  7, 1S44. 
To  the  HoHie  of  Represtntatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  documents,  containing  the  information  requested  by 
their  resoLutioa  of  the  26th  ultimo.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  Mareh  s,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Represeniativts: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatis-es  of 
the  loth  of  January  last.  J  communicate  to  that  body  a  rcportf  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  ai  interim,  which  embraces  the  information  called 
for  by  said  resolution.  ^^^^  TYLKR.. 


Washington,  March  8,  1S44. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  S*aies: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report,  J  with  the  documents  accompa- 
nying it,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that 
body  of  the  25th  of  January,  1S44.  JOHN  1*YLKR. 

■  KtlAtioo'  to  (be  colony  of  LHirfJ*.  id  Africa. 

t  KflAting  to  the  produrtloa,  cmwUi.  ui<l  (ladr  lo  lob*E«a. 

iTraiMmitliDC  ounn.  rcluru.  etc.  of  coojula anil  conuDcrcUl  aiaiti  of  Ihe  United  SUIea. 


John  Tyler  2134 

Washington,  March  p,  1S44. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st 

ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  zi,  1844. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  reportf  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  iz,  184.4.. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  J  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th 
«lti°io-  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  18,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  c^  Representatives  of  the  18th  of  January 
last.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  ip,  1844. 
To  the  Seriate  tf  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  ||  from  the  Secretary  (rf  State  and  certain 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  8th  instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  20, 1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
documents,  containing  the  information**  requested  by  their  resolution 
of  the  23d  ultimo.  JOHN  TYLER. 

•  Relating  to  tb«  abuse  of  the  United  state*  fl«K  in  subwrvirncc  to  th«  African  slave  tnde,  atid  to 
tbe  taking  away  of  slaves  the  propeity  of  Portuguese  subjects  In  vessels  owned  or  employed  by 
cllizens  of  the  ITnited  States. 

t  Transmit  ting  list  of  officers  appointed  In  the  Navy  since  June  i.  1B43. 

tTranEmltting  list  of  ofHccn  appointed  in  the  Army  since  June  >,  tE^j. 

j  Transmitting  list  of  persons  employed  by  the  Department  of  State  without  express  aatholl^ 
of  law,  etc.,  from  Uardi  4,  1837,  to  December  31,  1843,  inclusive. 

I  Transmitting  the  commiMJon  appointing  Caleb  Cushlng  a  representative  of  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States  to  China;  papers,  etc.  concerning  tbe  payment  of  tfD,oao,  appropriated  for 
sending  a  commlaaioner,  etc.,  to  China. 

*•  Relating  to  the  interpretation  of  the  teittta  article  of  tbe  tr^ty  of  August  9,  1842,  between  tlte 
Doited  StMca  and  Great  Britain. 
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Washington,  Manh  go,  1844 
To  ihe  Hovsf  of  RepmenlativesT 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  House  of  Representativesacopy  of  the  con- 
vention concluded  on  the  rjth  day  of  Marcii.  1841,  between  the  United 
Stales  and  the  Republic  of  Peru,  u-hich  has  been  duly  ratified  and  of 
which  the  ratifications  have  been  exchanged. 

The  commiinication  of  ihia  treaty  is  now  made  to  the  end  that  suitable 
measures  may  be  adopted  to  give  effect  to  the  first  article  thacof,  which 
proindcs  for  the  distributidti  among  the  claimants  uf  the  sum  of  $500,000, 
thereby  stipulated  to  be  paid.  JOHN  YYLHR. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

Washington  City.  Manh  36, 1644.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statet- 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  report  and  papers*  refencd  to  in  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  20th.  of  fcbruar)'  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


WASTTINflTON,  March  26,  1844. 
To  the  ffotise  of  Representatives  0/ the  United  States: 

I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  CongrcBs  the  accompanjTng'  commu- 
nication from  A.  Pageot,  minister  pleuipotentiarj*  ad  interim  of  the  King 
of  the  French,  upon  the  subject  of  the  tonnage  duties  le\-ied  on  French 
vessels  coming  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  from  the  islands  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon,  and  proposing  to  place  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  islands  upon  the  same  fcxjting  as  now  exists  with  the  islands 
of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupc,  as  regulated  by  the  acts  of  the  9tli.  of 
May,  1828,  and  of  the  13th  of  July,  1832.  No  reason  is  perceived  for 
the  discrimination  recognized  by  the  existing  law,  and  none  why  the  pro- 
pisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  referred  to  should  not  be  extended  to  the 


commerce  of  the  islands  in  question. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


To  the  Senate.'  Washington.  Jtfarck  27, 1844. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  commtmication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, to  whom  I  had  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th 
December  last,  showing  that  the  inform ationf  called  for  by  that  resolu- 
tion can  not  be  furnished  from  authentic  data. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

•  BrlBllns  to  the  sartry  of  the  haibor  of  SI.  TjOUl9. 

tStnlcRif  nl  oi  ihc  rxtx'"illtuie<i  of  (lie  Oovc-mnirnt  uch  year  frotri  lt»  oiiciialiatinn  up  to  tbc 
pnaeoi  period,  •ttd  ofaGO  tad  tat  wti«i  punWM  ilicac  utpcnditiirn  wcrt  nada. 


John  Tyler 
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Washington,  D.  C.  ,  April  p,  r8^. 
To  the  House  of  ReprescntaHves: 

In  coispliaoce  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rcprefieutatives  of  the 
23d  of  March  last,  requesting  the  Pre«dent  to  lay  before  the  Hotise  "the 
authority  and  the  true  copies  of  all  requests  and  applications  upon  which 
he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  interfere  with  the  naval  and  military  forces  of 
the  United  States  od.  the  occasion  of  the  recent  attempt  of  the  people 
of  Rhode  Island  to  establish  a  free  constitution  in  the  place  of  the  old 
charter  govemment  of  that  State;  also  copies  of  the  instructions  to  and 
statements  of  the  charter  commissioners  sent  to  him  by  the  then  existing 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  also  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  charter  gavem* 
ment  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  all  the  papers  and  documents 
connected  with  the  same;  also  copies  of  the  correspondence,  if  any, 
between  the  heads  of  Departments  and  said  charter  government  or  any 
person  or  persons  connected  with  the  said  government,  and  of  any  accom- 
panying  papers  and  documents;  also  copies  of  all  orders  issued  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Departments,  to  military 
oEBcers  for  the  movement  or  employment  of  troops  to  or  in  Rhode  Island; 
also  copies  of  all  orders  to  naval  officers  to  prepare  steam  or  other  vessels 
of  the  United  States  forseri'ice  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  also  copies 
of  all  orders  to  the  officers  of  re^'cuue  cutters  for  the  same  service;  also 
copies  of  any  instnictions  borne  by  the  Secretary-  of  War  to  Rhode  Island 
on  his  visit  in  1842  to  review  the  troops  of  the  charter  government;  also 
copies  of  any  order  or  orders  to  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Nav>'  to  report  themselves  to  the  charter  government ;  and  that  lie  be 
reqncsted  to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of  any  other  papers  or  docu* 
meats  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  connected  with  this  subject  not 
above  specifically  enumerated,"  I  have  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Executive  did  not  deem  it  his  "duty  to  interfere  with  the  •a^'wX  and 
mihtary  forces  of  the  United  States"  in  the  late  disturbances  in  Rhode 
Island;  that  no  orders  were  issued  by  the  Executive  or  any  of  the 
Departments  to  military  officers  for  the  movement  or  employment  of 
troops  to  or  in  Rhode  Island  other  than  those  which  accompany  this 
message  and  which  contemplated  the  strengthening  of  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Adams,  which,  considering  the  extent  of  the  agitation  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  esteemed  necessary  and  judidouH;  that  no  orders  were  issued 
to  naval  officers  to  prepare  steam  or  other  ^-essels  of  the  United  States 
for  service  in  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  that  no  orders  were  issued 
"to  the  officers  of  the  rt-\-enuc  cutters  for  said  service;"  that  no  instruc- 
tions were  borne  by  "the  Secretary  of  War  to  Rhode  Island  on  his  visit 
\\\\%if2  to  review  ihftroopicf  the  thartergoverHment;"  that  uo  orders  were 
given  to  any  officer  or  ofticers  of  the  Army  or  Navy  to  report  themselves 
to  the  charter  government;  that  "requests  and  applications "  were 
made  to  the  Executive  to  fulfill  the  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  which 
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impose  on  the  Federal  Govcninicnt  the  obligation  to  protect  and  defend 
each  State  of  the  Union  against  "domestic  vJoletice  and  foreign  invasion," 
but  the  Kxeciitive  ■was  at  no  time  con\'inced  that  the  eaivs  firdfris  had 
arisen  which  required  the  interposition  of  ihe  military  or  naval  power  to 
the  controversy  which  unhappily  existed  between  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island.  I  was  in  no  manner  prevented  from  so  interfering  hy  the  inqmo' 
whether  Rhode  Island  existed  as  an  independent  State  of  the  L'nion 
under  a  charter  granted  at  an  early  period  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
or  not.  It  was  enough  for  the  Rxecutive  to  know  that  she  was  recog- 
nized as  a  sovereign  State  by  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  1783;  that  at 
a  later  day  she  had  in  common  with  her  aster  States  poured  oat  her  blood 
and  freely  expended  her  treasure  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  that  she 
was  a  parly  to  the  Articles  of  Coiifederaliou;  that  at  an  after  period 
the  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  a  free,  independent, 
and  republican  State;  and  tliat  iu  this  character  she  has  always  possessed 
her  fnll  quota  of  representation  in  the  Senate  and  Hoiise  of  Representa- 
tives; and  that  up  to  a  recent  day  she  has  conducted  all  her  domestic 
affairs  and  fulfilled  all  her  obligations  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  in 
peace  and  war.  under  her  tharUr  govcmnunt.  as  it  is  denominated  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  23d  March.  I  must  be  permitted,  to  dta- 
chiiui  entirely  and  unqualifiedly  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  Kxccuti\-e 
to  make  any  real  or  supposed  defects  existing  in  any  State  constitution  or 
form  of  government  the  pretext  for  a  failure  to  enforce  the  laws  or  the 
guaranties  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  any 
such  State.  I  utterly  repudiate  the  idea,  in  terms  as  emphatic  as  I  can 
employ,  that  those  laws  are  not  to  be  enforced  or  those  guaraiitias  com- 
plied with  because  ihe  President  may  believe  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
or  any  other  gnrat  popular  right  is  either  too  restricted  or  tuu  broadly 
enlarged.  I  also  'with  equal  strength  resist  the  idea  that  it  falls  within 
the  Executive  competency  to  decide  in  controversies  of  the  nature  of 
that  which  existed  in  Rhode  Island  on  which  side  is  the  majority  of  the 
people  or  as  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  a  mere  numerical  majority. 
For  the  Executive  to  assume  snch  a  power  would  be  to  assume  a  power 
of  the  most  dangerous  character.  Under  such  assuniptious  the  States  of 
this  Union  would  have  uo  security  for  peace  or  tranquillity,  but  might 
be  converted  into  the  mere  instruments  of  Executive  will.  Actuated  by 
selfish  pui^uses,  he  might  become  the  great  agitator,  fomenting  assaults 
upon  the  State  constitutions  and  declaring  the  majority  of  to-day  to  be 
the  minority  of  to-morrow,  and  the  minority,  in  its  turn,  the  majority, 
before  whose  decrees  the  established  order  of  things  in  the  State  should 
be  snbvcrtcd.  Revolution,  civil  commotiou,  and  bloodshed  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequences.  The  provision  iu  the  Constitution  intended  for 
the  security  of  the  States  would  thus  be  turned  into  the  instrument  of 
their  destruction.  The  President  would  become,  in  fact,  the  great  cohsH- 
ttitioH  makci  fur  tUe  Stales,  and  all  power  would  be  vested  in  his  bands. 


JohH  Tyler 


ai^S 


Wlien,  therefore,  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  by  his  letter  of  the  4th 
of  April,  1842,  made  a  requisition  upon  the  Kxecutive  for  aid  to  put  down 
the  late  disturbances,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  recognizing  the  obligations 
of  the  Executive  to  furnish  such  aid  upon  the  occiureuce  u£  the  conlin- 
(Cency  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  and  Jaw-s.  My  letter  of  the  i  ith 
of  April,  in  reply  to  the  governor's  letter  of  the  4th.  is  herewith  coiumu- 
utcated,  together  with  all  correspoudeuce  which  passed  at  a  subsequent 
day  and  the  letters  and  documents  mentJooed  in  the  schedule  hereunto 
annexed.  From  the  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  Rhode  Island,  it  will  not  escape  obser\'n.tion  that  while 
I  regarded  it  as  my  duty  to  announce  the  principles  by  which  X  should 
Rovem  myself  in  the  contingency  of  an  arracd  interposition  on  the  part 
of  this  OiJi-cnuncnt  being  necessary  to  uphold  the  tights  nf  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  to  prcscni:  its  domestic  peace,  yet  that  the  strong 
hope  wiut  indulged  and  expressed  that  all  the  difficulties  would  disap- 
pear before  an  enlightened  policy  of  conciliation  and  compromise.  lu 
that  spirit  I  addressed  to  Go\'ernor  King  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  May, 
1843,  marked  "private  and  confidential,"  and  received  his  reply  of  the 
rrth  of  May  of  the  same  year.  Thedeareof  the  Executi\x  was  from  the 
beginning  to  bring  the  dispute  to  a  termination  without  the  iutcrpositton 
of  the  military  power  of  the  United  States,  and  it  will  continue  to  he  a 
subject  of  self-congratulation  that  this  leading  object  of  policy  was  finally 
accomplished.  The  Executive  roasted  all  entreaties,  however  urgent, 
to  depart  from  this  line  of  conduct.  Information  from  private  sources 
had  led  the  Executix-e  to  conclude  that  little  else  was  designed  by  Mr. 
Dorr  and  liis  adherents  than  mere  menace  with  a  \-iew  to  intimidation; 
nor  was  this  opinion  in  any  degree  shaken  until  the  3zd  of  Juue,  1842, 
wheu  it  was  strongly  represented  from  reliable  sources,  as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  document  herewith  communieated^  that  preparations 
were  making  by  Mr.  Dorr,  with  a  large  force  in  arms,  to  invade  the 
State,  which  force  had  been  recruited  in  the  neighlnring  States  and  had 
been  already  preceded  l)y  the  collection  of  militar>'  stores  in  considerable 
quantities  at  one  or  two  points.  This  was  a  state  of  things  to  which  the 
Executive  could  not  be  indifferent.  Mr.  Dorr  speedily  afterwords  took 
up  his  headquarters  at  Chepachet  and  assumed  the  command  of  what 
wa.<t  reported  to  be  a  large  force,  drawn  chiefly  from  voluntary  enlist- 
menLt  made  in  neighboring  States.  The  Executive  could  with  difficulty 
bring  itself  to  realize  the  fact  tliat  the  citizens  of  other  States  should  have 
forgotten  their  duty  to  themselves  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  have  entered  into  the  highly  reprehensible  and  indefensible 
course  of  iuterferiug  so  far  in  Uie  concerns  of  a  sister  State  as  to  have 
entered  into  plans  of  invasion,  conquest,  and  re\'olution;  but  the  Execu- 
tive felt  it  to  be  its  duly  to  look  minutely  into  the  matter,  and  therefore 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  disp-ilched  to  Rhode  Island  with  instructions 
(a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted),  and  was  authorized,  should 
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a  requisilion  be  made  upon  the  Executive  hy  the  goveniment  of  Rhode 
Island  iu  pursuance  of  law.  and  the  invaders  should  not  .nhandon  their 
purposes,  to  call  upon  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
for  a  sufficient  number  of  militia  at  once  to  arrest  the  invasion  and  to 
interpose  such  of  the  regular  troops  as  could  be  spared  from  Fort  Adams 
for  the  defense  of  the  city  of  Providence  in  the  event  of  its  being  attacked, 
as  was  strongly  represented  to  he  iu  contemplation.  Happily  there  was 
no  necessity  for  either  issuing  the  proclaniatJou  or  the  requisition  or  for 
removing  the  troops  from  Fort  Adams,  where  they  had  heeu  properly 
stationed.  Chepachet  was  evacuated  and  Mr.  Dorr's  troops  dispersed 
without  the  necessity  of  the  interpositiou  of  any  mihlary  force  by  this 
Goveniment,  thus  confirming  me  iu  m/  early  impressions  that  nothing 
more  bad  been  designed  from  the  first  by  those  associated  with  Mr.  Dorr 
than  to  excite  fear  and  apprehension  and  thereby  to  obtain  concessions 
from  the  constituted  authorities  which  might  be  claimed  as  a  triumph 
over  the  existing  Kovermiient. 

With  the  dispersion  of  Mr.  Dorr's  troops  ended  all  difficulties.  A  con- 
vention was  shortly  afterwards  called,  by  due  course  of  law,  to  amend  the 
fundamental  law,  and  n  new  constitution,  based  on  more  liberal  principle* 
than  that  abrogated,  was  propased,  and  adopted  by  the  people.  Thiis 
the  great  American  experiment  of  a  change  in  government  under  the 
influence  of  opinion  and  not  of  force  has  been  again  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, aud  the  State  and  people  of  Rhode  Island  repose  in  safety  under 
institutions  of  their  own  adoption,  untenified  by  any  future  prospect  of 
oecessar>'  change  and  secure  against  domestic  \'iolence  and  invasion  fmm 
abroad.  I  congratulate  the  country  upon  so  happy  a  tenuinatioii  of  a 
condition  of  things  which  seemed  at  one  lime  seriously  to  thre-iten  the 
public  peace.  It  may  justly  be  regarded  as  worthy  of  the  age  and  of 
the  country  in  which  we  live.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Tlie   PBBSIDENT  OP  TUB   UWITED  STAntS.  PROVIDSKCS,  Afiril  4.  rf^. 

Sib:  Tlic  Stntc  of  Rhode  lalAiid  is  t>ir?&t«»«il  with  domestic  violence.  Appr» 
hcniliiiK  thiit  the  lejrislmurc  can  not  tw  ronvrncd  in  Mifliclciit  season  to  applj  to  tb« 
Goveriunent  of  the  t'nitwi  Statea  for  effectual  protection  in  this  case,  I  hereby  applj 
to  you,  as  the  executive  of  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  for  Uic  pn>tcction  which  is 
iwjuiretl  liy  the  Cooitiliillonof  tlit?  tJnilcil  SlJitwt.  To  communicsttr  more  fully  with 
you  on  Uiis  subject,  I  have  appointed  John  Whipple,  John  Brown  Fiaacis,  snd 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  esqs..  three  of  our  mo&t  distinguished  ciliiens,  to  proct»cI  toWach. 
tngtun  and  to  oinke  hnown  to  you  in  behnlf  of  thin  SUtte  the  circumstances  which 
call  for  the  intcrposiUou  of  Uic  Go\'Ctnment  of  the  United  States  for  our  protccUoiL 
I  am,  sir,  very  rc&pcctfuUy,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

S.\M.  W.  KING. 
Governor  of  Rkodt  Fsl«m4. 

The   PRESIDEMT  OF  TBK  DkiTKD  STATUS.  PROVTOENCH.  AprU  4.  t84». 

Sm:  For  nenrly  n  y«nf  last  past  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island  has  been  agitated  by 
(evolutionary  movement)!,  and  is  now  llin»t«ned  with  domestic  violence 


John  Tyler 
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Tile  report  *  of  &  joint  coninittce  of  bo4fa  branches  of  the  legislKture  of  this  Stikt«, 
«rith  an  act'  and  naolutioaa'  accooipanyuig  the  Hmc.  hcrcwitli  communicated, 
were  passed  unanimously  br  the  senate,  and  by  a  vote  of  60  to  6  in  the  houM  ol 
rcprwicntativcs,     Tlie  Irgi&IntuiT  ailjoumr^i  to  tlie  first  Titewlaj-  of  Miiy  nrxt. 

It  hiu  become  my  duty  by  one  of  these  resolution))  to  adopt  eai-h  m<-nsurcs  m  in 
my  opinion  may  be  necessary  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  to  execute  the  lairs  and 
I»rcscn,-e  the  State  from  domestic  violence. 

The  provi&ioBB  of  tbv  eairl  act  "in  relation  to  offenses  against  the  Mtvcntgn  powv 
of  thia  State"  lure  created  much  excitement  among  that  portion  of  the  people  irho 
lia\c  unequivocally  declared  their  intention  to  set  up  another  gorcmtncnt  in  thit. 
State  and  to  put  dn«-n  the  existing  govcmntenl,  and  they  threaten,  individually  and 
collectively,  to  rwist  the  execution  of  this  act.  The  numbers  '►f  this  party  are  auf- 
EcicRtly  fonnidftblc  to  threaten  seriou&ly  our  peace,  nnd  in  souic  portions  of  tlic  State, 
and  ill  this  city  paiticulnrly,  may  constitute  a  majority  of  the  physical  force,  though 
the>-  are  a  minority  of  the  pcc^lc  of  the  Slate. 

Uniler  the  dangers  which  now  thrcsten  us,  I  have  appointed  John  Whipple,  John 
Bfovn  Francis,  and  Elislia  R.  Potter,  esqs,,  three  of  our  most  distiuguishcd  citizcus, 
to  proceed  to  Washington  and  consult  with  you  in  behalf  of  this  State,  with  a  view 
that  such  precautionary  Tneaaures  may  be  taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  may  nRord  ns  that  protection  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
nquirea.  Tijere  is  but  little  doubt  that  a  proclamation  from  the  President  of  thn 
United  States  and  the  presence  here  of  a  militaiy  officer  to  act  under  the  nuthority 
of  the  United  Stales  would  destroy  the  delusion  which  is  now  so  prrvii1ent,a]id  con- 
vince the  deluded  that  in  o  contest  with  the  govemnieut  of  this  State  they  would  be 
involved  in  o  contest  with  the  CoTemment  of  the  United  States,  which  could  only 
cvcntuiitc  in  their  de&tmction. 

As  no  Slate  can  keep  troops  in  time  of  peace  without  the  content  of  Coiiktcm, 
there  is  the  more  necessity  that  we  should  be  protected  by  those  who  have  the 
means  of  protection.  We  shall  do  all  we  can  for  ourselves.  The  Government  of 
the  tinitetl  State*  hits  tlie  power  to  prevent  as  well  as  tu  defenil  us  from  violence. 
The  jjnitecilon  provided  by  the  Constitution  of  Uie  United  Statex  will  :iot  be  effec- 
tual nnlcaa  snch  precamionary  measures  may  be  taken  aa  ore  necessary  to  prevent 
lawless  men  froui  breiikinK  out  into  %'iolenc«,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  State  from 
further  violence  after  It  has  broken  out.  Preventive  measures  are  the  most  prudent 
Qud  safe,  and  aUo  Uie  most  uierciful. 

The  protective  power  would  be  lamentably  deficient  if  "the  beginning  of  strife," 
whi<:h  "is  like  the  lettioK'  out  of  waters,"  c^ui  not  be  prevented,  und  no  protection 
can  be  affonlcd  llie  State  until  to  tuany  it  would  lie  too  late. 

The  above-named  genUemeii  are  (iilly  authorized  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  I*Und  in  this  emergency,  and  carry  with  them  such  documents  nnd  pr<>of  as 
will,  no  doubt,  Mtisfy  you  tluit  the  interposition  of  the  authority  of  the  Govcmmcut 
of  the  United  Sliiten  will  be  ^cilutnry  and  effectual. 

I  un,  ail,  very  respectfully,  your  obediant  Kivuit, 

SAM.  W.  KDJG. 
Covtntor  of  RhotU  lilamd. 


Apsil  *t,  184a. 

Mv  Drar  Sir:  t  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  see  the  committee  from  Rhode  Island 
as  soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  oit  may  suit  your  convenience? 

I  regret  to  leant  from  Mr.  Francis  tliat  tlie  leaning  of  your  mind  was  decidedly 
■gainst  any  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  upon  the  ground  that  fire  sh/' 
/rag*  mu«l  prevail.  Undoubtedly  it  will.  That  i«  not  the  question.  The  freeliold- 
eni  of  Rhode  Island  have  j-ielded  tliat  point,  and  the  <m!y  question  is  between  their 
constitutioa,  providing  (or  an  cztcosion  of  suffragie,  and  oora,  containing  juistaniiaiiji 

*oiBMed. 

t  AddrcsKd  lo  Itae  Proidcnl  of  tbe  rotted  stales. 
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the  «w«ff  provision — whelhei  th«if  roost itution  shall  be  carried  ont  \i^  forct »/ arva 
withftttt  a.  majoritv,  or  the  preaenl  govern tticnl  be  supported  utifil  tt,  cniutitBtioD  Can 
be  aKTced  upon  lliat  wil!  comiimiul  a  majority.  Ncitlier  their  constitution  nor  oura 
has  aa  yvl  received  a  nmjnrity  of  the  free  wliite  niBlrs  over  ai  ywre  of  a^.  Tier* 
it  tn>  dcuhi  Hfron  thai  subjeii,  and  I  vciy  much  icktcI  tlmt  your  mind  should  bATC 
been  influenced  (if  it  has)  by  the  paper  called  the  Kxprcas.  Nearly  all  the  leaden 
U'hA  are  prafMatAiial  men  have  abandoniyl  them,  on  the  ground  that  n  majority  f* 
not  in  fnvnr  of  their  CDnslitution.  I  know  this  to  W  tnie.  t  do  liope  tliat  you  wtM 
reconsider  this  vital  qiiertion  and  give  us  n  full  hearing  before  you  decide. 
With  great  reapcct,  ver^-  truly  and  titicercly,  vour», 

JOHN  WUIPPLB- 

His  Eacdlency  Joiim  Tvuir, 

Prcsidmt  of  the  United  StaUS: 

Ttx  undersigned,  having  been  deputed  by  Sunoel  U'.  King,  the  govcmor  nf  tlie 
State  uf  Rhode  Ixland,  to  lay  before  you  the  pn«cnt  alarming  condition  in  which 
the  people  of  that  Stnle  are  placed,  and  to  reqiie^  from  yon  the  adoption  of  svch 
prudential  measures  on  in  your  opinion  may  tend  to  prei-cnt  domestic  TJoleoce.  beg 
leave  inost  respectfully  to  Mate  the  following  among  the  leading  facts,  to  vhieh  your 
attcntiou  is  more  particularly  invited: 

That  the  people  of  Rhtxlc  Inland  hare  no  fundamental  luw  cucept  the  diarter  of 
King  Charles  II,  granted  in  1663,  and  the  usage  of  the  legislature  under  it.  {.egiiu 
lativc  Ufftgc  under  their  cliartcrs  bos  been  decided  by  tlic  Supreme  Oourt  of  Uu 
United  Stales  to  lie  tlie  futvlameiilal  law  ti»Ih  in  Ccmuecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

That  front  the  dale  of  the  Rhode  Island  charter  down  to  0>e  year  1841,  a  period 
of  nearly  twn  hundred  ycar»,  no  person  lias  been  allowed  to  >'otc  for  town  or  Stale 
offiou  vnleaa  poaKcsed  of  competent  estates  and  admitted  free  in  the  several  towm 
in  which  they  TC^ided. 

That  since  the  Btalnte  of  1738  no  person  ootdd  be  admitted  a  freeman  of  any  town 
unleM  he  owned  a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  fixed  by  law  { now  J134)  or  was  the 
eldest  son  of  such  a  freeholder. 

That  until  the  post  year  no  attempt  has  1ieen  made,  to  our  knowledge,  to  establish 
any  other  rtiiidamcotal  Uw,  by  force,  than  the  one  under  wliich  the  people  have 
lived  for  so  long  a  period. 

That  at  the  Janiiar)-  session  of  the  legislature  in  i&ft  a  petition  signed  by  five 
or  six  hundred  male  inliabitants,  praying  for  such  aii  extension  of  suffrage  aa  the 
legislature  might  in  ttieir  wisdom  deetn  expedient  to  pmpose,  was  presented. 

That,  influeuccd  by  that  petition,  as  well  as  by  other  consideratioos,  the  Icgulature 
at  that  aensiim  requeued  the  qualified  \-oters.  or  frectncn,  oa  they  arc  called  with  us, 
to  choose  delegates  at  their  regular  town  meetings  to  be  bolden  tn  Augiut,  1841,  fo* 
a  convention  to  be  holdcn  in  Kovcuibcr,  1841,  to  frame  a  writtcin  cooatitulion. 

That  the  result  of  llie  lart  meeting  of  thin  legal  convcnlinn  in  February,  1843,  waa 

the  constitution  •  accompanying  this  statement,  marked ,  which,  in  case  of  iti 

adoption  by  the  people,  would  have  been  the  supreme  law  of  the  State. 

Moat  of  the  atxtve  fads  are  contained  in  the  printed  report  of  n  numerous  coRlo 
tnittee  of  the  Icginlnture  at  their  »ee«OD  in  March,  1843.  which  report  was  adopted 
by  the  Icgialature. 

That  in  May,  i84t,  after  aaid  legal  convention  had  been  provided  for  by  the  legis- 
lature, and  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  choice  of  delegates  by  tlie  ijiMlified 
voters  (August,  1841).  a  mass  meeting  waa  held  by  the  friends  of  an  extension  of 
suffrage  at  Newport,  at  which  meeting  a  couimittcc  was  appointed,  called  the  State 
committee,  who  were  authorised  by  said  maa»  uiectiag  to  take  measures  for  calUiif 
B  convention  to  frame  a  constitution. 

•OBiited. 


John  Tyler 
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Thnt  IhU  <yitrunltt(«.  Ibos  uithorbed.  luoM  a  request  for  1  meetiog  of  the  aula 
cttu^tiK  in  IIm*  )u-i'rral  lown«  In  i^ipnint  delrgnteo  to  the  prttposed  conventiDn. 

Thut  mcetiiiKi)  (of  unqualified  voteiB  principally,  vet  wv  IfcUevc)  wer«  acconlinKl^ 
holdea  in  the  several  towns,  nnanthoriziKl  by  law.  and  contnirj'  to  the  invariable 
custom  and  uMge  of  the  Slat«  trotn  1663  down  to  thnt  period;  that  the  oggn^te 
votes  appoiBItng  the  delegates  to  that  coiixvntion  were,  accordiutc  to  their  own  eatl- 
n»l<^,  abont  7,^cx),  whrrcftA  tb«  whole  numtirr  of  male  citlxetu  over  3i  yrsini  nf  iige, 
alter  maldng  a  deduction  l<x  {vrciKners,  p;«upcn,  etc.,  was,  acoordinK  to  their  uwb 
esdniflte.  over  31.00a 

That  this  eonrention,  thu*  coniitituted,  convened  In  Providence  in  October,  184?, 
and  the  constitution  called  the  '  *  people's  constitution ' '  was  the  result  of  their  delib- 
eration*. 

That  at  subaeqtient  meetingit  of  portions  of  th«  people  in  December,  1S41,  by  tlie 
aathnritf  of  this  convention  nlonc  [clectcil,  aw  itt  delegatca  luul  lieen,  by  almut  odc- 
(hird  of  the  ^-oters.  acconting  to  iheir  own  standard  0/  qualification),  all  males  over 
31  years  of  age  were  admitted  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  people's  constitutioa; 
that  tlicxe  niKtini^x  wrre  ntit  under  any  preaidinfc  ofltcer  whuie  Icgiil  riKht  ur  iluty 
It  was  to  iiilerpuKe  ony  check  or  mitniiiit  as  to  age,  residence,  property,  or  color. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  thin  constitution  it  was  provided  that  "  this  conttita- 
tion  aliall  \k.  nulmiitted  to  the  people  for  their  adoption  or  rejection  on  Munday, 
the  27th  uf  Ueccmtjer  next,  and  on  the  two  auccecdini;  lUys;"  "and  every  ijcnton 
entitled  to  vote  aa  nforeaaid  who  from  xickneaa  or  other  catties  may  be  unable  to 
attend  and  vote  in  th«  town  or  ward  mectiii^  a««en)bled  for  voting  upon  said  con- 
BtitulioQ  on  the  ilayn  afore.-iuid  it  miucxted  to  write  hiji  tuunr  on  n  tichct,  and  to 
obtain  the  (i}{iLature  U[x>n  the  back  of  llie  xanie  of  a  peivjii  who  has  given  In  his 
tote,  as  a  witness  thereto,  and  the  modemtor  or  clerk  of  any  town  or  ward  meeting 
convened  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  receive  sudi  vote  on  either  of  the  three 
ilayit  next  surceeding  the  three  days  before  named  for  voting  f«fr  Mid  con.-rtitnlion." 

Uurin{[  the  first  three  days  about  9,000  votes  were  recei^-c*!  from  the  hands  of  the 
voters  In  the  open  meeting.  By  the  privilege  granted  to  any  and  alt  friends  of 
the  constitution  of  briHging  infc  their  meetings  the  names  of  ^'otersdoring  the  three 
following  da>-s  3,000  voteH  more  were  obtained,  making  an  i^grcgnte  of  about  14.000 
votes. 

This  constitution,  thus  originating  and  tliiu  formed,  waa  subMquently  declared  by 
thia  convention  to  be  the  supreme  bw  of  tlic  land.  By  ib*  provbions  a  govcnuaetit 
I»  to  lie  oTgaiiiicil  uniler  it.  by  the  I'hoice  <if  a  govemnr.  lieittcnant-xovemor.scnattJra 
and  lepresentatlves,  on  lh<'  Monday  prw-eding  the  thiril  Wednesday  in  April,  1S41. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  "landholder's  ci.nrtitution,"  n«  the  legal  constitution  is 
called,  every  white  native  citizen  posscasiug  the  freehold  qualificatiuu,  and  uver  it 
years  of  age,  may  vote  upon  a  residence  of  one  year,  and  without  any  freehold  may 
vote  upon  a  residence  Iff /tt»)  yenrs.  except  in  the  cuw^uf  votes  fur  town  taxcu,  in  which 
case  the  voter  mmtt  possess  the  freehold  qiialilieation  ar  be  taxed  for  other  property 
of  the  value  of  $iyi. 

By  the  "peo|)Ie's  constitution"  "every  white  male  citizen  of  the  tJnitett  States  of 
the  age  of  31  yean  who  has  resided  in  this  State  for  one  year  and  in  the  town  wher« 
lie  t«tea  for  six  months"  shall  be  permitted  to  rote,  with  the  same  exception  as  to 
Totinj;  for  town  taxes  as  is  contaiiml  in  tltc  other  constitution. 

Tlic  provistoii.  therefore,  in  relation  to  the  great  subject  in  dixpute— the  elective 
fnindiifie — is  substittiliully  Uie  same  iu  the  two  const itutloni. 

On  the  3ist,  2jd,  and  33d  March  last  the  legal  constitution,  by  an  act  of  the  l«gl*> 
latUTc,  was  submitted  to  all  the  persons  who  by  its  provisiona  would  be  entitled  to 
vote  under  it  after  it*  adoption,  for  their  ratification.  It  waa  rejccleil  by  a  majority 
of  676  votea,  the  numtier  of  votn  polled  being  over  i6,ano.  it  i»  hclicveKl  that  many 
freeholders  votc<i  against  it  because  they  were  attac-lied  to  the  old  form  of  go^-ern- 
mentaQd  were  against  any  newconslilutiun  whatever.    Both  parlies  used  uncominua 
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exertiona  to  faring  all  ihcir  Y<iters  to  the  polls,  and  the  result  of  the  vote  was.  ondo 
the  tcnitinjr  of  opporinff  itHerott^  in  Irgal  town  in««1iTigii,  that  tlic  &icn<l»  of  th« 
peopk'a  conslituuon  brouKltt  to  Lbv  polla  probably  not  orb'  7,coo  to  7^500  voto. 
The  whole  vote  Fig»iii«t  the  legal  coiulitiition  wn.i  nhout  8,6cxx  If  we  kUow  l.oooa 
the  number  tA  freeholders  who  voted  against  the  legal  confcdiuiioii  bccanae  tbe7 
arc  ojipoM^d  to  BU)'  cousiitutioii.  it  would  leave  the  number  of  the  fdends  of  the 
people's  eunstltutiuii  7.600,  or  about  utie-Uiinl  uf  the  voterc  of  th:  State  under 
the  new  qiialiflcnlioii  proposed  by  either  constitution. 

It  M^ni.s  incTeflit>lc  lliiil  there  can  t>e  14.000  frif^niU  of  the  pn.'ptc'e(  constitntion  ia 
the  State,  animated  as  they  are  by  a  most  exirnordiiuuy  and  enthusiastic  feelinj;; 
and  yet  upou  this  trial,  in  the  usual  opcu  and  fair  way  of  voting,  they  should  baV0 
obtained  not  over  7.600  voteiL 

The  iinanitutty  of  the  fluhM<iueat  Action  of  the  Icf^Uture,  comprehending  as  it 
did  both  the  K^eet  political  parties — ^the  house  of  repreiwntativcs  icivint;  a  vote  of  60 
in  favor  of  maiutaiuiiigthe  existing goveiumcnt  of  t be  State  and  only  6  on  theatb«r 
Bide,  with  a  uDknimoiuwle  in  the  senate — the  uwuiiiuouj  and  decided  opinioo  of  the 
■upremc  court  decliiriii];  this  cxtraonlinary  movement  to  be  illegal  in  nil  its  rtagea 

(see "),  a  majority  of  thnt  court  being  of  the  Democmtic  pnrty,  «ith  other  facts 

of  n  simitar  character,  have  Irced  thia  question  of  a  mere  party  character  and  enabled 
UG  to  present  Jt  as  a  great  constitutional  question. 

Without  presuming  to  discues  the  elemeTitary  and  fundamental  principles  of  goi-- 
emnicnt,  we  deem  it  our  duly  to  remind  yuu  of  tlie  fact  that  the  existing  government 
of  Rhode  Island  is  ike  government  that  ailoptrd  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  became  a  member  of  thin  Confedenicy,  and  has  ever  oiucc  been  rcprwtcnted 
in  Uie  Senate  and  House  of  Rcprcscutaliics,  It  is  at  this  moment  the  exlstinj; 
government  of  RhcHle  iKhmil,  tmtli  d/  facto  anil  tifjuwr,  and  ■«  l>ie  only  governmenl 
in  that  State  cntitlcil  <o  the  protection  tif  tliv  Constitutioti  wf  the  Utiiled  Ststoi. 

It  it  that  government  which  now  calls  upon  the  General  Ooveniment  for  its  latere 
ference;  andcvenif  thclegnl  cfJcct  of  there  tfciug  an  ascertained  majority  of  unquali- 
fied voters  agaiiutt  tlie  cxiilinic  govcrnmcut  wua  as  \%  coniendci]  fur  by  the  oppoaing 
party,  yet,  upon  their  own  principle,  ought  not  that  majority  in  point  of  fact  to  to 
clearly  ascertained,  not  by  assertion,  but  by  proof,  in  order  to  justify  the  General  Gov- 
emmetit  in  withdrawing  its  legal  and  niontl  influence  to  jirevenl  ilomcstic  violence? 

That  a  domestic  wAr  of  the  most  furioiw  character  will  speedily  ensue  unless  i>rc- 
vented  by  a  prompt  exprewioti  df  opinion  here  cnn  not  be  doubtcil.  li,  relation  to 
this,  we  refer  to  the  numerous  resolutions  poaseo  nt  meetings  of  the  friend*  of  the 
people's  constitution,  and  more  especially  to  the  Cumberland  tesoluiions*  berewtth 
presented,  and  the  aflidnvits,"  mnrketl  • — ,  and  lo  repeaterl  expraooos  of  rinilM 
icliaucc  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Chief  Magistiate  of  the  nation. 

All  which  is  napcctfollysabmittcd  by—  JOHN  WHIPPLE, 

JOHN  BROWN  FR.\NCia 
ELISUA  EL  POTTER. 


WasiiincTon,  j^frril  11,  fg^ 
HU  Excellency  the  Govhkmor  or  Rhodh  Isi^nd. 

Sik:  Your  letter  dated  the  4th  inatant  was  handed  me  on  Friday  by  Mr.  Whipple, 
who,  in  cotnpauy  with  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Potter,  called  upon  nie  on  Sntiirdny  and 
placed  me,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  in  possession  of  the  prominent  (acts  whldi 
have  li;d  to  the  prerient  unhappy  condition  of  things  !n  Rhndc  Island— a  state  of 
things  which  every  lover  of  peace  and  good  order  must  deplore.  I  shall  not  adven- 
ture Ike  expression  of  an  opinion  upon  those  questions  of  domestic  policy  which 

*  Omitted. 


John  TyUt 
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8e*m  toha*-*  gu-fn  rise  loth«  iinforltitint«  oontrm-rr«ic6  between  n  portion  of  Uie 
citiicns  oiul  the  existing  ^vemmcnt  of  Uic  State  They  arc  questions  of  manicipal 
teguUiioii.  the  ndjuFiiiiiviit  of  which  bclongji  cxcta*ively  to  the  people  of  Rhode 
I«lAnil,ftn(I  with  which  this  Goveronient  can  have  nolhiiig  to  do.  For  the  itgulntioa 
of  my  cooilucl  in  any  iutcrpositiou  wliidi  I  may  be  called  upon  to  make  bctwcca  the 
govemmentofaStateandnny  portion  of  iW  uitijens  who  may  asiail  it  with  domestic 
violence,  or  may  be  in  actual  wsumcction  egainst  it,  1  can  only  look  to  the  Coiuti- 
Culioii  and  laws  of  tile  United  States,  which  plainlx  declare  the  oUixntiotiK  of  the 
executive  ficpiirtuient  ami  leave  it  no  alternative  as  to  the  course  it  Bhall  pimue. 

By  th«  tuutob  ncciiuuof  the  fourtli  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
it  is  providnl  that  "the  United  State*  iihall  Knaraiitee  tu  ev-ery  State  in  this  I'aion  a 
republican  fonn  of  fj^ovemmeiit,  and  sliall  protect  each  of  thera  againitt  inva«on, 
and.  on  opplicntioii  of  the  legislature  or  executive  ( when  the  legiiduture  uin  not  be 
Ct>n\'eDed ),  against  domestic  viottfKe. "  Aud  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on 
the  38th  February,  179S1  it  b  declared  "that  in  ease  of  on  iiintrrcction  in  any  State 
agaitit  the  govcntmcni  Ihervof  it  ttliall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  application  of  the  legislature  of  such  State  or  by  the  executive  (when 
the  legislature  can  uot  be  convened],  to  call  forth  such  numbent  of  the  raititia  of  wty 
other  State  or  SUitnt  hi  nmy  tie  applied  for,  ai  he  may  judge  sufTicicnt  to  suppRM 
such  instUTCCtion. "  By  the  third  section  of  the  aanic  net  it  i<  provided  "tlint  when* 
ever  it  may  be  neccgaary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  rreaidcpt,  to  ubc  the  ciilititry  force 
hereby  directed  to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith,  by  proclamation, 
oonunatid  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective  abode* 
vrithina  rcsaonable  time."  By  the  act  of  March  3,  1S07.  it  hi  provided  "that  in  all 
caws  of  insufrection  or  obstruction  to  the  laws,  either  of  the  United  States  or  of  any 
individual  State  or  Territory  where  it  is  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  call  forth  the  ntililia  for  the  purpose  of  Kujjptewiing  such  insurrecllon  or  of  cau». 
lag  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  employ  for  the  same 
pofposes  >ach  part  of  the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States  bs  shall  be  judged 
neccMBry,  having  first  observed  a31  tlie  prerequisites  of  the  law  In  that  respect." 

This  is  the  fint  occasion,  so  far  as  the  govemiucnt  of  a  State  and  its  people  are 
concerned,  on  which  it  has  become  nccwtsnry  to  conirider  of  the  propriety  of  exerd^ 
ing  those  high  and  most  important  of  constitutional  and  legal  functions. 

By  a  careful  considcraliaD  of  the  abovc-recitcd  acts  of  Congress  your  excellency  iriU 
not  fail  to  see  that  no  power  is  vested  in  the  Exeeulive  of  the  United  States  to  antid* 
pato  iDSorrccUonary  movemcnta  against  tlic  go^-cmmcnt  of  Rhode  Island  so  as  to 
stnction  the  interposition  of  the  military  anthority.  but  that  there  mu«t  be  an  actual 
iii-^nrrcctioo,  manifested  by  Uwleu  imrmMnj^n  of  the  people  or  otherwise,  to  whom 
n  ptoctanmtion  may  be  addreased  and  who  may  be  required  to  betake  themselves  lo 
their  respective  abodea.  I  have,  however,  to  assure  your  excellency  that  should  the 
time  arrive— and  my  fcrveat  prayer  is  that  it  may  never  come— when  an  insurrection 
shallezlstiif^ainj/Mfj'ai'irrMmrfi/ of  Rhode  I^lnnd.and  a  requisition  shall  be  mode 
upon  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  that  protection  which  is  guaran- 
teed to  each  State  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  I  shall  not  be  found  to  shrink  bom 
the  p^ormance  of  a  duty  which,  while  it  would  be  the  most  painful,  is  at  the  same 
time  the  most  imperative.  I  have  also  to  say  that  in  such  a  contingency  the  Ezccn- 
tive  could  not  look  into  real  or  aappoaed  defcctaol the  existing  go\-erament  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  mme  other  plan  of  government  proposed  for  adoption  was  bet* 
ter  suited  to  the  wsnts  and  more  in  accordance  iritli  the  wishes  of  any  portion  of  her 
citi^ena  To  throw  the  Executive  power  of  this  Government  into  any  wuch  contro- 
versy would  be  to  make  the  President  the  armed  orbitistor  between  the  people  of  the 
different  States  and  their  constituted  authorities,  and  might  lead  to  a  nsurped  power 
dangerous  alike  to  the  slabilily  of  the  Stale  govcnunents  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     It  will  be  my  duty,  on  the  contrary,  to  rcsptet  the  requisitions  of  that 
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gm-ennncnt  wliicli  hiut  lirrn  recognized  m»  llic  cxiMtitig'  gci\TTiitnenl  of  the  Stats 
Dirougb  all  time  pasi  until  I  slioll  be  a(lvii«d  iu  rcfpiUr  manner  that  it  has  beea 
altered  and  abolished  and  another  substituted  in  its  place  by  legal  and  peaceable 
pToce«Iin)[9  adopted  and  pitrauL-d  by  tlie  nuthoritlM  and  people  i>f  the  StJite.  Nor 
can  I  readily  bring  myself  to  believe  Hint  any  sueti  contingency  will  arise  aa  ehaH 
render  tlie  interference  of  this  Government  nl  alt  owcaiary.  Tbc  people  of  the  Stale 
of  Rhode  Island  lia*^  been  too  long  diminguitilied  for  their  1o\-e  of  order  and  of  r«gu> 
Inr  government  to  ruxli  into  rc^nlulinn  in  order  to  obtAJn  n  rrdrefn  »f  grievance*,  real 
or  mppoitetl,  which  a  itovemmcnt  iinde-T  which  Ihcir  faihcn  lived  in  pence  would 
not  in  due  season  redress.  No  portion  of  her  people  will  be  willing  to'drerich  her  fair 
fields  iritb  the  blood  of  their  ovn  brethren  in  order  lo  obtiun  n  redress  of  grievance* 
which  tlielr  constituted  authorities  can  nut  for  any  length  n[  lime  rcsl&t  if  property 
appealed  to  by  the  popular  voici^.  None  of  them  will  lie  wiUitig  to  iwt  an  example, 
in  the  boaom  of  this  Union,  of  Kuch  frightful  diaor<lcr,  ouch  nec<11cst  runvuL-uons  of 
society,  such  danger  to  life,  liberly.  and  property,  iind  likely  to  bring  bo  ninch  dia- 
credit  on  the  character  of  popnUr  governments.  My  reliance  on  the  %irHi«,  intel- 
ligence, aud  pfttrlotiam  of  her  cilixens  Ls  great  and  nhiding,  and  I  will  wA  doulit  but 
tJut  a  Kpirit  of  conciliation  will  prevail  o\*i-r  nmh  oouncila,  that  all  nctunl  grievancea 
wJU  be  promptly  redressed  by  the  exiiting  govemutcnt,  und  that  aii^^cr  bright 
example  will  be  added  to  the  many  already  prevailing  among  the  North  American 
Republics  of  change  without  revolution  and  a  redress  of  grievances  without  force  or 
violence. 

I  tender  to  your  excellency  asaurances  of  my  high  leapect  and  conKideration, 

;onN  T\'LER. 

His  E«elleney  Joits  Tvi^.  X«^«T.  R.  I..  .Iftj-  y.  rS^. 

Preiidenio/tke  United  States. 
Sir:  I  transmit  her*vrith  certain  leaolations  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  this 
State  at  their  aeanon  boldcn  at  Newport  on  the  fint  Wednesday  of  May  instanl. 

Yon  ate  alK«dy  acquainted  with  some  of  the  circumatance*  which  have  rendered 
necessary  the  passage  of  tlicsc  reaolutioiu.  Any  fiifthcr  information  that  may  I* 
deaired  will  lie  cxmtmuniciited  by  the  beoivni,  Ihellon.  Richiuil  K,  Randolph,  Kpraker 
of  the  bouscof  representatives,  and  ElishaR.  Totter,  esq.,  a  member  of  the  senate  of 
thu  State. 

I  can  not  allnw  myself  to  doubt  bttt  that  the  assistance  to  which  this  State  is 
entitled  under  the  Constitulitn  of  tlic  United  States,  to  protect  itself  against  domes- 
tic violence,  will  be  promptly  rendered  by  the  General  Government  nf  the  Union. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  Voui  Kxcellency'a  humble  servant, 

S.*M.  W.  KING. 
Govet^cr  of  Rhadt  Itlamd. 


SfTXTK  or  RHODK  ISUlirD  AND   PRCntDRNCB  PlJtNTATIONS, 

/it  CfM*ra!  /tssfm^y.  May  Seaion.  /S^t. 

Whereas  a  portion  sf  the  people  of  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  stib\-eTting  llie 
law*  and  existing  gmemmcnt  tliercof,  have  fmntcd  n  piclendcd  constitution,  and 
lor  the  same  unlawful  purposes  have  met  in  lawless  assemblages  and  elected  officers 
tor  the  future  government  of  this  State  ;  and 

Whereas  the  persona  *o  elected  in  violation  of  law.  but  in  conformity  to  the  said 
pretended  constitution,  have,  on  the  3d  day  of  May  instant,  orf^aniied  themselves 
Into  execntive  and  legislative  dcpaitmcnts  of  govcnuucnt,  and  midci  oath  assumed 
the  dntias  ami  exercise  of  said  powers;  and 

Wbcieasin  order  to  prevent  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  a  atnmj;  military  force 


John  Tylef 


ST^lS 


was  called  cKit  ukI  did  arrsv  Utcmwivca  to  iirotect  the  said  unlAwfnl  organURtion  of 
piwniineot  aiul  to  iwt  nt  <leBiiiic«  th«  doe  mforcemmt  of  law:  Tberefnrc', 

/feioli'^  hy  the  gentral  aaetnily.  That  Uwrc  now  «xisU  in  Oils  State  an  inmtr- 
rectioD  against  the  laws  and  constituted  aathontics  tbcreotf,  &nd  that,  in  puisaoDce 
of  the  Coiutltution  and  lawa  of  the  United  States,  a  fequisidon  be.  and  hereby  is, 
made  \>y  this  IcgiaUturc  opon  the  Prcsidcut  of  the  United  Statca  forthwith  to  inter- 
pose the  authoritj  and  povKT  of  tlie  United  States  to  aupprcHs  :iuch  iiuiurrectionary 
and  lawlea  asaemblages,  to  si]|>pon  the  cristinfr  j^vernincnt  and  tarn,  and  protect 
the  State  from  d'omestic  vicilenvc 

Rtioti/ed,  That  his  cxcellcmry  the  governor  be  requested  immediately  to  trausmit 
A  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Ilesident  of  the  United  States. 

True  copy. 

Will»C«»:  HENRY  BOWRN. 

Secretary  0/ State. 


Washtkctox,  May  7, 1842. 
Tlie  CovitRNoit  OP  Tim  Statb  op  R&OOTt  IsiAwn. 

Sir:  Vuur  letter  of  the  4th  ituctant.  tnuinnllting  Teaolutlons  of  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island,  inforoiing  mc  that  there  existed  in  that  State  "  certain  lawlcaesaaem- 
hlagfx  of  ii  porLiun  of  the  people"  "for  the  ptiTpoMc  of  Kubvcrting  the  laws  and  Over> 
throwing  the  existing  government,"  aiid  cdlinf;  upon  the  lirecutive  "  forthwith  to 
tntcipusc  the  authority  and  jxiwer  of  the  United  States  to  suppress  such  inaurrcc- 
tionaryand  lawless  uaseinbhigea  and  to  support  the  existing  government  and  laws 
and  protect  the  State  Ironi  domestic  Ti?lence,"  was  handed  me  on  yesterday  by 
Ueasra.  Randolph  and  Potter. 

I  have  to  inform  your  excellency  in  reply  that  my  opinions  aa  to  the  duties  of  th!a 
Government  to  protect  tlte  State  of  Rhode  Island  a^iiuit  domestic  riolence  remaia 
unchanged.  Vet,  from  information  received  by  the  Rxecutive  aince  younliKpaldiea 
came  to  hand  I  nm  led  to  believe  that  the  tuwtcsn  aa»einbliigea  to  which  reference  is 
made  haw  ahcady  dispersed  and  that  the  danger  of  domcatic  violence  is  hourly  dimin- 
ishing, if  it  has  not  wholly  disappeared.  I  have  with  difficulty  brout[ht  myself  at 
any  tiuie  to  believe  that  violence  would  be  resorted  to  or  an  exigency  arise  which  the 
unaided  power  of  the  State  could  not  meet,  especially  as  I  have  from  tlic  first  felt 
persuadeil  that  your  exceUeacy  and  others  associated  with  youraelf  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  go>'erumcnt  would  cihibit  a  ten»[wr  of  conciliation  as  well  aa  of  energy 
and  deciaion.  To  the  iiuiiir|fentH  thettiKelves  it  ought  tobeobvioua,  when  the  excite- 
ment of  the  moment  shall  have  puMed  uwuy,  tluit  cUunges  achieved  by  regular  and, 
if  neccsSHf}-,  repeated  nppcala  to  the  constituted  anthorities,  in  a  country  so  mncb 
untter  the  influence  of  public  opinion,  and  by  recourse  to  argument  and  remoa* 
strancc,  are  more  likely  to  insure  lastiug  blesaiugs  than  those  accompliahcd  by  rio- 
lenceandbloodNhetlon  oneday,  and  liable  to  overthrow  by  similar  agents  on  another. 

I  freely  confess  (hat  I  slioiild  experience  great  reluctance  in  cmploj'injr;  the  military 
power  of  this  CoTcmment  against  any  portion  of  the  people;  but  however  painful 
the  doty,  I  have  10  assure  Tour  excellency  that  if  rejiUtancc  be  mode  to  the  execution 
of  the  laws  of  Rhode  laUsd  by  such  force  aa  thu  cii-il  power  stiall  be  unable  to  over- 
come, it  will  tie  the  dut3'  of  this  rkivtmmeiit  to  enforce  the  constitutional  guamnty— 
A  guaranty  given  and  adopted  mutually  by  all  the  orlghial  States,  of  which  numbef 
Rhode  Island  was  one,  and  which  in  the  same  way  has  been  given  and  adopted  by 
each  of  the  States  since  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  if  an  exigency  of  lawless 
violence  shall  actually  arise  the  executive  government  of  the  United  Statca,  on  the 
application  of  your  excellency  under  the  authority  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla* 
ture  alTenJy  traesniitttd,  will  stand  ready  to  snccor  Die  .luthorilini  of  the  Stale  la 
their  effbrls  to  maintain  a  due  respect  for  the  laws,     t  sincerely  hope,  however,  that 
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na  such  nri%'«icy  m&y  occur.  Bad  tliat  every  cttixen  of  Rhode  Island  wJU  nuutltet 
hb  love  ot  peace  and  good  order  by  submitting  to  the  law*  and  necking  ji  redr«tt  ol 
grievaaces  bf  other  means  tbui  lutestlnc  couuiioLious. 
I  teader  to  your  ezccUcncy  assurances  of  my  distinguished  ooasidnration. 

JOHN  TYI.br. 

John  Tvlhr. 

Pretident  of  Iht  UitiUd  Slates. 

Sik:  Ak  leqtiejtted  t>y  the  )jrneni]  aiwrRihly'.  T  have  the  honor  of  tranxiiultiag 
yOB,  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  the  accompanviii^'  reset utioiib. 
And  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  acTv-ant, 

THOMAS  W.  DORR. 
Governor  of  (he  SlaU  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providcnte  f^untalions, 

Statb  of  Rnoi>s  Island  and  Picovidrncb  PtAHTATioNS. 
General  Asiemhly,  May  Session,  in  the  City  <?/ Providence,  A,  D.  iS^. 

Received,  That  the  ^t-eraor  he  requestc<l  to  inform  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  that  the  governnicut  of  this  State  has  been  duly  elected  and  oi^anUed  uudcr 
the  constituiiou  of  tlic  Mtnit!,  atui  lltat  the  gencrot  as&etubly  arc  iiiiw  in  scsi-ion  and 
proceeding  to  dischiiixe  their  duties  >ccordin)f  to  the  pruvisionit  of  said  eun-ititution. 

Resolved,  Thot  the  governor  be  requested  to  make  llic  saniccomniunicatioatothc 
Pretddeut  of  the  Senate  and  to  the  Sjieuker  of  the  Hoiu«  of  Repreitentatives,  to  be 
laid  before  the  two  Houacs  uf  the  CongrcsH  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  tht?  fro^-emnr  be  rrqar)ite<l  to  make  theiaineeanimunicatioa  toUw 
governors  of  the  sevaraL  StAtea,  to  be  laid  before  the  respective  legislaturea. 

A  trie  copy. 

WititeM: 

Ii..  8.]  WM.  H.  SMITH, 

Stcrelixry  o/ State. 


Oovemor  King,  of  Rh»<te  Island.  ****  9-  '^**- 

Sib:  Mcmts.  Randolph  and  I'otter  will  hsBi  yoti  an  offieid  letter,  htit  I  think  4t 
important  tlint  you  should  be  infonucd  of  my  views  and  opinions  as  to  the  best  ntodc 
of  »ettlint(  all  diSicultles.  I  deprecate  tlie  une  ot  force  except  in  the  last  resort,  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  measures  of  conciliation  will  at  once  operate  to  produce  quiet.  / 
an  wetl advised,  if  the  general  aMiembly  u-mild  authnritc  you  to  tinnouncea  general 
attmesty  and  pardon  for  the  past,  without  making  any  exception,  upon  the  condition 
«f  a  return  to  al  legiance,  and  follow  it  up  by  a  call  for  a  new  convention  upon  Knne- 
what  liberal  principles,  tliat  all  dif^cuity  would  at  once  cease.  And  why  should  not 
this  be  done?  A  goventmcnt  never  loses  anything  by  mildness  and  forbearaaee  to 
its  own  citizens,  more  especially  wlu^n  the  con.-scqucnces  of  an  opposite  courae  may 
be  the  shedding  of  blood.  lu  your  case  the  une-half  of  your  people  are  involved  in 
the  consequences  of  recent  proceedings.  U'hy  urge  nuitlers  to  an  extremity?  If 
you  succeta!  by  the  bayonet,  you  «tccce<l  against  your  own  fe!low<iri«n*  and  by 
the  shedding  «f  kiiidn.-'!  blood,  whereas  by  ta.king  the  oppotiie  courw  you  will  have 
shown  a  paternal  care  for  the  lives  of  your  people.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the 
aiinption  of  the  above  measurea  will  ^ve  you  pe;ice  nnd  ininire  you  harmony,  A 
reaoTt  to  force,  on  thccontmri'.  will  engender  for  yeara  to  come  feelings  of  auUnoMty. 
I  have  said  that  I  speak  advitedly.  Try  the  experiment,  and  if  it  fail  th«n  your 
Justification  in  nmn^f  forot?  beeoinea  complete. 
&KCtt«e  the  freedom  I  take,  and  be  aasiired  of  my  reelect. 

JOHN  TVI^Bft. 
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rRovn>B»CR,  R.  I.,  May  it,  iS^. 

HIa  Exeeltecy  the  Prestosnt  of  Vinte.o  StAXus. 

My  D£ak  Sis  :  I  have  bad  the  honor  \.a  rccci^M;  your  contmti nidation  of  9tli  instant 
tiy  Mr.  Ruiilolph,  anil  otwure  you  it  has  fri%'cn  mc  much  Kili.-ifui'tioti  in  know  that 
your  views  and  opinioD.'t  as  l»  tht  course  piT«T>rt  I"  Xx  pur»ucil  l>y  ihc  gtnifminenl 
of  this  Stute  In  the  pfeaent  uuhappy  condttioa  :jf  our  [lulitical  afToint  ik  su  much  in 
conformity  willi  my  own. 

Our  legislature  will  undonbtcdiy  at  their  acaoion  in  Julie  next  adopt  such  measures 

I  will  be  necessary  to  or^nize  a  convention  for  the  formalion  of  a  new  constitotioa 
Icf  govcnimenl,  by  which  all  thv  evils  now  complatneil  of  may  t»e  removed. 

It  has  already  bccu  announced  aa  the  opiniou  uf  Uic  executive  that  eucb  of  our 
citizens  as  are  or  hnrc  been  engaged  in  treasonable  and  revolutionary  de^giu  against 
the  State  will  b"-  pardoned  (or  the  past  on  the  condition  only  tlial  they  withdraw 
themselves  ffrm  such  enterprise  and  signify  theif  return  to  tlieir  nllegiuncc  to  the 
govtrncicr-L 

Wiia  bigh  CODiddentiaa  and  reapect.  jour  obedient  aad  very  humble  itervant, 

SAM.  W.  KING. 


Hfa E«eU«icy  Joh,.  TvtWl.  Kingston.  K.l..May  75. 1S42. 

Prfiiideiil  of  thf  Vnitfd  States. 

Skak  Sir:  We  arri»-ed  at  Newport  on  Wednesday  morning  In  time  to  attend  tli« 
meetiug  of  our  legislature. 

The  anbjcci  of  calling  a  convention  immediately,  and  upon  a  liberal  basis  as  to  the 
'  right  of  voting  for  (he  tSclegates,  wm  ncriotisly  nutated  amongst  us.     The  on!  y  objec- 
tion made  was  that  they  did  not  wish  In  coiiceiie  while  the  prafile'i  party  cuiitinueil 
Uifir  thrtfolx.     All  allowe<i  that  the  concession  must  be  made,  and  the  only  <li9er- 
tx<x  of  opinioti  waa  as  to  time. 

For  my  own  part.  I  fear  we  shall  never  see  the  time  when  concession  could  have 
been  oinde  with  better  grace  or  with  belter  effect  than  now.  [f  two  or  three  moity 
folks  among  the  suSnigc  party  could  only  have  thcii  motttlis  stopped  for  a  week  or 
two,  a  n»;onciliatioD  could  be  brought  about  at  any  time,  or  if  Mr.  Dorr  would  allow 
himself  In  be  arrested  peaceably  and  give  bail  no  one  could  then  object.  But  the 
supporters  of  the  government  sny  it,  is  wrong  to  give  npso  long  as  Mr.  Dorr  threatens 
actual  resistance  to  the  Uwa  incase  he  is  arrested.  If  this  could  be  tlonc.  they  would 
then  consider  that  they  had  sufBciently  shown  their  dctcrminalion  to  support  the 
laws,  and  the  two  tni^utircs  which  you  propiwcd  to  ns  in  oonrensatiou  at  Washing- 
ton—a  convention  and  then  \gfmml  amnesty — would  succeed  beyond  a  doubt. 

Allow  me  to  sujKMt  that  if  Mr.  Wicklififc,  or  someone  who  you  might  ihink  would 
have  most  influence,  would  address  a  letter  to  Governor  Penner  on  the  subject  of 
conciliation  it  slight  be  of  great  service.  Governor  F.  is  the  father-in-law  of  General 
Mallett  and  a  membcx  o(  our  senate. 

Our  asaemhly  adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  of  June,  but  it  lain  the  jHiwerof  the 
governor  to  call  it  sooner,  which  can  be  done  in  a  day  at  any  time.  Unless,  however, 
thcra  ia  a  littlo  more  pnideitee  in  the  hadtrs  on  bolJi  side*,  we  shall  then  be  farther 
from  leconciliation  titan  now.  The  great  mass  of  both  parties  I  twlieve  to  be  sin- 
cerely anxious  for  a  settlcmeuL 

I  do  not  know  whether  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  upon  a  subject  of  thi* 
natufC  would  of  course  be  cousidcrud  as  public  and  liible  to  inspection.  Few  would 
write  freely  if  thai  were  the  case.  If  private,  I  will  cheerfully  communicate  from 
time  to  time  any  information  that  may  he  in  my  power  and  which  might  be  of  any 
service. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  acrvanl, 

BLISHA  R.  POTTER. 

Ur.  Dorr  returned  la  ProvldfiSGC  this  (Mondsy)  tnominfcwith  an  armed  escort 
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Washikgton,  ,V«j'  to,  tS^t. 


BUSHA  R.  PtyrrxK,  Esq. 

DSAR  Sifi:  You  have  my  thuika  for  your  favor  of  tli«  i6tli  [ijtli]  instuit,  and  I 
have  to  reque&t  that  yoti  will  write  to  m«  vritbout  reserve  whenever  anyttuog  trf 
importance  *Iial!  ariie.  My  chief  tnotlre*  for  ileiinn^  the  adoption  of  the  nieamre« 
mgECBted  to  you,  vis,  a  general  amnesty  mid  a  coll  of  a  convention,  were,  first, 
becatBB  I  felt  convinced  that  prucc  ami  hnnnony  wnulil  follow  in  their  train,  and, 
KCoadly,  if  in  this  I  was  <!i«appointe<l  the  itismtTJcuts  wc>u]<!  hav*  hsd  no  longer  a 
pretense  for  an  appeal  to  the  pnblic  sympathies  in  their  behalf.  I  snw  uothing  to 
degnwie  or  to  give  rwe  to  injurious  reflccHonn  fiKainiit  tJie  govemiueiit  of  tlie  State 
for  rcaorting  to  every  proper  expcdiatt  in  order  to  quid  the  disaSection  of  any  por- 
tion of  her  own  people.  Family  quarrcU  are  nlway*  the  most  difiicult  to  appease, 
but  everybody  will  admit  that  those  of  the  family  who  do  most  to  (vooncile  them 
are  entitled  to  the  greatest  favor.  Mr.  Dorr's  recent  proceedings  hurt  been  of  so 
extravagant  a  cliaracter  as  almost  to  extiiiguUh  the  last  hope  of  a  peaceable  result, 
and  yet  I  can  not  but  believe  that  much  is  incont  for  cflrect  nnd  for  purposev  of 
inlimidation  merely.  I  certainly  hope  that  %uch  may  \yc  the  cMie,  though  the  recent 
prooeedinf^s  in  New  York,  niay  have  excited  new  feelinga  and  new  desires.  This 
mostcring  of  the  clans  may  place  Governor  K  ing  in  a  different  situation  from  that 
which  he  occupied  when  I  had  the  plensurc  of  i*ecing  you.  Thm  he  might  have 
yielded  with  grace;  whether  be  can  do  so  now  is  certainly  a  questioti  of  mucb 
difficulty  and  one  on  whtch  I  can  not  venture  to  exprcM  an  opiaion  at  this  distance 
f^Mn  the  scene  of  action. 

I  shall  be  nlwuys  most  happy  to  hear  from  yon,  and  yonr  letters  will  never  be  used 
to  your  prejudice. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  respect.  JOHN  TVLBR. 


The  Prwidbkt  op  the  nmtBD  State*.  Phc.-idenc«,  my  /*.  /**,. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Governor  King,  I  inclose  loyou  an  extra  of  the  Providence 
Daily  Exprex*  of  thiai  morning,  containing  the  proclamation  of  Thomas  W.  Dorr  to 
the  people  of  this  Stnte. 

It  .ttatcs  licfinitcly  the  ptuition  .-i5.<ninted  hy  him  and  his  faction  agninnt  the  gOT< 
emment  of  diis  State  and  of  the  United  States. 
His  {^celleiicy  Icndcn  to  you  the  highest  respect  n»d  coiuideration. 

Respectfully,  youn.  ^^g^  ^  JENCKES. 

Prii-ate  Sicvetafy, 

STATK  OP  RHODE   ISLAND  ANB  PROVIDSNCE  PLANTATIONS. 

A   PROCLAMATIOS. 


av  THOMAS  W.  DOWl.  GOVERNOR  AND  COMMA  NDKH  IN  CHIEF  OK  THB  SAIR. 

FsUjOW-CmzBNS:  Shortly  after  the  adjoununent  of  the  general  assembly  and 
the  coaiplction  of  tndispcnsahle  executive  business  I  was  induced  by  the  request 
of  the  nioH  active  friends  of  our  cause  to  undpnake  the  duty  (which  had  been  pre- 
viously suggciited]  of  representing  in  person  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  in  other  States  and  at  the  seat  of  the  Crcneral  Ckivernuient  By  virtue  of  a 
resolution  of  the  general  Hfafmlily,  I  apptjinletl  Uettnt.  Pesrocand  Antboa,  romini»- 
sloucrs  for  the  numc  pur^msc. 

Of  the  proposed  action  of  the  Executive  tn  the  affairs  of  our  State  you  ha^-e  been 
ah-wdy  appriseil.  In  ciiai:-  nf  Ihc  failure  oT  the  civil  posse  <  which  expression  wiu 
tuicnded  by  ibc  rresiidcnt.  a!>  I  linve  been  informd.  to  emhrnce  the  military  power) 
|o  execute  any  ol  Uie  law*  uf  the  cUarter  assembly,  iucludtng  tlicir  law  of  paint 
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wcA  penalties  aod  of  treaaon .  as  K  liaa  been  for  the  first  time  defined,  the  Pr*sid*iit 
Inlitnates  «n  iRt«>ntirii)  of  reporting  In  the  fnnei  of  Iks  United  State*  to  check  the 
tnuvemenlA  of  th«  people  of  thJA  Stale  in  auppori  of  tlwii  repubUcaa  conMilutioa 
recently  mdopted. 

From  a  ^ecisiau  which  conflicts  with  the  right  0*  sereraiftntr  inberent  in  the  peo. 
pie  uf  this  State  and  with  the  principles  which  He  at  the  foiindation  of  a  deniociwtic 
republic  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the  people  of  our  country.  Tliejr  untlenttand 
our  csvae;  thej  sympathiM  in  the  injurivs  mrbjcli  have  been  iuflicied  npon  us;  tbey 
disapprove  the  rourse  which  the  Nritinnal  Hx(.'culivc  ha-i  oiltfpted  towiinl  this  StatCi 
and  they  assure  us  of  their  disposition  nnd  intention  to  interpose  a  barrier  between 
the  supporters  of  the  people's  coDsUtutioD  and  tbc  hired  soldiery  of  the  I'nitcd  States. 
The  democracy  of  tbc  country  are  ttlow  to  mo^-e  lu  any  matter  whicli  involves  an 
issue  so  tnomcDtouA  as  tb&t  which  is  presented  by  tbc  controireTsy  in  Rhode  Mand, 
but  when  they  have  ontc  put  themselves  in  motion  they  lue  not  to  be  easily  diverted 
from  their  pnrposes.  They  believe  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Ulatid  are  in  the  right; 
that  tbey  arc  contending;  for  «<)iul  jtutice  in  tlieir  political  »>-st>:ui;  Uiat  Uicy  have 
prop«3-ly  adopted  a  conatilution  of  government  for  themsclvc*.  an  tlicy  were  entillcd 
to  do,  and  they  can  not  and  will  not  remain  iridifFcrctit  to  any  act,  from  wliate\-ef 
motive  it  may  proceed,  which  thc>-  dcon  to  be  an  invasion  of  the  sacred  right  of  self  • 
^nwemnieut,  of  whidi  the  people  of  the  lespectlve  States  can  not  be  divested. 

As  your  represeniatiTc  I  ba^'C  been  everywhere  received  with  the  utmost  kindness 
%a&  cordiality.  To  the  people  of  the  dty  of  New  York,  who  have  extended  to  lis 
the  hand  of  a  seneroua  fmtMni^,  it  ia  tmposaible  to  overrate  our  obli^tion  at  thia 
most  important  crisis. 

It  Iiaa  become  my  duty  to  say  that  to  soon  aa  a  soldier  '.f  the  United  States  shall 
be  set  in  motion,  by  whatever  dirvctinn,  to  act  against  the  people  of  this  State  in  aid 
of  ibe  diartcr  government  I  shall  call  for  that  aid  to  oppoEc  all  such  force,  which.  I 
am  fully  autliorineil  to  say.  will  be  imme<)iatrly  ntui  tnost  cheerfully  leiidereil  to  lh« 
aerrice  of  tbe  people  of  Rhode  Islaud  fnia  the  city  of  New  Yoric  and  from  uUier 
places.  The  contest  will  tbeo  become  national,  and  our  State  the  battle  ground  of 
American  freedom. 

As  a  Rhode  Island  man  I  regret  that  tlic  constitutional  question  in  this  State  can 
not  be  sdjuste*!  among  our  own  citizens,  but  as  the  minority  have  asked  thai  tbe 
aword  of  the  National  Eicecutivc  may  be  thrown  into  the  scale  agftiiist  the  people,  it 
b  iuipcrative  upon  them  to  make  the  »nie  api>cal  to  their  brctliren  of  the  Stairs — 
an  appeal  which  tluj'  are  well  assured  will  not  be  made  in  vain.  They  who  have 
been  the  first  to  ask  assistance  from  abroad  can  have  no  reooon  to  complain  of  any 
consequcucea  which  may  ensue. 

Mo  furthirr  arrests  under  the  Inw  of  palnsi  and  penalties,  which  was  repealed  by  tba 
l^ncraL  asiaembly  of  the  people  at  their  Slay  »ssion,  will  be  permitted.  I  hereby 
direct  the  military,  under  thnrtespeciive  odicers.  promptly  to  prevent  the  same  and 
to  release  all  who  may  be  arrested  under  said  law. 

As  rec|uesled  by  the  ([eneral  a«enili!y,  I  enjoin  upon  the  militia  forthwith  to  elect 
their  company  officers;  and  I  call  upon  mlunteers  to  oigauiie  tbeinselvea  without 
delay.  The  military  are  directed  to  hold  thtmeclves  in  rcadinew  for  immediate 
service. 

Given  iinder  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  tbe  city  of  Providence,  this  6th 
day  of  May.  A.  D.  1S43. 

[e.  Sl]  THOMAS  W.  DORR. 

Governor  and  Comntandfr  in  Chief  of  Iht  SfaU  ef 

Rhode  titand  and  Providence  PUtntetums. 

By  the  governor's  coitmiand  ; 

WII.LIAM  II.  Smitu, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[■rovidbncb,  R.  I..  Hay3£,  ri^^ 


The  VtJamyart  op  tub  TTnited  Statb 

Sir;  Since  my  last  comiuuiilcatioii  Uie  surface  of  things  iii  thb  city  and  State  liM 
been  more  quiet.  The  complete  dispcrsinir  of  the  itisurgciKu  anil  fligbt  of  their  Icado 
on  WMncsday  last,  iSth  instant,  »eiii  to  have  broleen  their  Strength  and  {mvented 
thcni  from  making  head  openly  in  any  quarter. 

But  nuother  crisis  now  appears  to )«  approaching.  Ry  the  private  adi-lces  received 
by  ntyacU  and  the  council  from  cmr  uicsscngcni  in  tlic  iieighlK>rin){  Statch  we  Icam 
thitt  Dorr  unit  Iiis  aj^rnLi  arc  cnlistiiiK  men  and  cunectiiiK  aniu  fur  the  purpoae  <A 
again  attemptingtoBUbvert.byopcii  WOT,  the  (ro^-emincnt  of  thiatitatc?.  ThdBewbo 
baveaaaicted  him  at  home  in  bis  extreme  measures  lue  ogiia  holdiag  secret  council* 
and  malting  preparatioiis  to  rally  on  his  return.  Companies  of  men  pledged  to 
support  him  have  met  and  drilled  in  the  north  part  of  thia  State  during  the  presctit 
week. 

From  the  forces  which  he  can  collect  among  our  own  citizens  we  have  nothing  to 
fear.  Our  own  miliury  strength  has  once  Bcattercd  them,  and  could  aaeaaitydoM 
a  second  time.  But  if  tlie  bands  which  arc  now  oiganiziug  ii:  MaMschuactta.  Con- 
necticut, and  New  Vork  should  make  the  incursion  which  they  threaten,  with  Dorr 
at  their  bead,  -vm  have  reason  to  apprehend  a  civil  n-ar  of  the  moet  destructive  and 
vindictive  character.  Our  own  forces  might  be  sufficient  to  repel  them,  bat  having 
little  discipline  and  no  officer  of  militarjr  experience  to  lead  them,  they  could  not  do 
It  without  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives. 

For  the  evidence  that  such  forcen  are  organising  in  other  fiiatea.  I  refer  Your 
Excellency  to«  letter  from  Governor  Seward,  of  New  York,  and  to  a  6tatenieiit  tnade 
by  one  of  our  messengers  to  the  council,  which  will  be  handed  yoti.  Other  mcascn- 
grrs  confirin  to  the  fullest  extent  the  same  intelligence. 

In  this  posture  of  afTairs  I  deem  it  my  duty  1o  tall  upon  Your  Kxcellency  for  the 
auppurt  guaranteed  by  the  CoustitnUon  and  laws  of  the  United  States  to  this  goveni- 
mcnt.  I  would  submit  to  Your  ExccUcncy  whether  a  mo^'cment  of  a  sufficient  body 
of  troopH  to  this  c[uarter,  to  be  ataliancd  at  Furt  Adams,  and  to  be  subject  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  executive  of  this  State  whenever  in  hie  opinion  the  exigency 
should  arise  to  require  their  assistance,  would  not  he  the  best  measure  to  inaurc 
peace  and  reapect  for  the  laws  and  to  deter  invasions. 

You  will  see  by  the  statement*  of  the  secret  agent  of  the  govemi.n'in  that  tb< 
time  set  for  tlii;*  incursion  is  \'ery  near.  The  raiistcring  of  the  insurgc-its  and  their 
movement  upon  the  city  will  probably  be  witli  the  greatest  espeditio?  when  once 
Commenced — in  a  time  too  short  for  a  messenger  to  reach  Wsabington  and  return 
with  aifl.  I  therefore  make  this  application  before  anr  nKvem-nt  of  inagmtude  on 
their  part,  in  order  that  we  may  be  prepared  at  the  brief?st  notice  to  qiuU  domestie 
insonectioD  and  repel  inruioa.  fiAH.  W   RING. 

Governor  o/ kkuie  Isbtnd, 


• 


I 
I 


EXECUm-H  DKPARTSfBNT, 

Hia  Excellency  SaMtTO.  Wam>  Eino,  '*'**"■>■'  ^"^'^  "'  '^^ 

Governor  of  Hhodt  Island. 

Sot:  In  compliance  witli  your  excellency's  re<]uisition.  I  have  this  day  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Thomas  Wilson  Xtorr,  esq,,  charged  in  Rhode  Island  with 
the  crime  of  treason.  The  warrant  will  be  delivered  to  a  police  ofhccr  of  this  city, 
who  will  attend  Colonel  Pitman  and  be  advised  by  him  tn  regard  to  the  arrest  of  the 
fugitive  should  he  be  found  in  this  State. 

Uay  I  be  allowed  to  suggest  to  your  excellency  that  a  detention  of  the  accused  In 

*  Oaillcd. 


John  Tyiet  ^PH^        *IS» 

this  State  Tvould  be  liable  to  raisapprefaensioo,  uid  if  it  should  be  in  r  partjeolir 
rcsion  of  Uiis  Sutc  might,  pcrlinps.  result  in  sn  dltirt  to  tocue  liim.  Therefore  it 
sceins  tf>  tie  iiuite  impurtajit  tliiit  yniir  excellency  slioulit  wiUtout  delay  destgHJite, 
by  a  eoiiiiiiujiicAti«a  to  me,  &a  agent  to  receive  tlie  fttgitive  and  eooxty  him  to 
Rhode  Island. 

t  luvetbe  booor  to  be,  with  veiylugli  respect  and  considerBtion,  your  excellency's 
obcdicaticrrMt,  WILUAM  U.  SEWARD. 


Hi»  Excelleucy  Governor  King.  W*8eiNf.To«  ClTV,  Ma,  ^,  iS4*- 

Sir:  I  lia-rc  received  >-our  cscellency's  eommu nidation  of  ihc  zsth  ioatant,  inform- 
ing me  of  efforts  making  by  Mr.  I>OTT  and  oth^r^  toembodya  forrc  in  thccontigtious 
States  for  the  inva.%ion  o(  the  Statv  <ii  Rhode  Island,  and  calling  upon  thv  Executive 
of  the  United  States  for  military  aid. 

In  answer  I  hn>-e  to  inform  your  excellency  that  means  have  lieen  taken  to  aaeef^ 
tain  the  extent  of  tlie  dangers  of  any  armed  invasion  by  the  citixens  of  other  StaleA 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  either  to  put  down  her  govcmmeut  or  to  disturb  her 
peace.  The  apparent  improbability  of  a  violntion  so  flagrant  and  unprecedented  of 
all  our  lairs  amt  itiattlutioitH  iTudces  nie.  I  oonfns,  alow  to  believe  Uiat  any  .lerioua 
nttpnipts  %(rill  be  tiutde  to  execute  the  designs  which  some  evil-minded  persons  may 
ha\-e  fonnwl, 

Bnt  sliould  the  necessity  of  tlic  caae  require  the  interposition  of  the  authority  o( 
the  United  State*  it  will  be  rendered  in  the  manner  pre»crihc-i1  bv  the  lawn. 

In  tlic  meanliine  I  IndnlKv  a  cotilident  cxpectJtuoii,  founded  ujKin  the  recent  man!- 
fe&iatioDa  of  public  opinion  in  your  State  in  favor  of  law  and  order,  that  your  own 
icscnirccs  and  means  wilt  be  abuudaatly  adequate  to  prescn-c  the  public  peace,  and 
that  tbcdifficulties  which  have  arisen  will  be  »oon  amicably  nnd  permanently  adjusted 
by  the  cxerciM  of  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  forbesndce.  TOUN  TVLliR 

Ibc  Secretary  of  War  will  iarae  a  private  order  to  Colonel  Bankhead.  commanding 
•t  Newport,  to  employ,  if  necessary,  a  private  nnd  confidential  person  or  perwins  to 
go  into  all  such  place.n  and  among  all  such  peraon.i  as  he  may  have  rca.'ion  to  hclirve 
to  be  likely  to  give  any  information  touching  Rhode  Island  aifairs,  and  to  report  with 
the  grvatcst  dispatch,  if  uecessary,  to  the  Preiudent.  He  will  also  addie»sa  letter  to 
Genera]  Wool  conveying  to  him  the  fe«r  t  cDtertatneil  of  a  hostile  inTssion  contem> 
plated  to  place  Don  in  the  chatr  of  state  of  Rhode  Island  by  persons  in  the  Statu  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  and  also  to  General  Eustia,  at  Boston,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, with  Injttniclions  to  adopt  auch  inquiries  (to  lie  wcretly  made]  an  they  may 
deem  neceMsry,  and  to  report  with  the  greatest  dispAtcli  all  information  which  from 
time  to  time  ^hcy  mny  acquire. 

CIndorsed:  "  FTesident's  iostnictiaas.  May  2ft,  iS4a."] 

ColOOel  BANKHBAD.  ^**  DEPARTMBm-.  M^JT  rf,  fS^. 

Newport.  R.  I, 
Sir:  The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  has  represented  to  the  President  that  prei^ 
aralioits  ore  making  by  Mr,  [>orT  and  some  of  his  adherents  to  recruit  men  in  (he 
neighboring  Slates  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  hia  usurpation  of  the  powers  of 
government,  and  that  he  has  jiruvided  arms  and  camp  equipage  for  a  Urge  number 
of  men.  It  b  very  important  that  wc  should  have  accumt*:  information  on  this 
subject,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  movementa  made  lu  other  States.  I 
have  therefore  to  desire  you  to  employ  proper  persons  to  go  to  the  ptnccs  where  it 
may  be  supposed  such  preparations  are  making  to  pouc&s  lUcmnctves  fully  of  all 
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tlut  Is  doing  knd  in  cotttctnplatton.  and  report  rrequently  to  yon.  It  ia  add  tliat  Kr. 
Dorr's  principal  headquorten  are  at  the  lowb  of  TTiotnptton,  lit  the  State  o(  Ooo. 
cecticut.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  communicate  pcnonally  with  GovernoT  Ktn| 
wxA  aacertaia  from  biin  the  pointu  and  placea  at  which  way  preparation*  forcmbodT^ 
inK  men  are  suppcaed  to  be  making,  anrl  to  direct  your  inqutriex  nixordingly. 

It  ia  Important  that  yon  ahoutd  select  pfmotia  on  who»c  integrity  and  ncenracy 
the  fullest  rclinnce  can  be  placed.  Tlicy  should  not  be  parti«ia>  on  either  side. 
although  to  effect  the  object  it  will  nf  coiir«c  be  necessary  that  some  of  tlicui  slunild 
otitain  (if  they  do  not  alreaily  p(i)W(*m)  the  confi^lrnce  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Don. 
Vou  will  please  eommunicate  directly  to  me  all  the  in  format  ion  you  obtain,  and 
y<mr  own  views  of  it. 

It  is  xarrely  necessary  to  say  that  tfaU  conimiinication  is  of  the  moat  private  and 
conStlential  character,  and  is  nut  lu  be  made  known  to  anyone. 

RetpectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant,  ,  ^  SPBNCBR. 

BrigaiUer-General  Ensns.  ^*«  DWARTM.W.  May  ^,  iS^t. 

Baton. 

Snt:  The  govi^nior  of  Rhode  Island  has  rvprawntnl  to  thp  President  ttiat  prepara- 
tions oremnkinKin  ether  States  [[Mrliculariyi  II  Miuaachu.-icltslf'^aiiamicd  invaaioa 
of  that  State  to  support  the  usurpations  of  Mr.  Itorr  and  his  friends  and  fcnuent  dome*- 
tic  insurrection.  It  ia  very  important  tliat  wc  should  haw  acctimte  information  on 
this  subject,  and  I  have  to  dwirc  >*ou  to  take  all  neccamry  means  to  acquire  it,  and 
communicate  directly  ii>  me  as  speedily  and  frequently  aa  possible.  It  is  said  tliat 
i,ooo  stand  of  artiM  have  been  procured  in  Boston,  some  picc««  afftritllerj-.andalaif^ 
quantity  of  camp  e<|uipage  for  the  uac  of  the  tiiaurgciits.  Your  atlentiim  to  this  is 
particularly  desired  to  ascertain  >Ik  truth  or  faliiehood.  It  is  aitu  said  that  there  are  aoo 
men  enrolled  and  embodied  inn  town  upon  llic  bordcra  of  RhoiJc  Island,  the  atunc  of 
which  ban  escaped  me.  rteas>e  in(]uire  into  this.  If  it  becomes  necesMtj-  to  employ 
confidentiiil  persons  to  discover  what  in  doing,  you  wilt  do  so,  bein^  careful  to  •elect 
those  only  that  arc  entirely  tm.'sta-oTlhy ;  and  it  will  be  desirable  to  avoid  healed  putU 
•ens  on  either  aide.    Their  inquiries  should  be  conducted  quietly  and  priirately. 

I  dcairc  you  to  communicate  fully  and  freely  what  you  may  Icaru  and  your  vinva 
COOCemiDg  it  for  the  information  of  tlic  President  and  tlie  Department. 

It  ia  scarcely  neceesary  to  say  that  this  communication  is  strictly  private  aud  con- 
fidential. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  r.   „  sphnceR.1 

TheFRKSIDKNT.  NRWVOIlIC,/««J,  /S^,. 

My  Dsas  Sib:  I  came  to  this  city  yesterday,  having  taken  a  severe  cold  on  the 
Sound,  and  am  now  just  out  of  my  bed.     1  tmosmit  herewith  n  letter  from  -  ■ 
a  friend  appointed  by  toe,  as  you  requested,  to  look  into  tlic  Rhode  Island  bnsiness. 

Mr. has  had  access  to  authentic  sources  in  Govcraof  I>orr's  party,  aud  Ihara 

no  doubt  his  account  of  the  whole  matter  '\^  perfectly  just.  I  ttuppoeed  I  should 
receive  the  foreign  mail  here,  but  I  shall  not  wait  for  it  if  I  should  fe<el  well  enougb 
to  travel  to-morrow. 

Yours,  truly,  D^.,^  WKBCTER. 


Hon.  DANIM.  WCESTBK.  NKW  VORK,  >«*  3.  rf 

SecTfiary  of  Stale, 

DUAR  SIR!  In  piirsiiance  "f  the  arrangrment  made  when  you  were  in  TVwton,  I 
have  visited  tbeStateofRhorJe  Island,  and,  so  far  as  could  bedone,])osM»Msl  mysdf 


BATTLE  OF  CONTRERAS. 

This  bnltte  was  fought  on  AuRUSt  20.  1847,  lietween  the  Mexican  forces 
.ind  the  Am'.'rican  troops  tinder  Goneral  Scott  fighting  their  way  lo  Mexico 
City;  nnd  resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Americans.  The  bailie  immediately 
preceded  the  battle  of  Churubiisco,  which  definitely  opened  up  the  road 
to  the  capital  of  Mexico  for  Scott's  forces.  (See  Contreras,  Battle  of,  in 
Encyclopedic  Index.) 


John  Tylet 
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of  a  knowlc^KC  of  tbe  drintinK  nUtc  of  things  there.  I  hs'l  *,  full  and  fnc  intenriew 
wiUi  Governor  Kiiij;  aud  liu  t.-ouiictl,  a%  well  «>  wHIi  M-'veral  other  Ke^iiUemcu  upon 
each  Hide  of  themAttcrin  controvrray.  All  agree  tlist.  so  (»r  a«  the  people  of  Rbod« 
Islund  are  coDocmed,  there  is  no  danger  of  any  further  armed  rcaistnncc  to  tfat  legiti- 
mate authorities  of  the  Slate.  It  was  ne^-er  intended,  ]>r»bablj-,  \>y  the  majottty  of 
those  called  the  cnifTraKC  poity  to  proceed  in  any  event  to  violence,  and  when  Ihey 
foaud  tbemselvea  pnohed  to  stich  hh  extremity  by  their  leaders  they  deserted  thetr 
leadeti  and  ore  now  ev«ry  day  enrolling  Ihenuelves  in  the  volnnteer  companiea 
Trbich  are  hnng  organSced  in  every  part  of  the  State  for  the  aupijrtr^ian  of  any  fur- 
ther inntrreetionory  tDovemeatB  that  may  be  mtidc.  A  large  majority  of  thow  elected 
or  appoiuted  toofiioc  under  the  people's  coastitulioa  («o  called]  ha^-c  resigned  their 
places  and  renounced  all  allegiaucc  to  that  constitution  oiid  the  party  which  sup- 
{Mnta  it,  ao  that  the  insufgcntii  arc  now  without  any  mieh  organization  on  would 
enable  them  to  carry  out  their  original  putposea  if  they  uthcrwiachad  the  power. 

Governor  KiitK  and  his  council  alone,  of  all  the  intelligent  persons  with  whom  I 
eonaitltcd,  fear  an  irruption  upon  them  of  an  armed  force  to  be  collected  in  other 
Statca.  and  thia  in  tlie  only  difficulty  of  which  ttiey  now  have  any  aiiprchendon. 
Thla  fear  is  excited  by  the  boasts  frequently  made  hy  the  lew  who  still  avow  their 
dctcnuluation  to  adhere  to  the  constitution  Uiat  tliey  liarc  at  tlieir  control  large 
bodiea  of  armed  men.  as  well  as  camp  equipage,  provlslona,  money,  nnd  niuultlous 
ol  war,  which  have  been  provided  for  them  in  MasMchnaetts,  Connecticut,  and  K«w 
Yorli.  The  aupposition  that  Rhode  l.nland  is  to  be  invaded  by  a  foreign  force,  when 
that  force  \fould  neither  be  led  nor  followed  by  auy  considerable  nimiber  of  tile 
people  of  the  State,  docs  not  *ccm,  to  say  the  least,  to  be  a  very  reasonable  one.  If 
thane  who  ttilnk  they  are  suffering  lujusiice  are  not  dliputted  to  make  an  effort  to 
redress  their  supposed  wrongs,  they  would  hardly  expect  the  work  to  he  ilrrne  by 
Others. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  insurgents  now  is  not  the  real  one.  They  meditate  no 
further  forcible  proceedings.    They  bltuter  and  threaten  for  scvtral  rcojon*: 

First.  Bccaoite  they  suppose  they  sliall  thua  break  their  fall  a  little  nnd  render 
their  retreat  a  little  less  inglorious  than  it  would  be  if  they  should  beat  it  at  once. 

Second.  They  believe  that  if  they  keep  up  a  shew  of  opposition  to  the  eaisting 
go\-emment  they  thall  be  more  likely  to  revoLutlouiee  It  by  peaceable  meotuiea;  and 

Third.  They  think  they  can  raaketheir  influeTice  sofor  felt  as  to  opersle  favorably 
upon  those  who  ore  now  under  arrest  for  treason  or  who  suuy  be  hereafter  arrested 
for  the  uiiiic  uffetise. 

ThAt  theae  ar«  tlie  views  and  purposes  of  the  insurgents  I  am  can6dentially  assured 
hy  the  uotoHous  individual  from  whom  I  told  you  I  could  Icam  their  plans  and 
designs^  atui  iiu  out.-  hat  better  tiiean:i  of  knowing  ihati  he.  having  been  biuiaelf  one 
of  Mr.  I>wt'«  conlideiitiiil  odviflm  from  the  beginning. 

The  meeting  nl  Wounsorkct  on  the  ist  did  mit  nmnnnt  to  much,  being  hut  thinly 
attended.  The  projected  fortifications  nt  that  place  have  been  abandoned.  It  in 
Boid  they  will  be  thrown  np  in  aotire  other  spot  to  be  designated  hovaflcr,  but  this 
is  not  believed. 

Mr.  Dorr  is  now  understood  lo  be  tnrlcing  in  this  city.  Warrants  hare  been  issued 
for  his  anrst  both  by  the  governor  of  thi*  State  an<l  Uic  governor  of  Mnssnchuxtts, 
but  he  moves  so  privately  and  shifts  his  whereabouts  an  often  that  he  eludes  hia 
pursuers, 

Tfudcr  all  the  clrcumatanoea  I  think  yon  will  come  to  Uie  opinion  entertained  by 
seven-eighths  of  all  the  people  of  Providence  (the  scene  of  bis  operations  thus  far] 
that,  deserted  by  his  followers  at  home  and  diagraoed  in  the  estimation  of  those  who 
Sympathized  with  blm  abroad,  Mr.  Uorr  has  it  not  iu  his  power  to  do  any  further 
•erlous  mischief. 

Youn.  v«y  Uuly,  


a'SS 
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PsxivtDBSce,  R.  I. .June  22, 1X41. 
Hon.  J.  C  Spsxcrr, 

Secretary  0/  War. 

Sir:  Wliea  I  !a&l  liad  the  booor  to  write  to  you  t  fell  confident  that  tlicre  would 
be  no  furtlicr  dirinrbance  of  Uic  ]>eace  in  thin  State.  Governor  ICin^  wu  of  tbe  same 
opinion.  But  I  now  tcai.  from  sirong  intUeations,  that  Mr.  Don"  anil  his  party  arc 
ilettrtnined  to  enter  the  State  in  force,  and  tJi&t  in  a.  few  diiys  serious  difficulties  will 
arise. 

On  my  arrival  here  this  niomiiig  from  Newport,  on  ray  way  to  New  York,  I  Ic&mt 
from  nridonbtcd  nuthority  that  several  liirge  boxes  of  nmskets,  supposed  to  eontnin 
about  eighty,  were  received  Uie  cveiiiin;  Ifefore  lu5t  at  W'outumckct  from  New  York; 
that  several  moonted  cannon  had  been  alsii  receivoi  there  and  forwarded  on  to  Che- 
pachet;  that  n  number  o(  men,  not  citixciis  of  tlie  Stale,  with  nnus,  were inund about 
Woonsocket  and  CUcpachet;  that  fortyciglit  kcga  of  powder  were  eIoIcu  on  Sunday 
night  iHJrt  from  n  powdirr  huuu  in  thio  neij^hborlioud,  and  that  Dorr,  with  uLout 
twenty  men,  lundud  \a»\.  eveninjt  at  Korwicli. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  w.-is  made  twonightsngotosteal  the  guns  of  the  artiUeiy 
company  lit  Warren,  and  iil  several  other  places  where  guna  had  beeti  dtpotiled  bj  . 
the  State,  by  aomc  of  T>orr'*i  men,  one  of  wbom  has  been  idcnulic<l  and  arreatcd. 

It  hHK  Ixvn  cbnerved  fur  Krvenil  diiyM  ]ust  that  niiitiy  nf  the  KuHnige  party  and 
residents  of  this  city  have  been  wndinK  off  tliirir  families  and  eilcct».  Tile  inbaW 
itants  of  the  city  ore  scrious^ly  nlnniicd  nnd  in  n  state  of  much  excimneiit.  An 
expreKB  to  convey  the  above  intclligeMC*  to  Coventor  ICing  at  Newport  will  be 
iuuticdialely  «nl  down  by  Ihc  mayor  of  the  city. 

I  Khnll  be  in  Xrw  York  eiirU'  to-morrow  nioruiuif  reatly  lu  receive  auy  inatruclions 
you  moy  think  proper  to  honor  me  with. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  write  this  in  liastc. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  les^jecl,  your  obedient  itervanl, 

JAS.  BANKHEAD. 
Coion«l  a^tOHd  Rtgifttvt  Artiittfy. 


CITV  OP  PSOVIDRSCK.  MaVOR'S  OFFICE. 

June  13.  i^t. 

Sir:*  Co^-emor  King;,  hnvin;;  gone  to  Newport  thia  nftenioon,  has  requested  we 
to  forward  his  letter  to  Your  KxccUcncy,  with  .inch  dcposntionri  iw  I  could  procnrc 
conceruiug  the  stale  of  affairs  in  the  north  part  of  tlie  State,  'lliese  docuuieuls  will 
betaken  on  by  the  Hon,  William  Sprngue,  our  Senator,  who  intends  leaving  to-night 
for  Washington.  Shoulil  any  ucctdcnt  jircvent  Mr.  Spraguc  from  Koinx.  1  iilmli  for- 
ward  them  to  be  put  in  the  mail.  X  inc1o§e  the  depositions!  '^^  Messrs  S-imuel  W. 
Fcckhani  and  Charles  1.  Harris.  Mcasrs.  Keep  and  Slicllcy,  whom  I  sent  out,  have 
just  retnmetl.     If  I  can  get  Uieir  deponitlonK  in  lime,  I  )>ba]l  also  forward  them. 

About  1 1  a,  in.  this  day  a  body  niarchnl  from  Woonsocket  to  Chepaeliet  ninountiag 
to  90  men,  and  other  small  bodies  ore  marching  in  that  direction,  so  that  I  .-nippoac 
that  Rhnut  400  will  be  cuncentmled  iit  Cliepncliet  tlili:  evening. 

In  thi.i  city  there  ia  much  excitement,  but  no  nymptunu  as  yet  of  men  gntbering 
wttli  arms.     There  are  many  who  I  fear  will  lie  ready  to  join  in  any  mischief  should 
Dorr's  forces  upproach  us.     Up  to  8  o'clock  thia  itioniing  Mr.  IJorr  wa*  in  Connecti- 
cut, but  n  gentleman  from  Chei>BC1iet  iufonn.-i  nie  hiu  friendi)  expect  htm  this  day. 
I  ramain,  with  gtcat  respect,  your  obedient  aer^-ant, 

THOS.  M.  BURGESS. 

iSaydr. 

*A>lcliTS*«l  lu  the  EreiUeMI «( tb«  Called  Sum*. 
lOnllleil 
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HXXCDTTVII  DK?ARTUXKT, 
Hi.  B.«llcnc7  John  Tyua.  Pnnid^cr.  Jun,  ^j,  j3^. 

Prtsidrnt  0/ the  UaUed  StaUs. 

Snt:  After  my  lut  communication  the  excitement  ami  military  operations  of  tlie 
bungents  agsinst  Ifac  govmnnent  of  this  Suit  appeared  10  subside,  uid  I  liululgnl 
bopea  Out  no  op«n  violence  woald  t>«  attcnip>tc>d,  but  that  they  were  di«ptMC<l  to 
await  the  at-tiun  uf  tt»r  (^coenl  Macmbly,  uow  in  kbmuh  ut  McwporL  I  rcxrct  tlutt 
I  am  obliged  to  infonu  Votur  Excelleacy  tliat  witliin  a  few  days  jtast  appeartuices 
btvc  become  more  aUnuinK-  Several  iron  cauuon  bavc  been  stolen  from  citiceas  of 
Providence,  and  dnrtng  tlie  niKht  of  the  itjtli  n  powder  Iiouk,  owned  hy  a  mercliant 
of  Providence,  was  broken  open  and  nbont  i.joo  pounds  of  powder  stolen  therefrom. 
YcstcnUy  the  military  operations  of  the  insurgents  Lccamc  more  decided  in  their 
character.  At  Woonnjckct  and  Cliepacliet  there  were  galheiiiigN  of  nictt  in  military 
array,  pretending  to  act  under  the  authority  of  Thomud  W.  Dorr.  They  ci.tubliithc<I  u 
kind  of  mnitijil  Uwin  those  ^-illnges,  stopped  peaceable  citizens  in  the  highways,  and 
at  Chepaebet  four  dt>«na  of  Pior-ideuce  were  »ei7ed  by  an  armed  force,  pinioncil, 
and  compelled  to  march  ahout  10  miles  under  a  guard  of  about  forty  mcii  lu  Woou- 
•ocliet,  where  they  were  cruelly  treated  under  pretenaeof  bnngsptK.  The  insorgenta 
KTC  provided  with  cannon,  tents,  ammunition,  asd  Stores 

It  is  asccrtainetl  that  Tbomas  W.  Dorr  tins  returned  from  the  city  of  Hew  York  to 
the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  and  I  have  renaon  to  believe  he  will  be  at  Chepachct  thia 
day,  where  he  will  concentrate  what  force*  he  has  already  under  amis  with  such 
otbcra  aa  he  can  collect.  Thoae  already  aMembled  are  conipoacd  of  citiiens  of  other 
Statcsaairellasof  our  own,  and  are  variously  estimated  at  jtx>  to  t.aoomen. 

I  have  thia  morait^  hod  on  interview  with  Colonel  Sankhead,  who  will  comma- 
nicate  to  the  War  Deportment  aucb  facts  ea  have  come  to  hla  knowledj^e.  I  would 
further  state  to  Vottr  Excellency  tliat  in  thoac  villages  and  thdr  vicinity  riie  civil 
authority  is  diareganled  and  p«ralyiccd. 

Under  tbeae  cinrnmstancea  I  respectfully  submit  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  crista 
baa  arrived  when  the  aid  demanded  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  from  the  Federal 
Government  la  Impemtively  ratuireil  to  furniidi  that  protection  to  our  citixena  from 
domestic  violence  which  is  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

I  eoniiclently  trust  that  Your  Excellency  will  adopt  audi  measures  aa  -will  afford 
na  prompt  and  efitcient  relief. 

I  remain,  with  great  consider&llon,  your  obedient  aervaut, 

SAM.  W.  KINO. 


OoTen.OT  Kitra.  Washington.  A-r  ..5.  /J*/. 

Sm;  Your  letter  of  the  a3d  instant  w«s  this  day  received  by  the  hands  of  Go^-cruor 
Bpragiie.  toitrther  with  the  documctita  twcomp.inyin|;  tlie  sunn-.  Your  excellency 
has  unintentionally  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  is  now 
ID  session.  The  act  of  Congreaagives  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  Staten  no  power 
to  Euramon  to  the  aid  o(  the  State  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  unless  an 
application  thall  be  made  by  the  legialatore  if  in  eeasion;  and  that  the  State  exeai- 
tive  can  not  nulic  inich  application  except  when  the  legislature  can  not  be  convened. 
(See  act  of  Congn-«!t,  February  38,  17^. ) 

I  presume  that  your  excellency  hus  been  led  into  tlie  error  of  making  tbis  applica- 
tion (the  legislature  of  the  State  being  in  session  at  the  date  of  your  disxiatch)  from 
a  niaapprcJienston  of  the  true  import  of  my  letter  of  7th  May  huL  I  teae  no  time 
In  oorrectlog  auch  mlaapprcheusiou  if  it  exist. 

Should  the  legiilnture  of  Rhode  island  deem  it  proper  to  make  a  similar  applica- 
tion to  that  addrc««cd  to  me  by  your  excelleucy.  their  commnnicatioa  shall  receive 
70 
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■II  the  attcnlioii  which  vill  be  justly  due  to  the  high  iwxirce  from  which  Mieb  appB- 
cntlon  fthnll  (fmniutr. 

I  nnev  to  vour  cxccllcocy  aMuruic«ji  of  hitrb  couKlefaUiOB. 

J.  TYLER. 

Hon.  John  C.  SrExoui.  P«ovidk«ck.  R.  UJum^  *j.  rf^w. 

SecrtSary  of  War. 

Sib:  I  oddrcsKd  you  yesterday  «itcnioon  in  great  baste,  that  my  letter  mij^bt  gv 
hy  the  mnil  (Uien  ubout  helnx  eloMd),  to  iiifcmn  you  of  the  »uil<li:n  change  in  the 
mqiccrt  of  ^ain  in  Uiis  State,  and  aUo  to  iDform  you  that  I  should  be  this  iDomlng 
»t  Covemon  UlAtid,  New  York. 

At  the  urj;ent  solicitation  of  Governor  Kin^'.  who  crossed  over  from  Newport  to 
Stunin;;toii  tuintercqUmcuti  the  mute.  I  returned  last  niif  lit  tu  this  place  from  Ston* 
ington,  hji«ng  jjroeeeded  so  far  on  my  way  to  New  York. 

In  addition  to  what  1  stated  in  my  letter  yesterday,  I  learn  from  Goveroor  King 
(whohns  just  called  OD  me)  that  four  dtiicnaofthucity  who  tutd  gone  to  Chepochct 
to  ascertsin  what  waa  goiujr  on  Uicrc  were  arrested  as  apics  by  the  insurgents,  boitnd, 
and  acnt  laxl  night  to  Woonsocket,  where  tht-y  were  ronlined  when  hit)  informer  left 
tlierc  at  S  o'clock  this  nuMning;  niso  that  martial  law  hml  tiecn  pmclaimed  by  the 
insurgcatsat  Woorsot'kct  andCbepachet,  and  no  one  was  allow-ed  to  enter  or  depart 
from  eiihrr  place  without  pcrniissiou. 

The  citUena  of  thui  city  are  in  u  state  of  inleniM'  excitement. 

I  shall  return  to-morrow  to  Newport  to  await  any  iastnictiow  you  imy  be  pleased 
to  favor  mc  with. 

I  have  the  hmior  to  be,  air,  with  great  raspect,  your  obedient  lervant, 

JAS.  BANRHCAD. 
Colonel  Seamd  Regiment  Artitttry. 


Brigadier-General  R.  JoKHS.  P«ovrD8SCB.  R.  1..  /unt  ,j.  ,<^. 

Adjutanl-Gfnrral  UnUfd  SSairs  Anny. 

Sik:  I  left  Ncw]Mirt  yesterday  morning  to  return  to  Fort  Coltuabus,  with  the  belief 
that  my  presence  could  no  longer  be  necmary  for  the  purpose  1  had  been  ordered 
therv  for.  The  legitilatnre  wax  in  ncsnon,  and,  as  t  was  well  asaured.  determined 
ho<i«itly  and  faithfully  to  adopt  measures  to  meet  the  wishes  ot  the  citizens  o{  this 
State  to  form  a  constitution  ou  such  liberal  piiuciplcs  as  to  insure  full  satiafactioo 
to  all  patriotic  and  intelligent  men  who  had  any  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  State. 
The  well-known  intention  of  the  legislature  in  this  respen  would,  I  hoped  and 
believed,  rrcoscilc  the  factious  and  pr(>dui.-e  tranquillity.  Hut  the  aspect  o[  aSain 
has  suddenly  become  more  tlircateniag  ami  alarming.  There  is  an  OMcmblaxc  of 
men  at  U'ooosocket  and  Chepachet,  tn'o  small  vUlagesi  (lay  tj  miles  distant  hence) 
on  the  borders  of  Connecticut,  composed  principally  of  strat^ger*  or  persons  from 
other  States.  They  have  recently  received  75  muskets  from  Dooton  and  80  from 
New  York,  in  addition  to  former  supplier  They  have  also  several  mounted  cannon 
and  a  lorgv  quantity  of  ammunition,  4S  kegs  of  which  ihey  btole  from  a  powd«r 
house  not  far  distant  from  this,  the  properly  of  a  manufacturer  of  ponxlcr.  Doer, 
it  Ls  supposed,  joined  hi.t  party  at  one  of  the  nbove>naracd  places  the  night  before 
lost;  be  has  certaitily  returned  from  New  York  and  paased  through  Norwich.  HIa 
loncenfraifd  forces  are  variously  estimated  at  from  500  to  t  ,000  men. 

I  had  proceeded  thus  far  yesterday  afternoon  on  my  return  to  Xcw  Yorlt,  and  had 
taken  my  seat  in  the  cars  for  Stonington.  when  cm  express  from  (iovcnior  Kmg,  who 
was  at  Newport,  ovrrtocdi  me.  to  request  that  I  woidd  not  leave  the  St«te;  too  late, 
however,  for  ise  then  to  iitop  here,  as  the  cant  were  jnst  moving  off.  On  getting 
to  Stonington  I  there  found  Covcraor  King,  who  bad  crossed  tn'er  from  Newport  to 
intercept  me,  and  at  his  solicitation  I  <it  once  returned  witli  him  lost  night  in  an  extra 
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ear  to  thin  pUcp.  Not  lb«ii  having  a  moawnt'i  time  to  write  yoo,  v;  the  (tesinbo»t 
(eCtiauucdiUclyoBthcftnivsl  o(tbccan»t  Stooiagton,  I  ecnt  my  adjutant  911  in  the 
boat  with  directions  to  report  to  you  the  fact  and  the  canae  of  my  return. 

I  had  written  thus  far  vhen  th«  gorenior  called  on  me.  aod  Iiu  liifontied  me  ihat 
four  dtittiu  of  this  State,  wlio  hftd  gone  to  Chepacb«t  to  ascertain  ttic  exact  Mate  ot 
[sffainthcre,wentkm8tedaa  spies,  bound,  and  .-wnt  \xiiA  ni^lit  to  Wminsocket,  where 
[two  boon  ago  iliey  were  still  In  confinetnent.  Uartial  law  ha*  been  dccUred  inCho 
,  and  Woouiiocket,  and  no  one  nlloCTed  to  enter  or  depart  without  penniaHoii. 
[  yesterday  aftemoc  n  wrcte  to  the  Secretary  of  War  (a«  Ihadbeendirectedj.ingreat 
^  baste,  bowtrcTt  to  seiul  1^  the  mail,  to  inform  him  of  the  sudden  change  in  the  aspect 
M  offainhere;  in  which  >ttcr  I  stated  tliut  I  shoald  be  at  Govcrnon  Island  this  morn- 
ing. As  I,  of  course,  then  did  not  contemplate  to  the  contmy,  I  bog  yon  will  do  ma 
the  fsvw  to  octjiuint  him  with  the  cause  of  my  ictum. 

I  can  only  add  thiil  the  dtitctu  ot  this  place  oic  in  a  state  of  intense  anxiety  and 
excitement.    I  maaJn  here  to^yat  the  special  n^uest  of  several  who  have  just  left 
me.    To-morrow  I  ihall  return  to  Xewport  to  awnit  any  communication  from  yotL 
X  am,  sir,  vciy  rcspcctfoUy,  yottr  obedient  tcrvaot. 

JAS.  BANKHEAD. 
Colonti  Semnd  HrffitHent  ArtilUty, 

PsovtOBKCE,  R.  \.,Junt  »f,  1S42. 
8nt;*  As  there  was  00  maO  yesterday  from  this,  I  cnuld  make  no  report  to  the 
^HaJ0T>Cenml  Onrnnanding  of  tlir  inilii;wy  nio^Tinenls  in  the*  rjimrter  np  to  that 
time.  Since  my  last  letter  to  you  most  of  the  \-olunte*r«  and  other  iniliULrj'  com- 
panies called  out  by  the  governor  have  assembled  here  to  the  amount  of  about  a.ooa 
men.  The  force  of  the  insurants  under  the  immediate  direction  of  lAr.  Dorr,  aud 
ooacentralcd  at  Chepachct,  is  estimated  at  from  800  to  i.ooo  men  anned  with  mu» 
kets,  about  1,500  without  arms,  and  10  or  la  cannon  mounted. 

It  teems  to  be  impoasihle  to  avoid  a  conflict  between  the  contending  parties  with* 
out  the  Interposition  of  a  strong  regular  force. 

The  State  force  here  can  defend  this  city,  and  it  might  socceasfolly  attack  the 
inoorgent  force  at  Chcpachet;  but  there  would  be  danger  in  leaving  the  city  without 
adequate  means  of  protection  to  it,  aa  there  ih  douhilcaa  a  huge  number  within  the 
city  with  coDcoiled  arms  rendy  to  commence  hostilities. 

The  jKMltion  taken  by  Dorr's  troops  at  Chepacbet  Is  natnrally  strong,  and  has  been 

mndi  atrengtbened  by  iatn^chmcsts,  etc.     It  «*ould  therefore  be  highly  imprudent 

to  make  the  attack,  even  if  nu  secret  foex  wen:  left  hehlnd  within  the  city,  without  a 

'positive  certainty  of  succesa:  and  witli  the  aid  of  a  few  disciplined  troopa  a  defeat 

there  would  be  ruiaous  and  irreparable. 

A  force  of  300  r^ular  troops  would  insure  succcaa,  and  probably  without  bloodsbedi 

X  aiD,  sir,  veryrespectfullT,  your  obedient  Knrant, 

JAS.  BANIOIEAI}. 
CoUmtl  &antd  RfjcttiuiU  Ariitttiy, 


Tbe  PsraiDENT  OF  the  UnITHD  STATHS.  WaSH.NOTOS.7oW  »7.  JS4M. 

Stii:  The  intelligence  from  Rhode  Island  since  the  call  was  madn  on  you  by  the 

ScnatoTB  from  that  State  ia  of  a  character  still  more  serious  and  urgent  than  that 

then  communicated  to  yon  by  Mr.  Sprague,  who  ww  charged  with  comninnicationa 

to  Vour  nzcellcncy  from  Governor  King.    We  aie  infonned  that  a  requisition  was 

Biadc  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  the  go\-cmar  of  Rhode  Island. 

[  punniant  to  resolutions  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  that  State  when  in  session 

\fa  May  last,  colling  for  a  proclamation  against  those  engaged  in  an  armed  rebellioii 

[^[•iiiit  the  goTemment  of  Rhode  Island  and  for  military  aid  in  suppressing  the 

[Mnic;  that  Yuur  Excellency  rciilicil  to  dn'emor  King  (hat  in  the  npinian  uf  llic 

'AdditMcdtaUilcwIkr^ieneial  R.  Jones,  Adjuioai-CciKial  Uoiicd  Slates  Amy. 
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Execulive  the  force  urayed  agninat  the  goveratnent  of  the  State  wti»  not  then  fluch 
u  to  ireniurt  imniediiite  action  on  hta  part,  but  that  Your  Excellency  in  your  replf 
procvc(lc<l  tuaaj:  "If  an  exi^inicyof  bwless  violence  shjill  actually  ariac,  the  execu- 
tive government  of  tlie  United  States,  on  the  spptication  of  your  excellency  under 
Uic  authority  of  tbe  rcMotutioon  of  the  U-gislatnre  already  submitted,  will  stand  ready 
lu  Mucoor  the  authorities  of  tlic  fitalc  in  tlicir  efforta  to  maintain  a  due  respect  for  Uie 
laws."  \VIi*reby  it  was  uiidrrst™«l  that  in  the  ewnt  of  the  awmnlilin^  of  snch  ao 
aimed  force  u  would  require  tbe  intecfecence  coiilem plated  l>y  ttie  Coostitutiott  and 
lawaof  the  truitcd  States  tlic  Executive  of  the  United  States,  upon  being  duly  noti* 
fittd  of  tlic  fftct  by  tltc  governor  of  tbe  Sttte,  would  act  upon  tbe  reqai^tiou  alteadj 
nuule  by  tlie  lcf;i!ilature  witbout  further  adiotl  on  the  part  of  that  body. 

We  Dndvfstand  that  upon  this  notice  Iieinjr  given  througb  the  cotnmunicatioitis 
handed  you  by  Mr.  Sprague  on  Saturday,  conlaimnj*  proofof  the  existence  and  array 
of  a  large  body  of  armed  men  within  tbe  Slate  of  Rhode  Tstnnd,  who  had  already 
cotntnitted  act*  of  lawless  violence,  both  by  depredating  largely  upon  property  in 
various  porta  of  the  State  and  by  capturing  and  cou&ningcitizctis,  as  well  u  owning 
and  manifesting  a  determinntion  to  attack  tlie  coiutituted  auUtoriUca.  you  coiuidcml 
that  it  waa  desirable  that  this  conununi<!ation  should  have  been  aceompnnieu  with 
a  furtlicr  rcsolutian  of  tfac  general  imcmbly  autbori^ing  tbe  governor  to  act  in  this 
instance,  from  tlte  fact  Uiat  tlie  aaeenibly  was  then  in  se»ion  by  adjournment. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  coctmunicstiou  reispcctftilly  to  «tnte  tlint  we  conceive 
the  existing  circii  JwtBHCe.H  call  for  the  immc>liute  action  of  the  Executive  upon  the 
information  and  papers  now  in  its  possession. 

The  meeting  of  the  legislature  during  the  last  week  was  by  adjoununcnL  It  ia  in 
law  reganled  an  t!ie  May  iiessioii  of  tlte  general  assembly,  and  can  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  if  it  liad  been  n  continuous  session  of  that  Imdy  held  from  day  today 
by  tuoal  adjournments.  Ilad  thia  last  been  the  case,  it  can  not  be  conceived  that 
new  action  oti  its  port  would  tuive  been  required  to  give  notice  of  any  movements  of 
hoalilc  forcea  eiiguKeil  in  the  same  enterprise  which  was  made  known  to  the  Execu- 
tive by  its  re«o1utiona  of  May  l-wt. 

Our  intelligence  anthoriMS  ns  to  beliere  that  a  multitude  of  lawless  and  ^-iolent 
men,  not  dtiscnaof  Rhode  Island,  but  inhabitants  of  other  States,  wickedly  induced 
by  pay  and  by  hopes  of  spoil,  and  perhaps  Instigated  also  by  motives  arising  from 
exatpcration  on  the  part  of  their  inrtigators  and  of  themselvea  at  the  course  hereto- 
fcre  indicated  In  thiauiattirr  by  tlieexcctilive  govemnicnt  uf  the  Union,  have  congre- 
gated themselves  and  ar«  daily  incrensing  their  numbcn  within  tho  bord«ra  of  our 
State,  mganincd,  armed,  and  arrayed  in  open  war  upon  tlie  State  antboritiea,  and 
ready  to  be  led,  and  avowedly  about  to  be  led,  to  the  attack  of  Ilie  principal  city  of 
the  State  ait  port  of  the  MUne  original  plan  to  overthrow  the  gcivemment,  and  that 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  plan  otir  dtincns  have  rcaaon  to  apprehend  the  most  des- 
perate and  recklem  auaulta  ot  ruffianly  viobmce  npoa  their  property,  their  hahita- 
tions,  and  their  lives. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  yon,  In  additjoa.  to  a  letter  which  we  understand  was 
received  yesterday  by  General  Scott  from  Colou&l  Bank  head,  detailing  some  infor> 
tnution  in  his  possession. 

Wr  therefore  restpe«futly  request  an  tmmc«tUte  compliant  on  the  part  of  tht 
Executive  with  the  requisition  communicated  in  the  papers  from  Coremor  King,  ai 
the  most  cflcctoal,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  only  measure  that  can  DOW  prevent  the 
effusion  of  blood  and  the  calamities  of  intestine  violence,  if  each  has  not  already 
occurred. 

Wc  arc,  with  the  highest  respect,  Vour  Bscellcncy'a  obedient  servant^ 

JAMES  R  SIMMONS. 
WM.   SPRAGUE. 
lOSBPH  U  TIU.INGHAST. 


John  Tyier 
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Ser:  From  tlic  offidal  conunanicntion  of  Colenfl  Bankheail  to  jon,  this  dny  lsi4 
bcTure  me,  U  ia  evident  thttt  llie  diificulticii  in  RIumIi;  Islaud  have  arrived  at  11  crinia 
which  raa.y  require  a  prompt  intcrposilion  of  the  Exrcutiw  of  thp  United  States  to 
prevent  the  cfftuion  of  blood.  PTom  tfa«  «>rr«ftpond«nce  aJrendy  hdd  with  the  gov* 
cmor  of  Rtiodtf  Uland  I  liav-e  reason  to  expect  that  a  tcquisutioti  will  be  itninediatelr 
made  by  the  ^vertiment  of  that  State  for  the  assistance  gxiaratttced  by  the  Constitu- 
tioo  to  protect  its  dtuxiu  from  domestic  violence.  %Vitli  a  \\c<if  t9  luccrtaiti  the  tmc 
eoodilion  of  tbioga  and  to  render  the  aasJstance  of  thb  Goveniment  ( if  any  shall  be 
required)  aa  prompt  aa  niAy  be,  yon  « re  initrncted  to  proc«d  to  Rhode  I^Und,  and, 
in  the  event  of  a  rcquiaition  beinK  made  upon  the  President  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  you  «-ill  cauu:  the  proclamation  beregnth  deUv'cred  to  be 
published.  And  should  circumstance*  in  your  opinion  render  it  □cccssary,  you  will 
also  call  upon  the  govcmora  of  Maasadiuaclta  and  Connecticut,  or  citlier  of  tlirm, 
for  such  nnmbw  and  description  of  the  militia  of  their  r«rspectivo  States  aa  may  be 
sufficient  to  terminate  at  once  the  inauTrectiun  in  Rhndc  Island.  And  in  the  mean- 
time the  troops  in  the  vidnlty  of  Pravidence  may  with  propriety  be  placed  In  such 
pOBJtiffng  as  will  enable  them  to  defend  that  city  from  aaMulU 

JOHNTYI,BR. 


BT  TBEt  PIIB$IDBNT  OV  TRB  VNTTISD  GTATSS  OP  AMBKICA. 

A  FKOCLAUATIOH, 

WbereAi  theles^datore  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  applied  to  the  Presidetit  <A 
die  ITnited  StatM  setting  forth  the  exiiitence  (if  a  danf^erous  iniium-ction  in  Ihut  State, 
compowd  partly  of  dcludeil  citiwins  of  the  State,  but  chiefly  of  inlroders  of  daii|rcr- 
OUB  and  atandoaed  character  coming  from  other  States,  and  requiring  Uie  immediate 
intciposttaon  of  the  constitutional  power  vested  in  him  to  be  exercised  in  such  cascSi 
I  do  iasue  this  my  proclamHtion,  according  to  law.  licicby  commanding  all  insurgents 
and  all  persons  connected  with  said  insurrectioa  to  dispene  and  retire  peaceably  to 
their  respective  abodes  within  twenty-four  homa  from  Uie  time  wbca  this  pcodain*- 
tion  shall  be  made  public  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  tbo  Dnttcd  States  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  and  :ngned  tlie  same  with  my  liund. 

Uone  at  the  city  of  Washington  this day  of  ^ 

Indcpcndenec  of  the  United  tstates  the  sixty-^ixtta. 

[i-s.] 

By  the  Preamleot; 

DUTL.  Webster, 

Seerelary  qf  State. 


A.  D.  1843,  and  of  the 
JOHNTYLBR. 


Washington,  Aprii  aa,  1844. 
7J»  lAr  Senate  of  the  United  Staies: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  approval  and  ratification,  a  treaty  wliich 
I  Itave  caused  to  be  negotiated  between  the  Utiited  States  and  Texas, 
^Wbercby  tlie  latter,  on  tlie  conditions  therein  set  forth,  has  trausferrcd 
and  conveyed  all  its  right  of  separate  and  independent  sovereignly  and 
jurisdiction  to  the  United  States.  In  taking  so  important  a  step  I  have 
been  influenced  by  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  controlling  con- 
siderations of  public  policy  and  the  general  jood,  and  in  bavinir  accom- 
pltthed  it,  should  it  meet  with  your  approval,  the  Covemment  will  have 
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succeeded  in  rcclaimins  a  lenitor>-  which  formerly  constituted  a  portion, 
as  it  is  confideotly  believed,  of  its  domain  under  the  treaty  of  cesaon  of 
1803  by  France  to  tlie  United  States. 

The  country  thus  proposed  to  be  anoexed  lias  been  settled  principally 
by  persons  from  the  United  States,  who  emigrated  on  the  invitation  of 
both  Spain  and  Mexico,  and  who  carried  with  them  into  the  "wilderness 
which  they  have  partially  reclaimed  the  laws,  customs,  and  political  and 
domestic  institutions  of  their  native  land.  They  are  deeply  iodoctrinated 
in  all  tlie  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  will  bring  along  with  tbem  in  the 
act  of  reassociatinn  devotion  to  our  Union  and  a  firm  and  iuflexible  reso- 
lution to  assKt  in  maintaining  the  public  liberty  unimpaired — a  considera- 
tion which,  aa  it  appears  to  mc,  is  to  be  regarded  as  o£  no  small  moment. 
The  country  itself  thus  obtained  i^  of  incalculable  value  in  an  ^jictil- 
ttiral  and  commercial  point  of  view.  To  a  soil  of  inexhaustible  fertilit>' 
It  unites  a  geuial  aud  healthy  climate,  and  is  destined  at  a  day  not  distant 
to  make  large  contributions  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Its  territory 
is  separated  from  the  United  States  in  part  by  an  imaginary  line,  and  by 
the  river  Sabine  for  a  distance  of  310  miles,  aud  its  productions  arc  the 
same  with  those  of  many  of  the  contiguous  States  of  the  Union.  Such 
]s  the  coantr>',  sudi  are  its  inhabitants,  and  such  its  capacities  to  add  to 
the  general  wealth  of  the  Union.  As  to  the  latter,  it  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  in  the  magnitude  of  its  productiuns  it  will  equal  in  a  short 
time,  under  the  protecting  care  of  this  Government,  if  it  does  not  surpass, 
the  combined  jvoduction  of  many  of  the  States  of  the  Confcdcrac>',  A 
new  and  powerful  impulse  will  thus  be  given  to  the  navigating  interest 
of  the  countr>-,  wliich  will  be  diiefly  engrossed  by  our  fellow-dtizens  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  who  have  already  attained  a  remarkable 
degree  of  prosperity  by  the  partial  monopoly  they  have  enjoyed  of  the 
carrj'ing  trade  of  the  Union.  jKirtiailaTly  the  coa-ftwise  trade,  which  this 
new  acqui^tion  is  destined  in  time,  and  that  not  distant,  to  swell  to  a 
magnitude  which  can  not  easily  be  coniputetl.  while  the  addition  mad« 
to  the  boundaries  of  tlie  home  market  thu.s  secured  to  their  mining, 
manufacttuing.  and  mechanical  skill  and  industry  will  be  of  a  character 
the  most  commanding  and  important.  Such  are  some  of  the  many 
advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  by  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty — advantages  the  extent  of  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  estimate  with  acctu^cy  or  properly  to  appreciate.  Texas,  being 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  cotton,  sugar,  aud  rice,  and  devoting  most  of 
her  energies  to  the  raising  of  these  productions,  will  open  an  extensive 
market  to  the  Western  States  in  the  important  articles  of  beef,  pork, 
horses,  mules,  etc,,  as  well  as  in  hrcadftlnfls.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Southern  and  Southeistem  States  will  find  in  the  fact  of  annexation 
protection  and  security  to  their  peace  and  tranquillity,  aswell  against  all 
domestic  as  forcig-n  efforts  to  disturb  them,  thus  consecraling  anew  the 
union  of  the  States  and  boldiug  out  the  promise  of  its  perpetual  duration. 


John  Tyler 
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Thus.  Bt  the  same  time  tbat  the  tide  of  public  i>ro8perity  is  greatly  swoUea, 
an  appeal  of  what  appears  to  the  Executive  to  be  of  an  imposing,  if  not 
of  a  restsllcss,  cliaracter  is  made  to  the  iuterests  of  e\'er>'  portion  of  the 
country.  Agrinilture.  which  would  have  a  new  and  extensive  mar- 
ket opened  for  its  produce;  commerce,  whose  ships  would  be  freighted 
with  the  rich  productions  of  an  extensive  and  fertile  region;  and  the 
mechanical  arts,  in  oU  their  various  ramifications,  would  seem  to  unite 
in  one  uni^-crsal  demand  for  the  ratiScatioo  of  the  treaty.  Btit  impor- 
tant as  these  considerations  may  appear,  tlwy  are  to  be  regarded  as  but 
secondary  to  others.  Texas,  for  reasons  dc«ncd  sufSdent  by  herself, 
threw  olT  ber  dependence  on  Mexico  as  far  Imck  as  1836,  and  consum- 
mated her  indei>endence  by  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  in  the  stme  year, 
siuce  which  period  Mexico  has  attempted  no  serious  invasion  of  her 
temtor>',  but  the  contest  has  assumed  features  of  a  mere  border  war, 
characterized  by  acts  revoUiug  to  humanity.  In  the  year  1S36  Texas 
adopted  her  constitution,  under  which  she  has  existed  as  a  sovereign 
power  ever  mucc.  having  been  recognized  as  soch  by  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal powxni  of  the  world;  and  contemporaneously  with  its  adoption,  by 
a  solemn  \'ote  of  her  people,  embracing  alt  bet  population  hut  ninety- 
three  persons,  declared  her  anxious  desire  to  be  admitted  into  association 
with  the  United  States  as  a  portion  of  their  territory.  Tliis  vote,  thus 
solemnly  taken,  has  never  been  reversed,  and  now  by  the  action  of  her 
constituted  authorities,  sustained  as  il  is  by  popular  sentimeut,  she  reaf- 
firms ber  desire  for  annexation.  Thl-  -rourse  has  been  adopted  b>'  her 
without  the  emplojTnent  of  any  sinister  meastrrcs  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  No  intrigue  hasbcensct  on  foot  toaccomplish  it.  Texas 
herself  wills  it,  and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  concurring  with 
her,  has  seen  no  sufficient  reason  to  avoid  the  consummation  of  an  act 
esteemed  to  be  so  desirable  by  both.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  Texas 
is  greatly  depressed  in  her  energies  by  her  tong-protracted  war  with 
Mexico.  Under  tliese  circumstances  it  is  but  natural  that  she  should 
seek  for  safety  and  repose  under  the  protection  of  some  stronger  power, 
and  it  is  equally  so  that  her  people  should  tiu-n  lo  the  United  States, 
the  land  of  their  birth,  in  the  first  instance  in  the  pursuit  of  such  pro- 
tection. She  has  often  before  made  known  her  wishes,  but  her  advances 
have  to  this  time  been  repelled.  The  '  .xeaitive  of  the  United  States 
sees  no  longer  any  cause  for  pursuing  sxvih  a  course.  The  hazard  of 
now  defeating  her  wishes  may  be  of  the  most  fatal  tendency.  It  might 
lead,  and  most  probably  would,  to  such  an  entire  alienation  of  sentiment 
and  feeling  as  would  inevitably  induce  her  to  look  elsewhere  for  aid.  and 
force  her  cither  to  enter  into  dangerous  alliaacca  ^vith  other  nations,  who, 
looking  with  more  wisdom  to  their  own  interests,  would,  it  is  fairly  to 
be  prestuned,  readily  adopt  such  expedients;  or  she  would  hold  out  the 
proffer  of  discriminating  duties  in  trade  and  commerce  in  order  to  secure 
the  necessary  assistance.      Whatever  step  she  might  adopt  looking  to 
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this  object  would  prove  disastrous  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  interests 
of  the  whole  Union.  To  say  nothing  of  the  impolicy  of  our  pennittiag 
the  carrjing  trade  aud  home  market  of  such  n  country  to  ptiss  out  of  our 
hands  into  those  of  a  commercial  rival,  the  Government,  in  the  lirst  place, 
would  be  certain  to  suffer  mast  disastrously  in  its  revenue  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  system  of  smuggling  upon  an  extensive  scale,  which  an 
army  of  custom-house  officers  could  not  prevent,  and  which  would  oper- 
ate to  affect  injuriously  the  interests  of  all  the  industrial  classes  of  this 
country.  Hence  would  arise  constant  collisions  between  the  Jnhabiiantsof 
the  two  countries,  winch  would  evermore  endanger  their  peace.  A  large 
increase  of  the  militar>'  force  of  the  United  States  would  incvitaUy  fol- 
low, thus  devolving  upon  the  people  new  and  extraordinary  burdens  in 
order  uot  only  to  protect  them  from  the  danger  of  daily  collision  with 
Texas  herself,  but  to  guard  their  border  inhabitants  against  hostile 
inroads,  so  easily  excited  on  the  part  of  the  numerous  aud  warlike  tribes 
of  Indians  dwelling  in  their  neighborhood.  Texas  would  undoubtedly 
be  unable  for  many  years  to  come,  if  at  any  time,  to  resist  unaided  and 
alone  the  military  power  of  the  United  States;  but  it  is  not  extravagant 
to  suppose  that  nations  reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  her  trade,  secured  to 
them  by  advantageous  treaties,  would  be  induced  to  take  part  with  her 
in  any  conflict  with  ns.  from  the  strongest  considcratious  of  public  policy. 
Such  a  state  of  things  might  subject  to  de\'astation  the  territory  of  con- 
tiguous States,  and  would  cost  the  country  in  a  single  campaign  more 
treasure,  thrice  told  over,  than  is  stipulated  to  be  paid  and  reimbursed 
by  the  treaty  now  proposed  for  ratification.  I  will  not  pcnnit  myself  to 
dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject.  Consequences  of  a  fatal  character 
to  the  peace  of  the  Union,  and  even  to  the  preservation  of  the  Uniou 
itself,  might  be  dwelt  upon.  They  will  not,  howei'er,  fail  to  occur  to  the 
mind  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  country.  Nor  do  I  indulge  in  any  vague 
conjectures  of  the  future.  The  documents  now  transmitted  along  with 
the  treaty  lead  to  the  concliudon,  as  inevitable,  that  if  the  boon  now  ten- 
dered be  rejected  Texas  will  seek  for  the  friendship  of  others.  In  con- 
tetnplatiug  such  a  contingency  it  can  not  be  overlooked  that  the  United 
Slates  are  already  almost  surrounded  by  the  poase.'sions  of  European 
powers.  The  Canadas,  New  Brunswick,  aud  Nova  Scotia,  the  islands  in 
the  American  seas,  with  Texa:  trammeled  by  treaties  of  alliance  or  of  a 
commercial  character  differing  in  policy  from  that  of  the  United  States, 
would  complete  the  circle.  Texas  voluntarily  steps  forth,  upon  terms 
of  perfect  honor  and  good  faith  to  all  nations,  to  ask  to  be  annexed  to 
the  Union.  As  an  independent  sovereignty  her  right  to  do  this  is  unques- 
tionable. In  doing  so  she  gives  no  cause  of  umbrage  to  any  other  power; 
her  people  desire  it,  and  there  is  no  sla\ish  transfer  of  her  sovereignty 
and  independence.  She  has  for  eight  years  maiutaiued  her  independence 
against  all  efforts  to  subdnc  her.  She  has  been  retognixed  as  independ- 
ent by  maoy  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  family  of  nations,  and  that 
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Kcognitien,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  places  lier  in  a  positioa,  without 
giving  any  just  cause  of  umbrage  to  them,  to  surrender  her  sovereignty 
at  btr  owu  will  and  pleasare.  The  United  States,  actuated  evermore  by 
a  spirit  of  justice,  has  desired  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  to  render 
justice  to  all.  They  liave  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  of  Texas.  We  look  to  her  ample  and  fertile  domain  as  the  certain 
means  of  accompUshing  this;  but  this  is  a  matter  K-twecn  the  United 
States  and  Texas,  and  vrith  which  other  Cov-ernmeiits  have  nothing  to 
do.  Our  right  to  receive  the  rich  grant  tendered  by  Texas  is  perfect, 
and  this  Go\'ernment  sliould  not.  liaving  due  respect  cither  to  its  own 
honor  or  its  o«ti  interests,  pennit  its  course  of  policy  to  be  interrupted 
by  the  interference  of  other  powers,  even  if  such  interference  were 
threatened.  The  question  is  one  purely  American.  In  the  acquisi- 
tion, while  we  abstain  most  carefully  from  all  that  could  interrupt  the 
public  peace,  we  claim  the  right  to  exercise  a  due  regard  to  our  own. 
This  Government  can  not  conastently  with  its  honor  pennit  any  such 
interference.  With  equal,  if  not  greater,  propriety  might  the  United 
States  demand  of  other  governments  to  surrender  their  numerous  and 
valuable  acquisitions  made  in  post  time  at  numberle:^  places  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  globe,  whereby  they  have  added  to  their  power  and  enlarged 
their  resources. 

To  Mexico  the  Executive  is  disposed  to  pursue  a  course  conciliatory 
in  its  character  and  at  the  same  time  to  render  her  the  most  ample  jus- 
tice by  conventions  and  stipulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and 
dignity  of  the  Government.  It  is  actaated  by  no  spirit  of  unjust  aggran- 
diTement,  but  looks  only  to  its  own  security.  It  has  made  known  to 
Mexico  at  several  periods  its  extreme  anxiety  to  witness  the  termination 
of  hostilities  between  that  country  and  Texas.  Its  wishes,  however 
have  been  entirely  disregarded.  It  has  ever  been  ready  to  urge  an 
adjustment  of  the  dispute  upon  terms  umtually  advantageous  to  both. 
It  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  bear  and  discuss  any  claims  Mexico  may 
think  she  has  on  the  justice  of  the  United  States  and  to  adjust  any  that 
may  be  deemed  to  be  so  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  There  is  no  desire 
00  the  part  of  the  Executi\-e  to  wound  her  pride  or  affect  injuriously  her 
interest,  but  at  the  same  time  it  can  not  compromit  by  any  delay  in  its 
^—^action  the  essential  interests  of  the  United  States.  Mexico  lias  no  right 
^^Hto  ask  or  expect  this  of  us;  we  deal  rightfully  with  Texas  as  an  inde- 
W  pendent  power.  The  war  which  has  been  waged  for  eight  years  has 
B  resulted  only  tn  the  conviction  with  all  others  than  herself  that  Texas 
I  can  not  be  reconquered.  I  can  not  but  repeat  the  opinion  expressed  in 
B  my  message  at  the  opening  of  Congress  that  it  is  time  it  bad  ceased.  The 
■  Executive,  while  it  could  not  look  upon  its  longer  continuance  without 
I  the  greatest  uneasiness,  has,  nevertheless,  for  all  past  time  prcser^-ed  a 
H  course  of  strict  neutrality.  It  could  not  he  ignorant  of  the  fact  of  the 
I        exhaustion  whicli  a  war  of  so  loog  a  duration  had  produced.    Least  of  all 
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was  it  ignorant  of  tbe  nnxiety  of  other  powers  to  induce  Mexico  to  enter 
into  terms  oE  reconciliation  with  Texas,  which,  affecting  the  domestic 
institutions  of  Texas,  ^^-oul(l  operate  most  injuriously  upon  the  United 
States  and  might  most  seriously  tlxreaten  the  existence  of  this  happs* 
Union.  Nor  could  it  be  iinacquainted  with  the  fact  that  althongh  foreign 
govemment*^  might  disavow  all  design  to  dit^tiirb  the  relatione  which 
exist  under  the  Constitution  betweeu  these  States,  yet  that  one,  the  most 
pon-erful  amongst  them,  had  not  failed  to  declare  its  marked  and  decided 
hostihty  to  the  chief  featnre  in  those  relations  and  its  purpose  on  all 
suitable  occasions  to  urge  upon  Mexico  the  adoption  of  such  a  course 
in  negotiating  with  Texas  as  to  produce  the  obliteration  of  that  feature 
from  her  domestic  policy  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  Iwr  recognition  by 
Mexico  as  au  iudcpeudeut  state.  The  Executive  was  also  aware  of  the 
fad  that  fonuidable  associations  of  persons,  the  subjects  of  foreign  pow- 
ers, existed,  who  were  dirtctiug  their  utmost  efforts  to  the  accomplish- 
ment uf  this  ubject.  To  these  cunclusiuus  it  was  inevitably  brought  by 
the  documents  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  I  repeat,  the  Kxecutivc 
saw  Texas  in  a  jnate  of  almost  hopeless  exhaustion,  and  the  question 
was  narTowe<l  down  to  the  simple  proposition  whether  the  I'niied  States 
should  accept  the  boon  of  annexation  upon  fair  and  even  liberal  terms, 
or.  by  refusing  to  do  so,  force  Texas  to  seek  rcfngc  in  the  arms  of  some 
other  power,  cither  through  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive, 
or  the  adoption  of  some  other  expedient  which  might  \'irtuany  make  her 
tributary  to  sudi  power  and  dependent  upon  it  for  all  future  time.  Tlie 
Executive  has  full  reason  to  believe  that  such  would  have  been  the  result 
without  its  interposition,  and  that  such  will  be  the  result  in  the  event 
either  of  uuuecessary  delay  in  the  ratification  or  of  the  rejection  of  the 
proposed  treaty. 

In  full  view,  then,  of  the  highest  pablic  dnty,  and  as  a  measure  of  secu- 
rity against  evils  incalculably  great,  the  Executive  has  entered  into  the 
negotiation,  the  fruits  of  which  ore  now  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  urgent  reasons  which  existed  for  the  step  it  has  taken, 
it  might  safely  in\*oVe  the  fact  (which  it  confidently  believes)  that  there 
exists  no  drilized  government  on  earth  h-iving  a  voluntary-  tender  made 
it  of  a  domain  so  ridi  and  fertile,  so  replete  with  all  that  can  add  to 
national  greatness  and  wealth,  and  so  necessary  to  its  peace  and  safety 
that  would  reject  the  offer.  Nor  arc  other  powers.  Mexico  inclusive, 
likely  in  any  degree  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty.  The  prosperity  of  Texas  will  be  equally  interesting  to  all;  in 
the  incrcasv  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  world  that  prosperity  will 
be  secured  by  annexation. 

But  one  view  of  the  subject  remains  to  be  presented.  It  grows  out  of 
the  proposed  enlargement  of  our  territory.  From  this.  I  am  free  to  con- 
fess. I  see  no  danger.  The  federative  system  Is  susceptible  of  the  greatest 
extcnsiou  compatible  with  the  ability  of  the  representation  of  the  moet 
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distant  State  or  Territory'  to  reach  the  seat  ol  tiovemment  in  lime  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  functions  of  legislation  and  to  make  kixnvn  the  wants  of 
the  constituent  body.  Our  confederated  Republic  consisted  originally 
of  thirteen  members.  It  now  consists  of  twice  that  number,  while  appli- 
cations are  before  Congress  to  permit  other  additions.  TliJs  addition  of 
new  States  has  served  to  strengthen  rather  than  to -weaken  the  Union. 
New  interetts  have  sprung  up,  which  require  the  united  power  of  all. 
through  tlie  action  of  the  cooimoa  Government,  to  protect  and  defend 
Upon  the  high  seas  and  in  foreign  parts.  Each  State  commits  »4th  per- 
fect security  to  that  cotenon  Government  those  great  interests  growing 
out  of  our  relations  with  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  which  equally 
involve  the  good  o<  all  the  States.  Its  domestic  concerns  are  left  to  its 
own  exclusive  ma.jagement.  Bnt  if  there  vere  any  force  in  the  objec- 
tion it  would  seem  to  require  an  immediate  abandonment  of  territoriaj 
possessions  which  lie  in  the  distance  and  stretch  to  a  far-off  sea,  and  yet 
no  one  would  be  found,  it  is  believed,  ready  to  recommend  such  an  aban- 
donment.    Texas  lies  at  our  %'eiy  doors  and  in  our  immediate  vicinity. 

Under  erery  view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject.  I  think 
that  the  interests  of  our  common  constituents,  the  people  of  all  the  States, 
and  a  iove  of  the  Union  left  the  Executive  no  other  alternative  than  to 
negotiate  the  treaty.  Tl  high  and  solemn  duty  of  ratifying  or  rejecting 
it  is  wisely  devolved  on  Ue  Senate  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

^*»***-  JOHN  TYLER. 


WAaniNGTOS,  AprU  32.  1S44, 
To  ike  Senate  efihe  Untied  Staffs: 

1  trinsmii  herewith  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  of  extradition 
lately  concluded  between  the  Governments  of  France  and  the  United 
States,  far  your  appro\-aI  and  ratification.  The  reason  upon  which  it  is 
founded  is  explained  on  the  face  of  the  article  and  in  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Pageot  which  accompanies  this  communication. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  ApHi  26,  iSff. 
To  Ihe  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  33d  instant, 
requesting  the  Fre-tident  to  commnntcate  to  that  body  any  communi- 
cation, papers,  or  maps  in  possession  of  this  Government  specifying  the 
southern,  southwestern,  and  western  boundaries  of  Texas,  I  tran.'.mit 
a  map  of  Tcxxs  and  the  countries  adjacent,  compiled  in  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  tinder  the  direction  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  by 
Lieutenant  U.  K.  Emor>',  of  that  Corps,  and  aliw  a  memoir  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  the  same  officer.  jqjjj^  TYLER. 
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To  tht  SenaU  of  the  VnUed  SiaUs: 

In  my  annual  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  J^Axtxi  ol 
Congress  I  infornied  the  two  Houses  tlmt  instructions  had  been  given  by 
the  Kxecntive  to  the  United  States  <:n\-oy  at  Berlin  to  negotiate  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  the  States  composing  the  Germauic  Customs  Union 
for  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  tobacco  and  other  agricultuml  produc- 
tions of  the  United  States,  in  exchange  for  concessions  on  our  part  io 
relation  to  certain  articles  of  export  the  product  of  the  skill  and  industry 
of  those  countries.  I  now  transmit  a  treaty  which  proposes  to  carry  into 
effect  the  views  and  intentioas  thus  previnu-sly  expressed  and  declared, 
accompanied  by  two  dispatclies  from  Mr.  Wheaton,  our  minister  at  Ber- 
lin. This  is  belie\'ed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  the  attempt  hasj 
proved  successful  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  heav^*  and  onerous  duties* 
to  which  American  tobacco  is  subject  in  foreign  markets,  and,  taken  ia 
connection  with  the  greatly  reduced  duties  on  rice  and  lard  and  the  free 
introduction  of  raw  cotton,  for  which  the  treaty  provides,  I  can  not  but 
anticipate  from  its  ratification  important  benefits  to  the  great  sgriculttnal^-j 
coniraercial,  and  navigating  iuterests  of  the  United  States.  The  conoes-i 
sionson  our  part  relate  to  articles  which  are  believed  not  to  enter  inju- 
riously into  competition  with  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  Uuited 
States,  while  a  country  of  great  extent  and  embracing  a  population  of 
aS.ooo.ooo  human  beings  ^vill  more  thoroughly  than  heretofore  be  thrown 
open  to  the  commercial  enterprise  of  our  feUow-dtizens. 

luasmudi  as  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  come  to  some  extent  in  con- 
flict with  existing  laws,  it  is  my  intention,  should  it  receive  your  approv-al 
and  ratification,  to  commuuicate  a  copy  of  it  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  order  that  that  House  may  take  such  action  upon  it  as  it  may 
deem  necessary  to  give  e&ctency  to  its  pro\i3ions. 

Ap^  »9,  .844.  '^°^^  ''^'■^^ 

Washington,  Apnt  39, 1844. 
To  the  SenaUafike  United  StaUs: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  my  message  of  tl 
azd  instant,  the  copy  of  a  recent  conresiMjadeuce*  between  the  Depart-I 
meat  of  State  and  the  minister  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  this  country. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  April  29. 1844. 
7>  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  preparc<l 
in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  lotn 

'°*^*''-t  JOHN  TYLER. 

"Witu  reftrmcc  to  thr  anDriMioD  of  Tcem. 

t  PrcKwdiim  unJrr  *tx  of  auArfa  3.  1*41.  for  tbc  tcUqf  o(  XM.  Stodtbcidn  IHbe  o(  Indiaiu  \\  Ibe 
rati  Wry  fit  WbceiuiB. 
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Washington,  May  i,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  oj  the  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  dispatch  from  the  British  mintRter,  nddresseii  to 

the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  the  30th  April,  in  reply  to  the  letter 

of  the  Secretary  of  Sute  of  the  37th  April,  which  has  already  been  com- 

tntmicated  to  the  Senate,  haviag  relation  to  the  Texas  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washikgton,  May  3,  TS44. 
7>  the  Senate  cf  the  United  Stales.- 

Id  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  ot  the  agtii  ultimo,  request* 
ing  a  copy  of  additloaal  papers  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations  between 
the  Uuitecl  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas.  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  aud  the  documents  by  which  it  was  acoimpanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  6.  T844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

X  herewith  transmit  the  accompanying  correspondence,  relating  to  the 

treaty  recently  concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin 

with  the  States  comprising  the  ZoUvcrcin.  TOHN  TYLER 


7>  the  House  a/ Jiefiresfntatives:  Washington.  May  6,  1S44. 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  prepared  as  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 


i8th  of  January  last 


JOHN  TYLER. 


To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington,  May  6, 1844. 

I  tnuLsmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompaaying  documents  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  all  the  informatiou  that  can  be  now  fur* 
nished  by  that  Departinent,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  iStb  <A  Jaouaiy,  re^pectiug  the  allowance  of  claims 


previously  rejected. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  May  7, 1844. 
7>  the  Senate  ef  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  o( 
New  Granada,  signed  in  the  city  of  Bogota  on  the  6th  of  March  last. 

*  TrknmEtllnc  lliti  of  penons  caployed  bj  Uie  Wu  Ocputmeal  linoe  Uu«li  «,  iljT,  witbout 
apt«M  mMhat'Ay  o(  law.  etc 
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to  order  tliat  the  Senate  may  better  understand  tlie  objects  of  the  con- 
veatloD  and  the  moti\'cs  which  have  made  those  objects  desirable  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  also  tmnRinit  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  in  the  Senate,  and  between  the  same  Department  and 
Mt.  Blackford,  the  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  BogoU.  who 
concluded  the  coavvntioa  oa  the  part  of  this  Govenimeut 

JOHN'  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  10,  i8f$. 

To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  Slates- 

I  deem  it  proper  to  transmit  the  accompanying  dispatch,  recently 
received  from  the  United  States  envoy  at  London,  having  reference  to 
the  treaty  now  before  the  Senate  lately  negotiated  by  Mr.  Wheatoo, 
our  envoy  at  Berlin,  with  the  Zollverdn. 

I  will  not  withhold  the  expression  of  my  fnll  assent  to  the  vieffS 
expressed  l^  Mr.  Everett  in  his  conference  with  J-ord  Aberdeen. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

y.  the  muse  of  Representatives:  WAsmNoroK.  May  10,  JS44. 

I  commautcate  to  Congress  a  tetter  from  the  Imaum  of  Muscat  and  a 
IrauslalioD  of  it,  together  with  sundry  other  papers,  by  which  it  will  be 
perceived  that  His  Highness  has  been  plc-ascd  again  to  offer  to  the  United 
States  a  present  of  Arabian  horses.  These  animals  will  bo  In  Washing- 
ton in  a  short  time,  and  will  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  direct.  ^^^^  TYLER. 

WASHtNOTOK,  May  tr,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  CDinmimicale  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  two  con- 
ventions concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin — the* 
one  with  the  Kingdom  o£  Wurtemberg,  dated  on  the  loth  day  of  Apri^ 
and  the  other  with  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse,  dated  on  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1S44 — for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  daubaiae  and  the 
droit  de  detraction  between  those  Go^-emmcnts  and  the  United  StateSi 
and  I  communicate  with  the  conventions  copies  of  the  correspondeoce 
neces&ary  to  explain  'ht»  reasons  for  cunuludiug  them. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  1$,  1844, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States- 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  t3th  inetaat,  requesting 
to  be  informed  "whether  since  the  commencement  of  the  negutiation«j 
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which  resulted  in  the  treaty  now  before  the  Senate  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  any  military  preparation  has  been  made 
or  ordered  by  the  President  for  or  in  anticipation  of  war.  and,  if  so,  for 
what  cause,  and  with  whom  was  such  war  apprehended,  and  what  are 
the  [n^eparationa  that  have  been  made  or  ordered;  has  any  movement 
or  assemblage  or  dispo^tion  of  any  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  been  made  or  ordered  with  a  view  lo  such  hostilities;  and 
to  conunuuicate  to  tlie  Senate  copies  of  all  orders  or  directions  given 

,for  any  such  preparation  or  for  any  such  mwement  or  disposition  or  for 
the  future  conduct  of  such  military  ornav-al  forces,"  Ihaveto  inform  the 
Senate  ttiat,  in  consequence  of  the  d^aration  of  Mexico  communicated 
to  this  Government  and  !>y  me  laid  before  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its 
present  session,  announcing^  the  determination  of  Mexico  to  regard  as  a 
declaration  of  war  against  her  by  tlic  United  States  the  definitive  ratifi- 
cation of  any  treaty  with  Texas  annexing  the  territory  of  that  Republic  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  hope  and  Ixlief  entertained  by  the  Executive 
that  the  treaty  with  Texas  for  that  purpose  would  be  speedily  approved 
•nd  ratified  by  the  Senate,  it  was  regarded  by  the  Executive  to  have 

^  become  emphatically  its  duty  to  concentrate  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
its  vidoity,  as  a  precautionary  measorc.  as  large  a  portion  of  the  home 
sqaadron,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Conner,  as  could  well  be  drawn 
together,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assemble  at  Fort  Jesup,  on  the  borders 
of  Texas,  as  large  a  miUtary  force  as  the  demands  of  the  service  at  other 
encampments  would  authorize  to  be  detached.  For  the  number  of  ship* 
already  in  the  Gulf  and  the  waters  contiguous  thereto  and  such  as  are 
placed  under  orders  for  that  destination,  and  of  troops  now  assembled 
upon  the  frontier.  1  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  from  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  It  will  also  be  perceived  by 
the  Senate,  by  referring  to  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department  which  are 
herewith  transmitted,  that  the  na\'al  officer  in  command  of  the  fleet  is 
directed  to  cause  his  ships  to  perform  all  the  duties  uf  a  fleet  of  obsen.-a- 
tion  and  to  apprise  the  Executive  of  any  indication  of  a  hostile  design 
upon  Texas  on  the  part  of  any  nation  pending  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  treaty,  with  a  view  that  the  same  should  promptly  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  its  mature  deliberatiou.  At  the  same  time,  it 
is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  declare  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  United 
States  hanng  by  the  treatj-  of  annexation  acquired  a  title  to  Texas  which 
requires  only  the  action  of  the  Senate  to  perfect  it,  no  other  power  could 
be  permitted  to  invade  and  by  farce  of  arms  to  pos.ses5  itself  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  Texas  pending  yoar  dchbcrations  upon  the  treaty 
without  placing  itself  in  an  hostile  attitude  to  the  United  States  and 
justifying  the  employment  of  any  military  means  at  our  disposal  to  drive 
back  the  invasion.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my  opinion  that  Mexico  or 
any  other  power  will  find  in  your  approval  of  the  treaty  no  just  cause  of 
war  against  the  United  States,  nor  do  [  believe  that  there  is  any  serious 
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hazard  of  war  to  be  found  in  tlie  fact  of  such  approval.  Nevertheless. 
every  proper  measure  will  be  resorted  to  by  the  Executive  to  preserve 
upon  an  honorable  and  just  basis  the  public  peace  by  recoodliag  Mexico, 
through  a  liberal  course  of  poUcy,  to  the  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WaSHINGI^N.  May  15,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  "whether  n  messenger  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  with 
a  view  to  obtain  her  consent  to  the  treaty  with  Texas,  and,  if  so,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  dispatches  of  which  he  is  bearer 
and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  said  messenger;  and  also  to  inform 
the  Senate  within  what  time  said  messenger  is  expected  to  return."  I 
liave  to  say  that  no  messenger  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  iu  order  to  obtain 
her  assent  to  the  treaty  with  Texas,  it  not  being  regarded  by  the  iixecu* 
tive  as  iu  any  degree  requisite  to  obtain  such  consent  in  order  (should 
the  Senate  ratify  the  treaty)  to  perfect  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  the  territorj'  thus  acquired,  the  title  to  the  same  being  full  and  perfect 
without  the  assent  of  any  third  power.  The  Executiv-e  has  negotiated 
with  Texas  as  an  independent  power  of  tlie  world,  long  since  rvcognizcd 
as  such  by  the  United  States  and  other  powers,  and  as  subordinate  in  all 
her  rights  of  full  sovereignty  to  no  other  power.  A  messenger  has  been 
dispatched  to  our  minister  at  Mexico  as  bearer  of  the  dispatch  already 
communicated  to  the  Senate,  and  which  is  to  t>e  found  in  the  letter 
addressed  to  &[r.  Green,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  documents  ordered  con* 
fidentially  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate.  That  di.spatch  was 
dictated  by  a  dc&irc  to  preserve  tlte  peace  of  the  two  countries  by  dcnj-ing 
to  Mexico  all  pretext  for  asstuning  a  bcUigerent  attitude  to  the  United 
States,  as  she  had  threatened  to  do,  in  the  event  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  by  the  dispatch  of  her  Government  which 
was  communicated  by  me  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its  present  ses- 
Mon,  The  messenger  is  expected  to  return  before  the  15th  of  June  next, 
but  he  may  be  detained  to  a  later  day.  The  recently  appointed  envoy 
from  the  United  States  to  Mexico  will  be  sent  so  soon  as  the  final  action 
b  had  on  the  question  of  annexation,  at  which  time,  and  not  before,  can 
bis  instructions  be  tmderstandingly  prepared.  JOHN  TYLER. 


WASniKGTON,  May  l6,  1^44. 
7h  (he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  my  message  communicating  the  treaty  with  Texas  I  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  Tcxa.s  was  not  now  annexed  it  was  probable  that  the  oppor- 
tunity of  annexing  it  lo  the  United  Stales  would  be  lost  forever.  Since 
then  the  subject  has  been  much  agitated,  and  if  an  opinion  may  be  formed 
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of  the  chief  ground  of  Ihe  opposition  to  ihc  treaty,  it  is  not  that  Texas 
ODght  not  at  some  time  or  other  to  be  annexed,  but  that  the  present  is 
not  the  proper  time.  It  betx)mes,  (hcrcforc.  important,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  and  is  alike  due  to  the  Senate  and  the  country,  that  I  should 
furnish  atiy  papers  in  my  possession  which  may  be  calculated  tu  impress 
the  Senate  with  the  corTOCtness  of  the  opiuiou  thus  expressed  by  me. 
With  this  view  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
accompanied  by  various  communicaiioua  on  the  subject.  These  com- 
munications are  from  private  sources,  and  it  is  to  !«  remarked  that  a 
resort  must  in  all  such  cases  be  had  chiefly  to  private  sources  of  informa* 
tion,  since  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  go\-eniment,  more  especially 
if  Situated  as  Texas  is,  would  be  inchned  to  develop  to  the  world  its 
nlterior  line  of  polic}'. 

Among  the  extracts  is  one  frcnn  a  letter  from  General  Houston  to  Gen* 
eral  Andrew  Jackson,  to  which  I  particularly  inx'itc  your  attention,  and 
another  from  Crcncral  Jackson  to  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability,  now 
of  this  place  Considering  that  General  Jackson  was  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion to  hold  the  freest  and  fullest  interview  with  Mr.  Miller,  the  private 
and  coJifideutial  secrctarj'  of  President  Houston,  who,  Preadent  Houston 
informed  General  Jackson,  "tuows  all  his  actions  and  understands  aU 
his  motives,"  and  who  was  authorized  to  communicate  to  General  Jack- 
son the  views  of  the  policy  entertained  by  the  President  of  Texas,  as  well 
applicable  to  tlic  present  as  the  future;  that  the  declaration  made  by 
Cenend  Jackson  in  his  letter  "  that  the  present  golden  moment  to  obtain 
Texas  must  not  be  lost,  or  Texas  might  from  necessity  be  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  England  and  be  forever  lost  to  llie  United  States,"  was  made 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  circumstances,  and  ought  to  be  received  as 
conclusive  of  what  will  be  the  course  of  Texas  should  the  preseul  treaty 
fail— rfrora  this  high  source,  sustained,  if  it  requires  to  be  sustained,  by 
the  accompanying  communications,  I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  that 
if  annexation  should  uow  fail  it  will  in  all  human  probability  fail  forever. 
Indeed,  I  have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  instructions  have  already 
been  given  by  the  Texan  Government  to  propose  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  forthwith  on  the  failure,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Wasbington,  Afay  ij,  rSf^. 
Tb  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resotntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  relating 
to  ■  stlpposed  armistice  between  the  Republics  of  Mexico  and  Tejcas,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  paiwrs  by  which  it 
was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
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Washington,  M^  jS,  1844. 
To  the  SenetU  0/ the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  rcsolmiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  agtL  ultimo,  upou  the 
subject  of  unpublished  corrcspondcucc  iu  regard  to  the  piLTchase  of  or 
title  to  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and  the 
documents  b>'  which  it  was  accompanied.  TOHX  TYLER. 

■Washington,  May  18,  /J'^., 

To  the  Heuse  ef  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

la  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepTcsetittuives  of  the  3d  of 
January  last,  rcqui^liug  the  Prcsidcul  of  the  United  States  "  to  cause  to 
be  communicated  to  that  House  copl^  of  all  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commanding  ofUcers  of  the  squadron  stipulated  by  tlie  treaty  with  Great 
BritPin  of  9th  of  August,  1842,  to  be  kept  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
si>;ipression  of  the  slave  trade,"  and  also  copies  of  the  "  instructionB  given 
!,y  i'nc  British  Government  to  their  squadron  stipulated  by  tlie  same,  tf 
such  iustructioos  have  bccu  communicated  to  this  Government,"  I  have 
to  inform  the  House  of  RepreBentati\'es  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests  to  communicate  to  that  body  at 
this  time  copies  of  the  instructions  referred  to.  TOHN  TYL£R. 

To  the  House  c/ RepresenlaH^:  WAseiNcnON.  Afay  20,  1844. 

In  comphance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hou.se  of  Represenuitivesof  the 
22d  ultimo,  I  communicate  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
embraces  the  infonnatioii  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

lb  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington.  M<.y  20.  rf«. 

I  herewith  trausmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  o(  the  Kavy,  accom- 
panied by  a  report  from  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Equipment  and 
a  commuuication  from  Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  Na\'y,  prepared  at  the 
request  of  the  Secretary,  upon  the  subject  of  a  plan  for  the  establishment 
in  connection  with  the  Gox'emment  of  France  of  a  line  of  steamers  be- 
tween thi;  ports  of  Havre  and  New  York,  with  estimates  of  the  expense 
which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  sold  plan  Into  effect. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  Afay  jj,  1844. 

Th  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

Your  resolution  of  the  iSth  instimt,  adopted  in  exeeutive  session, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ad  interim,  has  been  commu- 

'Itelalini  to  lodcnait]'  fiom  Denmark  Toi  tIir««*Uip«UidOKttcaJKCca*cii(  br  Coaunodoic  Jobs 
Paul  JoiKi  ID  i>T«  u  pricca  inla  Bercca.  d-Bit  (ticte  ■uttrndnnl  by  ordct  o(  Uic  I>ka>«b  KiB^lslbc 
BhlUh  niiBiUcr.  1«  ab«dl«Bct  to  the  dcna&d  of  tbat  mlaiwar. 
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nicatcd  lo  me  by  tbat  officer.  While  I  caa  not  recoEniKe  tliis  call  Uius 
made  ou  the  head  of  a  Department  as  consistent  with  the  constJtutioaal 
rights  of  the  Senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capacity,  which  in  such 
case  can  only  properly  hold  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nevertheless,  frocn  an  anxious  desire  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ale  all  such  infonuation  as  may  be  necessarj'  lo  enable  it  with  full  mider- 
standing  to  act  upon  any  subject  which  may  be  before  it.  1  herewith 
transmit  communications*  which  have  been  made  to  mc  by  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  War  and  Navy  Departmeats,  in  full  answer  to  the  resolution 
ci  the  Senate.  JOHN  TYLER. 

WASHiNfiTOM  City,  D.  C,  May  34,  JS44. 
To  fhf  House  of  RtprejtntaHv<s  of  tU  UntUd  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  reportt  fiom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  i8tb 
of  January  last.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  May  jr,  1S44. 
To  ihf  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  ansner  to  the  resolutiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant,  request- 
ing information  in  regard  to  any  promise  by  the  President  of  military  or 
other  aid  to  Texas  in  the  e\'ent  of  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  that 
Republic  to  annex  heiTtelf  to  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

In  my  message  to  the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  this  month  I  adverted  to 
the  duty  which,  in  my  judj^ent,  the  signature  of  the  treaty  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas  had  imposed  upon  mc,  to  repel  any  invasion  of  that 
country  by  a  foreign  power  while  the  treaty  was  under  consideration  by 
the  Senate,  and  I  transmitted  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
of  the  Navj',  with  a  copy  of  the  orders  which  had  been  issued  from  those 
DepciTtments  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  execute  tliat  duty.  In 
those  orders  General  Taylor  wasdirected  tocommunicatc  directly  with  the 
President  of  Texas  upon  the  subject,  and  Captain  Conner  was  instructed 
to  conununicate  with  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  accred- 
ited to  that  Government.  No  copy  of  any  cominuuioation  which  either 
of  those  officers  may  ha\'e  made  pursuant  to  those  orders  has  yet  been 
reodved  at  the  Departments  from  which  they  emanated. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

•  RdatltiK  to  nioii«7  <lnvn  from  th«  Trwury  t»  carry  Inlo  rfTKi  «ti1m  of  lh«  War  ind  Naty 
I>rpiiTtinmU  Tni.dr  since  April  13:  1^.  lor  dalioalus  trnopa  or  Increaftltig  the  roillUry  forea 
apon  Ihr  rronlien  of  Taai  and  the  Oulf  ol  Maxloo  aDd  (or  pladoK  •  naval  forc«  In  tbc  Gulf  at 
Ucxknctc 

t  TtaiidmitiiiiE  >l«t  of  tmaon*  nniiloyod  bf  tbe  Ifatr  Depattmeol  wilbsut  tapvta*  auUiortty  of 
law  (ron  Uardi  4.  ilJ?.  1«  January  >•.  i>44.  Cle. 
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'Washington,  June  i,  TS44. 


To  the  Senate  0/  the  Untied  Stales.- 

I  traosmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  ajtli  of 
August,  1839.  addressed  by  Mr.  Van  Bureii.  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 
Poiusett.  envoy  extraordiiiary  and  minister  pleaipoteiiljary  of  the  United 
States  to  Mexico,  which  letter  contains,  il  is  presumed,  the  instructions 
a  copy  of  whidi  was  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  zStb 
ultimo  m  executive  sesaiou.  lOUN  TYLER. 


WASHiNGtos,  June  j,  TS44. 
Tc  the  Senate  0/ tie  United  StaUs: 

In  ans\\'cr  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Sth  ultimo,  upon  the 
subject  of  a  "private  letter  "  quoted  iti  the  instruction  from  the  late  Mr. 
Upshur  to  the  chargi  d'aSaircs  of  the  United  States  in  Texas,  dated  the 
8th  of  August  last,  I  transtnit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  tohx  TVLEB. 


Washington, /wn«  f,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  amwer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday  in  executive  st 
Mon,  requesting  a  copy  of  a  note  supposed  to  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  by  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
accredited  to  *his  Govcmmait.  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 


State,  to  whom  the  re^ioLutioa  was  referred. 


JOHN  TYI^R. 


Washimgton, /k«  s.  ^844.^ 
To  the  Smale  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  reference  to  previous  Execu- 
tive communications  to  that  body  relating  to  the  same  subjtxrt.  the  copy 
of  B  letter*  recently  received  at  the  Departmeut  of  State  from  the  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  in  London.  TOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  June  7,  2S44}' 
To  the  House  of  RepreseniaHves  of  ike  United  Stales: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Houae  of  Representatives  the  copy  of  a 
letter  recently  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  British  minis- 
ter at  Washington,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  "whether  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  this  Government  that  an  nrmngement  should  be  concluded 
for  the  transmission  through  the  Ltnited  States  of  the  mails  to  and  from 

*  Selallna  la  Ibc  uotr  ot  ■nauAUon  wltb  Tcui. 
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Canada  and  Hngleitd,  whirh  are  now  landed  at  Halifax  and  ihenee  for- 
warded through  the  British  dominions  to  their  destination." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  commnnication  has  been  refcircd  to 
the  Postmaster-General,  and  his  opinion  respecting  the  proposition  will 
accordingly  be  fotind  in  his  letter  to  the  DcpanmeDt  of  State  of  the  stb 
Instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  I  lose  no  time  in  recommending 
the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House  and  in  bespeak- 
ing  for  it  early  attention.  ^^^^  TYI,ER. 

To  the  Home  of  Representatives:  Wash.kc.tok.  June  S,  iS^f. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  i9th  of  April  last.  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report*  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  embraces  the  infonoation  called  for  by  that 
resolutioii.  jq^jj  TYLER. 

Washikgton,  June  10,  1644. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  treaty  negotiated  by  the  Executive  with  the  Repubb'c  of  Texas, 
without  a  departure  from  any  form  of  proceeding  customarily  observed 
in  tlie  negotiations  of  treaties  for  the  annexation  of  that  Republic  to  the 
United  States,  having  been  rejected  by  the  Scna.tc,  and  the  subject  hav- 
ing excited  on  the  part  of  the  people  no  ordinary  degree  of  interest,  I 
leel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  commumcatc.  for  your  cousideratJou,  the  rejected 
treaty,  together  with  all  the  correspondence  and  documents  which  have 
heretofore  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  its  executive  sessions.  The 
papers  communicated  embrace  not  only  the  series  already  made  public  by 
tnders  of  the  Senate,  but  others  from  which  the  veil  of  secrecy  has  not 
been  removed  by  that  body,  but  which  I  deem  to  be  essential  to  a  just 
appreciatioti  of  the  entire  question.  While  the  treaty  'n'as  pending  before 
the  Senate  I  did  not  consider  it  compatible  with  the  just  rights  of  that 
body  or  con^slenl  with  the  respect  entertained  for  it  to  bring  this 
important  subject  before  >-ou.  The  power  of  Congress  is,  however,  fully 
competent  in  some  other  form  of  proceeding  to  accomplish  everything 
that  a  formal  ratification  of  the  treaty  could  have  accomplished,  and  I 
therefore  feel  that  I  should  but  imperfectly  discharge  my  duty  to  your- 
selves or  the  country  if  I  failed  to  by  before  you  everything  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Rxecutive  which  would  enable  you  to  act  with  full  light  on 
the  subject  if  you  should  deem  it  proper  to  take  any  action  upon  it. 

I  regard  the  question  involved  in  these  proceedings  as  one  of  vast 
magnitude  and  as  addressing  itself  to  interests  of  an  elevated  and  endur- 
ing character.     A  Republic  coterminous  in  territory  with  our  own,  of 

*TraD«ni1tin(  coTr»p4D<]«icc  from  I^I'^  to  i!t>a.  inclusive,  bdvrMn  fnilcd  States  minUtCfB  to 
SpwD  »aA  tbc  DcpArlfDCDt  -of  Stale,  bet  itc<  b  tho*c  niiniAlrra  and  Rpaniiih  KcorvtftHM  fvf  ibir,  aad 
b«tw««a  the  Depaitnent  oT  Stal«  and  tk«  SpaaUb  ninl*(«n  anftdited  ta  the  Uniud  StatM. 
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immense  resources,  which  require  only  to  be  brought  under  the  induence 
of  our  confederate  and  free  system  in  order  to  be  fully  dc^-elopcd,  prom- 
ising at  no  distant  day.  through  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  ueaily.  if  ttot 
entirely,  to  duplicate  the  exports  of  the  country,  thereby  making  an 
addition  to  the  carrying  trade  to  an  amount  almost  incalculable  and  giv- 
ing a  ne\v  impulse  of  imnieuse  importauce  to  the  commercial,  mauufac- 
turing,  agricultural,  and  shipping  interests  of  the  Union,  and  at  the  same 
time  affording  ■protection  to  an  exposed  frontier  and  plactng  the  whole 
country  in  a  condition  of  secnrity  and  repose;  a  terTitor>-  settled  mostly 
by  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  who  n-ould  bring  hack  nith  them 
in  the  act  of  rcassodation  an  unconquerable  love  of  freedom  and  an  ardent 
attachment  to  our  free  institutions — such  a  question  could  not  fail  to 
interest  most  deeply  in  its  success  those  who  under  the  Constitution 
have  become  responsible  for  the  faithful  administration  of  public  affairs. 
I  have  regarded  it  as  not  a  little  fortunate  that  the  question  involved 
was  no  way  sectional  or  local,  but  addressed  itself  to  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  country  and  made  its  appeal  to  the  glory  of  the  Ameri- 
can name. 

It  is  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  that  1  have  carefully  reconsidered  the 
objections  which  have  been  urged  to  immediate  action  upon  the  subject 
without  iu  any  degree  ha\'ing  been  struck  by  their  force.  It  has  been 
objected  that  the  measure  uf  annexation  should  be  preceded  by  the  con* 
sent  of  Mexico.  To  preser\'e  the  most  friendly  relation.s  with  Mexico;  to 
concede  to  her.  not  grudgingly,  but  freely,  all  her  rights;  to  negotiate 
fairly  and  franklynith  her  as  to  the  question  of  boundary-;  to  render  ber, 
in  a  word,  the  fullest  and  most  ample  recompense  for  any  \os&  she  might 
convince  us  she  had  sustained,  fully  accords  vrith  the  feelings  and  news 
the  Executive  has  alwa>-s  entertained. 

But  negotiation  in  advance  of  annexation  would  prove  not  only  abor- 
tiw,  but  might  be  regarded  as  ofTeuave  to  Mexico  and  insulting  to 
Texas.  Mexico  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  give  ear  for  a  moment  to  an 
attempt  at  negotiation  in  advance  except  for  the  whole  territory  erf 
Texas.  While  all  the  world  beside  regards  Texas  as  an  independent 
power,  Mexico  chooses  to  look  upon  her  as  a  revolted  provTucc.  Nor 
could  we  negotiate  with  Mexico  for  Texas  without  admitting  that  our 
recognition  of  her  independence  was  fraudulent,  delusive,  or  void.  It 
is  only  after  acquiring  Texas  that  the  question  of  bouudarj'  can  arise 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico — a  question  purposely  left  open 
for  negotiation  with  Mexico  as  affording  the  best  opportunity  for  the 
most  friendly  and  pacific  arraugeiuents.  The  Executive  has  dealt  with 
Texas  as  a  power  independent  of  all  others,  both  de  faelo  and  Je  jure. 
She  WHS  an  independent  State  of  the  Confederation  of  Mexican  Repub- 
lics. When  by  violent  revolution  Mexico  declared  the  Confederation  at  an 
end.  Texas  owed  her  no  longer  allegiance,  but  ckimedandhas  maintained 
the  right  for  eight  years  to  a  separate  and  distinct  position.     During 
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that  period  no  army  has  invaded  her  with  avtewloherreconquest;  and 
if  she  has  not  yet  establuihed  her  jight  to  W  treated  as  a  nation  inde- 
pendent de  facto  and  de  jure,  it  would  be  di^cult  to  say  at  what  period 
she  wiU  attain  to  that  condition. 

Nor  can  we  by  any  fair  or  any  legitimate  inference  be  accased  of  vio- 
lating auy  treaty  stipulations  with  Mexico.  The  tn  atits  with  Mexico 
give  no  guaranty  of  any  sort  and  are  coexistent  with  a  similar  treaty 
with  Texas.  So  have  wc  treaties  with  most  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
whicli  are  equally  as  much  %-iolatcd  by  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  States  as  would  be  our  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  treaty  is  merely 
ootmnerdal  and  intended  as  the  iustnim^nt  for  more  accurately  defining 
the  rights  and  securing  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  each  country. 
What  bad  faith  can  be  implied  or  charged  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  snccessfnUy  negotiating  with  an  independent  power 
npon  any  subject  not  i-iolating  the  stipulations  of  such  treaty  I  coofesa 
my  inability  to  disccm. 

The  objections  which  have  been  taken  to  the  enlargement  of  our  teirl- 
tory  were  urged  with  much  zeal  against  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and 
yet  the  futility  of  such  bos  long  since  been  fully  demonstrated.  Since 
that  period  a  new  power  has  been  introduced  into  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
which  has  for  all  practical  purposes  brought  Texas  much  nearer  to  the 
seat  of  Government  than  Louisiana  was  at  the  time  of  its  annexation. 
Distant  regions  are  by  the  application  of  the  steam  engine  brought 
within  a  close  i>roximity. 

W'ith  the  views  which  I  entertain  on  the  subject,  I  should  prove  faith- 
less to  the  high  trust  which  the  Constitution  has  devolved  upon  me  if  I 
neglected  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  it 
at  the  earliest  nioraeut  that  a  due  respect  for  the  Senate  would  allow  me 
M  todo.  I  should  find  in  the  urgency  of  the  matter  a  sufficient  apology, 
if  one  was  wautiug,  since  annexation  is  to  encounter  a  great,  if  not  certain, 
hazard  of  final  defeat  if  something  be  not  ntm/  done  to  pre^-ent  it  Upon 
this  point  I  can  not  too  impressively  invite  your  attention  to  my  message 
of  the  :6th  of  May  and  to  the  documents  which  accompany  it,  which 
have  not  heretofore  been  made  pubUc.  If  it  bu  objected  that  the  names 
of  the  writers  of  some  of  the  pri\'ate  letters  are  withheld,  all  that  I  can 
say  is  that  it  is  done  for  reasons  regarded  as  altogether  adequate,  and  that 
the  writers  are  persons  of  the  first  respectability  and  citizens  of  Texas, 
and  have  such  means  of  obtaining  informattou  as  to  entitle  their  state- 
ments to  full  credit.  Nor  has  anythiaK  occtured  to  weaken,  but,  on  the 
contrar>',  much  to  confirm,  my  confidence  in  the  statements  of  General 
Jackson,  and  my  own  statement,  made  nt  the  dose  of  that  message,  in  the 
belief,  amounting  almost  to  certainty,  "that  itistructions  have  already 
been  %\wa  by  the  Texan  Government  to  propose  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  forthwith  on  the  failure  [of  the  treaty],  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive." 
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I  also  particularly  invite  sronr  attention  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Everett, 

our  envoy  at  Lortdon,  containing  an  account  of  a  conversation  in  the 
House  of  Lords  which  lately  occurred  hctwccn  Lord  Brougham  and  Lord 
Aberdeen  in  relation  to  the  question  of  aanexatioa.  Nor  con  I  do  so 
without  the  expression  of  some  surprise  at  the  language  of  the  minis- 
ter of  foreign  affeirs  employed  upon  the  occasion.  That  a  Kiagdom 
which  is  made  wliat  it  now  is  by  repeated  acts  of  annexation — beginning 
witli  tlie  time  of  the  heptarchy  and  concluding  with  the  annexation  of 
the  Kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  Scotland — should  perceive  any  principle 
either  novel  or  serious  in  the  late  proccredlugs  of  Uie  American  Executive 
in  regard  to  Texas  is  well  calculated  to  excite  surprise.  If  it  be  pre- 
tended that  l)ecnuse  of  comiiiercial  or  political  relations  which  niny  exist 
between  the  two  countries  neither  has  a  right  to  part  with  its  saves- 
eignty,  and  that  no  third  power  can  change  those  relations  by  a  volun< 
tary  treaty  of  union  or  annexation,  then  it  would  seem  lo  follow  that  an 
annexation  to  be  achieved  by  force  of  anus  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just 
and  ncccssar>-  war  could  in  no  way  be  justiScd;  and  yet  it  is  presumed 
that  Great  Britain  would  be  the  last  nation  in  the  world  to  maintain  any 
such  doctrine.  The  commercial  and  political  relations  of  many  of  the 
countries  of  Europe  have  undergone  repeated  changes  by  voluntary  trea- 
ties, by  conquest,  and  by  partitions  of  their  territories  without  any  <jues- 
tion  as  to  the  right  under  the  public  law.  The  question,  in  this  \'iew  of 
it,  can  be  considered  as  neither  "serious"  nor  "novel.'*  I  will  not  per- 
mit m>'5elf  to  believe  that  the  British  minister  designed  to  briug  Iiimsclf 
to  any  such  conclusion ,  but  it  is  impossible  for  U5  to  be  blind  to  the  fact 
that  the  statements  contained  in  Mr,  Everett's  dispatch  are  well  worthy 
of  serious  consideration.  The  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  have  never  e\-inced  nor  do  they  feel  any  desire  to  interfere  in 
public  questions  not  affecting  the  relations  existing  between  the  States 
of  the  American  continent.  We  leave  the  European  powers  exclusive 
control  over  matters  affecting  their  continent  and  the  relations  of  their 
different  States;  the  United  States  claim  a  similar  exemption  from  any 
such  interference  on  their  part.  The  treaty  with  Texas  was  negotiated 
from  considerations  of  high  public  policy,  influencing  the  conduct  of 
the  two  RcpubUcs.  We  have  treated  with  Texas  as  an  independent 
power  solely  i,vith  a  view  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  two  countries. 
If  annexation  in  any  form  occur,  it  ■w-ill  arise  from  the  free  and  unfet- 
tered action  of  the  people  of  the  two  countries:  and  it  seems  altc^etlier 
becoming  in  me  to  say  tliat  the  honor  of  the  country,  the  dignity  of  the 
American  name,  and  the  pennanent  interests  of  the  United  States  would 
forbid  acquiescence  in  any  such  interference.  No  one  can  more  highly 
appreciate  the  value  of  peace  to  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
and  the  capacity  of  each  to  do  injury  to  the  other  than  myself,  but  peace 
can  best  be  preserved  by  maintaining  firmly  the  rights  which  belong  to 
us  as  an  independent  community. 
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So  much  have  I  conddered  it  proper  for  me  to  say;  and  it  becomes 
lue  only  to  add  that  while  I  have  regarded  the  annexation  to  be  accom- 
plished by  treaty  as  the  most  suitable  form  in  which  it  could  be  effected, 
should  Congress  deem  it  proper  to  resort  to  any  other  expedient  couipati* 
ble  ^'ith  the  Constitutioa  and  likely  to  accomplish  the  object  I  stand 
prepared  to  jTeld  my  most  prompt  and  active  cooperation. 

The  great  question  is  not  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  done, 
but  whether  it  shall  be  accomplished  or  not. 

The  rcspou^bility  of  deciding  thih  question  is  now  devolved  upon  you, 

JOHN  TYI^R. 

Wasbzngtom,  June  10,  rSff. 
To  the  SUnafe  0/ the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  o(  the  Senate  of  the  7th  instant,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  supposed  employment  of  Mr.  Duff  Green  in  Europe 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whtun  the  resolution  was  referred 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  12, 18^4. 
To  the  Senate  of  ikf  United  Staits: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant, 
calling  for  n  correspondence*  between  the  late  minister  of  the  United 
Slates  in  Mexico  and  the  ciiuister  for  foreign  affairs  of  that  Republic, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  docvmients  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  TOHN  TYLER 


To  the  Senate  c/  the  United  States.-  WASKmoTON.  June,  1844. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  requesting  the  President 
to  lay  before  that  Ixxly,  confidentially,  '  *  a  copy  <3f  any  instruction.^  which 
may  have  been  given  by  the  Executive  to  the  American  minister  in 
England  on  the  subject  of  thetitle  to  and  occupalion  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  ^ince  the  4th  of  March,  184 1 ;  also  a  copy  of  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  passed  between  this  Government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  relation  to  the  subject  since  that  time,"  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I  lia^-e  to  state  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  subject-matter 
to  which  the  resolution  refers  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  conimtmicate 
the  information  requested  by  the  Senate.  JOHN  TYLER 

'On  llie  enbifd  ot  mn  order  iMutd  by  the  U«siaui  Covemment  rxtwilins  aU  nalivF*  or  the 
Unilet  SUts  Irani  L*pp«r  CalKoraia  onA  oibcr  Icpanmenu  ol  tbc  Mcilom  KcpuUic  oiul  ol 
the  i>nler  problbltlni  (ordaucrs  iht  tuivilcxc  of  (he  i«UU  ttmde  la  Ueilox 
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Washington, /leitf  rs,  r84 
To  the  Hmise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  In  answer  to  thdr 
resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  witt 
the  correspcmdencc*  therein  referred  to.  JOHN  TYt£R, 

Washinotos,  fune  77, 1844. 
The  Pbbsidbnt  op  the  Sknatr: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretar>'  of  State,  in  answer  toa 
resolution  of  the  1 3th  instant.  Although  the  contingent  fund  for  foreign 
intercourse  has  for  all  time  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President, 
to  be  expended  for  the  purpogcs  contemplated  by  the  fund  without  any 
rec|uisition  upon  him  for  a  disclosure  of  the  names  of  persons  employed 
by  him,  the  objects  of  thdr  employment,  or  the  amount  paid  to  any  par- 
ticular person,  and  although  any  such  disclosures  might  in  many  cases 
disappoint  the  objects  cnnteraplated  by  the  appropriation  of  that  fund, 
yet  in  this  particular  instance  I  feel  no  desire  to  withhold  the  fact  that 
Mr.  thiff  Green  was  employed  by  the  Executj\'e  to  collect  such  informa- 
tiou,  from  private  or  other  sources,  as  was  deemed  important  to  assia 
the  Executive  in  undertaking  a  negotiation  then  contemplated,  but  after 
wards  abandoned,  upon  an  important  subject,  and  that  there  was  paid  tti 
him  through  the  bands  of  the  Secretary  of  State  $1,000,  iu  full  for  all 
such  service.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  Mr.  Green  afterwardi  presented 
a  claim  for  an  additional  allowance,  which  has  been  neither  allowed  nor 
recognized  as  correct  jqjjj^  TYLER. 


7h  the  SemUe:  Washington,  fune  r?.  '844} 

I  have  learned  that  the  Senate  has  laid  on  the  taUe  the  uominatioa. 
heretofore  made,  of  Reuben  H.  Walworth  to  be  an  associate  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  place  of  Smith  Thotnpson,  dtceased.  I  am 
informed  that  a  large  amount  of  business  has  accumulated  in  the  second 
district,  and  that  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  judpe  for  that  circuit 
is  essential  to  the  administration  of  justice.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  withdraw  the  name  of  Mr.  Walworth,  whose  appoint- 
ment the  Senate  by  their  action  seems  not  iiuw  prepared  to  confirm,  in  the 
hope  that  another  name  uiny  be  more  acceptable. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  Senate  heretofore  declined  to  advise 
and  con-sent  to  the  nomination  of  John  C  Spencer  have  so  far  changed 
as  to  justify  me  iu  my  again  submitting  li'S  name  to  their  consideration. 

I  therefore  norainatc  John  C.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  to  be  appointed  an 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  *m  the  place  of  Smith  Thompson. 

**^***'®^-  JOHN  TYLER. 

'Willi  Crai  BtitaiD  rdniivc  is  tlic  itnue<  nMlcd  by  iImI  Uanramnl  oa  4««i|Ii  rice  upgtUd 
tram  the  Csited  SUU*.  vautiur  M  lb*  Uoljr  «i  liij. 


John  Tylet 
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WASHrxGTOK.  Deeembty  rS.  iS^s. 
To  tht  /ftmsf  of  RepreseniaHves: 

I  received  within  a  few  boors  of  the  adjoununcnt  of  tbe  last  Congrests 
a  resolution  •'directing  paj-ment  of  tlie  certificates  or  awartls  issued  by 
the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians."  Its 
provisions  involved  principles  of  great  importance,  in  refereoce  to  which 
it  required  more  time  to  obtain  the  necessary  inEormation  than  was 
allowed. 

The  balance  of  the  fund  provided  by  Congress  for  satisfying  claims 
under  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty,  referred  to  in  the 
resolution,  is  wholly  insufficient  to  meet  the  claims  still  pending.  To 
direct  the  payment,  therefore,  of  the  whole  amount  of  those  claims  which 
happened  to  be  first  adjudicated  would  prevent  a  ratable  distribution  of 
the  fund  among  those  equally  entitled  to  its  benefits.  Such  a  violation 
of  the  individual  rights  of  the  claimants  would  impose  upon  the  Govem- 
meot  the  obligation  of  making  further  appropriations  to  indemnify  them, 
and  thus  Congress  would  be  obhged  to  enlarge  a  provision,  liberal  and 
equitable,  which  it  liad  made  for  the  satisfaction  of  nil  the  demands  of 
the  Cherokees.  I  was  unwilliug  to  sauctiou  a  measure  which  wotdd  thus 
indirectly  m'crtum  the  adju.stmcnt  of  our  difFcrcnccs  with  the  Cherokees, 
accomplished  with  so  much  difficulty,  and  to  which  time  is  recondling 
those  Indians. 

If  DO  such  indemnity  should  be  provided,  then  a  palpable  and  very 
gross  wrong  would  be  inflicted  upon  the  claimants  who  had  not  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  thdr  claims  taken  up  in  preference  to  others. 
Beside.s,  the  fund  having  l»een  appropriated  by  taw  to  a  specific  purpose, 
in  fulfiUnient  of  the  treaty,  it  belongs  to  the  Cherokees.  and  the  authority 
of  this  Go\'cnimcnt  to  direct  its  application  to  porticalar  claims  is  more 
than  questionable. 

The  direction  in  the  joint  resolution,  therefore,  to  pay  the  awards  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  amount  of  $ioo.aoo  seemed  to  mc  quite  objec- 
tionable, and  could  not  be  approved. 

The  further  direction  that  the  certificates  required  to  be  issued  by  the 
treaty,  and  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  board  heretofore,  shall 
be  proper  and  stifBcient  vouchers,  upon  which  payments  shall  be  made  at 
the  Treasury,  is  a  departure  from  the  system  established  soon  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Coustilutiou  aud  maintained  ever  since.  That  system 
requires  that  payments  tmdcr  the  authority  of  any  Department  shall 
be  made  upon  its  requisition,  countersigned  by  the  proper  Atiditor  and 
Comptroller.  The  greatest  irregularity  would  ensue  from  the  mode  of 
payment  prescribed  by  the  resolution. 
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I  have  deemed  it  r<»pecUuI  and  proper  to  lay  before  the  Hotise  of 
Representatives  these  reasons  for  haxiag  withlield  my  approval  of  the 
abo%-e-tnentioued  joiut  resolatlou.  TOIiX  TYLHR. 


Washingtok.  June  //,  1^4. 
T»  iMf  Houif  ^  Rtprtsentatives  of  the  United  Statts: 

I  TCtarn  to  the  House  of  Represeatatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain harbors  and  rivers."  with  the  following  objections  to  its  becoming 
a  law: 

At  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  each  Sute  vas  possessed  of  a  sepa* 
rate  and  independent  so\-ereignty  and  an  exdusi\'e  jurisdiction  over  all 
streams  and  water  courses  within  its  territorial  limits.  The  vVrticlcs  of 
Confederation  in  110  way  affected  this  authority  or  jurisdiction,  and  the 
present  Constitution,  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  defects 
which  existed  in  the  original  Articles,  expressly  reser\'e3  to  the  States  all 
powers  not  delegated.  No  such  surrender  of  jurisdiction  is  made  by  the 
States  to  this  Government  by  any  express  grant,  and  if  it  Is  possessed  it 
is  to  be  deduced  from  the  clause  in  the  Constitution- which  iuvests  Con- 
gress with  authority  ' '  to  make  all  laws  which  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution"  the  granted  powers.  Tlitre  is,  in  my  \-iew  of 
the  subject,  no  pretense  whatever  for  the  claim  to  power  which  the  bill 
now  returned  substantially  sets  up.  The  infereDttal  pov/er,  in  order  to  be 
legitimate,  must  be  clearly  nnd  plainly  incidental  to  some  granted  [xnver 
and  nccesaary  to  its  exercise.  To  refer  it  to  the  head  of  con\ienicQce 
or  tiseCnloess  would  be  to  throw  open  the  door  to  a  boundless  and  unlim- 
ited discretion  and  to  invest  Congress  with  an  unrestrained  authority. 
The  power  to  remo\'e  obstructions  from  the  water  courses  of  the  States 
is  claimed  under  the  granted  power  "to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations.  am<mg  Ifie  several  Stales,  and  witb  the  Indian  tribes;"  but  the 
plaiu  and  obi,-ious  meaning  of  this  grant  is  that  Congress  may  adopt 
rules  and  regulations  prescribing  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  may  carry  on  commercial  operations  with 
foreign  states  or  kingdoms,  and  on  which  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  for- 
eign states  or  kingdoms  may  prosecute  trade  with  the  United  Stales  or 
eiOier  of  them.  And  so  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  iht 
several  StaUs  no  more  invests  Congress  with  jurisdiclion  over  the  water 
courses  of  the  States  than  the  first  branch  of  the  grant  does  over  the 
water  courses  of  foreign  powers,  which  would  be  au  absurdity. 

The  right  of  common  use  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the 
navigable  waters  of  each  and  every  State  arises  from  the  express  stipu- 
lation contained  in  the  Constitution  that ' '  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  tlie  several 
States."  While,  therefore,  the  navigation  of  any  river  in  any  State 
is  by  the  laws  of  such  State  allowed  to  the  citizens  thereof,  the  same  Is 
also  secured  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  terms 
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and  cooditions  to  the  citii'.ens  of  every  other  State;  atui  so  of  any  otlifif 
privilege  or  immtinity. 

Tlie  application  of  the  revenue  of  this  Govemniem,  if  the  power  to  do 
so  was  adrailtcd.  tn  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  by  removiag 
obstructions  or  otlicrwiac  would  be  for  the  most  part  productive  only  of 
local  benefit.  The  consequences  might  prove  disastrously  ruinous  to  as 
msiny  of  our  fellow -citizens  as  the  exercise  of  such  power  would  benefit. 
I  will  take  one  instance  fumisbed  by  the  present  bill — out  of  no  invidi- 
ous feeling,  for  Guch  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  feel,  but  because  of 
my  greater  familiarity  with  locations — in  illustration  of  the  above  opinkm; 
Twenty  thouwnd  dollars  are  proposed  to  lie  appropriated  toward  improv* 
ing  the  harbor  of  Richmoud,  in  the  State  o£  Virginia.  Such  improvement 
would  furnish  advantages  to  the  city  of  Richmond  and  add  to  the  value  of 
the  properly  of  its  citizens,  while  it  might  have  a  most  disastrous  in6ueuce 
over  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  Petersburg,  which  is  situated  some  25 
miles  distant  on  a  branch  of  James  River,  and  which  now  enjoys  its  fair 
portion  of  the  trade.  So,  too,  the  improvement  of  Janie^  River  to  Rich- 
mond and  of  the  Appomattox  to  Petersburg  might,  by  inWUng  the  trade 
to  those  two  towns,  ha^t  the  effect  of  prostrating  the  town  of  Norfolk. 
This,  too,  might  be  accomplislicd  without  adding  a  single  vessel  to  the 
ntimber  uow  engaged  in  the  trade  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  or  Winging 
into  the  Treasury  a  dollar  of  additional  re%'enue.  It  would  i^roduce,  most 
probably,  the  single  effect  of  concentrating  the  commerce  now  profitably 
cnjoj-ed  b>'  three  places  upon  one  of  them.  This  case  fumiahes  an  apt 
illustration  of  the  effect  of  this  bill  in  se\'eral  other  particulars. 

There  can  not,  in  fact,  be  drawn  the  slightest  discrimination  lietween 
the  imprming  the  stre-iras  of  a  State  under  the  power  to  regtilate  com- 
merce and  the  mo»t  extended  system  of  internal  improvements  on  land. 
The  excavating  a  canal  and  paving  a  road  arc  equally  as  much  incidents 
to  such  claim  of  power  as  the  remtnnng  obstructions  from  water  courses; 
nor  can  such  power  be  restricte<l  by  any  fair  course  of  reasoning  to  the 
mere  fact  of  making  the  improvement.  It  reasonably  extends  also  to 
the  right  of  seeking  a  return  of  the  means  expended  through  the  exaction 
of  tolls  and  the  levying  of  contributions.  Thus,  while  the  Constitution 
denies  to  this  GOTcmmcnt  the  privilege  of  acqtiiring  a  property  in  the 
soil  of  any  State,  ev-en  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  necessary'  fortifica- 
tion, without  a  grant  from  such  State,  this  claim  to  power  would  invest  it 
«-ith  control  and  dominion  over  the  waters  and  soil  of  each  State  without 
restriction.    Power  so  incongruous  can  not  exist  in  the  same  instrument 

The  bill  is  also  liable  to  a  serious  objection  because  of  its  blending 
appropriations  for  numerous  objects  but  few  of  which  agree  in  their 
general  features.  This  necessarily  produces  the  effect  of  embarrassing 
Executi^'c  action.  Some  of  the  appropriations  n-cruld  receive  my  sanction 
if  separated  from  the  rest,  howe-\'cr  much  I  raiEht  deplore  the  reproduc- 
tion of  a  system  which  for  some  time  past  has  been  permitted  to  sleep 
with  apparently  the  acquiescence  of  the  country.  I  might  jiarticulBrlze 
the  Delaware  Breakwater  as  an  improvement  which  looks  to  the  security 
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from  the  stonos  of  our  extCDded  Atlantic  eeftboard  of  the  vessels  of  all  th« 
counn^'  engaged  either  in  the  foreign  or  the  coastwse  trade,  as  \tcI1  as  to 
the  safety  of  the  revenue;  but  when,  in  connection  with  that,  the  same 
bill  embraces  improvements  of  rivers  at  points  far  in  the  interior,  oon- 
nected  alone  witli  the  trade  of  such  river  and  the  exertion  of  mere  local 
inOuences,  no  alternative  is  left  me  but  to  use  the  qualiiied  veto  with 
which  the  Kxccutivc  is  invested  by  the  Constitutioa,  and  to  return  the 
bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated  for  its  ultimate  recoosideratiott 
and  decision.  fl 

In  sanctioning  a  bill  of  the  same  title  with  that  returned,  for  the" 
Improvement  of  the  Mis^ssippi  and  its  chief  tributaries  and  certain 
harbor*  on  the  Lakes,  if  I  bring  myself  apparently  in  conflict  with  any 
of  the  principle*  herein  asserted  it  will  arise  on  my  part  exclusively  from 
the  want  of  a  just  appreciation  of  localities.  The  Mississipjn  occnpiea 
a  footing  altogether  different  from  the  rivers  and  water  courses  of  the 
different  States.  No  one  State  or  any  number  of  States  can  exercise 
any  other  jurisdiction  over  it  than  for  the  punislimeut  of  crimes  and  the 
service  of  civil  process.  It  belongs  to  no  particular  State  or  States,  bnt 
of  common  right,  hy  express  reservation,  to  all  the  States.  It  is  reserved 
as  a  great  common  highway  for  the  commerce  of  the  wbole  country.  To 
have  conceded  to  I/>uisiana,  or  to  any  other  State  admitted  as  a  iienrfl 
State  into  the  Union,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction,  and  consequently  the" 
right  to  make  improvements  and  to  levy  tolls  on  the  segments  of  the  river 
embraced  within  its  territorial  limits,  Avould  have  been  to  have  disap- 
pointed the  diicf  object  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  which  was  to  secure 
the  free  use  of  the  MissisMppi  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Whether  leiries  on  commerce  were  made  by  a  foreign  or  domestic  gov- 
ernment would  have  been  equally  burdensome  and  objectionable.  The 
United  States,  therefore,  is  charged  with  its  improvement  for  the  benefit 
of  all,  and  the  appropriation  of  governmental  means  to  its  improvement 
becomes  indispensably  necessary  for  the  good  of  all. 

As  to  the  harbors  on  the  Lakes,  the  act  oHginates  no  new  improve- 
ments, but  makes  appropriations  for  the  continuance  of  works  already 
begun. 

It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  construct  good  harbors,  I 
without  reference  to  the  location  or  interests  of  cities,  for  the  shelter  of 
the  extcnsi\'e  commerce  of  the  Lakes  as  to  build  breakwaters  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  that  ocean.    These  great 
inland  seas  are  \'isited  by  destructi\'e  storms,  and  the  aimual  loss  of  fl 
ships  and  cargoes,  and  consequently  of  revenue  to  the  Government,  is  B 
immense.      If.  then,  there  be  any  work  embraced  by  that  act  which 
is  not  required  iu  order  to  afford  shelter  and  security  to  the  shippli^ 
against  the  tempests  which  so  often  sweep  over  those  great  inland  seas, 
but  has,  on  the  contrary,  originated  more  in  a  (tpirit  of  speculation 
and  local  interest  than  in  one  of  the  character  alluded  to,  the  House  of. 


IHTBRNAL  IMPSOVEHENTS— BRIDGES 

The  questioD  of  appropriBting  money  out  of  the  Federsl  Treasuiy  to  be 
used  ia  improTing  roads,  building  bridges,  digging  canals  and  deepening 
streams  in  the  States  is  no  longer  a  political  issue.  The  article  "Internal 
Improvements "  in  the  Encyclopedic  Index,  relates  how  prominent  an 
issue  it  used  to  be  in  the  days  before  the  Civil  War.  In  our  day  the  annual 
Rivers  and  Harbors  Bill  covering  the  matter  is  voted  through  with  little  or  no 
discussioiu  Under  the  authority  of  Congress  some  notable  works  of  public 
improrement  have  been  performed  by  the  engineers  of  the  army  in  recent 
years.  These  tashs  include  the  irrigation  and  reclamation  projects  in  the 
West,  the  constant  curbing  of  the  unruly  Mississippi,  the  construction  of 
breakwaters  in  harbors  of  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seaboards,  and  nu- 
merous enterprises  on  the  Great  Lakes.  Although  the  sphere  in  which  the 
Federal  Government  can  operate  is  so  well  defined  as  to  remove  the  question 
from  politics,  the  country  is  profoundly  interested  in  these  benevolent  activ- 
ities, which  promote  commerce,  agriculture  and  industry  in  all  their  branches. 
The  evolution  of  the  policy  is  revealed  in  the  President's  state  papers  on 
the  pages  mentioned  by  the  index.  The  Aimual  Rivers  and  Harbors  Bill  is 
80  notorious  an  example  of  log-rolling  that  it  Is  called  "the  pork  barrel," 
referring,  of  course,  to  the  fact  that  it  is  passed  at  the  last  moment  and  that 
members  who  have  faithfully  obeyed  their  party  managers,  receive  enough 
"pork"  for  their  constituencies  to  grease  their  way  to  reflection,  iriiile 
mutineers  are  correspondingly  punished. 
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i  Ttepresentatives  will  regard  my  approval  of  the  bill  mure  as  tlie  result 
of  misinforniatioii  than  any  dcaigD  to  abaudon  or  modify  the  priDciplcs 
Inid  down  in  tliis  message.  Eveo*  s>'stciii  is  liable  to  ran  into  abuse, 
and  none  more  so  tban  that  under  conRidemtion;  and  measures  caa  not 
be  too  soon  taken  \tj  Congress  to  guard  agalu&t  tlm  e^-il. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 


ClBCITLiUt.* 

Departmbkt  op  Stats, 

Washingltm ,  February  2^,  tS^^, 
Sni:  It  has  become  my  most  paiuful  duty  to  aiinonnce  to  you  the 
sudden  and  violent  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  late  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States.  This  aiflicting  dispensation  occtured  on 
the  aftcmoou  of  yesterday,  from  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  great  guns 
on  board  the  Government  steamship  Prinaton,  near  Alexandria,  ou  her 
return  from  au  excursion  of  pleasure  dovni  the  river  Potomac.  By  this 
most  anf<»tatLatc  accident  several  of  our  disttngfuishcd.  citizens,  amongst 
whom  were  the  .Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy,  were  immediately 
killed,  and  many  other  persons  mortally  wounded  or  sc\'crely  injured. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  officers  connected  with  the  State 
Department,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  shall  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mourning,  in  token  of  their  grief  and  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Upshur,  during  thirty  days  from  the  lime  of  receiving  this  order. 

In  consequence  of  this  event,  tbc  President  has  been  pleased  to  charge 
me  ad  interim  with  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  I  have 
accordingly  this  day  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NELSON. 

Gbnbkai.  Obdsrs. 

War  Dbpartmemt.  February  39,  18^.4. 

Tn  the  deepest  grief  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  has  instmcled 
the  undersigned  to  ainionnce  to  the  Army  tliat  from  ihe  accidental  explo- 
sion of  a  gun  yesterday  on  board  the  United  States  steamship  PrinaUm 
the  country  and  its  Government  lost  at  the  same  moment  the  Secretary 
of  Slate,  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Hon.  T.  W.  Gilmer. 

Called  but  a  few  days  since  to  preside  over  the  administration  o(  the 
War  Department,  it  is  peculiarly  painful  to  the  undersigned  that  his  first 
official  communication  to  the  Army  should  be  the  annouucement  of  a 

*9nt  10  »Slk  di|»loaiaUc  and  oouvlai  eaccn  of  Uc  United  SUCca. 
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calamity  dqpriving  tbe  country  of  the  pubUc  9er\*ices  of  two  o£  oar  most 
accomplislicd  statesmea  aad  popular  and  deeply  esteemed  feUovv-citizeiis. 
Their  \'irtucs,  talents,  aod  patriotic  sen-ices  wtll  ever  be  retained  in  the 
grateful  recollection  of  their  countrymen  and  perpetuated  upon  the  pages 
(rf  tbe  history  of  our  common  country. 

Deep  as  may  W  llie  gloom  which  spreads  over  the  comnmnity,  U  has 
pleased  the  Almi^hcy  Disposer  of  Events  to  add  another  shade  to  it  by 
btendiiig  iu  this  uielaucboly  catastrophe  the  deaths  of  an  enuuent  dttKcn, 
Virgil  Maxcy,  c^.,  lately  cliarg£  d^aifaires  to  Belgium;  a  gallant  and 
meritorious  officer  of  the  Nai.y,  a  chief  of  a  bnreau,  Captain  H.  Kennon, 
and  a  private  citizen  of  New  York  of  Iiigh  and  estimable  character, 
besides  others,  citizens  and  sailors,  either  killed  or  wounded. 

As  appropriate  honors  to  the  memory  of  these  distinguished  Secreta- 
ries, half-hour  guns  will  be  fired  at  c%'er>'  military  past  furnished  with 
the  proper  ordnance  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  from  sunrise 
to  sunset.  The  nationul  ilag  will  be  displayed  at  half-staff  during  the 
same  time.  And  all  ofBcers  of  'be  jL.rmy  will  wear  for  three  months 
the  customary  badge  of  mourning.  ^.^^  WILKINS 

Secrtiary  of  War. 

Navv  DfiPAKTMBMT,  Ftbruary  ag^  tS44» 
As  a  marlc  of  wspect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  W. 
Gilmer,  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  whose  career  at  his  entrance  upon  the 
duties  of  his  ofBcc,  would  have  been  nobly  maintained  by  that  ability 
and  i-igor  of  which  liis  whole  previous  life  had  been  tbe  guaranty,  the 
Sags  of  aU  vessels  iti  commission,  navy-yards,  and  stations  are  to  be 
hoisted  at  batf-mast  on  tbe  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  minute 
guns  to  tlie  number  of  seventeen  ore  to  be  fired  between  sunrise  and 
smiset,  and  crape  is  to  be  worn  on  the  left  arm  and  upon  tbe  sword  for 
Ihe  space  of  three  months. 
By  command  of  the  President:  ^  WARRINGTON, 

Stcrrlary  of  the  Naty  ad  interim. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  December  j,  rS^ 

Tc  ihe  Stnafe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  fhe  United  Stales; 

We  have  continned  cause  for  expressing  our  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  benefits  and  blessings  wbJch  our  country, 
under  His  kind  ptovideuce,  has  enjoyed  during  tbe  past  year.  Notwtth- 
staading  the  exciting  scenoe  through  which  we  have  passed,  qoUuiik 
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has  occurred  w  disturb  the  general  peace  or  to  deraDge  the  hannony  of 
our  political  system.  The  great  morsil  sjiectacle  lias  been  exliibited 
of  a  natioa  approximating  in  number  to  20,000,000  people  ha^'i^g  per- 
formed the  high  and  important  function  of  electing  their  Chief  Magis- 
trate for  the  term  of  four  years  without  the  commission  of  any  acts  of 
violence  or  the  manifestation  of  a  spirit  of  iu  subordination  to  the  laws. 
The  great  and  inestimable  right  of  siifTrage  has  been  exercised  by  all 
who  were  invested  with  it  under  the  laws  of  the  diilerent  States  in  a 
spirit  dictated  alone  by  a  desire,  in  the  selection  of  the  agent,  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  countrj'  and  to  place  beyond  jeopardy  the  institutions 
under  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  hve.  That  the  deepest  interest  ha* 
been  manifested  by  all  our  countrymen  in  the  result  of  the  election  is  not 
less  true  than  highly  creditable  to  them.  Vast  multitudes  have  assem- 
bled from  time  to  time  at  various  places  for  the  purpose  of  can\'assing  the 
merits  and  pretensions  of  those  who  were  presented  for  their  sufiragcs, 
but  no  amicd  5oldicr>'  lias  been  necessary  to  restrain  witltin  proper  limits 
the  popular  zeal  or  to  prevent  violent  outbreaks.  A  principle  much 
more  controlling  was  foinid  in  the  love  of  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws, 
which,  with  mere  individual  exceptions,  everywhere  possesses  the  Ama-i- 
can  mind,  and  controls  with  an  influence  far  more  powerful  than  hosts 
of  armed  men.  We  can  not  dwell  upon  this  picture  without  recognizing 
in  it  that  deep  and  devoted  attachment  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the 
institutions  under  which  we  live  which  proclaims  their  perpetuity.  The 
great  objection  which  has  always  prevailed  against  the  election  by  the 
people  of  their  chief  executive  officer  has  been  the  appreiicusion  of 
tumults  and  disorders  which  might  involve  in  ruin  the  entire  Govem- 
meut.  A  security  against  this  is  found  not  oidy  iu  the  fact  before  alluded 
to,  but  iu  the  adJitioual  fact  that  we  Yivc  under  a  Coufederacj'  embracing 
already  twenty-six  States,  uo  one  of  which  has  pon-er  to  control  the  elec- 
tion. The  popular  \'ote  in  each  State  is  taken  at  the  time  appointed  by 
the  laws,  and  such  vote  is  announced  by  the  electoral  college  without 
reference  to  the  decision  of  other  States.  The  right  of  suffrage  and  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  election  are  regulated  by  the  laws  of  each  State, 
and  the  election  is  distinctly  federative  in  all  its  prominent  features. 
Thus  it  is  that,  unlike  what  might  be  the  results  under  a  consolidated 
s>-9tem,  riotous  proceedings,  should  they  prevail,  could  only  affect  the 
elections  in  single  States  without  disturbing  to  any  dangerous  extent 
the  tranquillity  of  others.  The  great  experiment  of  a  pohtical  coofed- 
eration  each  member  of  which  is  supreme  as  to  nil  matters  appertain  in  jj 
to  its  local  interests  and  its  internal  peace  and  happiness,  while  by  a 
voluntar>'  compact  with  others  it  confides  to  the  united  power  of  all  the 
protection  of  iw  citizens  in  matters  not  domestic  has  been  so  far  crowned 
with  complete  success.  The  world  has  witnessed  its  rapid  growth  in 
wealth  and  population,  and  under  the  guide  and  dircctiou  of  a  supcrin* 
tending  Providence  the  devetopment.i  of  the  past  may  be  regarded  but 
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as  tlie  shadowing  ronli  of  the  miKlily  future,  lu  the  bri|;bt  prospects  of 
that  future  wc  shall  6nd.  as  patriots  and  philanthropists,  the  highest 
induccmtnts  to  cultivate  and  chcrisU  a  lo\'e  of  union  and  to  frown  down 
ever>'  measure  or  effort  which  may  be  made  to  alienate  the  States  or  the 
people  of  the  States  io  scDtiment  and  feeling  from  each  other.  A  rigid 
and  close  ndherence  to  the  terms  of  our  political  compact  and,  above  all, 
a  sacred  obser\'ance  of  the  guaranties  of  the  Constitution  will  preserve 
union  on  a  foundation  which  can  not  be  shaken,  while  personal  liberty  is 
placed  bc\-ond  ha/aid  or  jeopardy.  The  guaranty  of  religious  freedom, 
of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  of  the  lilicrty  of  speech,  of  the  trial  by 
jury,  of  the  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  domestic  iostitutioos  <A  each  ol 
the  States,  lea\'ing  the  private  citizen  in  the  full  exercise  of  tlie  higli  and 
eunobliug  attributes  of  his  nature  and  to  each  State  the  privilege  (which 
cao  only  be  judiciously  exerted  by  itself)  of  consulting  the  means  best 
calculated  to  advance  its  own  happiness — these  are  the  great  and  impor- 
tant guaranties  of  the  Consttlittion  which  the  lovers  of  lilicrty  must 
cherish  and  the  advocates  of  union  must  ever  cultivate.  Prcser\-tag 
these  and  avoiding  alt  interpolations  by  forced  construction  under  the 
guise  of  an  imagined  expediency  upon  the  Constitution,  the  influence  of 
our  political  system  is  destined  to  be  as  actively  and  as  bcne6cially  felt 
on  the  distant  shores  of  the  Pacific  as  it  is  now  on  those  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  The  only  formidable  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  successful 
expansion  (time  and  space)  are  so  far  in  the  progress  of  modification 
by  the  improvemeuts  of  the  age  as  to  render  no  longer  speculative  the 
ability  of  representatives  from  that  remote  region  to  come  up  to  the 
Capitol,  so  that  their  constituents  shall  participate  in  all  the  benefits  of 
Federal  legislation.  Tims  it  is  llmt  in  the  progress  of  time  the  inestima- 
ble principleji  of  civil  liljcrty  will  lie  enjoyed  by  millions  yet  untjom  and 
the  great  benefits  of  oitr  sj-stem  of  gm'emment  be  extended  to  now  dis- 
tant and  uninhabited  regions.  In  view  of  the  \'ast  wilderness  yet  to  be 
reclaimed,  we  may  well  incite  the  lover  of  freedom  of  e^'erj'  land  to  take 
up  his  abode  among  us  and  assist  us  in  the  great  work  of  advancing  the 
standard  of  cinlization  and  giving  a  wider  spread  to  the  arts  and  refine- 
ments  of  cultivated  life.  Our  prayers  should  evermore  be  offered  up  to 
the  Father  of  the  Universe  for  His  wisdom  to  direct  us  in  the  path  of  oar 
duty  so  as  to  enable  us  to  consummate  these  high  purposes. 

One  t)f  the  strongest  objections  which  has  Ixrcn  urged  against  confed- 
eracies by  writers  on  government  is  the  liability  of  the  members  to  be 
tampered  with  by  foreign  Kovcrumeuts  or  the  people  of  foreign  states, 
either  in  their  local  affairs  or  in  such  as  affected  the  peace  of  others  or 
endangered  the  safety  of  the  whole  confederacy.  We  can  not  hope  to  be 
entirely  exempt  from  such  attempts  on  our  peace  and  safety.  The 
United  States  are  becoming  too  important  in  population  and  resources 
not  to  attract  the  observation  of  other  nations.  It  therefore  may  in  the 
progress  of  time  occur  that  opinions  eotiiely  abstract  in  the  States  iu 
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^which  ttiey  may  prevail  and  in  no  deffree  affecting  titeit  domestic  ioRtitii- 
tions  may  Iw  artfully  but  secretly  encouraged  with  a  viewtoundcnnine 
the  Uaion.  Such  optatons  may  become  the  Foundation  of  political  par- 
tics,  until  at  last  tbe  conflict  of  opinion,  producing  an  alienation  of 
friendly  feeling  among  the  people  of  the  different  States,  may  involve 
iu  general  destruction  the  happy  inKtitutions  under  which  we  live.  It 
should  ever  be  bonic  in  mind  tliat  what  is  true  in  regard  to  individuals 
is  equally  so  in  regard  to  states.  An  interference  of  one  in  the  affairs  of 
another  is  the  fruitful  cause  of  family  dissensions  and  nciRhborhood  div 
putes,  and  the  same  cause  aifects  the  peace,  happiness,  and  prosperity 
of  states.  It  may  he  most  devoutly  hoped  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
Americau  people  will  ever  he  ready  to  repel  all  such  attempts  should  they 
ever  be  made. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  our  foreign  relations  since  m; 

.last  annual  message  to  Congress.    With  all  the  powers  of  Knropc  wc  con 

^tinue  oti  the  most  friendly  terms.  Indeed,  it  affords  me  much  .satisfactioij 
to  state  that  at  no  former  period  has  the  peace  of  that  enlightened  and 
important  quarter  of  the  g'lobc  ever  been,  apparently,  more  firmly  estab- 
lished. The  conviction  that  peace  is  the  true  policy  of  nations  would 
seem  to  be  growing  and  becoming  deeper  amongst  the  enliglitened  e\'ery> 
where,  and  there  is  no  people  who  have  a  stronger  interest  in  cherishing 

'the  sentiments  and  adopting  the  means  of  prcscn-ing  and  giving  it  per- 
manence than  those  of  the  United  States.  Amongst  these,  the  first 
and  most  effective  arc,  no  doubt,  the  strict  obscn'ancc  of  justice  and  the 
honest  and  puncttial  fulfillment  of  all  engagements.  But  it  is  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  it  is  no  lea*  necessary 

,  to  be  ready  to  enforce  their  oliser\*aiice  and  fulfillment  in  reference  to 

^ourselves  than  to  observe  and  fulfill  them  on  our  part  in  regard  tootliers. 
Since  the  close  of  your  last  session  a  negotiation  has  been  formally 
'Entered  upon  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinar>'  residing  at  'Washing- 
ton relative  to  the  rights  of  their  reflective  nations  in  and  over  the 
Oregon  Territory.    Tha.t  negotiation  is  stilt  pending.     Should  it  dur- 

'ing  your  sesaon  be  brought  to  a  definitive  conclurion,  the  result  will 
be  promptly  communicated  to  Congress.  I  would,  however,  again  call 
your  attention  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  prcvioos  messages 

'designed  to  protect  and  facilitate  emigration  to  that  Tcrritorj-.  Tlic 
establishment  of  militar>'  posts  «  suitable  points  upon  the  extended  line 
of  land  travel  would  en-ible  our  citizens  to  emigrate  in  comparative  safety 
to  the  fertile  regions  lielow  the  Hails  of  the  Columbia,  and  make  the 
provision  of  the  existing  convention  for  the  joint  occupation  of  the  ter- 
ritory by  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
more  a\-ailahlc  tlian  heretofore  to  the  latter.  These  posts  would  consti- 
tute places  of  rest  for  the  weary  emigrant,  where  tie  would  be  sheltered 
•ectirely  against  the  danger  of  attack  from  the  ludisuu  and  be  enabled 
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to  recover  from  iheexliaustioii  of  a  long:  Hoe  of  travel.  legislative  enact- 
ments should  also  be  made  which  should  spread  over  bim  tbe  xgis  of 
OUT  laws,  so  as  to  afford  protection  to  his  person  and  property  when  be 
shall  have  reached  his  distant  home.  In  this  latter  respect  tbe  British 
GovemmeDt  has  been  much  more  careful  of  tbe  interests  of  snch  of  her 
people  as  are  to  be  found  in  tliat  country'  tlian  tbe  United  States.  She 
bas  made  necessary  provision  for  th«r  security  and  protection  against  tlie 
acts  of  tbe  viciously  disposed  and  lawless,  and  her  emigrant  repoees  in 
safety  under  the  panoply  of  her  laws.  \Vhate\-er  may  be  Ibe  result  of  the 
pcudiug  negotiation,  sncb  measures  ar;  necessar>'.  It  will  afford  me 
the  greatest  pleasore  to  nitncss  a  happy  and  favorable  termination  to  the 
existing  negotiation  upon  tenun  compatible  with  the  public  honor,  and 
the  best  efforts  of  tbe  Government  will  continue  to  be  directed  to  this  end. 

It  would  have  given  me  the  highes£  gratificatiou  in  this  my  last  annual 
communication  to  Congress  to  have  been  able  to  announce  to  you  the 
comp.ete  and  entire  aettlemeut  and  adjustment  of  other  matters  in  dif- 
ference between  tbe  United  Stales  and  thiGo\-enimeiit  of  Her  Briuumic 
Majesty,  which  were  adverted  to  in  a  previous  message.  It  is  so  obvi- 
ously the  interest  of  both  oonntries,  in  rei^cct  to  the  large  and  valuable 
commerce  which  exists  between  tbcm,  that  all  causes  of  complaint,  bow- 
ever  inconsiderable,  should  be  with  the  greatest  promptitude  removed 
that  it  must  be  regarded  as  cause  of  regret  that  any  unnecessary  delays 
sboidd  be  permitted  to  lutcrvene.  It  is  true  that  !□  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view  tbe  matters  alluded  to  are  altogether  insignificant  in  amount 
when  compared  with  the  ample  resources  of  that  great  nation,  but  they 
Dcverlheless,  more  particularly  that  limited  cbiss  wliich  arise  under  sei- 
zures and  detentions  of  American  ships  on  the  coast  of  Africa  upon  the 
mistaken  supposition  iudrilged  in  at  the  time  the  wrong  was  conmiitted 
of  their  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  deeply  affect  the  sensibilities  of 
this  Govemmeut  and  people.  Great  Britain,  having  recognized  her 
responsiMUty  to  repair  all  such  wrongs  by  her  action  in  other  cases, 
leaves  nothing  to  be  regretted  upon  the  subject  aT  to  all  coses  arising 
prior  to  the  treaty  of  Washington  than  the  delay  in  making  suitable 
reparation  in  such  of  them  x<;  fall  plainly  within  the  principle  of  others 
which  she  lias  long  since  adjusted.  The  injur>'  inflicted  by  delays  in  the 
settlement  of  these  claims  falls  with  severity  upon  the  individual  claim- 
ants and  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  her  magnanimity  aud  senae  of  justice 
for  a  speedy  settleuieiit.  Other  matters  arising  out  of  the  construction 
of  existing  treaties  also  remain  tinadjusted,  and  will  contintie  to  be  urged 
upon  her  attention. 

The  labors  of  tbe  joint  commission  appointed  by  the  two  Governments 
to  ruu  the  dividing  line  csiaUishcd  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  were, 
unfortunately,  mucb  delayed  in  the  commencement  of  the  season  by  the 
failure  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  to  make  a  timely  appropriation  of 
funds  to  me«t  tbe  cxpcu6cs  of  the  ^Vmeric  an  partj-,  aud  by  other  causes. 
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The  Uiiiied  States  commissioner,  however,  expresses  his  expectation 
that  by  mcreased  diligence  and  energj'  the  party  will  be  able  to  make 
up  for  lost  time. 

We  continue  to  receive  asstiraaices  of  the  most  friendly  feelings  on  the 
part  of  all  the  other  European  powers,  with  each  and  all  of  whom  it  ia  so 
obviously  opur  interest  to  cultivate  the  most  amicable  relations;  nor  can 
I  anticipate  the  occurrence  of  any  event  which  ^^-ould  be  likely  iu  any 
degree  to  disturb  those  relations.  Russia,  the  great  uorthern  power, 
under  the  judidous  swny  of  her  Hmperor,  is  constantly  advancing  in  the 
road  of  science  and  improvement,  while  France,  guided  by  the  counsels 
of  her  wise  Sovereign,  pursues  a  course  calculated  to  consolidate  the 
general  peace.  Spain  has  obtained  a  breathing  spell  of  some  duration 
fiom  the  internal  con^-ulsions  which  have  through  so  many  years  marred 
her  prosperity,  while  Austria,  the  Netherlands,  Prussia,  Belgium,  aud 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  reap  a  rich  harvest  of  blessings  from  the 
ptevaihug  peace. 

I  iuformed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  my  message  of  Dcccmbei 
last  that  instructions  had  been  gi\-en  to  Mr.  UTieatou,  our  minister  at 
Berhn,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Geruiauic  States  composing  the 
ZoUverein  if  it  could  be  done,  stipulatiug,  as  for  as  it  was  practicable  to 
accomplish  it,  for  a  reduction  of  Uie  heavy  oud  oneious  duties  levied  on 
our  tobacco  and  other  leading  articles  of  agricultural  production,  and 
yielding  iu  return  on  our  p.irt  a  reduction  of  duties  on  such  articles  the 
product  of  their  industrj'  as  sltonld  not  come  into  competition,  or  but  a 
limited  one,  with  articles  the  product  of  our  manufacturing  industry. 
The  Executi\^  in  giAing  such  instructions  considered  itself  as  acting  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  Congress  as  made  kuown  through 
several  measures  which  it  had  adopted,  all  directed  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  important  result.  The  treaty  was  therefore  negotiated, 
by  which  essential  reductions  were  secured  in  the  duties  levied  by  the 
Zollvereiu  on  tobacco,  rice,  and  lard,  accompanied  by  a  stipulation  for 
the  admission  of  raw  cotton  free  of  duty;  in  excliauge  for  which  highly 
important  concessioiis  a  reduction  of  duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  on  a  variety  of  articles,  most  of  whicli  i^-ere  admitted  free 
of  all  duty  under  the  act  of  Congress  commonly  kjio»'n  as  the  compro- 
mise law.  and  but  few  of  whidi  ^vere  produced  iu  the  United  States,  was 
stipulated  for  on  our  port.  This  treaty  was  communicated  to  the  Senate 
at  an  early  day  of  its  last  session,  but  not  acted  upon  until  near  its  close, 
when,  for  the  want  (as  I  am  bound  to  piestune)  of  full  time  to  consider 
it,  it  was  laid  upon  the  tabic.  This  iJroccdtu"c  had  the  effect  of  virtually 
rejecting  it,  in  consequence  of  a  stipulation  contained  in  the  treaty  that 
its  ratifications  should  be  exchanged  on  orbcforc  a  day  which  has  abeady 
passed.  The  Executive,  acting  upon  the  fair  inference  that  the  Senate 
did  not  intend  its  absolute  rejection,  gave  instructions  to  our  minister 
at  Berlin  to  reopen  the  negotiations  so  far  as  to  obtain  an  extension  of 
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time  foT  tbe  exchange  of  ratt&caltons.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that 
bis  efforts  in  this  respect  have  been  unsuccessful.  I  am  nevertbeless 
nol  without  hope  that  the  great  advnntages  whkh  were  intended  lo  be 
secured  !)>■  the  treaty  may  yet  be  realized. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Belgium  bos,  by  au  "arrili  royale*' 
issued  in  July  last,  assimilated  the  flag  of  the  United  States  to  ber  owHt 
so  for  as  the  direct  trade  between  the  two  countries  Is  concerned.  Thi* 
measure  will  prove  of  great  service  to  our  shipping  interest,  the  trade 
having  heretofore  been  carried  on  chiefly  in  foreign  bottoms.  I  flatter 
myself  that  she  will  speedily  resort  to  a  modiBcation  of  her  sy^em  relat- 
ing to  the  tobacco  trade,  which  would  decidedly  bcne6t  the  agriculture  of 
tbe  United  States  and  operate  to  the  mutual  advaiitf^e  of  both  countries. 

Xo  definitive  intelligence  has  yet  been  received  from  our  minister 
of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with  the  Chinese  Empire,  but  cuough  is 
known  to  iuduce  tbe  strongest  hopes  that  the  mission  will  be  crowned 
with  success. 

With  Brazil  our  relations  continue  on  the  most  friendly  footing.  The 
commercial  intercourse  between  that  growing  Jimpire  and  the  United 
States  is  becoming  daily  of  greater  imoortance  to  both,  aud  it  is  to  tbe 
interest  of  both  that  the  firmest  relations  of  amity  and  good  will  should 
continue  to  be  cultivated  between  them. 

The  Kejmblic  of  New  Granada  still  withholds,  notwithstanding  the 
most  persevering  efforts  have  been  employed  by  our  charg^  d'affaires, 
Mr.  Blackford,  to  produce  a  different  result,  indemnity  in  the  case  of  tbe 
brig  Morris:  and  tbe  Congress  of  Venezuela,  although  an  arrangement 
has  been  effected  between  our  minister  aud  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
of  that  Government  for  the  payment  of  $i$,ooo  in  disclurge  of  its  lialnli- 
ties  in  the  same  case,  has  altogether  neglected  to  make  pro%'iBion  for  its 
payment.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  sense  of  justice  will  soon  induce  ft 
Eettlement  of  these  claims. 

Our  kte  minister  to  Chili.  Mr.  Pendleton,  has  returned  to  the  United 
States  without  having  effected  an  adjii^iitnictit  in  the  second  claim  of  the 
Matedanian.  which  is  delayed  on  grounds  altogether  frivolous  and  unteo- 
able.  Mr.  Pendleton's  successor  has  been  directed  to  urge  the  claim  in 
the  strongest  terms,  and,  in  the  event  of  a  ftulure  to  obtain  a  prompt 
adjustment,  to  report  the  fact  to  the  Kxecutive  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos^- 
ble,  .so  that  the  whole  matter  may  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

At  your  last  session  I  submitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress  the  con- 
vention with  the  Republic  of  Peru  of  tlie  17th.  March,  1841.  proWdiag 
for  tlic  adjustment  of  tbe  claims  of  citt/.cus  of  the  United  States  against 
that  Repubhc,  bltt  00  definitive  action  was  taken  upon  tbe  subject.  T 
again  iunte  to  it  your  attention  and  prompt  action. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make  known  to 
CongrcBs.  in  leniis  both  plain  andcmpbatic,  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
war  which  has  so  long  existed  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  which  since 
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the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  has  consisted  allogcther  of  predatory  incun>ions, 
attended  by  circumstances  revolting:  to  bumanity.  I  repeat  now  what  I 
then  said,  that  after  eight  years  of  feeble  and  ineffectual  efforts  to  recon> 
quer  Texas  it  u*as  time  that  the  war  should  have  ccajard.  The  Uiuted 
States  have  a  direct  interest  io  the  question.  The  contiguity  of  the  two 
nations  to  our  territOTy  was  but  too  well  calculated  to  involve  our  peace. 
Unjust  su^cioDS  ivere  eng:endered  in  the  miud  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
belligerents  against  us,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  American  inter- 
ests were  made  to  suffer  and  our  peace  became  daily  endangered;  in 
addition  to  which  it  mtist  have  been  obvious  to  all  that  the  exhaustion 
produced  by  the  war  subjected  both  Mexico  and  Texas  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  other  ixrwcrs.  which,  without  the  interposition  of  this  Ooii-em* 
ment,  might  eventuate  in  the  most  serious  injury  to  the  United  States. 
This  Govcmmcat  from  time  to  time  exerted  its  friendly  offices  to  bring 
about  a  termination  of  hostilities  upon  terms  honorable  alike  to  both 
the  belligerents.  Its  efforts  in  this  behalf  prox'ed  unavaihng.  Mexico 
seemed  almost  without  an  object  to  pcrse\'eTC  in  the  war,  and  uo  other 
alluTiative  was  left  the  Executive  but  to  take  advantage  of  the  well- 
known  dispositions  of  Texas  and  to  invite  her  to  cuter  into  a  treaty  (or 
annexing  her  territory  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

Since  your  last  seasiou  Mexico  has  threatened  to  renew  the  war,  and 
has  either  made  or  proposes  to  make  fonnidable  preparations  for  invad- 
ing Texas.  She  has  issued  decrees  and  proclamations,  preparatory  to 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  full  of  threats  revolting  to  humanity, 
and  which  if  carried  into  effect  would  arouse  tlie  attention  of  all  Chris* 
teudoni.  This  new  demonstration  of  feeling,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
believe,  has  been  produced  in  consequence  of  the  negotiation  of  the  late 
treaty  of  annexation  with  Texas.  The  Kxecutivc.  therefore,  could  not 
be  iudifferent  to  such  proceedings,  and  it  felt  it  to  be  due  as  well  to 
itself  as  to  the  honor  of  the  coontiy  tliat  a  strong  representation  should 
be  made  to  the  Mexican  Government  Upon  the  subject.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  accompanyiug  dis- 
patch from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  United  States  envoy  at  Mexico. 
Mexico  has  uo  riglit  to  jeopard  the  peace  of  the  world  b>'  urging  any 
longer  a  useless  and  fruitless  contest.  Such  a  condition  of  things  would 
lot  be  toJerated  ou  the  European  continent.  Why  should  it  be  on  this? 
A  war  of  desolation,  such  as  is  now  threatened  by  Mexico,  can  not  be 
waged  without  invohnng  our  peace  and  tranquillity.  It  is  idle  to  believe 
thai  such  a  war  could  be  looked  upon  with  indifference  by  our  own  citi- 
zens inhabiting  adjoining  States;  and  onr  neutrality  would  be  violated 
in  despite  of  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Covemment  to  prevent  it.  The 
country  is  settled  by  emigrants  from  the  United  States  under  invitatioits 
held  out  to  them  by  Spain  and  Mexico.  Those  emigrants  have  left 
behind  them  friends  and  relatives,  wbo  would  not  fail  tosympatbize  with 
tbem  in  their  difficulties,  and  iivho  would  be  led  by  those  sympathies  to 


ai9S 


Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 


participate  in  their  struggles,  however  energetic  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  prevent  it  Nor  would  the  numerous  and  formidable  bands 
of  Indians  — the  nio3t  warlike  to  be  found  in  any  land  — which  occupy  the 
extensive  legionscontiguous  to  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  and 
who  are  in  possession  of  large  tracts  of  country  within  the  limits  of  Texas, 
be  likely  to  remain  passive.  The  iiicltiiatious  of  those  nnmerons  tribes 
lead  them  invariably  to  war  whenever  pretexts  exist. 

Mexico  bad  no  ]ust  ground  of  displeasure  against  this  G<»venmicnt  or 
people  for  negotiating  the  treaty.  What  interest  of  hers  wtus  affected 
by  the  treaty?  She  was  despoiled  of  not!ung,  since  Texas  was  forever 
lost  to  her.  The  independence  of  Texas  was  recognized  bj'  se\'eral  of 
the  leading  powers  of  the  earth.  She  was  free  to  treat,  free  to  adopt 
her  own  line  of  policy,  free  to  take  the  course  which  she  belie\'ed  was 
best  calculated  to  secure  her  happiness. 

Her  Go\'enmieiit  and  people  decided  on  annexation  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  Executive  saw  in  the  acquisition  oE  such  a  tenitorj*  the 
means  of  advaudug  their  permanent  happiness  and  glory.  Wliat  prin- 
ciple of  good  faith,  then,  was  violated?  Wiat  rule  of  political  morals 
trampled  under  foot  ?  So  far  as  Mexico  herself  was  concerned,  the  meas- 
ure should  have  been  regarded  by  her  as  highly  beneGcial.  Her  inability 
to  reconquer  Texas  had  been  exhibited,  I  repeat,  by  eight  (now  niac) 
years  of  fnutless  and  ruinous  contest.  In  the  meantime  Texas  has  been 
growing  in  population  and  resource*.  Emigration  has  flowed  into  her 
territory  from  all  parts  of  the  world  in  a  current  whidi  c^oilinues  to 
increase  in  strength.  Mexico  rctjuires  a  permanent  boundary  between 
that  young  Republic  aud  herself.  Texas  at  no  distant  day,  if  she  con* 
tiuues  sei>arale  and  <ictac]ieti  from  the  United  States,  will  inevitably  seek 
to  consolidate  her  strength  by  adding  to  her  dotoain  the  contiguous 
Pro\'inoes  of  Mexico.  The  spirit  of  revolt  from  the  control  of  tlie  central 
Government  has  heretofore  manifested  itself  in  some  of  those  Proxiucea, 
and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  take  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity  to  proclaim  their  independence  and  to  form  close  alli- 
ances with  Texas,  The  war  would  thus  he  endless,  or  if  cessations  of 
hostilities  should  occur  they  would  only  endure  for  a  reason.  The  inter- 
ests of  Mexico,  therefore,  could  in  nothing  be  better  consulted  than  in 
a  peace  with  her  neighbors  which  would  result  in  tlie  establishment  of  a 
pemianeut  boundarj'.  Upon  the  ratlGcation  of  the  treaty  the  Execu- 
tive was  prepared  to  treat  with  her  on  the  most  liberal  hosJs.  Hence  the 
boundaries  of  Texas  were  left  undefined  by  the  treaty.  The  Executii-e 
proposed  to  settle  these  upon  terms  that  all  tlie  world  should  have  pro- 
nounced just  and  reasonable.  No  negotiation  upon  that  point  could 
have  been  undertaken  between  the  United  States  aud  Mexico  in  ad^-ance 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  We  sliould  have  had  no  right,  no 
power,  no  authoriiy.  to  have  conducted  such  a  negotiation,  and  to  have 
undertaken  it  would  have  been  an  assumption  equally  revolting  to  the 
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pride  of  Mexico  and  Texas  and  subjecting  us  to  the  cbarge  of  arrogance, 
while  to  have  pro]>osed  in  advance  of  anneKation  to  satisfy  Mexico  for 
any  contingent  interest  she  might  have  in  Texas  would  have  been  to 
have  treated  Texas  not  as  an  independent  power,  but  as  a  mere  depend- 
ency of  Mexico.  This  assumption  could  not  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
Executive  without  setting  at  defiance  your  own  solemn  declaration  that 
that  Republic  was  an  independent  State.  Mexico  had,  it  is  true,  threat- 
ened war  against  the  United  States  in  the  event  the  treaty  of  annexation 
was  ratified.  The  Executive  could  not  permit  itself  to  be  influenced  by 
this  threat.  It  represented  in  this  the  spirit  of  our  people,  who  are 
ready  to  sacrifice  much  for  peace,  but  nothing  to  intimidation.  A  war 
under  any  circumstances  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  the  United  States 
is  the  last  nation  to  desire  it;  but  if,  as  the  condition  of  peace,  it  be 
required  of  us  to  forego  the  unquestionable  right  of  treating  with  an 
independent  power  of  our  own  continent  upon  matters  highly  interest- 
ing to  both,  and  that  upon  a  naked  and  uusustained  pictcnsiou  of  claim 
by  a  third  power  to  control  the  free  will  of  the  power  with  whom  we 
treat,  devoted  as  we  may  be  to  peace  aud  anxious  to  cultivate  friendly 
reliitious  with  the  whole  world,  the  Executive  does  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  ready  to  brave  all  con- 
sequences sooner  than  submit  to  such  condition.  But  no  apprehenskm 
of  war  was  entertained  by  the  Executive,  and  I  must  express  frankly 
the  opinion  that  had  the  treaty  beeu  ratified  by  the  Senate  it  would  have 
been  followed  by  a  prompt  settlement ,  to  the  entire  satisfaetion  of  Mexico, 
of  every  matter  in  difference  between  the  two  countries.  Seeing,  then, 
that  new  preparations  for  hostile  invasion  of  Texas  were  about  to  be 
adopted  by  Mexico,  and  thai  these  were  brought  about  because  Texas 
had  adopted  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  upon  tlic  subject  of  annexa- 
tion, it  could  not  passively  have  folded  its  arms  and  permitted  a  war, 
threatened  to  be  accompanied  by  c\'er>'  act  that  could  marlc  a  barbarous 
age,  to  be  waged  against  her  because  she  had  done  so. 

Other  considerations  of  a  controlUng  character  influenced  the  course  of 
the  Executive.  The  treaty  which  had  thus  bceu  negotiated  had  failed  to 
recei^'e  the  ratification  of  the  Senate.  One  of  the  chief  objections  which 
was  urged  against  it  was  found  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  the  question 
of  annexation  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  public  opinion  in 
the  United  States.  However  untenable  such  an  objection  was  esteemed 
to  be,  in  view  of  the  unquestionable  power  of  the  Executive  to  negotiate 
the  treaty  aud  the  great  and  lasting  interests  invoh'ed  in  the  question,  I 
fell  it  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  the  whole  subject  to  Congress  as  the  best 
expounders  of  popular  sentiment.  No  defiuitive  action  having  beeu 
taken  on  the  subject  by  Congress,  the  qucsliou  jeferred  itself  directly 
to  the  dccistoo  of  the  States  and  people.  The  great  popular  election 
which  has  just  ivrmiuated  afforded  the  best  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  will  of  the  Slates  and  the  people  upon  it.     Pt-ndiug  that  issue  it 
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became  Hit  imperative  duty  of  the  Executive  to  iofonn  Mexico  that  the 
quuition  of  anuexatton  was  still  before  the  Ameiicaii  people,  and  that 
UDtil  tlteir  decision  w»s  pronounced  any  serious  iu^"Jsion  of  Texas  woald 
be  regarded  a.«  an  Alttonpt  to  iorestall  tlieir  judgment  and  could  not  be 
kwked  QpoD  with  indifference.  I  am  most  linppy  to  iaform  you  that  no 
such  in\-asion  has  taken  place;  and  I  trust  that  u'Uate^'e^  your  action  may 
be  upon  it  Mexico  will  see  the  importance  of  deciding  the  matter  by  a 
resort  to  peaceful  expedients  in  preference  to  those  of  arms.  The  deci- 
sion of  the  people  and  the  States  on  this  great  and  interesting  subject 
has  t)een  decisively  mauifested.  The  question  of  onnexniion  luis  been 
presented  nakedly  to  their  consideration.  By  the  treaty  itself  all  collat- 
eral and  iuddioital  issues  which  were  calculated  to  divide  and  distract 
the  public  councils  were  carefully  avoided.  These  were  left  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  future  to  determine.  It  presented,  I  repeat,  the  isolated 
qaestion  of  annexation,  and  in  that  form  it  has  been  submitted  to  the 
ordeal  of  public  sentiment.  A  controlling  niajority  of  the  people  and  a 
large  majority  of  the  States  haw  declared  in  favor  of  immediate  annexa- 
tion. In-structions  have  thus  come  up  to  both  branches  of  Congress 
from  their  respective  constituents  in  terms  the  most  emphatic-  It  is  the 
will  of  both  ttic  people  and  the  States  that  Texas  shall  be  annexed  to 
the  Union  promptly  and  immediately.  It  may  be  hoped  that  in  carrying 
into  execution  the  public  will  thus  declared  all  collateral  issues  may  be 
avoided.  Future  Legislatures  can  best  decide  as  to  the  number  of  States 
which  should  be  formed  out  of  the  territory  when  the  time  has  arrived 
for  deciding  tliat  question.  So  with  all  others.  By  the  treaty  the  United 
States  assumed  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  Texas  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  $10,000,000,  to  be  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  sum  falling 
short  of  $400,000,  cxclu^\xly  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  her 
public  lands.  We  could  not  with  honor  take  the  lands  without  assum- 
ing the  full  payment  of  all  incumbrances  upon  them. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  your  last  session  to  induce  a  doubt  that 
the  dispositions  of  Texas  remain  unaltered.  No  intimation  of  an  altered 
determination  on  the  part  of  her  Government  and  people  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Executive  She  still  desires  to  throw  herself  under  the 
protection  of  our  laws  and  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  federa- 
tive system,  while  every  American  interest  would  seem  to  require  it. 
The  extension  of  our  coastwise  and  foreign  trade  to  an  amount  almost 
Incalculable,  the  enlargement  of  the  market  for  our  manufactures,  a 
constantly  growing  market  for  our  agriculturat  productions,  safety  to  our 
frontiers,  and  additional  strength  and  stability  to  the  Union — these  are 
the  results  which  would  rapidly  develop  themselves  upon  the  consum- 
mation of  the  measure  of  annexation.  In  such  e^-ent  I  nnll  oot  doubt 
but  that  Mexico  would  find  her  true  interest  to  consist  in  meeting  the 
advances  of  this  Government  in  a  spirit  of  amity.  Nor  do  I  apprehend 
any  serious  complaint  from  any  other  quarter;  no  sufficient  ground  exists 
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[for  such  cotnplainl.     We  should  interfere  inuoiespect  withtherightsof 

[•ny  other  nation.     There  can  not  be  gatliered  from  the  act  any  design 

[on  our  part  to  do  so  with  their  possessions  on  this  continent.     We  have 

[interposed  no  impediments  in  the  way  of  such  acquisitions  of  territory, 

[large  and  extensive  as  many  of  tliem  are,  as  the  leading  powers  of 

[Europe  have  made  from  time  to  time  in  ever>'  part  of  the  world.    W« 

Beck  no  conquest  made  by  war.     No  intrigue  wUl  have  been  resorted 

to  or  acts  of  diplomacy  essayed  to  accomplish  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

rFrec  and  independent  herself,  she  asks  to  be  received  into  our  Union.     It 

fc  3  question  for  our  own  decision  whether  she  shall  be  received  or  not. 

The  two  On-cmments  having  already  agreed  through  their  respective 

rgBDS  on  the  terms  of  annexation ,  I  would  recommend  their  adoption  by 

igress  in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  or  act  to  be  perfected  and  made 

[binding  on  the  two  countries  when  adopted  in  like  manner  by  the  Gov' 

[cmment  of  Texa.^. 

In  order  that  the  subject  may  be  fully  presented  in  alt  its  bearings,  the 
oorrespondcncc  which  has  taken  place  in  reference  to  it  ancc  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  between  the  United  States,  Texas,  and  Mexico  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  convention  concluded 

between  the  tinited  States  and  Mexico  on  the  20th  of  November,  184^, 

'have  been  transmitted  through  our  minister  for  the  concurrence  of  the 

Mexican  Government,  but,  although  ui^ed  thereto,  no  action  has  yet 

been  had  on  the  subject,  nor  has  any  answer  been  given  which  would 

■'ftuthorize  a  favorable  conclusion  in  the  future. 

The  decree  of  September,  1843.  in  relation  to  the  retail  trade,  the  order 
for  the  expulsion  of  foreigners,  and  that  of  a  more  recent  date  in  regard 
to  passports — all  which  are  considered  as  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  countries — have  led  to  a  corre- 
spondence of  considerable  length  between  the  minister  for  foreign  rela- 
tions and  our  representatives  at  Mexico,  but  without  any  satisfactory 
rest:lt.  They  remain  still  unadjusted,  and  many  and  serious  inconven- 
iences have  already  resulted  to  our  citizens  iu  consequence  of  them. 

Questions  growing  out  of  the  act  of  disarming  a  body  of  Texan  tmnps 
under  the  coumiand  of  Major  Snively  by  an  officer  in  the  sen-ice  of  the 
United  States,  acting  under  the  orders  of  our  Go\'eniraent,  and  the  forci- 
ble entry  into  the  custom-house  at  Bryarlys  Lauding,  on  Red  Ri^-er,  by 
certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  taking  awny  therefrom  the 
goods  seized  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  as  forfeited  under  the  laws  of 
I  Texas,  ha^'e  been  adjusted  so  fur  as  the  powers  of  the  Executive  extend. 
The  correspondence  bct>\'cen  the  two  Gux'cmnients  in  reference  to  bolli 
[subjects  will  be  found  amongst  the  accompanying  documents.  It  con- 
a  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  with  the  views 
on  both  sides  ami  the  principles  on  which  the  questions  have  been 
Esdjusled.  It  remains  for  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  appropriation 
to  carry  the  arrangement  into  effect,  which  I  respectfuUy  recommend. 
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The  greatly  improved  condition  of  the  Treasury  affords  a  subject  for 
general  congratulation.  The  paralysis  nhich  had  Eallen  on  trade  and 
commerce,  end  which  subjected  the  Government  to  the  necessity  oC 
resorting  to  loans  and  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  a  large  amount,  lias 
passed  away,  and  after  the  payme«l  of  upward  of  $7,000,000  on  account 
of  tlie  interest,  and  in  redetnptioa  of  more  than  $5,000,000  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  which  falls  due  on  the  i&t  of  Januarj-  next,  and  setting  apart 
u  pward  of  $2 .000,000  for  the  payment  of  outstanding  Treasury  notes  and 
meeting  an  installment  of  the  debts  of  the  corporate  cities  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  an  estimated  surplus  of  upw-ard  of  $7,000,000  o\-er  aud 
above  the  existing  appropriations  will  remain  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
dose  of  the  fiscal  year.  Should  the  Treasury  notes  contiuue  outstanding 
as  heretofore,  that  surplus  will  be  considerably  augmented.  Although  all 
iuterest  has  ceased  upon  them  aud  the  Govenimeut  has  invited  their 
return  to  the  Treasiuy,  yet  they  remain  outalandiug,  affording  great  facili- 
ties lo  commerce,  and  establishing  the  fact  that  under  a  well-regulated 
system  of  finance  tlie  Govemmeut  has  resources  within  itself  which 
render  it  independent  in  time  of  need,  not  (Mily  of  private  loans,  but  also 
of  bank  facilities. 

The  only  remaining  subject  of  regret  is  that  the  remaining  stocks  of 
the  Goveramcut  do  not  fall  due  at  an  earher  day,  since  their  Tedemption 
would  be  entirely  within  its  control.  As  it  is,  it  may  be  well  worthy 
the  consderation  of  Congress  whether  the  law  establishing  the  sinking 
fund  (under  the  opcratiou  of  which  the  debts  of  the  Revolution  and  last 
war  with  Great  Britain  were  to  a  gictit  extent  extinguished)  should  not, 
with  proper  modilj  cations,  so  as  to  preveut  an  accumulation  of  surpltises, 
and  limited  in  amount  to  a  specific  sum.  be  reenacted.  Such  provision, 
which  would  authorise  the  Government  to  go  into  the  market  for  a  pur- 
chase of  its  own  stock  on  fair  teinw,  would  serve  to  mairitain  its  credit 
at  the  liighest  poiut  aud  prevent  to  a  great  extent  those  Suctiutions  in 
the  price  of  its  securities  which  might  tmdcr  other  circttmstances  affect 
its  credit.  No  apprehension  of  this  sort  is  at  this  moment  entertained, 
siuw  the  stocks  of  the  Government,  which  but  two  years  ago  were  offered 
for  sale  to  capitalists  at  home  and  abroad  at  a  depredation,  and  could 
fiud  no  purcliasera.  are  now  greatly  above  par  in  tlic  hands  of  the  hold- 
ers; but  a  wise  and  prudent  forecast  admonishes  us  to  place  beyond  the 
reach  of  couttngency  the  public  credit. 

It  miKt  also  be  a  matter  of  unmiugled  gratification  that  under  the 
existing  finnndal  .system  (resting  upon  the  act  of  1 789  and  the  resolution 
of  18 1 6)  tlie  atrrency  of  the  countrj'  has  attained  a  state  of  perfect  sound- 
ness; and  the  rates  of  exchange  between  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
which  in  1841  denoted  by  their  enormous  amount  the  great  deprcdft* 
lion  and,  in  fact,  worthlessnessof  tlie  cuncocyin  most  of  the  States,  are 
now  reduced  to  little  more  than  the  mere  expense  of  iransponing  speeie 
from  place  to  place  and  the  risk  incident  to  the  operation.     lu  a  new 
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coiuitry  like  fhat  of  tbe  United  States,  where  so  many  inducements  are 
held  out  for  speculation,  the  depositories  of  t)ic  surplus  re\'cnuc.  consist- 
ing of  banks  of  any  description,  when  it  reaches  any  considerable  amount, 
require  the  closest  vigilance  on  the  part  of  tie  Government.     All  bank- 

jiiig  institutions,  under  whatever  denominatioa  thuy  may  pass,  are  gov- 
erned by  an  almost  exclusive  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders. 

1  Thai  interest  consists  in  the  augmentation  of  pro6ts  in  the  form  of  divi- 
dends, and  a  large  surplus  revenue  intrusted  to  their  custody  is  but  too 

^*pt  to  lead  to  excessive  loans  and  to  extravagautly  large  issues  of  paper. 
As  a  necesaarj-  conseciuen«  prices  are  nominally  increased  and  the  specu- 

I  lative  mania  ver>*  soon  seizes  upon  the  public  mind.     A  6ctitious  state 

I  of  prosperity  for  a  season  exists,  and,  in  the  langtiage  of  the  day.  money 
becomes  plenty.      Contracts  are  entered  into  by  individuals  resting  on 

^  this  unsubstantial  stale  of  things,  but  tbe  delusion  speedily  passes  away 

1  and  the  conntry  is  overrun  with  an  indebtedness  so  weighty  as  to  over- 
"whelm  many  and  to  visit  c\'cry  department  of  industr>'  with  great  and 
luinous  embarrassment.  The  greatest  vigilance  becomes  nccess3r>-  on 
the  part  of  Government  to  guard  against  this  state  of  things.  The  de- 
yositories  must  be  given  distinctly  to  understand  that  the  favors  of  the 
Government  will  be  altogether  withdrawn,  or  substantially  diminished, 
if  its  revenues  shall  be  regarded  as  additions  to  their  banking  capital  or 

,  as  the  fotmdatiou  of  an  enlarged  circulation. 

The  Government,  through  its  rc\'cnuc,  has  at  all  times  an  important 

^part  to  perform  in  connection  with  the  currcncj',  and  it  greatly  depends 
upon  its  vigilance  and  care  whether  the  countrj*  be  involved  in  embar- 
rassments similar  to  those  which  it  has  had  recently  to  encounter,  or, 
aided  by  the  action  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  preser\-ed  iu  a  sound  and 
healthy  condition. 

The  dangers  to  be  guarded  against  are  greatly  augmented  by  too  large 
a  surpliLs  of  re\'enue.  When  that  surplus  greatly  exceeds  iu  amount 
vhat  shall  be  required  by  a  wise  and  prudent  forecast  to  meet  unforeseen 
contingencies,  tbe  Legislature  itself  may  come  to  he  seized  with  a  dispo- 
sition to  indulge  iu  extravagant  appropriations  to  objects  many  of  which 
may,  and  most  probably  would,  be  found  to  conflict  with  the  Constitu- 
tion. A  fancied  expediency  is  elevated  above  constitutional  authority, 
and  a  reckless  and  wasteful  extravagance  but  too  certainly  follows. 

Tbe  important  power  of  taxation,  which  when  exercised  iu  its  most 
restricted  form  is  a  burthen  on  labor  and  production,  is  resorted  to  under 
various  pretexts  for  purposes  having  no  affinity  to  the  motives  which 
dictated  its  grant,  and  the  extravagance  of  C^ovemment  stimulates  indi- 
vidual extra^^agance  until  the  spirit  of  a.  wild  and  ill-regulated  speculation 
involves  one  and  all  in  its  unfortimatc  results.  In  ^ncw  of  such  fatal 
ooDseqticnccs,  it  may  be  laid  dowD  as  an  axiom  foimdcd  in  moral  and 
political  truth  thiU  iiu  jcix'aler  taNcs  ahuuld  be  imp^)^cd  than  are  nec- 
essary for  an  economical  administration  of  the  Government,  and  that 
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wliatever  exists  beyond  sbould  Ije  rednced  or  modified.  This  doctrine 
does  in  no  way  conflict  with  the  cxerdse  of  a  sound  discriniiuation  iu 
the  selection  of  the  articles  to  be  taxed,  whicli  a  due  regard  to  tJie  public 
weal  would  at  all  times  sugKcst  to  the  legislative  mind.  It  leaves  the 
range  of  selection  undefined;  oud  such  selection  sbould  always  be  made 
with  au  eye  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  Composed  as  is  the 
Union  of  separate  and  independent  States,  a  patriotic  Legislature  will 
not  fail  in  consulting  the  interef;ts  of  the  parts  to  adopt  mich  course  as 
will  be  best  calculated  to  adiiince  the  harmony  of  the  whole,  and  thus 
insure  that  permanency  in  the  policy  of  the  Goi'emment  without  which 
all  efforts  to  advance  the  public  prosperity  are  vain  and  fruitless. 

This  great  and  vitally  important  task  rests  with  Congress,  and  the 
Executive  can  do  no  more  than  recommend  the  general  principles  which 
should  govern  in  its  execution. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  sa  exhibition  of 
the  cxniditiou  of  the  Amiy,  and  recommend  to  you  as  well  worthy  yom 
best  coustderatioQ  many  of  the  sugg^estions  it  contains.  The  Secretai>*  in 
no  degree  exaggerates  the  great  importance  of  pTcssing  forward  without 
delay  iu  the  work  of  erecttug  and  Huishiug  the  fortiCcations  to  which  he 
particularly  alludes.  Much  has  been  done  toward  pladog  our  cities  and 
roadsteads  in  a  state  of  security  against  the  hazards  of  hostile  attack 
within  the  last  four  years;  but  considering  the  new  cleniwils  which  have 
been  of  late  years  employed  in  the  propelling  of  ships  and  the  formidable 
implements  of  destruction  which  have  been  brought  into  service,  we  eau 
not  be  too  active  or  >'igilanl  in  preparing  and  perfecting  the  means  of 
defense.  I  refer  yon  also  to  hia  report  for  a  full  statement  of  Ibe  condi- 
tion of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  jurisdiction.  The  Executive  has 
abated  no  effort  in  carrj-ing  into  effect  the  well-established  poHc>'  of  the 
Covemment  which  contemplates  a  removal  of  all  the  tribes  residing 
within  the  limits  of  the  sei.'eral  States  beyond  those  limits,  and  it  is  now 
enabled  to  congratulate  the  coiintr>'  at  the  prospect  of  an  early  consum- 
mation of  this  object.  Many  of  the  tritics  have  already  nmdc  great 
progress  in  the  arts  of  dWlized  life,  and  through  the  operation  of  the 
schools  cstahlislicd  among  them,  aided  by  the  efforts  of  the  pious  meu 
of  various  religious  denominations  who  devote  iheuiaelves  to  the  task 
frf  their  improvement,  we  may  fondly  hope  that  the  remains  of  the  for- 
midable tribes  which  were  ouce  masters  of  this  country  will  in  their 
transition  from  tlic  savage  state  to  a  condition  of  refinement  and  ciilti> 
\-ation  add  another  bright  trophy  to  adorn  the  labors  of  a  well-dirc<lc(i 
philanthropy. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  N'n\'y  will  explain  to 
you  the  situation  of  that  branch  of  the  serx-ice.  The  present  organiza- 
tion of  tlie  Department  imparts  to  its  operation.'!  great  efficiency,  but  1 
concur  fully  in  the  propriety  of  a  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction, 
Equipment,  Increase,  and  Repairs  into  two  bureaus.    The  subjects  as  now 
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arranj^ed  are  incongruous,  and  require  to  a  certain  extent  information 
and  (|ualiGcations  attogetbcr  dissimilar. 

The  operations  of  the  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Africa  have  been  con- 
ducted with  all  due  attention  to  the  object  which  led  to  its  origination. 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  tliat  the  officers  and  crews  have  enjoved  the  best 
possible  health  under  the  system  adopted  by  the  officer  in  coinmand- 
It  is  belie\'ed  that  the  United  States  is  the  only  nation  which  has  by  its 
laws  subjected  to  the  puhisliment  of  death  »s  pirates  those  who  may  be 
engaged  in  the  slav'e  trade.  A  similar  enactment  on  the  part  of  other 
nations  would  not  fail  to  be  attended  by  beneficial  resulta 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  which  have  existed  tn  the  way  of 
securing  titles  for  the  necessary  grounds,  operations  have  not  yet  been 
commenced  toward  the  establishment  of  the  nav>'-yard  at  Memphis.  So 
soon  as  tlie  title  is  perfected  no  further  delay  will  be  permitted  to  inter- 
vene. It  is  well  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  Congress  should 
not  direct  the  establishment  of  a  ropcwalk  in  connection  with  the  con- 
templated nai-y-yard,  as  a  measure  not  only  of  economy,  bnt  as  biKhly 
Useful  and  necessary.  The  only  establishment  of  the  sort  now  connected 
with  the  service  is  located  at  Boston,  and  the  advantages  of  a  similar 
establishment  convenient  to  the  hemp-growing  region  must  be  apparent 
to  all. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary'  presents  other  matters  to  your  considera- 
tion of  an  important  character  in  connection  with  the  service. 

In  referring  yon  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral it  affords  me  continued  cause  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  advert  to 
the  fact  that  tlie  affaire  of  the  Department  for  the  last  four  years  liave 
been  so  conducted  as  from  its  unaided  resources  to  meet  its  large  expendi- 
tures.    On  my  coming  into  office  a  debt  of  nearly  $500,000  existed 

rggainst  the  Deportment,  which  Congress  discharged  by  an  appropriation 
from  the  Trca.'nir)-,  The  Department  on  the  4th  of  March  next  will  be 
fonnd,  imdcr  the  management  of  its  present  efficient  head,  freeof  debt  or 

■embarrassment,  which  could  only  have  been  done  by  the  obser^-ance  and 
practice  of  the  greatest  vigilance  and  economy.  The  laws  have  ooutem- 
plated  throughout  that  the  Department  should  be  self-sustained,  but  it 
may  become  necessary*,  with  the  wisest  regard  to  the  public  interests,  to 
introduce  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  system. 

There  is  a  strong  desire  manifested  in  many  quarters  so  to  alter  the 
tari0  of  letter  postage  as  to  reduce  the  amount  of  tax  at  present  imposed. 
Should  such  a  measure  be  carried  into  effect  to  the  full  extent  desired, 
it  can  not  well  be  doubted  but  that  for  the  first  years  of  its  operation  a 
diminished  revenue  would  be  collected,  the  supply  of  which  would  neces- 
sarily constitute  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury-.  WTiether  such  a  result 
would  be  desirable  it  will  be  for  Congress  in  its  wisdom  to  determine. 
It  may  in  general  be  asserted  as  true  that  radical  alterations  in  any  sys- 

,  tern  should  rather  be  brought  about  gradually  tban  by  sudden  changes, 
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and  by  pursuing  this  prudent  policy  in  the  reduction  of  letter  postage 
the  Department  might  still  sustaiu  itself  through  the  revenue  which 
would  accrue  by  the  increase  of  letters.  The  state  and  condition  of  the 
public  Treasury'  has  heretofore  been  such  as  to  have  precluded  the  recom- 
mendation of  any  malerial  change.  The  difl&culties  upon  this  head  ha\-e, 
hon'ever,  ceased,  and  a  larger  discretion  is  now  left  to  the  Government. 

I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the  policy  of  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  a  line  of  steamsliips  regularly  to  ply  between  this  country  and  foreign 
ports  and  upon  our  own  waters  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  The 
example  of  the  British  Govenuncnt  is  well  worthy  of  imitation  in  this 
respect.  The  belief  is  strongly  entertained  that  the  eniolunients  arising 
from  the  trausportation  of  mail  matter  to  foreign  countries  would  operate 
of  itself  as  an  inducement  to  cause  individual  enterprise  to  undertake 
that  branch  of  the  task,  and  the  remuneration  of  the  Government  would 
consist  in  the  addition  readily  made  to  our  steam  navy  in  case  of  emer- 
gency by  the  ships  so  employed.  Should  this  suggestion  meet  your 
approval,  the  propriety  of  placing  such  ships  under  the  command  of 
experienced  ofBcers  of  Oie  Navy  will  not  escape  your  observation.  The 
application  of  steam  to  the  purposes  of  naval  warfare  cogently  recom- 
mends an  extensive  steam  marine  as  important  in  estimating  the  defenses 
of  the  country.  Fortunately  this  may  be  obtained  by  us  to  a  great 
extent  without  incurring  any  large  amount  of  expenditure.  Steam  ve»- 
sels  to  be  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  our  principal 
water  courses,  lake*,  and  ports  of  our  coast  could  also  be  so  constructed 
as  to  be  efficient  as  war  vessels  when  needed,  and  would  of  thcmsch-es 
constitute  a  formidable  force  in  order  to  repel  attacks  from  abroad.  We 
caii  not  he  blind  to  the  fact  that  other  nations  have  already  added  large 
numbers  of  steamships  to  their  naval  armaments  and  that  this  new  and 
powerful  agent  is  destined  to  re\-olutionize  the  condition  of  the  world. 
It  becomes  the  Uuitcd  States,  therefore,  looking  to  their  security,  to  adopt 
a  similar  policy,  and  the  plan  suggested  will  enable  them  to  do  so  at  a 
small  comparative  cost. 

I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  iu  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  untir- 
ing industry  which  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Cabinet-  Each  in  his  appropriate  sphere  has  rendered  me 
the  most  efficient  aid  in  carrying  on  the  Govenmicnt,  and  it  will  not,  I 
tnist,  appear  out  of  place  for  me  to  bear  this  public  testimony.  The 
cardinal  objects  which  should  ever  be  held  in  view  by  those  intrusted 
with  the  administration  of  public  affairs  are  rigidly,  and  without  favor 
or  affection,  so  to  interpret  the  national  will  expressed  in  the  bws  as 
that  injustice  should  be  done  to  uone,  justice  to  all.  This  has  been  the 
rule  upon  which  they  have  acted,  and  thus  it  is  believed  that  few  cases, 
if  any,  exist  wherein  our  fellow-ctlizens,  who  from  time  to  time  have 
been  drawn  to  the  seat  of  Government  for  the  settlement  of  their  trans- 
actions  with  the  Government,  have  gone  away  dissatisfied.     Where  the 
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testimony  lias  been  perfected  and  was  esteemed  salisfaclory  their  claims 
have  been  promptly  audited,  and  this  in  the  absence  of  a!l  favoritism  or 
partiality.  The  Government  wWdi  is  not  just  to  its  own  people  can 
neither  claim  their  affection  nor  the  respect  of  the  world.  At  the  same 
time,  the  closest  attention  has  been  paid  to  those  matters  which  relate 
more  immediately  to  the  great  concerns  of  the  country.  Order  and  effi- 
ciency in  each  branch  of  the  public  sen-ice  have  prevailed,  accompanied 
by  a  system  of  the  most  rigid  responsibility  ou  the  part  of  llie  receiving 
and  disbursing  agents.  The  fact,  in  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this 
remark,  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  the  revenues  of  the  Government, 
amouuting  in  the  last  four  years  to  upward  of  $t  20,000,000.  lia\-e  been 
collected  and  disbursed,  through  the  numerous  go^*ernmental  agents  with- 
out the  los.";  by  default  of  any  amount  worthy  of  serious  commentary. 

The  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  the  rii-eis 
of  the  West  and  of  the  harbors  on  the  l.,akes  are  in  a  course  of  judicious 
expenditure  under  suitable  agents,  and  arc  destined,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to 
reati/e  all  the  benefits  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  Congress.  I  can 
not,  howe\'er,  sufficiently  impress  iipon  Congress  the  great  importance 
of  wnthholdiog  appropriations  fron-  improvements  whicli  are  not  ascer- 
tained by  pre^-ious  examination  and  survey  to  be  ncccssarj*  for  the  shelter 
and  protection  of  tntde  from  the  dangers  of  stonns  and  tempests.  With- 
out this  precaution  the  expenditures  are  but  too  apt  to  inure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  individuals,  ^vithout  reference  to  the  only  conaderatiou  which  can 
render  tliem  constitulioiial — the  public  interests  and  the  genera!  good. 

I  can  not  too  earnestly  urge  upou  you  the  interests  of  this  District, 
Over  wliich  by  tlie  Constitution  Congress  has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  It 
would  be  deeply  to  be  regretted  should  there  be  at  any  time  ground  to 
complain  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  a  commimtt)*  which,  detached  as  it  is 
from  the  parental  care  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Marjiand,  cnn  only 
expect  aid  from  Congress  as  its  local  legislature.  Among.st  the  subjects 
which  claim  your  attention  is  the  prompt  organization  of  an  asylum  for 
the  insane  who  may  be  found  from  time  to  time  sojourning  within  the 
District.  Such  course  is  also  demanded  by  considerations  which  apply 
to  branches  of  the  public  service.  For  the  necessities  in  this  behalf  I 
Invite  your  particular  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  thus,  gentlemen  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  presented  you 
a  true  and  faithful  picture  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  both  foreign 
and  domestic.  The  wants  of  the  public  serATce  are  made  known  to 
you,  and  matters  of  no  ordinary  importance  are  urged  upon  your  con- 
sideration. Shall  I  not  be  permitted  to  cougratulate  you  on  the  happy 
auspices  under  which  you  have  assembled  and  at  the  important  change 
in  the  condition  of  things  which  has  occurred  in  the  last  three  years? 
During  that  period  <iuesiiuns  with  foreign  powers  of  vital  importance  to 
the  peace  of  our  country  have  been  settled  and  adjusted.  :\  desolating 
and  wasting  war  with  savage  tribes  has  been  brought  to  a  close.    The 
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iiileroal  tranquillityof  the  country,  threatened  hyaKitatinc  questions,  has 
been  prcsen-ed.  The  credit  of  the  Government,  wUch  had  cxpcrwnced 
a  temporary  exaborrasament,  has  been  thoroughly  restored.  Its  coffers, 
which  for  a  season  were  empty,  have  I««i  replenished.  A  currency 
nearly  unifonn  in  Its  value  has  taken  the  place  of  one  depreciated  and 
almost  ^vortliless.  Commerce  and  manufactures,  which  liad  suffered 
in  (.-omnion  with  every  other  interest,  have  once  more  revived,  and  the 
whole  country  exhibits  an  aspect  of  prosperity  and  happiness.  Trade 
and  barter,  no  longer  governed  by  a  wild  and  speculative  mania,  rest 
upon  a  solid  and  substantial  footing,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  otir  cities 
in  every  direction  bespeaks  most  strongly  the  favorable  circumstances 
by  which  we  are  surrounded.  My  happiness  in  the  retirement  which 
shortly  awaits  mc  is  the  ardent  hope  which  I  experience  tliat  this  state 
of  prosperity  is  neither  deceptive  nor  destined  to  be  short  lived,  and  that 
measures  which  have  not  yet  received  its  sanction,  but  which  I  can  not 
but  regard  as  closely  connected  with  the  honor,  the  Klor>*,  and  still  more 
enlarged  prosperity  of  the  country,  are  destined  at  an  early  day  to  receive 
the  approval  of  Congress.  Under  these  circumstHnces  and  with  thes<e 
anticipations  I  sliall  most  gladly  leave  to  others  more  able  than  myself 
the  noble  and  pleaang  task  of  sustaining  the  public  prosperity.  I  sliall 
carry  with  me  into  retirement  the  gratif>-ing  reflection  that  as  ray  sole 
object  throughout  has  been  to  adyance  the  public  good  I  may  not  entirely 
have  failed  in  accomplishing  it;  and  this  Ratification  is  heightened  in 
no  small  degree  by  the  fact  that  when  under  a  deep  and  abiding  sense 
of  duty  I  have  foiiiid  myself  constrained  to  resort  to  the  qualified  veto  it 
has  neither  been  followed  by  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  people  nor 
weakened  in  any  degree  their  attachment  to  that  great  conaervative 
feature  of  our  Government  JOHN  TYLER, 


SPECIAL  MESSAGE& 

Washington,  Decemhtr  to,  1844^^ 
To  the  Senate  ef  the  United  Stales: 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Senate,  for  its  ratiScatioa 
and  approval,  a  treaty  which  has  been  concluded  between  Mr.  Cushing, 
the  United  States  oommissioncx,  and  the  Chinese  Empire. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Dtamber  10, 1844. 

7>  M/  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  submit  copies  of  two  private  and  confidential  letters  addressed  by 
Mr.  Fay,  acting  in  his  place  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wbeatoa  from 


John  Tylet 

Berlin,  from  which  it  appears  that  should  the  Senate  see  cause  to  ratify 
the  treaty  with  the  States  couiposinp  the  ZoUverein  without  reference 
to  the  fact  that  the  time  limited  for  the  exchange  of  its  ratification 
bad  expired  the  GennaDic  States  would  regard  the  time  fixed  for  the 
e'^chaoge  of  ratifications  as  unmaterial  and  would  gi\'e  by  their  action 
upon  it  vitality  and  force  to  the  treaty.  I  submit  it  to  your  mature 
consideration  whether,  in  %'iew  of  the  important  benefits  arising  from 
the  treaty  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  ITnlted  States  and  to  their 
agriculture,  it  would  not  comport  with  sonnd  policy  to  adopt  that  course. 
The  Executive,  not  regarding  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the  treaty 
as  cxprcssivcof  its  decisive  opinion,  deemed  it  proper  to  reopen  the  uego- 
tiatioas  so  far  as  to  obtain  an  extension  of  time  for  the  interchange  of 
ratifications.  The  negotiation  failed,  however,  in  this  particuUr,  out 
of  no  disinclination  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of 
the  Zollv-erein,  but  from  a  belief  that  it  would  not  fully  comport  with 
its  dignity  to  do  so.  ^^.^^  TYLER. 

^^P  W&SHJNGTON,  Decern^  ro.  1844. 

■         To  the  Smote  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  I  conununicatc  to  you  an  extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Hall  to  the 

I  Secretary  of  State,  which  has  btfcn  received  by  me  since  my  message  of 

I  the  3d  instant,  containing  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  indemnity 

I  assumed  to  be  paid  by  Ilie  Republic  of  Venezuela  in  the  ca.se  of  the  hrig 

ft  Aform  has  been  satisfactorily  arranged.                        TOHN  TYLER 

^^V  Washingtok,  Decent^  t8,  T844. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  dispatches  received  from  our  minister  at 
Mexico  since  the  commeocemeut  of  your  present  session,  which  claim 
from  their  importance,  and  I  doubt  not  will  receive,  your  calm  and  deUb- 
erate  consideration.  The  extraorditiary  and  highly  offemuve  language 
which  the  Mexican  Government  has  thought  proper  to  employ  in  reply 
to  the  rcmonstm,aoe  of  the  Kxecutive.  through  Mr.  Shannon,  against  the 
renewal  of  the  war  witli  Texas  while  the  question  of  annexation  was 
pending  before  Coagiess  aud  the  people,  and  alao  the  proposed  manner 
of  conducting  that  war,  will  not  fail  to  arrest  your  attention.  Such 
remonstrance,  urged  in  no  unfriendly  spirit  to  Mexico,  was  called  for 
by  considerations  of  an  imperative  character,  having  relation  as  well 
to  the  peace  of  this  country  and  honor  of  this  Government  as  to  the 
catase  of  humanity  and  dviUzation.  Texas  had  entered  into  the  treaty 
of  aunexatiou  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Executive,  and  when  for  that 
act  she  was  threatened  with  a  renewal  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Mexico 
she  naturally  looked  to  this  Government  to  interpose  its  efforts  to  ward 
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off  the  tlirealened  blow.  Rut  one  course  was  left  the  Exccalive.  act 
witbiii  the  liintls  of  its  cmi.stitutiona]  coinpctciicy,  and  thai  wus  to  pro- 
t«3t  in  respectful,  but  at  the  satue  time  strous:  and  decided,  terms  agaitm 
it.  The  war  thus  threatened  to  be  renewed  was  promulgated  by  edicts 
and  decrees,  which  ordered  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicar^  military  the  desola- 
tion  of  whole  tracts  of  country  and  the  destruction  without  discriminatioo 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions  of  existence.  Over  the  matiacr  of  con- 
ducting war  Mexico  possesses  no  exclusive  control.  She  lias  iio  right 
to  violate  at  pleasure  the  principles  wliich  an  enligliteued  dvilizatioa 
has  laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  nations  at  war,  and  thereby  retrograde 
to  a  period  of  barbarism,  which  happily  for  the  world  has  long  since 
passed  away.  All  nations  are  interested  in  enforcing  an  observance 
of  those  principles,  and  the  United  States,  the  oldest  of  the  American 
Republics  and  the  nearest  of  the  ci\*i!izcd  powers  to  the  theater  on 
which  these  enormities  were  proposed  to  be  euucted.  could  not  quietly 
content  themselves  to  witness  such  a  state  of  things.  They  had  through 
the  Executive  on  another  occasion,  and.  as  was  believed,  with  the  oppro- 
bation  of  the  whole  country,  remoustmted  against  outrages  similar  but 
even  less  iuhuinan  than  those  which  by  her  new  edicts  and  decrees  she 
has  threatened  to  perpetrate,  and  of  which  the  late  inhuman  massacre 
at  Tabasco  was  but  the  precursor. 

The  bloody  and  inhuman  murder  of  Fannin  and  his  companions, 
equaled  ouly  iu  savage  barbarity  by  the  usages  of  the  untutored  luUian 
tribes,  proved  how  little  confidence  could  be  placed  on  the  most  solema 
stipulations  of  her  generals,  while  the  fate  of  others  who  became  her 
captives  in  war — many  of  whom,  no  longer  able  to  sustain  the  fatigues 
and  privations  of  long  journeys,  were  shot  down  by  the  wayside,  while 
their  companions  who  survived  were  subjected  to  sufferings  even  more 
painful  than  death — had  left  an  indelible  stain  on  the  page  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  £xecuti\'e,  with  the  e\idcncc  of  an  intention  on  the  port  of 
Mexico  to  renew  scenes  so  revolting  to  humanity,  could  do  no  less  than 
renew  renioustrauces  formerly  urged.  For  fulfilling  duties  so  imperative 
Mexico  has  thought  proper,  through  her  accredited  organs,  because  she 
has  had  represented  to  her  the  inhumanity  of  such  p.."oceeding3.  to  indtilge 
in  language  unknown  to  the  courtesy  of  diplomatic  inteicoiuse  and  offen- 
si^-e  in  the  highest  degree  to  this  Govemmeut  and  people.  Nor  has  she 
offendad  in  this  ouly.  She  has  not  ouly  violated  existing  conventions 
between  the  two  countries  by  arbitrary  and  unjust  decrees  against  our 
trade  and  intercourse,  but  mthliolds  installments  of  debt  due  toour  citi- 
zens wbicli  she  solemnly  pledged  herself  to  pay  under  circumstances 
which  are  fully  explained  by  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr.  Green, 
our  aecrctary  of  legation.  And  when  our  minister  has  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  her  Government  to  wrongs  committed  by  her  local  authorities,  not 
only  on  tbe  property  but  on  the  perBons  of  our  fellow -cilizeiis  engaged 
in  prosecuting  fair  and  boueet  pursuits,  she  has  added  insult  to  injury 
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by  cot  even  deigning  for  montlis  together  to  return  m  answer  to  his 
representaliODs.  Still  further  to  manifest  her  unfriendly  feelings  toward 
the  United  States,  she  has  issued  decrees  expelling  from  some  of  her 
Provinces  American  citizens  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life, 
and  now  denies  to  those  of  our  citizens  prosecuting  the  whale  fishery  on 
the  northwest  const  of  the  Pacific  the  privilege,  which  has  throuifh  all 
time  beretofore  been  accorded  to  them,  of  cxchanKinj:  goods  of  a  small 
amount  in  value  at  her  ports  in  California  for  supplies  indispensable  to 
their  health  and  comfort. 

Nor  will  it  escape  the  observation  of  Congress  that  in  conducting  a  cor- 
fespondence  with  a  minister  of  the  United  States,  who  can  not  and  docs 
not  know  any  distinction  between  the  geographical  sections  of  the  ■Union, 
charges  wholly  unfounded  arc  made  against  particular  States,  and  an 
appeal  to  others  for  aid  and  protection  against  supposed  wrongs.  In  this 
same  connection,  sectional  prejudices  are  attempted  to  be  excited  and  the 
hazurdou^i  and  unpardonable  effort  is  made  to  foment  divisions  amougst 
the  States  of  the  Union  and  thereby  imbitter  thdr  peace.  Mexico  lias 
still  to  learn  that  however  freelj'  we  may  indulge  in  discusMon  amoug 
ourselves,  the  American  people  will  tolerate  no  Interference  in  their 
domestic  aJffairs  by  any  foreign  government,  and  in  all  that  concerns 
llie  constitutional  guaranties  aud  the  u3t:oua.l  honor  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  but  oac  mind  and  one  heart. 

The  snbject  of  annexation  addresses  itself,  most  fortunately,  to  every 
portion  of  the  Union.  The  Executive  would  have  been  unmindful  of  its 
highest  obligations  if  it  could  have  adopted  a  course  of  policy  dictated  by 
sectional  interests  and  local  feelings.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  because 
the  question  was  neither  local  nor  sectional,  but  made  its  appeal  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  Union,  and  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  that 
the  negotiatiou,  and  finally  the  treaty  of  annexation,  was  entered  into; 
and  it  has  afforded  me  uo  ordinary  pleasure  to  perceive  that  so  far  as 
demoustrations  have  been  made  upon  it  by  the  people  they  have  pro- 
ceeded from  all  portions  of  the  UuLon.  Mexico  may  seek,  to  excite 
divisions  amougst  us  by  uttering  unjust  denunciations  against  particu- 
lar States,  but  when  she  comes  to  kumv  that  the  invitations  addressed 
to  our  feltow-dtizens  by  Spain,  and  afterwards  by  herself,  to  settle 
Texas  were  accepted  by  emigrants  from  alt  the  States,  and  when,  in 
addition  to  this,  slie  refreshes  her  recollection  with  the  fact  that  the  first 
effort  which  was  made  to  acquire  Texas  was  during  the  Administration 
of  a  distinguished  citizen  from  an  Eastern  State,  which  was  afterwards 
renewed  under  the  auspices  of  a  President  from  the  Southwest,  she  will 
awake  to  a  knowledge  of  the  futilily  of  her  present  purpose  of  sowing 
dissensions  among  us  or  producing  distraction  in  our  councils  by  attacks 
either  ou  particular  States  or  on  persons  who  are  now  in  the  retirement 
of  private  life. 

Considering  the  appeal  which  she  now  makes  to  eminent  citizens  by 
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name,  can  shtr  bope  to  escape  censure  for  ha^-iug  ascribed  to  them,  as  wdl 
as  to  others,  a  dc^pii.  as  she  pretctiils  now  for  the  first  time  revealed,  of 
having  orif^nated  negotiations  to  despoil  her  b>-  daplicity  and  falsehood 
of  a  portion  of  her  territory?  The  opinion  then,  as  now,  prevailed  with 
the Executi\-e  that  the  annexation  nf  Texas  to  theUnion  wasamaiterof 
vast  importance.  In  order  to  act|uire  that  territory  lx^fo^c  it  had  assumed 
a  position  among  the  independent  powers  of  the  cartli,  propositions  were 
made  to  Mexico  for  a  cession  of  it  to  the  United  States.  Mexico  saw  in 
these  proceeilings  at  the  time  no  cause  of  complaint.  Slie  is  now.  when 
simply  reminded  of  thcra,  awakened  to  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  which 
she.  through  her  secretary  of  state,  promulgates  to  the  whole  world  as 
true,  that  those  negotiations  were  founded  in  deception  ami  fahwhood 
and  superinduced  by  unjiwt  and  iniquitous  moti\'cs.  While  Texas  was 
a  depcndeno'  of  Mexico  the  United  States  opened  negotiations  \nth  the 
latter  power  for  the  cession  of  her  then  acknowledged  territorj',  and  now 
thatTexas  is  independent  of  Mexico  and  has  maintained  a  .wparate  exist- 
ence for  nine  years,  during  which  lime  she  has  been  received  into  the 
family  of  nations  and  is  represented  by  accredited  ambassadors  at  tnany 
of  the  principal  Courts  of  Europe,  and  when  it  has  become  ob%-ious  to  the 
whoIeworIdth.it  she  is  forever  lost  to  Mexico,  the  United  States  is  charged 
with  deception  and  falsehood  in  all  relating  to  the  past,  and  coudemnatory 
accnsations  are  made  against  States  which  have  had  no  special  agency  tn 
the  matter,  because  the  Executive  of  the  whole  Union  hail  negotiated  wth 
free  and  independent  Texas  upon  a  matter  vitally  important  tu  the  inter- 
ests of  both  countries;  and  after  nine  years  of  unavailing  war  Mexico 
DOW  announces  her  intetition,  through  her  secretar>'  of  foreign  aSalrs, 
never  to  consent  to  the  intlependence  of  Texas  or  to  abandon  the  effort 
to  reconquer  that  Republic.  She  thus  announces  a  perpetual  claim, 
which  at  the  end  of  a  centtir>-  will  furnish  her  as  plausible  a  ground  for 
discontent  against  any  nation  which  at  the  end  of  that  time  may  enter  into 
a  treaty  witli  Texas  as  she  posisesscs  at  this  moment  againi^t  the  United 
States.  The  lapse  of  time  can  add  nothing  to  her  title  to  independence. 
A  course  of  conduct  such  as  has  been  described  on  the  part  of  Mexico. 
in  violation  of  all  friendly  feeling  and  of  the  courtesy  which  should  cfaar- 
acterize  the  intercourse  between  the  nations  of  the  earth,  might  well 
justify  the  United  States  in  a  resort  to  any  measures  to  vindicate  tbor 
national  honor;  but,  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  general 
peace,  and  in  view  of  the  present  condition  of  Mexico,  the  £xecuti\-e, 
resting  upon  Its  tutegrity,  and  not  fearing  but  that  tbe  judgment  of  the 
n-orld  will  duly  af^reciate  its  motives,  abstains  from  reco:nmending  to 
Congress  a  resort  to  measures  of  redress  and  contents  itself  with  rcurging 
upon  that  body  prompt  and  immediate  action  on  the  subject  of  annexa- 
tion. By  adopting  that  measure  the  United  States  will  be  in  the  exercise 
of  an  imdoubted  right;  and  if  Uexioo,  not  regarding  tbcir  forbeannce, 
sluill  aggravate  the  injustice  of  her  conduct  by  a  declaration  of  war 
again&t  tbem,  upon  her  head  will  rest  all  llie  responsibility. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


John  Tyler 
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Washington.  December  23,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  0/ tht  UuUei  Statei: 

The  messeugiM  wliu  lately  bore  to  Berlin  the  ratified  copy  of  tlie  con* 
vention  for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubainc  and  taxes  on  emi- 
^ation  betTveen  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Grand  Dtichy  of 
Hiisse.  has  just  rctuniod  to  Wasliiugton,  bearing  with  him  the  exchange 
copy  of  said  convctilion.  ft  appears  that  tlie  exchange  of  ratifications 
did  not  taie  place  until  the  16th  day  of  October,  twenty  days  after  the 
period  fixed  by  the  convention  itself  for  that  pttrpose.  This  informality, 
which  it  would  seem  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  from  Berlin  of  the 
plenipotenliar)'  from  Uesse  and  by  the  time  necessarily  required  for 
tbc  preparation  of  the  doctuneut,  has  been  waived  by  the  rcpnrscntative 
of  that  Government, 
This  snbject  is  now  submitted  fw  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
^^m  JOHN  T^'LER. 

r 


Washington,  Deeember  aj,  1844. 
Tb  {he  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary'  of  State,  accompanied 
by  copies  of  the  correspondence  *  asked  for  by  your  resolution  of  the  1 2th 


instant. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  January  e,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  a  letterf  from  Mr.  Raymond,  secretary  of  legation  and  chargft 
d'affaires  ati  interim  of  tbc  Republic  of  Texas,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's 
resolution  of  the  i6th  December  lost.  TOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  ya»i«iry  r.  184$. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

In  answer  to  your  resolution  of  the  tgth  December  last,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  letter;!  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  j^pj^  ^.^lEr 

Washington,  January  9,  tSfS- 
•  Tb  tJu  House  of  RepretenlaHva: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  June  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers.g  ^^^^  TYLER. 

•Bitf«cUfroRi(l>cln>tc4H><>n>otthcnriiBr1aieiitt>f8Cat«tot1l«Clllt«dSUtc«taltil(terloFnti<« 

irlltlvr  to  VM  propowd  anncsatioii  ol  Tcxu,  etc. 
f  Rctnllng  tolbc  publkdebt  aail  pubtk  landiof  th«  XFjiahUe  of  Trxu 

ITruumtniiicci^ilcaaf  traUaUtimaUieKcpublicorTczuaudamlBtlUIamiul  9nxt. 
I  Copy  si  (be  ini>li<r(.iioi>9  1.1  Ccotxe  V>'.  BrvioK  vb>od  bu  appointaical  M  iBiillstU  lo  SJmId  IB 

■(■4  aad  dnrlDi  bia  aiiaaion  In  tbat  C«ai1. 
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Washington,  January  p.  i8^. 


T6  t/u  StnaU  of  Ou  UniUd  SlaUs: 

I  transmit  lierewUh  addilioual  documents  having  relation  to  the  treaty 
with  Cbia3,  which  may  euahle  the  Senate  more  satisfactorily  to  act 

"P°°*'-  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washiwcston,  January  22,  iSfS- 
To  ike  Senate  and  ITemse  of  Repreientatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  commimicate  herewith  an  abstract  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Chinese  Krapire  concluded  at  Wang-Hiya  on 
the  3d  of  July  last,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  on  the  16th  instant,  and 
which,  having  also  been  ratified  by  the  Emperor  of  China,  now  awaits 
only  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  in  China,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  special  mission  authorized  by  Congress  for  this  purpose 
has  fully  succeeded  in  the  accomplishment  so  far  of  the  great  objectji  for 
which  it  was  appointed,  and  in  placing  our  rclati(»is  with  China  on  a 
new  footing  eminently  favorable  to  the  ocaomerce  and  other  interests  of 
the  United  States. 

Id  ^-iew  of  the  magnitude  and  iniportanoe  of  oar  national  concerns, 
actual  and  prospective,  in  China,  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  preservation  and  cidtivation 
of  the  subsisting  rcktious  of  amity  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Chinese  Govemmcnt.  cither  by  means  of  a  [jcrniuncnt  minister  or  com- 
missioner with  diplomatic  functions,  as  in  the  case  of  certaia  of  tile 
Mohammedan  Statei.  It  appears  by  one  of  the  extracts  annexed  that 
the  establishment  of  the  British  Government  in  China  couHsts  both  of 
a  plenipotentiary  and  also  of  paid  consuls  for  all  the  five  ports,  odc  of 
whom  has  the  title  and  exercises  the  functions  of  consul-general;  and 
France  has  also  a  salaried  consul-general,  and  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  seem  in  like  manner  to  call  for  some  representative  la  China  of  a 
higher  class  than  an  ordinar>'  commercial  consulate. 

I  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing some  special  provision  by  law  for  '.he  security  of  the  iudcpendent  and 
honorable  position  which  the  treaty  of  Wang-Hiya  confers  on  citizens  of 
the  United  States  residing  or  doing  business  in  China.  By  the  twenty- 
first  and  twenty-fifth  articles  of  the  treaty  (copies  of  which  an:  subjoined 
in  extenso)  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  China  arc  wholly  exempted, 
as  well  in  criminal  as  in  ci\-il  matters,  from  the  local  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chinese  Government  and  made  amenable  to  the  law.s  and  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  appropriate  authorities  of  the  United  States  alone. 
Some  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  seems  desirable  in  order  to  give  full 
effect  to  these  important  concessions  of  llie  Chinese  Government. 

JOII.V  TYLER. 
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Washingtov,  January  39.  1843, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Repreientaliver  of  (he  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
I  transmit  herewith  acopy  of  certain  reaolutions*  adopted  by  the  general 


assembly  of  that  State. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  February  3,  tS4S. 
[  To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ad  ultimo,  calling  for 
{nformation  in  reference  to  the  indemnities  stipulated  to  lie  paid  pursuant 
to  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic of  the  ^otb  of  January,  18+3,  I  transuiil  herewith  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  and  the  docimients  which 
accompanied  them.  j^^jj  t\XER. 

Washington.  February  j,  184$, 
Tff  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 

ultimo,  requesting  information  upon  the  subject  of  erobez element  of 

public  money,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary*  of  State. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Fehntary  j,  164^. 
'  To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
l6th  ultimo,  calling  for  infomiattDn  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  for  copies  of  treaties  between  that  Repub- 
lic and  other  powers.  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  iL 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WaSHIKGTON,  February  4.  rSfS- 
To  the  Senate  of  tie  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  December,  I 
herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of  Silas  Reed ,  principal  surveyor  of  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois, together  with  all  the  complaints  against  htm  and  all  the  evidence 
taken  in  relation  thereto.  I  did  not  consider  the  irregularities  into  which 
the  sur\*eyor-gencral  had  fallen,  as  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  indace  his 
dismissal  from  office  at  the  time  that  the  papers  reached  me,  having  become 
convinced,  upon  inquiry  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
of  the  ability,  efficiency,  and  fidelity'  of  the  surveyor-general  in  all  things 

'Aikias  Uic  puUtcattva  uaA  diftHbulioo  of  tbc  4cd«l«a>  ol  lh«  Supreme  Coiul«f  tbc  Bnilcd 
8talM. 
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appertaimag  to  bis  office;  but  since  the  passage  of  the  resolation  by  the 
Senate  I  regarded  the  matter  »:» so  augmented  in  importance  as  to  induce 
me  to  refer  the  subject  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  tbe  GeoenJ  Land  ORice 
for  a  miuute  and  thorough  exArntnation.  A  copy  of  the  report  which 
he  has  made,  aud  also  the  defense  of  I>r.  Reed,  accompanies  the  papers. 
It  baa  seemed  to  me  that  tlic  facts  set  forth  by  the  report  exhibit  certain 
irregularilies  which  are  properly  repreheusible,  bat  from  which  neither 
the  sun-eyor-general,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  de^i^'e<l  profit  nor 
the  Government  sustained  loss,  and  which  tlic  reproof  contained  in  the 
Commissioner's  report  will  in  all  futiirc  cases  restrain;  while  the  high 
testimony  borne  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  generally  excellent  dcporl- 
meot  in  office  of  the  snn-cyor- general  has  »eemed  to  nie  to  mark  the  case 
more  as  one  meriting  disapproTol  aud  correctiou  in  future  than  the  se\-eTe 
punishment  of  dismissal.  10UN  TYLHU 

WASntSGTOS.  February  j,  1845. 
To  ike  House  cf  Repreieniatives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transinit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  its 
resolution  of  the  3 1  st  ultimo,  a  reix)rt  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  copies  of  documents*  thereiu  referred  to. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Fehnuay  j,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  loth  of  December 
last,  requesting  further  correspondence  touching  the  rclalious  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


WaSHIHGTON,  February  7,  iS^S- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  f  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 


Senate  of  the  2d  of  January  last. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington.  February  7.  184s. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resoliitiou  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  requesting 
information  relative  to  the  employment  of  Mr.  Duff  Green  in  tlie  service 
of  this  Gcvemraeut,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 


State. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


*CoirMpoBd«ncg  »gl>tlg«  lo  Ihe  niTTBndfrhy  Grwal  Rritafn  of  [ugltiTe  crimlnili  from  inotidK 
tmdertliv  Imty  ot  Wuhingtoti 
t  OC  UnieiuDt  B.  W«ccr  Uallcck,  ol  lh«  Bngiiicct  Conw,  on  tbc  m<«u  «(  u*Uaiial  d«(ciuc 


John  Tyler  2214 

Washington,  February  12,  iS^s- 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexican  Republic,  requested 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth  of  January, 

*^'*4-  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  Febmary  12, 1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Mexican  Republic,  requested  by  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  December,  1843. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington  City,  Febntary  13,  ZS45. 
To  the  Senate  ^  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  Senate,  a 
treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Seminole  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the 
4th  day  of  January  last.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  14,  T845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  certain  documents  connected  with  the  case  of  Silas 
Reed,*  and  which  were  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  packet  of  papers 
which  accompanied  my  message  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  17, 1845. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  30th  of  December  last,  requesting  information  with  reference  to 
indemnities  for  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  ip,  184$. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  December,  1844, 
requesting  the  President  "to  lay  before  the  Senate,  if  in  bis  judgment 

*  Principal  turveyor  or  Uisiouri  aod  Illioola,  officio)  conduct  of. 
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that  may  be  done  without  preindice  to  the  public  interests,  8  copy  of 
any  iustructicras  wlsich  may  have  been  gU-cn  by  the  Exccuti\*c  to  the 
American  minister  in  England  on  the  subject  of  the  title  to  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  Territor>'  of  Oregon  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1841;  also 
s  copy  of  any  correspondence  ts'htcfa  may  have  passed  between  this 
Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  between  either  of  th«  two 
Governments  and  the  minister  of  the  other,  in  relation  to  that  subject 
since  tliat  time,"  1  have  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  as  the  negotiation  is 
still  pending,  tlie  information  sought  for  can  not  be  communicated  withotit 
prejudice  to  tlie  public  scr\-ice. 

1  deem  it,  however,  proper  to  add  tliat  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  discussion,  which  has  been  carried  on  in  a  very  amicable 
spirit  between  the  two  Govcnmients,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  hope 
that  it  may  be  terminated  and  the  negotiation  brought  to  a  close  within 
a  short  period. 

I  have  delayed  answering  the  resolution  under  the  expectation  expressed 
in  my  annual  message  that  the  ncgutiatiuu  would  have  been  tcnniuated 
before  the  c5ose  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  tlut  the  informa- 
tioa  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  might  l>e  communicated. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  30,  t8^. 
n  the  Semite  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  commuuicate  to  the  Senates  report*  from  the  Secretary  ol 
State,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  their  resolution  of  the  17th 


instant. 


JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  Ftbntaty  to,  rS^g, 
To  tie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  cojMes  of  certain 
dispatches  recently  received  from  Mr.  Wise,  our  envoy  estraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Brazil,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade,  developing  the  means  used  and  the  devices  resorted  to  Id 
order  to  evade  existing  enactments  upon  that  subject. 

Anxiously  desirous  as  are  the  United  States  to  suppress  a  traffic  so 
re^'olttug  to  humanity,  in  the  effort-s  to  accomplish  which  the>'  ha\'e  been 
the  pioneers  of  ci\nliEed  states,  it  can  not  hut  be  a  subject  of  the  most 
profound  regret  that  nti^'  portion  of  our  dti/ens  should  be  fotmd  acting 
in  cooperation  with  the  subjects  of  other  powers  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  their  own  Government,  thereby  subjecting  to  siLspicion  and  to 
the  hazard  of  disgrace  the  flag  of  their  own  coi)ntr>-.     It  is  true  that  this 

*  Rdaline  to  ntlriM  from  lb*'  Hdtlali  OafrrnmrDt  lor  Ibc  llltski  oplim  ol  Ibc  diblns  •cttooner 
Atft^  •Dd  oibcr  American  tc»mIi  eaiutd  lo  Ibc  fttbcrlc*.  iisdcr  a  pidrndcd  InliacMMi  at  Uie 
GoavciiiiAii  of  October  ■«,  t>i>. 
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traffic  b  carriefl  on  altogether  in  foreign  parts  and  that  our  own  coasts 
are  free  from  its  pollution;  but  the  crime  remains  the  same  wherever 
perpetrated,  and  there  arc  many  circumstances  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
some  of  oiir  citizens  are  deeply  involved  in  its  guilt.  The  mode  and 
manner  of  carrj'iug  on  this  trade  are  clearly  and  fearlessly  set  forth  in 
tlie  accompanying  documents,  and  it  would  seem  tluit  a  regular  s>'stem 
ha*  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  thwarting  the  policy  and  evading 
the  penalties  of  our  laws.  American  vessels,  with  the  knowledge,  as 
there  arc  gwHl  reasons  to  betin*e.  of  the  owners  and  masters,  are  char- 
tered,  or  rather  purchased,  by  notorious  slave  dealers  in  Brazil,  aided 
by  English  brokers  and  capitahsts,  with  this  intent.  The  vessel  is  only 
nominally  chartered  at  so  much  per  month,  while  in  truth  it  is  actually 
sold,  to  be  delivered  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  the  charter  party  binding  the 
owners  in  the  meantime  to  take  on  bonrd  as  pauengers  a  new  crew  in 
Brazil,  who,  when  delivered  on  the  coast,  arc  to  navigate  her  hack  to  the 
ports  of  Brazil  with  her  cargo  of  slaves.  Under  this  agreement  the  ves- 
sel clears  from  the  United  States  for  some  port  in  Great  Britain,  where 
a  cargo  of  merchandise  known  as  '  'coast  goods, ' '  and  designed  especially 
for  the  African  trade,  is  purchased,  shipped,  and  conagncd,  together 
with  the  vessel  "-ithei  oircctly  to  cne  siavc  Jealer  himself  or  to  his  agents 
or  accom^iUces  in  Brazil.  On  her  arrival  a  new  ^ew  is  put  on  board  as 
pa3S0^en  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  consigned  to  an  equally  guilty  factor 
to  ^cnt  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  unlawful  piupose  originally 
designed  is  finally  consummated.  The  merchandise  is  exchanged  for 
slaves,  the  vessel  is  delivered,  tip.  her  name  obliterated,  her  papers 
destroyed,  her  American  crew  discharged,  to  be  pro\-ided  for  by  the 
charterers,  and  the  new  or  j6ajirtiy*T  crew  put  in  command  to  carry  back 
its  misembte  freight  to  the  first  contrivers  of  the  voyage,  ax  \\iv.\x  employeti 
in  Brazil. 

During  the  whole  progress  of  this  tortaous  enterprise  it  is  possible 
that  neither  the  American  cren'  ori^nally  enlisted  nor  the  passenger 
crew  put  on  board  in  tlic  Brazilian  ports  are  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
voj'age,  and  yet  it  is  on  these  principally,  ignorant  if  not  innocent,  that 
the  penalties  of  the  law  are  iuQicted,  while  the  guilty  contrivers — the 
charterers,  brokers,  owners,  and  masters;  in  sliort.  all  who  are  most 
deeply  concerned  in  the  crime  and  its  rewards — for  the  most  part 
escape  unpunished. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  examinations  which  have  recently  taken  place 
at  Rio  that  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  as  well  as  our  own 
citizens  are  deeply  implicated  in  this  inhuman  traflSc.  British  factors 
and  agents,  while  they  sui>ply  Africa  with  Britisli  fabrics  in  exchange 
for  slaves,  are  chiefly  instmmental  in  the  abuse  of  the  American  fl.Tg; 
and  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wise  (whose  judi> 
cious  and  2eaIouseffufts  in  the  matter  can  not  be  too  highly  commended), 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hamiltoti,  the  British  envoy,  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
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suppressing  tlie  evil,  deserve  your  most  deliberate  consideration,  as  ther 
will  receive,  I  doubt  uot,  that  of  the  British  Go\'emnient. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  consideration  whether  auy  other  measure!!  than 
those  non*  existing  are  iieces&ar>'  to  give  greater  efHcacy  to  the  just  and 
humane  polic>'  of  our  laws,  whicli  already  provide  for  the  restoration 
to  Africa  of  sbves  captiu'ed  at  sea  by  American  cruisers.  From  (itne  to 
time  provJMon  has  been  made  b>'  this  Goveniinent  for  their  comfortable 
sup{>ort  and  maintenance  during  a  limited  period  after  their  restoration, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  (his  liberal  policy  has  not  been 
adopted  by  Great  Britain.  As  it  is,  it  seenis  to  me  tliat  the  policy  it 
has  adopted  is  calculated  rather  to  perpetuate  tlian  to  suppress  tlie  trade 
by  eiilisliug  very  large  interests  in  its  fa\-or.  Merchants  and  capitalUts 
furnish  the  means  of  carrying  it  on;  numufactures,  for  which  the  negroes 
are  exchanged,  arc  the  products  of  her  workshops;  the  slaves,  when  cap- 
tured, instead  of  being  returned  back  to  their  homes  are  tnuiRferred  to 
her  colonial  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  made  the  means  of  su'ell- 
ing  the  amount  of  their  products  by  a  s>'»tera  of  apprenticeship  fora  temi 
of  years:  and  the  officers  and  ctc«-s  who  capture  the  i,-csscls  receive  on 
the  whole  number  of  slaves  so  many  pounds  sterling  per  capita  by  way 
of  bounty. 

It  must  he  obvious  that  while  these  large  interests  arc  enlisted  in  fa\-ar 
of  its  continuance  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  suppress  the 
nefarious  traffic,  and  that  its  results  wonld  be  in  effect  but  a  contintiancc 
of  the  slave  trade  in  another  and  more  cruel  form;  for  it  can  be  but  a 
matter  of  little  difference  to  the  African  whether  he  is  torn  fr<Mn  his 
couulrj-  and  transported  to  the  West  Indies  as  a  slave  in  the  regular 
course  of  the  IraiJe.  or  captured  by  a  cruiser,  transferred  to  the  same 
place,  and  made  to  perform  the  same  labor  under  the  name  of  an  appren- 
tice, ivliich  is  at  present  the  practical  operation  of  the  policy  adopted. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will,  upon 
A  review  of  all  tlie  circumsunces  stated  in  these  dispatches,  adopt  more 
efficient  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  whicli  she  has  so  long 
attempted  to  put  down,  with,  as  yet,  so  little  success,  and  more  coosonant 
with  the  original  policy  of  restoring  the  captured  African  to  his  borne. 

JOHN  TYLER-      , 


TTashtnoton,  Pebmary  7T.  rS^^l 
Tc  tfui  Senaff  of  ike  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  (or  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  navigation,  and  commerce  between 
ihe  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  New  Gratiada.  signed  at  Bogota 
on  tlie  20lh  of  December  last.  A  copy  of  the  papers  on  file  in  the 
Department  of  State  relating  to  the  treaty  is  also  herewith  cotomnni- 
cated,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate.  JOHN  TYLER 


John  Tyler  ^^^P  22ift 

Washinoton",  Fibruary  3t,  184$. 
To  the  S^ate  of  the  United  Sfafes: 

I  herewith  tnmsaiit  to  the  Seijate.  in  answer  to  their  rcsolutitm  of 
the  t4lh  instaiil,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accom- 
panying  papers.*  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  21,  1S4S. 

To  the  Hottse  of  RepresentaHves  of  the  Unittd  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  33d  January  last,  asking 
information  "if  any,  and  what,  officers  of  the  United  .States  have  been 
guilty  of  embezzlement  of  public  money  since  the  19th  August,  1841, 
and,  further,  whether  such  officers  have  been  criminally  prosecuted  for 
such  embezzlement,  and,  if  not.  that  the  reasons  why  Ihey  have  not 
been  so  prosecuted  be  conmiunicated, "  I  herewith  transmit  letters  from 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War.  and  Nav>'  Departments  and  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  from  various  heads  of  bureaus,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  case  of  embezzlement  by  any  person  holding  office 
under  the  CVovcmmcnt  is  known  to  have  occurred  since  the  19th  August, 

1S4 1 .  unless  exceptions  are  to  be  found  in  the  cases  of  the  postmaster  at 
Tompkinsville,  Ky. ,  who  was  instantly  removed  from  office,  and  all 
papers  necessary  for  his  prosecution  were  transmitted  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  and  John  Flanagan,  superintendent  of  lead 
mines  of  the  Upper  Mi5isissippi .  who  was  also  removed,  and  whose  place 
of  residence,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the  head  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau,  has  been,  and  still  is.  unknown.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washinctok.  February  24,  rS^S' 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion concluded  by  the  niinister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin  with  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  dated  on  the  3ist  day  of  Jantiary,  1845,  for  the 
mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d*auhaine  and  taxes  on  emigration  between 
that  Covenunent  and  the  United  States,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
'  from  the  minister  explanatory  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  some. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washtncton.  February  26,  rS^. 
7>  /*^  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  hcrewitli  a  commimication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury*, inclosing  reporti  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
dated  the  35th  instant,  and  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with 
your  resolution  of  the  1 7th  instant,  asking  for  information  relative  to  res- 
ervations of  mineral  lauds  in  the  State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  base  line 
and  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  JOHN  TVLKR. 

'tntliDMionilo  Uon.  Caltb  CuatiitiE.  cominiMioacr  loCbJnauid  «pmy  utnordiiuuy  kod  mla- 
iila  pleaipotentiarr  h>  Itac  Court  <■(  Cbliu.  etc 
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Washington,  February  26,  /^<5. 
Ttf  the  Senate  ef  the  United  States. 

I  hereiivilh  communicate  a  dispatch  recently  recdved.  and  au  extract 

from  one  of  a  prior  date,  from  our  riiiit»tcr  ut  Mfjuco,  which  I  dceui  it 

importaut  to  lay  coufideutiuUy  before  the  Scoale. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  February  x6,  sS4S- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant,  I 
herewith  transmit  the  information*  called  for. 

JOHN^  TYLER. 

Washtngton,  February  s6,  rS^S- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  approval,  an  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  of  extradition  between  the  United  States  and  Krance  of  the 
9th  of  Noveniber,  1843.  It  mil  be  found  to  contain  the  amendments 
suggested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  isth  of  June  last. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  aS,  tSfS- 
To  Ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  its  resolution  of  the  1 7th 

instant,  a  report f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together  i,vith  the  copies 

of  papers  therein  referred  ta  JOHX  TYLER. 


VETO  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  February  20,  iSfS- 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  return  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  revenue  cut 
and  steamers."  with  the  following  objections  to  its  becoming  a  law: 

The  Executive  has  found  it  necessary  and  esteemed  it  important  to 
the  public  interests  to  direct  the  building  of  two  re\*euue  boats,  to  be 
propelled  by  wind  or  steam,  xli  occasion  may  require — the  one  for  the 
coast  of  Georgia  and  the  other  for  Mobile  Bay,  to  be  used  as  dispatch 

*  Opcntloaf  ol  (tic  CDtltd  Bute*  aquBdioa  on  Uie  wol  txmak,  of  AfrlCB.  Ihr  pn>*rt1i,  coadltlofx 
»xA  IttOaencc  oftbe  Amcriota  vo1oni«  tlirre,  and  thrnatutc,  ntODt,aD<l  pregriuaf  tliccouiiDCTCir 
ot  VbK  Coiled  BIbIh  with  [be  Mm«. 

t  Relating  to  redrew  frQBi  Ui«  Bridah  Coveraineiil  for  Ibe  Ill«f>l  «Bp(ur«  of  (lie  6  (Mas  •cbaooer 
At%iu  nD'LolhiM  Amaioui  voimU  «<ui*ced  in  Iht  filberki.  ubiUt  a  prclMidrd  infractioo  of  tbc 
eoDveutioD  *t  October  so,  iSi*. 
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vessels  if  necessary.  The  models  have  been  ftimlshed  hy  the  Navy 
Department  and  side  wheels  have  been  ordered,  as  being  best  tested  and 
least  liable  to  failure.  The  one  boat  is  directed  to  be  built  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  the  other  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  contracts  have  been  regularly 
entered  into  for  their  construction.  The  contractors  have  made  and  are 
making  all  necessary  arrangements  in  procuring  materials  and  sites  for 
building,  etc. ,  and  have  doubtless  been  at  considerable  expense  in  the 
necessary  preparations  for  completing  their  engagements.  It  was  no 
part  of  the  intention  of  the  Senate  in  originating  the  bill,  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, to  violate  the  sanctity  of  contracts  regularly  entered  into  by  the 
Government.  The  language  of  the  act,  nevertheless,  is  of  a  charart^  t6 
produce  in  all  probability  that  effect.  Its  language  is  "that  no  reventie 
cutter  or  revenue  steamer  shall  hereafter  be  built  {excepting  such  as  are 
now  in  the  course  of  building  or  equipment)  nor  purchased  unless  an  appro- 
priation be  first  made  by  law  therefor. ' '  The  building  of  the  two  cutters 
under  contract  can  not  be  said  properly  to  have  commenced,  although 
preparations  have  been  made  for  building;  but  even  if  the  construction 
be  ambiguous,  it  is  better  that  all  ambiguity  should  be  removed  and  thus 
the  hazard  of  violating  the  pledged  faith  of  the  coimtry  be  removed  along 
with  it. 

I  am  free  to  confess  that,  existing  contracts  being  guarded  and  pro- 
tected* the  law  to  operate  in  future  would  be  regarded  as  both  proper 
and  wise. 

With  these  objections,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated for  its  final  constitutional  action.  JOHN  TVLER. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[Pram  Senate  Journal,  Twentjr-elghUi  Congress,  second  session,  p.  *7I.l 

Washington,  January  S,  184s- 
To  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

Sir:  Objec-ts  interesting  to  the  United  States  requiring  that  the  Senate 
should  be  in  session  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  March  next,  to  receive  and 
act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  tne 
Executive,  your  attendance  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  this  city,  on  that 
day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  accordingly  requested. 

JOHN  TYLER- 
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QUESTIONS. 

1.  What  is  the  duty  of  the  President  in  case  of  an  insurrection 

within  a  State?    Page  213S. 

2.  What   European  nations   protested   against  annexation   of 

Texas  to  the  United  States?    Page  2179. 

3.  What  States  asked  Congress  to  publish  and  distribute  the 

decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court?    Pages  2130,  2212. 

4.  What  were  the  President's  recommendations  as  to  the  estab- 

lishment of  a  line  of  foreign  mail  steamships?    Page  2203. 

5.  What  are  the  principles  of  this  Government  respecting  the 

rights  of  search  and  the  immunity  of  flags?    Pages  2048, 
2069. 

6.  What  American  naval  captain  took  possession  of  Monterey, 

Mexico,  without  authority?    Page  2081. 

7.  What  two  Cabinet  officers  were  killed  by  an  accidental  ex- 

plosion of  a  ^n  on  a  war  vessel?    Page  2132. 

8.  What  were  the  President's  recommendations  as  to  the  estab- 

lishment of  a  navy  yard  on  the  Mississippi?    Page  2132. 

g.     What  are  some  of  the  advantages  of  trade  with  China? 
Page  2066. 

10.     What  important  Germanic  confederation  was  established  in 
1833?     Page  2113.- 
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POLK 

James  K.  Polk  will  be  remembered  for  the  war  that  he  did  not  fight 
as  much  as  for  the  war  he  made  against  Mexico.  The  prominent  issues 
presented  in  the  famous  Presidential  campaign  between  Polk  and  Clay 
were  the  Texas  and  Oregon  questions.  Clay,  who  had  always  been  a 
compromise  man,  occupied  a  compromise  position  in  the  campaign.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  provided  it  could  be  done 
without  a  war  with  Mexico,  but  probably  a  majority  of  his  party  did 
not  go  even  that  far.  On  the  other  hand  Polk  was  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  immediate  annexation  of  Texas  and  of  the  acquisition  of  the  whole 
of  Oregon  up  to  54**  40"  north  latitude,  and  was  in  favor  of  war  in 
both  cases,  if  necessary  to  accomplish  these  results.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  one  of  the  campaign  slogans  was  "Fifty-Four  Forty  or 
Fight."  The  result  of  such  a  campaign  was  170  electoral  votes  for  folk 
and  only  105  for  Clay. 

Polk  in  his  inaugural  address  commended  the  late  action  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  Texas,  providing  for  the  introduction  of  the  Republic  into 
the  Federal  Union  as  a  separate  State,  and  strongly  asserted  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  whole  of  Oregon,  regardless  of  the  claim  of 
Great  Britain,  and  intimated  his  intention  to  maintain  it  by  force  if 
necessary.  Texas  was  promptly  admitted  into  the  Union,  which  resulted 
in  the  breaking  ofiF  of  diplomatic  relations  between  this  Republic  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  Mexico  having  never  recognized  tlie  independence 
of  Texas,  and  still  claiming  that  territory  as  belonging  to  her  dominion. 
The  Mexican  War  followed,  which  was  prosecuted  not  only  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  status  of  Texas,  but  even  to  a  war  of  conquest.  The 
war  was  pushed  until  the  flag  of  the  United  States  floated  over  the 
Mexican  capital,  and  the  immense  territory  from  New  Mexico  to  Ore- 
gon west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  excluding  the  Louisiana  purchase 
acquired  by  Jefferson,  was  taken  as  a  war  indemnity  by  the  peace  of 
Guadaloupe  Hidalgo. 

Thus  while  Polk,  as  a  result  of  the  war,  was  acquiring  most  valuable 
and  important  territory  in  the  South  and  Southwest,  and  in  this  respect 
going  even  further  than  his  campaign  promises  and  pledges,  yet  he  was 
pursuing  an  entirely  different,  just  the  opposite  course  in  fact,  with 
reference  to  the  other  important  question  of  the  memorable  campaign 
which  won  him  the  Presidency,  with  reference  to  Oregon  and  the  North- 
west. President  Polk  unfortunately  surrendered  and  compromised  away 
the  rights  and  contention  of  the  United  States.  All  of  Oregon  north 
of  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude  was  quietly  and  peaceably 
surrendered. 
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If  the  public  had  net  had  its  attention  so  sharpl)-  drawn  to  the  great 
acquisitions  iti  the  South  and  Southwest,  as  a  result  of  the  Mt:xicani 
War,  Polk  and  his  administration  would  have  met  overwhelming  con- 
demnation for  the  snrren<Ier  of  the  Northwest. 

So  President  Polk  will  be  remembcrcfl  not  only  for  the  war  that  bej 
did  fight  and  the  great  and  valuable  territory  acquired  as  a  result  of  hi 
but  will  each  year,  as  time  yocs  on.  be  renicnibcrcd  more  and  more  for' 
the  war  lliat  he  did  not  fight  and  llie  territory  he  did  not  acquire,  or 
rather  fight  to  hold.  ■ 

Even  at  this  day  it  is  hard  to  tcU  whether  or  not  future  generations 
will  fully  justify  Mr.  I'olk  as  a  man  who  did  the  true,  wise,  and  great 
thing  in  perpetrating  the  war  with  Mexico  and  afterward  pushing  it  to 
a  war  of  conquest.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  cle:ir  th.it  future  genera- 
tions will  lilamc  Mr.  Polk  more  and  more  for  his  needless  surrender  of 
the  Oregon  territory  between  the  forty-ninth  degree  and  fifty-four  forty. 

Polk  will  also  be  remembered  as  a  Jeffcrsonian  Democrat.  In  his 
mode  of  life  he  was  plain;  in  his  dealings  and  speech,  straightforward 
and  honest.  In  his  convictions  he  was  strong  and  preferred  rather  to 
stand  for  the  right  as  he  saw  it  than  to  curry  popular  favor  as  a  trimmer. 
He  stood  for  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  held  that 
great  compact  in  the  utmost  reverence.  He  was  a  friend  and  follower 
of  Jackson,  and  his  career  resembles  that  of  the  great  Democrat  in 
many  ways.  An  honest  man  and  of  humble  parentage,  he  arose  from 
obscurity  to  the  highest  station  in  the  gift  of  the  American  people.  Like 
Jackson  he  .stood  unalterably  opposed  to  the  National  llank  which 
monopolists  of  his  day  were  trying  to  fasten  on  the  American  people. 
As  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the  Mouse,  and 
later  as  Speaker  of  the  sams  body,  and  as  Governor  of  tlic  State  of 
Tennessee,  his  course  calls  for  little  adverse  comment,  and  for  general  _ 
commendation.  f 

However  historinns  and  posterity  may  differ  about  his  course  as 
President  with  reference  to  the  two  great  questions  before  him  for 
solution,  no  man  will  question  that  Polk  believed  he  was  right  in  the 
course  that  he  pursued,  and  ever  and  anon  the  inimortnl  words  of 
the  great  Kcntuckian,  whom  Polk  defeated  for  the  Presidency,  will 
recur  to  the  impartial  student  of  history:  "I  would  rather  be  right 
than  be  President."  M 


2220-D 


«« 


SARAH  ("HIl.DRESS  POLK 


Sarah  Childress,  of  Tennessee,  when  nine- 
teen years  old  married  James  Knox  Polk,  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  The 
next  year  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  continuing 
fourteen  sessions  in  Washington,  and  Mrs.  Polk 
held  a  high  social  position  there  owing  to  her 
courteous  manners,  dignity  and  many  accomplish- 
ments. When  she  returned  to  Washington  as  the 
wife  of  the  President,  having  no  children,  she 
devoted  herself  exclusively  to  her  duties  in  that 
position.  At  her  weekly  receptions  the  custom  of 
serving  refreshments  to  guests  was  abolished.  As 
she  was  a  strict  Presbyterian,  dancing  also  was 
forbidden;  nevertheless,  she  was  very  popular. 
She  was  a  handsome  woman  of  the  Spanish  type, 
dressed  with  refined  and  elegant  taste,  and  was 
noted  as  a  conversationalist,  beside  realizing 
keenly  the  obligations  of  her  station.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  over  forty  years,  living  at 
"Polk  Place,"  Nashville,  the  home  they  had  hoped 
to  share  in  old  age. 


James  K.  Polk 


James  Knox  Polk  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C,  Novem- 
ber 2,  1795.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Polk,  a  farmer,  whose  father, 
Ezekiel,  and  his  brother,  Colonel  Thomas  Polk,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  were  sons  of  Robert  Polk  (or 
Pollock),  who  was  bom  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  America.  His 
mother  was  Jane,  daughter  of  James  Knox,  a  resident  of  Iredell  County, 
N.  C. ,  and  a  captain  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  His  father  removed 
to  Tennessee  in  the  auttmin  of  i8o6,  and  settled  in  the  valley  of  Duck 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Tennessee,  in  a  sect'on  that  was  erected  the 
following  year  into  the  county  of  Maury;  he  died  in  1827,  James  was 
brought  up  on  the  farm;  was  inchned  to  study,  and  was  fond  of  reading. 
He  was  sent  to  school,  and  had  succeeded  in  mastering  the  English 
branches  when  ill  health  compelled  his  removal.  Was  then  placed  with 
a  merchant,  but,  having  a  strong  dislike  to  commercial  pursuits,  soon 
returned  home,  and  in  July,  1813,  was  given  in  charge  of  a  private 
tutor.  In  1815  entered  the  sophomore  class  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  As  a  student  he  was  correct,  punctual,  and  industrious.  At 
his  graduation  in  i8i8  he  was  oSBdally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best 
scholar  in  both  the  classics  and  mathematics,  and  dehvered  the  Latin 
salutatory.  In  1847  the  university  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
I,L.  D.  In  1819  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Felix  Grundy,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  Tennessee  bar.  While  pursuing  his  legal  studies  he 
attracted  the  attention  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  an  intimacy  was  thus 
begun  between  the  two  men.  In  1820  Mr.  Polk  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  established  himself  at  Columbia,  the  county  seat  of  Maury 
Coimty.  He  attained  immediate  success,  his  career  at  the  bar  only 
ending  with  his  election  to  the  governorship  of  Tennessee  in  1839. 
Brought  up  as  a  Jeffersonian  and  early  taking  an  interest  in  politics, 
he  was  frequently  heard  in  public  as  an  exponent  of  the  views  of  his 
party.  His  style  of  oratory  was  so  popular  that  his  services  soon  came 
to  be  in  great  demand,  and  he  was  not  long  in  earning  the  title  of  the 
•'Napoleon  of  the  Stump."  His  first  public  emplo3Tnent  was  that  of 
principal  clerk  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  In  1823  was 
elected  a  member  of  that  body.     In  January,  1824,  he  married  Sarah, 
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daughter  of  Joel  Childress,  a  mcrcliant  of  Rutherford  Counly,  Tenn. 
In  August,   1825.  he  was  elected  to  CoiigrvaN  from   the  Duck   River 

district,  ami  rcclTCtcd  at  c\'cry  ^uccc«iinK  clcttion  till  1839.  when  he 
withdrew  from  the  contest  to  become  a  cinriidate  for  gowmor.  With 
one  or  two  exceptions,  he  was  the  youngest  member  o(  the  Niaeteenth 
Congress.  He  was  jiromiuently  connected  with  every  leading  question, 
and  upon  all  he  struck  what  proved  to  be  the  keynote  for  the  action  of 
bis  party.  His  maiden  speech  was  in  defense  of  the  proposed  aineod* 
uient  to  the  Cou:ttitutiou  giving  the  choice  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  directly  to  the  people.  U  at  once  placed  him  in  the  frunt 
rank  of  Congressional  debaters.  He  opposed  the  appropriation  for  the 
Panama  mission,  asked  for  by  Piesidcnt  Adams,  contending  that  such 
action  would  tetid  to  involve  the  United  States  in  a  war  with  Spain 
aud  establish  an  unfortunate  precedent.  In  December,  1837,  he  was 
placed  on  the  Committee  on  Fureign  A0airs.  and  afterwards  was  also 
appointed  chairman  of  the  select  comciiltce  to  which  was  referred  tha" 
portion  of  Presideut  Adams's  message  calling  attention  to  the  probable 
Accumulation  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  after  the  anticipated  extin- 
guishment of  the  national  debt.  A.^  the  head  of  the  latter  committee 
he  made  a  report  den>'ing  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  collect 
from  the  people  for  distribution  a  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Ckw- 
emnient.  and  maintaining  that  the  revenue  should  be  reduced  to  the 
requirements  of  the  pubUc  service.  During  the  whole  period  of  Prea- 
dent  Jacksoii's  Admiuistmtion  he  was  one  of  its  leading  supporiers,  and  at 
times  its  chief  reliance,  liarly  in  1833,  as  a  member  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  he  made  a  minority  report  unfavorable  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  During  the  entire  contest  between  the  bank  and 
President  Jackson,  caused  by  the  remo\-al  of  the  depusits  in  Octob«a-. 
1853,  Mr.  Polk,  as  chairman  of  the  Wa>'s  aud  Means  Committee,  sup- 
ported the  Executive.  He  was  elected  Speaktr  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seutatives  in  December,  1835,  and  held  that  ofBce  till  1S39.  It  was  his 
fortune  to  preside  over  the  House  at  a  period  when  party  feelings  were 
excited  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during 
the  first  Session  more  appeals  were  taken  from  his  decisions  than  were 
ever  known  before,  he  was  uniformly  sustained  b>-  the  House,  and 
frequently  by  leading  members  of  the  Whig  party.  He  gave  to  the 
Administration  of  Martin  Van  Bureu  the  same  tmhesitatiug  support 
be' hod  accorded  to  that  of  President  Jackson.  On  leaving  Congress 
he  became  the  candidate  of  the  Democrat'*  of  Tennes.see  for  go\-emor, 
and  was  elected  by  over  2,500  majority.  He  was  an  umiuccessful  caudi- 
date  for  governor  again  in  1841  and  1843.  In  t839  he  was  nominated  by 
the  legislatiues  of  Tennessee  and  other  States  for  Vice-President  of  tbe 
United  States,  but  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  was  the  cboice 
of  the  great  body  of  tbe  Democratic  party,  and  was  accordingly  nomi- 
nated.    On  May  97,  1844,  Mr.  Folk  was  nominated  for  President  of  the 
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United  Stales  by  ihe  national  Democratic  convention  at  Baltimore,  and 
OD  November  12  was  elected,  receiving  about  40,000  majority  on  the  pop- 
ular vote,  and  170  electoral  votes  to  105  that  were  cast  for  Henry  Clay. 
He  was  inaugurated  March  4,  1845.  Amon^  the  important  events  of  his 
Administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  United  States  Naval  Acad- 
emy; the  consummatioa  of  the  annexation  c^  Texas;  the  admission  of 
Texas,  lown.  and  Wisconsin  as  States;  the  war  with  Mexico,  resulting 
in  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which  the  Vnited  States  acquired  New  Mexico 
and  Upper  California;  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  settling  the  Oregon 
boundary;  the  establishment  of  the  "warehouse  system;"  the  reenact* 
ment  of  the  independent-treastiry  system;  the  passage  kA  the  act  establish* 
ing  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  the  treaty  with  New  Granada,  the  thirty- 
fifth  article  of  which  secured  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  right  of 
way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama;  and  the  creation  of  the  Department 
of  the  Interior.  He  dechned  to  become  a  candidate  for  reelection,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  term  retired  to  his  home  iu  Nashville.  He  died 
June  15,  1849.  and  was  buried  at  Polk  Place,  in  Nashville.  September 
ig,  1893,  the  remains  were  removed  by  the  State  to  Capitol  Square. 


INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


>w-CmzHNS:  Without  solicitation  on  my  part,  I  ha\'e  been  dio- 
sen  by  the  free  and  voluntary  suffrages  of  my  countrymen  to  the  most 
honorable  and  moat  re^»on^blc  office  on  earth.  I  am  deeply  impressed 
with  gratitude  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me.  Honored  with  this 
distinguished  consideration  at  an  earlier  period  of  life  than  any  of  my 
predecessors,  I  can  not  disguise  the  diffidence  with  which  I  am  about 
to  enter  on  the  di-tcharge  of  my  official  duties. 

If  the  more  aged  and  experienced  men  who  have  filled  the  office  of 
Preadcnt  of  the  United  States  even  in  the  infancy  of  the  Republic  d»s- 
tru-sted  their  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  exalted  station,  what 
ought  not  to  be  the  appreheusions  of  one  so  much  younger  and  less 
endowed  now  that  our  domain  extends  from  ocean  to  ocean,  that  our 
people  have  so  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  and  at  a  time  when  so  great 
diversitj'  of  opinion  prevails  in  regard  to  the  principles  and  poUcy  which 
should  characterize  the  administration  of  our  Government?  Well  may 
the  boldest  fear  and  the  wisest  tremble  when  incurriug  responsibilities 
on  which  may  depend  our  countrj-'s  peace  and  prosperity,  aud  in  some 
degree  the  hopes  and  happiness  of  the  whole  bumau  family. 

In  asstuuing  responsibilities  so  \-ast  I  fervently  invoke  the  aid  of  that 
Ahnighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe  in  whose  hands  are  tht-  destinins  of 
nations  and  of  men  to  guard  this  I  leaven-favored  land  against  the  mis- 
cbiefs  which  without  His  guidance  might  arise  from  an  unwise  public 
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policy.  With  a  firm  relinnce  upon  the  wisdom  of  Ommpotence  to  stu- 
tain  and  direct  me  in  the  path  of  diitywhich  I  am  apijointed  to  pursue, 
I  stand  in  the  presence  of  this  a&scmblcd  mtiltitudt:  of  my  comitr>'mcn 
to  take  upon  myself  the  solemn  obUgation  "  to  the  hc3t  of  my  ability  to 
prescr\-c,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 

A  concise  enumeration  of  the  principles  which  will  guide  me  in  the 
administrative  pohcy  of  the  Go\'emment  is  not  only  in  accordance  witb 
the  examples  set  me  by  all  my  predecessors,  but  is  etnioently  befitting 
the  occasion. 

The  Constitution  itself,  plainly  written  as  it  is,  the  safcgiiard  of  our 
federative  compact,  the  oEf&priu^  of  concession  an^  compromise,  binding 
together  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  union  this  prcat  and  increasing  fam- 
ily of  free  and  independent  States,  will  be  the  chart  by  which  I  shall  be 
directed. 

It  will  he  my  first  care  to  administer  the  Government  in  the  true  spirit 
of  tliat  instrument,  and  to  assume  no  powers  not  expressly  granted  or 
clearly  implied  in  its  terroa.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
one  of  delegated  and  limited  powers,  and  it  is  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
clearly  granted  powers  and  by  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful  Of 
unauthorized  implied  powers  that  we  ha\'e  the  only  sure  guaranty  agninst 
the  recurrence  of  those  unfortunate  colUsious  between  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities  which  have  occanoually  so  much  disturbed  the  harmony 
oE  our  s>'stcm  and  even  threatened  the  perpetuity  of  out  glorious  Union. 

"To  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people"  have  been  reserved 
•'the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States."  Each  State  is  a  complete  so\*er- 
eignty  within  tlie  sphere  of  its  reserx-ed  powers.  The  Go%'enimcnt  of 
tile  Union,  acting  within  the  sphere  of  its  delegated  authority,  is  also  a. 
complete  sovereignty.  "WfTiilc  the  General  Government  shoidd  abstain 
from  the  exercise  of  authority  not  clearly  delegated  to  it,  the  Slates 
should  be  equally  careful  that  in  the  umintenance  of  their  rights  they  do 
not  overstep  the  limits  of  powers  reser\-ed  to  them.  0:ie  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  my  predecessors  attached  deBer\*ed  importance  to  ' '  the 
support  of  the  State  governments  in  all  their  rights,  qa  the  most  com- 
petent administration  for  our  domestic  concerns  and  the  surest  bulwark 
against  antircpublican  tcudcnctes,"  and  to  the  "preservation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  its  whole  constitutional  vigor,  as  the  sheet  anclior 
of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety  abn>ad. ' ' 

To  the  Gm-emment  of  the  United  States  has  been  intniste<I  the  exclu- 
sive management  of  onr  foreign  affairs.  Beyond  that  it  wields  a  few 
genwal  cniimerated  powers.  It  does  not  force  reform  on  the  States.  It 
leaves  indinduals,  over  whom  it  casts  its  protecting  influence,  entirely 
free  to  improve  their  own  condition  by  die  legitimate  exercise  of  all 
their  mental  and  physical  powers^  It  is  a  common  protector  of  each  and 
all  the  States;  of  evcr>~  man  who  lives  upon  our  soil,  whether  of  native 
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or  foreign  birtli:  of  every  religious  sect,  in  their  tvorship  of  the  Ahnigbcy 
according  to  the  dictates  of  thrir  own  conscience;  of  every  shade  of 
opinion,  aud  the  most  free  inquiry;  of  every-  art.  trade,  and  occupation 
cousisteut  with  the  laws  of  the  States.  And  wc  rejoice  in  the  gcueral 
happiuess,  prosperity,  and  advaiicemcnt  of  our  coiuitr>',  which  liave  beeo 
the  offspring  of  freedom,  aud  uot  of  power. 

This  most  admirable  and  wisest  sj-stem  of  well-reflated  setf-govem- 
ment  among  men  e%'er  demised  by  human  minds  has  been  tested  by  its 
successful  operation  for  more  than  half  a  ceulur>',  and  if  presen'ed  from 
the  usurpations  of  the  Fctlcral  Government  on  the  one  hand  and  the  ex- 
ercise by  the  States  of  powers  not  reserved  to  them  on  the  other,  will, 
I  fervently  hope  and  believe,  endure  for  ages  to  come  and  dispense  the 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  distant  generations.  To  effect 
objects  so  dear  to  every  patriot  I  shall  devote  myself  with  anxious  solici- 
tude. It  will  be  luy  desire  to  guard  against  that  most  fruitful  source  of 
danger  to  the  haniionions  action  of  our  i^ystem  which  consists  in  substi- 
tuting the  mere  discretion  and  caprice  of  the  Executive  or  of  majorities 
in  the  legislative  department  of  the  Government  for  powers  which  have 
been  withheld  from  the  Federal  Coverumeot  b>-  tlic  Constitution.  By 
the  theory  of  our  Government  majorities  rule,  but  this  right  is  not  sn 
arbitrary  or  unlimited  one.  It  is  n  right  to  be  exercised  iu  subordina- 
tion to  the  Constitution  aud  in  conformity  to  it.  One  great  object  of 
the  Constitution  was  to  restrain  majorities  from  oppresang  minorities  or 
eucroacliing  upon  their  just  rights.  Minorities  have  a  right  to  appesil 
to  the  Constitution  as  a  shield  against  such  oppression. 

That  the  blessings  of  liberty  which  our  Constitution  secures  may  be 
enjoyed  alike  by  minorities  and  majorities,  the  Executive  has  been  wisely 
invested  with  a  qualified  veto  upon  the  acts  of  the  I.*gislat«re.  It  is  a 
negative  power,  and  is  consemitive  in  its  character,  It  arrests  for  the 
time  liasty,  inconsiderate,  or  unconstitutional  legislation,  inntes  recon- 
sideration, and  transfers  questions  at  issue  between  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments  to  the  tribunal  of  the  people.  Lite  all  other 
powers,  it  is  subject  to  be  abused.  Wheu  judiciously  and  properly  exer- 
cised, the  Constitution  itself  may  be  saved  from  infraction  and  the  rights 
of  all  preser\*ed  and  protected. 

The  inestimable  value  of  our  Federal  Union  Is  felt  and  acknowledged 
by  all.  By  this  system  of  united  and  confederated  States  our  people  are 
permitted  collectively  and  indi\-idually  to  seek  their  own  happiness  la 
their  own  way.  and  the  consequences  have  been  roost  auspicious.  Since 
the  Union  was  formed  the  number  of  the  States  has  increised  from  thir- 
teen to  twenty-eight ;  two  of  these  have  taken  their  position  as  membeis 
of  the  Confederacy  within  the  last  week.  Our  population  has  increased 
from  three  to  twenty  millions.  New  communities  and  States  are  seek- 
ing protection  under  its  icgis,  and  multitudes  from  the  Old  World  are 
flocking  to  our  shores  to  participate  In  its  blessings.    Beneath  its  benign 
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sway  peace  and  [)ros[writy  |nv\'ail.  Freed  from  Uie  bnrdeOs  and  rols< 
erics  of  war,  our  (railc  and  intercourse  hai-c  extended  throughout  the 
world.  Mind,  no  longer  tasked  in  dc\nsiu(t  means  to  acf;oInpIi^h  or  resist 
schemes  of  ambition,  usurpation,  or  conquest,  is  devoting  itself  to  man's 
true  interests  in  de\-eloping  his  faculties  and  powers  and  the  capacity  of 
nature  to  minister  to  his  enjoj-ments.  Genius  is  free  to  announce  its 
inventions  and  discoveries,  and  the  hand  is  free  to  accouiplish  whatever 
the  head  conceives  not  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  a  fellow-being. 
All  distinctions  of  birth  or  of  rank  have  been  abolished.  All  citizens, 
whether  native  or  adopted,  are  placed  upon  tenns  of  precise  equality. 
All  arc  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  equal  protection.  No  union  exists 
between  church  and  i^tatc,  and  perfect  freedom  of  opinion  is  suaraateedH 
to  all  sects  and  creeds.  ^ 

These  arc  some  of  the  blessings  secured  to  otu-  happy  land  by  our 
Federal  Union.  To  perpetuate  them  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  preserve 
it.  Who  shall  assign  limits  to  the  achievements  of  free  minds  and  fret 
hands  under  the  protection  of  this  glorious  ITnion?  No  treason  to  man- 
kind since  the  organiKatioii  of  society  would  be  equal  in  atrocity  to  that 
of  him  who  would  lift  his  hand  to  destroy  it.  He  would  overthrow  the 
noblest  Btructdte  of  human  wisdom,  which  protects  himself  and  his  W- 
low-mau.  He  would  stop  the  progress  of  free  government  and  invoh'e 
hU  coimtry  either  in  anarchy  or  despotism.  He  would  extinguish  the 
6re  of  liberty,  which  warms  and  animates  the  hearts  of  happy  millions 
and  invites  alt  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  imitate  our  example.  If  he 
say  that  error  and  wrong  arc  committed  in  the  admini.slration  of  the 
Go^-emment,  let  him  remember  that  nothing  human  can  be  perfect,  and 
that  under  no  other  system  of  government  revealed  by  Heaven  or  devised 
by  man  has  reason  beeu  allowed  so  free  and  broad  a  scope  to  combat 
error.  Has  the  sword  of  despots  proved  to  be  a  safer  or  surer  instrument 
of  reform  i:i  government  than  enlightened  reason?  Docs  he  cxp<xt  to 
find  among  the  miua  of  this  Union  a  happier  abode  for  our  swarmtn^ 
millions  than  they  now  have  under  it?  Every  lo\-er  of  his  country*  must 
Judder  at  the  thought  of  the  possibility  of  its  dissolution,  and  will  be 
ready  to  adopt  the  patriotic  sentiment,  "Our  Federal  Union — it  must 
be  preserved."  To  preser^'e  it  the  compromises  which  alone  enabled 
OUT  fatliers  to  form  a  common  constitution  for  the  government  and  pro- 
tection of  so  many  States  and  distinct  communities,  of  such  diversified 
habits,  interests,  and  domestic  in.stitutious,  must  be  sacredly  and  reli- 
giously observed.  Any  attempt  to  disturb  or  destroy  these  compromises. , 
being  terms  of  the  compact  of  union,  can  lead  to  none  other  than 
most  ruinous  and  disastrous  consequences. 

It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  that  in  .lome  sections  of  our  country 
guided  persons  have  occasionally  indulged  in  schemes  and  agitations 
whose  object  is  the  destruction  of  domestic  institutions  existing  ia  other 
sections — institutions  which  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the  Coastitutum.. 
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and  were  recogniTed  and  protected  by  it.  All  must  sec  that  if  it  were 
possible  for  tbem  to  be  successftil  in  attaiuing  tbeir  object  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  our  happy  form  of  gov- 
ernment must  speedily  follow. 

I  am  happy  to  believe  that  at  ever?-  period  of  our  existence  as  a  natioa 
there  has  existed,  and  continues  to  exist,  among  the  great  mass  of  our 
people  a  dwotion  to  the  Union  of  the  States  which  will  shield  and  proteci 
it  against  the  moral  treason  of  any  who  would  seriously  contemplate  its 
destruction.  To  secure  a  continuance  of  that  devotion  the  compromises 
of  the  Constitution  must  not  only  be  prcscnxd,  but  sectional  jealousies 
aud  heartburnings  must  be  discountenanced,  and  all  should  remember 
that  they  are  members  of  the  same  political  family,  ha^-ing  a  common 
destiny.  To  increase  the  attachment  of  our  people  to  the  Uniou,  our  laws 
should  be  just.  Any  policy  which  shall  tend  to  favor  monopolies  or  the 
pecuhar  interests  of  sections  or  classes  must  operate  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  interests  of  their  fellow-dtizeus.  and  should  be  avoided.  If  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  be  preserved,  if  sectional  jealousies  and 
heartburnings  be  discountenanced,  if  our  laws  be  just  and  the  Goveru- 
nient  be  practically  administered  strictly  within  the  limits  of  tx>\ver  pre- 
scribed to  it,  we  may  discard  all  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  Union. 

Witli  these  %*iews  of  the  nature,  character,  and  objects  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  value  of  the  Union,  1  shall  steadily  oppose  the  creation 
of  those  institutions  and  systems  which  in  their  nature  tend  to  pervert 
it  from  its  legitimate  purposes  and  make  it  the  instrument  of  sections, 
classes,  and  individuals.  We  need  no  national  banks  or  other  extrane- 
oils  institutions  planted  around  the  GovemmcJit  to  control  or  strengthen 
it  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  its  authors,  experience  has  taught  us 
how  unnecessary  they  are  as  auxiliaries  of  the  public  authorities — how 
impotent  fo;  good  and  how  powerful  for  mischief. 

Ours  was  intended  to  be  a  plain  and  fnigal  government,  and  I  shall 
regard  it  to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  to  Congress  and,  as  far  as  the 
Executive  is  concerned,  to  enforce  by  all  the  means  within  ray  power 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  expenditure  oE  the  public  money  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  public  interests. 

A  national  debt  has  become  almost  an  institution  of  European  mon* 
arcliies.  It  is  \-iewed  in  some  of  them  as  an  essential  prop  to  existing 
governments.  Melancholy  is  the  condition  of  that  people  whose  gov- 
ernment can  be  sustained  only  by  a  system  which  periodically  transfers 
large  amounts  from  the  labor  of  the  many  to  the  coffers  of  the  few.  Such 
a  system  is  incouipattble  with  the  cnd.-i  for  which  our  republican  Govcm- 
raent  was  instituted.  Under  a  wise  policy  the  debts  contracted  in  our 
Revolution  and  during  the  W.ar  of  i8 1 2  ha\*e  been  happily  extinguished. 
By  a  judicious  application  of  the  revenues  not  required  for  other  neces- 
sary purposes,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  debt  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  last  fen  years  may  be  speedily  paid  off. 
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I  congratulate  my  feUow-dtizeufi  on  the  eutire  restoration  of  the  crc<^ 
of  the  General  Government  o(  the  Union  and  that  of  manyof  th«  States. 
Happy  would  it  be  for  the  indebted  States  if  they  were  freed  from  their 
liabihtics,  many  of  which  were  incautiously  contracted.  Although  tlie 
Govenimcnt  of  the  Union  is  ncithtT  iu  a  legal  uor  a  moral  sense  bound 
for  the  debts  of  the  Stales,  and  it  ^vould  be  a  violation  of  our  compact  of 
union  to  assume  them,  yet  we  cau  not  but  feel  a  deep  interest  in  seeing 
all  the  iStates  meet  their  pubhc  liabilities  and  pay  off  Uieir  just  debts  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period.  That  they  will  do  so  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  without  imposing  too  heavy  burdens  on  their  citizens  there  is  no  rea- 
son to  doubt.  The  sound  moral  and  honorable  feeling  of  ihe  people  of 
the  indebted  States  cau  uot  be  questioned,  and  we  arc  happy  to  perceive 
a  settled  disposition  on  their  part,  as  their  ability  returns  after  a  season 
of  unexampled  pecuniary  embarrassment,  to  payoff  all  just  demands  and  ^ 
to  acquiesce  in  any  reasonable  measurt:s  to  accomplish  that  object.  V 

One  of  the  difficulties  which  we  have  had  to  encounter  in  the  practical 
administration  of  the  On-emment  consists  in  the  adjustment  of  our  reve- 
nue laws  and  the  levy  of  the  taxes  neccssarj'  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment. In  the  general  proposition  that  no  more  money  sltall  be  collected 
than  the  necessities  of  an  economical  administration  shall  require  all  par- 
tics  seem  to  acquiesce.  Nor  docs  there  seem  to  be  any  material  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  absence  of  right  in  the  Government  to  tax 
one  section  of  country,  or  one  class  of  citizens,  or  one  occupation,  for  the 
mere  profit  of  auothcr.  "Justice  aud  sound  poUcy  forbid  the  Federal 
Governuient  to  foster  one  branch  of  industry  to  the  detriment  of  another,  fl 
or  to  cherish  the  interests  of  one  portion  to  the  iujury  of  another  por- 
tion of  our  common  country."  I  have  heretofore  declared  to  my  Eel- 
low-citizen."  that  "iu  iny  judgment  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govemmeut  to 
extend,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so,  by  its  reveuue  laws  and 
all  other  means  uithin  its  power,  fair  and  just  protection  to  all  the  greftt 
interests  of  the  whole  Union,  embradug  agriculture,  manufactures,  the 
mechanic  arts,  commerce,  and  navigation."  I  have  also  declared  my 
opinioD  to  be  "iu  favor  of  a  tariff  for  revenue.'*  aud  that  "in  adju-sting 
the  details  of  such  a  tariff  I  have  sanctioned  such  moderate  discrimi- 
nating duties  as  would  prtxlucc  the  amount  of  revenue  needed  and  at 
the  same  time  afford  reasouable  iucidental  protection  to  our  home  indus- 
try," and  that  I  was  "opposed  to  a  tariff  for  protection  merely,  and  not 
for  revenue." 

The  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxeSp  duties,  imposts,  andexases"  was  ^ 
an  indispensable  one  to  be  conferred  on  the  Federal  Government,  which  ^| 
without  it  would  possess  no  means  of  providing  for  its  own  support.  ^^ 
In  executing  this  power  by  levying  a  tariff  of  duties  for  the  support  of 
Government,  the  raisingof/«wjw  should  be  the  object  ^vA protietton  the 
inddtnl.     To  reverse  this  principle  and  make  protedien  the  objeri  and 
revenue  the  incident  would  be  to  inflict  manifest  injustice  upcui  all  other 
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than  the  protected  interests.  In  levying  duties  for  revenue  it  I*  doubt- 
less proper  to  inakc  such  discrimi nations  within  thi;  revenue  principle  as 
will  oSord  incidental  protection  to  our  home  intcrcste.  Witbiu  the  rev- 
enue limit  there  is  &  discretion  to  discriminate;  beyond  that  limit  the 
rightfid  cx<;rcisc  of  the  power  is  not  conceded.  The  incidental  protec- 
tion afforded  to  our  home  interests  by  discriminations  within  the  reve- 
nue range  it  is  believed  will  be  ample.  In  making  discriminations  all 
our  home  interests  should  as  far  as  practicable  be  equally  protected.  The 
largest  portion  oF  oiu*  people  are  agriculturists.  Others  are  employed  in 
manufactures,  commerce,  navigation,  and  the  mechanic  arts.  They  arc 
all  engaged  in  their  respective  pursuits,  and  their  joint  labors  constitute 
the  national  or  home  industry.  To  tax  one  branch  of  this  home  indus- 
try for  the  benefit  of  another  woidd  be  unjust.  No  one  of  these  interests 
can  rightfully  claim  an  ad^-antagt  over  the  others,  or  to  be  curiclicd  by 
impoverishing  the  others.  All  are  equally  entitled  to  the  fostering  care 
and  protection  of  the  Government.  In  exercising  a  soimd  discretion  in 
levying  discriminating  duties  within  the  limit  prescribed,  care  should  be 
taken  that  it  be  done  in  a  manner  not  to  benefit  the  wealthy  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  toiling  millions  by  taxing  lo^vsl  tlie  luxuries  of  life,  or 
articles  of  superior  quality  and  high  price,  which  can  only  be  ctmsumed 
by  the  wealthy,  and  higkat  the  ncces.sarics  of  hfc,  or  articles  of  coarse 
quality  and  low  price,  which  the  poor  and  great  mass  of  our  people  must 
consume.  The  burdens  of  govemraent  should  as  far  as  practicable  be  dis- 
tributed justly  and  equally  among  all  classes  of  our  population.  These 
general  views,  long  entertained  on  this  subject,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  reiterate.  It  is  a  subject  upon  which  conflicting  interests  of  sections 
and  occupalions  are  supposed  to  exist,  and  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession 
and  compromise  in  adjusting  its  details  should  be  cherished  by  every  part 
of  our  widespread  coimtry  as  the  only  means  of  preserving  harmony  and  a 
cheerful  acquiescence  of  all  in  the  operation  of  our  revenue  laws.  Our 
patriotic  citizens  in  every'  part  of  the  Union  will  readily  submit  to  the 
payment  of  such  taxes  as  siiall  l>e  needed  for  the  support  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  if  they  are  so  levied  as  to  distribute 
the  burdens  as  equally  as  possitile  among  them. 

The  Republic  of  Texas  has  made  known  her  deare  to  come  into  our 
Union,  to  form  a  part  of  our  Confederacy  and  enjoy  with  us  the  blessings 
of  liberty  secured  and  guaranteed  by  our  Constitution.  Texas  waa  once 
a  part  of  oiu"  cotmtry — was  unwisely  ceded  away  to  a  foreign  power — is 
now  independent,  and  possesses  an  undoubted  right  to  dispose  of  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  her  territory  and  to  merge  her  sovereignty  as  a  separate 
and  indei>endent  state  in  ours.  I  congratulate  my  country  that  by  an 
act  of  the  late  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  assent  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  given  to  the  reunion,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  two 
countries  to  agree  upon  the  lenus  to  consuuiniatc  an  object  so  important 
to  both. 
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I  re;;nrd  the  questtion  of  annexation  as  belonging:  exclusively  to  the 
United  States  and  Texas.  They  are  iudependent  pcwvers  competeui  to 
contract,  and  foreiwn  tiaiiuns  Lave  uo  right  to  interfere  wUh  tbein  or  lo 
take  exceptions  to  their  reunion.  Foreign  powers  do  not  seem  toappre* 
ciate  the  true  character  of  our  Oovertiment.  Our  TTnion  Isa  confedera- 
tion of  independent  States,  whose  policy  is  peace  with  each  other  and  all 
the  world.  To  enlarge  its  limits  is  to  extend  tliedominious  of  peace 
over  additionul  tctritories  and  increa^np  millions.  The  world  has  noth- 
ing to  fear  from  military  ambition  in  our  Government.  While  the  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  popular  branch  of  Congress  are  elected  for  short  tenns 
by  the  suffrages  of  those  millions  who  mast  in  their  own  persons  bear  all 
the  burdens  and  miseries  of  war.  our  Government  can  not  be  otherwise 
tliaa  pacific.  Foreign  powers  should  therefore  look  on  the  aunexatioa 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States  not  as  the  conquest  of  a  nation  seeking  to 
extend  her  dominions  by  arms  and  violence,  but  as  the  peaceful  acqui- 
sition of  a  territory  once  her  own,  by  adding  another  member  to  our 
confederation,  with  the  consent  of  that  member,  thereby  dimioishiug  tlie 
chances  of  war  and  opfning  to  them  new  and  ever-increasing  markets 
for  their  products. 

To  Texas  the  reunion  is  important,  because  the  strong  protecting^  arm 
of  our  Government  would  be  extended  over  her,  and  the  vast  resources  of 
her  fertile  soil  and  genial  climate  would  be  speedily  developed,  while  the 
safety  of  New  Orleans  and  of  our  whole  soutliwestem  frontier  against 
hostile  aggression,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  would  be 
promoted  by  it. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  otir  national  existence  the  opinion  prevatled 
with  some  that  our  system  of  confederated  States  could  not  operate  stic- 
cessfully  over  an  extended  territory,  and  serious  objections  have  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  made  to  the  enlargement  of  our  boundaries.  These 
objections  %vere  earnestly  urged  when  we  acquired  Louisiana.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  tbey  were  not  well  founded.  The  title  of  numeroos 
Indian  tribes  to  vast  tracts  of  country  has  been  extinguished;  new 
States  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union;  new  Territories  ha^*e  been 
created  and  our  jurisdiction  and  laws  extended  over  them.  As  our  popu- 
lation has  expanded,  the  Union  has  been  cemented  and  strengtlietud. 
As  our  boundaries  have  been  enlarged  and  our  agricultural  poputition 
has  been  sjircad  over  a  large  surface,  our  federative  system  has  acquired 
additional  strength  and  security.  It  may  well  lie  doubted  whether  It 
would  not  be  in  greater  danger  of  overthrow  if  our  present  population 
were  confined  to  the  comparatively  narrow  limits  of  the  original  tliir* 
teen  States  than  it  is  now  that  tbey  are  sparsely  settled  over  a  more 
expanded  territor>',  It  is  confidently  belie\'ed  that  our  sj-stem  may  be 
safely  extended  to  the  utmost  botUKts  of  our  territorial  limits,  and  that  as 
it  shall  be  extended  the  bondsof  our  Union,  so  far  from  being  weakened, 
will  become  stronger. 
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None  can  fail  to  ae«  the  danger  to  our  safety  and  future  peace  if  Texas 
remains  an  iodcpcndent  state  or  becomes  an  ally  or  dependency  of  some 
foreign  nation  more  powerful  than  herself.  Is  there  one  among  our 
citizens  who  would  not  prcfc  perpetual  peace  with  Texas  to  occasdonal 
wars,  which  so  often  occur  between  bordering  independent  nations?  Is 
there  one  who  would  not  prefer  free  intercourse  with  her  to  high  duties 
ou  all  our  products  and  manufactures  which  enter  her  ports  or  cross  her 
frontiers?  ]s  there  one  who  would  not  prefer  an  unrestricted  commu- 
nication with  her  citizens  to  the  frontier  obstructions  which  must  occur 
If  she  remains  out  of  the  Union?  \\Tiate\'er  is  good  or  e\*il  in  the  local 
institntions  of  Texas  will  remain  her  own  whether  annexed  to  the 
United  States  or  not.  Xone  of  tlie  pre.>«nt  States  will  be  re.<;[»nsil)le 
for  them  any  more  than  they  are  for  the  ItKai  institutions  of  each  other. 
They  have  confederated  togctlicr  for  certain  specified  ob)ccts.  Upon  the 
same  principle  that  they  would  refuse  to  form  a  perpetual  union  with 
Texa*^  hccau.'%  of  her  local  institutions  our  forefathers  would  have  been 
prevented  from  forming  our  present  Union,  Pcrcci%*iug  no  valid  objec- 
tion to  the  measure  and  many  reasons  for  its  adoption  vitally  aflccting 
the  peace,  the  safety,  and  the  prosperity  of  both  countries,  !  shall  ou  the 
broad  principle  which  formed  the  basis  and  produced  the  adoption  of  out 
Coustitutiou,  and  not  in  any  narrow  spirit  of  sectional  policy,  eodeavor  by 
all  constitutional ,  honorable,  and  appropriate  means  to  consummate  the 
expressed  will  of  the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States  by 
the  reannexation  of  Texas  to  our  Union  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

Nor  will  it  liecome  in  a  less  degree  my  duty  to  assert  and  maintiin  liy 
all  constitutional  means  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  that  portion  of 
oiir  territory  which  lies  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Our  title  to  the 
cotmtr>*  of  the  Oregon  is  "clear  and  unquestionable,"  and  already  are 
orr  peoj)le  prcjiaring  to  perfect  that  title  by  occupying  it  with  their 
wives  and  children.  But  eighty  years  ago  our  population  was  confined 
on  the  west  by  the  ridge  of  the  Alleglianies.  Within  that  period — within 
the  lifetime,  I  might  say.  of  some  of  my  hearers — our  people,  increaang 
to  many  millions,  have  filled  the  eastern  vulley  of  the  Mississippi,  adven- 
turously ascended  the  Missouri  to  its  headsprings,  and  are  already  en* 
gaged  in  establishing  the  blessings  of  !>eIf-go\xniment  in  ^'alleys  of  which 
the  rivers  flow  to  the  Pacific.  The  world  beholds  the  peaceful  triumphs 
of  the  industry  of  our  emigrants.  To  us  belongs  the  duty  of  protect- 
ing them  adequately  wherever  they  may  be  upon  ota  soil.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  OUT  laws  and  the  benefits  of  our  republican  instittitions  shonld  !« 
extended  over  them  in  the  distant  regions  which  they  liave  .selected  for 
their  homes.  The  increasing  facilities  of  intercourse  will  e-isily  briug 
(he  States,  of  which  the  formation  tn  that  part  of  our  territory  can  not 
\tc  long  delayed,  witliin  the  sphere  of  our  federative  L'niou,  In  tlie 
meantime  every  obligation  imposed  by  treaty  or  conventional  atiputationa 
gbouldbe  sacredly  respected. 
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In  the  management  of  our  foreign  relations  it  will  be  my  aim  to 
obsen-e  a  careful  respect  for  the  rights  of  other  nations,  while  oiir  own 
will  be  the  subject  of  constant  watchfulness.  Equal  and  exact  justice 
should  characterize  all  our  intercourse  ivith  foreign  countries.  All  alli- 
ances having  .1  tendcTicy  to  jeopard  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  country 
or  sacrifice  any  one  of  the  national  interests  will  be  studiously  a\-oided, 
and  yet  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  to  cultivate  a  favorable  nndcrstauding 
with  foreign  governments  by  which  our  navigatioti  and  commerce  may 
be  extended  and  the  ample  products  of  our  fertile  soil,  as  well  as  the 
mauufacttu'esof  our  skillful  artisans,  find  a  ready  market  and  remunerat* 
ing  prices  in  foreign  countries. 

In  taking  "care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  &  strict  per- 
fomiance  of  duty  will  be  exacted  from  all  public  officers.  From  those 
officers,  especially,  who  arc  charged  with  the  collection  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  will  prompt  and  rigid  accoimtability  be  required. 
Any  culpable  failure  or  delay  on  their  part  to  account  for  the  moneys 
iutrusted  to  them  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  required  by  law  ■will 
in  every  instance  terminate  the  official  conucction  of  sucli  defaulting 
officer  with  the  Government. 

Although  in  our  countrj'  the  Chief  Magistrate  must  almost  of  ueoessity 
be  chosen  by  a  party  and  stand  pledged  to  its  principles  and  measures. 
yet  in  bis  official  action  he  should  uot  be  the  President  of  a  part  only, 
but  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  WHiile  he  executes  the 
laws  with  an  impartial  hand,  shrinks  from  no  proper  responsibility,  and 
faithfully  carries  out  in  the  executive  department  of  the  Government 
the  pnuciplcs  and  policy  of  those  who  have  chosen  turn,  he  sliould  not 
be  mmiiudful  that  our  fellow -citizens  who  have  differed  with  him  in 
opinion  arc  entitled  to  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  their  opinions  and 
judgments,  and  that  the  rights  of  all  are  entitled  to  respect  and  regard. 

Confidently  relying  upon  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  coordinate 
departments  of  the  Government  in  conducting  our  public  affairs,  I  enter 
□pon  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  which  have  l>ecn  a.ssigncd  me  by 
the  people,  again  humbly  supplicatiug  that  Divine  Beiug  who  has  watched 
over  and  protected  our  bclo\-ed  country  from  its  infancy  to  the  present 
hour  to  continue  His  gracious  U^icdictions  upon  us,  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  be  a  prosperous  and  happy  people. 

Ma&ui  4.  1645. 


I 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

Washington.  March  15,  rS^. 
To  ike  Senate  c/the  Uniied  States.' 

I  ha\'%  received  and  maturely  considered  the  two  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Senate  in  executive  session  on  the  lath  instant,  the  &rst  request- 
ing the  President  to  coniinuiiicate  information  lo  the  Senate  (in  confi- 
dence) of  any  steps  which  have  been  taken,  if  any  were  taken,  by  the 
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lale  President  in  execution  of  the  resolution  of  ConsrCBS  entitled  "A 
joint  resolntiou  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales."  and 
if  any  such  steps  liave  been  taken,  then  to  inform  the  Senate  whether 
anything  has  been  done  by  him  to  coimtcract,  suspend,  or  le^'ersc  the 
action  of  the  kte  President  in  the  prcmiucs;  and  the  second  requcstiag 
the  Presidetit  "to  inform  the  Sccate  what  cominuiiica lions  liave  been 
made  by  the  Mexican  minister  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Executive  in  relation  to  Texas." 

Witli  the  highest  respect  for  the  Senate  and  a  sncere  desire  to  fur- 
nish all  the  information  requested  by  the  first  resolution,  I  yet  entertain 
strong  apprehensions  lest  such  a  communication  raij^ht  delay  and  ulti- 
mately endanger  the  success  of  the  great  measure  which  Congress  so 
earnestly  sought  to  accomplish  by  the  passage  of  the  "joint  resolution 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,"  The  initiatory  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  adopted  by  theExecutii'eto  give  effect  to  this 
resolution  can  not,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  at  this  time  and  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  public 
interest. 

In  conformity  with  the  second  resolution,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the 
Senate  the  copy  of  a  note,  dated  on  the  6th  instant,  addressed  by  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni|Hvlentinry  of  the 
Mexican  Republic,  to  the  Hon.  John  C.  Calhotnij  late  Secretary  of  State, 
whkh  Is  the  only  communication  that  has  been  made  by  the  Mexican 
minister  to  the  Depurtiueut  of  Stale  since  the  pasajige  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress  for  the  annexation  of  Texas;  and  I  also  tniusmit  a 
copy  of  the  answer  of  the  Secretar)'  of  State  to  this  note  of  the  Mexican 

tainister. 
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Washington  City,  June  16. 1S4J. 

Andrew  Jackson  Is  no  more.  He  departed  this  life  on  Sunday,  the 
8th  instant,  full  of  days  and  full  of  honors.  His  country  deplores  his 
loss,  and  will  ever  cherish  his  memory.  Wliilst  s  nation  muunis  it  is 
proper  that  business  should  be  suspended,  at  least  for  one  day,  in  the 
Executive  Departments,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  illustrious  dead. 

I  accordingly  direct  that  the  Departments  of  State,  the  Treasury, 
War,  the  Navy,  the  Post-OSice.  tlie  ofEcc  of  the  Attorney- General,  and 
the  Bxecutive  Mansion  be  instantly  put  into  mourning,  and  that  they 
be  closed  during  the  whole  day  to-morrow. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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War  DEPAfiTHKNT, 

Aujutant-Gexkral's  Okkice, 

Washing  tan,  June  l6,  184^, 
The  following  general  order  of  the  President,  received  throiigh  the 
War  Departrnent,  auoounccs  to  the  Anay  the  death  of  the  illustriooa 
ex-Presidcnt,  General  Andrew  Jackson: 

Ghnhrai.  Ordbx. 

Washington, /wi*  r6,  T84S, 
The  President  of  the  United  States  with  heArtfelt  sorrow  announces 
to  the  Army,  the  Na\'j',  and  the  Marine  Corps  the  death  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son. On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  Rlh  day  of  June,  about  6  o'clock, 
he  resigned  his  spirit  to  his  Heavenly  Father.  The  nation,  white  it 
Icanis  with  grief  the  death  of  its  most  illustrious  citizen,  finds  solace 
in  contcnipU.tiQg  his  venerable  character  and  services.  The  VaJIcy  of 
the  Mississippi  beheld  in  him  the  bravest  and  wisest  and  most  fortunate 
of  its  defenders;  the  country  raised  him  to  the  highest  trusts  in  military 
and  in  civil  life  with  a  confidence  that  never  abaleU  and  an  affection  that 
followed  him  in  undiminished  vigor  to  retirement,  watched  oi.'cr  his  lat- 
est hours,  and  pays  its  tribute  at  liis  grave.  Wherever  his  lot  ivas  ca.st 
he  appeared  among  those  urouud  him  first  iu  natural  endmvments  and 
resources,  not  less  than  first  iu  authority  and  station.  The  power  of 
bis  mind  impressed  itself  on  the  policy  of  his  country,  and  slIU  lives,  and 
will  live  fore\'er  in  the  memory  of  it*  people.  Child  of  a  forest  ref^on 
and  a  settler  of  the  wilderness,  hitt  was  a  genius  which,  as  it  came  to  the 
guidance  of  afTairs,  instinctively  attached  itself  to  general  principles,  and 
inspired  by  the  truth  which  his  own  heart  revealed  to  him  in  singleness 
and  simplicity,  he  found  always  a  response  in  the  breast  of  hts  countrj'* 
men.  Crowned  with  glory  in  war,  in  his  whole  career  as  a  statcsmaa 
he  showed  himself  the  friend  and  lover  of  peace.  With  an  Amertcan 
heart,  whose  throbs  were  all  for  republican  freedom  and  his  native  land, 
he  yet  longed  to  promote  the  widest  intercourse  and  most  intimate  com- 
merce between  the  many  nations  of  mankind.  He  was  the  servant  of 
humanity.  OF  a  vehement  will,  he  was  patient  in  council,  deliberating 
long,  hearing  all  things,  yet  in  the  moment  of  action  deciding  n-ith  ra< 
pidity.  Of  a  noble  nature  and  incapable  of  disguise,  his  thoughts  Lay 
open  to  all  around  him  and  won  Ibcir  confidence  by  his  ingenuous  fraok- 
nesa.  His  judgment  was  of  tliat  solidity  that  he  ever  tempered  \*igor 
with  prudence.  The  flushings  of  anger  could  ne\-er  cloud  his  faculties, 
but  rather  kindled  and  lighted  them  up,  qnickening  their  energ>'  without 
disturbing  their  balance.  In  war  his  eye  at  a  glance  discerned  his  plans 
with  unerring  sagacity;  iu  peace  he  proposed  measures  with  an  iusliuc- 
tive  wisdom  of  which  the  inspirations  were  prophecy.    In  discipline  stern, 
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in  a  just  resolution  iuflextble,  he  was  full  of  tbe^eiilkfit  aneclious,  ever 
n*a<ly  to  solace  the  distressed  and  to  relieve  the  needy,  faithful  to  his 
frieiuls,  fervid  for  liis  country.     Indifferent  toother  rewards,  he  a^ired 
tliroughout  life  to  an  honoraWe  fame,  and  so  loved  his  fellow-men  that 
j  he  longed  to  dwell  in  their  affectionate  rcuJembrance.     Heaven  gave  lUm 
lengtli  of  days  and  he  filled  them  with  deeds  of  jtrcatnciss.      He  wa(» 
I  always  happy — happy  in  his  youth,  which  shared  the  acliicvcment  of  our 
■jialional  iudcpecdcnct;  happy  in  his  after  years,  which  beheld  the  Vaiiey 
>  of  the  West  cover  itself  with  the  glory  of  free  and  ever-increasing  States; 
'  happy  in  his  age,  which  saw  the  people  multiply  from  two  to  twenty 
I  millions  and  freedom  and  nnion  make  their  pathway  from  the  Atlantic  to 
(the  Pacific;  thrice  happy  in  death,  for  while  he  bclic\-c<l  the  hbertics  of  his 
country  imperi:tbable  and  \nxA  cheered  by  ■visions  of  its  constant  advance- 
ment, be  departed  from  this  life  in  a  full  hope  of  a  blessed  iimuortolity 
1  through  the  merits  and  atonement  of  the  Redeemer, 

Officers  of  the  Array,  the  Nni-j',  and  the  Marine  Corps  will  wear  crape 

on  the  left  arm  and  on  their  swords  and  the  colors  of  the  several  regi- 

Fflicnts  ^vill  be  put  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  six  mcmths.     At  the 

[2ta\'al  stations  and  the  public  vessels  in  commission  the  flags  will  Ix:  worn 

I  «t  half-mast  fur  one  week,  and  on  the  day  after  this  order  is  received 

twenty-one  minute  guns  will  be  fired,  bcgimiing  at  12  o'clock. 

At  each  military  station  the  day  after  the  reception  of  this  order  th« 
national  flag  will  be  displayed  at  half-stnir  from  snnrisc  to  sunset,  thir- 
teen guns  vniX  be  fired  at  daybreak,  half-hour  guns  duriug  the  day,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  day  a  general  salute.  The  troops  will  be  paraded  at 
10  o'clock  and  tlus  order  read  to  them,  on  which  the  labors  of  the  day 
will  cesiac. 

Let  the  TirtJcs  of  the  illustrious  dead  retain  their  influence,  and  wbeo 
energy  aud  courage  are  called  to  trial  emulate  his  example. 

GEORGE  BANCROrr. 
AiitHff  Secreiary  of  War,  and  Secretary  o/tke  Naiy. 
By  order; 

K.  JONES,  Adjutant-Gmerat. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 


Waskingtok,  Deamber  2.  iSfS- 
FelloK'-Citlzens  of  the  Senate  and  /iottse  of  Reprtsentalives: 

It  is  to  me  a  source  of  unaffected  satisfaction  to  meet  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  the  people  in  Consrcss  assembled,  as  it  will  be  to 
receive  the  aid  of  their  combined  wisdom  in  the  administration  of  pnblic 
affairs.     In  performing  for  the  &rst  time  the  duly  imposed  ou  me  by  the 
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Constitution  of  giving:  to  you  informatiou  of  the  state  of  tlic  Union  taiA 
recommending  to  yoiir  consideration  such  measures  as  in  my  judgment 
are  necessary  and  expedient,  I  am  bappy  tbat  I  can  congratulate  you  on 
the  continued  prospwity  of  our  country.  Under  the  Wessings  of  Divine 
Providence  and  the  benign  influence  of  our  free  institutions,  it  stands 
before  the  world  a  spectacle  of  national  happiness. 

With  our  unexampled  advancement  in  all  the  elements  of  national 
greatness,  the  affection  of  the  people  is  confirmed  for  the  Union  of  the 
States  and  for  the  doctrines  of  popular  Uberty  which  lie  at  the  foundation 
of  our  Oovernment, 

It  becomes  us  in  humility  to  make  our  devout  acknowledgments  to 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  for  the  inestimable  dvil  and  religions 
blessings  with  which  wc  arc  favored. 

In  calltuK  the  attention  of  Congress  to  otu*  relations  tvith  foreign 
powers,  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  though  with  some  of  them 
there  have  existed  since  your  last  session  serious  causes  of  irritation  and 
misunderstanding,  yet  do  actual  hostilities  have  taken  place.  Adopt- 
ing the  maxim  in  the  conduct  of  our  foreign  affairs  "to  ask  notliing 
that  is  not  right  and  submit  to  nothing  tliat  is  wrong."  it  has  been  my 
anxious  desire  to  preserve  peace  %v)th  all  nations,  but  at  the  same  time 
to  be  prepared  to  resist  aggression  and  maintain  all  our  just  rights. 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  "for  anncxin;^  Texas 
to  the  United  States,"  my  predecessor,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  rg^J, 
elected  to  submit  the  first  and  second  sections  of  that  resolution  to  the 
Republic  of  Texas  as  an  o\-erturc  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  her 
admission  as  a  State  into  our  Union.  This  election  I  approved,  and 
accordingly  the  charg<^  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Texas,  under 
instructions  of  the  lotb  of  March,  1845,  presented  these  sections  of  the 
resolution  for  the  acceptajice  of  that  Republic.  The  executive  govern- 
ment, the  Congre.'M,  and  the  people  of  Texas  in  convention  have  succes- 
sively complied  with  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  joint  resolution. 
A  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  Texas,  formed  by 
a  convention  of  deputici,  is  herewith  laid  before  Congress.  It  is  well 
known,  also,  that  the  people  of  Texas  at  the  polls  have  accepted  the 
terms  of  annexation  and  ratified  the  constitution.  I  commuuicate  to 
Congress  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  our 
charg^  d'affaires  iu  Texas,  and  also  the  correspondence  of  the  latter 
with  the  aulhorilies  of  Texas,  together  with  the  official  documents  trans- 
mitted by  him  to  his  own  Govemraeut.  The  terms  of  annexation  which 
were  offered  by  the  United  States  ha\'iug  been  accepted  by  Texas,  the 
public  faith  of  both  parties  is  solemnly  pledged  to  the  compact  of  their 
union.  Notbitig  remains  to  coosuumiate  the  event  but  the  passage  of 
an  set  by  Congress  to  admit  the  State  of  Tex.as  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  fooling  with  Ihe  original  States.  Strong  reasons  exist  why  this 
should  be  done  at  an  early  period  of  the  session.    It  will  be  observed 


James  K.  Folk 


"37 


tbat  hy  the  constitntion  of  Texas  the  existing  govemTDCDt  js  only  con> 
tinued  temporarily  till  Congress  can  act,  and  tliat  the  third  Monday  of 
the  present  month  is  the  day  appainted  for  holding  the  first  general  elec- 
tion. On  that  day  a  governor,  a  lieutenant-governor,  and  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  will  be  choseu  by  the  people.  The  President  of  Texas 
Is  required,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  official  information  that  the 
new  State  has  been  admitted  Into  our  Union  by  Congnas,  to  convene 
the  legislature,  and  upon  its  meeting  the  existing  government  will  be 
superseded  and  the  State  government  organized.  Questions  deeply  inter- 
esting to  Texas,  in  common  with  the  other  States,  the  extension  of  onr 
rtvenuc  laws  and  judicial  system  o\'er  her  people  aud  territory,  as  weU 
•s  measures  of  a  local  character,  will  claim  the  early  attention  of  Con- 
gress, and  therefore  upon  every  principle  of  republican  goveniuient  she 
ought  to  be  represented  in  that  body  without  tuiueccssary  delay.  I  can 
not  too  earnestly  recommeud  prompt  action  on  this  important  subject. 
As  soon  as  the  act  to  admit  Texas  as  a  State  shall  be  passed  the  union  of 
the  two  Repubhcs  will  be  consummated  by  their  own  voluntary  consent. 
This  accession  to  our  territory  lias  been  a  bloodless  achievement.  No 
arm  of  force  has  been  raised  to  produce  the  reitult.  The  swrord  has  had 
no  part  in  the  victorj-.  We  have  not  sought  to  extend  our  territorial  pos- 
sessions by  conquest,  or  our  repubhcan  institutions  over  a  reluctant  peo- 
ple. It  was  the  deliberate  homage  of  each  pet^le  to  the  great  principle 
of  our  federative  union.  If  we  consider  the  extent  of  territory  involved 
in  the  annexatinn,  its  prospective  influence  on  America,  the  means  by 
which  it  has  been  accomplished,  springing  purely  from  the  choice  oE  the 
people  themselves  to  share  the  blessings  of  onr  union,  the  history  of 
the  world  may  be  cliallenged  to  furnish  n  parallel.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  which  at  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion was  bounded  by  the  St.  Marj'S  on  the  Atlantic,  has  pa.ssed  the  capes 
of  Florida  and  been  peacefully  extended  to  the  Del  Norte.  la  contem- 
plating the  grandeur  of  this  event  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  tliat  the  result 
was  acliieved  in  despite  of  the  diplomatic  interference  of  European  mon- 
archies. Even  France,  the  couulrj-  which  had  been  our  ancient  ally,  the 
country  which  has  a  common  interest  with  us  in  maintatuing  the  freedom 
of  the  seas,  the  country  which,  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  first  opened 
to  us  access  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  country  with  which  we  have  been 
ever>'  year  drawing  more  and  more  closely  the  bonds  of  successful  com- 
merce, most  unexpectedly,  and  to  our  uufcigned  regret,  took  part  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  otmcxation  and  to  impose  on  Texas,  as  a  condition  of 
the  recognition  of  her  independence  by  Mexico,  that  she  would  never  join 
herself  to  the  United  Stales.  We  may  rejoice  that  the  tranquil  and  per- 
vading influence  of  the  -American  principle  of  self-goverumeiit  was  suffi- 
cient to  defeat  the  porposcs  of  British  and  French  interference,  and  that 
lh(;uIiu>j»T  uuHiittuuus  voice  of  the  people  of  Texas  has  ^iveti  to  thai  iutcr- 
fvreuce  a  peaceful  aud  effective  rebuke.     From  this  example  European 
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Oovemmeots  may  Icaro  hon  vain  diplomatic  arts  and  intrigoes  most 
ever  prove  upon  this  continent  against  that  system  of  self-governinent 
which  seems  natural  to  onr  soil,  and  which  will  ever  resist  foreign  inter' 
Icrcncc. 

Toward  Texan  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  liberal  and  generous  Kpirit  will 
actuate  Couktcss  in  ull  that  concerns  her  interests  and  prosperity,  and 
that  she  will  never  have  cause  to  regret  that  she  has  united  her  *'lonc 
Star"  to  our  glorious  cooRtellation. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  onr  relations  with  Nrexico  since  your  last 
session  have  not  been  of  the  amicable  character  which  it  is  our  desire  to 
cultivate  with  all  foreign  nations.  On  tlic  6th  day  of  March  last  the 
Mexican  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plcnipotcntiarj*  to  the  United 
States  made  a  formal  protest  in  the  name  of  his  Government  against  the 
joint  resolution  passed  by  Congress  "for  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States,"  which  hi-  chose  to  regard  as  a  violation  of  the  rights 
of  Mexico,  and  in  consequence  of  it  he  demanded  his  passports.  He 
was  informed  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  con- 
sider tliis  i«nt  resolution  as  a  violation  of  any  of  the  rights  of  Mexico, 
or  that  it  afforded  any  just  cause  of  offense  to  his  Government;  tliat  the 
Republic  of  Texas  was  on  independent  power,  owing  no  allegiance  to 
Mexico  and  constituting  no  part  of  her  territon'  or  rightful  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction.  He  was  also  assured  that  it  was  the  sincere  desire 
of  this  Government  to  mnintiin  with  that  of  Mexico  relations  of  peace 
and  good  understanding.  That  fiuictionary,  however,  notwithstanding 
these  representations  and  as.surances,  abruptly  terminated  his  mission  and 
shortly  afterwards  left  tlic  country.  Oiu-  envoy  extraordinarj'  and  min- 
ister plcnipotctitiar>*  to  Mexico  was  refused  all  official  intercourse  with 
that  Government,  and,  after  remaining  sei'eral  months,  by  the  permission 
of  his  own  Government  lie  returned  to  the  United  States.  Thus,  by  the 
acts  of  Mexico,  all  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  twocountries  was 
mispended. 

Since  that  time  Mexico  hns  until  recently  occupied  an  attitude  of  hos- 
tility toward  the  United  States — has  been  marshaling  and  orgauiziuK 
armies,  issuing  proclamations,  and  avowing  the  intention  to  make  war 
on  the  United  States,  cither  by  an  open  declaration  or  by  invading  Texas. 
Both  the  Congress  and  convention  of  the  people  of  Texas  inWted  this 
Government  to  send  an  army  into  that  territory  to  protect  and  defend 
them  against  the  menaced  attaclc.  The  moment  the  terms  of  annexation 
offered  by  the  United  States  were  accepted  by  Texas  the  latter  became 
so  far  a  port  of  our  own  country  as  to  mate  it  our  duty  to  afford  such 
protection  and  defense.  I  therefore  deemed  it  proper,  as  a  precautionary 
measure,  toordera  strong  squadron  to  the  coasts  of  Mexico  and  toconcen- 
trate  an  efficient  military  force  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas.  Our 
Army  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  rounlry  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Del  N'orte,  and  to  repel  any  invasion  of  the  Texan  territory 
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ivbiclt  mighl  be  attempted  by  the  Mexican  Torces.  Oursquadron  in  tbe 
(itilf  was  ordered  to  cooperate  with  tlic  Army.  But  tbough  our  Army 
and  Navj-  were  placed  in  a  position  to  defend  oar  own  and  the  rigltts  of 
Texas,  they  were  ordered  to  commit  no  act  of  hostility  against  Mexico 
unless  sTie  declared  war  or  was  herself  the  aggressor  by  striking  the  first 
bloiv.  The  result  has  been  that  Mexico  has  made  no  aggressive  move- 
ment, and  our  military  and  naval  commanders  have  executed  their  orders 
with  such  discretion  that  the  peace  of  the  two  Republics  has  not  heca  dis- 
turbed. Texas  had  declared  her  independence  and  maintained  it  by  her 
arms  for  more  than  nine  years.  She  has  had  an  organized  government 
in  successful  operation  during  that  period.  Her  separate  existence  as 
an  independent  state  had  been  recognised  by  the  United  States  and  the 
principal  powers  of  Europe.  Treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  had 
been  concluded  with  her  by  different  nations,  and  it  had  become  manifest 
to  the  whole  world  that  any  further  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to 
conquer  her  or  overthrow  her  Government  would  be  vain.  Even  Mex- 
ico herself  had  become  satisfied  of  this  fact,  and  whilst  the  question 
of  annexation  was  pending  before  the  people  of  Texas  during  the  post 
summer  the  Go\'emmeiit  of  Mexico,  by  a  formal  act.  agreed  to  recognize 
the  independence  of  Texas  on  condition  tliat  she  would  not  annex  herself 
to  any  other  power.  The  i^recmcnt  to  actnowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas,  whether  with  or  without  this  condition,  is  conclusive  against 
Mexico.  The  independence  of  Texas  is  a  fact  conceded  by  Mexico 
herself,  and  she  had  no  right  or  authority  to  prescribe  restrictions  as  to 
the  form  of  government  which  Texas  might  afterwards  choose  to  assume. 
But  though  Mexico  can  not  complain  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  serious  causes  of  mis- 
understanding between  the  two  countries  continue  to  exist,  growing  out 
of  unredressed  injuries  inflicted  by  the  Mexican  authorities  and  people 
on  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  through 
a  long  series  of  years.  Mexico  has  admitted  these  injuries,  but  has 
neglected  and  refused  to  repair  them.  Such  was  the  character  of  the 
wrongs  and  such  the  insults  repeatedly  offered  to  American  citizens  and 
the  American  flag  by  Mexico,  in  palpable  \riolatiou  of  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  treaty  between  the  two  countries  of  the  5th  of  April.  1831 ,  that 
they  have  been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notice  of  Ccmgreaci  by  my 
predecessors.  As  early  as  the  6th  of  February,  1837,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  declared  in  a  message  to  Congress  that — 

The  IcnKtb  of  tiiu«  siucr  aotOK  of  the  iujuries  tiarc  been  cotninitted,  tlic  repeated 
tnd  naaTailing  applications  for  redress,  the  wanton  ctianieter  of  some  of  the  out* 
nges  apoa  the  property  And  penaonc  of  our  citixeiw,  vvpoa  the  olScen  and  flag 
of  the  Duited  States,  indepeniletit  of  rrci;nt  iiiaulUi  to  this  Guvenunent  and  people 
by  tbe  lute  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  jusUfy  in  the  eyes  of  all  nationt 
immediate  war. 

He  did  not,  however,  recommend  an  immediate  resort  to  this  extreme 
measure,  which,  he  declared,  "  sliould  not  be  used  by  just  and  generous 
nations,  confiding  in  their  strength  for  injuries  committed,  if  it  can  be 
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honorably  avoided, ' '  but,  in  a  spirit  of  forbearance.  iiro]X)sed  tliat  aaother 
dcmaud  be  made  on  Mexico  for  tliat  redress  whicli  had  been  so  long 
and  tuijustly  withheld.  la  these  vic^vs  eoiomittccs  of  tlie  two  Hotiscs  of 
Congress,  in  reports  made  to  their  respective  bodies,  concurred.  Since 
these  proceedings  more  than  eight  years  have  elapsed,  during  which,  in 
addilLou  to  the  wrongs  then  complained  of,  others  of  an  sggravatcd  char- 
acter hax'e  been  committed  on  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens. 
A  special  agent  was  sent  to  Mexico  in  the  summer  of  1S38  with  full 
authority  to  make  another  and  final  demand  for  redress.  The  demand 
was  made;  the  Mexican  Government  promised  to  repair  Che  wrongs  of 
which  we  complained,  ami  after  much  delay  a  treaty  of  indemnity  with 
that  view  was  concluded  between  the  two  powers  on  the  1 1  th  of  April , 
1839,  and  was  duly  ratified  by  both  Goveniments.  By  this  treaty  a 
joint  commission  was  created  to  adjudicate  and  decide  on  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  on  the  Government  of  Mexico.  The  commission  was 
organized  at  Washington  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1840.  Their  time 
was  limited  to  eighteen  months,  at  the  expiratioa  of  which  they  bad 
adjudicated  and  decided  claims  amounting  to  $2,026,139,68  in  favor  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  the  Mexican  Goveminent,  lea\-ing 
a  large  amoimt  of  claims  undecided.  Of  the  latter  the  American  com- 
missioners had  decided  Jn  favor  of  onr  citizens  claims  amounting  to 
$938,(27.88,  which  were  left  unacted  on  by  the  umpire  authorized  by 
the  treaty.  Still  further  claims,  amounting  to  between  three  and  four 
millions  of  dollars,  were  submitted  to  the  board  too  late  to  be  cousid- 
ered,  and  were  left  undisposed  of.  The  sum  of  $2,026,135.68,  decided 
by  the  board,  was  a  liquidated  and  ascertained  debt  due  by  Mexico  to 
the  claimants,  aud  there  was  no  justifiable  reason  for  delaying  its  pay- 
ment acctffding  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  It  was  not,  however,  paid. 
Mexico  applied  for  further  indulgence,  and,  in  that  spirit  of  liberality 
and  foibeaiauce  which  has  ever  marked  the  policy  of  tJie  United  States 
toward  that  Republic,  the  request  was  giaoted,  and  oa  the  30th  of  Janu- 
ar>',  1843.  a  new  treaty  was  concluded.  By  this  treaty  it  was  provided 
that  the  interest  due  on  the  awards  in  favor  of  claimants  under  the  con- 
vention of  the  1  ith  of  April,  1839,  shotild  be  paid  on  tlie  30th  of  April, 
1843,  and  that— 

The  principal  of  tbc  nid  nvranbi  and  the  interest  accruinj;  tlicrcon  shall  t>c  paid 
in  five  years,  in  equal  inslnJImcnls  cvciy  three  months,  the  said  tcnn  of  five  years  to 
conitncncc  on  the  y^fHx  day  of  April,  t&4j,  ufottsaid. 

The  interest  due  on  the  30th  day  of  April.  1843,  and  the  three  first  of 
the  twenty  iustallmcnts  have  been  paid.  Seventeen  of  these  installments 
remain  tuipaid,  seven  of  wliich  are  now  due. 

The  claims  which  were  left  imdecided  by  the  joint  commisuon,  atnotint- 
ingr  to  more  than  $3,000,000,  together  with  other  claims  for  spoliations 
on  the  property  of  our  citizens,  were  subsequently  presented  to  ihe  Mexi> 
can  Government  for  payment,  and  were  na  far  recognized  that  a  treaty 
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providinif  for  their  eramination  and  settlement  by  a  joint  commisBion 
was  concluded  and  signed  at  Mexico  on  the  aoth  day  of  November,  1843. 

'Tliis  treaty  was  ratitied  by  the  United  States  witli  certain  amendments 

rto  which  no  just  exception  could  have  been  taken,  but  it  has  not  yet 
received  the  ratification  of  the  Mexican  Government.  In  the  meantime 
onr  citizens,  who  suffered  great  losses — and  some  of  whom  ha^-e  been 
rctluced  from  affluence  to  bankruptcy — are  without  remedy  unless  their 

[lights  be  enforced  by  their  Goveriunent.  Such  a  continued  and  unpro- 
voked series  of  wrongs  could  never  have  been  tolerated  by  the  United 
States  bad  they  Iieen  committed  by  one  of  the  principal  nations  of 
Btirope.  Mexico  was,  however,  a  neighboring  sister  republic,  which, 
following  our  example,  had  achieved  her  independence,  and  for  whose 

rsuccess  and  prosperity  all  our  sympathies  were  early  enlisted,  The 
United  States  were  the  first  to  recognize  her  independence  and  to  receive 
her  iuto  the  family  of  nations,  and  have  ever  been  desirous  of  cultivating 
with  her  a  good  understanding.  We  have  therefore  borne  the  repeated 
wrongs  she  has  committed  with  great  patience,  in  the  hope  that  a  return- 
ing sense  of  justice  would  ultimately  guide  her  councils  and  tlial  we 
might,  if  possible,  honorably  avoid  any  hostile  collision  with  her.  With- 
out the  previous  authority  of  Congress  the  Executive  possessed  no  power 
to  adopt  or  enforce  adequate  remedies  for  the  injuries  we  bad  suffered, 
or  to  do  more  than  to  be  prepared  to  repel  the  threatened  aggression 
on  the  part  of  Mexico.  After  our  Army  and  Navy  had  remained  on  the 
frontier  and  coasts  of  Mexico  for  many  weeks  without  any  hostile  move- 
oieut  on  her  port,  though  her  menaces  were  continued.  1  deemed  it  im- 
portant to  put  an  end .  if  pos.siblc,  to  this  slate  of  things.  With  this  view 
I  caused  steps  to  be  taken  lu  the  month  of  September  last  to  ascertain 
distinctly  and  in  an  authentic  form  what  the  designs  of  the  Mexican  Go\'- 
emmcnt  were — whether  it  was  their  intention  to  declare  war,  or  iu%*ade 
Texas,  or  whether  they  were  di.sposed  to  adjust  and  settle  in  an  amicable 
manner  the  pending  diflercuces  between  the  two  countries.  On  the  gth  of 
November  an  official  answer  was  recdved  that  the  Mexican  Government 
consented  toienew  the  diplomatic  relations  which  had  been  suspended  in 
March  last,  and  for  that  purpose  were  willing  to  accredit  a  minister  from 
the  United  States.  With  a  sincere  desire  to  preserve  peace  and  restore 
relations  of  good  understanding  between  the  two  Republics.  I  waived  all 
oeremouy  as  to  the  manner  of  renewing  diplomatic  intercourse  between 
them,  and.  assuming  the  initiative,  on  the  loth  of  Noi'cmber  a  distin- 

'guished  citizen  of  Louisiana  was  appointed  envoy  extraordinary  and 

'mitiister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  clothed  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
and  definitively  settle  all  pending  diOcrcnces  between  the  two  countries, 
incliKling  those  of  boundar>'  between  Sifcxico  and  the  State  of  Texaa. 
The  minister  appointed  has  set  out  on  his  mission  and  is  probably  by  this 

kUme  near  the  Mexican  capital.  He  has  been  instructed  to  bring  the 
negotiation  with  which  he  is  charged  to  a  conclusion  at  the  earhest 
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praclicalile  period,  which  it  is  expected  will  tc  in  time  to  enaMe  me 
commuuicatc  the  result  to  ConKrcss  during  the  present  session.  Until 
that  result  is  known  I  forbear  to  rectnamend  to  Coognss  such  ulterior 
measures  of  redress  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries  we  have  so  long  home 
ss  it  wotUd  have  been  proper  to  make  had  no  sucli  negotiution  been 
instituted.  ^| 

Congress  appropriated  at  the  last  scswon  the  sum  of  $275,000  for  the  ^^ 
payment  of  llie  April  and  July  iiistallmcnls  of  the  Mexican  indemnities  1 
for  the  year  1844:  ^| 

Provided  it  shall  be  ucertoistd  to  tbesatiaftctJoii  of  the  ^VmcricanGovemmeat  Uiat 
•aid  insUUuients  have  be«»  ptiid  by  tlic  Mexican  (lovcrnmcnt  lo  the  agent  appointed 
by  the  Vnitcrl  StAles  to  receivr  the  nunc  in  nuch  mnnntr  ok  tn  diwchArge  all  claim  on 
the  Mtxican  Govenuneut,  and  Siiid  ai;eut  tu  be  dcUuqucat  iu  TcmitUng  tbe  m<Hicy    ^- 
to  the  United  Statra.  H 

The  unsettled  stale  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  has  involved  this 
subject  in  much  mystery*.  The  first  information  in  an  authentic  fonn 
from  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  appointed  under  the  Administration 
of  my  predecessor,  was  received  at  the  Stale  Department  on  the  9th  <rf 
November  last.  This  is  contained  in  a  letter,  dated  the  17th  of  October, 
addressed  by  him  to  one  of  our  citizens  then  in  Mexico  with  a  view  of 
having  it  communicated  to  that  I>cpartnicnt.  From  this  it  ajqiears  that 
the  agent  on  the  20th  of  September,  1844,  gave  a  receipt  to  the  treas- 
ury of  Mexico  for  ihe  amount  of  the  April  and  July  installments  of  the 
indemnitj*.  In  the  same  communication,  however,  he  asserts  that  he  had 
not  received  a  fiingle  dollar  in  cash,  but  that  he  holds  such  securities  as 
warranted  liim  at  the  time  in  giving  the  receipt,  and  entertains  no  doubt 
but  that  he  will  eventually  obtain  the  money.  As  these  installmeuts 
appear  never  to  have  been  actimlly  paid  by  the  Go\'cmnicnt  of  Mexico 
to  the  agent,  and  as  that  Government  has  not,  therefore,  been  released 
so  as  to  discharge  the  claim,  I  do  not  feci  myscK  warranted  in  directing 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  claimants  out  of  the  Treasury  without  fur- 
ther legislation.  Their  case  is  undoubtedly  one  of  much  hardship,  and 
it  remains  for  Congress  to  decide  whether  any,  and  what,  relief  ought 
to  be  granted  to  them.  Our  minister  to  Mexico  has  been  instructed  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  case  from  the  Mexican  Government  in  an 
authentic  an<l  official  fonn  and  report  the  result  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

My  attention  was  early  directed  to  the  negotiation  which  on  the  4tb 
of  March  last  I  found  pending  at  Washington  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  Territory.  Three  sev- 
eral attempts  had  been  pre\'iously  made  to  settle  the  questions  in  di^mte 
between  the  two  countries  by  negotiation  upou  the  principle  of  compro* 
mi»e,  but  each  bad  proved  un-succcssful.  These  iicgotialions  took  place 
at  London  in  the  years  tStS,  1824,  and  1836 — the  two  first  under  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Moniue  and  the  last  under  that  of  Mr.  Adams. 
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Tkc  iiogotiatioo  of  1818,  h&vins  failed  to  accomplisb  its  object,  resulted 
in  the  convention  ul  the  2otti  ol  Octotwr  of  ilint  year. 
By  llie  third  article  of  that  convention  it  was  — 

AgiT«d  tbiit  any  counlrjr  tbat  tnajr  be  claimMl  by  eiiber  pnrly  on  tbr  norUlwest  CDUt 
of  AtBcrica  westward  of  the  StoDf  Mountain)'  »b»ll,  together  witli  its  tuibors,  hvj*, 
andcreelu.  and  Llie  tiftrigation  of  alt  rivers  nitliiii  ttic  saint,  be  free  and  open  for 
the  t«nn  of  t»n  ycfira  from  the  dnte  of  Iht  signaturv  of  the  presmt  ooaventton  to  the 
Tcanels,  citixros,  and  subjects  of  tbe  two  poivent ;  it  being  we)]  understood  that  Ihia 
agreement  is  not  to  I)e  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim  which  either  of  the 
two  high  contracting  panics  may  have  10  any  part  of  the  Miid  connlry,  nor  fthall  it 
be  tulLCn  to  affect  the  claims  of  any  other  puuer  or  stale  to  any  fnit  of  the  aaid  outm- 
try.  tbconly  object  of  the  htgli  coniraciing  parties  in  that  nqwct  being  to  preveaC 
disputcii  and  dJHcieaces  umonK^t  theouclves. 

The  negotiation  of  1824  was  productive  of  no  resolt,  and  the  conven* 

tion  of  i8i8  wus  left  tiuchauged. 

The  negotiation  of  (826,  hariiig  also  failed  to  effect  an  adjustment  by 
compromise,  restilted  in  Oie  convention  of  Anyiist  6,  1827.  by  which  it 
was  agreed  to  contintie  in  force  for  an  iadefiniie  period  tbe  provisions 
of  tlie  tJiird  article  of  the  couvcntiou  of  the  30tb  of  October,  1818;  and 
it  was  further  provided  that — 

It  >ball  be  competent,  however,  to  either  of  tbe  oantnctiDg  panics.  In  case  either 
should  think  fit,  at  any  time  aftta-  the  aotb  of  October,  iSaS,  on  giving  t!ue  notice  of 
twelve  months  to  the  otlicr  contiacting  party,  to  aiuiid  and  abrt^atc  ihia  conveiiliou; 
vid  it  aliaU  in  such  case  be  accordingly  entirely  annulled  and  abrogated  after  the 
expiration  of  the  aaid  term  of  notice. 

In  these  attempts  to  adjust  tlie  coDtrotrersy  tbe  parallel  of  the  forty- 
tiinth  degree  of  north  latitude  had  been  offered  by  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  and  in  those  of  1818  and  1826,  with  a  furtlier  concesaioa 
of  the  free  navigation  of  tbe  Columbia  River  south  of  that  latitude.  The 
parallel  of  the  forty-uinth  degree  from  the  Rocky  Motuitalns  to  its  inter- 
section with  tbe  northcastcramost  branch  of  the  Columbia,  and  thence 
down  the  chauucl  of  that  river  to  the  sea,  bad  been  offered  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, with  an  addition  of  a  small  detached  territory  north  of  the  Columbia. 
Each  of  these  propositions  had  been  rejected  by  the  parties  respectively. 
In  October,  1843,  the  envoy  extiaordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  in  London  was  authorized  to  make  a  similar  offer  to 
those  made  in  tS  iS  and  1826.  Thus  stood  the  question  when  tbe  nego- 
tiation was  shortly  afterwards  transferred  to  Washington,  and  on  the  23d 
of  August,  1844,  was  formally  opened  under  the  direction  of  my  imme> 
diate  predecessor.  Like  all  the  previous  negotiations,  it  was  based  upon 
principles  of  "compromise,"  and  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  parties  was 
"to  treat  of  the  respecti\'e  claims  of  the  two  countries  to  tlie  Oregon 
Territory  with  the  view  to  establish  a  permanent  boimdary  between  them 
westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountiins  to  the  Pacific  Ocean," 

Accordingly,  on  the  36th  of  August,  1844,  the  Hritii<h  plenipotentiary 
offered  to  divide  the  Oregon  Territory  by  the  fortj'-ainth  parallel  of 
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north  latitude  from  the  Kocky  Mountains  to  the  jwiiit  of  its  iniersectioa 
with  the  northeastemmost  branch  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  tlience 
down  that  river  to  the  sea,  leaving  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  to  be 
enjoyed  in  common  by  both  parties,  the  country  south  of  this  line  to 
belong  to  the  United  States  and  that  north  of  it  to  Great  Britain.  At 
the  same  time  he  proposed  in  addition  to  yield  to  tlie  Vnitcc*.  Status  a 
detached  territory  north  of  the  Columbia  extending  along  the  Pacific  and 
the  Straits  of  Fuca.  from  Bulfincbs  HarboTj  inclusive,  to  Hoods  Cauol, 
and  to  make  free  to  the  United  States  any  port  or  ports  south  of  lati- 
tude 49°  wliich  tliey  might  desire,  citlier  on  the  xnainJand  or  on  Quadra 
and  Vautrouvers  Island.  With  the  exception  of  the  free  ports,  this  was 
the  same  ofFer  which  had  been  made  1^  the  British  and  rejected  by  the 
American  Gm-erument  in  the  netjotiation  of  1 826.  This  proposition  was 
properly  rejected  by  the  American  plenipotentiary  ou  the  day  it  was 
submitted.  This  was  the  only  proposition  of  compromise  offered  by  the 
British  plenipoteiitiarj'.  Tlie  proposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
having  been  rejected,  the  British  plenipotentiary  recjiJested  that  a  pro- 
posal should  be  made  by  the  United  States  for  * '  an  equitable  ad jiistmeni 
of  the  question."  When  I  cainc  into  office  I  found  this  to  be  the  state' 
of  the  negotiation.  Though  entertaining  the  settled  conviction  that  the 
British  pretensions  of  title  could  not  be  maintained  to  any  portion  of 
the  Oregon  Territory  upon  any  principle  of  public  law  recognized  by 
nations,  yet  in  deference  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  predecessors,  and 
especially  in  consideration  that  propositions  of  comproniisc  had  been 
thrice  made  by  two  preceding  Aduiiuistrations  to  adjust  the  question  on 
the  parallel  of  49°.  and  in  two  of  tlicm  yielding  to  Great  Britain  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Columbia,  and  that  the  pending  negotiation  had  been 
commenced  on  the  basis  of  compromise,  I  deemed  it  to  1*  my  duty  not 
abruptly  to  break  it  off.  In  comiidention,  too,  that  tmder  the  conven- 
tions of  1S18  and  1S37  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers  held  a 
joint  occupancy  of  the  countr>',  I  was  induced  to  make  another  effort  to 
Settle  tliis  long-pending  controvcrsj'  in  the  .spirit  of  moderation  whirh  had 
given  Inrth  to  the  renewed  discusaon.  A  proposition  was  accordingly 
made,  which  was  rejected  by  the  ISriti.sh  j)k-ni[)oteutiary,  who,  without 
submitting  any  other  proposition,  suffered  the  negotiation  on  his  part  to  1 
drop,  expressing  his  trust  that  the  United  States  wonld  offer  what  he  sawfl 
fit  to  call  "some  further  proposal  for  tlie  settlement  of  the  Oregon  ques-  1 
tioD  more  consistent  with  fniniess  and  equity  and  with  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  British  Government. ' '  Tlie  proposition  thus  ofiered 
and  rejected  repeated  the  offer  of  the  parallel  of  49°  of  north  latitude, 
which  had  been  made  by  two  preceding  Admiuistrations,  but  wlthour  1 
proposing  to  surrender  to  Great  Britain,  as  they  had  done,  the  free  uavi-  fl 
gatioQ  of  the  Columbia  River.  The  right  of  any  foreign  power  to  the  ™ 
free  navigation  of  any  of  our  rivers  through  the  heart  of  our  country  was 
one  which  1  was  unwilling  to  concede.     It  also  embraced  a  provision  to  ; 
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mate  free  to  Great  Britain  any  port  or  ports  oii  tlie  cap  of  Quadra  and 
VancoHvers  Island  south  of  this  parallel.  Had  this  been  a  new  question, 
coming  under  discussion  for  the  first  time,  this  proposition  would  net 
have  been  made.  The  extraordinary  and  wholly  inadmissible  demands 
of  the  British  Govenimeut  and  the  rejection  of  the  proposiiion  made  in 
deference  alone  to  what  had  been  done  by  my  predecessors  and  the  im- 
plied oMigation  which  thor  acts  seemed  to  impose  afford  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  no  compromise  which  the  United  States  ought  to  accept  can 
be  effected.  With  this  conviction  the  proposition  of  compromiae  which 
had  been  made  and  rejected  was  by  my  direction  subsequently  withdrawn 
and  our  title  to  the  whole  Oregon  Territory  asserted,  and,  as  is  believed, 
maiutaitiud  by  irrefragable  facts  and  arguments. 

The  civilized  world  will  see  in  these  proceedings  a  spirit  of  liberal  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  this  Government  will  be 
rdteved  from  all  responsibility  which  may  follow  the  failure  to  settle  the 
controversy. 

All  attempts  at  compromise  having  failed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress  to  consider  what  measures  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  our  citizens  now  inhabiting  orwho  may  hereafter  inhabit 
Oregon,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  otir  just  title  to  that  Territorj'.  In 
adopting  measures  for  this  purpose  care  sliould  be  taken  that  nothing  be 
aone  to  violate  the  stipulations  of  the  convention  of  1827,  which  is  still 
in  force.  The  faith  of  treaties,  in  their  letter  and  spirit,  has  ever  been, 
and,  I  trust,  will  e\'er  be,  scrupulously  observed  by  the  Uuited  States. 
Under  that  coa\'ention  a  year's  notice  is  required  to  be  gi\'en  by  either 
party  to  the  other  before  the  joint  oceupanej'  shall  terminate  and  before 
either  can  rightfully  assert  or  exercise  exclusive  jurisdictian  over  any 
portion  of  the  territory.  This  notice  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  prope. 
to  gi^-e,  and  I  recommend  tliat  provision  be  made  by  law  tor  Kiving  it 
accordingly,  aud  temiioating  in  this  mauner  the  con\'eutioQ  of  the  6th  of 
Augtist,  1827. 

It  will  become  pr<^)er  for  Congress  to  determine  what  legislation  they 
can  in  the  meautime  adopt  witliout  violating  this  convention.  Beyond  all 
question  the  protection  of  our  laws  and  our  jurisdiction,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, ought  to  be  immediately  exiended  over  our  citizens  in  Oregon.  They 
tavc  had  just  cause  to  complain  of  our  long  neglect  in  this  particular, 
and  have  in  consequence  been  compelled  for  their  own  security  and  pro- 
tection to  establish  a  provisional  government  for  themselves.  Strong  in 
Ihcir  allegiance  and  ardent  in  thcit  attachment  to  the  United  States,  they 
have  been  thus  cast  upon  their  own  resources.  The)'  are  anxious  that 
our  laws  sliould  be  extended  over  them,  and  1  recommend  that  iliis  be 
done  by  Congresswith  as  litlledelay  as  possible  in  the  full  extent  to  which 
the  British  Parliament  have  proceeded  in  regard  to  Britisli  subjects  in 
that  Teirilory  by  their  act  of  July  2,  iSji,  "for  regiilatiiig  ibe  fur  trade 
.and  establishing  a  criminal  aud  civil  jurisdiction  within  certain  parts  of 
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North  America."  By  this  act  Great  Britaiuexlended  her  laws  and  juris- 
diction, civil  and  criminal,  over  her  subjects  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  io 
that  TerritOT}'.  By  it  the  courts  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada  were 
empowered  to  take  cognizance  of  causes  civil  and  criminal.  Justices  of 
tJe  peace  and  other  judicial  o6&cers  were  anthorizcd  to  be  appointed  in 
Oregon  with  power  to  execute  all  process  issuing;  from  the  courts  of  tliat 
Province,  and  to  "sit  and  hold  courts  of  record  for  the  trial  of  criminal 
offenses  and  mkdemeanors " '  not  made  the  subject  of  cajatal  punishment, 
and  alsoofcivilcxseswbere  the  cause  of  action  shall  not  "exceed  in  value 
the  amount  or  sum  of  ^200." 

Subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  act  of  Pariiament  a  grant  was  mada 
from  the  "British  Crown"  to  the  Hndson5  Bay  Company  of  the  exclu- 
sive trade  with -the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  subject  to  a 
reservation  that  it  shall  not  operate  to  the  exclu^on  "of  the  subjects  of 
any  foreign  states  who,  under  or  by  force  of  any  convention  for  the  time 
being  between  us  and  such  foreign  states,  respectively,  may  be  entitled 
to  and  shall  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade."  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  wliile  under  this  act  Britisli  subjects  have  enjoyed  the  protection 
of  Briti&h  laws  and  British  judicial  tribunals  throughout  the  whole  of 
Oregon,  American  citizens  in  the  same  Territory  have  enjoyed  no  such 
protection  from  thdr  Government.  At  the  same  time,  the  result  illus- 
trnles  the  character  of  our  people  and  their  institutions.  In  sjrite  of  this 
neglect  they  have  multiplied,  and  their  number  is  rapidly  increasing  in 
that  Territor>-.  They  have  made  no  appeal  to  arms,  but  have  peacefully 
fortified  themselves  in  their  new  homes  by  the  adoption  of  republican 
institutions  for  themselves,  furnishing  another  example  of  the  truth  that 
self-goveninicut  is  inherent  in  the  American  breast  and  must  prevail. 
It  is  due  to  them  that  they  should  be  embraced  and  protected  by  our 
laws.  It  is  deemed  important  that  our  laws  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course  with  the  Indian  tribes  cast  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  be 
extended  to  such  tribes  as  dwell  beyond  them.  The  increasing  emigra-  ^ 
tion  to  Oregon  and  the  care  and  protection  which  is  due  from  the  Gor-  H 
ernmcnt  to  its  dtizeus  in  that  distant  region  make  it  our  duty,  as  it  is 
our  interest,  to  cultivate  amicable  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  of  that 
Territory.  For  this  purpose  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for 
establishing  an  Indian  agency  and  such  snbagendes  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

For  the  protection  of  emigrants  whilst  on  their  way  to  Oregon  against 
the  attacks  of  the  Indian  tribes  occupying  the  countn'  through  which 
they  pass,  I  recommeud  that  a  suitable  number  of  stockades  and  block- 
house forts  be  erected  along  the  usual  route  between  our  frontier  settle- 
mentf  on  the  Missouri  and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  that  an  adequate 
force  of  mounted  riflemen  be  raised  to  guard  and  protect  them  on  theu 
jcHtmey.  The  immediate  adoption  of  tfaeite  recommendntions  by  Con- 
gress will  not  violate  the  provisions  of  tlie  existing  treaty.     I(  will  b« 


OVERLAN'D  EMIGRATION. 

Sutter's  discovery  of  gold  in  California  was  known  on  the  Atlantic  sea- 
bonrd  in  the  winltr  of  18-18.  Scvcnlctn  thousand  cmii^ranCs  iuimtdinlely  set 
sail  for  El  Dorado.  When  spring  came  au  equal  numlwr  of  gold  hunters 
started  on  the  arduous  journey  overland  to  the  Pacific.  Having  congresatc-d 
3t  points  on  the  Missouri  during  the  winter,  the  emigrants,  in  May.  began 
their  arduous  march  over  the  rolling  prairies,  usually  with  eight  oxen  to  haul 
their  wagons.  Itefore  long,  however,  ihc  weaker  animals  would  perish  or  bc- 
eaten  for  food,  and  sights  of  oxen,  horses,  mules,  and  dogs  yoked  together 
were  common.  Their  route  was  strewn  with  the  debris  of  failure;— wagons, 
tools,  food,  impediinenia  of  every  description  were  cast  aside  in  the  frantic 
effort  to  net  out  of  the  torments  of  the  desert  more  cjuickly.  When  the  first  of 
the  overland  emigrants  reached  San  Francisco,  their  description  of  the  piteous 
plight  of  those  in  the  rear  caused  the  army  commandant  there  to  send  troops 
with  supplies  for  their  relief.  They  found  the  trails  strewn  with  wreckage  and 
crowded  with  emigrants  marching  on  foot,  with  their  children  and  wives  fol- 
lowing them.  Winter  caught  the  rear  guard  of  the  emigrants  still  plodding 
along,  and  those  who  had  sur\-ived  the  trial  by  fire  in  the  desert  now  under- 
went the  tortures  of  winter  on  the  plains.  By  the  end  of  November  all  the 
argonauts  were  safe  in  San  Francisco. 

See  the  articles  "California"  and  "Gold"  in  the  encyclopedic  index. 

The  trek  to  California  is,  of  course,  typical  of  the  westward  emigration 
toward  an  ever-receding  frontier  which  occurred  from  the  earliest  days  of 
the   Republic. 

One  <iE  the  agents  in  civilizing  the  new  territory  was  the  pony  expres^ 
carrying  passengers,  mail,  and  valuables  between  settlements.  Many  thrill- 
ing tales  are  told  of  the  attacks  upon  the  pony  expresses  by  Indians  and  also 
by  highwaymen  in  the  days  when  each  man  was  his  own  policeman.  As 
the  West  became  more  thickly  settled,  thousands  and  thousands  of  the 
bufl-ilo  which  h.id  inhabitcil  its  plains  were  killed,  until  that  noble  aniin.il 
became   practically   exliiict. 
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doing  nothing  more  for  American  cilizentt  tliati  Itritish  laws  have  long 
since  done  for  Itritish  subjects  in  the  same  territory. 

It  requires  sc\'eral  nionlhs  to  perform  the  voyage  by  sea  from  the 
Atlantic  Stiitcs  to  OrKgun,  and  although  we  have  a  large  number  of 
whale  ships  in  the  Pacific,  but  few  of  them  afford  an  opportunity  of  in- 
terchanging intelligence  without  (jreat  delay  between  our  settlcracots  in 
that  distant  region  and  the  United  States.  An  overland  mail  is  believed 
to  be  entirely  practicable,  and  the  importance  of  establialiing  such  a  mail 
at  least  once  a  month  is  submitted  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine  whether  at 
their  present  session,  and  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  year's  notice, 
any  other  measures  may  Ik  adopted  consistently  with  the  convention  of 
1837  for  the  security  of  our  rights  and  the  government  and  protection 
of  our  citizens  in  Oregon.  That  it  will  ultimately  be  wise  and  proper  to 
make  liberal  grants  of  land  to  the  patriotic  pioueers  who  amidst  priva- 
tions and  dangers  lead  the  way  through  savage  tribes  inhabiting  the  vai^t 
wilderness  intervening  between  our  frontier  settlements  and  Oregon,  and 
who  cultivate  and  are  ever  ready  to  defend  the  soil,  I  am  fully  satisfied. 
To  doubt  whether  they  will  obtain  such  grants  as  soon  as  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  shall  have  ceased  to  exist 
would  be  to  doubt  the  justice  of  Congress;  but,  pending  the  year's  notice, 
it  is  worthy  of  coosideration  whether  a  stipulation  to  thLs  effect  may  be 
made  consistently  with  the  spirit  of  that  convention. 

The  recommendations  which  I  have  made  as  to  the  best  manner  of 
securing  our  rights  in  Oregon  are  submitted  to  Contress  with  great  def- 
erence. Should  they  in  their  wisdom  devise  any  other  mode  better 
caktUated  to  accomplish  the  some  object,  it  shall  meet  with  my  hearty 
concurreace. 

At  the  end  of  the  year's  notice,  should  Congress  think  it  proper  to 
make  provision  for  giWng  tliat  notice,  we  shall  have  reached  a  period 
when  the  national  rights  in  Oregon  must  either  be  abandoned  or  firmly 
matntaiocd.  That  they  can  not  be  abandoned  without  a  sacrifice  of  both 
national  honor  and  interest  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt. 

Oregon  is  a  part  of  the  North  American  continent,  to  which,  it  is  confi- 
dently affirmed,  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  the  best  now  in  existence. 
For  the  grounds  on  which  that  title  rests  I  refer  you  to  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  late  and  present  Secretary  of  State  with  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiary during  the  negotiation.  The  British  proposition  ofcompromi.se, 
which  would  make  the  Columbia  the  line  south  of  49°,  with  a  trifling 
addition  of  detached  territory  to  the  United  States  north  of  that  river, 
and  would  leave  on  the  British  side  two-thirds  of  the  whole  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory, including  the  free  nangaiion  of  the  Columbia  and  all  the  valuable 
harbors  on  the  Pacific,  can  never  (or  a  moment  be  entertained  by  the 
United  Stales  without  an  abandonment  of  their  just  and  clear  territorial 
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rigbts.  their  own  sclF-rcspcct.  and  ttie  national  honor.  For  the  infonna-^ 
tion  oE  Congress,  I  communicate  herewith  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  two  Governments  during  the  late  nc5£>tiation. 

The  rapid  cxteusion  of  our  settlements  over  our  territories  heretofore 
unoccupied,  the  addition  of  new  States  to  otir  Cotifederacy,  the  expatisioa 
of  free  principles,  aud  our  rising  greatneiis  as  a  nation  are  attracting 
tlie  attention  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  lately  the  doctrine  has  been 
broached  in  some  of  them  of  a  "balance  of  power"  on  this  continent  tafl 
check  our  advancement.  The  United  States,  sincerely  desirous  of  pre- 
ser\'tu£:  relations  of  good  understanding  with  all  nations,  cau  not  in 
sUeuce  permit  any  European  interference  on  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, and  should  any  buch  interference  he  attempted  will  be  ready  toS 
resist  it  at  any  and  all  hazards.  S 

It  is  well  known  to  the  American  people  and  to  all  nations  that  this 
Government  has  never  interfered  \ritb  the  relations  subsisting  between 
other  gu\-cnmients.  We  luive  ne\'er  made  ourselves  parties  to  their 
wars  or  their  alliances;  we  have  not  sought  their  territories  by  conquest; 
W«  have  tiot  mingled  with  parties  in  their  domestic  struggles;  and  believ- 
ing our  own  form  of  government  to  be  the  best,  we  have  never  attempted 
to  propagate  it  by  intrigues,  by  diplomacy,  or  by  force.  We  may  claim 
on  this  continent  a  like  exemption  from  Euroixan  interference.  The 
nations  of  America  arc  equally  .suvcrcigu  and  independent  with  those  of 
Euxxjpe.  They  possess  the  same  rights,  independent  of  all  foreign  inter- 
position, to  make  war,  to  conclude  peace,  and  to  regulate  their  internal 
affairs,  The  people  of  the  United  States  can  not,  therefore,  view  with 
indifference  attempts  of  European  powcre  to  interfere  with  the  independ- 
ent action  of  the  nation*  on  this  continent.  The  American  system  dL 
government  is  entirelj'  diflcrcnt  from  that  of  Europe.  Jealousy  among 
the  different  sovereigns  of  Europe,  lest  auy  one  of  them  might  bet^nne 
too  powerful  for  the  rest,  has  caused  them  anxiously  to  de^arc  the  estab- 
lishment of  what  they  term  the  "balance  of  poivei."  It  can  not  be 
permitted  to  have  any  application  on  the  North  American  cootincDt,  andM 
especially  to  the  United  States.  We  ^\\\9X  ever  maintain  tlie  principle 
that  the  people  of  this  continent  alone  have  the  right  to  decide  their 
own  destiny.  Should  any  portion  of  them,  constituting  an  independent 
Slate,  propose  to  unite  themselves  with  our  Confederacy,  this  will  be  a 
question  for  them  and  us  to  determine  without  any  foreign  intcrpositiotL 
We  cau  never  consent  tlut  European  powers  shall  interfere  to  prevent 
such  a  union  because  it  might  disturb  the  "balance  of  power"  which 
they  may  desire  to  maintain  upon  this  continent.  Near  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago  the  principle  was  distinctly  aunouuced  to  the  world,  in 
annual  message  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  that— 

The  Amcricaa  continents,  by  the  fTrciiniliiidepciKlrnttxindition  wtiich  ihcjfhave' 
nssnnied  Mid  mninLiiB.  are  lienoefarlh  not  lo  be  constdered  as  subjects  tor  fatnre 
coIoniutioD  by  any  Cuiopean  povrcrs. 
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Ttiis  principle  will  apply  with  greatly  increased  force  should  any  Euro- 
[Klin  power  attempt  to  establish  any  new  cokmy  in  North  America.  Tn 
the  wtisting  circumstances  of  the  world  the  present  is  deemed  a  proper 
occasion  to  reiterate  and  leaffirm  the  principle  avowed  by  Mr,  Monroe 
and  to  state  my  cordial  coocorrence  in  its  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  The 
resisserlion  of  this  priuciple.  cspc-dally  >"  reference  to  North  Aniericn,  is 
at  this  day  but  the  jffomulgatiou  of  a  polic>'  which  ui>  European  power 
should  cherish  the  disposition  to  resist.  Existing  rights  of  e\"ery  Euro- 
pean nation  should  be  respected,  but  it  is  due  alike  to  our  safety  and  our 
interests  that  the  e£6cient  protection  of  our  hiws  should  be  extended  over 
our  whole  territorial  limiti,  and  that  it  should  be  distinctly  announced 
to  the  world  as  our  settled  policy  that  no  future  European  colony  or 
dominion  shall  with  our  consent  be  planted  or  cstabUshcd  on  any  port 
of  the  North  American  continent. 

A  question  has  recently  arisen  under  the  teotll  article  of  the  subsist- 
ing treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Prussia,  By  this  article  the 
consuls  of  the  two  countries  have  the  right  to  sit  as  judges  and  arbi- 
(rators'"in  such  differences  as  may  arise  between  the  captains  and  crews 
of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  nation  whose  interests  are  committed 
to  their  charge  without  the  interference  of  the  local  authorities,  unless 
the  conduct  of  the  crews  or  of  the  captain  sliould  disturb  the  order  or 
tranquillity  of  the  country,  or  the  said  ooosulsshould  require  their  assist- 
ance to  cause  their  decisioiis  to  be  carried  into  effect  or  supported. '  * 

The  Prussian  consul  at  New  Bedford  in  Jane,  [844,  applied  to  Mr. 
Justice  Storj-  to  carry  into  effect  a  decision  made  by  him  between  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Prussian  ship  Bontssia.  but  the  request  u'as 
refused  on  the  groimd  that  without  previous  legislation  by  Congress 
the  ]udiciar>'  did  not  possess  the  power  to  give  effect  to  this  article  of  the 
treaty.  The  Prussian  Government,  through  their  minister  here,  have 
complained  of  this  \iolatiOD  of  the  treaty,  and  have  asked  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
similar  violations  hereafter.  Good  faith  to  Prussia,  as  well  as  to  other 
nations  with  whom  we  have  similar  treaty  stipulatiotw,  requires  that 
these  should  be  faithfully  observed.  I  have  deemed  it  proper,  therefore, 
to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  and  to  recommend  such  legislation  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  these  treaty  obligations. 

By  \'irtae  of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  Spanish  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States  in  December.  183 1 ,  American  vessels,  since 
the  29th  of  April,  1832,  have  been  admitted  to  entrj-  in  the  jwrts  of 
Spain,  including  those  of  the  Balearic  and  Canary  islands,  on  payment 
of  the  same  tannage  duty  of  5  cents  per  ton.  as  though  they  had  been 
Spanish  vessels;  and  this  whether  our  vessels  arrive  in  Spain  directly 
from  the  United  States  or  indirectly  from  any  other  country.  Wnt/ 
Congress,  by  the  act  of  t$tb  July,  1833,  gave  effect  to  this  arrangement 
beiueeu  the  two  Governments,  they  confined  the  reduction  of  tonnage 
73 
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duty  merely  to  Spanish  vessels  "coining  from  a  port  in  Spain,"  leaving 
the  former  discriminating  duty  to  remain  against  sucli  vessels  coming 
from  a  port  in  any  other  country.  It  is  mauifestly  unjust  that  whilst 
American  vessels  arTi\ing  in  the  ports  of  Spain  from  other  countries  pay 
uo  more  duty  than  Spanisli  vessels,  Spamsh  vessels  arrinng  in  the  porta 
of  the  United  States  from  other  countries  should  be  subjected  to  heavy 
discriminating  tonnage  duties.  This  is  neither  equality  nor  reciprocity, 
aud  is  in  violation  of  the  arraujjMuwit  concluded  in  December,  1831, 
between  the  two  countries.  The  Spanish  Co\-ernraent  have  made  r^ 
peatcd  aud  earnest  remonstrances  against  this  inequaUty,  and  the  favor- 
able attention  of  Congress  has  been  several  times  invoked  to  the  subject 
by  my  predecessors.  I  recommend,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  Spain,  that  this 
inequality  be  rcmo\'cd  by  Congress  and  that  the  discriminating  duties 
which  hs^'v  been  levied  under  the  act  of  the  1 3th  of  July.  1 832,  on  Spanish 
vessels  coming  to  the  United  States  from  any  other  foreign  oounlrj-  bt 
refunded.  This  recommendation  does  not  embrace  Spanish  vessels  arriv- 
ing in  the  United  Suites  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  will  still  remain 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  30, 1834,  coaceming  touuage 
duty  on  such  vessels.  By  the  act  of  the  14111  of  July,  1832,  coffee  was 
exempted  from  duty  altogether.  This  exemption  was  universal,  wiliwut 
reference  to  the  country  where  it  was  prxxJuccd  or  the  national  char&ctw 
of  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  imported.  By  the  tariff  act  of  the  3otli  of 
Angast,  1842,  this  exemption  from  duty  was  restricted  to  co&ee  im- 
ported in  American  vewels  from  the  place  of  its  production,  whilst  coffee 
imported  under  all  other  drctmistanccs  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent  ad  vahrem.  Under  this  act  and  our  existing  treaty  with  the 
King  of  ihi.'  Netlii^i lauds  Java  coffee  im[x>rted  from  the  European  port5 
of  that  Kingdom  into  the  United  States,  whether  in  Dutch  or  American 
vessels,  now  pays  this  rate  of  duty.  The  Govenunent  of  the  Nether- 
lands complains  that  such  a  discriminating  duty  should  have  been  im- 
posed on  coffee  the  production  of  one  of  its  colonics,  and  which  is  chiefiy 
brought  from  Java  to  the  ports  of  that  Kingdom  and  exported  from 
thence  to  foreign  countries.  Our  trade  with  the  Ketberlands  \s  highly 
beneficial  to  both  countries  and  our  relations  with  them  have  ever  been 
of  the  most  friendly  character.  Und<ir  all  the  circumstances  of  the  casci 
I  recommend  tliat  this  discrimination  should  be  abolished  aud  that  the 
coffee  of  Java  imported  from  the  Netherlands  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  with  that  imported  directly  from  Brazil  and  other  cotmtries  whef« 
it  is  produced. 

Under  the  eighth  section  of  the  tariil  act  of  the  30th  of  August,  1842, 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed  on  port  wine  in  casks,  while 
on  the  red  wines  of  several  other  countries,  whtm  imported  in  casks,  a 
duty  of  only  6  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed.  This  discriminatiou.  so  far 
as  regarded  the  port  wine  of  Portugal,  was  deemed  a  violation  of  oor 
treaty  with  that  power,  which  pro%'ides  that — 

No  hijfbcT  or  other  (Iiules  sIiaII  be  impCMCi)  on  Ute  imporlaiion  Into  the  United 
Btttes  of  America  of  any  article  the  gniwtb,  pnxluce,  or  nuuinriicitireot  itie  Kingdom 
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oniil  possessions  of  Portugal  than  &uch  &a  arc  or  sbsll  be  payable  on  the  like  utkle 
being  Uie  growth,  prodoce,  or  iiumufi)Ctiire  of  any  otber  foreign  country. 

Accordingly,  to  give  effect  to  the  treaty  as  well  as  to  the  intention 
of  Cougress,  expressed  in  a  proviso  to  tbe  tariff  act  itself,  tltat  uotbiug 
therein  coutained  should  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  huhaistiag 
treaties  with  foreign  nntions,  a  Treasury  circular  was  issued  on  the  l6th 
of  July,  1844,  which,  among  other  things,  declared  the  duty  00  the  port 
wine  of  Portugal,  in  casks,  under  the  existing  laws  and  treaty  to  be  6 
cents  per  gallon,  and  directed  that  the  excess  of  duties  which  had  been 
collected  on  such  wine  should  be  refunded.  By  virtue  of  another  clause 
in  the  same  section  of  the  act  it  is  prondcd  that  all  imitations  of  port 
OT  any  other  wines  "shall  t>c  subject  to  the  duty  proWded  for  the  gen- 
uine article."  Imilations  of  port  wine,  the  production  of  France,  are 
imported  to  some  extent  iutu  the  United  State:;,  and  the  Government  uf 
that  country  now  claims  that  under  a  correct  construction  of  the  act  these 
imitations  ought  not  to  pay  a  higher  duty  than  iJiat  imposed  upon  tbe 
oiiginal  port  wine  o(  Portugal.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  unequal  and  un- 
just that  French  tniitatioua  of  port  wine  should  be  subjected  to  a  duty 
of  15  cents,  while  the  more  valtiablc  article  from  Portugal  should  pay 
a  duty  of  6  cents  only  per  gallon.  I  therefore  recommend  to  Congress 
such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  correct  the  inequality. 

The  late  President,  in  his  annual  message  of  December  last,  recom* 
meuded  an  appropriation  lo  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Texan  Government 
against  the  United  States,  which  bad  been  previously  adjusted  so  far 
as  the  powers  of  the  Kxecutive  extcud.  These  claims  arose  out  of  the 
act  of  disarming  a  Ixxly  of  Texan  troops  under  tlie  command  of  Major 
Snively  by  ati  officer  ta  the  serrice  of  the  United  States,  acting  under  the 
orders  of  our  Government,  and  the  forcible  entrj*  into  the  cmrtom-house 
at  Bryarlys  Landing,  on  Red  River,  by  certain  citizetui  of  the  United 
States  and  taking  away  therefrom  the  goods  seized  by  the  collector  of 
the  customs  as  forfeited  under  the  laws  of  Texas.  This  was  a  liquidated 
debt  ascertained  to  be  due  to  Texas  when  an  independent  state.  Her 
acceptance  of  the  terms  of  annexation  proposed  b>'  the  United  States 
does  not  discharge  or  invalidate  the  claim.  I  recomm«nd  that  provision 
be  made  for  its  payment. 

Tbe  commi.ssioner  appointed  to  China  during  the  special  sesaon  of 
the  Senate  in  March  last  shortly  afterwards  set  out  on  his  mission  in  tbe 
United  States  ship  Columbtti.  On  arriving  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  his  pas- 
sage the  state  of  his  health  had  become  so  critical  that  hy  the  advice  of 
his  medical  attendants  he  returned  to  the  United  State.s  early  in  the 
month  of  October  last.  Commodore  Biddle.  commanding  the  East  India 
Squadron,  proceede<I  on  his  voyage  in  tbe  Ca/nmAus,  and  Was  charged  by 
the  commissioner  with  the  duty  of  exchanging  with  the  proper  authori- 
ties the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  ICmporer  of 
China.     Since  the  return  of  the  commissioner  to  the  United  States  bis 
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health  has  been  mticb  improved,  nnd  he  eDtertatns  the  confident  belief 
that  he  will  soon  be  able  to  proceed  on  his  mission. 

UufortuTiately,  differences  continue  to  exist  amoog  some  of  the  natioD& 
of  South  America  which,  following  our  example,  have  established  tbeir 
independcDce,  while  in  others  internal  dissensions  prev-ail.  It  is  natural 
that  our  sympathies  should  be  warmly  enlisted  for  their  welfare;  thai 
vre  should  ilesdre  that  all  controversies  between  them  should  be  amicably 
adjusted  and  their  Go\'emments  administered  in  a  manner  to  protect  the 
rights  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  their  people.  It  i*  contrarj*,  how- 
ever, to  our  settled  policy  to  interfere  in  their  cootroveracs,  whether-^ 
extemid  or  internal.  H 

I  have  thus  adverted  to  all  the  subjects  connected  with  our  foreign 
relations  to  which  1  deem  it  necessary  to  call  your  attention.  Our  policy 
is  not  only  peace  with  all,  but  good  mil  toward  all  the  powers  of  the 
earth.  While  we  are  \viSX  to  all,  we  require  (hat  all  shall  be  just  to  us. 
Excepting  the  differences  with  Mexico  and  Great  Britain,  our  relations 
with  all  civilized  nations  are  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  this  eolightened  age  these  differences  may  be  amicably  | 
adjusted. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-  in  his  annual  report  to  Congress  will  I 
communicate*  a  full  statement  of  the  condition  of  our  finances.  The  im- 
ports for  the  fiscal  year  endiug  ou  the  30th  of  June  last  were  of  the  value 
or$ii7,254,5G4,  of  which  the  amount  exported  was  $15,346,830,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $101,907,734  for  domestic  cousumption.  The  exports  for 
the  same  year  were  of  the  value  of  $1 14.646,606,  of  wliich  the  amount  of 
domestic  articles  was  $99,299,776.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  same  year  were  $29. 769, 133.56.  of  which  there  were  derived  from 
customs  $17,528,112,70,  from  sales  of  public  lands  $3,077,022.30,  and 
from  incidental  and  miscellaneous.'u^urces  $[63,998.56.  Theexpendittms 
for  the  same  period  were  $29,968,206.98,  of  which  $8,588,157,62  were 
ai^lied  to  the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debt.  The  balance  in  the  Treastuy 
on  the  i»t  of  July  last  was  $7,658,306.22.  The  amoimt  of  the  public 
debt  remaining  unpaid  on  the  ist  of  October  last  was  $17,075,445,52, 
Further  payment.s  of  the  public  debt  would  have  been  made,  in  antici- 
patioj  of  the  period  of  its  reimbursement  under  the  authority  conferred 
npon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  acts  of  July  21,  184 1,  and  of 
April  15,  1842,  and  March  3, 1843.  bad  not  the  unsettled  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico  menaced  hostile  coUision  with  that  power.  In  view 
of  such  a  contingency  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  retain  in  the  Treasury  f 
an  amount  unusually  lurge  for  ordinary  purposes.  ■ 

A  few  years  ago  our  whole  national  debt  growing  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tion and  the  War  of  t8i3  with  Great  Britain  was  extinguished,  and  we 
presented  to  the  world  the  rare  and  noble  spectacle  of  a  great  and  grow- 
ing |)eople  who  had  fully  discharged  every  obligation.  Since  that  tine 
the  existing  debt  has  been  contracted,  and,  small  as  it  is  in  comparison 
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with  the  similar  burdens  of  nuKt  other  nations.  It  should  be  extin  jfutshed 
«t  the  earliest  practicable  period.  Should  the  ■Aa.Sx  of  the  country  permit, 
and  especially  if  our  foreign  relation:!  interpose  no  obstacle,  it  is  contem- 
plated to  apply  all  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury-  as  they  accroc,  beyond 
what  is  required  for  the  appropriations  by  Congresi;,  to  its  liquidation. 
I  cherish  the  hope  of  soon  being  able  to  congratuLite  tlie  country-  on  its 
recovering  once  more  the  lofty  postion  which  it  so  recently  occupied. 
Our  country,  which  exhibits  to  the  world  the  benefits  of  self-government, 
in  developing  all  the  sources  of  national  prosperity  owes  to  mankind  the 
permanent  example  of  a  nation  free  from  the  bhgbtiog  influence  of  a 
public  debt. 

The  attention  of  Coogre<s  is  invited  to  the  importance  of  making  suit- 
able modi6catious  and  redtictious  of  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  our 
present  tariff  laws.  The  object  of  imposing  duties  on  imports  should  be 
to  raise  rwcnuc  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government.  Congress 
may  undoubtedly,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  discriminate  in 
arranging  the  rates  of  duty  on  different  articles,  but  the  discriminatioDS 
should  be  within  the  revenue  standard  and  be  made  with  the  x-iew  to 
raise  money  for  the  support  of  Government. 

It  becomes  important  to  understand  distinctly  what  is  meant  by  a 
revenue  standard  the  maximum  of  which  slionld  not  be  exceeded  in  the 
rates  of  duty  imposed.  It  is  conceded,  and  experience  proves,  that  duties 
may  be  laid  so  high  as  to  diminish  or  prohilnt  altogether  the  importation 
of  any  given  article,  aud  thereby  lessen  or  destroy  the  re\'6nuc  which  at 
lower  rates  would  be  derived  from  its  importation.  Such  duties  exceed 
the  revenue  rates  and  are  not  imposed  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of 
Government.  If  Congress  levy  a  duty  for  revenue  of  i  per  cent  on  a 
given  article,  it  will  produce  a  given  amount  of  money  to  the  Treasury 
and  will  incidentally  and  necessarily  afford  protecti<Mi  or  advantage  to 
the  amount  of  i  per  cent  to  the  home  nianufacturer  of  a  Mmilar  or  like 
article  over  the  importer.  If  the  duty  be  raised  to  lo  per  cent,  it  will 
produce  a  greater  amount  of  money  and  afford  greater  protection.  If  it 
be  still  raised  to  20.  25,  or  30  per  cent,  and  if  as  it  is  mLied  the  re\'enue 
derived  from  it  is  found  to  be  increased,  the  protection  or  advantage  will 
also  be  increased;  but  if  it  be  raised  to  31  per  cent,  and  it  is  found  that 
the  revenue  produced  at  that  rate  is  less  than  at  jo  per  cent,  it  ceases  to 
be  a  revenue  duty.  The  precise  point  in  the  ascending  scale  of  duties 
at  which  it  is  ascertained  from  experience  that  the  revenue  is  greatest  is 
the  maximum  rate  of  duty  which  can  be  laid  for  the  bona.fidt  purpose 
of  collecting  money  for  the  support  of  Go\'cmment.  To  raise  the  duties 
higher  than  that  point,  and  thereby  diminish  the  amount  collected,  is  to 
levy  them  for  protection  merely,  and  not  for  revenue.  As  long,  then,  as 
Congress  may  gradually  increase  the  rate  of  duty  on  a  given  article,  and 
tbc  revenue  is  increased  by  such  increase  of  duty,  they  are  within  the 
revenue  standard.    When  tbey  go  beyond  tbat  point,  and  as  they  increase 
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the  duties,  the  revenue  is  diminished  or  destroyed;  the  act  ceases  to 
for  its  object  tlic  raising  of  money  to  support  Govemmeut ,  but  is  for  pro- 
tecttoa  merely.  It  does  tiut  follow  that  Congress  should  levy  the  highest 
duty  CD  all  articles  of  import  which  they  will  bear  withia  the  revenue 
gtatidard,  for  such  rates  would  probably  produce  a  much  larger  amount 
than  the  economical  administration  of  the  Government  would  require. 
Nor  (loeii  it  follow  that  the  duties  on  all  articles  should  be  at  the  same 
or  a  horizontal  rate.  Some  articles  will  bear  a  much  higher  nn'Cnuc 
duty  than  others.  Below  the  maximum  of  the  revenue  standard  Con- 
gress may  u.nd  ought  to  di»;riminate  in  the  rates  imposed,  taking  care 
90  to  adjust  them  on  different  articles  as  to  produce  in  the  aggregate  the 
amount  which,  when  added  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 
may  he  needed  to  pay  the  economical  expenses  of  the  Goi.'ernment. 

In  levying  a  tariff  of  duties  Congress  exercise  the  taxing  power,  and 
for  purposes  of  revenue  may  select  the  objects  of  taxation.  They  may 
exempt  certain  articles  altogether  and  permit  their  importation  free  of 
duty.  On  others  they  may  impose  low  duties.  In  these  cla.sscs  Rhould 
be  embraced  such  articles  of  necesdty  as  arc  in  general  use,  and  especially 
such  as  are  consumed  by  the  laborer  and  poor  as  well  as  by  the  wealthy 
citizen.  Care  should  be  taken  that  all  the  great  interests  of  ttic  coun- 
try', including  manufactures,  agriculture,  commerce,  navigation,  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  should,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  derive  equal  advan* 
tages  from  the  incidental  protection  which  a  just  system  of  re^'cnuc  duties 
may  afford.  Taxation,  direct  or  indirect,  is  a  burden,  and  it  should  be 
so  imposed  as  to  operate  as  equally  as  may  he  on  all  classes  in  the  pro- 
portion of  their  ability  to  bear  it.  To  make  the  taxing-  power  an  actual 
benefit  to  one  class  necessarily  increases  the  burden  of  the  others  beyond 
their  proportion,  and  would  be  manifestly  unjust.  The  terms  "protec- 
tion to  domestic  industry*"  are  of  popular  import,  but  they  should  apply 
under  a  just  system  to  alt  the  various  branches  uf  industry  in  our  coun- 
try. The  farmer  or  planter  who  toils  yearly  in  bis  fields  is  engaged  In 
"domestic  industry,"  and  is  as  much  entitled  to  have  his  labor  "pro- 
tected" as  the  mauufacturcr.  the  man  of  commerce,  the  na%-igator,  fx  the 
mechanic,  who  are  engaged  also  in  "domestic  industry"  in  their  different 
pursuits.  The  joint  labors  of  all  these  classes  constitute  the  nggregatc 
of  the  "domestic  industry'  "  of  the  nation,  and  they  are  equally  entitled  to 
the  nation's  "protection."  No  one  of  them  can  justly  claim  to  be  the 
exclusive  recipient  of  "protection."  which  can  only  be  afforded  by  in- 
creasiug  burdens  on  the  "domestic  industry"  of  the  others. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  it  remains  to  inquire  bow  far  the  tarifiF  act  o( 
184J  is  consistent  with  them.  That  many  of  the  provisions  of  that  act 
arc  in  \-ioIation  of  the  cardinal  principles  here  laid  down  all  must  concede. 
The  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  it  on  some  articles  are  prohibitory  and  on 
others  so  high  as  greatly  to  diminish  importations  and  to  produce  a  less 
amount  of  revenue  than  would  be  derived  from  lower  rates.    They  operate 
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ts  "protection  merely"  to  one  branch  of  ' '  domestic  industry  "  by  taxing 
other  branches. 

By  the  introduction  of  minimums,  or  assumed  and  false  values,  and  by 
tc  imposition  of  spcciiic  duties  the  iujusticc  and  inequality  of  the  act  of 
S43  in  its  practical  operations  on  different  classes  and  pursuit:^  are  seen 
and  felt.  Many  of  the  oppressive  duties  imposed  by  it  itndcr  the  opera- 
tion of  these  principles  range  from  1  per  cent  to  more  than  aoo  per  cent. 
They  arc  prohibitory  on  some  articles  and  partially  so  on  others,  and  bear 
most  heavily  on  articles  of  common  necessity  and  but  lightly  on  articles  of 
luxury.  It  is  so  framed  that  much  the  greatest  burden  which  it  imposes 
is  thrown  on  labor  and  the  poorer  classes,  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it, 
while  it  protects  capital  and  exempts  the  rich  froo'  paying  thdr  just  pro- 
portion of  tlte  taxation  required  for  the  .support  of  Government.  While 
it  protects  the  capital  of  the  wealthy  manufacturer  and  increases  his 
profits,  it  doe«  not  benefit  the  operatives  or  laborers  in  his  employment, 
whose  wages  have  not  been  increased  by  it.  Articles  of  prime  necessity 
or  of  coarse  quality  and  low  price,  used  by  the  masses  of  the  people,  are 
in  many  instances  sabjectcd  by  it  to  heavy  taxes,  while  articles  of  finer 
quality  and  higher  price,  or  o£  luxtuy,  which  can  be  used  only  by  the 
opulent,  are  lightly  taxed.  It  imposes  hea^-y  and  unjust  bttrdens  on 
the  fanner,  the  planter,  the  commercial  man,  and  those  of  all  other  pur- 
suits except  the  capitalist  who  has  made  his  investments  in  inanufac- 
tare*.  All  the  great  interests  of  the  country  are  not  as  nearly  as  may 
be  practicable  cqimlly  protected  by  it. 

The  Government  in  thcor>'  knows  no  distinction  of  persons  or  classes, 
and  should  not  bestow  upon  some  favors  and  privileges  which  all  others 
may  not  enjoy.  It  was  the  purpose  of  its  ilhtstriotis  founders  to  base  the 
institutions  which  they  reared  upon  the  great  and  tmclianging  principles 
of  justice  and  equity,  conscious  that  if  administered  in  the  spirit  in  whidt 
they  were  conceived  they  would  be  felt  only  by  t!ie  benefits  which  they 
diffused,  and  would  secure  for  themselves  a  defense  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  more  po'werful  than  standing  armies  and  all  the  means  and  appli- 
ances invented  to  sustain  governments  founded  in  injustice  and  oppression. 

The  well-known  fact  that  the  tariff  act  of  1 842  was  passed  by  a  majority 
of  one  vote  in  the  Senate  and  two  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  some  of  those  who  felt  themselves  con.strained,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  existing  at  the  time,  to  vote  in  its  favor,  proclaimed  it£ 
defects  and  expressed  their  determination  to  aid  in  its  modification  on 
the  first  opportunity,  affords  strong'  and  conclusive  evidence  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  be  permanent,  and  of  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  its 
thorough  revision. 

In  recommending  to  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  present  rates  of  duty 
and  a  rei'i&ion  and  modification  of  the  act  of  1843,  I  am  far  from  enter- 
taining opinions  anfriendly  to  the  manufacturers.  On  the  contrary,  I 
desire  to  see  them  prosperous  as  far  as  they  can  be  90  without  imposing 
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unequal  burdens  on  other  interests.  Tbe  advantagre  under  aojr  syBtem  of 
indirect  taxation,  even  within  the  revenue  standard,  must  be  in  fa^■of 
of  the  miuiufacturing  interest,  uiid  of  this  no  other  interest  will  compUiiL 

I  rccommeud  to  Conj^rt-ss  the  alwlitiou  vi  tUc  ininiinmn  principle,  or  ^ 
assumed,  arbitrary,  and  false  values,  and  of  specific  duties,  and  the  sub-  M 
stttntion  in  their  place  of  ad  valorem  duties  as  the  faittrst  and  most  eqni-  ™ 
table  indirect  tax  whicli  can  be  imposed.  By  \\\e  ad ivlorem  principle  all 
articles  are  taxed  according  to  their  cost  or  vahic.  and  those  which  art  of 
inferior  quality  or  of  small  coat  bear  only  the  just  proportion  of  tbe  lax 
with  thoM  which  are  of  superior  quality  or  greater  cost.  The  articles 
consumed  by  all  arc  taxed  at  the  same  rate.  A  system  of  ad  vahrem 
revenue  duties,  with  proper  discriminations  and  proper  guards  against 
frauds  in  collecting  them,  it  Is  not  doubted  will  afford  ample  iucidenta] 
advantages  to  tbe  manufacturers  and  euabic  them  to  derive  as  great 
profits  as  can  be  derived  from  auy  other  regular  business.  It  is  believed 
that  such  a  system  strictly  within  the  rt:veuue  standard  will  place  the 
tuaiiufacturing  interests  on  a  stable  footing  &n<l  inure  to  their  pcrma> 
nent  adv-antnge,  while  it  will  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable  extend 
to  all  the  grent  interests  of  the  country  tb«  incidental  protection  which 
can  be  afforded  by  our  revenue  laws.  Such  a  system,  when  once  firmly 
established,  would  be  permanent,  and  not  be  subject  to  the  constant  com- 
plaints,  agitations,  and.  changes  which  must  ever  occur  when  duties  are 
not  laid  for  revenue,  hut  for  the  "protection  merely"  of  a  favored  interest. 

In  the  dehberations  of  Congress  oa  this  subject  it  is  hoped  that  a 
spirit  of  mutual  concession  and  compromise  between  conflicting  iuterests 
may  pre%'ail,  and  that  the  result  of  their  laboru  may  be  crowned  with  the 
happiest  consequences. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  provided  that  "no  money 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appreciations 
made  by  law."  A  public  treasury  was  undoubtedly  contemplated  and 
intended  to  be  created,  in  which  the  pubUc  money  should  be  kept  from 
the  period  of  collection  until  needed  for  public  uses.  In  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money  no  agencies  have  ever  been  employed 
by  law  except  such  as  were  appointed  by  the  Government .  directly  respon- 
sible to  it  and  under  its  control.  The  safe-lceeping  of  the  public  money 
should  be  confided  to  a  public  tTeasur>-  created  by  law  and  under  like 
TC^mnsibility  and  control.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  fraroers  of 
the  Coostitution  could  have  intended  that  a  treasury'  should  be  created  aa 
a  i^ace  of  deposit  and  safe- keeping  of  the  public  money  which  was  irre- 
sponsible to  the  Govenuneut.  Tlie  first  Congress  under  the  Constitution, 
by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  September,  1 789,  ' '  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment," provided  fur  the  ai>poiutment  of  a  Trcahurcr.  and  made  it  his 
duty  "to  receii'cand  keep  tbe  moneys  of  the  United  States"  and  "at  all 
times  to  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  ComptroUei .  or 
cither  of  them,  the  io»pccliou  of  tbe  moneys  iu  his  bands." 
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That  banks,  nxtional  or  Stat«.  could  not  bavi;  been  iiUeiiclctl  to  be  used 
as  a  substitute  for  the  Treasury  spoken  of  in  the  Coustitutiuu  as  kctiKa-s 
of  the  public  money  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  at  that  time  there  was 
no  national  bonk,  and  but  three  or  four  State  banks,  of  limited  capital, 
existed  in  the  country.  Their  employment  as  dc-positorios  wa.s  at  first 
resorted  to  to  a  limited  extent,  but  with  iu>  avowed  iiiieotion  oCcontin* 
uing  them  permanently  in  place  of  the  Treasury-  of  the  Constitution. 
Wlien  they  were  afterwards  from  time  to  time  employed,  it  was  from 
motives  of  supposed  couvenience.  Our  experience  has  shown  that  when 
banking  corporations  have  been  tlie  kt^pers  of  the  public  money,  and 
been  thereby  made  in  effect  the  Treasur>',  tlie  Go%-emment  can  liave  uo 
■  guaranty  that  it  can  command  the  use  of  its  own  money  for  public  pur- 
posc-i.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  proved  to  be  faithless.  The 
State  banks  which  were  af  tcuvards  employed  were  faithless.  But  a  few 
years  ago,  with  millions  of  public  mouey  in  their  keeping,  the  Govern- 
ment was  brought  almost  to  bankruptcy  and  the  public  credit  seriously 
impaired  because  of  their  inability  or  indisposition  to  pay  on  demand  to 
the  public  creditor.<t  in  the  only  currency  recognized  by  the  ConKtitution. 
Their  failure  occurred  in  a  period  of  peace,  and  great  inconvenience  and 
loss  were  suffered  by  the  public  from  it.  Had  the  country  been  involved 
in  a  foreign  war,  that  inconvenience  and  loss  would  have  been  much 
greater,  and  might  have  resulted  in  extreme  public  calamity.  The  pub- 
he  money  should  not  be  mingled  with  the  private  funds  of  hanks  or 
individuals  or  be  used  for  private  purposes.  When  it  is  placed  in  banks 
for  safe-keeping,  it  is  in  effect  loaned  to  them  without  interest,  and  is 
loaned  by  them  upon  interest  to  the  borrowers  from  Lhein.  The  pubUc 
mouey  is  converted  into  banking  capital,  and  is  used  and  loaned  out  for 
the  private  profit  of  bank  stockholders,  and  when  called  for,  as  was  the 
case  in  1837,  it  may  be  in  the  pockets  of  the  borrowers  from  the  banks 
instead  of  being  in  the  public  Treasury  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  framers  of  the  Com>titutioa  could  never  have  intended  that 
the  money  paid  into  the  Treasury  should  be  thus  converted  to  private 
use  and  placed  beyond  the  coutrol  of  the  Governmout. 

Banks  which  hold  the  public  mouey  are  often  tempted  by  a  de»re  of 
gain  to  extend  their  loans,  increase  their  drculatiou,  and  thus  stimulate, 
if  not  produce,  a  s^rit  of  specuhitiou  and  extravagance  wliich  sooner  or 
later  must  result  in  ruin  to  thousands.  If  the  public  money  be  not  per- 
mitted to  be  thus  used,  but  be  kept  in  the  Treasury  and  paid  out  to  the 
public  creditors  in  gold  and  silver,  the  temptation  afforded  by  its  deposit 
with  banks  to  an  imdue  expansion  of  their  busines.'i  would  be  cliecked. 
wliile  the  amount  of  the  constitutional  currency  left  in  circulation  would 
be  enlarged  by  its  employment  in  the  public  collections  and  disburse- 
ments, and  the  banks  theuiselveis  would  in  consequence  be  found  in  a 
safer  and  sounder  condition.  At  present  State  banks  are  employed  aa 
depositories,  but  withou*  '"'•"nate  regulation  of  law  whereby  the  public 
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money  can  be  secured  against  the  casualties  and  excesses,  renil^ons, 
suspeoaons,  and  defalcations  to  which  from  o%-erissues,  overtrading,  aa 
inordinnte  desire  for  gain,  or  other  causes  tbey  are  constantly  exposed. 
The  Secretary  of  thi;  Treasury  has  in  all  cases  when  it  was  practicable 
taken  collateral  sectirity  for  the  amount  which  they  hold,  by  the  pledge 
of  stocks  of  the  United  States  or  such  of  the  States  as  were  in  good  credit. 
Some  of  tlie  deposit  bitnks  have  j^iven  thi^  description  of  security  and 
others  have  declined  to  do  sa 

KnteJtainiiig  the  opinion  that  "the  separation  of  the  money's  of  the 
Government  from  banking  institutions  is  indUpensable  for  the  safety 
of  the  funds  of  the  Govemmcut  and  the  rights  of  the  people,"  I  recom- 
taeud  to  Congress  that  i>ro\'ision  be  made  by  law  for  such  separation,  and 
that  a  constitutional  treasury  be  created  for  the  safckecpunf  of  the  pub- 
lic mooey.  The  constitutional  treasury  recommended  is  desiKocd  as 
a  secure  depositor)'  for  the  public  money,  without  any  power  to  moke 
loans  or  discounts  or  to  issue  any  paper  whatever  as  a  currency  or  cir- 
culation. I  can  nut  doubt  that  such  a  treasury  as  was  contemplated 
by  the  Constitution  sliould  be  independent  of  alt  banking  corporations. 
The  money  of  the  people  should  be  kept  in  the  Treasury  of  the  people 
created  by  low,  and  be  in  the  custody  of  agents  of  the  people  cbosen  by 
themselves  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution — agents  who  arc 
directly  responsible  to  the  Government,  who  are  under  adequate  bonds 
and  oaths,  and  who  are  subject  to  se\'ere  punishments  for  any  embezzle- 
ment, private  use,  or  misapplication  of  the  public  funds,  and  for  any  fail- 
ure in  other  respects  to  perform  their  duties.  To  say  that  tlie  people  or 
their  Government  are  incompetent  or  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  custody 
of  their  o«ti  money  in  their  own  Trcasur>-.  provided  by  themselves,  but 
must  rely  on  the  presidents,  cashiers,  and  stockholders  c^  banking  cor- 
porations, not  appointed  by  them  nor  responsible  to  them,  would  be  to 
concede  that  they  are  incompetent  for  self-government. 

In  recommeuding  the  eslablisbuient  of  a  constitutional  treasury  in 
which  the  public  money  shall  be  kept,  I  desire  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  by  law  for  its  safety  and  that  all  Executive  discretion  or  control 
OTcr  it  shall  be  removed,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  in  directing 
its  disbursement  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

Under  our  present  land  system,  limiting  the  minimum  price  at  which 
the  pubhc  lands  can  be  entered  lo  $1.25  per  acre,  large  quantities  of 
lands  of  inferior  quality  remain  unsold  becau.se  they  will  not  command 
tliat  price.  From  the  records  of  the  General  I^nd  OfBce  it  appears  that 
of  the  public  lands  remaining  unsold  in  the  se^-eral  States  and  Territories 
in  which  they  arc  situated.  39.105.577  acres  have  been  in  the  market 
subject  to  entry  more  than  twenty  years,  49,638.644  aoxs  for  more  than 
fifteen  years,  73,074,600  acres  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  106,176,961 
acres  for  more  than  five  years.  Much  the  largest  portion  of  thette  lauds 
will  continue  to  be  unsalable  at  the  minimum  price  at  which  they  are 
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permitted  to  be  sold  so  long  as  large  tenitories  of  lands  from  which  the 
mure  valuable  portions  have  uot  been  stlected  are  annually  brouglil 
into  market  by  the  Coveniment.  Wiih  the  view  to  the  sale  and  settle- 
ment of  these  inferior  lauds,  I  recomniecd  that  the  price  be  gradiiatcl 
oud  reduced  below  the  present  ininiiuum  rate,  confiDJiig  the  sales  at  the 
reduced  prioes  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  in  limited  quantities.  If  grad- 
uated and  reduced  in  price  for  a  limited  terra  to  %\  per  acre,  and  after 
the  expiration  of  that  period  for  a  second  and  third  term  to  lower  rates, 
a  large  portion  of  these  lands  would  be  purdiascd,  and  oiany  worthy 
citizens  who  are  unable  to  pay  lugher  rates  could  purchase  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  By  adopting  the  policy  of  gr^uation  and 
reduction  of  price  these  iuferior  lands  will  be  sold  for  their  real  value, 
while  tJie  States  in  which  they  lie  will  be  freed  from  tlte  iucoQvenicnce, 
if  not  injustice,  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  consequence  of  the  United 
States  continuing  to  own  large  quantities  of  the  public  lands  ivithin  their 
borders  not  liable  to  taxatiuu  for  the  support  of  their  local  guvemaicnts, 

I  recommend  the  continuance  of  tlie  polic>'  of  granting  preemptions  in 
its  most  liberal  extent  to  all  those  who  have  settled  or  may  hereafter  settle 
on  the  public  lands,  whether  sur\-cyed  or  unsmrcyed.  to  which  the  Indian 
title  may  have  been  extinguished  at  the  time  of  settlement.  It  has  been 
found  by  experience  that  in  consequence  of  combinations  of  pttrchasen 
and  other  cntises  n  very  small  quantity  of  the  pnWic  lands,  when  sold  at 
public  auction,  couimands  a  higher  price  than  the  miuinmm  rates  estab- 
lished by  law.  The  settlers  on  the  public  lands  are,  however,  but  rarely 
able  to  secure  their  homes  and  iniprovements  at  the  public  sales  at  that 
rate,  because  these  combinations,  by  means  of  the  capital  they  command 
and  their  superior  ability  to  purchase,  render  it  impossible  for  the  settler 
to  compete  with  them  iu  the  market.  By  putting  dowa  all  competition 
these  comlnuattons  of  capitalists  and  speculators  are  usually  enabled  to 
purchase  the  binds,  including  llio  improvements  of  the  settlers,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  the  Govenimeut,  and  either  turn  them  out  of  their 
homes  or  extort  from  them,  according  to  their  ability  to  pay.  double  or 
quadruple  the  amount  paid  for  them  to  the  Govenimeut.  It  is  to  the 
enterprise  and  perseverance  of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  the  West,  who  pene- 
trate the  wilderness  with  their  families,  .suffer  the  dangers,  the  pri\'atiOttS, 
and  hardships  attending  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  body  of  emigrants  who  in  the  course  of  n  few  years  usually 
follow  them ,  that  wc  arc  in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  tlie  rapid  extension 
and  aggrandizement  of  our  country. 

Experience  has  proved  that  no  portion  of  nur  population  are  more  patri- 
otic than  the  hardy  and  brave  men  of  tlte  frontier,  or  more  ready  to  obey 
the  call  of  their  country  and  to  defend  her  rights  and  her  honor  when- 
ever  and  by  whatever  enemy  assailed.  They  should  be  protected  from 
the  grasping  speculator  and  sectu-ed,  at  the  minimum  pricu  of  thepublic 
lands,  in  the  humble  homes  which  they  have  improved  by  their  labor. 
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With  this  «Dd  JQ  view,  all  vexatloDS  or  tinneccssaiy  Tcstrictioas  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  existing  pretmpliou  laws  should  be  repealed  or  modi- 
fied. It  is  the  true  policy  of  the  GoverumcDt  to  afford  facilities  to  its 
citizens  to  become  the  owners  of  wnall  portions  of  ottr  vast  public  domain 
at  low  and  moderate  rates. 

The  present  system  of  managing  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  States 
is  believed  to  be  radically  defective.  Mote  than  1,000,000  acres  of  the 
public  lands,  supposed  to  contain  lead  and  other  minerals,  have  been 
rc.scr\'cd  from  sale,  and  numerous  leases  upon  them  have  been  granted  to 
individuals  upon  a  stipulated  rent.  The  system  of  granting  leases  has 
proved  to  be  not  ouly  unprofitable  to  the  Govenunent,  bat  tmsattsfactory 
to  the  citiaieiis  who  have  gone  upon  the  lands,  and  must,  if  continued, 
lay  the  foundation  of  much  future  difficulty  betwecu  the  Government 
and  the  lessees.  According  to  the  official  records,  the  amonnt  of  rents 
received  by  the  Oovcmmcnt  for  the  years  184.1,  1842,  1843,  and  1844  was 
$6,354.74.  while  the  expenses  of  the  system  during  the  same  period, 
including  salaiics  of  superintendents,  agents,  clerks,  aud  incidental  ex- 
penses, were  $36,111.11,  the  income  being  less  than  otK-fottTth  of  the 
expenses.  To  this  pecuniary  loss  luay  be  added  the  injury  sustained  by 
the  pubhc  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  timber  and  the  careless 
and  wasteful  manner  of  working  the  mines.  The  system  lias  given  rise 
to  much  litigatiou  between  the  United  States  and  individual  citizens,  pro- 
dudug  irritation  and  excitement  in  the  mineral  region,  and  involving 
the  Gcrveriimeiit  in  heavy  additional  c.'Cpetiditures.  It  is  belic\-ed  that 
similar  losses  and  embarrassments  will  continue  to  occur  while  the  pres' 
ent  system  of  teasing  these  lands  remains  unchanged.  These  lands  ore 
now  under  the  superintendence  and  care  of  the  War  Department,  with 
the  ordinary  duties  of  which  they  have  no  proper  or  natural  connection. 
I  recommend  the  repeal  of  tlic  present  S)-stem,  and  that  these  lands  be 
placed  under  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the  General  Land 
OfEce,  as  other  public  lauds,  and  be  brought  into  market  and  sold  upon 
such  terms  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom  may  prescribe,  reserving  to  the 
Gm-emment  an  equitable  percentage  of  the  gross  amount  of  mineral 
product,  and  that  the  preemption  principle  be  extended  to  resident  miners 
and  settlers  upon  tbcm  at  the  minimnm  price  which  may  be  established 
by  Congress. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
information  respecting  the  present  situatioti  of  the  vVnny  and  its  opera- 
tions during  the  post  year,  the  state  of  our  defenses,  the  condition  of  the 
public  works,  and  our  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  within  our 
limits  or  upon  our  borders.  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  suggestions 
contained  in  that  report  in  relation  to  tlieje  prominent  objects  of  national 
interest.  When  orders  were  given  during  the  post  summer  for  concen- 
tratiuK  a  military  force  ou  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  our  troops  wc« 
widely  dispersed  aud  in  small  detachments,  occupying  posts  retoote  from 
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each  otiier.  The  prompt  anil  expeditious  manner  in  wUdi  an  army 
canbraciiig  mote  ihau  liaU  our  peace  establishment  was  drawn  together 
on  an  emergency  so  sudden  reflects  great  credit  ou  tiie  officers  who  were 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  these  orders,  as  well  as  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  Army  itself.  To  be  in  strength  to  protect  and  defend  the  people 
and  territoT)-  of  Texas  in  the  event  Mexico  shotiUl  commence  hostilities  or 
invade  her  territories  with  a  large  army,  which  she  threatened,  I  anlhor- 
ized  the  general  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  occupation  to 
make  requisitions  for  additional  forces  from  several  of  the  States  nearest 
the  Texan  territory,  and  which  could  most  expeditiously  furnish  them, 
if  in  his  opinion  a  larger  force  than  that  under  his  coomiand  and  the 
auxiliary  aid  which  under  like  circumstances  he  'n'as  authorized  to 
receive  from  Texas  should  be  required.  The  contingency  upon  which 
the  exercise  of  tbiH  authority  depended  has  not  occurred.  The  circum- 
starices  under  which  two  companies  of  Slate  artillery  from  thecity  of  New 
Orleans  were  sent  into  Texas  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  are  fully  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Sccre(ar>-  of  War.  I  recom- 
mend to  Congress  tliat  prm-isiou  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  troops. 
OS  well  as  a  small  number  of  Texan  volunteers  whom  the  commanditig 
general  thought  it  necessary  (o  receive  or  muster  into  oar  service. 

During  the  last  summer  the  First  Regiment  of  Dragoons  made  exten- 
sdve  excursions  through  the  Indian  country  on  our  borders,  a  part  of  them 
advancing  nearly  to  the  possessions  of  the  Hudsous  Bay  Company  in  the 
Dorth,  and  a  part  as  far  as  the  South  Pass  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  head  wateni  of  the  trihutarj'  streams  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West. 
The  exliibition  of  this  military  force  among  the  Indian  tribes  in  those  dis- 
tant regions  and  the  councils  held  with  them  by  the  commanders  of  the 
expeditions,  it  is  believed,  will  liavc  a  salutary  influence  in  restraining 
them  from  hostilities  among  themsetves  and  maintaining  friendly  rela- 
tions between  them  and  the  United  States.  An  iuterestiug  account  of 
one  of  these  excorsions  aoximpanies  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Under  the  directions  of  the  War  Department  Brevet  Captain  Fremont,  of 
the  Corp5  of  Topographical  ETigineers.  has  been  employed  since  1842 
in  exploring  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  Two  expeditions  have  already  been  brought  to  a  close,  and 
the  reports  of  that  scientific  and  enterprising  officer  have  funiished  much 
interesting  and  valuable  information.  He  is  now  engaged  in  a  third 
expedition,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  this  arduous  ser%-ice  will  be  com- 
pleted in  season  to  enable  me  to  communicate  the  result  to  Congress  at 
the  present  session. 

Our  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes  are  of  a  favorable  character.  The 
policy  of  removing  them  to  a  country  designed  for  their  permanent  resi- 
dence west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  without  the  limits  of  the  organized 
States  and  Territories,  is  better  appreciated  by  them  than  it  was  a  few 
jrears  ago,  while  education  is  now  attended  to  and  the  habits  of  civilized 
life  are  gaining  ground  among  them. 
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Serious  difficulties  of  long  standing  continue  to  distract  the  several  i 
parties  into  which  the  Cherokee^  are  uahappily  divided.  The  efforts  of  fl 
the  Govenunent  to  adjust  the  diflScuIties  between  them  have  heretofore 
proved  utLsuccessful,  and  there  remains  no  probability  that  thi<i  desira- 
ble object  can  be  accomplished  \nthout  the  aid  of  further  legislation  by 
Congress.  I  will  at  an  early  period  of  your  session  present  the  snbject 
for  yoiu- consideration,  aocompanicd  with  an  expo^tion  of  the  complaints 
and  claims  of  the  several  parties  into  which  the  nation  is  divided,  with 
a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  by  Congress  as  may  enable  the 
Bxecutive  to  do  justice  to  them,  respectively,  and  to  put  an  end,  if  possi* 
ble,  to  the  dissensions  which  have  Ipng  prevailed  and  still  prevail  among 
them. 

1  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  for  the  presient 
condition  of  tliat  brauch  of  the  national  defetise  and  for  grave  sugges- 
tions having  for  their  object  the  increase  of  its  efficiency  and  a  greater 
eccmomy  in  its  management.  During  the  past  year  the  ofiScers  and 
men  have  performed  their  duty  in  a  satisfactor>-  manner.  The  orders 
which  ha\'e  been  K'^''^  have  been  executed  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 
A  larger  Force  than  has  often  formed  one  squadron  under  our  flag 
^vas  readily  concentrated  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  apparently  without 
tmusual  effort.  It  is  especially  to  be  obscr\-ed  that  notwithstanding 
the  union  of  so  considerable  a  force,  no  act  was  committed  that  ex'en  the 
jealousy  of  au  irritated  power  could  construe  as  an  act  of  aggressioD,  and 
tbat  the  commander  of  the  sc^nadron  and  his  officers,  in  strict  conformity 
with  tlieir  instructions,  holding  themselves  ever  ready  for  the  most  active 
duty,  have  achieved  the  still  purer  glor>'  of  contributing  to  the  preserve* 
tion  of  jxacc.  It  is  bclic%'cd  that  at  all  our  fureiga  stations  the  honor  of 
our  flag  Las  been  maintained  and  that  generally  our  ships  of  war  liavc 
he«n  distill  guislied  for  their  good  discipline  and  order.  I  am  happy  to 
add  that  the  display  of  maritime  force  which  was  required  by  the  events 
of  the  summer  has  been  niade  wholly  within  the  usual  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  year,  so  that  no  additional  appropriations  are  required. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  with  it  the  navigating  inter- 
ests, have  steadily  and  rapidly  increased  since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  until,  it  is  believed,  we  arc  now  secoad  to  but  one  power  in 
the  world,  and  at  no  distant  day  we  shall  probably  be  inferior  to  none. 
Exposed  as  they  must  be,  it  has  been  a  wise  policy  to  afford  to  these  im- 
portant Interests  protection  with  our  ships  of  war  distributed  in  the  great 
highways  of  trade  throughout  the  world.  For  more  tliau  thirty  years 
appropriations  have  been  made  and  auntially  expended  for  the  gradual 
uicrease  of  our  naval  forces.  In.peace  our  Navy  performs  the  important 
duty  of  protecting  our  commerce,  and  in  the  event  of  war  will  be,  as  it 
has  been,  a  most  eCBcient  means  of  defense. 

The  successful  use  of  steam  navigation  on  the  ocean  has  been  followed 
by  the  introduction  of  war  steamers  in  great  and  increasing  numbers  into 
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the  aavies  of  the  principal  maritjme  powers  of  tlie  world .     A  due  reirard 

to  OUT  own  safety  and  to  an  ef&deot  protection  to  oar  large  and  Lncrefla> 
log  commerce  demands  a  corresponding  increase  oa  our  part.  No  coua- 
try  has  greater  facilities  for  the  constniction  of  vessels  of  this  description 
than  ours,  or  can  promise  itself  greater  advantages  from  their  employ- 
ment. They  are  admirably  ad.ipte  I  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce, 
to  the  rapid  transmission  of  intelligence,  and  to  the  coast  dcfcn.-«.  In 
pursuance  of  the  wise  policy  of  a  gradual  increase  of  our  Navy,  large 
supplies  of  li%-e-oak  timber  and  other  materials  for  shipbuilding  have 
been  collected  and  arc  now  under  shelter  and  iu  a  »tate  of  good  preserva- 
tion, white  iron  steamers  can  be  bnilt  with  great  facility  in  various  parts 
of  the  Uuioa.  The  use  of  iron  as  a  material,  especially  in  the  construc- 
tion of  steamers  wliich  can  enter  with  safety  many  of  the  harbors  along 
cm  coast  now  inaccessible  to\-es8els  of  greater  draft,  and  the  practica- 
bility of  coudtructing  them  in  tlie  interior,  strongly  recommend  that 
liberal  appropriations  sitould  be  made  for  this  importaut  object.  Wliat- 
e^-er  may  have  been  our  policy  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Government, 
when  the  nation  ^-as  in  its  infancy,  out  stilpping  interests  and  commerce 
comparatively  small,  our  resources  limited,  our  population  sparse  and 
scarcely  exteuding  beyond  the  limits  of  the  original  thirteen  States,  that 
policy  must  be  essentially  different  now  that  wt*  have  grown  from  three 
to  more  than  twenty  millions  of  people,  tlmt  our  commerce,  carried  in 
wa  own  ships,  is  found  in  every  sea,  and  that  our  territorial  boundaries 
and  settlements  have  been  so  gr«itly  expanded.  Neitlier  our  commerce 
nor  our  long  line  of  coast  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  Twites  can  be  success- 
fully defended  against  foreign  aggression  by  means  of  fortifications  alone. 
These  are  essential  at  important  commercial  and  military  points,  but  oar 
chief  reliance  for  this  object  must  be  on  a  well-organized,  cflicient  navy. 
The  benefits  resulting  from  such  a  navy  are  not  con6ned  to  the  Atlantic 
States.  The  productions  of  the  interior  which  seek  a  market  abroad  are 
directly  dependent  on  tlic  safetj*  and  freedom  of  our  commerce.  The 
occupation  of  the  Balize  below  New  Orleans  by  a  hostile  force  would 
embarrass,  if  not  stagnate,  the  whole  export  trade  of  the  Mississippi  and 
affect  the  value  of  the  agricultural  pioducts  of  the  entire  valley  of  that 
mighty  river  and  its  tributaries. 

It  hcs  never  been  our  policy  to  maintain  large  standing  armies  in  time 
of  peace.  They  arc  contrary'  to  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions,  would 
impose  heavy  burdens  on  the  people  and  be  dangerous  to  public  liberty. 
Our  rehnnce  for  protection  and  defense  on  the  land  must  he  mainly  on 
our  citizen  soldiers,  who  will  be  ever  ready,  as  they  ever  have  Ijeen  ready 
in  times  past,  to  nish  with  abcrity,  at  the  call  of  their  ooimtry,  to  her 
defense.  This  description  of  force,  however,  can  not  defend  our  coast, 
haibors,  and  inland  seas,  nor  protect  our  commerce  on  the  ocean  or  the 
Lakes.     These  must  be  protected  by  our  Navy, 

Considering  an  increased  naval  force,  and  especially  of  stenra  vessels, 
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corresponding  with  our  growth  und  iinixirtaiice  as  a  nation,  and  propoi'- 
tioned  to  the  increased  and  increasing  naval  power  of  other  nations,  of 
vast  importance  us  rcK^xda  our  safety,  and  the  ^cat  and  gTowing  iatcr- 
ests  to  be  protected  by  it,  I  recommend  the  subject  to  tlie  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress. 

Tlie  report  of  tlie  Postmaster- General  herewith  oommunicated  contains 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  operations  of  his  Department  daring  tlie  past 
year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  income  from  postages  will  fall  short  of  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  between  £1 ,000,000  and  $2,000,000.  This  defi- 
ciency has  been  caused  by  the  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  which 
was  made  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last.  No  principle  has  been 
more  generally  acquiesced  in  by  the  people  than  tliat  this  Department 
should  sustain  itself  by  limiting  its  expenditures  to  its  income.  Congress 
has  never  sought  to  make  it  a  source  of  revenue  for  general  purposes 
except  for  a  short  period  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  nor 
should  it  ever  become  a  charge  oa  the  general  Treasury.  If  Congreas 
shall  adhere  to  this  principle,  as  I  think  they  ought,  it  will  be  necessary 
either  to  curtail  the  present  mail  serrice  so  as  to  reduce  the  expenditures, 
or  so  to  modify  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last  as  to  improve  its  revenues. 
The  extension  of  the  mail  service  and  tlic  atldilional  facilities  which  will 
be  demanded  by  the  rapid  extension  aud  jucrease  of  population  on  our 
western  frontier  will  not  admit  of  such  curtailment  as  will  materially 
reduce  the  present  expenditures,  lii  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  of  post- 
ages the  interests  of  the  people  demand  that  the  lowest  rates  be  adopted 
which  will  produce  the  nece.ssar>'  revenue  to  meet  the  expenditures  of 
the  Department,  I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  Pastma-stcr- General  on  this  subject,  under  the  belief  that  such  s 
modification  of  the  late  law  may  be  made  as  will  yield  suiBcient  revenue 
without  farther  calLs  on  the  Treasury,  and  with  very  Utile  change  in  the 
present  rates  of  postage.  Proper  measure!?  have  been  taken  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  last  for  the  &stabli»hment  of  lines  of  moil 
steamers  between  thi-s  and  foreign  countries.  The  importance  of  this 
servitx:  commends  itself  strongly  to  favorable  consideration. 

With  the  growth  of  our  country  the  public  business  which  devolves  on 
the  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments  has  greatly  increased.  In 
some  respects  the  distribution  of  duties  among  them  seems  to  be  incon- 
gruous, and  many  of  these  might  l>e  transferred  from  one  to  nnotlierwith 
ad\'antage  to  the  public  interests.  A  more  auspicious  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  by  CoiigTe.ss,  with  a  view  to  ."(ystem  in  the 
organization  of  the  several  Departments  and  a  more  appropriate  divi- 
sion of  the  public  business,  will  not  proI>ably  occur. 

The  most  important  duties  of  the  Stale  Department  relate  to  our  for- 
eigti  affairs.  By  the  great  culargemcut  of  the  family  of  nations,  the 
increase  of  our  commerce,  and  the  corresponding  extension  of  our  eon- 
sular  system  the  busiucss  of  this  Department  lias  been  greatly  increased. 
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In  its  present  or^anizatioa  many  duties  of  a  domestic  nature  aod  con- 
sistiug  of  details  aie  devolved  on  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  wbkb  do  not 
appropriately  belong  to  the  foreign  department  of  tbe  Government  and 
nay  properly  be  transferred  to  some  other  Department.  One  of  these 
grows  out  of  the  present  state  of  the  law  concerning  the  Patent  Office, 
which  a  few  years  since  was  a  subordinate  clerkship,  but  has  become  a 
distinct  bureau  of  great  importance.  With  an  excellent  internal  organi* 
Kation,  it  is  still  ocmnectcd  with  the  State  DepEtrtmcnt.  In  the  transac- 
tion  of  its  business  questions  of  much  importance  to  inventors  and  to 
the  community  frequently  arise,  which  by  existing  laws  arc  referred  for 
decision  to  a  board  of  which  the  Secretary  of  State  is  a  member.  These 
questions  are  legal,  and  the  connection  which  now  ejcists  between  the 
State  Department  and  the  Patent  Office  may  with  great  propriety  and 
advantage  be  transferred  to  the  Attorney-General. 

la  his  last  annual  message  to  Congress  Mr.  Madison  inwted  atten- 
tion to  a  proper  provision  for  the  Attorney-General  as  "an  important 
improvement  in  the  executive  establishment."  This  recommendation 
was  repeated  by  some  of  his  successors.  The  official  duties  of  tbe 
Attorney -General  have  been  much  increased  within  a  few  years,  and  his 
office  has  become  one  of  great  importance.  His  duties  may  be  still 
further  increased  with  advantage  to  the  public  interests.  As  an  execu- 
tive officer  liis  residence  and  constant  attention  at  the  seat  of  Go%-emmeut 
arc  required.  Legal  questions  involving  impmtant  principles  and  large 
amotints  of  public  money  are  constantly  referred  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent lUid  Executii-e  Departments  for  his  examination  and  decision.  The 
public  business  under  his  official  management  before  the  judiciary  bos 
been  so  augmented  by  the  extension  of  cnr  territory  and  the  acts  of 
Congress  authorizing  suits  against  the  United  States  for  large  bodies 
of  valuable  public  lands  as  greatly  to  increase  his  labors  and  rcspomd- 
bititics.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Attorney- Oeaeral  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  heads  of  the  other  Executive  Departments, 
with  such  subordinate  officers  provided  by  law  for  bis  Department  as 
may  be  required  to  discliarge  the  additional  duties  which  have  been 
or  may  be  devolved  upon  liim. 

Congress  possess  the  power  of  exdusive  legislation  over  the  District  of 
Columbia, and  I  commend  the  interests  of  its  inhabitants  to  your  favora- 
ble consideration.  The  people  of  this  District  have  no  legislative  body  of 
their  own,  and  must  confide  their  local  at  well  as  their  general  interests 
to  representatives  in  whose  election  they  have  no  voice  and  over  whose 
ofEdal  conduct  they  ha\-e  no  control.  Each  member  of  the  National 
Legislature  should  consider  himself  as  their  immediate  representative, 
and  should  be  the  more  ready  to  give  attention  to  their  interests  and 
wants  because  he  is  not  responsible  to  them.  I  recommend  that  a  liberal 
and  generous  spirit  may  characterize  your  measures  in  relation  to  them. 
1  shall  be  ever  disposed  to  show  a  proper  regard  for  their  wishes  and, 
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within  constitutional  limits,  sball  at  a,11  times  cheerfully  cooperate  with 
you  for  the  advancement  of  their  welfare, 

I  trust  it  may  not  be  deemed  iuapprcpriate  to  the  occasion  for  me  to 
dwell  for  a  inouicnt  on  tlie  memory'  of  the  most  eminent  dtizen  of  our 
country  who  daring  the  summer  that  is  gone  hy  has  descended  to  the 
tomb.  The  enjoyment  of  contemplating,  at  the  advanced  age  of  near 
fourscore  years,  the  happy  condition  of  his  country  cheered  the  last 
hours  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  departed  tliis  life  in  the  tranquil  liope 
of  B  blessed  immortality.  His  death  was  happy,  as  his  life  had  been 
eminently  useful.  He  bad  an  unfaltering  coufidence  in  the  virtue  and 
capacity  of  the  people  and  in  the  permanence  of  that  free  Government 
which  he  bad  largely  coutributed  to  establish  and  defeml.  His  great 
deeds  had  secured  to  him  the  affections  of  his  fdlow-dtizcns,  and  it  was 
his  happiness  to  witness  the  growth  and  glory  of  his  country,  which  be 
loved  so  well.  He  departed  amidst  the  benedictions  of  millions  of  free- 
men. The  nation  paid  its  tribute  to  liis  memory  at  bis  tomb.  Coming 
generations  will  leam  from  his  example  the  love  of  country  and  the 
rights  of  man.  In  hi.^;  language  on  a  similar  occasion  to  the  present, 
"I  now  commend  you,  fellow-citizens,  to  the  guidance  of  Almighty  God, 
with  a  full  reliance  on  His  mcrdful  providence  fcff  the  maintenance  of 
our  free  institutions,  and  with  an  earnest  supplication  that  whatever 
errors  it  may  be  my  lot  to  commit  in  dischnrging  the  arduous  duties 
which  haw  devolved  on  me  will  find  a  remedy  in  the  harmony  and 
wisdom  of  your  counsels."  j^j^gg  ^  p^^K. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  Dittmber  p,  184$ ■ 
To  tiu  Senatf  and  Housf  of  Reprtsfniaiives? 

I  communicate  herewith  a  letter  received  from  the  President  of  the 
existing  Government  of  the  State  of  Texas,  transmitting  duplicate  cop- 
ies of  the  constitution  formed  by  the  deputies  of  the  people  of  Texas 
in  convention  assembled,  accompanied  by  official  information  that  the 
said  constitution  had  been  ratified,  confirmed,  and  adopted  by  the  people 
of  Texas  themselves,  in  accordance  with  the  joint  resolution  for  annexing 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  in  order  that  Texas  might  be  admitted 
as  one  of  the  States  of  that  Union.  fAMES  K   POLK 


Washington,  December  10,  iS^. 
To  lie  Sfnaie  of  the  UniUd  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  calling  for  iufonnalion  "with 


James  K.  Polk 


326l 


respect  to  the  practicability  and  utility  of  a  fort  or  forts  on  Ship  Island, 
cm  the  coast.  tA  Mbsi^jppi,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  said  coast." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Deamber  /y,  134s. 
To  the  Smaif  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion sigtied  ou  the  i4tb  May  of  the  present  year  by  the  minuster  o£  the 
United  States  at  Berlin  with  the  minister  of  Saxony  at  the  same  Court, 
for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  drcii  (tauhaint,  droit  de  diiraction.  and 
taxes  on  emigration  between  the  Uiutcd  Slates  and  Saxony;  and  I  com- 
municate with  the  convention  an  explanatory  dispatch  of  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  tlated  oq  the  14th  May,  1845.  and  numbered  267. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington.  Deiember  16,  tS^S- 
TSihe  Senate  0/ the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  it:s  consideratiou,  a  cou\'en- 
tion  concluded  and  signed  at  Berlin  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  184s, 
between  the  United  Stttes  and  Prussia,  together  with  certain  other  Ger- 
man States,  for  the  mutual  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice  in  ceT' 
tain  cases;  and  I  communicate  with  the  convention  the  correspondence 
nect^sary  to  explain  it. 

In  submitting  this  convention  to  the  Senate  I  deem  it  proper  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  third  article,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  "  noue 
of  the  contracting  parties  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  up  its  own  citizens 
or  subjects  under  the  stipulations  of  this  convention. ' ' 

No  such  reservation  is  to  be  found  iu  our  treaties  of  extradition  witll 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  only  two  nations  with  whom  wc  have 
concluded  such  treaties.  These  provide  for  the  surreuder  of  all  persons 
who  are  fugitives  from  justice,  without  regard  to  the  country  to  which 
tbey  may  belong.  Under  this  article,  if  German  subjects  of  any  of  the 
parties  to  the  convention  should  commit  crimes  within  the  United  States 
and  fly  back  to  their  native  cuuntr>'  from  ju&tice,  they  would  not  be  sur- 
rendered. This  is  clear  in  regard  to  all  such  Cennans  as  shall  not  have 
been  naturalized  under  our  laws.  But  even  after  naturalization  difficult 
and  embarrassing  questions  might  arise  between  the  parties.  These  Ger- 
man powers,  holding  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  might  reftise 
to  surreuder  German  naturalized  citizens,  whilst  wc  must  ever  maintain 
the  principle  that  the  rights  and  duties  of  such  citizens  arc  the  same  as 
if  they  had  been  bom  in  the  United  States. 

I  would  aUo  observe  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  submitted 
contains  a  provision  not  to  be  found  in  our  conventions  with.  Great 
Britain  and  Prance. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  DecenUxr  16,  iSfS- 
To  the  Senate  of  Ike  United  Slates: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  tlie  Secretarj-  of  State,  containing 
the  iuformatioii  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of 
Januarj-  last,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  brig  General 
Armstnmg  against  the  Government  of  Portugal.* 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WASniNGTON,  December  /p.  1845. 
To  the  House  of  Heprestntafrves: 

I  commumcatc  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their  rcso- 
Uition  of  the  astb  of  February*  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary'  of  State, 
together  with  the  correspondence  of  George  W.  Slacum,  late  consul  of 
tlie  United  States  at  Rio  de  Jandro,  with  the  Department  of  State,  relat- 
ing to  the  African  sbve  trade.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WASmNOTON.  December  32,  184$- 
To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Secretarj*  of  Stote." 
with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from  the  appropriation,  made  by  the 
act  entitled  '  'An  act  providing  the  means  of  future  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  atid  the  Govemmeut  of  China,"  approved  the  3d  of 

^^'^'  '»«.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  fan«ary  j,  1S46. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States! 

I  iransniit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  com- 
tuunicating  the  information  called  for  by  their  resolution  of  the  i8th  of 
December,  1845,  in  relation  to  the  "number  of  agents  now  employed  for 
the  preservation  of  timber,  their  salaries,  the  authority  of  law  under 
which  they  are  paid,  and  the  allowances  of  every  description  made  within 
the  last  twcuty  years  in  the  settlement  of  the  aocoimts  of  said  agents. " 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington, /awttarc  6, 1846, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  informatjon  called  for  by  their  reso- 
lution of  December  3r,  1845,  "requesting  the  Presadent  to  cause  to  lie 
communicated  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 

fay*'.  A*orM,  frotn  ■lUck  lny  llciliib  iinnn]  thiv*  oa  tieptcmbtT  >t.  1I14. 


James  A',  /hlk 
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Attorney-General  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury-  and  the  judicial  offi- 
cers of  Florida  in  relation  to  tlie  authority  of  the  Territorial  judges  ae 
Federal  jodges  since  the  3d  of  March,  1845." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington. /a«iKarj'  12, 1846. 
To  the  Smale  of  tht  United  Siaies: 

I  nomiuate  the  persons  named  in  the  accompanying  list*  of  promotions 

and  appointments  in  the  Anny  of  the  United  States  to  the  several  grades 

annexed  to  their  names,  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JAMKS  K.  POLK. 

Wax  'OKftXtytaart,  January  S,  /S^i. 
The  nmiDSDT  or  rm  UinTRn  States. 

Sni:  I  ttat-e  tb«  honor  rMpectfuIly  to  propeae  for  your  approbation  the  nnnoxMl 
list*  of  officers  for  pnmiDtion  and  persona  for  sppotntment  in  the  Army  of  the  UoUed 
States. 

[  BID,  sir,  with  great  rc»pcct,  yvur  obedient  Krvant,  »  .    MARCT 

Al>jtJTA»rr-r,KNimAi."s  Ofpicr. 
Hon.  W.  U  Marcy,  WaaJtiHslonJanuary  ,!,  /M- 

Stcrelary  of  W<nr, 

Sik:  IrMpcctfit1I}-HiibmtttfaP80COinpanytn|fllst"o(promotionsitiidnppointm«nti 
to  mi  tlie  vocnni^ieA  in  the  Army  which  ve  kncm-ii  to  luve  happened  aiuce  the  date 
of  llie  laal  Ibl,  December  12.  1845.  The  promotiona  are  all  regular  except  that  of 
Captain  Martin  Scott,  Fifth  Infantry,  whoae  naue,  ugreealily  to  the  dectKinn  of  the 
Prtaideat  iind  your  instmctions,  t«  submhted  to  Gil  the  vacancy  of  major  In  the  Pirst 
Rc^mcnt  of  Infantry  {vi(e  Dearborn.  proinotr<l),over  the  two  senior  ntptaiiu  of 
Infnntr^-,  Captain  John  B.  Clark,  o(  the  Third  Regiment,  and  Brevet  Major  Thoniai 
Noel,  of  the  Sixth.  The  reaaona  for  this  departure  from  the  ordinary  courM  (as  in 
other  like  cues  of  disability)  are  set  forth  in  the  Adjutant-GenerarK  report  of  th« 
aftb  nltimo  and  the  Oenernt  in  Chief's  indorBetnent  thereon,  of  which  copies  arc 
heiewitfa  respectfully  annexed,  marked  A. 

I  am,  ar,  with  great  reelect,  your  obedient  servant. 

EL  JUNBS,  Adjmiant'G^nenl. 


Ai>jtrrAivT^iti«intAi,'s  Omci, 

Major.Gener.1  Wt«FiEi.D  ScoTT.  Washington,  IMc^mb^-  27,  ,S^. 

Commanding  (kt  Army. 

Sm:  The  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman,  Seventh  Infantry,  on  the  36tb 
ultimo,  having'  cauwid  a  vacancy  in  the  Krwle  of  major,  to  which,  under  the  rule, 
Ciiptain  J.  B,  Clark.  Third  Infantry,  would  be  entitled  to  snccecd,  I  deem  it  pmpei 
til  submit  the  following  statement,  extracted  from  tlic  official  ictums  of  his  legi* 
triiinl.  tnuching  his  physical  capacity  for  the  perform  an  cc  of  mililnry  duty. 

In  May,  1836,  Captain  Clark  went  on  the  recruiting  scrv-ice,  where  he  remained 
till  October  4.  iSjS.  whcu  he  was  granted  a  three  months'  leave.  He  joined  hi» 
cnmpany  at  Tort  Townon  in  May,  1839,  and  continued  with  it  from  that  time  till 

•  Omitted. 
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March,  1841.  xoconipanylng  I1  aianwhUe  (Oclober,  1B40)  laPloritla.  1Ieobtain«il 
a  thr««  monthM'  Uavc  on  surgcon'n  c«Ttifical«  of  ill  b««lth  March  33,  1841,  bat  did 
tot  rejoin  till  PcbniKry  16,  t£hia.  In  the  interim  he  whs  plucetl  on  dtitjr  for  a  short 
lime  M  a  member  o(  a  general  coi3rt*martial.  which  happened  to  be  eouveueil  at  St, 
■<nuia,  where  lie  wa«  then  ntaying.  He  remained  with  his  oompauy  from  February 
tu  Noveinber,  1843,  when  be  again  received  a  leave  for  the  bcticfit  of  liia  health, 
and  dill  not  return  to  duty  till  April  36,  1R43  (after  bis  rrgimctit  had  been  ordered 
bo  Florida),  when  he  lejuinwl  it  ut  JcSenwn  Barracka.  lie  continued  with  it  |  witli 
the  Mcccption  of  one  short  leave)  from  April.  1843.  till  Jouc,  1845.  but  the  retiinu 
show  him  to  hav-e  been  frequently  on  the  sick  report  dtiring  that  penod.  On  the  ad 
of  June,  tS4S>  bis  company  being  then  encamped  near  Port  Jca&up  tn  cxpecution  of 
orders  for  Tcxaa,  he  again  procured  a  leave  on  account  of  hia  health,  and  haa  not 
Moce  been  able  to  rejoin,  repotting  monthly  that  his  health  unfitted  him  for  Hie 
pcrfonnance  of  duty.  The  signature  of  faia  last  report  (not  written  by  himself), 
of  I<i'o\'einber  30  (herewith*),  would  aeem  to  indicate  great  physical deraogemeiit  or 
decrepitude,  approaching,  perhaps,  to  paralysis. 

From  the  forcKoing  it  appears  that  durinj;  the  laat  seven  }-ean  (since  Octot>er, 
iffSS)  Captain  Clark  boa  been  o9  dnt^-  two  j'csrs  and  four  tnoDtha,  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  on  account  of  sickness,  and  that  even  when  present  with  his  cofnpony 
his  health  is  so  mnch  impaired  that  very  often  he  b  onable  Co  perform  the  ordinary 
gajriaoD  dutiea. 

Under  these  circuniatancca  it  is  respectfully  anbtnitted,  for  the  consideration  ofthe 
proper  authority,  whether  the  aenlor  captain  of  infantry  should  not  be  passed  over 
and  (as  Brevet  Major  Noel, f  the  next  inmiik,  is  utterly  di*quali5cd)  Captain  Martin 
Soott,  of  the  Fifth  liifauiry,  promoted  to  the  vacant  majority. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  Captain  Clark  baa  always  been  regarded  as  a  perfect 
gentleman,  and  as  such.  OS  far  as  I  know,  is  equal  to  any  officcx  in  the  Army. 
I  am,  sir,  moat  leopeetfulfy,  jttax  obedient  servant, 

R-  JONBS.  AdjiUantGenant. 


[KaBiarkaladocsadoa  tlie  forego  lag  report  b^  Ih*  G«hccb1  In  C9d«f.] 

I>RCSMB»L  30,  ISU. 

nis  feport  preaenta  grave  points  for  conslilerutlon.  It  is  highly  Improbable  that 
the  Captiiin  will  ever  be  fit  for  the  active  duties  of  his  profesaioii.  The  question, 
therefore,  secnu  to  be  whetlier  he  shAll  be  a  pensioner  on  full  pay  aa  captain  or  as 
major,  for  be  has  long  been,  nut  tu  uamc.  but  in  fact,  a  pensioner  on  full  pay.  W9 
have  no  half  pay  in  the  Anny  to  relieve  ntarehingregiments  of  crippled  and  euperati- 
nuated officers.  We  have  many  such— Colonel  Mauiy,  of  the  Third  Infantry  (super- 
anniiated),  and  Majors  Cobb  and  McClintock,  Fifth  Infantry  and  Third  Artillery 
(crippled).  Many  others  are  fasA  beconting  supernnRuntcd.  The  three  named  are  on 
indefinite  leaves  of  ab«eiice,  and  so  arc  Miijora  Searle  aitd  Noel,  permanent  cripplea 
tima  woiinila.  General  Cass's  resolution  of  yesterday  refers  simply  to  age.  A  half 
pay  or  retired  list  with  half  pay  would  be  much  better.  There  arc  some  twenty  oflS- 
cers  who  ought  at  once  to  be  placed  on  such  liitand  their  places  filled  by  promotion. 

Upon  the  whale,  I  think  it  best  tlint  CapUin  U.  Scott  should  b«  promoted,  vi^ 
Dcartxmi,  vice  L.ieuicnant'Coloncl  HolTiiiaii. 

Reapectfully  submitted  lo  the  Secretary  of  War.  WINl-JHLD  SCOTT 

•Omlited. 

t  In  tStj)  Rrrrct  H«)or  TTart,  f)iith  Intauti;,  w»s  ttrtrtAj  wcwnded  (mvlnf  lo  the  Rodda  War 
*l  the  Uiuf)  bf  the  ■fcidcnul  diMliBrge  e(  hia  own  plilol.  He  left  U*  comf^oj  Kbraary  I&, 
rt39,aDdliaae««raiiic«  teenshseitt  frota  hi*  n^mtnl.  th«ataleorhU*«aa4uidgT«ataiSertng 
irnderiaB  hiin  Bllcrly  Incviable  of  pttionnititt  aa/  kincl  of  Aalr  whalcrvii  oor  if  llttrc  ■■!)■  rouon 
U  hOM  b.  wHI  «« be sble  t»  fe«n.c  hi.  *«.e..  ^_  ^^^^_  Aii^n,<;^^ 


James  K.  Polk 
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Jakuart  B,  i&4fi. 

It  »ppc«TiitK  fraca.ttic  within  itotcmcuU  of  Uic  ComnunJini:  Gcim^  and  Ibt 
Adjntam-Gencml  tlwt  the  two  ofitcers  piopoaetl  to  be  pasoed  over  mrv.  phynicxlly 
unable  to  perform  the  dntics  of  major.  And  their  inability  is  not  temporary-,  [  rec- 
atumcnd  tb«t  C*ptaiii  Uo.'tia  t>eoU  be  promoted  tu  the  vacant  majority  jd  January, 

****•  .  W.  L.  MARCY. 

VfKSVXHG^tOii.  January  fj,  i8i6. 
To  ike  Sftiaie  of  the  United  SUiies: 

I  transmit  to  tlie  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  acaan- 
pasying  papers,  showing  the  measures  wliich  ha\'e  been  adopted  iu  rela* 
tiou  to  the  transfer  of  certain  stocks  between  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw 
Indians  tinder  the  treaty  between  those  tribes  of  the  34th  March,  1837. 
The  claim  presented  by  the  Choctaw  General  Cotincil,  if  deemed  to  be 
founded  in  equity,  cnn  not  be  adjusted  without  the  previous  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  ^^^^  ^   ^^^^ 


Washington.  January  to,  1846. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  15th  of  Jantjar>-.  184&.  I  withdrew  tlie  nomination  of  James  H. 
Tate,  of  Mississippi,  as  consul  at  Buenos  Ayres. ,  The  withdrawal  was 
made  upon  the  receipt  on  that  day  of  a  letter  addrcs«»l  to  inc  by  the 
Senators  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  advising  it.  I  transmit  their  let- 
ter herewith  to  the  Senate.  At  that  time  I  had  not  been  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  Exccuti\'e  Journal  of  the  Senate,  and  had  no  knowledge  ol 
the  pendency  of  the  resolution  before  that  body  in  executive  session  in 
relation  to  this  uoiniuatiou.  Having  since  been  furnished  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Seuate  witli  a  copy  of  the  Executive  Journal  containing  the 
resolution  referred  to,  I  deem  it  proper  and  due  to  the  Senate  to  reinstate 
the  nomination  in  the  conation  iu  whkh  it  was  before  it  was  withdrawn. 
And  with  that  view  I  nominate  Jam£»  H.  Tate,  of  MississipfH,  to  be  consul 


at  Buenos  Ayres. 


JAM£S  K.  POLK. 


Washington.  January  aS,  1S46. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  cxnmnunicatc  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  regard 
to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  conunerce  and  ns'vigation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Kingdom  of  the  T^^'o  Sicilies,  concluded  and  signed  on  the 
1st  day  of  December  last  at  Naples  by  the  charg^  d'affaires  of  the  United 
States  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  King- 
dom of  the  Two  Sicilies, 

And  Z  communicate  at  the  same  time  portions  of  the  correspondence 
(so  far  as  it  has  been  received)  ia  explanation  of  the  treaty. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washinotok,  February  j,  t8$6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Vmied  States: 

I  liLTiiwiUi  conimunieate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  conwderatiori  in  refer 
encc  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  uavigatioii  between  tlie 
Uuited  States  iind  JJelgfUni,  concluded  and  signed  on  the  loth  Novem- 
ber last  at  Brussels  by  the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  with 
the  miQister  of  foreign  affairs  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians. 

And  1  communicate  at  the  same  time  the  correspondence  and  other 


papers  in  explanation  of  the  treaty. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  February  j,  jS,f6. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

In  pursuance  nnth  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the 
4tli  instant.  I  "return"  herewith,  "for  their  further  action,  the  resolution 
advising  and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  Isaac  H.  Wright  as  navy 
agent  at  Boston."  It  will  be  observed  that  the  resoluUou  of  llic  Senate 
herewith  returned  contains  the  advice  and  consent  of  that  body  to  the 
appointment  of  several  other  persons  to  other  offices  not  embraced  in  their 
resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  and  it  being  impossible  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  Senate  without  communicating  to  them  the  whole  rcsolu* 
tion,  I  lespectftilly  request  that  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  other  cases  than 
that  of  Mr.  Wright  it  may  be  retuined  to  me. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  7,  /J/rf. 
To  the  Senate  a/the  United  States.- 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the 
29tli  Jaiuiarj'  la-st,  I  herewith  communicate  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Avith  the  accompanying  correspondence,  which  hna  taken  place 
between  the  Sccretar>-  of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
London  and  between  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  and  that  of 
England  on  the  "subject  of  Oregon"  since  my  communication  of  the 
2d  of  December  last  was  made  to  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington.  February  7,  /J/rf. 
To  the  Ifotcse  a/  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Representatives  In 
their  resolution  of  tlic  jd  instant,  I  herewith  communicate  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  th°  accompanying  ' '  correspondence,  which 
has  taken  place"  between  the  Secretaij'  of  State  and  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  I,ondon  and  "between  the  Oo^-crnment  of  Great  Britain 
and  tlxis  Govemmeut  in  relation  to  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Moiu- 
lains  since  the  lost  annual  message  of  the  President  "  to  Congress. 

JAMES  K.  FOLK. 


James  K.  Polk  3273 

Washington.  February  p,  1846. 
To  ike  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith,  io  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representati\t.'S  of  the  i9tli  of  December  last,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  inclosing  ' '  copies  of  ccMrespoudcnce  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  Great  Britain  witliin  the  last  two  years  in  relation  to  the 
Washington  treaty,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  free  na\-igatiou  of 
the  river  St.  Jolin,  and  in  relation  to  the  disputed-tcrritor>-  fund  named 
in  Sfud  treaty,"  and  also  the  acconipaii>'iiig  copies  of  documents  filed  in 
the  Department  of  State,  which  embrace  the  correspondence  and  infor- 


V 


mation  called  for  by  the  said  resolution. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


k 


Washington',  Ftbmary  p,  1846. 
7>  ike  Senate  ef  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  resolution  of  the 
5tfa  instant,  I  herewith  return  "the  resolution  of  the  Senate  sd\*i^iDg  and 
consenting  to  the  appointment  of  F.  G.  Mayson  to  be  a  second  Ucutcnaut 
in  the  Marine  Corps. ' '  As  the  same  resolution  which  contains  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  the  appointment  oi  Mr.  Mayson  contains 
also  the  advice  and  consent  of  that  body  to  the  appointment  of  several 
other  persons  to  other  oflEccs.  to  whom  commissions  have  been  since 
issued.  I  respectfully  request  that  the  resolution,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  persons  other  than  Mr.  Mayson,  may  be  returned  to  me. 

JAMBS  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  Ftimtary  13, 1846. 
To  fke  Senate  of  ike  United  S fates: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate  with 
regard  to  its  ratificatiou,  a  treaty  concluded  ou  the  14th  day  of  January 
last  by  Thomas  H.  Harvey  and  Richard  W.  Ciunmins,  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Kansas 
trilie  of  Indiana,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  other  papers  explanatory  of  the  same. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  16, 1846. 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtseniatives: 

I  berewiUt  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Attorney-General  relat- 
ing to  a  contract  entered  into  by  him  with  Messrs,  Little  &  Brown  for  cer- 
tain copies  of  their  proposed  edition  of  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  jd  March,  1845. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  February  z6, 1840. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy,  comma- 
nicating  the  correspottdeDcc  called  for  by  the  rcsolutiou  of  the  Senate  of 
the  2sth  of  February,  1845,  between  the  commander  of  the  East  Indi> 
Squadrons  aud  foreign  powers  or  United  Stales  adjeuts  abroad  during 
the  years  1S42  aud  1843,  relating  iq  the  trade  and  other  interests  of  this 
Government.  j^^^gg  ^  ^^^ 


■Washington,  Febntavy  rS,  1846. 

To  ike  House  of  Reprtsentaiives  0/  the  C/nited  Slates: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Houm:  of  Representatives  in 
their  resolution  of  the  izth  instant,  asking  for  information  relative  to 
the  Mexican  indemnity.  I  communicate  liercwitb  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retcry  of  State,  with  the  paper  accompanying  it. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

fA  similar  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate  in  compliance  with  a  request 
of  that  body.] 

Wasbington,  March  Jj,  X846. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  c/ Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit,  for  your  consideration,  a  correspondence  between  the  minis- 
ter of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  Wasliiugton  aud  the  Sccretar>*  of  State, 
coulainiug  an  arraugemait  for  the  odjustmcut  aud  payment  of  the  claima 
of  the  respective  Governments  upon  each  other  arising  from,  the  collec- 
tion of  certain  import  duties  in  violation  of  the  second  article  of  the 
commercial  convention  of  3CI  of  Julj*.  1815,  between  the  two  countries, 
and  I  respectfully  submit  to  Congress  tlie  projniety  of  making  provision 
to  carry  this  arrangement  into  effect. 

The  second  article  of  this  coovcution  provides  that  "  no  higher  or  other 
duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  any 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
territories  in  Europe,  and  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  00 
the  importation  into  the  territorie.s  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe  of 
any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  ni.-in«factnre  of  the  United  Slates, 
than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  articles  Iwing  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign  country." 

Previous  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  13th  of  August,  1836.  the  duty 
on  foreign  rough  rice  imported  into  Grxiat  Britain  was  as.  6d.  sterling  per 
bushel.  By  this  act  the  doty  was  reduced  to  l  penny  per  quarter  {of  8 
bushels)  on  tlie  rough  rice  "imported  from  tlic  west  coast  of  Africa." 

Upon  the  earnest  and  repeated  remonstrances  of  onr  ministers  at  Lon- 
don in  opposition  to  this  discrimination  against  American  and  in  favor 
of  African  rice,  aa  a  violation  of  the  subsisting  convention.  Parliament, 
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bjr  the  act  of  9th  July,  1842,  again  equalized  the  duty  on  all  foreign 
rough  rice  by  fixing  it  at  7s.  per  quarter.  In  the  intervening  period, 
however,  of  nearly  six  years  large  importations  had  been  made  into  Great 
Britain  of  American  rough  rice,  which  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  2s.  6d. 
per  bushel;  but  the  importers,  knowing  their  rights  under  the  conven- 
tion, claimed  that  it  should  be  admitted  at  the  rate  of  i  penny  per  quar- 
ter, the  duty  imposed  on  African  rice.  This  claim  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  excess  of  duty  was  paid,  at  the  first  under 
protest,  and  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with  the  board 
of  customs,  by  the  deposit  of  exchequer  bills. 

It  seems  to  have  been  a  clear  violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  convention  to  admit  rough  rice  "the  growth"  of  Africa  at  i  penny 
per  quarter,  whilst  the  very  same  article  "the  growth"  of  the  United 
States  was  charged  with  a  duty  of  2s.  6d.  per  bushel. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  same  article  of  the  convention,  is 
founded  on  the  tariff  act  of  30th  August,  1842.  Its  twenty-fifth  section 
provides  ' '  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  apply  to  goods  shipped 
in  a  vessel  bound  to  any  port  of  the  United  States,  actually  having  left 
her  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  beyond 
Cape  Horn  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842;  and  all  legal  provi- 
aons  and  regulations  existing  immediately  before  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1842,  shall  be  applied  to  importations  which  may  be  made  in  vessels 
which  have  left  such  last  port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  beyond  Cape  Horn  prior  to  said  ist  day  of  September,  1842," 

The  British  Government  contends  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  convention  for  this  act  to  require  that  "articles  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture"  of  Great  Britain,  when  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  vessels  which  had  left  their  last  port  of  lading  in 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  ist  day  of  September,  1842,  should  pay  any 
"higher  or  other  duties"  than  were  imposed  on  "like  articles"  "the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture ' '  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  Cape  Horn. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  subject  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  this  claim  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  was  well  founded. 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  my  reasons  at  length  for  adopting  this 
opinion,  the  whole  subject  being  fully  explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  accompanying  papers. 

The  amount  necessary  to  satisfy  the  British  claim  can  not  at  present 
be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  no  individual  having  yet 
presented  his  case  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
apprehended  that  the  amount  will  be  large.  After  such  examination 
of  the  subject  as  it  has  been  in  his  power  to  make,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  believes  that  it  will  not  exceed  $100,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  claims  of  the  importers  of  rough  rice  into  Great 
Britain  have  been  already  ascertained,  as  the  duties  were  paid  either 
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nnder  protest  or  ia  exchequer  bills.  Their  amotint  is  stated  by  Mr. 
Everett,  our  late  minister  at  l^Ddou,  in  a  dispatch  dated  June  i,  1843, 
to  be  /88.886  i6s.  lod.  sterling,  of  which  /6o,oo6  4d.  belong  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

As  it  may  be  long  before  the  amount  of  the  British  claim  can  be 
o&certained,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  postpone  payment  to  the 
American  claimants  until  this  can  be  adjusted,  it  has  been  proposed  to 
the  British  Government  immediately  to  refund  llie  excess  of  dnties  col- 
lected by  it  on  American  rough  rice.  I  sliould  entertain  a  confident 
hope  that  this  proposal  would  be  accepted  should  the  arrangement  con- 
cluded be  sanctioned  by  an  act  of  Congress  making  provision  for  the 
letum  of  the  duties  in  question.  The  claimants  might  then  be  paid  a.* 
they  present  their  demands,  properly  authenticated,  to  the  Secretary  of 


•Jie  Treasury. 


JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washinoton,  Mardi  */,  1846. 
To  ikf  Senaff  irf  Ike  Uniled  States: 

In  answer  to  the  inquir>-  of  the  Sctiatc  contained  in  their  resolution  of 
the  17th  instant,  whether  in  my  "judgment  any  circumstances  connected 
with  or  growing  out  of  the  foreign  relations  of  this  country  reciuire  at 
this  time  an  increase  of  our  naval  or  militar)'  force,"  and,  if  so,  "wliat 
those  circiunstauccs  are, " '  I  have  to  express  the  opinion  thai  a  wise  pre- 
caution demands  such  increase. 

In  niy  aimual  message  of  the  2d  of  December  last  I  recommended  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  an  increase  of  our  naval  force, 
especially  of  our  steam  navy,  and  the  raising  of  an  adequate  militaiy 
force  to  guard  and  protect  such  of  our  citizens  as  might  tliink  proper  to 
emigrate  to  Oregon.  Since  that  period  I  have  seen  no  cause  to  recall  or 
modify  these  recommendations.  On  the  coiitrar>-,  rcajious  exist  which, 
in  my  judgment,  render  it  proper  not  only  that  they  should  be  promptly 
carried  into  effect,  but  that  additional  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
public  defense. 

The  consideration  of  such  additional  provision  was  brought  before  ap- 
propriate committees  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  answer  to  calls 
made  by  them,  in  reports  prepared,  with  my  .sanction,  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  zgth  of  llcccmber  and  the  8th 
of  J8nuar>'  last — a  modeof  communication  with  Congress  not  unusual,  and 
Under  existing  circumstances  IxJicvcd  to  be  most  eligible.  Su1>scqucat 
events  have  confirmed  mc  in  the  opinion  that  these  reconuncudationd 
were  proper  as  precautionary  measures. 

It  was  a  wise  maxim  of  the  Father  of  his  Cotmtry  that  "to  be  prepared 
for  war  is  one  of  the  most  efEcient  means  of  preserving  peace,"  and 
that,  "avoiding  occasions  of  expenge  by  cultivating  peace,"  we  should 
"remember  also  that  timely  disbursements  to  prepare  for  danger  fre- 
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qncntly  prevent  mueh  greater  disbursements  to  repel  h."  The  general 
obligation  to  perform  this  duty  is  greatly  strengthened  by  facts  Icnown 
to  the  whole  world.  A  coatroversy  respecting  the  Oregon  TerT)tor>'  now 
exists  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  while,  as  far  as 
we  kno^v,  the  relations  of  the  latter  with  all  European  nations  arc  of  the 
most  pacific  character,  she  is  making  unusual  and  extraordinary  arma- 
ments ftud  warlike  preparatiosis.  tiaval  and  military,  both  at  home  aod  to 
her  North  American  possessioiis. 

It  can  not  be  disguised  that,  however  sincere  may  be  the  desire  of 
peace,  in  the  event  of  a  nipture  these  armameiits  and  preparations  would 
be  used  against  our  country.  Whatever  may  liave  been  the  original 
purpose  of  these  preparations,  the  fact  is  undoubted  that  they  are  now 
proceeding,  iu  part  at  least,  with  a  \'icw  to  the  contingent  possibility  of 
a  war  with  the  United  States.  The  general  policy  of  making  additional 
warlike  preparations  was  distinctly  announced  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne  as  late  ns  January  last,  and  has  sinct;  been  reiterated  by  the  min- 
isters of  the  Crown  iu  both  houses  of  Parliament.  Uuder  this  ikspect  of 
our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  I  can  not  doubt  the  propriety  of  increa** 
ing  our  means  of  defense  both  by  land  and  sea.  This  can  give  Great 
Britain  no  cause  of  offense  nor  increase  the  danger  of  a  nipture.  if,  on 
the  contrary',  we  should  fold  our  arms  in  security  and  at  last  be  suddenly 
Involved  in  hostilities  for  the  raaintenunce  of  our  just  righb;  without 
any  adequate  preparation,  our  responsibility  to  the  countrj'  would  be  of 
tlie  gravest  character.  Should  cxillision  between  the  two  countries  be 
avoided,  as  I  .^nccrely  trust  it  may  be,  the  additional  charge  upon  the 
Treasury  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  will  not  be  last,  while  in 
the  event  of  such  a  collision  thc>'  would  be  indispensable  for  the  main- 
tcnaoce  of  our  national  rights  and  national  boner. 

I  have  seen  no  rensou  tochauge  or  modify  the  recommendations  of  my 
annual  message  iu  regard  to  the  Oregon  question.  The  notice  to  abro- 
gate the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  August,  1817.  is  authorized  by  the  treaty 
itself  and  can  not  be  regarded  as  a  warlike  measure,  and  I  can  not  with- 
hold my  strong  conviction  that  it  should  be  promptly  given.  The  other 
recommendations  are  in  conformity  with  the  existing  treaty,  and  would 
afford  to  American  citizens  in  Oregon  no  more  than  the  same  meastire 
of  protection  which  has  long  since  been  extended  to  British  .tubjects  in 
that  Territory. 

The  state  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  is  still  in  an  unsettled  condi- 
tion. Since  the  meeting  of  Congress  another  rcv*oIution  has  taken  place 
in  that  country,  by  which  the  Govcmracnt  has  passed  into  the  hands  of 
new  rulers.  This  event  has  procrastina(c<l,  and  may  possibly  defeat,  the 
settlement  of  the  differences  bcttvecn  the  United  States  and  that  cotin- 
try.  The  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico  at  the  date  of  the  last 
advices  had  not  been  received  by  the  existing  authorities.  Demonstra- 
tions of  a  character  hostile  to  the  United  States  continue  to  be  made  in 
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Mvxtco,  which  has  rendered  it  proper,  in  my  judgment,  to  keep  nearly 
two-thirds  of  our  Array  on  our  southwestern  frontier.  In  doing  this 
many  of  the  regular  military  posts  have  been  reduced  to  a  snuU  foTo» 
inadequate  lo  their  defense  ahoiUd  an  emergeucy  arise. 

In  x-iew  of  these  "rircumsL-uices,"  it  is  ray  "judgment  "that  "an  to- 
crease  of  our  iviv&X  and  military  force  is  at  this  time  required"  to  plac^* 
the  coiintr>-  in  a  stiitablc  state  of  dcfcusc.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  my 
settled  purpose  to  pursue  such  :i  course  of  policy  as  may  be  Iwst  cal- 
culated to  presence  both  with  Great  Britain  aud  Mexico  an  honorable 
peace,  which  nothing  will  :m  effectually  promote  as  unanimity  in  onr 
coundlfl  and  a  firm  maintenance  of  all  our  just  rights. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Wasbjkgton.  April  T,  1846. 
To  the  /Iffuse  0/  Represailalives  0/  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  recei\'ed  from  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  in  answer  to  a  coniratmication  addressed  to  Uim  tn  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January  30,  1846, 
"requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  apply  to  the  governor 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  for  iufoniiatiou  iu  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  Columbus  and  Sandusky  turnpike  road;  whether  the  said  rood  is 
kept  in  such  a  state  of  repair  ns  will  enable  the  Federal  Government  lo 
realize  In  case  of  need  the  advautages  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3.  1827."  j^^^g  g  ^^^ 

Washington,  Aprit  r,  1S46. 
To  thf.  Senate  of  ike  United  SiaUs: 

In  compli-uice  with  the  request  of  a  delegation  of  the  Tonawanda  band 
of  the  Seueca  Indians  now  in  this  city,  I  herewith  transmit,  for  your 
consideration,  a  memorial  addressed  to  tlie  President  and  the  Senate  in 
relatioa  to  the  treaty  of  January  15,  183S,  with  the  "Six  Nations  of 
New  York  Indians,"  and  that  of  May  30, 1S42,  with  the  "Seneca  Nation 

«*^'^'^"  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


WAsmNOTOs,  Apvii  J,  jS4$^ 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  papers,  lu  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
ajd  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  "if 
not  incompatible  with  public  interests,  any  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  on  Uie  subject  of  the  northcastera  boundary  between  the  30th  of 
June,  1840,  and  the  ^ih  of  March,  1841." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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Washington,  AprU  13, 1846, 
To  Ae  Senate  of  the  UniUd  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant,  calling 
for  "copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place  between  the 
authcnities  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Britain  since  the  last 
docmnents  transmitted  to  Congress  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  Ore- 
gon Territory,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  communicated  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  interest,"  I  have  to  state  that  no  correspondence 
in  relation  to  the  Oregon  Territory  has  taken  place  between  the  authori- 
ties kA  the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Britain  since  the  date  of 
the  last  docnments  on  the  subject  transmitted  by  me  to  Congress. 

JAMBS  K.  FOtK. 

Washxngton,  April  13, 1S46, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  my  annual  message  of  the  2d  of  December  last  it  was  stated  that 
serious  difficulties  of  long  standing  continued  to  distract  the  several  par- 
ties into  which  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  is  unhappily  divided;  that 
all  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  adjust  these  difficulties  had  proved  to 
be  tyisuccessful,  and  would  probably  remain  so  without  the  aid  of  f urtha- 
legislation  by  Cot^ess.    Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  this  opinion. 

I  communicate  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  with  accompanying  documents,  tc^ether  with  memorials  which 
.have  been  received  from  the  several  bands  or  parties  of  the  Cherokees 
themselves.  It  will  be  perceived  that  internal  feuds  still  exist  which  call 
for  the  prompt  intervention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  meeting  of  Congress  several  unprovoked  murders  have  been 
committed  by  the  stronger  upon  the  weaker  party  of  the  tribe,  which 
will  probably  remain  unpunished  by  the  In<Uan  authorities;  and  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that  similar  outrages  will  continue  to  be  perpetrated 
unless  restrained  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

Many  of  the  weaker  party  have  been  compelled  to  seek  refuge  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Indian  coimtry  and  within  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
are  destitute  of  the  means  for  their  daily  subsistence.  The  military  forces 
of  the  United  States  stationed  on  t)ie  western  frontier  have  been  active 
in  their  exertions  to  suppress  these  outrages  and  to  execute  the  treaty 
of  183s,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that  "the  United  States  agree  to  pro- 
tect the  Cherokee  Nation  from  domestic  strife  and  foreign  enemies,  and 
against  intestine  wars  between  the  several  tribes." 

These  exertions  of  the  Army  have  proved  to  a  great  extent  unavailing. 
for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  accompanying  documents,  including  commu- 
nications from  the  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Gibson. 

I  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  propriety  of  making 
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such  amendments  of  tlie  laws  regulating  intercout^  with  the  Indian  tribes 
05  will  subject  to  trial  and  paushment  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
all  Indiaus  guilty  of  murder  and  Ktidi  other  felonies  as  may  be  desig- 
uated,  when  committed  on  other  Indians  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie 
United  States. 

Snch  a  modification  of  the  existing  laws  Is  suggested  because  if  Oi- 
fenders  against  the  laws  of  humanit)'  in  the  Indian  countr>'  arc  left  to 
be  punished  by  ludiau  lu%vs  they  will  generally,  if  not  always,  be  per- 
mitted to  escape  with  impunity.  This  has  been  the  cose  in  repeated 
instances  among  the  Cherokees.  For  years  unprovoked  murders  have 
been  committed,  and  yet  no  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  the  offenders 
to  punishment.  Should  tliis  state  of  things  continue,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
foresee  that  the  weaker  party  will  tie  6naUy  destroyed.  As  the  guardian 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Govemiucnt  of  the  United  States  is  bound  by 
every  consideration  of  duty  and  humanity  to  interpose  to  prevent  audi  a 
disaster. 

From  the  examination  which  I  have  made  into  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  the  Cherokee  Xation  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  probability 
that  the  different  bauds  or  parties  into  which  it  is  divided  can  ever  again 
live  together  in  peace  and  liannony,  and  that  the  well-being  of  the  wht^e 
re<iuires  that  tbey  should  be  separated  and  live  under  separate  govern- 
ments as  distinct  tribes. 

That  portion  who  emigrated  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  prior  to  the 
year  1819,  commonly  called  the  "Old  Settlers,"  and  that  portion  who 
made  the  treaty  of  1835,  known  as  the  "treaty  party,"  it  is  believed 
would  willingly  unite,  and  could  live  together  in  harmony.  The  num* 
ber  of  these,  as  ncarlv  as  can  be  estimated,  is  about  one-third  of  the  tribe. 
The  whole  number  01  all  the  bauds  or  parties  does  not  probably  exceed 
30,000.  The  country  which  (hey  occupy  embraces  7,000,000  acres  of 
land,  with  the  privilege  of  an  outlet  to  the  western  hmits  of  the  United 
States.  This  countr>'  is  susceptible  of  division,  and  is  large  enough 
for  all. 

I  submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  either  dividing  the  country  which 
they  at  present  occupy  or  of  providing  by  law  a  new  home  for  the  one 
or  the  other  of  the  bands  or  parties  now  in  hostile  array  against  each 
other,  a.t  the  most  effectual,  if  not  the  only,  mean.4  of  presen-ing  the 
weaker  party  from  massacre  and  total  exterrainatJon.  Should  Congress 
favor  the  division  of  the  country  as  suggested,  and  the  separation  of  the 
Cherokees  into  two  distinct  tribes,  justice  will  require  that  the  annuities 
and  h\\idf>  belonging  to  the  whole,  now  held  in  trust  for  them  by  the 
United  States,  should  be  equitably  distributed  among  the  parties,  accord 
ing  to  their  respective  claims  and  numbers. 

There  is  still  a  small  number  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  remaining  within 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  who.  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  i8jS>  should  have  emigrated  with  their  brethren  to  the  west  of 
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